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PREFACE. 


THE  great  importance  to  all  nations 
and  people  of  the  moll  extraordi¬ 
nary  Revolution  which  ever  yet  marked 
the  various  hiftory  of  mankind,  a  Revolu¬ 
tion  which  has  already  produced  effects 
that  are  fenfibly  and  unfortunately  felt  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  which  is 
ftill  capable,  in  its  poftible  confequences, 
of  mocking  all  calculations  framed  by 
wifdom,.  or  founded  on  experience,  with 
refpedt  to  their  extent  and  duration,  has, 
in  our  prefent  Work,  called  forth  our  ut~ 
rnoft  powers  of  diligence,  enquiry,  and  at¬ 
tention,  to  trace  and  delineate  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  fo  great  and  fo  lingular 
an  event.  Nor  was  this  by  any  means  an 
eafy  talk.  For,  though  the  fources  of  in¬ 
formation  '  were  beyond  all  example  and 
meafure  redundant  and  voluminous,  yet 
they  poflefled  properties  little  favourable 
to  the  formation  of  hiftory  ;  being  gene¬ 
rally  framed  and  calculated  merely  for  the 
purpofes  of  mifreprefentation  and  decep¬ 
tion  ;  their  variety,  contradictions,  and 
number,  all  tended  to  increafe  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  difcovering  the  truth.  From  fuch. 
heaps  of  inert  or  doubtful  matter,  where 
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the  clearing  away  of  whole  bufhels  of 
chaff,  was  frequently  not  rewarded  by  a 
Engle  feed  of  wholefome  grain,  we  have 
endeavoured  to  corpprefs  within  the  nar¬ 
row  compafs  of  our  prefcribed  limits,  fuch 
an  abffrad  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  French 
Revolution,  as  we  trull  will  not  prove  un¬ 
acceptable  or  unfatisfadory  to  the  Public : 
requefting  our  Readers  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  it  would  require  an  ample  folio  vo¬ 
lume  to  do  full  juftice  to  all  the  parts  of 
which  we  have  here  traced  the  outline. 

The  time  and  room  taken  up  by  this 
momentous  fubjed,  has  of  neceffity  pre¬ 
cluded  our  entering  into  the  detail  of  other 
foreign  tranfadions,  which,  in  the  ufual 
ftate  of  things,  would  have  been  deemed 
objeds  of  principal  importance.  The 
eoncluEon  of  that  ferocious  and  bloody 
war  between  the  great  powers  of  the  North 
and  Eaft  (of  the  opening,  and  progrefs  of 
which,  through  the  two  firft  campaigns, 
we  gave  fo  particular  an  account  in  our 
preceding  volumes)  fhall,  with  the  death 
of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  and  fome  other 
matters,  form  a  retrofpedive  article  in  our 
enfuing  volume.  ' 
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RetrofpeCiive  view  of  the  affairs  cf  France  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 789. 
State  of  Paris.  Sudden  and  frequent  revolutions  in  the  government  and 
confitution  of  that  metropolis.  Body  of  electors  appointed  for  the  prefcnt, 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  former  regal  and  municipal  authorities.  Laudable 
conduct  of  the  electors,  and  great  benefits  derived  from  it,  in  preferving 
jome  degree  of  order  and  peace  in  that  city.  Incidents  vshich  led  to  their 
being  expofed  to  imminent  danger,  through  the  caprice  and  the  fufpicious 
difpofition  of  the  people.  Seemingly  apprehenfve  of  this  change  of  temper , 
they  had  the  fortune  previously  to  fecure  a  retreat ,  by  inducing  the  people  to 
elect  120  deputies,  who  were  to  be  their  temporary  fuccejffars.  7' he  divi - 
fon  of  Paris  into  fixty  difriCts,  for  the  better  conducting  cf  the  late  elec¬ 
tions  for  deputies  to  the  fates ,  productive  of  many  confluences  favourable 
to  the  revolution,  as  well  as  to  the  eflablijhrnent  of  fortn  and  order.  In 
each  of  thefe  difrids  getter al  affemblies  Were  held,  whofe.  ref  elutions  carried 
the  ejfeCi  of  laws,  and  the  rnof  fovereign  aCis  of  authority  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  difriCt,  were  d'ffpenfed  by  its  own  adminifiration.  Thus ,  Paris 
was  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  confederacy,  compofed  of  fxty  independent 
democratical  republics ,  than  as  one  commonwealth.  A  few  demagogues 
affume  the  lead  in  all  thefe  difriCts,  and  being  fupported  by  the  lower  orders , 

.  foon  oblige  people  of  character  to  abfent  themfelves  from  thefe  affemblies . 
Jnfances  of  the  noife ,  diforder,  and  tumult,  which  prevailed  at  thefe  meet¬ 
ings.  New  republican  clubs,  who  have  their  appendant  focieties  in  every 
(oven  of  Prance,  foon  become  rulers  of  the  mobs  and  demagogues  of  Paris, 

,  gnd  at  the  fame  time  deflators  to,  the  national  affembly.  Infaftcts  fro?n  a 
-Vol,  XXXII.  [A]  writer 
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worker  of  credit ,  that  falfehocds  and  forgeries  were  the  great  and  confant 
refources  of  the  cabals  in  Paris.  Parifians  noted  for  credulity ,  and  at  the 
fame  iime  for  the  extreme  fufpicioufnefs ■  of  their  nature.  Similar  infances 
of  credulity  in  the  provinces.  The  ex  ce five  liberty  and  unbounded  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  a  powerful  infrument  of  the  revolution.  The  literati 
tf  Paris  efimated  at  2Q,000,  and  thefe  dictated  to  the  ref  of  the  nation . 
Unaccountable  and  indefenfble  fipinenefs  of  the  minifers ,  with  refped  t« 
the  prefs .  Strange  and  fatal  blindnefs  of  the  two  frf  orders  of  the  fate . 

Famine ,  as  a  caufe  of  general  difeontent ,  another  powerful  infrument  of  the 
revolution.  Real  or  imputed  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.  National 
afembly  ferioufy  alarmed  at  the  conflagrations  and  maf acres  which  were 
fpreadhig  deflation  and  ruin  through  many  parts  of  the  kingdom ,  the  nobi¬ 
lity  being  hunted  down  like  wild  beafls  in  feveral  of  the  provinces.  T his 
imprefion  of  terror ,  produces  the  extraordinary  events  of  the  Aph  of  Auguf. 
The  vifeount  Noailles,  and  the  duke  d’  Aiguillon,  make  fpeeches  in  the  cfl* 
fembly,  in  which  they  propofe  fubfantial  redrefs  and  relief  to  the  peafantry , 
by  relinquijhing  and  abolijhing  thofe  parts  of  the  feudal  rights  and  duties , 
ewhich  lay  the  heaviefi  on,  or  were  the  mof  complained  of  '  by,  that  order  of 
men.  A  fudden  fit  of  enthufiafin  Jpreads  at  once  through  the  two  frf 
orders,  and  the  only  contef  after  feemed  to  be,  vjho  f could  jacrifice  the  mof , 
and  who  Jhould  be  the  frf  to  ofl'er',  while  the  commons  feemed  lof  in 
iflonifhment  and  applaufe.  It  was  in  an  infant  decreed,  that  all  impofs 
jhould  be  equally  and  equitably  laid  on ;  that  all  the  feudal  fervices  Jhoidd 
be  redeemable  at  an  equitable  price ;  and  that  perfonal  fervitude  ficould  be 
,  aboliflced  for  ever ,  without  any  pur  chafe.  Thefe  are  followed  by  a  facri- 
fice  of  the  exclufive  rights  of  the  chace,  of  fijhing,  of  warren ,  and  of 
dove-cotes.  The  parijh  priefis  make  an  offering  of  all  their  parochial 
perquifites,  and  the  beneficiaries  bind  themfelves  never  to  hold  a  plurality. 
Various  other  reflations  pafled  on  the  fame  night,  each  of  which  veas  from 
that  moment  confidered  as  an  irrevocable  decree,  and  afterwards  made  the 
foundation  of  a  formal  law.  Affernbly  decree  a  medal  to  be  flruck,  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  alts  of  this  glorious  night.  They  likewifi  confer  on  the  king 
the  title  of  Reforer  of  the  Liberties  of  France.  Solemn  Te  Deum  cele- 
,  brated,  at  which  the  king  and  th'e  national  affernbly  affl.  Aftonificment 
.  and  difmay  of  the  clergy,  after  the  great  facrifices  which  they  had  volun¬ 
tarily,  made  upon  a  motion  for  the  fequefiration  of  their  tithes.  Debates 
renewed  with  great  violence  on  the  following  day.  Caufe  of  the  clergy 
eloquently  and  ably  defended  by  the  Abbe  Sieyes.  In  general  they  fiand 
.  firmly  in  fupport  of  their  rights.  Debate,  after  much  tumult,  adjourned 
late  at  night.  Means  ufed  during  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  the  morn¬ 
ing,  to  bring  over  the  heads  of  the  clergy  to  a  confent.  Archbijhop  of 
Paris,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  furrenders  all  the  tithes  of  the  church 
into  the  hands  of  the  nation.  His  ficort  fpeech  on  that  occafion.  The  old 
provincial  names,  dflindions,  peculiar  rights,  and  privileges,  determined  to  be 
abolijhed,  and  the  whole  nation  confoli  dated  into  one  comp  ad  body,  and  under 
one  equal  fprm  of  government.  Deputies  of  privileged  towns  and  difirids 
make  a  furrender  of  their  charters  and  municipal  documents.  Provinces 
which  pojfefled  a  right  of  taxing  themfelves ,  renounced  that  right  and  their 
.  fate* 
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fates  together ;  and  the  parliaments  were  annihilated  as  well  as  the  pro - 
vineial  fates.  All  fees  and  taxes  to  the  court  of  Rome  for  ever  aholijhed. 
Some  obfer  vat  ions  on  the  precipitancy,  with  which  fatten  laws  of  the  utmof 
moment  were  hurried  through  in  one  night ;  as  well  as  on  the  bad  ef'eSt  of 
pafing  laws  by  acclamation.  Nobility  and  clergy  in  the  provinces  highly, 
difcontented  with  the  conaud  of  their  -  delegates  on  the  yth  of  Augijl ,  in  mak¬ 
ing  fuch  cVaf  faenfees  without  their  confent.  Several  members  of  the 
aJJ'embly  likewife  repent  their  own  conceptions,  and  become  equally  diffatisfed . 
handed  proprietaries  at  length  take  up  arms  in  their  oven  defence,  and  re * 
prefs  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  peajaniry.  King  appoints  a  new  minif- 
try,  with  the  approbation  of  the  ajfembly .  Difrejfed  fate  of  the  public ? 
through  the  failure  of  the  taxes .  Loans  attempted  and  fail.  Scheme  of  pa¬ 


triotic  contributions  adopted . 

AS  the  city  of  Paris  already 
poffefled,  or  was  fall  advanc¬ 
ing  to  the  poffeffion  of  the  real  power 
and  authority  of  the  nation,  without 
a  direct  nominal  affumption  of  its 
government,  and  the  exercife  of  that 
power  was  rendered  lefs  diftalleful 
and  invidious  to  the  provinces  and 
to  the  people  at  large,  by  its  paf- 
fing  through  the  medium  of  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly,  which  was  appa¬ 
rently  refponfible  for  meafures  in 
which  it  aCted  little  more  than  a  fe- 
condary  part ;  it  may  not  perhaps 
be  uoneceifary  to  make  fome  in¬ 
quiry,  how  that  authority,  which 
was  thus  paramount  to  all  others  in 
fo  great  and  extenfive  an  empire, 
and  fo  immenfe  a  population,  was 
itfeif  conftru&ed,  regulated,  and  di¬ 
rected,  We  lhall  likewife  take  no¬ 
tice  of  fome  correfponding  circum- 
jtances  and  caufes,  which  were  ei¬ 
ther  overlooked  in  our  laid  volume, 
or  did  not  at  the  time  come  within 
our  knowledge,  but  which  tended 
in  a  lefs  or  greater  degree  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  accomplifhment  of  a  re- 
^  volution,  which,  taken  in  all  its 
parts,  is  without  example  in  the 
hiftory  of  cultivated  nations,  and 
©f  long-eltablilhed  governments. 

Inthecourfe  of  about  three  weeks, 
that  vaft  and  turbulent  metropolis. 


which  was  deflined  to  give  the  law 
to  a  whole  empire,  had  undergone 
no  lefs  than  three  revolutions  in  its 
own  conftitution  of  government. 
Having  in  the  firft  inftance  thrown 
off  all  eftabliihed  authority,  whether  „ 
derived  from  the  fovereign  or"  from 
their  own  municipal  inftitutions,  the 
capital  feemed  expofed  a  prey  to 
every  fpecies  of  diforder,  violence* 
and  of  the  moil;  unbounded  anarchy. 
In  this  alarming  and  dangerous  ftate, 
it  happened  moll  fortunately  for  that 
city,  and  probably  faved  it  from 
continual  feenes  of  plunder  and 
maffacre,  that  the  better  order  of  ci¬ 
tizens  perceived  within  their  reach 
the  means  of  eftablifhing,  at  leaft, 
a  temporary  authority,  which  might 
tend  to  preferve  order  and  to  afford 
fecurity.  ,  The  body  of  conftituent 
eleCtors,  who  returned  the  deputies 
from  Paris  to  the  Hate,  were  of 
courfe  compofed  of  the  principa 
citizens  in  their  relpeCtive  diftriCts,; 
they  amounted  to  about  three  hun¬ 
dred,  and  luckily  for  the  capital, 
pollened  in  a  high  degree  the  good 
opinion  and  confidence  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  On  thefe  the  opulent  and  bet¬ 
ter  part  of  the  citizens  immediately 
call  tneir  eyes,  as  capable  of  form¬ 
ing  a  central,,  effective,  and  what, 
with  any  other  people  to  manage, 
2  might 
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■might  well  have  proved  a  perma¬ 
nent  body  of  magistracy.  There 
were  fufficient  caufes  on  which  to 
found  this  expectation  of  perma¬ 
nence  ;  for  the  electors  were  in 
fact,  in  their  feveral  diftriCts,  the 
direCt  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
being  eleCted  by  them,  which  the 
deputies  at  Verfailles  were  not,  they 
being  created  by  the  three  hundred, 
and  holding  a  very  remote  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  people  at  large,  to 
whom  they  were  but  little  known, 
and  to  whom  they  were  not  bound 
by  any’  obligation.  It  was  however 
happy,  that  thefe  considerations  ope¬ 
rated  powerfully  upon  the  bulk  of 
the  people  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  thro’ 
which  the  government  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  was  for  fome  days  carried  on 
fmoothly  enough,  and  the  authority 
©f  the  new  magistracy  would  have 
feemed  complete,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  thofe  occafions  of  murder  or 
maflacre  which  called  forth  the  fe¬ 
rocity  of  the  rabble,  when  all  laws, 
government,  and  authority,  and  all 
refpeCt  to  perfons,  Were  trampled 
under  foot. 

The  electors  were  too  fenfible  of 
the  critical  Situation  of  affairs,  and 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people  for  whom  they 
were  to  aCt,  to  be  at  all  folicitous 
for  the  pre-eminence  to  which  they 
were  called;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  at  the  earn  eft  felicitation  and 
repeated  entreaties  of  the  moft  va¬ 
luable  part  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
that  they  ventured  upon  the  arduous 
talk  of  governing  the  capital.  Their 
conduft  was  fuch,  during  the  fhort 
continuance  of  their  power,  as  to 
gain  the  approbation  of  all  the  fo- 
ber  part  of  the  citizens ;  and  for  a 
few  days,  the  applaufe  which  they 
received  even  from  the  rabble  was 
feoundlefs,  and  the  merit  and  im¬ 


portance  of  their  fervices  were  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged  ;  nor  did 
their  fubfequent  conduCt  afford  any 
fair  ground  of  cenfure. 

But  the  natural  levity  and  incon- 
ftancy  of  the  Pariftans,  their  grofs 
ignorance,  their  mortal  abhorrence 
of  fubordination,  and  above  all, 
that  horrid  fufpicioufnefs  of  temper, 
which  induces  them  to  imagine 
treachery  or  villainy  in  the  moil 
indifferent,  the  moft  innocent,  or  the 
moft  praife-worthy  aCtions,  render¬ 
ed  it  impofiible  for  any  man  or  fet 
of  men  long  to  preferve  their  fa¬ 
vour,  or  to  conduCt  their  bufmefs  in 
any  manner  which  could  afford  fa- 
tisfaClion,  and  which  would  not 
even  in  the  conclufion  be  attended 
with  imminent  danger.  We  have 
fhewn  in  our  laft  volume  the  narrow 
eicape  which  the  electors  had  from 
the  fufpicious  rage  of  the  multitude, 
when,  on  account  of  the  imprefticn 
made  on  their  humanity  by  Neckar’s 
eloquence  in  favour  of  Bezenval, 
and  of  a  fimilar  difpofition  operat¬ 
ing  on  themfelves  to  endeavour  t@ 
heal  the  bleeding  wounds  of  the 
nation  by  a  general  amnefty,  the 
rabble  conceived  thefe  aCts  of  wif- 
dom  and  virtue  to  be  fo  flagrant  an 
invafton  of  their  new  fovereignty, 
and  like  other  defpots  not  enduring 
any  partners  in  power,  that  they 
were  on  the  point  of  carrying  their 
refentment  fo  the  extremity  of  pU- 
nifhment.  Indeed,  it  feemed  clear; 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  fortunate 
and  inftantaneous  perception  of  their 
danger,  which  ftruck  the  ete&ors* 
and  the  confequent  immediate  de¬ 
reliction  of  their  feats  and  author 
rity,  was  likely  to  preferve  their 
perfons  from  the  fummary  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  lanthorn,  or  their  houfes 
and‘property  from  deftruCtion. 
h  feemed,  however,  as  if  the 

body 
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body  of  electors  had  either  fome 
previous  notice  that  the  tide  was 
beginning  to  turn,  or  that  they  had 
fo  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the  tem¬ 
per  and  difpofftion  of  their  new 
mafters,  that  they  forefaw  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  certainty  the  event  which 
was  to  take  place  for,  fome  days 
before  this  final  iffue,  while  they 
were  yet  loaded  with  praife,  and 
that  all  feemed  tp  acknowledge  the 
importance  of  their  fervices,  they 
called  a  meeting  of  the  feveral  dif- 
tri&s,  and  propofed  to,  and  fik> 
c ceded  in  perfuading  them,  to  eleft 
1 20  deputies,  who  fhould  conftitute 
a  temporary  adminiftration,  and 
who  might  in  the  mean  time  form 
a  fcheme  for  a  future  permanent 
municipal  government.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  judicious  or 
more  fortunate  than  this  meafure. 
When  the  day  of  evil  and  of  danger 
arrived,  the  new  adminiftration 
filled  up  the  chafm  which  their 
fudden  dereliftion  of  office  would 
have  made,  and  by  obviating  the 
confufiori  which  muft  otherwife  have 
taken  place,  afforded  the  electors 
an  opportunity  to  retire  with  the 
lefs  notice  or  obfervation,  and  to 
feek  for  fhelter  and  oblivion  in  the 
mafs  of  the  people.  But  neither 
their  prudence,  caution,  nor  the 
timely  and  fignal  proof  which  they 
had  given  of  their  difmtereftednefs, 
were  fufhcient  to  p  refer ve  them 
from  the  moft  virulent  inventive 
and  abufe,  nor  from  the  dangerous 
charge  of  ambitious  defigns,  which 
they '"diredled  to  the  prolongation 
and  increafe  of  their  power. 

Among  the  novelties  for  which 
tjre  late  elections  of  deputies  to  the 
ftates  had  given  cccafion,  one  of 
the  moft  effential,  .and  which  was 
‘indeed  productive  of  consequences 
th#t  >yere  at  the  .tj&ie  litfle  thought 
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of,  was  the  new  diviffon  of  Paris 
into  ffxty  diftrifts,  which  then  took 
place.  This  meafure,  which  was 
intended  merely  to  facilitate  the 
elections,  held  out  an  outline  of 
form  and  order  which  could  not  be 
overlooked,  and  which  was  turned  • 
to  great  account  in  the  fucceeding 
convulftons.  The  eaiy  means 
which  it  afforded  of  fummoning 
the  people  of  each  diftridl  to  con¬ 
ference  or  action  upon  the  fhorteft 
notice  was  inftantly  perceived ;  and 
the  committee  of  electors  which, 
in  the  beginning,  preffded.  in  each, 
befides  introducing  habits  of  regu¬ 
larity  and  order,  were  the  means 
of  palling  refolutions,  or  decrees, 
for  the  prefervation  of  internal 
quiet,  and  the  fecurity  of  perfon 
and  property.  By  this  means 
much  of  the  violence  and  confuftoji 
which  muft  otherwife  ha’ve  taken 
place  was  prevented ;  and  to  this 
caufe,  and  not  to  any  fuperior  vir¬ 
tue  in  the  people,  (to  which  it  has 
been  caufelefsly  affigned)  we  are  to 
look  for  that  appearance  of  order 
and  government  which  was  ob- 
fervabie  at  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  and  for  fome  time 
after. 

In  each  of  thefe  diftribts  general 
affemblies  were  held,  at  which  every 
inhabitant  was  permitted  to  fpeak 
and  vote;  and  each  formed  per¬ 
manent  committees  of  police  and 
adminiftration.  Thefe  .  affemblies 
framed  refolutions,  which  carried 
the  force  and  effect  of  laws  in  their 
individual  diftribts,  and  in  as  many 
ethers  as  they  could  induce  to 
coincide  with  them  ;  they  like-wife 
iffue d  proclamations,  granted  pafff- 
ports,  flopped  and  examined  car¬ 
riages  and  pafiengers,  opened  pack¬ 
ages,  and  were  beyond  meafure 
anxious  and  vigilant  in  the  exercife 
;'  [Y]3  ;  ‘  v  .  •  '  of 
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of  a  moft  teazing  and  vexatious 
inquisition,  which  reached  to  every' 
thing,  and  which  nothing  could 
evade  or  refill. 

But  the  abfence  or  lofs  of  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  electors  was  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  departure  of  every 
degree  of  decency  and  decorum 
from  thefe  meetings.  It  has  been 
averted  by  creditable  obfervers, 
that  it  would  be  impofiible  for  a 
native  of  any  other  country  to  form 
even  a  remote  conception  of  the 
noife  and  tumult  which  prevailed 
in  thefe  afl’emblies ;  and  that  the 
foreigner  who  could  for  any  length 
of  time  withstand  the  preffure  of  the 
former  upon  his  femes,  need  never 
give  any  other  demo  nitration  of  the 
foundn.efs  of  his  head,  or  the  firm- 
nefs  of  his  nerves.  All  the  boldeft 
and  moll  impetuous  of  the  fpeakers, 
to  the  amount  fometimes  of  a  hun¬ 
dred,  were  to  be  Teen  at  the  fame 
infant,  draining  their  lungs  toge¬ 
ther,  each  endeavouring  to  drown 
the  voices  of  his  competitors,  and 
hoping  that  he  alone  would  be 
heard.  Yet  this  contention  of  noife, 
this  confufion  of  voices,  fo  totally 
unintelligible  to  all  grangers,  was 
fo  far  understood  by  the  furround¬ 
ing  crowd,  whofe  organs  of  hear¬ 
ing  and  perception  feemed  endued 
with  powers  calculated  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  general  clamour  was 
frequently  increafed,  or  the  jarring 
difcord  of  the  haranguers  entirely 
interrupted,  by  the  loud  Shouts  of 
approbation,  or  the  deep  roar  of 
execration  and  threat,  which  they 
occasionally  drew  forth.  The  in- 
enious  device  of  one  of  the  pres¬ 
ents  of.  thefe  aflemblies,  will  per¬ 
haps  afford  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
diSorder  which  prevailed  in  them 
than  any  defcriptibn.  This  man 
had  a  drummer  constantly  Station- 
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ed  at  the  back  of  his  chair,  and 
when  the  noife  and  tumult  rofe  to 
fuch  a  pitch  as  to  be  infupport- 
able,  and  that  all  his  efforts  to  pro¬ 
duce  order  and  fdence  were  totally 
dilregarded,  he  gave  the  Signal  for 
beating  the  drum,  which  was  done 
with  fuch  vigour  and  effedt,  as  foon 
to  overpower  all  other  noifes  ;  and 
this  was  continued,  until  the  people 
fhewed  fome  figns  of  recovering 
their  temper  and  reafon. 

I11  this  fate  of  things,  Paris  was 
rather  to  be  considered  as  a  confe¬ 
deracy  between  fixty  diftindt  demo- 
cratical  republics,  than  as  one  com¬ 
monwealth,  or  as  acting  under  one 
Simple  form  of  government.  Each 
individual  diftridt  was  independent 
in  its  o’vn  administration,  and  al¬ 
lowed  no  fuperiority  of  diftindtion 
or  authority  to  any  other.  Upon 
fending  deputies  from  one  of  thefe 
departments  to  confer  with  or  make 
any  propofal  to  another,  it  was 
laughable,  if  not  ridiculous,  to  be¬ 
hold  the  miniick  forms  of  ftate  ce¬ 
remonial  which  were  obferved  on 
both  Sides,  the  deputies  being  treat¬ 
ed  with  all  the  obfervance  and  ho¬ 
nours  which  could  have  been  Shewn 
by  one  fovereign  power  to  the  am^ 
baffadors  from  another.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  a  few  of  the  moll  tur¬ 
bulent,  noify,  and  generally  profli¬ 
gate  demagogues,  became  the  lead¬ 
ers  in  every  affembly,  and  leading 
the  multitude  as  they  pleafed,  all 
power  in  every  department  came  by 
degrees  to  be  virtually  lodged'  in 
their  hands ;  while  the  ferious  and 
better  part  of  the  citizens  abstained 
from,  going  to  thefe  tumultuous 
meetings,  where,  beildes  being  Stun¬ 
ned  by  the  nolle  and  clamour,  they 
were  expofed  ‘  to  the  groffeft  infults 
from  the  lo weft  of  the  rabble. 

Thus,  by  degrees,  the  govern  - 
...  ixient 
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ment  of  a  million  of  people,  who, 
having  thrown  off  all  edablithed 
authority  and  fubordination,  fancied 
themfelves  free,  and  who,  it  might 
without  much  hyperbole  be  faid, 
had  gone  mad  in  their  purfuit  of 
liberty,  became  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  hundreds  of  the  mod 
worthlefs  among  themfelves;  men 
equally  deilitute  of  character,  pro¬ 
perty,  principle,  and  the  mod  com¬ 
mon  portion  of  moral,  political,  or 
general  knowledge.  Thefe,  how¬ 
ever,  naturally  became  the  indru- 
riients  of  men  of  much  greater 
knowledge  and  capacity,  but  as 
little  troubled  with  fcrup\es  or  prin¬ 
ciple  as  themfelves.  The  new  re¬ 
publican  clubs,  of  which  the  Jaco¬ 
bins  became  the  mod  noted,  and 
who  had  their  dependent  foe ie ties, 
ready  to  execute  their  orders  upon 
the  fhorted  notice,  in  every  town 
of  France,  were  compoled  of  the 
mod  turbulent,  daring,  and  hot¬ 
headed  men  in  the  kingdom,  or 
perhaps  that  exided  ifi  any  country. 
Many  of  thefe  were  adepts  in  the 
new  philofophy,  and  all  of  them 
diffidently  learned  in  the  new  vi- 
lionary  theories  of  government,  as 
to  be  capable  of  fp reading  confu- 
lion  and  anarchy  through  all  man¬ 
kind,  fo  far  as  their  induence  or 
communication  could  poffibly  be  ex¬ 
tended.  All  the  republican  party, 
the  mod  vido^ary  theorids,  and  the 
bolded  innovators  in  the  national 
affembly,  became  .members  of  this 
club ;  and  it  foon  became  the  fa- 
fhion  that  all  laws,  all  meafures^and 
all  budnefs  brought  forward  in  that 
body,  were  fird  difeuffed,  prepared, 
and  digeded  by  the  Jacobins,  whofe 
faitdlion  was  th«  fure  paffport  to 
fuccefs.  Being  thus  doubly  forti¬ 
fied,  ruling  the  tumultuous  rabble 


in  the  fixty  departments  of  Paris 
through  th<?  indrumentality  of  the 
demagogues,  who  excited  them  to 
whatever  pitch  of  outrage  and  vio-. 
lence  they  were  directed,  on  the 
one  hand;  and  governing  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  itfelf  by  a  decided 
majority,  as  well  as  by  the  terror 
with  which  they  druck  the  mode¬ 
rate  party,  on  the  other,  their  power 
feemed  to  be  unbounded;  the  more 
efpecially,  as  it"  was  extended 
through  every  part  of  the  nation  by 
their  deputies  and  emiffaries.  Thofe 
or  the  club,  whether  members  of  the 
affembly  or  not,  who  were  the  mod 
violent  in  their  republican  princi¬ 
ples,  and  the  mod  didinguifhed  for 
their  invincible  animofity  to  mo¬ 
narchy  in  all  its  forms  and  relations, 
which  they  deteded  fo  much  as  not 
to  endure  even  the  name  of  king, 
but  fubdituted  the  terms  defpot  and 
tyrant  in  its  dead,  held  the  fird  place 
among  the  Jacobins,  and  gave  the 
tone  to  all  the  red. 

It  may  be  eadly  judged  how 
fmall  and  precarious  a  fliare  of  au¬ 
thority  the  new  temporary  muni¬ 
cipality  could  hold  in  fuch  a  date 
of  things,  and  with  fuch  a  people. 
Nor  have  any  of  the  changes  which 
have  fince  taken  place  in  that  ca¬ 
pital,  in  any  degree  bettered  its 
condition,  either  with  refpeft  to  ge¬ 
neral  government,  to  private  hap- 
pinefs,  or  to  perfonal  fecurity.  On 
the  contrary,  the  ancient  order  of 
things  has  not  been  more  com¬ 
pletely  fubverted  with  refpedl  to 
public  affairs,  than  to  domedic  con¬ 
cerns,  to  the  government  and  order 
of  families,  and  to  the  feveral  du¬ 
ties  and  relations  by  which  their 
members  were  conne&ed.  Men  and 
women  feemed  to  have  changed 
their  nature ;  and  both  fexes,  with 
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all  ages  and  conditions,  to  be  thrown 
into  one  undiftinguiffied  mafs  of 
general  confufion. 

It  appears  from  the  letters  pub- 
lifhed  under  the  name  of  Groen- 
velt,  who  fays  he  was  prefent 
when  many  of  the  tranfadlions 
which  he  relates  took  place,  (and 
who,  though  profeffedly  a  German, 
was  a  great  admirer  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  a  ftrong  democrate 
in  principle)  that  falsehoods  and 
forgeries  were  the  conflant  refources 
and  favourite  weapons  of  the  ca¬ 
bals  in  Paris.  Some  of  the  iri- 
ilances  which  he  mentions  in  fup- 
jort  of  this  affertion  are  fo  curious, 
and  at  the  fame  time  throw  fo 
much  light  upon  the  hiftory  of  the 
time,  that  we  lhall  infert  them.  In 
writing  to  his  luppofed  friend  he 
fays,  You  cannot  form  an  idea 
of  the  impudence,  with  which  the 
moft  palpable  lies  are  publifbed 
and  propagated  among  the  people. 
The  moll  pofitive  alfertions,  the 
mod  minute  detail  of  fads,  the 
ftrongeft  appearances  of  probability, 
are  made  to  accompany  the  groffeft 
falfehoods.  FldTelles  was  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  a  pretended  letter,  which 
every  body  could  repeat  by  heart, 
but  which  no  body  has  ever  feen. 
Of  the  letter  which  is  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  againft  Bezenval,  there  are 
in  Paris  a  thoufand  copies,  but  no 
original.  No  fooner  is  it  whif- 
pered  in  feme  obfeure  comer,  that 
a  certain  monaftery  is  a  magazine 
of  arms,  or  of  corn,  than  the  report 
fpreads  with  rapidity,  gathers 
ftrength,  becomes  a  matter  of  cer¬ 
tainty,  and  yet  the  moment  the 
heufe  is  examined  the  whole  is 
found  to  be  groundlefs.  The  con¬ 


vent  of  Montmartre  has  been  twice 
befet  by  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand 
men,  who  threatened  it  with  de- 
ftru&ion,  for  having  engroffed  the 
provender  of  Paris ;  but  no  foOner 
was  it  fearched,  by  commiffionera 
authorized  for  the  purpofe,  than  it 
appeared  that  it  hpd  barely  provifion 
enough  to  fupply  the  houfe.” — — - — • 
“  At  one  moment  it  is  affirmed, 
that  the  ariftocratical  confpirators 
have  thrown  a  vaft  quantity  of 
bread  into  the  Seine;  at  another, 
that  they  mowed  the  green  corn ; 
d  party  of  the  national  guard  is 
immediately  fent  to  the  field,  where 
the  crime  is  faid  to  have  been  com¬ 
mitted,  and  finds  the  corn  Handing, 
and  affording  the  profpedt  of  an 
abundant  harveft.  In  fhort,  the 
public  is  overwhelmed  with  lies  and 
calumnies,  and  a  prudent  man  can 
fcarcely  give  credit  to  any  thing 
that  he  has  not  feen  himfelfd* 

And  again,  “  Many  of  thefe 
falfehoods  have  certainly  been  de¬ 
liberately  fabricated  to  ferve  party 
purpofes ;  and  feme  men,  who  pro¬ 
bably  miftake  a  difregard  of  all 
moral  obligations  for  profound  po¬ 
licy,  have  been  audacious  and  in¬ 
famous  enough  to  publifh  falfe¬ 
hoods  with  the  folemnities  of  laws, 
Tetters  have  been  forged  in  the 
name  of  the  national  affembly,  and 
edicts  in  that  of  the  king,  exhorting 
the  peafants  to  deftroy  the  patents 
and  pedigrees  of  the  nobility,  and 
to  burn  their  cattles.  The  effeft  of 
thefe  forgeries  is  already  feen  in  the 
ruins  and  afhes  to  which  feme  of 
the  fnett  buildings  in  Dauphiny, 
t  ranche  Compte,  Britainy  and  Bur¬ 
gundy,  have  been  reduced 

Thus  far  Groenvdt  ;  and  this 


*  See  Grcenvelt,  Englifh  tranflation, 
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p.p.  209,  zip,  and  2i!  j  letter  dated 


charge 


HISTORY  O 

charge  of  the  continued  fabrication 
and  propagation  of  public  falfe- 
hoods  has  been  more  or  lefs  con¬ 
firmed  or  acknowledged,  by  perhaps 
every  writer  who  has  given  a  nar¬ 
rative,  with  any  appearance  of  im¬ 
partiality,  of  the  progefs  of  the 
revolution.  Certain  authors,  or 
publifhers,  however,  of  our  own 
country,  have  adopted  fome  of  the 
groffell  and  mofl  abfurd  falfehoods, 
fome  of  the  moil  ridiculous  tales, 
which  had  been  fabricated  for  the 
rabble  in  Paris  during  the  firffc 
paroxifms  of  confufion,  tumult,  and 
madnefs,  and  to  which  they  have 
endeavoured,  fo  far  as  they  were 
capable,  to  give  the  character,  rank, 
and  weight  of  hiflorical  fails.  Of 
this  clafs  is  particularly  to  be  con- 
ndered  the  injurious  and  cruel 
falfehood,  that  the  unfortunate  and 
murdered  Launay,  had  treacher- 
oufiy  enticed  a  number  of  Parifians 
into  one  of  the  courts  of  the  JBallile, 
where  he  then  had  them  mafi’acred 
in  cold  blood.  This  horrible  and 
wicked  invention  produced  (as  we 
have  formerly  fhewn)  its  odious 
purpofes  at  the  time;  in  the  firffc  in- 
fiance,  by  exciting  the  animofity 
of  the  populace,  and  fpurring  them 
on  to  that  pitch  of  outrage  and 
cruelty  which  was  intended ;  and 
in  the  fecond,  by  holding  out 
fome  palliation  for  the  inhuman 
murder  of  the  governor,  and  repre¬ 
fen  ting  it  to  the  world  as  an  ad  of 
juft  retribution  for  his  treachery, 
The  pleafant  tale  of  the  heroic  bar¬ 
ber,  who  found  himlelf  fo  deeply 
involved  in  the  weighty  concerns 
of  empire,  that  he  attempted  to 
blow  the  B  affile  and  himfelf  up  to¬ 
gether,  though  it  feems  intended 
only  as  a  companion  to  the  former, 
certainly  poiTeffes  many  advantages 
ever  it;  for  befides  its  being  to- 
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tally  innocent,  and  undoubtedly  af¬ 
fording  much  fatisfa&ion  to  the 
members  of  that  fraternity,  fome  of 
whom  it  may  polfibly  fiimulate  to 
fimilar  deeds  of  chivalry,  it  has  the 
pefitive,  merit  of  being  an  unique 
in  that  fpeeies  of  compofidon.  It 
affords,  however,  an  important  and 
happy  fecurity  to  the  veracity  and 
purity  of  future  hiflory,  that  as  fuch 
productions  can  feldom  laft  long 
enough  to  reach  pollerity,  there  is 
no  great  danger  of  their  hereafter 
contaminating  the  clear  ilream  in 
which  it  fhould  flow. 

Paris  had  ever  been  noted  for  the 
blind  credulity,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  fufpicious  nature  of  its 
inhabitants.  Theie  qualities,  fo 
directly  oppofite,  feemed  undoubt¬ 
edly  to  be  oddly  joined  in  the  Tame 
perfons  •;  but  yet  the  fad  is  laid  to 
be  fo ;  and  thofe  who  knew  them 
well  have  afferted,  that  while,  from 
time  immemorial,  they  had  fwal- 
lowed,  and  feemed  nearly  to  live 
upon,  an  eternal  fucceffion  of  the 
moll  abfurd  and  improbable  talcs 
and  Tories,  plain  undifguifed  truth 
was  always  received  with  caution 

4 

and  doubt,  and  fuppofed  to  conceal 
fome  guile,  deception,  or  danger. 
The  extreme  general  ignorance  of 
thefe  people,  with  refpeCfc  to  every¬ 
thing  beyond  their  own  walTj 
( which  was  perhaps  without  exam¬ 
ple  in' any  country  of  equal  civili¬ 
zation,  and  fo  produ&ive  of  men 
eminent  in  arts,  fcienccs,  and  learn¬ 
ing,  as  France)  had  long  afforded 
matter  of  oblervation  to  travellers, 
and  of  ridicule  to  poets  and  faty- 
rifls.  A  coniideration  of  theie 
circumflances  will  tend  much  to 
account  for  and  throw  light  upon 
many  parts  of  the  prefent  and  fu¬ 
ture  conduct  of  that  extraordinary- 
people,  which  would  othervvife  have 

appeared 
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appeared  inconfiftent  or  unintelli¬ 
gible. 

It  mull:,  however,  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  fame  blind  credu¬ 
lity,  and  the  fame  vitkms  natural 
fufpicioufnefs  of  temper,  prevailed 
throughout  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  mnft  be  afcribed  to  the 
lame  caufe,  the  extreme  ignorance 
ef  the  people.  Some  inftances  in 
proof  are  at  all  times  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  general  obfervation ;  and  a  few 
out  of  a  great  number  will  fuffice 
for  the  prefent  purpofe.  The  fir  ft 
was  the  impoftible  charge  laid 
againft  the  queen,  that  fhe  had  pro¬ 
cured  the  conftrudlion  of  a  well- 
charged  mine  under  the  hall  of  the 
national  gftembly,  in  order  to  blow 
the  ftates,  without  diftinction,  at 
once  into  the  air;  this  ridiculous 
ffcory  was  not  only  verbally  propa¬ 
gated  throughout  the  kingdom, 
but  a  letter  afterting  the  fad,  and 
faid  to  have  been  written  by  one  of 
the  deputies  to  the  ftates,  was,  at 
about  300  miles  diftance  from  Paris, 
publicly  averred  by  feveral  perfons 
to  have  been  feen  and  read  by 
them.  The  fa&  was  believed  by 
all  who  heard  it ;  which  drew  the 
following  obfervation,  in  his  own 
peculiar  way,  from  our  country¬ 
man  Arthur  Young,  who  was  pre¬ 
fent  at  the  recital,  and  the  autho- 
rity  given  :  f(  Thus  it  is  in  revo¬ 
lutions,  one  rafcal  writes,  and 
100,000  fools  believe.”  Another 
inftance  was,  the  rifque  which  the 
fame  writer,  and  an  old  woman, 
his  guide,  encountered,  on  a  fufpi- 
cion  that  they  were  combined  with 
the  queen  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
the  volcanic  rocks  and  mountains 
of  Auvergne,  and  that  he  was  the 
acting  agent  for  blowing  up  the 
town  of  Clermont.  The  danger  at 
this  time,  however  ridiculous,  was 


only  trifling  when  compared  with 
that  which  he  fuftained  fhortly  af¬ 
ter;  he  being  then  feized  in  bed 
at  midnight  by  a  party  of  armed 
militia,  on  the  very  ferious  and 
alarming  charge,  of  his  being  a 
party  in  the  confpiracy  formed  by 
the  queen,  the  count  cP Artois,  and 
(their  own  lord)  the  count  d’En- 
tragues,  againft  the  territory  of  the 
Vivarois.  The  fortune  he  had  of 
being  extricated  from  this  difficulty 
and  danger,  does  not  at  all  weaken 
the  evidence  which  it  aftords  of 
the  extraordinary  ignorance,  credu¬ 
lity,  and  the  unaccountably  fufpi- 
cious  nature  of  the  people.  Such 
inftances  would  have  excited  fome 
furprize  if  they  had  occurred  in  the 
interior  and  lefs  frequented  parts  of 
Arabia;  but  that  they  fhould  be 
difplayed  in  the  center  of  Europe, 
in  its  oldeft  monarchy,  and  in  a 
country  long  and  defervedly  emi¬ 
nent  for  information  and  know¬ 
ledge,  can  fcarcely  be  confidered 
as  lefs  than  wonderful.  They  how¬ 
ever  afford  full  demonftration,  that 
no  great  portion  of  art  or  addrefs 
was  neceftary  to  the  endowment  of 
thofe  who  were  deftined  to  play 
upon  fuch  inftruments. 

The  unbounded  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs,  which  was  carried  to  an 
extreme  before  unknown  under  any 
government,  was  a  moft  potent  in- 
ftrument  of  the  revolution.  Nor 
was  its  licentioufnefs  more  extraor¬ 
dinary,  than  the  unceafmg  induftry 
with  which  it  was  eternally  fupplied 
with  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  the 
moft  dangerous  and  inflammatory 
matter,  iubverlive  of  all  order  and 
government,  was  aftonifhing.  For 
amidft  the  general  darknefs  and  igno¬ 
rance  which  involved  the  people  at 
large,  there  was  a  numerous  por¬ 
tion  of  men  who  dedicated,  or  feemed 
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to  dedicate  their  lives  to  the  pur- 
fait  of  literature.  Of  thefe  the 
capital  alone  was  computed  to  con¬ 
tain  twenty  thoufand ;  including  no 
doubt  a  conliderable  number  of 
thofe  perfons  who  affiumed  the  name 
of  literati,  becaufe  they  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do,  and  could  not  clafs  un¬ 
der  any  other  defcription.  This 
20,000,  however,  from  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  being  concentrated  in 
the  capital,  gave  the  law  in  mat¬ 
ter  of  opinion,  or  at  lead  in  what¬ 
ever  related  to  government  and  the 
new  philofophy  to  the  whole  na¬ 
tion. 

The  theories  now  publifhed,  were 
derived  from  the  tenets  of  Roufleau, 
Voltaire,  and  the  other  fathers  of 
that  philofophy.  They  were  in  ge¬ 
neral  abdraCt,  vifionary,  unintelli¬ 
gible,  or  impracticable  ;  and  the 
authors  feemed  to  have  run  wildly 
in  the  purfuit  of  an  imaginary 
phantom  of  perfection,  which  nei¬ 
ther  did  nor  could  exid.  They 
went  not  only  to  the  fubverfion  of 
government  under  all  its  known 
forms,  but  to  the  loofening  all  the 
bands  of  civil  fociety,  and  dedroy- 
ing  -its  harmony,  beauty  and  order. 
All  the  wifdom  of  pad  lages,  philo - 
fophers,  and  legidators,  all  that 
could  be  derived  from  the  practical 
experience  of  unnumbered  ages  and 
nations,  in  their  exertions  to  pro¬ 
mote  or  fecure  the  felicity  of  man¬ 
kind,  were  now  fet  at  nought,  to 
make  way  for  the  reveries  of  the 
new  illuminators,  who  defpifed  all 
experience,  and  difdained  all  wif- 
dom  but  their  own.  It  feemed  as 
if  the  pages  of  pad  hidory  had 
been  for  ever  clofed,  and  that  their 
knowledge  was  totally  forgotten, 
or  that  a  new  generation  of  men 
was  jud  created,  who  were  to  be- 
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gin  every  thing  in  this  world  a- 
new.  •  . 

Of  all  the  heavy  charges  which 
have  been  laid  againd  thole  minis¬ 
ters  to  whom  the  king  had  the  ir¬ 
retrievable  misfortune  of  entruding 
the  adminidration  of  public  affairs, 
in  none  were  they  more  faulty,  nor 
in  no  indances,  excepting  only  the 
affair  of  the  double  rep  re  fen  tat  ion, 
and  the  abforption  of  the  three  or¬ 
ders  into  one,  were  their  errors  or 
conduCf  more  fatally  ruinous,  than 
in  the  fliameful  and  unaccountable 
fupinened  with,  which  they  beheld 
the  flame  which  was  fpr  ending  from* 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs 
through  eyery  part  of  the  kingdom, 
without  their  ufi.rjg  a  iingle  exertion 
to  correCt  the  caule,  or  to  counteract 
the  edeCt. 

The  enormity  was  accordingly 
carried  to  an  extent  beyond  all  ex¬ 
ample  in  any  country.  The  nume¬ 
rous  preffes.  in  Paris  hourly  groaned 
under  the  number  of  feditious  and 
levelling  pamphlets  which  tgey  wen? 
continually  bringing  forth.  Indeed 
their  number  was  fcarcely  credible  ; 
13,  and  even  16  different  pamphlets 
in  one  day,  were  no  matter  of  fur- 
prize  ;  and  92  came  out  in  one 
week ;  while  the  avidity  for  retdr 
ing  and  procuring  them  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  fonre 
difficulty  to  enter  the  bookfellers 
fhops  they  were  fo  condantly  crowd¬ 
ed.  The  price  of  printing  had  ac¬ 
cordingly  rifen  in  the  capital  to 
fomething  near  three  times  its  cud- 
tomary  rate  per  fheet ;  and  yet  the 
preffes  in  every  part  of  France  were 
laid  to  be  at  the  fame  time  equally 
occupied.  But  the  mod  extraordi¬ 
nary  circumdances  were  the  amaz¬ 
ing  difpatch  with  which  thefe  in¬ 
numerable  productions  were  fpread 
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from  the  capital  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  un¬ 
known  fund  by  which  the  vaff  ex- 
peaces  of  the  diftribution  were  fup- 
ported ;  the  great  body  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  being  fupplied  with  them  gra¬ 
tis. 

While  thefe  poured  forth  an  un- 
cealing  torrent  of  abufe  upon  go¬ 
vernment,  and  were  continually  dif- 
feminating  principles  which  went 
equally  to  the  overthrow  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy,.  and  to  the  utter  annihila¬ 
tion  of  the  two  firft  orders  of  the 
Hate,  the  three  parties  whofe  ex¬ 
igence  were  at  hake,  the  court,  the 
nobles,  and  the  clergy,  feemed  as  if 
'  they  had  been  involved  in  a  general 
ftupor,  without  adtion,  feeling,  or 
life.  Not  a  fingle  writer  of  ability 
or  eminence  was  engaged  to  refute 
the  dodtrines  which  were  thus  af- 
fiduoufly  fpread,  or  to  counteract  the 
poilbn  which  they  fo  widely  diffufed. 
The  few  folitary  .volunteer  pam¬ 
phlets  which  appeared  on  that  fide, 
being  written  by  men  without  parts 
or  information,  poffeffed  no  intereil 
or  fpirit  to  allure  readers,  and  could 
have  produced  no  effedt  if  they  had. 
That  written  by  thebjfhop  ofMeaux, 
and  perhaps  feme  one  or  two  more 
©f  character,  being  too  few  to  be 
conlidered  as  an  exception. 

The  famine,  which  was  forely 
felt,  though  in  a  Ids  or  greater  de¬ 
gree,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
may  be  confidered  as  amain  lpring 
in  accelerating  all  the  movements 
©f  this  fmgular  revolution.  Men 
in  want  of  bread,  neceffarily  exe¬ 
crate  and  abhor  that  Hate  of  things 
which  produces  their  mifery.  They 
are  little  difpofed  to  enquire  into  na¬ 
tural,  or  to  trace  remote  caufes,  as 
the  fource  of  their  diftrefs;  they 
find  lefs  trouble  in  charging  it  di- 
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redtly  upon  their  rulers,  and  fancy 
feme  alleviation  to  their  miiery  in 
venting  their  indignation  and  male¬ 
volence  againH  them,  even  in  words. 
The  prefent  Hate  of-  things  in  the. 
other  countries  in  Europe  having 
prevented  thofe  fupplies  from  with¬ 
out,  which  Would,  in  other  cqles, 
have  been  procurable,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  flock  of  provision  being 
deemed  infufficient  for  the  fubfill- 
ence  of  the  inhabitants,  the  moil 
alert  and  wifeil  government,  fup- 
po  ling  it  to  be  othervvife  at  eaie, ■ 
and  entirely  unembarraffed  by  fac¬ 
tion  or  daneer,  would  have  found 
it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  ap¬ 
ply  any  effectual  remedy  to  the  evil. 
But  as  things  flood,  the  hally  ill- 
judged  regulations,  founded  upon 
error,  and  ignorance  of  a  fubjedt  ge¬ 
nerally  ill  underilood,  which  were 
adopted,  inllead  of  good,  produced 
the  moil  unfortunate  effects.  Thefe, 
however,  might  have  been  palliated, 
if  the  ungovernable  violence  of  the 
people,  in  obflrudling  the  free  fale 
of  the  markets,  and  compelling  the 
proprietors  to  fell  their  grain  at 
whatever  prices  they  pleafed  to 
give,  had  not  completed  the  evil, 
and  produced  an  artificial  famihe 
while  plenty  Hill  fubfifled.  It  has 
been  even  afferted,  that  the  Hock  of 
corn  produced  this  year  in  the  king¬ 
dom  would  have  been  fufficient, 
under  due  regulation,  management, 
and  diHribution,  if  not  to  afford  ah- 
folute  plenty,  at  leafl  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  any  great  and  pinching 
want. 

In  the  general  ill-temper  of  the 
people,  continually  goaded  and  ir¬ 
ritated  by  the  moH  urgent  and  in- 
fupportable  of  all  wants,  it  will  ..be 
eafily  feen  what  advantages  the 
emiii’aries  of  the  factions  poffeffed  in 
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working  upon  their  paffions ;  and 
fpread  as  they  were,  like  the  preach¬ 
ers  of  a  new  religion,  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  it  will  not  be  won- 
'  dered  at,  the  ignorance  of  the  mul¬ 
titude  being  likewife  always  re¬ 
membered,  that  they  Ihould  have 
fucceeded  in  prompting  them  to  the 
greateft  aCts  of  outrage  and  violence. 

But  the  great  promoter,  caufe, 
and,  it  might  perhaps  be  faid,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  revolution ;  the  man 
who,  deftitute  of  fpirit  in  himfelf, 
poiTeffcd  and  applied  the  means  of 
communicating  energy  to  millions, 
and  of  infufing  difaffeCtion  and  dif- 
loyalty  in  every  order  of  men 
through  that  vail  and  populous 
kingdom,  ftill  remains  to  be  taken 
notice  of.  This  was  no  lefs  a  perfon 
than  the  firli  prince  of  the  blood;  the 
man  next  in  fuccefiion  to  the  crown, 
in  the  cafe  of  failure  of  iffuemale  in 
the  immediate  reigning  family.  The 
name,  character,  and  conduct  of  Phi¬ 
lip  Duke  of  Orleans  are  now  too 
notorious,  to  render  any  delicacy  in 
treating  of  them  at  all  neceffary. 
That  immenfe  fortune  which,  under 
the  guidance  of  wifdom,  beneficence, 
or  even  the  defire  of  attaining  fame; 
might  have  been  dire  died  to  the  ae- 
complifiiment  of  the  noble'll  and 
mod  ufeful  purpofes,  was  now  di- 
redted  to  the  ruin  of  his  country,  to 
the  fubverlion  of  its  government, 
and  to  the  extermination  of  that 
royal  family  to  which  he  was  fo 
nearly  related. 

Here  then  we  are  to  find  a  folu- 
tion  for  many  things  which  would 
otherwife  appear  unaccountable,  or 
remain  hid  in  abfolute  darknefs. 
From  hence  it  was  that  the  gardens 
of  the  Palais  Royale  and  all  the  open 
places  of  Paris  were  Hocked  with 
hungry,  ignorant,  and  abandoned 
orators,  and  covered  with  riotous 


mobs,  who  fucked  in  from  thefe 
preachers  every  thing  that  could 
corrupt  and  poifon  the  mind,  and 
not  only  eradicate  every  moral  prin¬ 
ciple,  but  deltroy  all  the  native  feel¬ 
ings  of  humanity.  Thus  likewife  was 
the  ferocity  of  the  Dames  du  Halle, 
and  of  all  the  other  female  furies  of 
the  capital,  called  into  adiion  ;  until 
the  fex,  feemirtg  to  have  totally 
changed  its  nature  and  chara&er; 
was  degraded  and  ftained  by  atro¬ 
cities,  without  example  in  any  civi¬ 
lized  country.  And  thus  a  numerous 
army  of  ragged  Sans  Culottes ,  of 
ruffians  from  the  gal-ties,  and  from 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  being 
incorporated  with  the  no  Ids  nu¬ 
merous  or  wicked  native  brood, 
were  maintained  and  kept  in  re  add  - 
nefs  for  the  purpofes  of  rebellion* 
anarchy  and  murder,  as  time  and 
occafion  Ihould  call  forth  their  fer- 
Yices. 

—  From  the  fame  abundant  fourc$ 
of  the  means  of  evil,  crouds  of  cou¬ 
riers  were  difpatched  at  the  fame  in- 
llant  of  time  from  Paris  to  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  •  conveying 
every  where  the  falfe  intelligence, 
as  if  proceeding  from  the  firlt  au¬ 
thority,  that  the  ariftocrates  were 
railing  troops  or  armies  of  brigands 
in  order  to  deltroy  and  maiiacre  the 
peafants  ;  and  calling  upon  the  lat¬ 
ter  to  prevent  the  danger  by  imme¬ 
diately  taking  up  arms  and  dellroy- 
ing  their  enemies,  the  nobility  in 
the  firlt  inltanc'e ;  an  injunction 
which  they  moll  willingly  and  ef¬ 
fectually  complied  with.  In  the 
fame  manner  was  the  prodigious  ex- 
pence  fupported,  of  fo  long  dfffemi- 
nating  throughout  .th®*  kingdom 
thofe  innumerable  feditious  publi¬ 
cations,  which  were  every  day  pro- 
fented  to  the-' people.  -  By  the  fame 
means  majorities  were  learned,  and 
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feveral  of  the  principal  orators  and 
moll  popular  demagogues*  in  the 
new  clubs  were  retained ;  and  thefe 
clubs,  as  we  have  feen,  by  their  de¬ 
pendant  and  correfponding  focieties, 
which  were  edablifhed  in  every 
<own  of  the  kingdom,  foon  gave  the 
law  to  the  whole  nation.  Nor  was 
the  national  affembly  by  any  .means 
free  from  the  operation  of  the  fame 
caufe,  nor  was  the  effect  it  pro¬ 
duced  on  many  of  its  members  lefs 
known. 

..As  the  duke’s  annual  revenues, 
great  and  royal  as  they  were,  and 
his  fund  of  ready  money,  which  was 
probably  confiderable,  were  dill  un¬ 
equal  to  the  fupply  of  thefe  number- 
lefs. drains,  he  deemed  it  neceffary 
to  apply  to  other  fources.  Indeed, 
with  fuch  vaft  objects  in  view,  and 
after  the  facrifice  of  fo  much 
wealth  as  was  already  expended,  it 
feemed  upon  the  principles  of  gam¬ 
ing  that  it  was  better  to  encounter 
any  rifque  of  future  evil,  than  to 
flop.  fhort  in  fuch  a  date  of  things, 
and  when  fo  much  was  already 
flaked.  Holland  always  affords 
money,  as  well  as  numberlefs  {pecu¬ 
lators  who'wifh  to-  turn  it  to  ac¬ 
count/ and  the  duke’s,  vaft  eftates 
feemed  to  hold  out  ample  fecurity  for 
a  jloan.  The  amount  of  the  Turns  he 
borrowed  is  uncertain,  and  has  been 
rated  from  £.  300,000  to  half  a 
million  fterling.  The  niceft  and 
moft  difficult  calculation  would  be  to 
effimate  the  exa<ff  quantum  of  moral 
and  political  evil  which  fuch  a  fum, 
in  fuch  hands,  was  then  capabife  of 
producing  in  France. 

It  is  evident  that  the  duke  not 
only  totally  miftookhis  own  abilities, 
hut  that  he  was  as  little  fenfible  of 
the  ill  effe&s  which  his  unfortunate 
character  could  not  but  produce, 
when  he  adopted  the  wild  idea  of 
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being  able  to  fubvert  or  circumvervf 
all  other  factions,  and  of  being  able* 
to  rife  upon  the  fhoulders  of  men, 
poffeffing  talents  infinitely  fuperior 
to  his  own,  and  of  rendering  them 
the  inftruments  to  the  accomplidi- 
meat  of  his  ambitious  views.  The 
natural  deficiency  of  refolution  and 
courage,  with  which  every  body 
knew  he  was  curfed,  was,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  others,  an  infuperable 
bar  to  his  ever  becoming,  under  any 
change  of  circumftances,  or  in  any 
courfe  of  events,  the  ruler  of  fo  un¬ 
governable  and  fo  outrageous  a  peo¬ 
ple.  Yet  in  this  blind  purfuit  he  la* 
vifhed  treafures,  which,  in  many 
pad  periods,  might,  by  proper  ap¬ 
plication,  have  amounted  in  effect  to 
the  purchafe  or  gaining  of  a  king¬ 
dom. 

The  judnefs  of  an  opinion  which 
had  been  held  by  many,  even  early 
in  the  revolution,  feems  to  have 
been  much  confirmed  by  the  courfe 
of  fubfequent  events ;  viz.  that  the 
French,  as  a  nation,  were  not  yet  in 
a  date  capable  of  receiving  liberty  j. 
and  that  many  intermediate  prepa¬ 
ratory  deps  would  have  been  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  qualify  them  for  fo  new 
and  fo  great  a  bleffing.  Even  Ra- 
baid  de  St.  Etienne,  the  eloquent 
apologift  for,  and  advocate  of  the. 
revolution,  amidft  all  his  fins  of  fijp- 
preffion  and  mifreprefentation,  and 
all  the  artful  colouring  which  he. 
gives  to  fa6ts  and  cireumdances,  ac¬ 
knowledges,  “  That  the  people,,. 
“  adonifhed  at  Teeing  their  chains 
tf  broken  with  fuch  facility,  and  ati 
“  feeling  their  own  drength,  abufed 
“  that  drength  in  taking  vengeance 
“  of  their  oppreffors  ;  and  their  new. 
“  liberty  was,  as  yet,  but  Jicentiouf-;. 
“  nefs.  General  hatred,  in  its.  blind' 
“  rage,  fought  every  where  to  pu- 
“  nidi  enemies,  pointed  out  to  it  by 
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**  chance  or  by  prejudice.  A  ne- 
**  ver-ceafing  inquietude  tormented 

thofe  freemen  born  of  yeberday ; 
“  in  their  neceffity  for  a  new  order 
u  of  things,  and  for  a  fovereign  ju- 
u  rifdi&ion,  they  feized  and  engroff- 
“  ed  all  jurifdiclion  to  themfelves ; 
u  and  feveral  tumultuous  aflafiina- 
u  tions  were  the  fruit  of  this  deliri- 
“  um.” — And  a  little  after,  in  treat¬ 
ing  of  the  two  parties  which  divided 
the  national  affembly,  he  obferves, 
“  that  one  ientiment,  however,  pre- 
“  dominated  there,  and  that  was, 
“  the  dread  of  the  effedls  which 
“  anarchy,  too  long  continued ,  might 
"  occaHon.” 

We  have  marked  the  words  too 
long  continued  as  applied  to  anarchy, 
from  the  relation  which  this  paffage 
feems  to  bear  to  a  ferious  charge 
brought  againll  feveral  of  the  leaders 
of  the  national  affembly,  that  they 
had  been  the  inbigators,  and  in  fafl 
the  authors,  of  many  of  the  dibrac- 
tions  and  enormities  which  took 
place  in  the  provinces.  Of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  circumbances  and  fads  from 
different  quarters,  and  given  by  dif¬ 
ferent  narrators,  in  corroboration 
of  this  point,  we  fhall  feled  one 
which  occurred  in  Paris,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  yegr  1 7-50,  and  which 
is  fupported  by  tebimoey  that  can¬ 
not  be  called  in  quellion.  At  that 
time  the  Count  de  Marguerite  af- 
ferted  publickly  at  the  Duke  of  Li- 
ancourt’s  table,  and  in  a  numerous 
company,  where  near  thirty  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  affembly  were  prefent, 
that  the  late  revolt  at  Toulon  had 
been  mitigated  or  fupported  by 
members  of  that  body,  who  aded, 
therein  upon  the  principle  “  that 
te  more  infurrediions  were  necejj'ary  j” 
and  this  extraordinary  charge  was 
Milened  to  by  all  the  deputies  pre¬ 


fent,  without  a  fingle  word  in  denial, 
refutation,  or  excufe  being  offered 
by  any  of  them*'. 

The  outrages,  conflagrations,  and 
maffacres  which  were  fp reading 
defolation  through  feveral  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  had,  in  a  lhorterfpace 
of  time  than  could  have  been  well 
conceived,  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
enormity,  as  to  communicate  alarm, 
and  difmay  to  the  .national  affem¬ 
bly,  fortified  as  it  was  by  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  nation,  and  fupported 
by  the  numerous  army  formed  in  the 
capital.  For  in  conlequence  of  the 
forged  orders  and  falfe  intelligence 
which  had  been  fo  villainoufiy  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  peafantry,  the  whole 
nation  was  inbantly  in  arms,  and 
thefe  operating  upon  the  ill  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people,  and  the  abhor¬ 
rence  in  which  they  held  their  an¬ 
cient  mailers,  it  feemed  as  if  no 
bounds  could  limit  their  violence, 
and  no  excefs  of  cruelty  fatiate  their 
revenge.  Thus  the  nobility  were 
in  many.„places  hunted  down  like 
wild  be-afts,  their  family  feats  or 
cables  demolilhed,  and  their  patents, 
pedigrees,  title  deeds,  family  fettle- 
ments,  court  rolls,  and  all  records  of 
pall  tranfaflions,  debroyed  by .  fire* 
Happy  were  thofe,  who  even  in  this 
bate,  plundered  of  every  thing, 
could  efcape  half  naked  from  the 
flames,  without  perfonal  injury. 
But  in  too  many  inbances  fuch 
atrocious  afls  were  committed,  that 
nature  Ihudders  and  recoils,  at  the 
recital.  The  wives  of  the  nobility, 
it  is  afferted,  were  in  feveral  in- 
bances  violated,  and  their  daughters 
deflowered,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
unhappy  fathers  and  hulb.ands  ;  and 
the  horrid  tragedy  frequently  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  mob  inhuman  mur¬ 
ders,  aggravated  by  circumbances 
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cf  deliberate  and  unheard-of  cru-  ris  in  violence  and  fury.  The  prc- 
elty,  without  regard  to  age  or  fex.  vince  of  Dauphiny  was  in  the  moil 
We  are  forry,  for  the  honour  of  violent  ferment,  and  the  whole  peo- 
humanity,  that  thefe  cruelties  are  pie  up  in  arms.  Franche  Compte, 
reprefented  as  not  being  in  any  de-  and  part  of  Burgundy,  feemed  par- 
gree  confined  to  fuch  perfons  as  had  ticularly  marked  as  fcenes  of  defo- 
previoufly  rendered  themfelves  odi-  lation.  The  Bretons,  long  trained 
Gus  by  their  pride  or  opprefiion  ;  bat  in  hollility  with  their  lords,  were  in  a 
that  on  the  contrary,  the  moil  kind  ftateofabfolute  rebellion  and  anarchy, 
andbenevolentlandlords  and  mailers,  At  Strafburg,  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  or 


the  moll  humane  and  charitable  to 
their  neighbours  and  the  poor,  were 
expofed  to  the  fame  fate  with  thofe 
of  the  moft  oppofite  difpofitions.  A 
blind  rage  for  indifcriminate  plun¬ 
der,  mixed  with  a  pafiion  for  mif- 
chief,  and  native  cruelty,  feemed  to 
have  been  the  moll  operative  mo¬ 
tives  in  many  of  thefe  violences  ;  it 
is  not,  however,  to  be  doubted,  but 
that  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  founded  on 
a  ftrong  fcnfe  of  pa  it  injury  and  op¬ 
prefiion,  might  have  operated  in  a 
hill  greater  number.  There  may 
be  fcme  degree  of  j utlice  in  obferv- 
ing,  that  as  ruffians  of  every  order 
and  denomination  throughout  the 
kingdom,  robbers,  gatley-fiaves,  and 
murderers,  lured  by  the  unexpe&ed 
profpedl  of  fafe  and  general  pillage, 
now  held  out,  had  feizcd  this  occa¬ 
sion  of  mixing  with  the  peafants,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  they 
prompted  them  to  the  commiffion  of 
many  of  their  moll  atrocious  and 
bloody  deeds. 

Although  the  fpirit  of  revolt  ap¬ 
peared  in  various  and  remote  parts 
of  the  kingdom  at  nearly  the  fame 
infiant,  yet  the  degrees  of  violence 
and  cruelty  with  which  it  was  at¬ 
tended,  were  widely  different  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts.  The  northern  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  particularly  Normandy* 
wete  much  more  temperate  than  the 
Central  and  foutfiern.  The  exceffes 
at  Lyons,  and  in.  the  country  which 
bears  its  name,  rivalled  thole  of  Fa- 


Town  Houfe,  was  totally  demolifhed 
by  the  mob,  being  firil  plundered 
of  all  that  appeared  to  them  valua¬ 
ble,  the  court  papers,  records,  and 
public  archives  being  carefully  de- 
ilroyed,  to  the  future  difirefs  and 
ruin  of  numberlefs  families  in  the 
furrounding  country,  as  well  as  in 
that  city. 

in  a  few  places,  the  gentlemen 
and  other  land  proprietors  had  the 
fpirit  and  fenfe  to  unite  and  fland 
fuccefsfully  on  their  defence.  This 
was  the  cafe,  though  too  late,  in  the 
Maconnois  and  Beaujolois,  where 
the  banditti,  amounting  to  fix  or  fe- 
ven  thoufand,  and  headed  by  a  vil¬ 
lage  attorney,  had  already  fpread 
deilru&ion  along  the  fertile  banks 
of  the  Saone,  having  in  a  few  days 
burnt  feventy  -  two  gentlemen’s 
houfes,  and  plundered  all  the 
churches  and  fmall  towns  in  their 
way.  A  battle  took  place,  in  which 
the  enraged  proprietaries,  with  their 
friends  and  fervants,  defeated  the 
plunderers  with  great  daughter. 
They  then  infiituted  a  kind  of  tem¬ 
porary  tribunal  at  Macon,  for  try¬ 
ing  the  ringleaders  of  the  banditti, 
by  whom  twenty  or  thirty  of  them 
were  fentenced  to  execution.  The 
democratic  publications  in  Paris 
cried  out  loudly  againll  this  pro¬ 
ceeding,  as  being  highly  illegal  and 
arbitrary,  althougn  not  a  word  of 
condemnation  had  been  uttered 
againfi  the  ruffians  who  had  plun¬ 
dered 
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dered  and  burnt  To  many  of  the 
gentlemen’s  chateaux,  nor  of  pity 
for  the  inhabitants  of  that  beautiful 
country  which  they  had  defolated. 

The  national  affembly  feemed  like- 
wife  to  receive  the  impreffion  in¬ 
tended  by  thefe  publications,  for  in 
a  little  time  they  interfered,  by  put¬ 
ting  a  flop  to  the  proceedings  at 
Macon,  while  a  number  of  atroci¬ 
ous  criminals  dill  remained  to  be 
tried. 

Such  was  the  date  of  things  in 
the  beginning  of  Augud,  1789,  the 
affembly  being  then  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  framing  that  memorable 
declaration  of  rights,  which  was  to 
be  the  foundation  of  their  new  con- 
ditution,  and  which  they  confi- 
dered  as  the  fird  and  greated  of  all 
their  labours ;  when  they  were  fud- 

Auguft  4th.  denly  interrupted  by  the 

°  T  arrival  in  one  day  of 
expreffes  or  letters  from  almod  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  the  kingdom,  with  details 
of  the  dreadful  devadations  which 
were  laying  wade  the  face  of  the 
country,  and  which,  from  their  pre- 
fent  appearance  and  violence,  feem¬ 
ed  "  to  threaten  nothing  lefs  than 
fpeedy  and  general  dedrudlion. 

All  the  landed  proprietors  in  the 
affembly  were  in  a  lefs  or  greater 
degree  involved  in  the  calamity; 
with  the  material  difference,  that 
while  many  had  to  lament  the  de¬ 
ft  rudtion  of  their  houfes,  and  the 
plunder  of  all  their  moveable  pro¬ 
perty,  others  had  as  yet  no  farther 
caufe  of  complaint  than  the  general 
refufal  of  the  tenantry  to  pay  their 
rents,  or  to  fulfil  any  of  their  other 
cudomary  duties.  The  terror  was, 
however,  general ;  and  having  had 
leifure  during  the  feafon  allotted  for 
dinner  to  ruminate  upon  the  doleful 
details  which  they,  received,  confla¬ 
grations,  murders,  and  maffacres 
Vol.  XXXII, 
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were  the  only  fubjedis  which  could 
be  talked  or  thought  of.  Nothing 
could  accordingly  be  more  t riftful 
than  their  appearance  in  going  to 
the  evening:  fitting;;  and  before  the 
commencement  of  bufinefs,  an  un- 
ufual  and  extraordinary  degree  of 
agitation  was  vifible  throughout  the 
affembly.  Upon  the  fame  principle 
on  which  mariners,  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  danger  of  a  temped,  will 
throw  much  valuable  property  over¬ 
board,  in  the  hope  of  faving  the  re¬ 
mainder,  fo  it  would  feem  upon  this 
cccafton,  that  the  great  land-own¬ 
ers  were  feized  with  a  fudden  im- 
pulfe  of  voluntarily  facrificing  a 
large  portion  of  their  rights  and 
poffeftions,  in  the  hope  of  retaining 
thereby  quiet  and  permanent  fecu- 
rity  for  what  was  left.  They  feem¬ 
ed  now  likewife  generally  to  adopt 
the  idea,  that  coalefcing  heartily 
and  without  referve  with  the  third 
edate,  was  become  adlually  effentiai 
to  their  prefervation. 

Under  thefe  or  fimilar  impref- 
fions,  the  vifeount  de  Noailles,  fe- 
conded  by  the  duke  d’Aiguillon, 
opened  a  feme,  which,  with  refpedt 
to  its  effedt  and  confequences,  was 
perhaps  the  mod  extraordinary  ever 
exhibited  in  any  affembly,  Thefe 
noblemen  represented  with  much 
energy,  that  the  reai  caufe  of  the  pre- 
fent  diforders  was  the  mifery  of  the 
country  people,  who  were  overborne 
by  the  double  oppreffion  of  public 
contributions  and  feudal  duties ;  that 
although  the  lords  in  general  might 
be  lenient  and  humane,  yet  their 
dewards,  their  judges,  their  game- 
keepers,  and  their  agents,  were  ri¬ 
gid  and  tyrannical ;  that  the  inftant 
when  that  force,  which  was  the  only 
foundation  of  an  oppreflive  govern¬ 
ment,  was  deftroyed,  the  whole  fa¬ 
bric  mud  naturally  be  diffolved,  and 
[i?]  every 
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every  principle  of  order  and  fubor- 
dination  overwhelmed  in  its  ruins ; 
that  k  was  therefore  neceftary  to 
fatisfy  fpeedily  the  claims  of  the 
peafantry,  left  they  fhould  proceed 
llill  farther  lengths,  and  despairing 
of  juftice  in  any  other  manner,  af* 
fume  to  themfelves  the  entire  means 
of  attaining  it ;  and  that  to  give 
them  the  immediate  enjoyment  of 
thole  advantages  which  they  fo 
much  defired,  was  the  fureft  means 
of  attaching  them  to  the  revolution. 
They  faid  they  would  not,  nor 
ought  not  to  diffemble,  that  France 
was  at  that  moment  in  the  laft  con- 
vuliions  of  departing  life ;  that  her  ex- 
iftence  was  prolonged,  and  her  hopes 
cherilhed,  by  nothing  elfe  but  the 
attachment  of  the  provinces  to,  and 
their  confidence  in  the  national  a  fi¬ 
fe  mbly  ;  and  that  nothing  could 
prevent  her  impending  diffolution, 
but  the  prompt  eftablifhment  of  a 
juft  and  free  conftitution.  They 
both  concluded,  by  propofmg  that 
all  imports  fhould  be  equitably  and 
equally  laid  on ;  that  the  feudal  fer- 
vices  fhould  be  redeemable  at  an 
equitable  price;  and  that  perfonal 
fervitude'  ftiould  be  abolilhed,  with- 
ou^purchafe  ;  with  fome  other  arti¬ 
cles!  all  tending  to  the  eafe  and  re¬ 
lief  ©f  the  peafantry. 

OF  all  the  known  nations  in  the 
univerfe,  perhaps  there  is  no  one 
fo  fufceptible  of  fudden  imprefiions, 
and  fo  liable  to  the  moft  impaflioned 
emotions,  as  the  French  are  and  ever 
have  been.  Whatever  the  objeCts 
©f  purfuit  may  be,  whether  the  moft; 
infigniucant  trifles,  or  matters  of  the 
greateft  importance,  the  ardour  and 
enthufiafrmcf  the  moment  feem  in  all 
cafes  to  be  the  fame.  All  defcrip- 
tion  would  therefore  be  defective, 
in  attempting  to  convey  any  idea 
•f  the  tranfports  which  thefe  fpeeches 
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excited  both  in  the  aflembly  and  in 
the  galleries.  The  very  large  pof- 
feflions  and  extenfive  royalties  of  the 
duke  d’Aiguillon,  added  furprif- 
ingly  to  the  effect,  and  fired  every 
body  with  a  wifh  to  be  able  in  fome 
degree  to  emulate  the  magnanimi¬ 
ty  of  his  conduct.  The  contagion 
fpread  inftantaneoufly  through  the 
two  orders  of  the  nobles  and  clergy, 
and  the  contention  was  only  which 
fhould  be  the  firft  to  offer,  and  which 
fhould  make  the  greateft  facrifices  to 
the  public  welfare.  The  commons 
feemed  loft  in  admiration  at  this 
fudden  and  unexampled  fit  of  pa- 
trio  tifm,  and  frequently  burft  into 
loud  and  involuntary  acclamations 
of  praife  and  gratitude  for  the  be¬ 
nefits  which  were  thus  fo  unexpect¬ 
edly  and  generoufly  conferred  on 
the  people.  This  was  particularly 
the  cafe  when  the  bifliop  of  Char¬ 
tres,  who  was  himfelf  pofteffed  of 
very  extenfive  forefts,  propofed  the 
abolition  of  the  exclufive  rights  of 
the  chafe ;  which,  from  the  extreme 
cruelty  of  the  laws  by  whieh  they 
were  protected,  as  well  as  the  mif- 
chiefs  done  by  the  flags,  boars,  and 
other  game  to  the  farmers,  had  ever 
been  deemed  a  grievance  of  the 
firft  magnitude. 

The  commons  loft  no  part  of 
their  temper  or  judgment  in  the 
paroxyfms  of  admiration  or  ap- 
plaufe.  They  coolly  perceived  all 
the  advantages  that  were  to  bo 
drawn  from  the  prefent  fervour, 
and  determined  not  to  mifs  any  of 
them,  but  to  obtain  every  poifible 
conceflion  while  it  lafted,  well  aware 
of  the  extraordinary  change  which, 
a  few  hours  cool  confideration 
might  produce  in  many  of  thofe 
who  now  feemed  the  moft  ardent  in 
their  enthufiafm.  The  defign  was 
lo  well  conducted  that  it  fucceeded 

perfectly; 
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perfectly  ;  and,  blinded  by  applatife 
and  emulation,  nothing  could  •  be 
withheld  that  was  deinahded.  The 
feudal  fervices  were  given  up  on  all 
fides ;  and  the  conte it  between  the 
nobles  and  clergy  feemed  to  be,  who 
fhould  be  foremoft  in  facrificirig  the 
rights  of  chafe,  of  fiihing,  of  war¬ 
ren,  and  of  dovc-houfes.  The  pa- 
rifh  prieffs,  feeling  the  general  im- 
preffion/and  eager  to  emulate,  fo  far 
as  they  were  able,  the  example  of 
their  fuperiors  in  rank  and  fortune, 
rufhed  forward  impatiently  to  make 
a  free  offering  of  their  cuftomaty 
perquiiites  ;  while  the  beneficiaries, 
difdaining  to  be  left  behind  in  this 
race  for  glory  and  popularity,  de¬ 
claimed  ail  pluralities,  and  bound 
themfelves  never  to  hold  more  than 
a  fingle  benefice. 

As  if  it  had  been  to  crown  the 
events  of  this  memorable  night,  and 
to  afford  a  proof  of  the  univerfality 
of  the  enthufiafm  which  then  pre¬ 
vailed,  the  deputies  of  the  Pais 
d’etat,  with  thofe  of  feveral  privi¬ 
leged  towns,  advanced  in  fuccelfion, 
and  with  a  patriotic  eagernefs  of¬ 
fered  up  the  facrifice  of  their  an¬ 
tique  rights  and  charters,  covering 
the  fteps  of  the  bureau  with  their 
parchments  and  pe»dant  feals ;  while 
they  at  the  fame  time  proclaimed 
their  defire,  that  there  fhould  be  no 
tnore  provinces ;  that  there  fhould 
be  but  one  foie  nation,  one  foie  fa¬ 
mily,  one  foie  empire. 

In  the  higheft  excefs  of  the  joy 
and  enthufiafm  which  were  fpread 
through  the  affembly ;  both  were 
fuddenly  cheeked  through  the  ill- 
timed,  and  it  might  be  faid  infati- 
ate  avidity  of  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mons  ;  who  by  ftretching  it  too  far, 
feernted  upon  the  point  of  fnapping 
the  bow-ftring.  This  member  pro- 
pofed  the  total  abolition  of  all  ma- 
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nerial  jurifdiflions.  As  this  did  not 
come  Rt  all  within  the  line  of  in¬ 
tended  cohceffioni  it  could  not  but 
occafion  a  jfhort  paufe ;  the  nobility* 
however,  agreed  to  the  propolal 
ivith  a  tolerable  grace;  but  one  of 
them  inflantly  returned  the  favour 
by  moving,  that  juilice  fhould  for 
the  future  be,  in  all  cafes,  adminif- 
tered  gratuitoufiy,  and  that  judicial 
offices  fhould  no  longer  be  venal. 
Nothing  could  have  pointed  a  moref 
direct  or  vexatious  blow  at  the 
commons  than  this  motion,  which 
went  to  cut  them  off  from  the  only- 
means  they  poffeffed  of  being  ever 
ennobled.  That  body,  however* 
difdained  to  be  outdone  even  in  the 
appearances  of  patriotism  ;  and  the 
other  fide  could  not  but  be  furprifed 
at  the  vehemence  of  the  approbation 
with  which  the  motion  was  receiv¬ 
ed  and  confirmed  by  the  commons. 

This  circumflance  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  give  rife  to  that  0- 
pinion  which  has  been  adopted  by 
feme,  that  the  bufinefs  of  this  cele¬ 
brated  night  was  neither  more  nor 
lefs  than  a  game  of  crofs-purpcfes , 
played  by  the  contending  parties  % 
that  the  facrifices  made  were  moftly 
dictated  by  a  fpirit  of  revenge; 
when  one  party,  incenfed  by  the 
Ioffes  it  had  been  made  to  fuffer, 
pFopofed  to  the  other  acls  of  gene- 
rofity  by  way  of  punifhment ;  and 
that  they  mutually  dared  each  other 
to  conceffions,  of  which  thofe  who 
fuggefted  thein  expected  to  enjoy 
the  honour,  without  feeling  tlie  in¬ 
convenience. 

Whether  this  opinion  may  be  con-* 
fidered  as  too  refined  or  not,  it  is 
however  certain,  that  under  thd 
mixed  operation  of  fear,  hope,  po¬ 
licy,  emulation,  enthufiafm,  vanity, 
and  impetuofity  of  temper,  feveral 
things  were  done  on  that  nighi^ 
[i  2]  which 
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which  were  afterwards,  upon  cool 
recollection,  forely  regretted ;  and  it 
is  pofitively  aderted,  that  feveral 
of  the  nobility,  who  had  from  the 
beginning  been  eminent  for  their 
patriotifm,  and  for  the  Ihare  they 
had  taken  in  forwarding  a  reform 
of  the  old  government,  were,  not^ 
withstanding,  fo  much  difguded  by 
the  proceedings  of  this  night,  that 
they  immediately  abandoned  the 
popular  fide  and  party,  and  ranked 
from  thence  among  the  molt  vio¬ 
lent  aridocrates. 

The  alfembly,  however,  confider- 
ing  this  as  a  complete  regeneration, 
of  France,  decreed  that  a  medal 
fhould  be  druck,  in  order  to  im¬ 
mortalize  the  ads  of  that  great  and 
glorious  night;  and,  tranfported 
by  the  warmth  of  their  paffions, 
and  the  eagernefs  of  their  zeal, 
they  conferred  udqu  the  king  the 
flattering  and  glorious,  but  fhort- 
lived  title  of  Rejiortr  of  the  Liberty  of 
France  ;  and  ordered  a  deputation  to 
prefent  him  with  the  decrees,  with 
the  homage  of  his  regenerated  king¬ 
dom,  and  to  addrefs  him  by  his  new 
title.  When  La  Chapelier,  the 
president,  and  the  deputation,  had 
addreffed  the  king,  he  concluded  his 
anfwer  to  them  with  the  following 
words ;  “  Let  us  go  and  return 
“  thanks  to  God,  for  the  generous 
#<  fentiments  which  prevail  in  your  af- 
“  fembly.”  .  A  folemn  TeDeum  was 
accordingly  celebrated,  and  attended 
by  the  whole  alfembly.  La  Chape¬ 
lier,  (the  leader  and  founder  of  the 
famous  Breton  club,  fo  determinedly 
inimical  to  monarchy)  walking  as 
prefkknt,  though  a  commoner,  by 
the  fide  of  the  king,  and  thus, 
it  is  obferved,  properly  fupporting 
the  majelty  of  the  people.  It  is 


likewife  obferved  by  .  the  fame  writ¬ 
er  #,  that  this  was  the  fird  bene¬ 
diction  of  religion  over  the  birth  of 
liberty. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  concef- 
fions  made  by  the  clergy,  confider- 
able  as  they  were,  and  freely  offered, 
did  not  procure  them  the  fmalled 
mark  of  favour  or  acknowledgment, 
fome  noify  and  tranlitory  marks  of. 
immediate  approbation  excepted, 
from  either  the  nobles  or  the  com¬ 
mons.  On  the  contrary,  there  were 
frrong  indications,  both  then  and  af¬ 
ter,  that  they  v^ere  dedined  outcads 
from  both  parties  ;  and  all  the  joy, 
triumph,  and  good-humour  of  the 
4th  of  Augud  was  wound  up  by  a 
motion,  fucceeded  by  an  earned  de¬ 
bate  which  laded  till  morning,  for 
the  fupprelfion  of  their  tithes. 

This  debate  was  refumed  on  the 

*? 

next  day,  and  continued  on  the  fuc- 
ceeding,  and  the  motion  oppofed 
with  great  vigour.  The  celebrated 
Abbe  Sieyes,  with  all  his  abdraft 
notions  of  government,  was,  how¬ 
ever,  a  firm  adherent  to  the  rights  of 
the  church,  at  lead  in  thofe  things  - 
that  related  to  her  edablilhment  and 
independence,  and  he  oppofed  this 
violent  invafion  of  both  with  great 
vigour  and  ability.  He  had  not 
been  prefent  at  the  fil'd  debate, 
but  hearing  that  it  'was  intended  to 
feize  the  tithes  without  an  indemni¬ 
fication,  he  rapidly  compofed  an  ela¬ 
borate  written  fpeech,  which  he  carri¬ 
ed  to  the  alfembly,  full  fraught  with 
argument,  but  not  more  argumenta¬ 
tive  than  acrimonious,  drongly  urg¬ 
ing  the  violence,  opprefiion,  and 
injudice  of  the  propofed  meafure,  as 
well  as  the  infecurity  and  danger  to 
which  the  precedent  would  expofe 
all  other  property;  and  iniiding 
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that  the  caufe  he  was  fupporting  was 
not  merely  that  of  the  church,  but 
of  all  property  whatever.  We  are  to 
obferve  that  it  was  the  general  mode 
adoptedin  the  alfembly,  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  write  their  fpeeches  at  home, 
and  to  read  them  in  their  places, 
there  being  as  yet  very  few,  not 
above  three  or  four  in  the  whole, 
who  were  capable  of  delivering  their 
fentiments  in  an  extempore  public 
fpeech.  The  abbe,  who  was  ufu- 
ally  collected  and  compofed,  upon 
this  occaiion  afcended  the  tribune  in 
great  and  vilible  wrath;  but  this 
only  ferved  to  increafe  the  anima¬ 
tion  and  vehemence  with  which  he 
urged  his  arguments.  He  conclud¬ 
ed  a  very  forcible  fpeech  by  boldly 
telling  the  alfembly,  that  “  if  they 
“  wifhed  to  be  free ,  they  Ihould  bc- 
<e  gin  by  beingyz*/?.” 

Though  the  abbe  had  been  no 
frnall  favourite  with  the  alfembly,  and 
his  fpeeches  upon  other  occasions 
were  particularly  well  attended  to, 
yet  his  arguments  now,  inllead  of 
producing  effeCl  or  conviction,  were 
heard  with  the  utmoft  impatience, 
and  with  marks  of  difapprobation 
which  amounted  even  to  interruption, 
both  by  the  nobility  and  commpns. 
Whether  his  reafonings  were  fo 
flrongly  founded,  or  not,  as  to  afford 
no  room  for  controverting  them,  it 
is  certain  that  the  conduct;  on  the 
other  fide  gave  no  little  counte¬ 
nance  to  the  affirmative  opinion,  not 
the  fmalieft  attempt  being  made  to 
refute  or  to  ani'wer  any  one  of  his 
pofitions.  The  abbe  was  fo  much 
difgufted,  and  felt  himfelf  fo  deeply 
infulted  by  what  he'  deemed  this 
unworthy  treatment,  that,  if  we  are 
rightly  informed,  he  never  after 
took  that  eager  and  aftive  part  in 
public  affairs  which  he  had  previ- 
ouily  done. 
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We  are  to  obferve,  that  through 
the  unaccountable  and  unexampled 
rapidity  with  which  fuch  a  vail 
mafs  of  bulinefs,  had  been  carried 
through  in  the  night  of  the  4th  of 
Auguft,  lixteen  refolutions  of  the 
greatell  importance  being  paffed 
in  a  few  hours,  moll  of  which' 
lingly  would  require  the  cooC 
deliberation  of  more  than  one  day, 
affilled  by  much  knowledge  and 
judgment,  for  its  due  determina¬ 
tion,  from  this  circumllance,  as 
well  as  from  the  continual  difar- 
rangement  of  thought,  occalioned  by 
the  general  clamour  and  acclama¬ 
tion,  it  became  extremely  difficult  for 
the  moll  comprehenfive  mind  to 
catch  the  nature  or  objeCt  of  the 
fubje&s  which  were  unexpectedly 
brought  on,  and  hurried  through 
with  little  difcuffion  or  explanation. 
The  clergy  are  reprefented  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  in  this  Hate  of  bliudnefs  or 
ignorance,  when  the  quellion  in 
which  they  were  fo  much  interelled 
relative  to  tithes  was  on  that  night 

O 

brought  forward.  They  had  gene^ 
rally  conceived,  from  whatever  caufe 
it  proceeded,  that  they  were  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  juft,  or  at  leaft  a  reafonable 
pecuniary  compenfation,  an  idea 
which  afforded  the  highelt  gratifica¬ 
tion  to  them,  as  they  would  thereby 
be  relieved  from  that  odious  ne- 
ceffity  of  taking  tithes  in  kind, 
which  above  all  things  they  wifhed 
to  be  exonerated  from,  and  for  that 
purpofe  would  willingly  have  fub- 
mitted  to  no  frnall  fubftraClion 
from  their  value  on  the  fuppofition 
of  a  commutation. 

But  when  they  found  that  they 
were  to  be  ftripped  of  their  only 
means  of  living,  and  deftined  to 
look  for  fome  undefined  compenfa¬ 
tion,  which  was  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  future  degree  of  benevo¬ 
lo#  3]  lence 
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lence  that  might  happen  to  operate 
upon  the  nation  or  aflembly,  no¬ 
thing  could  exceed  their  fenfe  of  the 
wrong,  or  their  indignation  at  the 
injury.  Nor  did  the  contemptuous 
treatment  which  the  abbe  Sieyes 
had  juft  experienced,  nor  the  cla¬ 
mour  which  was  '(oppofed  to  their 
own.  arguments  and  remonftrances, 
nor  even  the  galling  ridicule  which 
oceaiionally  intervened,  and  would 
pafs  a  fubjeft,  to  them  much  too 
ferious  for  merriment,  off  as  a  j  eft,  at 
all  deter  them  from  contending  vi- 
oroufty  for  their  rights,  and  ftur- 
ily  defending  their  daily  bread. 
It  was  upon  this  occafton  that  one 
of  the  country  vicars,  in  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  his  heart,  addrefted  hirnfelf 
to  the  commons ;  and  calling  out, 
with  the  higheft  and  moft  marked 
indignation,  afked,  “  Was  it  then  to 
<e  devour  us,  that  you  invited  us  to 
“  join  you  in  the  name  of  the  God 
“  of  peace  ?”  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  a  fenfe  of  their  own  conduct  in 
abandoning  the  nobility,  with  a  re¬ 
collection  of  the  means  ufed  to  draw 
them  to  that  meafure,  and  a  galling 
comparifon  between  the  fraternal 
embraces,  along  with  the  flattering 
title  of  faviours  of  their  country, 
which  they  had  fo  lately  received, 
and  the  immediate  ingratitude  of 
thofe  very  men  by  whom  they  had 
been  fo  highly  carefled  andbepraif- 
ed,  and  to  whom  they  had  in  reality 
done  fuch  eflential  fervice,  muft  all 
together  have  ferved  to  embitter 
the  prefent  fcene  in  the  moft  ex¬ 
treme  degree. 

The  debate,  if  a  continued  fcene 
of  tumult,  noife  and  confufton  might 
be  allowed  to  ufiirp  that  name,  was 
continued  through  the  whole  day. 
In  vain  did  a  number  of  the  depu¬ 
ties,  who  wifhed  to  get  quit  of  fo 
tirefome  a  difcuffion,  by  that  fhort 


deciflon  which  confifted  only  in  the* 
counting  of  heads,  and  in  which  they 
were  certain  of  a  majority  of  two 
or  tbred  to  one,  call  loudly  and  re¬ 
peatedly  for  the  queftion.  Thq 
diforder  was  too  great,  and  the  paf- 
flons  on  both  fides  p>o  much  inflam¬ 
ed,  to  admit  of  the  coolnefs  and  re¬ 
gularity  neceflary  even  for  a  divi¬ 
sion  ;  fo  that  the  buflnefs  was  by 
common  confent  adjourned  to  the 
following  day. 

The  popular  writers  not  only  ac¬ 
knowledge,  but  feem  to  mention  it  as 
an  inftanee  of  the  activity  and  abi¬ 
lity  of  the  leaders  on  their  fide, 
that  the  night  of  the  5  th  of  Auguft, 
which  was  that  immediately  fuc- 
ceeding  the  debate  on  tithes,  was 
by  no  means  idly  or  piefteclively 
fpent.  Every  engine  was  fet  to 
work,  to  overcome  the  obftinacy,  or 
to  mollify  the  minds  of  the  clergy. 
Hope,  terror,  and  flattery  were  al¬ 
ternately  tried,  and  each  in  its  turn 
found  a  foil  fit  for  its  reception,  and 
produced  its  proper  effedt.  The' 
object  in  view  was  to  obtain  from 
themfelves  a  formal,  and  at  the  fame 
time  an  apparently  voluntary  fur- 
render  of  tithes.  In  faCl,  the  clergy 
could  not  but  fee,  that  the  union  of 
the  nobles  and  commons  againft 
them  muft  of  neceflity  render  all 
their  efforts  abortive ;  and  it  re¬ 
quired  no  great  trouble  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  it  was  not  better  to 
fubmit  with  a  good  grace  to  an  in¬ 
evitable  evil,  than  by  a  vain,  and 
what  would  be  deemed  a  pertina¬ 
cious  reflftance,  to  exafperate  that 
power  on  which  they  were  ftill  def- 
tined  to  rely  for  fupport  and  protec¬ 
tion.  ' 

In  thefe  circumftances,  and  under 
thefe  and  fimilar  impreflions,  the 
point  was  gained  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night;  and  at  the  commencement 

of 
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of  the  fitting  on  the  next  morning, 
the  .archbilhop  of  Paris,  in  the 
name  of  his  brethren,  Surrendered 
ail  the  tithes  of  the  church  into  the 
hands  of  the  nation  ;  accompanying 
the  furrender  with  the  following 
fhort  fpeech  :  “  Let  the  gofpel  be 
“  preached ;  let  divine  worlhip  be 
“  celebrated  with  decency  and  dig- 
*6  nity ;  let  the  church  be  provided 
“  with  virtuous  and  zealous  pallors; 
€t  let  the  poor  amongil  the  people 
“  be  fuccoured.  This  is  the  deili- 
nation  of  our  riches ;  thefe  are 
f<  the  objefls  of  our  minillry,  and 
“  of  our  wilhes :  we  trull  ourfelves, 
“  without  refer ve,  to  a  jull  and  ge- 
“  nerous  nation.”  This  facrifice 
was  received  with  an  affefled  accla¬ 
mation  of  applaufe,  as  if  any  one 
could  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  a  free 
and  voluntary  gift.  It  was  not  an 
incurious  circumllance  to  obferve 
the  fudden  change  which  took  place 
m  the  countenance  and  manner  of 
the  afiembly.  That  body,  fo  agi¬ 
tated,  fo  noify,  fo  tumultuous  and 
violent  on  the  preceding  day  and 
night,  was  now  fo  calm,  fo  tranquil 
and  placid,  that  it  was  difficult  to  fup- 
pofe  it  compofed  of  the  fame  men. 

It  coll  the  afiembly  feveral  days 
to  digeft  and  frame  into  laws  the 
refolutions  paffed  on  the  night  of 
the  4th  of  Augult  and  the  tranf- 
aflions  aad  debates  of  that  night  are 
fo  intermixed,  in  the  publilhed  re¬ 
lations,  wirh  thole  which  fucceeded, 
and  that  without  any  mark  of  dif- 
tinflion,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  affign 
their  proper  time  or  place  to  fome 
of  them.  It  feems,  however,  to 
have  been  on  that  night  that  the 
deputies  from  Dauphiny  reminded 
the  afiembly  of  the  wilh  declared 
by  that  province,  that  France  Ihould 
no  longer  remain  parcelled  out  a- 
mongll  Bretons,  Dauphinois,  and 


Prove^aux,  but  Ihould  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  be  inhabited  by  French  citi¬ 
zens  only.  It  was  Hated,  in  fupport 
of  this  propofal,  that  the  French 
had  not  hitherto  been  properly  a 
nation,  but  rather  an  incoher;  nt  and 
fantallical  affemblage  of  different 
people,  who  had  fortuitcully  paff- 
ed  under  the  fame  monarchy;  fome, 
by  virtue  of  a  will,  bequeathing 
them  as  property ;  others,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  marriage,  which 
transferred  them  as  a  daughter’s 
portion  ;  and  all  by  different  titles, 
and  upon  different  conditions ;  all 
preferving  their  dillinfl  laws  and 
culloms,  and  having  nothing  in 
common,  but  the  diladvantage  of 
fuffering  all  the  miferies  of  fervi- 
ttide,  without  the  folitary  recom- 
pence  of  poffeffing  uniform  laws 
and  fimilar  interells. 

This  application  was  received 
with  great  and  univerfal  applaufe  ; 
and  it  was  probably  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  that  the  deputies  of  feveral 
privileged  towns  and  diilrkfts  made 
a  furrender,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  of  the  charters  and  municipal 
documents  of  the  places  they  repre- 
fented.  But  many  other  of  the  de¬ 
puties,  being  more  fcrupulous,  did 
not  choofe  to  furrender  the  local 
privileges  of  their  conilituents  with¬ 
out  confulting  them  ;  and  although 
the  afiembly  had  already  declared  or 
decreed,  that  no  pofitive  inftruhtions 
from  the  conilituents  Ihould  be  con- 
fidered  as  binding ;  yet  upon  this 
occafion  they  allowed  time  for  their 
communicating  with  them.  But 
for  the  intermediate  time  a  provi- 
fional  furrender  was  however  made 
of  all  exclufive  privileges,  and  it 
was  underllood  and  announced,  that 
there  Ihould  be  one  common  conlli- 
tution  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
that  no  privilege,  or  luppoled  rigiu, 
[I?  4]  Ihould 
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fhould  be  admitted  to  obftrudl  the 
attainment  of  that  defired  object. 
The  final  refult  was,  that  every  ex- 
clufive  right  and  privilege  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  was  at  length  re- 
figned.  The  provinces  which  pof- 
feffed  a  right  of  taxing  themfelves, 
renounced  that  right,-  and  their 
Fates,  together;  and  the  parlia¬ 
ments,  which  had  fo  long  been  the 
boaft  of  France,  and  confidered  as 
the  able  and  inflexible  guardians  of 
the  public  rights,  were  foon  anni¬ 
hilated,  as  well  as  the  provincial 
Fates.  All  the  ancient  lyftems  of 
theology  and  of  the  fchools,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  canon,  political,  and 
ecclefiaftical  bodies  of  law,  were 
fwept  away  like  cobwebs  ;  as  were, 
with  Hill  greater  eafe,  all  the  claims 
or  fuppofed  rights  of  the  court  of 
Home,  and  all  fees  or  taxes  here¬ 
tofore  paid  to  it  for  ever  aboliihed. 
In  a  word,  every  thing  changed  its 
ancient  form  and  afpedl. 

It  was  obferved,  by  men  of 
fhrewd  obfervation,  that  however 
brilliant  the  generous  enthufiafm  of 
the  4th  of  Auguft  appeared,  and 
whatever  honour  the  great  facrifices 
made  by  the  nobility  and  clergy  to 
the  people  conferred  on  the  parties, 
yet  that  this  new  mode  of  hafrily 
palling  the  moll  important  laws  by 
acclamation,  was  fraught  with  much 
inconvenience  and  evil;  that  it 
took  away  from  that  refpect,  from 
that  opinion  of  wifdom,  which  ever 
fhouid  attend  the  proceedings  of  a 
great  deliberative  aflembly ;  more 
particularly  the  prefent,  engaged 
as  it  was  in  the  moil  arduous  talk 
that  ever  had  been  committed  to 
the  hands  of  a  fimilar  body  of  men, 
that  of  correcting  all  the  abufes 
accumulated  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
feries  of  palt  ages,  and  of  framing  a 
new  and  perfedt  conllitutioii  for  the 


government  of  a  great  and  power¬ 
ful  empire,  as  if  it  had  now  been 
only  commencing  its  exirtence. 
They  held,  that  one  eflential  law 
coolly  palfed  in  favour  of  the  people, 
marked  with  its  proper  charadter- 
ifiicks  of  due  deliberation,  difeuf- 
fion  and  enquiry,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  better  elfedts  upon  their  tem¬ 
per  and  difpofition,  and  infpired 
them  with  higher  fentiments  of 
gratitude,  than  the  whole  bundle  of 
laws  thus  precipitately  hurried 
through  by  the  voice  of  clamour 
and  acclamation.  That  fuch  a  tor¬ 
rent  of  benefits  coming  upon  them 
at  once,  was  more  calculated  to  turn 
their  heads,  to  loofen  all  the  bands 
of  fubordination,  to  eradicate  every 
fenfe  of  their  refpedtive  duties,  and 
to  indifpofe  them  to  every  form 
whatever  of  government,  than  to 
render  them  good  citizens,  and  ufe- 
ful  members  of  the  fociety,  in  their 
proper  fphere  of  life.  That  thefe 
laws  fhould  have  been  promulged, 
and  thefe  benefits  communicated 
gradually,  to  give  them  proper  ef- 
fedt,  and  thereby  to  render  them 
ufeful;  but  that  in  the  prefent  ill- 
cholen  feafon  of  pafling  the  one, 
and  no  lefs  ill  mode  of  difpenfing 
the  other,  the  people  mud  naturally 
attribute  them  either  to  a  fudden 
paroxyfm  of  fear  or  of  madnefs ; 
and  that  under  this  impreffion,  their 
gratitude  on  the  one  hand,  and  all 
the  good  effedls  which  were  hoped 
to  proceed  from  thefe  prodigious 
concefficns,  on  the  other,  would  be 
equally  fuperfeded.  They  farther 
infilled,  that  independently  of  all  ex:- 
trinfic  confiderations,  fo  "important 
and  fo  intricate  a  body  of  laws, 
which  went  to  change  the  whole 
law  and  policy  of  the  nation,  tb 
diiarrange  or  difpofe  of  near  half 
its  property,  and  to  draw  eternal 
x  lines 
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lines  of  demarcation  between  the 
rights  and  claims  of  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  great  and  the  fmall, 
required,  whether  with  regard  to 
their  {lability,  or  to  the  character 
of  the  legislators,  that  none  of 
them  feparately,  much  lefs  the 
whole,  ihould  have  been  patted, 
without  deep  thought,  calm  deli¬ 
beration,  long  difcuttion,  clofe  en¬ 
quiry  into  fails  and  confequences, 
and  a  vigorous  exertion  of  all  the 
human  forefight  in  looking  to  pof- 
fible  or  probable  confequences. 

The  event  was,  that  the  nobility 
and  clergy  in  the  provinces,  feeling 
no  part  of  that  enthufiafm  which 
operated  on  their  brethen  upon  the 
4th  of  Auguil,  and  being,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  in  the  higheil  degree  irritated 
by  the  devaflation  and  ruin  which 
they  were  enduring,  were  much 
dittatisfied  with,  and.  very  generally 
condemned  the  conduit  of  their  de¬ 
legates,  in  thus  hailily  lacrifxing 
their  rights  and  property,  without 
their  concurrence,  and  without  ob¬ 
taining  the  fmalleli  fecurity,  either 
prefent  or  future,  for  their  perfons, 
or  for  whatever  {till  remained  of 
their  pottettions,  On  the  other 
hand,  the  illiterate  peafantry,  hav¬ 
ing  received  only  very  imperfeil 
accounts,  and  forming  very  confufed 
ideas  of  what  had  patted  in  the  af- 
fembly,  yet  the  mixture  of  truth 
and  falfehood  which  reached  them, 
that  the  feudal  fyftem  was  entirely 
overthrown,  all  privileges  and  dif- 
tin&ions  between  men  for  ever  a- 
bolifhed,  that  all  open  lands  were 
the  property  of  the  nation  (by 
which  they  underilood  themfelves) 
with  that  addition,  which  was  re¬ 
ceived  more  greedily  than  any 
other,  that  no  rents  were  in  future 
to  be  paid,  thefe  things  they  thought 
not  only  afforded  a  full  j  unification 


of  their  pafl  violence,  but  fufficient 
authority  for  its  continuance;  nor  is 
it  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  they 
fhould  confider  thefe  fudden  and 
extraordinary  benefits  as  either  the 
reward  or  the  effe£l  of  their  own 
outrages.  Under  this  perfuafion 
they  accordingly  renewed  them 
with  greater  violence  than  ever, 
being  now  freed  from  the  dread 
which  had  hitherto  attended  the 
perpetration  of  fimilar  crimes.  The 
national  affembiy  patted  very  fevere 
laws  to  prevent  thefe  diforders,  and 
to  punifh  the  offenders ;  but  they 
not  being  fupported  with  vigour, 
and  no  proper  force  afiigned  for 
carrying  them  into  execution,  they 
produced  little  effect. 

But  the  proprietaries  at  length, 
whofe  fupinenefs  hitherto  had  been 
a  matter  of  general  allonilhment, 
took  up  arms  in  their  own  defence, 
and  checked  the  barbarous  ravages 
of  the  peafantry.  To  this  late-dif- 
covered  vigour  on  their  fide  Rabaut 
attributes  the  ialvation  of  France; 
for  he  obferves,  that  that  clafs  of 
men  who  had  nothing  t<*  lofe,  and 
every  thing  to  gain  in  the  confufion 
of  revolutions,  was  thereby  deterred 
from  attembling. 

As  an  appearance  of  fome  tran¬ 
quillity  and  good-temper  now  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  court  and  attembly, 
the  king  ventured  upon  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  new  miniilry.  The  great 
leal  was  given  to  the  archbifhop  of 
Bourdeaux;  the  nomination  of  bene¬ 
fices  to  the  archbifhop  of  Vienne; 
the  war  department  was  committed 
to  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin  ;  while  St. 
Prieft  and  Montmorin,  who  had 
been  recalled  with  Neckar,  were 
reinfiated  in  their  former  ofiices. 
The  three  former  were  members  of 
the  attembly,  but  they  ceafed  from 
fitting  or  voting  there  after  their 

appointment. 
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appointment.  The  affembly  ex- 
preffed  great  fatisfafticn  at  the 
choice  of  thefe  minifters,  which 
the  king  had  immediately  commu¬ 
nicated  to  them  by  letter. 

It  happened  unfortunately,  that 
the  fame  evil,  which  had  already 
proved  fo  fatal  to  the  king  and  to 
ills  adminiftrations,  ftilljcontinued  to 
prefs  upon  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  with  greater  weight  than  it 
even  had  done  before.  The  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  taxes  was  generally  re¬ 
efed  or  evaded  in  moil  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  there  was  no  money 
to  fupport  government  or  carry  on 
the  public  bufinefs.  In  this  llate 
of  things  the  new  minifters  demand¬ 
ed  an  audience  of  the  affembly ; 
and  the  archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux, 
as  keeper  of  the  feal,  having  expa^ 
tinted  largely  on  the  disordered  and 
melancholy  Hate  of  public  affairs, 
1VL  Neckar,  as  minifter  of  finance, 
demanded  that  the  affembly  fliould 
give  its  fandUon  to  a  loan  of  thirty 
millions  of  livres,  as  a  meafure  in- 
difpenfablyneceffary.  The  neceffity 
was  too  ^evident  to  admit  of  a  dif- 
cuffion;  but  feme  objections  were 
made  on  account  of  the  inftrudtions 
which  the  delegates  had  received 
from  their  conftituents,  not  to  grant 
tiny  fubfidies  until  they  had  com¬ 
pleted  the  conftitution.  Thefe  ob¬ 
jections,  however,  gave  way  to  the 
inirant  and  extreme  di  ft  refs  of  the 
ftate  for  want  of  money  ;  but  this 
©ccafton  afforded  the  firft  inftance  of 
the  total  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  countenance  of  the  af¬ 
fembly  with  refpedt  to  Neckar. 
In  Head  of  adopting  the  fcheme 
formed  by  the  financial  minifter, 
whofe  abilities  and  integrity  they 
had  fo  often  extolled  in  a  degree 
which  approached  to  the  hyperbole, 
they  now  declared  their  total  want 


of  confidence  in  him,  by  altering 
his  plan,  and  narrowing  the  terms 
which  he  propofed  as  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  the  lenders  for  fubferibing 
to  the  loam  The  confequence  was 
natural ;  the  monied  men  would  not 
part  with  their  calh,  and  no  body 
iubferibed ;  and  by  this  very  ill- 
judged  management  the  weaknefs 
or  failure  of  public  credit,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  kept  in 
the  dark,  was  expofed  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope.  This  conduit,  however,  drew 
a  degree  of  unpopularity,  and  even 
of  odium, upon  the  national  affembly, 
which  it  did  not  eafily  get  quit  of ; 
for  as  Neckar  did  not  icruple  pub¬ 
licly  to  vindicate  himfelf,  the  whole 
blame  fell  upon  that  body,  to 
whom  in  reality  it  properly  belong¬ 
ed. 

Upon  this  failure,  the  neceffity 
for  money  every  hour  increafing, 
Neckar  was  permitted  to  preferibe 
fuch  terms  as  he  thought  would  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe,  for  raffing  a  loan 
of  eighty  million^  of  livres,  at  five 
per  cent,  on  the  credit  of  a  vote 
paffed  by  the  affembly.  But  the 
fortunate  moment  was  paft,  and 
could  not  be  regained;  although 
the  propofals  were  fufficiently  al¬ 
luring,  the  fubfeription  hung  too 
heavily  on  hand  to  produce  the  de- 
fired  effeCt,  and,  in  fine,  was  not 
half  filled.  In  the  mean  time  a 
fcheme  of  promoting  and  receiving 
patriotic  conrributions  was  adopt¬ 
ed  ;  and,  like  other  novelties  in  that 
country,  raged  for  its  time  as  aa 
epidemic.  Silver  buckles  and  gold 
rings  were  the  moft  common  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  affembly  ;  fo  that 
in  a  few  days  not  a  filver  buckle 
was  to  be  feen,  nor  probably  many 
wedding  rings  to  be  found,  any 
where  in  or  near  Paris.  The  na¬ 
tional  affembly  themfelves,  in  a 

fudd-en 
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fudden  fit  of  enthufiafm,  difnvan- 
tied  all  their  own  fhoes  one  day 
in  a  moment.  Such  was  the 
rage  of  falhion  while  it  lafted,  that 
the  poorefl  people,  even  thofe 
who  were  little  better  than  living 
pn  charity,  prefented  their  offer¬ 
ings.  The  lowed;  as  well  as  the 
higher  orders  of  courtezans  were 


eminently  diflinguifhed  for  their 
patriotifm  on  this  occafion,  freely 
offering  a  fhare  of  their  earnings  to 
the  fupport  of  the  public. — It  was 
undoubtedly  the  moil  difgraceful 
meafure,  with  refpeft  both  to  the 
nation  and  to  themlelves,  that  ever 
was  adopted  by  any  body  of  men 
in  fimilar  circumftances.  . 


CHAP.  II. 

King  and  queen  fend  their  gold  and  filler  plate  to  the  mbit.  Patriotic  dona¬ 
tions  incapable  of  relieving  the  necejfities  of  the  fate.  Extraordinary  tax 
decreed,  under  the  name  of  a  patriotic  contribution,  by  which  each  man  was 
to  contribute  one  fourth  of  his  annual  revenue  to  the  exigencies  of  the  fate . 
Loud  complaints  and  violent  animofities  excited  by  this  partial  tax.  Eni- 
barraffments  and  difficulties  which  the  national  afembly  experienced  in  f  ram  * 
ing  the  new  declaration  of  rights .  Great  debates  upon  the  propriety  or 

inexpedience  of  adopting  the  meafure .  Declaration  at  length  paffied  and  pro¬ 
mulgated.  Saying  of  Mirabeau  upon  the  fubjedt.  Afembly  divided  into  a 
number  of  fedtions  or  committees ,  to  each  of  which  is  affigned  J'ome  fpecifed 
part  of  the  new  confitution ,  on  which  it  is  to  make  a  report.  Grand 
quefion  arifes ,  What  fhare  of  authority  it  was  fitting  the  king  fhould  pof- 
fefs  in  the  new  legifature?  This  operates  like  a  touchfone  in  trying  every 
man’s  principles ,  and  compelling  him  to  an  open  avowal  of  them,  Afembly 
arranged,  face  to  face ,  in  two  great  hofile  divifioip ,  apparently  equal 
in  frength  and  numbers.  Violent  contefs  enfue,  and  are  fo  long  con¬ 
tinued,  that  the  people  without,  and  at  length  the  whole  nation ,  become 
parties  in  them.  State  of  the  parties  within  and  without,  who  thus  di¬ 
vided  the  afembly  and  the  nation.  King’s  veto,  or  negative,  with  refpedi 
to  the  faffing  of  laws,  one  of  the  fubjedt  s  mofi  violently  and  generally  agi¬ 
tated \  Populace  of  Paris  interfere  openly  in  the  quefion  of  the  veto  ; 

while  the  crowds  in  the  galleries  of  the  afembly  become  fo  daringly  auda¬ 
cious,  as  by  bootings  and  revilings  to  endeavour  to  drown  the  voices ,  and  by 
infults  and  menaces  to  deter  from  giving  their  votes  all  thofe  members  who 
fupported  the  rights  of  the  crown .  Long  lifis  of  members  who  were  marked 
for  profcription ,  and  defined  to  he  vidtims  to  the  vengeance  of  the  people , 
publifhed  in  Paris,  and  difiributed  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  Po¬ 
pular  fermentation  in  Paris  rifen  nearly  to  its  highefi  pitch.  T’he  notorious 
St.  Huriige,  attempts  to  have  the  king,  the  dauphin,  and  the  national  af'em- 
bly,  brought  to  Paris ;  but  by  the  fpirited  exertions  of  La  Fayette,  Bailly, 
and  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  leaders  are  commiited  to  prifon,  and  the  fedition 
quelled.  Heavy  complaints  made  to  the  afernbly  by  feveral  of  its  me?nbers 
of  thofe  treafonable  attempts  againfl  the  freedom  of  the  king,  as  well  as  of 
that  body  itfelf ;  and  like  wife  of  the  lifis  of  profcription  which  were  pub¬ 
lifhed,  and  of  the  incendiary  letters  by  which  they  were  continually  menaced 
with  defirudiion ;  but  Mirabeau  with  his  fadtion  turn  the  whole  complaint 
into  ridicule.  Numberlefs  charges  of  fuppofed  plots  and  confpiracies  now 
made  againf  the  royalifs',  which  ejfedlually  anfwer  one  purpofe ,  in  exciting 

l  a  general 
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a  general  alarm  arid  ferment  through  the  nation.  The  Parifians,  in  parti¬ 
cular  >  become  again  danger oufy  outrageous,  and  every  thing  bears  the  fame 
afpelt  as  in  the  preceding  months  of  June  and  July.  In  this  fate  of  afairs , 
the  king ,  ever  votjhing  to  prefirve  or  ref  ore  tranquillity ,  fends  Neckar  with 
a  propofal  to  the  afembly ,  declaring  that  he  would  be  contented  with  a 
fuj'penfive  veto,  whefe  operation  Jhould  not  laf  longer  than  one  or  two  legif 
latures.  This  propofal  received  with  fat  if  action  ;  and  it  was  decreed 
that  the  royal  juft  erf  on  Jhould  continue  during  two  legifatures .  Great  de¬ 
bates  on  the  quefion ,  whether  the  national  afembly  jhould  he  compofd  of  one 
or  two  chambers .  fuef/on  at  length  carried  for  a,  fugle  chamber  by  a  pro¬ 
digious  majority.  Members  obliged  to  procure  certificates  how  they  had 
given  their  votes,  to  prefervt  their  houjes  and  families  from  defrudiion. 
Afhnhly  decree,  that  the  legifative  bedy  fall  be  renewed  every  two  years 
by  elections.  Receive  a  letter  from  the  king,  containing  his  objections  to 
certain  parts  of  fame  of  the  new  laves,  which  occafom  much  difeontent  in 
the  af  embly.  King  obliged  to  give  his  fadtion  fimply,  and  without  comment , 
to  the  laws  in  quejlion.  Things  tending  faf  to  an  extraordinary  crifs  both 
in  Paris  and  Verj allies.  Afembly,  however ,  confirm  the  hereditary  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  crown  ;  and  declare  the  king’s  perfon  facred  and  inviolable . 
Arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  at  V erfailles ,  the  caufi  or  pretence  of 
the  enjuing  mif chiefs.  Entertainment  given  by  the  ofeers  of  the  king’s  life 
guards  to  thoje  of  the  new  corps,  productive  of  much  li  cent  ici fiefs  and  folly. 
Ibis  banquet  occafons  a  violent  ferment  both  at  Paris  and  Verjailles.  Nu¬ 
merous  army  of  women,  after  plundering  the  town  houfi,  and  fupplying 
themflves  vj.it  h  arms  and  artillery,  march  from  Paris  to  V erjailles.  Are 
followed  by  unnumbered  bands  of  rufians.  And  not  long  after  by  La 
Fayette,  at  the  head  of  a  confderable  army  of  the  national  guards.  Events 
cf  the  fb  and  6th  of  Qdlober .  King  and  royal  family  led  captive  to 
Paris.  1  wnult  in  Paris,  and  the  murder  cf  a  baker,  Joon  after  the  arrival 
of  the  national  afembly,  occajvm  the  greateji  alarm  and  apprehenfon  in  that 
body,.  Severe  decree  pafied,  by  which  the  magif  rates  are  empowered  to  pro-, 
claim  martial  law,  and  to  proceed  to  the  laf  extremities  in  reprefjmg  the  fu¬ 
ture  outrages  of  the  mob.  La  Fayette  procures  the  Duke  of  Orleans’  departure 

in  the  royal  perforsages,  who  were 
obliged  to  defline  the  plate  to  be 
converted  into  current  coin  for  the 
relief  of  their  immediate  neceffi- 
ties. 

It  foon  appeared,  and  might  have 
been  eafily  forefeen,  that  the  pa¬ 
triotic  offerings  were  totally  inca¬ 
pable  of  relieving  the  public  neces¬ 
sities,  which  were  of  too'  vail:  a 
magnitude  to  be  at  all  affe&ed  by 
fuch  trifling  refources :  fo  that  the 
danger  of  a  public  bankruptcy,  and 
of  a  total  ceifation  of  all  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  government,  could  not  but 
1  ftrike 


IN  the  pinching  fcarcity  of  mo¬ 
ney  which  now  prevailed,  the 
king  and  queen  fent  their  gold  and 
fdver  plate  to  the  mint  for  coinage. 
We  had  originally  underftood  this 
to  have  been,  in  the  prefent  fpirit 
of  the  time,  a  patriotic  donation, 
intended  to  give  a  fandlion  and 
countenance  to  the  offerings  of  fil- 
ver  trinkets,  fmall  fums  oi"  money 
and  pieces  of  plate  which  were 
continually  made.  But  it  appears 
from  Neckar,  who  could  not  be 
miffaken,  that  this  meafure  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  mere  abfolute  poverty 
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ilrike  every  mind  with  apprehen- 
iion ;  the  taxes  being  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  unproductive,  and  no  means 
appearing  for  fupplying  their  place 
with  an  adequate  fubftitute.  *  it 
was  in  this  hate  of  hard  and  trying 
difficulty,  when  the  greatnefs  of  the 
neceffity  feemed  a! molt  to  afford  a 
fandion  to  any  meafure  that  might 
be  purlued  for  obtaining  relief,  that 
Neckar  ventured  to  lay  before  the 
affembly  the  fcheme  for  a  fupply, 
which  the  boldeft  min  liter  that  ever 
lived,  and  in  the  molt  defpotic  go¬ 
vernment,  would  perhaps  have  he- 
fitated  at  adopting.  This  was  the 
extraordinary  contribution  of  the 
fourth  part  of  each  man’s  yearly 
revenue,  to  be  paid  at  different  af- 
ligned  periods  during  the  courffi 
of  three  years.  The  eltimate  of 
each  man’s  income,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  amount  of  the  furn  whicfc  he 
was  to  contribute  to  the  Hate,  being 
left  to  his  own  honour. 

It  was  furely  a  lingular  cafe, 
that  a  tax  almoft  without  example 
in  the  moft  arbitrary  governments, 
fhould  have  been  palled  by  a  body 
of  men,  not  only  highly  republican, 
but  who  were  the  avowed  affertors 
of  liberty.  The  peculiar  lituation 
of  the  affembly  will,  however,  ex¬ 
plain  this  circumftance.  They  were 
already  labouring  under  great  and 
general  odium  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  Neckar’s  firft  fcheme  for 
raifing  money  by  a  loan,  which  was 
entirely  and  juftly  charged  to  their 
injudicious  and  wanton  interference 
in  the  buiinefs.  At  the  lame  time, 
inftant  bankruptcy,  with  all  its  fa¬ 
tal  confequences,  were  ftaring  them 
full  in  the  face;  and  if  they  re¬ 
jected  the  prefent  plan,  they  would  * 
have  made  themfelves  thereby  an- 
fwerable  for  all  the  evils  that  might 
iqllow.  Mirabeau’s  eloquence  was. 


however,  neceffary  to  make  the 
decree  pafs  glibly  through  the  af¬ 
fembly  ;  although  he  took  care  to 
infmuate,  in  a  manner  which  could 
not  be  mifunderftood,  that  Neckar 
poffeifed  neither  his  confidence  nor 
efteem. — Ij:  was  too  late  now  for 
the  affembly  to  relied,  that  much 
of  the  public  diltrefs  proceeded 
from  their  own  extraordinary,  and 
as  it  proved  unfortunate  declaration, 
wffiich  taught  the  people  to  conii- 
der  all  the  prefent  taxes  as ‘illegal, 
from  their  not  being  laid  on  by  their 
repfefentatives. 

'Nothing  was,  however,  left  un¬ 
done  by  the  aftemhly,  which 
could  tend  to  render  this  fcheme 
of  fupply  palatable;  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  affuming  the  odious  deno¬ 
mination  of  a  tax,  it  was  repre- 
lented  entirely  as  a  patriotic  con¬ 
tribution,  or  donation.  An  addrefs 
to  the  nation  was  likewife  paffed, 
dating  the  neceffity  of  her  making 
great  facrilices  in  cafes  of  great 
emergency.  But  neither  thefe  mea- 
fures;  nor  a  knowledge  that  the 
fcheme  of  this  tax  originated  with 
Neckar,  could  prevent  a  great 
number  of  thofe  who  were  expole  d 
to  its  effed  Tom  confidering  this 
decree,  as  the  refult  of  a  combina¬ 
tion,  formed  by  men  without  pro¬ 
perty,  to  ftrip  thofe  Who  dill  re¬ 
tained  any,  of  the  iaft  farthing  they 
poffeffed.  For  the  example  being 
once  fet,  of  thus  partially  taxing 
a  part  of  the  community,  and  con¬ 
demning  them  to  bear  all  the  bur¬ 
thens  of  the  hate,  who  could  pre¬ 
tend  to  define  the  extent  to  which 
the  injury  and  oppreffion  might  not 
be  carried  under  the  fandion  of  fucli 
a  precedent ;  efpecially  as  all  power 
was  lodged,  and  liable  to  continue, 
in  the  hands  of  thofe  very  men  vvlio 
had  committed  the  original  wrong  i 

"if 


30]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  i?p6. 


If  ftate  neceffity  was  pleaded  as  the 
colour  or  pretence,  they  obferved, 
that  it  was  at  bed  the  plea  only  of 
tyrants,  and  that  the  fame  pretence 
would  anfvver  the  fame  purpofe, 
while  they  had  any  thing  left  to' 
lofe.  If  the  total  failure  of  the 
cuftomary  taxes  was  brought  as  an 
argument,  the  queftion  was  readily 
put,  why  the  people  were  armed  to 
refill  their  payment,  until  better, 
or  at  lead  other  taxes  were  provid¬ 
ed,  to  fupply  the  deficiency  ?  They 
faid  that  the  landed  proprietors  had 
already  facriiiced  a  great  part  of 
their  rights  and  property  to  the 
public  good;  that  another  great 
portion  had  been  totally  deftroyed, 
by  the  cruel  devaluations  commit¬ 
ted  on  their  edates  and  houfes,  by 
thofe  very  people  on  whom  they 
were  {Lowering  benefits ;  and  that 
now,  in  the  feafon  of  their  humi¬ 
liation  and  didrefs,  fcarcely  breath¬ 
ing  from  the  horrors  and  ruin  which 
they  had  experienced,  to  condemn 
them  to  the  fupport  of  all  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  nation,  was  a  meafure 
of  fuch  injudice  and  cruelty,  as  to 
be  without  example  in  all  the  an¬ 
nals  of  tyranny.  Nor  did  the  fan- 
guine  and  aCtive  part  which  Mira- 
beau  had  taken  in  pafling  this  de¬ 
cree,  ferve  in  any  degree  to  lelien 
thefe  impreflions,  or  to  render  the 
meafure  more  pleafing. — Upon  the- 
whole,  nothing  had  yet  taken  place 
in  the  courfc  of  the  revolution,  which 
leTved  fo  much  to  embitter  the 
minds  of  men,  to  increafe  the  ani- 
mofity  and  malignity  of  parties, 
and  that  through  the  violence  of 
their  collifion  produced  fuch  unfor¬ 
tunate  and  difgraceful  confequences, 
as  this  meafure  of  partial  taxation. 

During  thefe  endeavours  to  re¬ 
medy  the  diftrefles  oceafioned  by 


the  difordered  ftate  of  the  finances?, 
(which  took  up  no  fmalt  fpace  of 
timq)  the  National  aflembly  was 
bufily  occupied  in  forming  different 
parts  of  the  new  couftitution,  and 
particularly  in  framing  their  cele¬ 
brated  declaration  of  the  fights  of 
men  and  of  citizens.  On  this  laft 
fubjeft  the  aflembly  feemed  greatly 
to  bewilder  themfelves  in  abftraft 
queftions  and  metaphyflcal  difqui- 
fitions.  La  Fayette,  whofe  princi¬ 
ples  were  truly  and  entirely  Ame¬ 
rican,  brought  forward  a  declara¬ 
tion,  which  was  little  more  or  lefs 
than  an  epitome  of  all  thofe  that 
had  been  adopted  by  the  different 
members  of  the  united  dates.  This 
might  poflibly  have  been  fo  far 
received  as  to  become  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  a  fort  of  ground-work  to  their 
own,  if  the  abbe  Sieyes  had  not 
compofed  an  abftraCt  and  difficult 
work,  in  which  he  defined  and 
traced  the  rights  of  man  to  their 
firft  principles.  Though  the  abbe’s 
friends  and  admirers  were  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  their  fupport  of  this  pro¬ 
duction,  they,  however,  procured 
the  overthrow  of  La  Fayette’-s  fyf- 
tem;  but  this  double  failure,  in- 
fteaa  of  operating  as  a  difeoutage- 
ment,  was  fucceeded  by  fuch  a 
multitude  of  plans  of  new  declara¬ 
tions,  that  the  aflembly,  embarraf- 
fed  by  the  variety  of  choice,  found 
it  neceflary  to  appoint  a  committee* 
in  order  to  reduce  the  fubftance  of 
thofe  numerous  plans  into  one  di- 
geft,  which  they  might  refer  to,  as 
a  text  book  in  their  deliberations. 

This  digeft  was  as  far  from  af¬ 
fording  fatisfa&ion  as  the  feparatg 
plans  of  individuals.  In  the  mean 
time  e flays  were  every  day  written 
upon  the  fubjeCt,  and  every  man 
feemed  to  think  it  the  eafieft  thing 
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Jn  the  world  to  do*  that  which  none 
did.  Opinions  multiplied  upon 
opinions  in  the  afl’-mbly,  every 
time  the  fubjedl  was  canvaffed ; 
every  line  teemed  with  new  diffi¬ 
culties  ;  the  mutual  jealoufies  and 
diftrufts  of  the  parties  led  them  to 
fufpedt  fome  dangerous  my  fiery  or 
hidden  fraud  to  be  involved  in  the 
moft  firnple  and  obvious  axioms ; 
and  while  they  reciprocally  accufed 
each  other  without  ceremony,  ei¬ 
ther  of  intending  to  give  the  reins 
entirely  to  licentioufnefs,  or  of  wifh- 
ing  to  check  the  progrefs  of  liber¬ 
ty,  cool  debate  and  difpaffionate  dif- 
cuffion  were  in  fuch  circumftances 
things  to  be  wifhed  for  but  not  ex¬ 
pected, 

A  declaration  which  was  pro- 
pofed  by  one  of  the  feCtions  into 
which  the  affetnbly  was  divided, 
was  at  length  fo  far  received,  as  to 
become  the  fubjeft  of  general  de¬ 
bate,  with  a  view  to  its  affording 
the  foundations  for  the  grand  fu- 
perftru&ure.  Every  article  became 
a  fubjeCt  of  much  difcuffion,  and 
was  not  unfrequently  productive  of 
great  heat  and  bitternefs.  The 
debates  were  exceedingly  tedious 
and  uninterefting ;  being  in  many 
cafes  a  mere  war  of  words,  running 
much  into  metaphyflcal  abftraCtions, 
grammatical  niceties,  and  verbal 
difputes  of  no  value.  They  were 
rendered  fill  more  irkfome  and  dif¬ 
ficult  from  its  being  fcarcely  poffi- 
ble  to  arrange  any  number  of  words 
in  fuch  a  form,  as  would  equally 
ftrike  the  ears,  and  be  received 
with  the  fame  degree  of  compre- 
henfion,  by  fo  great  an  affemblage 
of  men  as  twelve  hundred,  even 
fuppoling  that  they  were  all  equally 
iincere  in  their  purfuit  of  the  truth, 
and  that  none  were  prompted  by 
particular  motives  ter  deviate  from 


the  right  line  of  direflion.  It  be¬ 
came  indeed  now  evident,  if  it  had 
been  before  doubted,  that  fo  nume¬ 
rous  a  body  was  by  no  means  pro¬ 
perly  calculated  for  a  deliberative 
affembly. 

The  debates  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  entirely  confined  to  the  fub- 
jeCt  or  compofition  of  the  declara¬ 
tion,  for  one  cf  the  mod  coniider- 
able,  and  perhaps  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  with  regard  to  matter,  arofe 
upon  the  queftion  of  adopting  the 
meafure,  confidered  with  refpeCt  to 
its  expedience  and  propriety.  It 
was  faid,  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the 
meafure,  that  this  American  idea 
was,  in  faCt,  more  brilliant  than 
folid  ;  that  it  originated  from  a  new 
and  peculiar  date  of  things,  which 
did  not  exift  with  refpeCt  to  France  £ 
but  that  whether  it  fuited  or  not 
the  circumftances  and  condition  of 
thofe  by  whom  it  was  firft  adopt¬ 
ed,  was  not  the  queftion  to  be  con¬ 
fidered,  but  whether  it  fuited  their 
own  ?  This  they  endeavoured  to 
difprove.  They  dated  in  the  firft 
place,  that  fuch  a  declaration,  in 
the  prefent  date  and  temper  cf  the 
nation,  would  not  only  be  inexpe-  ' 
dient,  but  might  probably  prove 
dangerous,  from  an  improper  ufe 
being  made  of  it ;  that  the  people, 
juft  delivered  from  oppreffion,  and 
indulging  themfelves  in  a  momen¬ 
tary  licentioufnefs,  were  unprepared 
for  fuch  new  dodlrines  ;  that  when 
they  were  intoxicated  with  the  un- 
accuftomed  fpirit  of  independence* 
they  would  no  longer  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  but  would 
be  too  apt  to  confider  them  only  as 
remaining  appendages  of  that  fyf* 
tem  of  ancient  tyranny,  from  whofe 
other  fhackles  they  had  fo  lately  fet 
themfelves  free ;  and  under  this 
blind  delufton  they  would  eagerly 
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exjbrt  their  new  liberty  in  enforcing 
by  violence  every  claim  which  ca¬ 
price,  folly,  or  the  word  paffions 
inight  fugged. 

They  added,  that  in  order  to 
avoid  thefe  mifchiefs  and  dangers, 
which  were  too  obvious  to  be  over¬ 
looked  by  any  body,  the  affembly, 
after  involving  itfelf  in  a  talk  of 
great  moment  and  expectation, 
would  be  afraid  to  execute,  con¬ 
fidently  and  properly,  that  difficult 
bufinefs  which  it  had  fo  needlefsly 
and  wantonly  undertaken ;  for  that 
under  thefe  fhacldes  it  could  only 
form  a  patched  up,  imperfeCt,  in- 
confident  work,  under  the  name  of 
a  declaration  of  rights,  which  would 
be  a  difgrace  to  the  authors  as  well 
as  to  the  fubjeCt,  the  parts  militat¬ 
ing  againft  each  other,  and  contra¬ 
dicting  the  title,  from  tl>£  number 
of  redraints  and  limitations  with 
which,  in  fuch  untoward  circum- 
dances,  it  mud  of  neceffity  abound  ; 
and  thus  the  mighty  whole,  when 
it  came  forth,  indead  of  a  political 
creed,  which  fliould  convert  all 
mankind  by  the  judnefs  and  fitn- 
plicity  of  its  principles,  would  prove 
an  infignificant,  incoherent,  con¬ 
tradictory  jargon.  They  faid,  the 
affembly,  by  this  premature  attempt, 
would  find  itfelf  involved  in  other 
difficulties  which  it  did  not  feem 
aware  of,  with  refpeCt  to  the  great 
caution  which  was  to  be  ufed  in 
not  confining  its  own  powers  of 
legidation,  and  the  danger  of  a 
contradiction  between  general  prin¬ 
ciples  and  particular  laws ;  this 
mud  Qccafion  their  declaration  of 
thofe  principles  to  be  timid  and 
circumfpeCt,  if  not  equivocal ;  and 
the  production  will  appear  to  be 
merely  the  offspring  of  their  pre- 
fent  neceffities,  and  of  the  ruling 
prejudices  of  the  moment. 


GISTER,  1756. 

Were  k  not  better,  therefore, 
faid  .they,  to  defer  your  declaration 
of  rights,  until  the  conditution  is 
completed  and  edablilhed  ?  We 
fnall  then  have  it  in  our  power  to  . 
appropriate  the  one  to  the  other, 
and  to  make  them  harmonize  to¬ 
gether. — A  fhrewd  quedion  was  put 
by  Malouet  :  “  Why,”  faid  he, 

“  ffiould  we  tranfport  men  to  the  , 
“  ideal  fummit  of  a  mountain,  and 
“  ffiew  them  the  extenfive  domain  . 
“  of  their  ripffits  beneath,  when  we 
“  (hall  mod  affuredly  be  obliged  to 
ff  make  them  defcend,  and  to  bring 
“  them  into  the  real  world,  where 
“  they  will  find  every  dep  fettered 
“  with  redraints.” 

The  much  more  numerous  party 
who  fupported  the  meafure,  hooted 
at  and  fcoffed  the  idea  of  fuppofing 
danger  in  enlightening  the  public, 
and  communicating  to  them  a 
knowledge  of  their  rights.  It  was 
not  difficult,  efpeclally  in  the  pre- 
fent  date  of  things,  to  find  a  circle 
of  common  place  arguments  upon 
this  head — That  it  had  been  the 
old  trick  of  defpotifm  in  all  ages 
and  places  to  keep  the  people  igno¬ 
rant,  in  order  to  rivet  their  chains 
the  more  firmly,  and'  to  render 
their  flavery  eternal.  They  talked 
in  lofty  language,  but  not  always 
eafily  understood,  about  the  native 
rights  of  man,  which,  they  faid,  are 
eternal,  inalienable,  and  impre- 
fcriptibie;  that  their  fource  is  in 
nature  itfelf ;  that  they  are  equal 
and  unchangeable  in  every  age  and 
every  country,  and  can  never  yield 
to  any  reafon  of  convenience  or 
neceffity.  That,  as  the  foie  objeCl 
/  of  fociety  is  the  prefervation  of 
thefe  rights,  to  declare  what  they 
are,  is  an  indifpenfable  preliminary 
to  the  eftabliffiment  of  a  political 
conditution.  That  the  reprefenta- 
*  tives 


lives  of  the  people  are  fpecially 
called  upon  to  declare  them,  be- 
caufe  it  is  their  duty  to  lay  the 
foundations  before  they  raife  the 
edifice ;  to  eflabliih  principles  be¬ 
fore  they  draw  conclufions  ;  to  fix 
upon  a  determinate  and  invariable 
end,  before  they  make  choice  of 
the  means  by  whicn  it  is  to  be  ob¬ 
tained.  That  it  is  neceflary  to  de¬ 
clare  them,  in  order  that  the  people 
may  underftand  and  decide  upon 
the  motives  of  their  legiflators  ; 
that  our  fuccefi'ors  may  tread  in  our 
footfteps,  and,  feeing  clearly  our  ob¬ 
ject,  and  comprehending  fully  the 
fcope  of  our  defign,  may  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  bring  our  work  to  perfec¬ 
tion;  and  that  other  nations  may 
be  made  fenfible  by  our  precepts 
of  the  injuries  they  fuffer,  and  may 
learn  by  our  example  how  to  redreis 
them.  It  is  a  debt  which  France 
owes  to  mankind. 

This  celebrated  declaration  of 
rights  has  been  fo  long  before  the 
world,  and  has  every  where,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  this  country,  been  already 
fo  much  difcufled,  that  any  obfer- 
vation  now  upon  it  would  not  only 
be  needlefs,  but  could  fcareely  avoid 
being  a  repetition  of  what  has  been 
already  faid.  It  was  allowed  by  all 
parties,  even  in  France,  to  contain 
much  good  matter,  and  the  nobles 
and  clergy  acknowledged  that  many 
of  its  articles  were  excellent.  Con- 
fjdered  as  a  compofition,  it  bears 
evident  marks  of  hade,  and  is  by 
no  means  a  regular  and  homo¬ 
geneous  work.  Sometimes  it  an¬ 
nounces  rights;  again  it  preferibes 
fefiraints :  here  it  anticipates  the 
objects  of  legiflation ;  and  there  it 
direCts  and  attack  againft  defpotifm; 
which  it  could  not  confidently  fup- 
Jiofe  to  exid.  It  was  not  till  the 
Vql;  XXXII* 


end  of  Augud  that  the  production 
was  .finifhed. 

Perhaps  there  was  fcareely  lefsS 
truth  than  wit  in  Mirabeau’s  obfer- 
vation  on  this  declaration,  “  That  it 
“  would  an  fiver  no  other  purpofe 
t(  than  that  of  a  political  almanack 
“  for  the  current  year.” 

Through  this  whole  courfe,  tlld 
afiembly  was  divided  into  a  number 
of  left  ions  or  committees,  to  each, 
of  which  was  afligned  fome  fpecified 
part  of  the  new  conditution,  on 
which  it  was  to  give  its  opinion  and 
advice  in  a  report,  which  then  be¬ 
came  a  fubjeCt  cf  general  difeuftion. 
But  in  thus  fettling  the  conditution^ 
a  quediori  (as  all  things  were  now 
unhinged)  neceflarily  arofe,  which 
ferved  more  to  divide  the  opinions 
and  to  agitate  the  minds  of  meri 
than  any  other ;  this  was  the  grand 
qiiedion,  What  lhare  of  autho¬ 
rity  it  was  fitting  the  king  fhould 
pbifefs  in  the  new  legiflature  ?  This 
operated  like  a  touchdone.  Iii 
other  matters,  the  different  orders 
and  parties  were  condantly  divided 
among  themfelves,  but  now,  every* 
man  found  himfelf  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  avowing  and  fupporting  his 
principles,  or  of  giving  them  up 
for  ever.  What  had  never  hap¬ 
pened  before,  the  prefident  now  law; 
on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left; 
the  whole  afiembly  arranged  in  two 
grand  hoilile  qivilions,  and  thefe  fo 
nearly  poifed  in  point  of  number, . 
that  the  moll  experienced  eye  could 
riot  determine  on  which  fide  the 
advantage  might  lie.  The  conflicts 
were  fo  hard  fought  on  both  fides^ 
fp  often  renewed,  and  fo  lohg  con¬ 
tinued,  and  thri  fubjeCt  of  debate  fb» 
indtiftrioiifiy  fpread  and  liniverfally 
known,  that  the  whole  nation  be¬ 
came  parties  in  the  conteft,  and  the 
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diftention  and  agitation  was  not  lefs 
among  the  people  at  large,  than  it 
was  within  the  walls  of  the  aftem- 
bly.  All  the  paflions  which  had 
hitherto  been  in  fome  degree  friio- 
tliered,  now  burft  forth  with  greater 
force  from  their  reftraint,  and  many 
fprung  from  recent  caufes,  appear¬ 
ed  in  ajl  the  ardour  of  juvenility. 
Rabaut  owns,  that  every  debate  in 
the  affembly  was  now  a  quarrel ; 
and  the  heat  and  violence  without 
was  frill  greater. 

On  the  one  fide  were  arranged, 
in  the  hr  ft  inftance,  thofe  who  had  at 
all  times  conftdered  the  fovereign 
as  the  foie  and  rightful  legiftator ; 
with  thefe  were  joined  thofe  who, 
without  entering  into  the  abftraCt 
principle,  were  from  habit  or  opi¬ 
nion  attached  to  monarchy,  and 
who  were  ftruck  with  dread  and 
horror  at  the  fudden  torrent  of  re- 
publicanifm  which  now  fo  fuddenly 
overfpread  the  land;  to  thefe  were 
to  be  added  the  fmaller  band,  who 
felt  themfelves  attached  by  affeCtion 
to  the  king’s  perfon,  and  that  much 
more  numerous,  which,  from  in- 
terefted  motives,  found  itfelf  bound 
at  all  events  to  the  fupport  of  king¬ 
ly  government.  But  the  great  force 
on  that  fide  was  a  new  acceflion  ; 
being  compofed  of  the  nobility  and 
clergy,  who,  though  reduced  in  pow¬ 
er,  were  ftill  refpeCtable,  if  not  for¬ 
midable,  from  their  number,  as  well 
as  from  what  ftill  remained  of  their 
influence.  Thefe,  become  at  length 
fenfible  of  the  baleful  effeCt  of  their 
paft  tergiverfation,  reflecting  in  bit- 
ternefs  of  heart  upon  the  manner 
in  which  both  orders  had  been  al¬ 
ternately  duped  by  the  commons, 
and  led  blindly  to  play  their  own 
game  into  their  hands,  and  clearly 
perceiving  now  that  nothing  lefs 


than  their  final  ruin  was  intended, 
were  equally  convinced  that  nothing 
could  avert  that  ruin,  but  the  re¬ 
taining  of  fo  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  king,  as  might  prove 
fome  check  to  the  prevailing  fyftem, 
and  enable  him  to  interpofe  with 
effeCt  in  their  pfefervation. 

On  the  other  fide  was  oppofed,  in 
much  clofer  and  firmer  array,  and 
much  better  officered  and  command¬ 
ed,  the  whole  body  of  republicans 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  who,  not- 
withftanding  the  innumerable  divi- 
fions  into  which  they  were  formed, 
and  the  great  diftances  by  which 
the  parts  were  feparated,  were  fo 
intimately  connected,  and  their 
correfpondence  and  union  fo  per¬ 
fectly  eftablilhed,  that  their  general 
movements  difplayed  the  facility 
which  might  have  been  expeCted 
from  thofe  of  a  fingle  individual. 
With  thefe  were  joined  no  fmall 
number  of  men,  who  flood  in  the 
very  odd  predicament,  that  though 
they  joined  the  republicans  in  every 
thing,  they  were  notwithftanding 
attached  to  fome  undefined  or  un¬ 
known  fpecies  of  monarchy,  but 
were  unable  to  decide  in  themfelves 
what  that  fhould  be ;  thefe  having 
no  other  principle  of  union  or  ac¬ 
tion  than  one  common  fear,  that  the 
crown  might  recover  its  former 
preponderance  and  power,  could  fee 
no  other  evil  or  danger  whatever  ; 
but  that  was  fo  ftrongly  fixed  in  their 
minds,  that  it  feemed  difficult  to 
affign  what  degree  of  humiliation 
or  weaknefs  it  could  be  reduced  to, 
which  would  prove  fufftcient  to  re¬ 
move'  their  apprehenfions.  Under 
this  impreffion,  although  they  were 
direCtly  adverfe  to  republicanifm 
in  principle,  their  conduCt  produced 
the  fame  effeCt  as  if  they  had  been- 
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tile  warmeft  and  moft  determined 
zealots  in  thecaufe;  nor  were  they 
awakened  from  this  delulion  till  the 
bulinefs  was  over,  when  their  opi¬ 
nion  and  ailion  were  become  as 
ufelefs  as  their  repentance. 

But  that  great  power  which  over¬ 
ruled  all  others  in  the  kingdom,  that 
turbulent  metropolis  which  contain¬ 
ed  within  its  old  walls  a  very  nu¬ 
merous  and  a  moft  peculiar  nation, 
was  not  only  fuificient  to  turn  but 
direiled  the  management  of  the 
fcale  in  all  cafes  as  it  liked.  Paris, 
therefore,  little  needed  the  aid  of 
Rennes  in  Brittany,  and  feveral  other 
of  the  more  confiderable  cities  and 
towns,  which  having  received  the 
fame  republican  bias,  were,  how¬ 
ever  inferior  in  ftrength,  fcarcely 
lefs  zealous  in  the  caufe. 

One  of  the  queftions  which  arofe 
upon  this  fubjecl,  and  which  was  the 
longed:  and  the  mod  violently  agi¬ 
tated,  both  within  and  without  the 
afiembly,  was  that  relative  to  the 
king’s  veto,  or  negative,  upon  the 
palling  of  laws.  The  difference 
between  the  two  parties  upon  this 
queftion  was  fo  wide,  that  it  feemed 
fcarcely  poffible  they  could  ever 
meet  or  unite ;  for  while  one  brought 
ftrong  reafons  to  ftiew  that  this  au¬ 
thority  in  the  crown  was  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  to  the  public  intereft, 
in  order  to  preferve  a  check, upon 
the  tumultuary  nature  of  public  af- 
femblies,  and  prevent  their  palling 
not  only  without  due  confideration, 
but  under  the  influence  perhaps  of 
the  moft  fudden  and  outrageous  paf- 
lions,  laws,  which  from  their  abfur- 
dity,  their  iniquity,  or  impolicy, 
might  draw  on  national  difgrace, 
public  injuftice,  or  even  foreign 
danger.  On  the  other  fide,  the  re¬ 
taining  of  this  power  in  the  king’s 
hands,  it  \va?  reprefented,  would  be 


the  means  of  overthrowing  every 
thing  that  had  yet  been  done  for  the 
liberty  and  good  of  the  people ; 
that  by  this  negative,  without  af- 
figning  reafon  or  motive  for  his 
conduit,  he  might  obftruil  thofe 
meafures  which  were  of  the  highefi: 
utility  to  the  people,  merely  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  intrigues  of  his  court,  or 
the  machinations  of  his  minifiers  ; 
that  by  thus  impeding  or  arrefting 
the  operations  of  the  afiembly, 
the  great  work  of  regeneration, 
which  the  people  now  fo  confi¬ 
dently  expeiled,  would  be  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable,  and  all  their 
hopes  fruftrated  ;  that  if  the  ill 
effeils  of  this  dangerous  power  did. 
not  even  immediately  take  place, 
they  would  not  be  the  lefs  certain 
when  the  proper  feafon  arrived  for 
their  operation  ;  that  when  the  pre- 
fent  vigilance  of  the  people  and 
their  reprefentatives  was  relaxed, 
and  means  ufed  to  lull  them  into  a 
fatal  fecurity,  then  the  king  might 
fuddenlv,  at  his  pleafure,  infliit  a 
paralytic  ftroke  upon  the  legiflativ^ 
body,  which  would  difable  and  ren¬ 
der  it  totally  ufelefs.  And  that,  in 
fail,  this  veto  was  a  never-failing 
inftrument  of  tyranny,  and  the  moft 
odious  and  dangerous  relick  of  an¬ 
cient  defpotifm  which  could  pofilbly 
be  retained. 

The  queftion  was  branched  out 
into  feveral  parts.  After  they  had 
been  occupied  in  the  firft  inftance 
to  make  fuch  provifion  as  ftiould 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  veto 
with  refpeil  to  the  ails  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  affembly,  the  clear  difcernment 
of  Mounier  Ihewed  that  this  was 
mere  wafte  of  time,  the  fubjeit  not 
admitting  of  a-  queftion  ;  for  the 
prefent  afiembly  being  appointed  bv 
the  nation,  for  the  fpecial  purpofe 
of  framing  a  conftitution,  it  was 

[C  zj  J  thereby 
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thereby  placed  in  a  fltttation  dif¬ 
ferent,  with  refpedt  to  the  royal 
negative,  from  what  its  fucceffors 
might  be  ;  the  real  faft  being,  that 
the  royal  power,  during  their  per¬ 
formance  of  that  duty,  was,  of  ne- 
ceiiit'r,  virtually  though  not  formal¬ 
ly  fuipended :  fo  that  their  con  (li¬ 
ra  ent  adh  were  not  to  depend  upon 
the  king’s pleafure or  fonftion — thev 
required  his  diredl  acceptance,  which 
could  not  be  refufed. 

The  fir  ft  part  of  the  fuhjedt  be¬ 
ing  thus  difpofed  of,  the  poflible  or 
probable  future  confequence  of  the 
royal  fonclior’s  being  retained  or 
abolifhed,  became  the  fubjedt  of 
dilcufTion ;  and  another  quellion 
fprung  from  this,  If  the  king  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  have  a  negative  upon  laws, 
{ball  that  negative  be  final,  or  (hall 
it  only  be  fufpenftve'  for  a  limited 
time } 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fecondary 
agents  or  leaders  of  the  populace  in 
Paris  began  to  interfere  openly  on 
the  queftion  of  the  veto,  and  on  all 
the  other  points  relative  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  which  were  then  agitated 
by  the  aftembly;  while  the  crowds 
in  their  own  galleries  became  every 
day  more  infolent  and  outrageous, 
drowning  the  voice  of  thofe  mem¬ 
bers  whom  they  did  not  like,  by 
Footings  and  revilings,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  over-awe  them  by  infult 
and  menace  j  while  long  lifts  of 
members  who  were  marked  to  be 
profcdbed,  were  difpcrfed  not  only 
in  the  capital,  but  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  popular  fermentation  in 
Paris  was  riling  to  the  higheft  pitch. 
All  the  old  manoeuvres  which  had 
produced  fuch  extraordinary  effed’l 
in  the  preceding  months  of  June 
and  July,  were  renewed  in  the  gar¬ 
dens  of  the  palais  royal,  and  ia 


die  adjoining  political  coftee-houfes,. 
The  turbulent  St.  Huruge  (for¬ 
merly  an  officer  in  the  king’s  Fer- 
vice)  but  noted  for  the  great  (hare 
which  he  had  held  in  all  the  dif- 
turbances  of  the  capital,  propofed 
to  feni  a  deputation  to  Verfailles, 
to  infill  that  the  king,  the  dauphin, 
and  the  national  aftembly,  fhould 
reftde  at  Paris ;  and  fent  deputies 
to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  to  demand 
the  approbation  of  the  reprefenta» 
lives  aftembled  there  to  this  mea- 
fure.  The  Hotel  de  Ville,  under 
the  influence  of  M.  Bailly,  the 
mayor,  together  with  La  Fayette, 
behaved  with  fenfe  and  fpirit  upon 
this  occafton  :  the  former  ftrongly 
prohibited  all  tumultuous  aftemblies ; 
and  La  Fayette,  by  the  aftiftance  of 
his  national  guards,  gave  effect  to 
the  decree,  by  committing  St. 
Huruge,  Tinlot,  and  lime  of  the 
moil  violent  motion  -  makers  and 
agitators  to  prifon.-^Thus  was  F§- 
dition  for  a  lhort  Fpace  checked. 

A. 

The  counts  of  Clermont  Ton- 
nere,  Lally  Tollendal,  with  Mou- 
nier,  and  other  men  of  eminence, 
made  heavy  complaints  in  the  na¬ 
tional  aftembly  of  thofe  rebellious 
attempts  againft  the  f  eedom  of  the 
king,  and  of  that  body  itFelF;  as 
well  as  thofe  lils  of  prescription 
which  were  every  where  Fpread,  in¬ 
cluding  the  names  of  all  thofe  mem¬ 
bers  who  wiffied  well  to  the  projeft  * 
of  two  chambers,  or  who  fupported 
the  royal  negative ;  and  of  the  ano¬ 
nymous  letters  which  they  daily  re¬ 
ceived,  threatening  them  with  dp? 
ilru&ion, 

Mirabeau,and  fome  of  his  friends, 
laid  they  had  received  letters  equal? 
ly  violent  and  threatening,  for  vot¬ 
ing  againft  tithes;  and  the  firft  afo 
fefted  to  treat  with  the  greateft  corn- 
tempt  and  ridicule  the  panic  terror^ 
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tb  which  certain  cowardly  members 
were  liable.  The  aflembl'y,  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  eftablifhed  cuftom  in  all 
caies  relative  to  that  people,  pafied 
over  the  infults  of  the  Pari fians, 
without  Ihcvvmg  the  fmalldt  ipirit, 
and  thereby  became  liable  to  the 
neceffary  confequence,  of  being  ex- 
poled  to  Hill. greater  intuits  in  future. 

For  fome  time  pall,  but  particu¬ 
larly  fince  the  late  animofities  which 
had  arilen  among  the  parties,  [lories 
of  plots  and  confpiracies  had  been 
moft  unaccountably  fpread  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
deeply  affefted  the  minds  of  the 
•people.  Some  of  theie  were  charg¬ 
ed  diredtly  upon  the  court,  among 
which  the  intended  efcape  of  the 
king  and  the  royal  family  from 
Verlailles  to  Metz,  formed  the  prin¬ 
cipal  figure.  Others  were  charged 
upon  the  ariftocratic  party,  who 
were  fuppofed  to  intend  the  re  Ite¬ 
ration  of  the  king  to  his  former 
power,  merely  to  render  him  an  in- 
lirument  for  the  attainment  of  their 
own  ends,  and  for  further  fecuring 
what  they  attained.  How  far  theie 
plots  were  real  or  pretended,  it  is 
impoffible  at  prelent  to  decide. 
There  certainly  never  was  a  period 
or  a  country  in  which  fabrications 
of  this  fort,  however  falfe,  and 
however  palpably  inconfiiient  and 
abfard,  would  have  been  received 
with  greater  avidity,  or  credited 
With  lefs  enquiry,  than  France  at 
this  time.  It  is  likewife  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  ideas  of  plots  were 
at  this  time  highly  necelTary  to  toe 
prevailing  party  ;  and  we  have  feen, 
that  they  poft’eii'ed  means,  which 
have  not  often  been  equalled,  of 
making  fuch  impreflions  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  mind  as  they  deemed  neceffary. 

•  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be 
idle  to  'fuppofe,  that  the  multitude 


of  men,  whofe  fituation  and  condi¬ 
tion  in  life  had  been  fo  fuddcnly 
and  totally  changed,  muft  not  be 
much  dilcontented,  and  that  they 
would  not  readily  embrace  any  well- 
founded  fcheme  for  the  recovery  of 
what  they  had  loft  ;  fo  that  we  may 
take  it  ror  granted,  that  there  would 
have  been  an  abundance  of  plotters, 
if  there  had  been. any  feafible  plot 
formed,  but  the  total  defedl  of 
evidence  to  prove  the  exiftence  of 
any,  at  a  time  when  the  aifeovery 
was  fo  eagerly  fought,  and  fo  much 
depended  on  the  proof,  ftrongly  in¬ 
dicate  that  thefe  reports  and  alarms 
were  mere  political  fabrications, 
calculated  to  anfwer  certain  pur- 
pofes,  and  to  produce  certain  ob¬ 
vious  effects.  Indeed  the  ilate  of 
public  affairs,  the  temper  that  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  country,  and 
the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  pea- 
fantry,  all  concurred  in  rendering 
it  impoffible  for  the  arillocrates  to 
form  any  rational  and  well- founded 
fchenv ,  for  the  prefent  recovery  of 
their  affairs.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  that  they  were  guilty  of  great 
indiferetions ;  and  that  in  their 
cups,  through  their  habitual  loofe- 
nefs  of  [beech,  and  natural  turn  for 

i 

boafting,  they  laid  many  things 
which  they  never  thought  of  when 
fober.  Tids  was  in  character,  and 
to  be  expected. 

The  reports,  however,  produced 
the  lame  efteft  in  one  relpedf,  as  if 
the  plots  had  been  real,  by  exciting 
a  great  and  general  ferment  through 
the  nation.  Jt  was  net  tb  be  ex- 

1* 

pedled  tnat  the  Parifians,  ever  cre¬ 
dulous,  and  ever  lufpicious,  fhould 
be  the  laft  that  were  thus  affedted. 
Every  thing  began  to  bear  a  moll 
dangerous  appearance  in  that  city, , 
and  all  who  had  witnelfed  their  late 
violences,  had  every  thing  now  to 
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apprehend  ;  and  a  fecond  explofion 
like  that  of  the  Baftile  feemed  al¬ 
ready  in  view.  The  king’s  veto 
was,  however,  the  prefent  oHenfible 
caufe  of  tumult.  If  that  was  al¬ 
lowed,  the  clergy  and  nobles,  they 
cried,  will  renew  all  their  power  ; 
— “  We  mull  adt,  and  in  Handy  too, 
“  elfe,  in  three  days,  France  will 
“  be  enflaved.”  In  the  height  of 
this  ferment,  two  violent  refolutions, 
which  were  tranfmitted  from  the 
towns  of  Renrtes  and  Dinant,  pro¬ 
duced  a  fimilar  effedt  to  what  a 
large  quantity  of  oil  poured  upon  a 
lire  already  raging  might  have 
done. 

In  this  Hate  of  things  the  king, 
ever  difpofed  to  accommodate  and 
conciliate,  in  the  hope  of  reforing 
<>uiet,  and  if  poflible  of  efablifh- 
Ing  good  temper,  determined  to 
foften  matters  v/ith  refpedl  to  the 
veto;  a  conceflion  which  came  the 
better  from  him,  as  the  affembly 
were  involved  in  a  fort  of  a  dilem¬ 
ma  from  their  own  paH  declaration, 
that  his  fandtion  was  neceffary  to 
the  palling  of  laws,  fo  that  they 
could’ not  with  any  propriety  pro¬ 
ceed  to  thofe  extremities  on  the 
fubjedt,  which  the  moH  violent  of 
the  republican  party  wilhed.  Neck- 
ar  was  accordingly  difpatclied  to 
the  affembly  with  a  memoire,  pro- 
pofing  a  veto  which  ihjfuld  only 
have  the  power  of  fufpending  laws 
during  one  or  twolegiflatures.  This 
was  received  with  evident  fatisfac- 
tion,  excepting  by  fome  of  the  moH 
violent  of  thofe  who  fupported  (not 
the  king,  but)  the  fovereignty, 
who  would  not  admit  any  modifica¬ 
tion  of  the  veto,  and  infilled  that  he 
had  been  ill  advifed  by  his  minifiers 
in  propofing  the  conceffion.  They 
being,  however,  over-ruled,  it  was 
at  length  agreed,  that  the  king 


Ihould  have  the  power  to  fufpend  a 
law  during  two  legiflatures ;  but, 
that  if  the  third  affembly  perfiHed 
in  it,  he  Ihould  then  be  obliged  to 
give  his  fandtion. 

It  was  a  curious  circumfiance  in 
Mirabeau’s  condudl,  that  while  he 
fupported  the  royal  veto  with  the 
utmofi  vehemence  of  his  charadler, 
and  that  one  of  the  befi  fpeeches 
he  ever  made  was  upon  that  ground, 
his  emiffaries  in  Paris  were  in^- 
Hrudted  to  perfuade  the  people  that 
he  oppofed  it  with  all  his  might; 
and  to  fupport  the  delufioh,  he  took 
care  to  quit  the  affembly  juH  before 
the  divifion,  that  his  vote  might  not 
appear  as  a  record  againfi  it. 

Another  bufinefs  of  not  lefs  im¬ 
portance  underwent  at  the  fame  time 
a  courfe  of  long  and  great  difcuffion. 
This  was,  whether  the  national 
“  affembly  fiiould  be  compofed  of 
“  one  or  two  chambers  ?’*  The 
committee  of  conHitution  had  al¬ 
ready  given  their  opinion  upon  this 
fubjedt,  by  recommending  a  lenate 
and  a  houfe  of  reprefentatlves,  each 
of  which  Ihould  poffefs  a  negative 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  other. 
This,  or  fome  thing  like  it,  bearing 
fome  refemblance  to  the  Britifh 
conHitution,  was,  as  we  have  for¬ 
merly  feen,  the  favourite  fcheme 
with  Lally,  Clermont,  and  the 
other  leaders  of  the  moderate 
party,  who,  equally  zealous  with 
the  republicans,  for  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  a  free  government,  confi- 
dered  a  limited  monarchy,  with  a 
conHitution  fo  formed  as  that  the 
principal  parts  fhopld  operate  as 
mutual  and  perpetual  checks  upon 
each  other,  as  affording  the  rairefl 
proi'pedl  for  the  attainment  and  per- 
inanence  of  that  object. 

It  may  be  eafily  underHood,  that 
the  party  who  now  held  all  power 
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excluiively  in  their  own  hands,  and 
ruled  the  nation  as  they  willed, 
without  any  refponfibility  upon  their 
conduit,  were  little  difpofed  to 
fubmit  to  the  laying  of  any  checks 
or  reftraints  upor^  their  proceedings. 
It  would  have  Seen  as  if  the  long 
parliament  inEngland,  after  abolifh- 
ing  the  houfe  of  lords,  had  then 
appointed  another  body  to  be  its 
fubftitute  in  controlling  their  own 
arts.  It  is  faid,  and  the  fait  is  af¬ 
firmed  to  be  now  publicly  known, 
that  the  influence,  public  opinion, 
and  patriotic  diflnterefted  charaiter 
of  the  leaders  of  the  moderate 
party,  having  rendered  their  fanc- 
tion  and  countenance  highly  necef- 
fary  in  many  of  the  late  arrange¬ 
ments,  they  had  been  artfully  amiifed 
and  led  along  with  an  idea  that 
their  favourite  fcheme  of  two  cham¬ 
bers  and  of  mutual  checks  was  fo 
rational  and  neceflary  a  meafure, 
that  in  fettling:  the  conftitution  it 
mull  be  generally  agreed  to. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  been  al¬ 
ready  poifoned  in  an  extreme  degree 
upon  the  fubjeit  of  the  three  cham¬ 
bers,  which  they  were  taught  to 
conflder  as  the  great  land-marks  of 
defpotifm,  and  as  utterly  incompa¬ 
tible  with  every  fcheme  of  reform, 
and  every  principle  and  hope  of 
liberty.  This  prejudice  was  eaflly 
direited  againft  any  plurality  of 
chambers ;  againft  two,  as  well  as 
againft  any  greater  number.  It  was 
like  the  cry  of  “A  mad  dog !”  The 
people  accordingly  took  a  moil  de¬ 
cided  part  in  the  buftnefs ;  efpecially 
thofe  in  the  o-alleries,  and  the  Pari- 
fans.  They  muft  be  fceptical  in¬ 
deed  who  are  in  any  great  doubt, 
whether  prefent  means  were  want¬ 
ing  to  excite  this  fermentation. 
Even  in  the  aftembly,  every  power 


diftinit  from  that  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  at  large  was 
branded  with  the  name  of  ariftocra- 
cy ;  and  fenates  were  rendered  odious 
by  being  indifcriminately  compared 
to  that  of  Venice.  A  Ichifm  like- 
wife  arofe,  as  ufual,  among  thofe 
parties,  who  were  bound  by  every 
principle  of  reafon  and  policy  to 
have  ailed  with  one  accord ;  moil 
of  the  nobility  and  clergy  voting 
againft  the  meafure,  becaufe  they 
thought  it  would  entirely  preclude 
the  renewal  at  any  future  time,  of 
their  old  favourite  fyftem  of  fitting 
in  three  orders.  The  very  reafon, 
if  it  had  been  valid,  why  the  friends 
of  the  new  conftitution  fhould  have 
funnorted  the  meafure. 

X  i 

Under  all  thefe  circumftances, 

within  and  without,  the  queftion  of 

one  or  two  chambers  was  finally  put 

c  .  o  .  to  the  vote,  when 

bept.  10,  1780.  .  •  , 

1  ‘  '  only  eighty-nine 

members  voted  for  two  chambers, 
againft  a  majority  ofabove  nine  hun¬ 
dred.  Although  it  is  evident  that  the 
meafure  muft  have  been  rejeited 
without  any  external  violence,  yet 
it  is  not  incurious  to  fee  the  freedom 
of  fuffrage  which  prevailed  in  this 
new  temple  of  liberty.  Of  this, 
excluftve  of  lifts  of  prefeription  and 
incendiary  letters,  we  have  two  fpe- 
cific  inftances :  The  firft  is  from 
Tally  Tolendal,  who  afierts,  .that 
feveral  members  of  the  popular  fide 
faid  to  him  individually,  “  Would 
you  have  me  expofe  my  wife  and 
children  to  be  murdered  by  the 
mob?” — The  fecond  is  from  Mou¬ 
rner,  who  declares,  that  different 
members  came  to  him  to  beg  cer¬ 
tificates  that  they  had  not  given  un¬ 
popular  votes,  as  they  had  heard 
their  country  feats  were  to  be  burnt. 

The  aftembly  likewife  decreed, 
that  the  legiftative  body  fhould  be 

[C  4]  renewed 
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renewed  every  two  years  •  by  elec¬ 
tions,  and  that  this  biennial  period 
Ihould  be  denominated  a  legiflature. 
This  meafure  of  limiting  the  term 
of  each  convention  to  two  years, 
was  founded  on  the  prejudices  de¬ 
rived  from  that  numerous  body  of 
Englifh  writers,  who  conilantly  re- 
prefent  our  feptennial  parliaments 
as  frapght  with  the  greateft  dan¬ 
gers  to  the  hate,  and  as  aftually 
productive  of  all  our  public  evils. 
The  effefts  produced  by  the  adoption 
of  this  guarded  meafure  in  France 
will  appear  in  its  time. 

It  was  about  this  time,  that  the 
affembly  received  a  letter,  written 
directly  in  the  king’s  name,  in  which, 
after  approving  of  the  general  fpirit 
of  their  determinations,  he,  how¬ 
ever,  declared,  that  there  were  a  few 
articles  to  which  he  could  give  only 
a  conditional  aflent ;  prornifmg, 
however,  to  modify  or  renounce  his 
own  opinions,  if  convinced  by  the 
obfervations  of  the  national  alTembly. 
He  then  remarked  on  the  hardfhip 
of  abolilhing,  without  any  compen- 
fation  to  the  landlord,  thofe  rents, 
which  had  once,  indeed,  been  paid 
ds  a  compenfation  for  perfonal  fer- 
vitude,  but  which,  having  been  fet¬ 
tled  between  the  lords  and  their  vaf- 
fals  ages  ago,  had  flnce  frequently 
changed  hands,  had  been  exchang¬ 
ed,  or  bought  and  fold  for  a  valua¬ 
ble  confideration,  without  the  pur- 
chhfers  obferving  or  thinking  of  the 
odious  origin  of  their  tit’es. 

The  king  then  took  notice  in  his 
letter  of  the  danger  of  offending, 
and  the  impropriety  of  offering 
wrong  and  injury  to  feveral  of  the 
German  princes,  who  held  great 
feudal-  poffeflions  in  Alface,  and 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  territo¬ 
ries,  which  were  guaranteed  to  them 
by  the  molt  folemn  treaties ;  but 


whofe  ellates  and  property  were  all 
indifcriminately  involved  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  effect  of  the  decree  for  the 
reform  of  the  feudal  fyftem.  He 
concluded  by  obferving  the  va¬ 
rious  difficulties  which  would  at¬ 
tend  the  unconditional  abolition  of 
tythes,  without  making  an  honoura¬ 
ble  provifion  for  the  clergy,  and 
laying  the  burden  of  their  iubfiil- 
ence  equally  upon  all  claffes  of  the 
citizens. 

This  letter  was  ill  received,  and 
occafioned  much  general  difcontent ; 
not  on  account  of  its  matter,  which, 
whether  agreed  to  or  not,  none 
could  pretend  to  be  unreafonable, 
but  on  account  of  the  interference  of 
the  executive  power^  in  attempting 
to  influence  the  legislative,  by  en¬ 
tering  into  a  difcuffion  of  laws 
which  it  was  only  called,  upon  to 
give  a  fanftion  to ;  or,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  as  being  parts  of  the  new 
conflitution,  merely  to  accept.  The 
confequence  may  be  eaiily  judged. 
The  king  was  obliged  to  give  his 
fanftion  (imply,  without  dblervation 
or  comment ;  and  the  principle  wa$ 
eflabliihed  or  avowed,  that  fo  far 
from  fufpending,  he  could  not  even 
offer  his  advice  upon,'  muchlefs  cri- 
ticife  the  measures  of  the  prefent  le- 
giflature.  The  affembly,  however, 
paid  fo  much  attention  to  •  him  as 
to  fend  word,  that  in  the  future 
difcuffion  or  carrying  into  aft  the 
principles  to  which  he  objected, 
they  would  confider,  and  pay'- a  pro¬ 
per  regard  to  the  opinions  he  had 
given. 

in  the  mean  time,  things  were 
tending  fad  to  an  unexampled  cri- 
fis,  which  was  to  produce  a  new  and 
extraordinary  face  of  affairs.  The 
violent  republicans,  both  within  and 
without  the  affembly,  had  it  long  in 
contemplation,  and  were  now  deter¬ 
mined. 
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mined,  that  by  fome  means  or  other, 
the  refidence  both  of  the  court  and 
of  the  national  aflembly  Ihould  be 
transferred  from  Yerfailles  to  Paris. 
This  defign  being  known,  the  court, 
and  particularly  the  queen,  were 
firuck  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
being  compelled  to  refide  among  fo 
tumultuous  a  people,  who  from  their 
bloody  a£ts  of  cruelty  had  already 
been  iligmatized  in  the  public  prints 
by  the  name  of  the  cannibals  of  Pa¬ 
ris.  At  the  fame  time,  that  the  no¬ 
bility  might  have  no  doubt  remain¬ 
ing  as  to  their  impending  and  abfo- 
lute  ruin,  they  were  regaled  in  every 
coffee-houfe  with  writings,  in  which 
the  ftrongefl:  hopes  were  exprefled, 
that  in  a  very  fhort  time,  the  term 
‘  nobility’ would  for  ever  bebanilhed 
from  the  French  language.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  on  both  Tides,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  (although  the 
fadl  has  in  no  degree  been  proved) 
that  the  queen  likened  eagerly  to 
any  propofal  for  removing  the  court 
to  fome  reafonable  diftance,  which 
might  prevent  that,  to  her,  molt 
dreadful  of  all  events,  the  being 
*  committed  to  the  jealous  and  dan¬ 
gerous  cuftody  of  the  frantic,  un¬ 
controlled,  and  ever  fufpicious  Pa- 
rifians ;  nor  will  it  be  doubted,  on 
the  other  hand,  their  chara&er  con- 
fidered,  that  many  rafh  and  impru¬ 
dent  things  were  faid  or  propofed 
by  the  difcontented  nobles. 

As  correlative  to  this  ltate  of 
things,  the  molt  atrocious  accufa- 
tions,  which  the  bittereft  rancour 
could  imagine,  were  unfparingly 
laid  by  each  party  againlt  the  other. 
The  nobles  and  clergy  were  every 
day  charged  with  new  confpiracies 
againlt  the  revolution ;  and  each 
garniflied  with  its  peculiar  circum- 
itances  of  alarm  or  of  horror.  It  was 
ferioully  and  confidently  afferted, 


as  if  the  writer  had  himfelf  feen  it, 
that  a  fubfcription  was  fecretly 
opened  for  the  murder  of  all  good 
citizens ;  and  that  priefts  and  nobles 
were  the  fubfcribers  to  this  bloody 
inftrument  of  profcription.  It  was 
further  faid,  that  it  was  refolved 
once  more  to  invefl  Paris  and  Ver- 
failles  with  an  army,  to  difiolve, 
fword  in  hand,  the  national  af¬ 
fembly,  and  to  kindle  in  every  part 
of  the  empire  the  flames  of  civil 
war.  On  the  other  fide  a  charge 
wras  openly  laid,  by  men  of  emi¬ 
nence,  who  did  not  Ihrink  from  fup- 
porting  it,  that  the  violent  repub¬ 
licans  were  refolved,  at  the  hazard 
of  murder  and  civil  war,  to  compel 
the  king  and  the  national  aflembly 
to  refide  within  the  walls  of  Paris, 
and  thus  render  both,  and  through 
them  the  whole  nation,  fubfervient 
to  the  influence,  and  inflruments  to 
the  caprice  of^that  turbulent  ca¬ 
pital. 

The  rebellious  French  guards, 
who  had  deferted  and  fought  a- 
gainfl:  their  fovereign,  and  who 
were  now  in  the  adlual  pay  of  tire 
city  of  Paris,  under  the  denomina¬ 
tion  of  center  companies,  were 
feized  (unlefs  it  proceeded  from 
fome  hidden  caufe)  with  a  moft 
unaccountable  fit  of  ambition,  to 
have  again  the  honour  of  attending 
and  guarding  the  king’s  perfon, 
which  they  claimed  as  an  undoubted 
right,  and  even  talked  of  marching 
to  Verfailles  to  enforce  the  claim. 
St.  Pluruge,  who  was  now  at  li¬ 
berty,  was  the  chief  inftigator  and 
caballer  in  this  matter.  It  will  be 
eafily  judged  that,  excluflve  of  the 
apparent  danger  of  entrufting  the 
king’s  perfon  in  fuch  hands,  nothing 
could  be  more  perfonally  odious  Or 
mortifying  to  him,  than  to  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  endure  the  fight  and  at¬ 
tendance 
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tendance  of  men,  who  had  already 
fo  fham'efully  trampled  upon  their 
oaths,  and  violated  all  the  bonds  of 
military  fubordination,  duty  as  fol- 
diers,  and  loyalty  as  fubjeCls. 

The  only  protection  the  king 
could  rely  on  in  cafe  of  any  fuddeii 
incurfion  from  Paris,  or  of  any  hid¬ 
den  attack  from  the  rabble  of  V er- 
failles  (who  were  only  fecond  to 
their  brethren  in  the  capital  in  all 
ads  of  violence  and  cruelty)  relied 
in  his  gardes  des  corps ,  a  regiment 
formed,  upon  the  fame  principles 
with  our  ancient  Englifh  life  guards, 
being  compofed  entirely  of  gentle¬ 
men;  upon  which  account,  they 
tvere  at  this  time  peculiarly  de- 
telled  by  the  people.  He  was 
likewife  attended  by  the  national 
guards  of  Verfailles,  who  had  placed 
themfelves  for  that  purpofe  under 
the  command  of  D’Eltaing;'  but 
their  principles  were  known  to  be 
too  deeply  infeded  by  thofe  of  the 
community  to  which  they  belonged, 
to  warrant  the  fmalleh  confidence 
being  placed  in  their  protedion. 
It  appears  that  letters  from  La 
Fayette  toD’Eftaing,  indicative  of 
home  approaching  or  apprehended 
danger,  had  been  communicated  by 
the  latter  to  the  municipal  commit¬ 
tee  of  Verfailles,  who  were  accord¬ 
ingly  perfuaded  to  demand  an  ad¬ 
ditional  regiment,  in  order  to  pro- 
ted  the  town  from  any  ludden  vi¬ 
olence.  The  compliance  with  this 
requell,  which  was  not  obtained 

without  difficulty,  and  the  confe- 
* 

quent  fending  for  the  regiment  of 
Flanders  to  perform  that  duty,  were 
the  common,  and,  in  all  other  cafes, 
indifferent  and  innocent  circum- 
llances,  which,  under  the  fatality  of 
the  prefent  times  opened  the  way 
to  all  the  horrid  mifehiefs  which  fo 
fpeedily  enfued. 


c  In  the  mean  time,  the 

u>epc.  15.  aq’em|3]y  had  confirmed 

the  hereditary  fuccellion  of  the 
crown  in  its  ancient  form,- and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Salic  law ;  and  feem- 
ed  difpofed  to  recur  to  ancient  loy¬ 
alty,  by  declaring  the  king’s  perfoa 
facred  and  inviolable.  The  duke 
of  Orleans  and  his  party  brought 
on  a  violent  debate  upon  the  fubjeCl 
of  the  fuccellion,  in  which  Mira- 
beau  took  an  eager  part,  and  which 
was  productive  of  words  and  cir- 
cumltances  that  ferved  to  open  the 
eyes  of  many,  who  had  not  before 
difeerned  the  operative  motives  of 
many  parts  of  their  conduct,  and 
the  grand  objeCl  of  their  views. 
They  eagerly  contended,  that  the 
affembly  fhould  confirm  the  renun¬ 
ciations  made  by  Philip  the  Vth  of 
Spain,  of  his  right  of  fuccellion  to 
the  French  crown,  by  declaring 
them  to  be  valid  and  legal;  and  of 
courfe  that  the  Orleans  branch 
would  be  the  next  in  fuccellion, 
after  the  failure  of  the  prefent 
royal  line.  The  affembly,  how¬ 
ever,  deemed  it  too  imprudent  and 
dangerous  a  meafure,  in  the  prefent 
hate  of  affairs,  for  them  to  enter  at, 
all  upon  the  fubjeCl  of  the  Spanilh 
renunciations ;  and  that  it  would  be 
equally  idle  and  ridiculous  to  agi¬ 
tate  quefiions  now  upon  events 
which  might  never  take  place. 
Mirabeau,  who  was  the  raoft  un¬ 
guarded  of  mankind  in  his  expres¬ 
sions,  feemed  to  count  as  nothing 
all  the  lives  now  exiltine,  which 
muff,  fome  how  or  other,  be  dif¬ 
pofed  of,  before  any  difpute  could 
arife,upon  the  ground  of  fuccellion  ; 
he  faid  openly,  that  fuch  a  fubjeCl 
of  difeuffion  might  arife  much  fooner 
than  was  expeCted;  that  the  corpu¬ 
lence  of  the  king  and  of  Monheur 
afforded  .  little  caufe  for  expecting 

their 
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-their  lives  to  be  lafling;  that  the 
dauphin  was  only  a  weakly  infant; 
and  as  to  the  count  d* Artois,  and 
his  two  fons,  he  affe&ed  fcarcely  to 
CjOnfider  them  as  exifting  with  re- 
fpedl  to  that  queition,  reprefenting 
them  not  only  as  fugitives,  but 
nearly  as  outlaws. 

The  arrival  of  the  regiment  of 
Flanders  caufed  as  great  a  ferment 
at  Paris  and  Verfailies,  as  that  of 
a  powerful  foreign  invading  army 
could  have  done.  The  ulual  bag¬ 
gage,  ftores,  and  fix-pounders  of  a 
regiment,  were  immediately  fwelled 
into  magazines  of  warlike  Iftrres 
and  trains  of  artillery.  All  the 
orators  of  the  palais  royal  were  let 
to  work,  and  feemed  infpired  with 
new  vigour  in  their  fuccefsful  efforts 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  ; 
alluring  them,  as  a  matter  of  fact  of 
which  they  had  direct  knowledge, 
that  the  king  intended  to  make  his 
efcape  under  the  efcort  of  this  re¬ 
giment  ;  and  Hating  in  dreadful  co¬ 
lours  the  confequences  which  mult 
necelfarily  take  place  from  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  this  delign. 

In  the  mean  time,  numerous  de¬ 
tachments  of  thofe  zealous  and  in¬ 
defatigable  fupporters  of  Parifian 
liberty,  the  women  of  pleafure,  were 
dil  patched  to  Verfailies,  in  order  to 
make  converts  and  effablifh  their 
influence  among  the  new-comers; 
one  of  their  principal  objects  being 
to  embroil  the  private  foldiers  and 
theij-  officers,  by  continually  leading 
the  former  into  thofe  petty  negle&s 
of  duty,  which,  though  apparently 
trivial  in  themfelves,  are  fo  totally 
fubverflve  of  all  military  difcipline 
and  order,  that  no  relaxation  of 
th  em  can  be  admitted  in  any  army. 
We  are  informed  by  Rabaut,  that 
on  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  of 
Fffindcrs,  the  citizens  of  Verfailies 


•and  the  court  ftrove  which  Ihould 
fhower  moft  cardies  upon  it ;  the 
former  on  the  foldiers,  the  latter  on 
the  officers.  It  is  evident  that  this 
regiment,  for  the  ffiort  period  that 
the  funfhine  laded,  needed  not  to 
Iiave  envied  any  other  in  Chriilen- 
dom  for  the  goodnefs  of  its  quarters; 
the  foldiers,  from  the  firll  day,  being 
in  fuch  a  Hate  of  fraternity  with  the 
inhabitants,  that  they  feemed  incor¬ 
porated  in  one  body  ;  and  fueli 
a  continual  feene  of  feafling  and 
good  chear  prevailing,  as  left  little 
time  or  difpolition  for  .  recalling  to 
remembrance  the  feverity  of  mili¬ 
tary  duties. 

Before  we  enter  into  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  the  fucceeding  convulfions, 
perhaps  it  may  not  be  difpleaflng  to 
many  of  our  readers,  to  take  a  view 
of  that  piilure  of  die  flate  of  public 
affairs  at  this  time  which  was  drawn 
by  Rabaut ;  which  he  allures  us  was 
faithfully  done ;  and  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  pre-dif  poling  caufes 
which  operated  upon  the  Pariflans 
in  their  conduct.  Fie  fays,  that 

Paris  was  a  prey  to  all  the  mife- 
ries  of  famine,  even  in  the  mid.ft  of 
abundance;  bread  was  dear,  and  of 
a  bad  quality;  the  inhabitants  were 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  the  bakers, 
in  order  to  obtain  relief ;  it  feemed 
that  meafures  had  been  taken  to 
eXafperate  the  people  againil  the 
new  popular  powers ;  and  perfons, 
evidently  paid  for  occafioning  dii- 
turbances,  befieged  the  flicks  of  the 
bakers,  carried  away  the  bread, 
threw  it  into  the  river,  and  returned 
for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  this 
pra6d.ee.  The  provinces  were  af¬ 
frighted  by  a  circulated  whifper,  of 
the  approaching  flight  of  the  king, 
and  of  a  counter-revolution ;  and  the 
party  which  defired  it,  already 
vaunted  of  it  loudly,  and  with  that 

overweening 
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©vfe'rwecning  C&nfidCnce,  -tvhich.  it 
hath  {hewn  upon  every  new  confpi- 
fat ft  At  length,  the  alarmed  ca¬ 
pital  law  ho  other  means  of  termi¬ 
nating  its  feats,  both  for  France  and 
fbr  the  deputies,  than  by  poffeffmg 
llie  national  affembly  and  the  king 
Within  her  walls,  where  a  hundred 
Ihblifand  arms  were  ready  to  defend 
•file in,  where  fix  hundred  thoufand 


after  difpofed  of  to  foreign  nations* 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  tranfpott 
corn  or  grain  of  any  kind  into 
France;  a  meafure  which  was  not* 
however,  fufficient  to  preferve  that 
country  from  all  the  bittemefs  of 
famine* 

But  whether  thh  pifttire  be  cot- 
reft  or  hot,  it  was  at  the  period 
which  it  intends  to  defcribe,  that 


phi  foils  were  continually  on  the 
Watch  againfl  Confpiracies.” 

A  queffiiori,  which  fnotild  nfever 
fee  oht  of  mind  in  reading  this  ae- 
©fcfunt  is.  In  whofe  hands  was  the 
gQVefriment  of  Paris  at  that  time 
placed?'  and,  as  derived  from  the 
lkfhe>  Who  were  the  perlons  em¬ 
ployed  to  provide  the  Capital  with 
fdrh  ;  and  if  they  did  not  fulfil 
their  duty,  why  were  they  not 
removed?  It  might  have  beCn 
feuppofed,  that  the  rabble  of  Paris 
Id  that  feafon  bf  famine,  would  have 
feeCn  inUch  more  profitably  employed 
rdbiig  the  Seine,  in  angling  for  the 
lOav'es  newly  thrown  into  tlie  river, 
? Hail  in  railing  ufelefs  riots  in  the 
Iti-efets, atld  aboiit  the  bakers  fhops* 
it  Will  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  fur- 
Pidze  to  feme,  that  of  the  fix  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pairs  of  jealous  and 
ilTpiciotis  eyes  Which  were  ever 
Watching  confpiracies  in  Paris,  they 
Kibuld  all  look  fo  direftly  one  way, 
u§  ileVer  to  take  a  view  of  the  banks 
pfthc  rivet,  nor  of  the  paffiages  lead- 
Ifig  thereto ;  and  that  neither  chance 
©r  fortune  fnould  fo  far  befriend 
m  ein,  as  to  enable  them  in  a  ffingle 

•  •  ,  O 

-muahee  to  deleft  any  of  that  atro- 
©  {Ms  hang  of  confpiratc-rs,  who  thus 
Vaiitonly  robbed  them  of  the  means 
©f  fubfi  fiance  and  life.  We  cannot 
liblp  'obferving,  that  the  abundant 
plenty  of  vvhich  Rabaut  fpeaks,  ac- 
tbrds  but  badly  with  the  immenfe 
thfrls  of  money  which  were  foon 


Oftobef 


1. 


the  officers  of  the  king’s 
life  guards  at  Verfailies 
gave  an  entertainment  tothofe  of 
the  regiment  of  Flanders;  it  being, 
according  to  the  writers  on  one  fide 
of  the  queffiion,  the  ufual  etiquette 
in  the  fervice,  for  the  officers  in 
garrilon  to  entertain  the  new -comets 
upon  their  being  joined  by  ftrari- 
gers  ;  but  Rabaut  aflerts,  that  this  was 
the  firll  banqilet  which  the-  king’s 
guards,  as  a  corps,  had  ever  yet 
given.  He  farther  affierts,  that  the 
great  objeft  of  this  feall  was,  to  at¬ 
tach  the  military  to  the  king ;  arid 
that,  in  purfuance  of  endeavours 
which  had  been  lifed  for  fome  days 
to  gain  over  the  national  guards  of 
Verfailies,  feveral  of  their  officers 
were  invited  upon  this  feftive  oc- 
cafion.  Rabaut  feems  to  conlidfr 
it  in  every  refpeft  as  the  effeft  of 
a  fettled  plan,  contrived  by  the 
court.  However  that  was,  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  thi„  extraordinary  day 
and  night  were  too  ridiculoufly 
contemptible,  to  merit  any  enquiry,, 
whether  they  were  the  effeft  of  de¬ 
liberative  folly,  or  of  cafual  in  term 
perance  and  madnefs. 

The  king  and  queen  wer'f  mod 
injudiciously  advifed  to  vifit  thefe 
bacchanals  after  dinner,  and  to  bring 
the  infant  dauphin  with  them.  The 
extravagance  of  the  joy  that  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  their  appearance  was 
beyond  all  defeription,  and  the 
whole  company  feemed  to  be  men 
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mad  with  loyalty,  A  loyal  air, 
which,  with  a  fong  appropriated  to 
it,  “  O  Richard ,  0  mon  Roj /”  See . 
had  till  very  lately  been  highly  po¬ 
pular,  being  now  played  by  the 
mulic,  excited  the  general  fever  to 
the  higheft  pitch.  Rabaut  fays  that 
the  dauphin  was  carried  by  his 
royal  mother  completely  rpund  the 
table ;  that  enthufiafm  then  taking 
poffeffion  of  the  gueits,  they,  fword 
in  hand,  drank  the  augipt  healths 
of  all  the  family,  while  the  court, 
bowing  art  '  curtfeying,  retired. 

The  banquet  was  continued 
through  the  greater  part  of  the 
night,  and  ended  in  the  moft  com¬ 
plete  drunkennefs.  It  will  be  no 
great  matter  of  ftrprize,  that  the 
molt  imprudent  and  the  rafted 
things  were  faid  or-  donp.  It  is  faid 
on  one  fide,  that  after  repeated  li¬ 
bations  to  the  royal  family,  one  of 
the  prefent  faftionable  toaits,  either 
the  nation,  the  new  conllitution,  or 
the  affembly,  being  propofed  by  one 
of  the  Yerfiijjian  officers,  it  was  re-, 
jected  with  the  greatclt  marks  of 
contempt.  It  appears  that  the  an¬ 
cient  white  cockade  had  never  been 
quitted  by  the  royal  life  guards, 
who  had  conftantly  reftfed  adopting 
the  new  ihiped  one  of  the  P^rifiqns  j 
and  that  the  officers  of  Flanders,  in 
one  of  the  freaks  of  their  ftftiyity. 
having  adopted  a  limilar  determi¬ 
nation,  dripped  the  national  cock¬ 
ades  out  of  their  hats,  and,  it  is 
faid,  were  fupplied  by  the  court  la¬ 
dies  with  white  ones,  as  fall  as  they 
could  make,  or  procure  them  to  be 
made.  It  was  likewife  added,  and 
had  a  prodigious  effect  in  inflaming-* 
the  populace,  that  the  national 
cockades  had  been  torn,  trampled 
ppon,  and  treated  with  every  mark 
of  contempt  which  folly  or  outrage 
Coqld  infpire.  This,  howcyqr,  ap* 
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pears  to  haye  been  one  of  thole  na= 
merous  calumnies  which  were  nPVV 
fo  fuccefsfqliy  propagated,  on  every 
occaflon  in  which  the  court  was  any 
way  concerned ;  the  charge  belng 
abfolutely  refuted  by  the  folejnp 
tpllimony  on  oath  qf  all  qr  moft  Qf 
the  officers  who  were  that  nighf 
prefent. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  yag§ 
which  the  account  of  this  ill-fated 
banquet,  loaded  with  qll  the  ad= 
ditional  circumdances  which  malic® 
and  inyention  could  fupply,  prq3 
ftuced  upon  the  populace  pf  Pari§. 
The  famine  which  preffed  fo  forely 
ijpon  fq  yad  a  multitude,  would  jft 
itfelf,  independent  of  all  political 
caufes,  have  been  fufficienf  to  dif* 
pqfe  a  much  more  temperate  and 
better-conditioned  people  to  outs 
rage  and  violence.  They  imrnedjs 
ately  charged  the  queen  vyitli  being 
at  the  head of  a  confpiracy  for  carry¬ 
ing  off  the  king  and  expiring  a  civil 
war ;  and  they  reprefented  this  af= 
fair  at  Verfailles  as  the  opening  gf 
the  plot ;  this  they  faid  was  too  mas 
nifeft  to  admit  of  a  cjuedj.on;  and 
the  contempt  ftieivn  for  the  national 
Cockade,  with  the  refqfal  to  drinjf 
profperity  to  the  nation,  were  to  b§ 
ponfidered  as  a  declaration  of  vyar  | 
that  it  was  time  to  terminate  a§ 
once  ajl  thefe  inquietudes ;  and  that 
as  fqme  were  defirous  of  carrying- 
off  the  king  to  place  him  af  th§ 
head  of  a  party,  they  had  no  other 
CQiirfe  to  take,  than  to  be  before¬ 
hand  vyith  them,  by  fecuring  frij 
perfpn  ;n  the  capital. -srrWe  pafs  pvgr 
the  fcqrrilities  and  motives  to  itn= 
mediate  violence  which  were  ithrovyn 
out  by  the  caballgrs  and  demagogies* 
At  the  fame  time,  the  llqi-ying  mqlr 
titnde,  haying  been  taught  fo  beliavg 
that  the  famine  proceeded  from  *h§ 
courts  and  haft  been  particularly  ph* 
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cited  by  the  {themes  for  carrying 
off  the  king,  were  loud  in  their  out¬ 
cries  for  proceeding  to  Verfailles,  ii] 
order  to  demand  bread  from  him, 
and  for  bringing  him  to  Paris,  and 
keeping  him  there,  as  the  only 
means  for  re-producing  plenty  to 
that  city*  It  needs  fcarcely  to  be 
obferved,  that  accounts  of  the  recent 
exceffes  at  a  banquet,  cannot  tend 
much  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of 
hungry  men. 

Nothing  feemed  more  unlucky 
than  that  the  king  lhould  at  this  cri¬ 
tical  period  hav£  involved  himfelfin 
a  difpute  with  the  national  affem- 
bly.  It  appears  that  iome  of  the 
firlt  articles  of  the  conlUtution,  par¬ 
ticularly  that  which  enabled  the  in- 
divifibiiity  of  the  affembly,  the  fuf- 
penlion  on  the  royal  veto,  with  the 
declaration  of  rights  of  men,  had 
not, yet  received  the  king’s  fandtion; 
and  he  feemed  now,  in  the  moil  dan¬ 
gerous  feafon  which  could  poffbly 
have  been  chofen,  to  affu  .ne  an  air  of 
confidence,  and  feme  difpofition  to 
preferve  his  rights,  which,  though 
now  totally  out  of  time,  might  have 
long  fmee  been  exerted  tc'great  ad¬ 
vantage.  Being  now  preffed  for 
the  fandlion,  the  king  entered  into 
a  fort  of  an  argumentative  written 
difeuffon  with  the  affembly,  in  which 
the  following  words  v/cre  particu¬ 
larly  marked  as  affording  great 
caufe  of  offence  :  “  I  grant,  ac- 

t(  cording  to  your  defire,  my  ac- 
tf  ceffion  to  the  fie  articles ;  but  on 
“  the  pofftive  condition,  which  I 
“  will  never  depart  from,  that  by 
<c  the  general  re  fit*]  It  of  your  deli- 
<c  berations,  the  executive  power 
fC  fnall  have  its  entire  effecl  in  the 
“  hands  of  the  monarch.” 

Tjiis  capitulary  meffage  or  an- 
fvver  was  delivered  on  the  morning 
of  the  5  th.  of  October,  and  immedff 


ately  produced  the  molt  violent  de¬ 
bates  :  in  the  courfe  of  thefe,  Pe- 
tion  having  inveighed  againft  the 
late  imprudent  feaft  of  the  life 
guards,  and  afferting  that  it  had 
been  attended  both  with  criminal 
words  and  adtions,  a  member  on  the 
other  fide  afked,  whether  he  would 
venture  to  denounce  (that  is  to  im¬ 
peach)  any  particular  perfon,  and 
feemed  to  dare  him  to  it?  With  that 
Mirabeau  llarted  up,  and  with  the 
utmofl  fury  in  his  looks  and  man¬ 
ner,  cried  out,  “  Declare  that  the 
“  king’s  perfon  alone  is  /acred,  and 
“  I  will  bring  forward  the  impeach- 
“  ment  myielf.”  When  he  fat 
down,  he  informed  the  people  near 
him,  that  the  queen  and  the  duke 
de  Guiche,  colonel  of  the  life 
guards,  were  the  objedts  he  had  in 
view.  Mounter  happened  to  be 
prefident,  and  values  himfelf  highly 
for  thofe  lair  but  powerful  exer¬ 
tions  of  his  official  authority,  tby 
which  he  prevented  the  agitation  of 
a  queftion,  which  moil;  probably 
would  have  led  to  the  maffacre  of 
the  unfortunate  queen.  The  de¬ 
bate  on  the  king’s  anfwer  was  re¬ 
fumed,  in  which  it  was  declared,  that 
the  aflembly  ought  not  to  be  con¬ 
tented  with  any  thing  lefs  than  Ms 
entire  acceptation;  that  this  pre¬ 
tended  affent,  including  its  caufes, 
amounted  to  a  real  proteft  ;  and  that 
the  rights  of  nations  had  exifted  long 
before  kings  were  ever  thought  of. 
The  prefident  was  deputed  to  date 
this  matter  to  the  king;  but  a  new 
fet  of  legiilators  from  .Paris  were 
deftined  to  intervene,  and  to  throw 
all  things  into  confufion.  The  king, 
however,  in  the  courfe  of  all  the 
tumults  and  dangers  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  day  and  night,  was  obliged  to 
find  leifure  for  retracing,  as  ufuaff 
his  own  portions ;  -and  for  giving  a, 
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full  acceptance,  pure  and  unmixed, 
without  comment  or  referve,  to  all 
the  decrees  of  the  aflembly. 

The  ferment  in  Paris  had  rifen  to 
its  higheft  pitch  on  that  very  day, 
and  the  flame  which  had  for  fome 
days  been  rather  fmothering  than 
lighting,  burfl  out  in  its  utmoit  vio¬ 
lence.  There  are  the  flrongefl  rea- 
fons  for  fuppofmg,  that  the  Orleans 
cabal,  though  afliiled  and  fupported 
by  the  republicans  on  very  different 
grounds,  were  the  immediate  and 
principal  authors  of  the  prefent 
difturhances ;  none  ether  could,  in 
any  degree,  equally  influence  and 
command  the  rabble  of  that  city,  as 
the  faCtion  in  queflion.  An  univerfal 
cry  was  railed  in  the  morning  to  go 
to  Versailles,  to  demand  bread  cf 
the  king  and  the  aflembly,  and  to 
take  vengeance  on  the  gardes  du 
corps.  It  was  deemed  fitting  that 
the  women  Ihould  take  the  lead  in 
this  infurreCtion,  and  fitter  inilru- 
ments  could  not  have  been  chofen. 
Befldes  the  Dames  du  Halle,  and  all 
the  other  clafles  of  female  auxilia¬ 
ries  to  Parifian  liberty  which  we 
have  heretofore  deferibed,  and  of 
which  the  lanes,  allies,  cellars  and 
garrets,  poured  out  fo  vaft  an 
abundance,  they  are  faid  to  have 
prefled  every  woman  they  met  with 
into  the  fervice.  It  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  fome  fort  of  concurrent 
teflirnony  th^t  this'fcheme  was  pre¬ 
concerted,  and  that  the  cabal  had 
more  prudence  than  to  truft  the  bu- 
iinefs  entirely  to  the  ednduCt  of 
thefe  heroines,  that  a  great  number 
of  men,  difguifed  in  women’s  clothes, 
were  intermixed  in  the  ranks  of  this 
fuppofed  female  army.  Bread,  was 
at  firfl  the  watch  word  and  the  uni¬ 
verfal  cry  of  this  flrange  aflemblage, 
which  'Rabaut  deferibes  as  compofed 
of  mothers  frantic  with  delpair, 

3 


F  EUROPE.  [47 

through  the  dreadful  circumflance 
of  not  having  bread  to  give  to  their 
famiihed  children. 

Arms  were,  however,  thought  ne- 
ceflary,  as  affording  more  effectual 
means  for  the  obtaining  of  bread 
than  mere  fuppiication..  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  proceeded  to  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  or  Town  Houfe,  which 
they  broke  open  and  plundered ; 
and  gave  an  early  fpecimen  of  their 
courage  in  palling  thither,  by  mak¬ 
ing  their  way  boldly  throughTeveral 
battalions  of  Parifian  guards  who 
were  drawn  up  armed  in  the  open 
fpace  before  that  building.  Having 
met  on  the  flairs  of  the  Town 
Houfe  an  unfortunate  eccleflaflic, 
they,  as  an  effay  in  the  bu finds  of 
death,  immediately  hung  him  up  by 
the  neck.  Some  of  their  maie  fol¬ 
lowers,  whether  it  was  through  mer¬ 
cy,  or  by  way  of  varying  the  pa  dime, 
cut  the  priefl  down  before  he  was 
quite  dead  ;  and  then  fo  e fled! u ally 
kicked  and  toiled  his  carcafe  about, 
that  in  a  fhort  time  he  fully  reco¬ 
vered  his  fenfibility,  and  was  molt 
unexpectedly  permitted  to  get  home 
as  he  could.  After  plundering  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  feizing  a  magazine 
cf  ai  ms,  gathering  the  artillery  to¬ 
gether,  and  forcing  open  the  prifbns, 
with  tumult  u  .  defcribable,  this  her¬ 
maphrodite  army  fet  out  about 
noon,  for  Verfaillcs,  the  cannon  be¬ 
ing  dragged  behind  as  a  rear-guard.  * 
The  vociferous  cries  for  bread  were 
now  changed  into  loud  threats  and, 
horrid  imprecations  again!!  the 
queen,  the  life  guards,  and  the 
clergy,  all  of  whom  they  devoted 
as  victims  to  their  vengeance.  One 
Maillard,  in  the  proper  garb  and 
character  of  a  man,  appeared  now  as- 
their  leader;  on  whom  Rabaut  be- 
flows  high  praife  for  the  difeipline, 
order,  and  government  -which  he 
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edkblifhed  among  them ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  Teems  to  think, 
no  limits  could  otherwife  have  been 
affigned  to  the  effe&s  of  their  capri¬ 
cious  uproar. 

A  fecond  army  of  Amazons  was 
preparing  to  follow  the  firft,  who 
were  with  much  difficulty  difperied 
by  La  Fayette,  the  national  guards 
telling  their  general  that  they  could 
not  fire  upon,  or  ufe  any  force 
againft  their  fellow-citizens  who 
were  alking  for  bread  At  the 
fame  time,  the  rage  for  going  to 
Verfailles,  which  had  for  Tome  days 
been  indudrioudy  fomented  among 
the  people,  was  now  become  gene¬ 
ral,  and  fo-ftronglv  infected  the  na¬ 
tional  troops,  that  they  rather  com¬ 
manded  than  defi red  their  officers 
.  to  lead  them  thither.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion  fome  of  the  grenadiers  told 
La  Fayette  without  referve,  that  un~ 
derf  anding  the  king  was  a idioty 
there  was  no  doubt  but  ??iatters  would 
go  on  much  better  by  the  appoi'/itment 
of  a  council  of  regency.  As  this  was 
not  only  the  peculiar  language  and 
dofitrine  of  Mirabeau,  and  of  thofe 
other  leaders  of  the  cabal  who  were 
initiated  in  its  mod  fecret  myderies, 
b-ut  as  it  was  publicly  known  that 
the  eftablilhment  of  a  council  of  re¬ 
gency  was  the  mod  immediate  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  ambition,  none  could 
be  at  a  lofs  to  determine  from  what 
fource  the  grenadiers  had  derived 
this  idea. 

La  Fayette,  who  feemed  adonifh- 
ed  at  even  the  idea  of  offering  any 
violence  to  the  king’s  perfon,  or 
laying  any  aedraint  upon  his  in¬ 
clination  with  refpeCt  to  refidence, 
endeavoured  to  allay  this  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  temporized  with  the  troops 
as  long  as  poffible ;  but  they  be- 
eofriing  eVary  inftantmore  outrage- 
feus*  and  at  length  diredtihg  their 


menaces  againd  himfelf,  he  and  his 
principal  officers,  under  an  imme¬ 
diate  apprehenfion  for  their  lives* 
were  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  loldiery  :  but  in  order 
to  legalize  his  proceedings  as  much 
as  he  could,  he  firft  required  and 
obtained  an  order  from  the  mayor 
and  council  of  Paris,  to  lay  before 
the  king  the  uneafmefs  of  his  peo¬ 
ple.  This  done,  he  began  his  march 
from  Paris,  at  the  head  of  the  na¬ 
tional  army,  accompanied  by  its 
artillery,  and  with  every  difplay  of 
military  pomp  and  parade,  about 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  Ra- 
baut  obferves,  “  No  pencil  can  de- 
“  pRd  the  frantic  joy  of  Paris,  on 
“  beholding  her  militia  march, 
“  with  the  intention  of  feeking 
and  bringing  away  the  king.  The 
“  capital  is  allured  that  her  diftrels 
“  (hall  at  length  be  terminated.” 

Notwithftanding  the  boaded  dif- 
cipline  and  order  which  Maillard 
was  faid  to  have  fo  fuddenly,  and  it 
might  almod  be  fail  miraculoully* 
edabliihed  in  his  Amazon  army,  it 
appears  their  march  to  Verfailles 
was  marked  by  fuch  circumdances 
of  outrage,  fuch  brutality,  and  grofs 
obfcenity  of  language,  and  fuch 
horrid  and  profane  curfes,  oaths 
and  imprecations,  as  were  without 
example  in  any  country  under  the 
name  or  character  of  civilization* 
It  was  currently  reported  at  the 
time,  and  we  never  heard  it  contra¬ 
dicted,  that  having  hung  up  to 
death  two  unfortunate  -paffengers 
whom  they  met  on  the  way,  they 
had  the  audacity  to  boad  to  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  of  thefe  wanton  and 
horrid  murders,  which,  it  feems,  no 
member  would  venture  to  reprove 
them  for.  Maillard  prevailed  on  the 
women,  Which  certainly  could  JiavO 
been  ho  eafy  talk,  to  permit  him  to  be 
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their  fpokefman  to  the  -aflembly ; 
but  they  frequently,  notwithftand- 
ing,  interrupted  him-  by  their  oaths 
and  menaces.  The  orator  inveighed 
again  ft  the  ariftocrates  as  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  famine,  and  for  infult- 
ing  the  national  cockade ;  and  he 
complained  of  thel'ife  guards,  for 
wearing  white  cockades.  The  af- 
fembly  fenta  deputation  of  the  mod 
decent  of  the  women,  with  their 
orator  Maillard,  accompanied  by 
their  own  prelident,  M.  Mounier, 
to  wait  upon  the  king:  the'"  fubjedl 
of  the  deputation  being  confined  to 
the  fcarcity  of  provifions  only.  The 
king,  who  was  juft  returned  from 
the  chace,  received  them  kindly, 
and  iftued  the  ftrongeft  orders  in 
his  power  to  give,  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  fupply  of  Paris  With  pro¬ 
vifions. 

In  the  mean  time  no  words  could 
defcribe,  if  the  recital  of  fuch  a  de- 
fcription  could  even  be  endured,  the 
extravagance  of  the  fceues  which 
the  women  exhibited  at  the  national 
aflembly.  They  not  only  filled 
the  galleries,  and  all  the  open  parts 
of  the  hall,  but  in  proportion  as  they 
became'  intoxicated,  which  they 
were  not  at  all  flow  in  doing,  they 
mixed  with  the  members,  crotided 
into  their  feats,  overwhelmed  them 
with  their  vociferation  and  noife, 
and  at  length,  upon  the  abfenCe  of 
the  prefident  with  the  king,  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  royal  fan&ion  to  the  de¬ 
crees,  they  mounted  into  and  took 
poftelfion  of  his  chair.  Such  was 
the  fcene  of  confufion,  and  fuch  was 
the  fociety,  in  which  the  moft  awful 
and  momentous  bufinefs  that  per¬ 
haps  was  ever  tranfiufted  by  any 
body  of  men,- the  eftabliftimeht  of 
a  new  conftitutionin  a  vaft  country, 
which  went  to  the  total  overthrow 
vf  the  old,  and  of  all  its  appendant 
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rights,  laws,  and  inftituti on s,, which 
had  been  confirmed  by  the  fansftion 
of  untold  ages,  was  completed  and. 
promulgated.  It  is  reported,  that 
Mounier,  as  an  adt  of  duty  to  his 
fovereign,  and  independent  of  his 
official  fituation,  advifed  the  king 
to  fubmit  fo  far  to  the  neceffity  of 
the  time,  as  to  give  his  pure  and 
fimple  acceptation  to  the  conftitu- 
tional  articles,  although  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  they  were  in  feverat 
arts -extremely  faulty,  with  refpeft 
oth  to  policy  and  to  juftice;  but 
that  he  at  the  fame  time  advifed  the 
king  to  refill  eourageoufty,  and  to 
the  utmoft,  the  infolent  and  violent 
attempts  of  the  Parifians;  and  to  call 
on  the  national  aflembly,  that  at  the 
time  he  was  facrificing  every  thing 
to  their  defire,  they  would  exert 
themfelves  in  aflerting  their  own 
freedom  and  that  of  their  fovereign. 
It  is  likewife  faid,  that  the  king  was 
difpofed  to  adopt  this  counfel,  but 
that  the  danger  to  which  the  queen 
was  expofsd  clogged  his  meafures 
and  defigns  ;  to  remedy  this  evil  he 
fent  for  the  royal  carriages,  in  order 
that  lhe  might  be  removed  to  fome 
place  of  greater  fafety  than  the  pre- 
lent,  but  the  carriages  were  flopped 
and  feized  by  -the  rabble.-.  The 
queen,  however,  as  foon  as  fire  heard 
of  the  defign,  put  an  end  to  all  far¬ 
ther  thought  of  it,  by  nobly  tefuf- 
ing  to  abandon  her  hulband  in  the 
hour  of  danger  ;  declaring,  with  a 
magnanimity  worthy  the  daughter 
of  Maria  Therefa,  that,  <f  lhe  would 
“  flay  and  die  at  the  king’s  feet.”' 

The;  events  of  this  day,  night, 
and  the  enfuing  morning,  , could, 
fcarcely  be  more  irregular  and  can- 
fufed,  than  the  narratives-  of  them 
which  have  been  laid  before  the 
public.  Scarcely  any  fehedi 

agree,  in  time,  fact,  cm 
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fiance,  as  to  any  thing ;  fo  that  it  and  each  of  their  movements  feemed 
is  hardly  poflible  in  fome  inftances  calculated  to  overwhelm  every  ob- 
to  trace,  what  was  the  preceding  jed  that  came  in  their  way,  the  firfl 
Or  the  fubfequent  ait ;  and  we  mull  meafure  adopted  by  the  king  was' 
trull  more  to  opinion  than  know-  an  order  to  the  troops  not  to  fire  by 
ledge  for  placing  them  in  their  pro-  any  means  upon  the  people.  The 
per  and  natural  order.  next  was  naturally  an  enquiry  into 

We  are  informed  by  Rabaut,  that  the  means  of  prote&ion  and  fafcty 
after  Maillard,  with  his  female  which  he  pofiefTed ;  and  thefe  were 
army,  had  let  cut  from  Paris,  found  miferably  defective  indeed. 

there  iflued  forth  alfo  a  multitude  The  dragoons  of  Flanders  had  al- 
**  of  men,  armed  with  pikes,  battle-  ready  been  as  thoroughly  debauched. 
“  axes,  and  lharpened  flakes,  men  at  Verfailles,  and  as  totally  fedilced 
<f  whole  hatred  was  principally  di-  from  •  £leir  duty,  as  the  French 
reited  againll  the  queen,  and  guards  had  before  been  at  Paris. 
“  againtl  the  Warriors  of  the  life  The  national  guards  of  Verfailles, 
“  guards.”  That,  “  with  this  who  amounted  to  about  four  tho'u- 
“  lecond  army  of  invaders,  came  fand,  and  wrho  might  have  been  ex- 
“  feveral  perfons,  whole  appearance  peited  to  be  the  natural  and  zealous 
*e  betokened  that  they  were  foreign-  prote&ors  of  their  fovereign,  who  had 
*(  ers,  and  who  feemed  to  have  been  fpent  his  life  amongll  them,  were  in 
fummoned  for  the  occafion ;  for  fad;  his  moll  determined  enemies, 
“  the  men  of  Paris  have  a  call  of  and  vied  with  the  Parifians,  if  they 
f(  countenance  peculiar  to  them-  did  not  exceed  them,  in  their  invete- 
€t  felves,  and  tho*fe  who  are  ac-  racy  againll  the  whole  royal  family. 
“  quainted  with  it  are  well  able  to  As  if  this  had  not  been  fufficient, 
“  diilinguifh  fuch  llrangers  as  mix  they  likewife  bore  a  long  and  par- 
“  among  them.  Thefe  ferocious  ticular  animofity  to  the  life  guards, 
“  battalions  had  taken  the  lead  of  wdiich  one  Le  Cointre,  of  Verfailles, 
*  the  national  guards,  with  whom  had  for  feveral  days  been  equally 
*c  we  mull  be  careful  to  avoid  con-  inccll'ant  and  fuccefsful  in  his  en- 
tl  founding  them.  They  proved  deavours  to  increafe  to  the  highdl 
fC  the  caufe  of  all  the  dilliirbance  poflible  pitch.  In  thefe  circum- 
“  wdiich  enfued  on  the  following  itances*  the  king  ordered  the  dra- 
“  day.”  This  flrange  llory  of  goons  to  retire  from  Verfailles,  re- 
imaginary  foreigners,  feems  caleu-  taining  only  a  fmall  number,  who 
lated  merely  to  remove  from  his  ailed  as  centinels  in  the  interior 
favourite  Pariiians  fome  part  of  the  parts  of  the  palace.  Thus  his  whole 
odium  attached  to  the  enfuing  atro-  means  of  fccurity  and  defence,  en¬ 
emies,  and  to  perfuade  his  readers  vironed  on  every  fide,  as  he  was, 
that  an  infufion  of  foreign  ferocity  with  enemies  and  danger,  wras  at 
into  the  milky  difpofition  of  thofe  length  reduced  to  thefingle  body  of 
peaceful  citizens,  was  abfolutely  ne-  the  gardes  du  corps ;  and  thefe, 
ceflary  to  their  produ&ion.  whole  courage  and  fidelity  were  un- 

While  the  extraordinary  appear-  doubted,  were,  however*  far  from 
mnee  and  conduil  of  thefe  unnum-  being  numerous ;  and  were  at  the 
.bered  hofts  of  male  and  female  ruf-  fame  time  furrounded  by  private  as 
~&uis  itruck  terror  into  all  beholder^  well  as  by  public  enemies..  /.*  . 
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It  is  impoflible  to  fpeak  with  any 
accuracy  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  firit  fcuffle  originated  at  Ver¬ 
failles;  nor  would  it  be  eafily  fet¬ 
tled,  at  what  particular  time  even  it 
took  place,  any  farther  than  that  it 
was  in  fome  part  of  the  evening,  and 
probably  before  it  was  dark.  The 
democratic  accounts  fay,  that  the 
life  guards  fired  wantonly  upon  the 
national  guards  of  Verfailles,  and 
having  wounded  fome  of  them,  oc- 
cafioned  a  return  of  their  fire.  This 
appears  fo  contrary  to  all  reafon  and 
probability,  that  it  would  requke 
the  flrongeft  and  mod  pofitive  evi¬ 
dence  to  render  it  credible.  Ano¬ 
ther  account,  which  feerns  much 
more  probable,  ftates,  that  an  inha¬ 
bitant  of  Verfailles,  whofe  name  is 
mentioned,  having  mixed  with  the 
rabble,  and  endeavouring  with  them 
to  force  his  way  through  the  iron 
gates,  was  wounded  by  the  life 
guards  who  defended  the  entrance, 
and  that  this  being  refented  by  the 
national  guards  as  an  attack  upon 
the  whole  corps,  immediately  drew 
on  their  fire.  However  it  happened, 
it  was  productive  of  lefs  mifchief 
than  could  have  been  expected ;  a 
fe\v  were  wounded  on  both  fides, 
but  we  do  not  learn  that  any  perfon 
was  killed.  The  hoilile  parties’ 
came  to  fome  explanations ;  and  it 
feems  as  ir  fomething  like  an  ar- 
miftice  was  concluded  between  them 
for  the  p relent. 

As  foon  as  the  king’s  ratification 
jof  the  conftitutional  articles,  which 
was  about  ten  at  night,  was  received 
by  the  affembly,  molt  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  if  not  all,  were  glad  to  make 
their  efcape  from  the  capricious  rage 
and  eternal  clamour  of  the  frantic 
female  bacchanals,  by  whom  they 
were  Hill  accompanied,  furroundei., 
and  in  every  fenfe  incommoded :  fo 
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that  the  hall  and  the  feats  of  legis¬ 
lation  were  literally  abandoned  to 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fu¬ 
rious  banditti  without,  who  filled 
every  place,  excepting  the  interior 
£)f  the  caflle  or  palace,  which  they 
furrounded  and  befieged,  fpread  ter¬ 
ror  and  confufion  through  the  whole 
city,  as  it  was  impoflible  even  for 
th  eir  friends  to  determine  to  what 
objefts  the  rapine  or  fury  of  fo  !awr- 
lefs  and  frantic  a  rabble  might 
chance  to  be  direCled. 

The  deputies  had  fcarcely  time 
to  efcape  from  the  noife  and  tumulr. 
in  their  hall,  and  to  leek  for  retire¬ 
ment  and  quiet  in  their  refpeclive 
apartments,  when  a  new  alarm  was 
given,  which  occafioned  their  im¬ 
mediate  recal,  and  appeared  mor# 
formidable  than  any  that  had  yet 
taken  place.  This  proceeded  from 
the  unexpected  news,  that  Fayette 
was  marching,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  30,0^0  men,  to  Verfailles ; 
and  this  intelligence  was  foon  con- 
firmed  by  fignals  of  mufquetry  and 
rockets  which  were  feen  and  heard 
at  a  diftance.  To  expedite  the 
march,  and  for  the  better  prefer va- 
tron  of  order,  he  had  divided  his 
army  into  three  columns,  each  of 
which  proceeded  by  a  feparate 
route;  but  adjufted  their  movements 
with  fo  much  regularity,  that  they 
all  arrived  about  the  fame  time. 
As  no  intelligence  had  yet  been 
received  of  the  caufes  or  objects  of 
this  march,  it  could  not  fail  to  excite 
doubt,  and  fome  degree  of  alarm., 
in  all  the  different  parties. 

It  is  ferioufly  told,  that  Fayette 
made  his  troops  flop  in  the  avenue 
of  Verfailles,  and  fwear  fidelity'  to 
the  king  and  to  the  laws.  Who  can 
avoid  being  furprifed  that  the  fa¬ 
bricators  cf  this  abfurd  flory  fnould 
not  once  have  reflected,  how  many 
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hours  it  would  coll,  even  in  open 
daylight,  toadminifter  an  oath  to  an 
army  of  30,000  men?  nor  how  ex- 
ten  live  a  plain  would  have  been  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  purpofe ;  or  at  leaft 
for  the  troops  who  were  fworn  to 
file  off  to  and  form  on,  while  their 
remaining  fellows  were  undergoing 
the  ceremony.  It  is,  indeed,  not 
impoffible,  that  Fayette,  and  thole 
principal  officers  who  were  immedi¬ 
ately  about  his  perfon,  mighty  at 
the  awful  appearance  of  the  calile, 
to  which  they  were  approaching, 
and  perhaps  fome  recoile&ion  of 
former  greatnefs  and  fplendour, 
have  entered  into  fome  fuch  coin- 
pad  or  oath. 

However  that  was.  La  Fayette 
certainly  lhswed  the  moft  pacifc 
difpofition.  He  preferred  himfelf 
firft  before  the  king,  and  then  before 
the  affembly,  and  behaved  to  both 
with  every  appearance  of  the  great- 
eft  refped  and  even  fubmiiTion.  He 
lamented  to  Mounier,  the  meafures 
which  a  pow  erful  cabal  had  forced 
him  into;  and  it  was  underflood 
from  his  difcourfe,  that  by  a  few  fub- 
miffions  from  the  gardes  du  corps , 
and  their  adoption  of  the  national 
cockade,  all  the  exilling  differences 
would  be  reconciled,  and  all  jea- 
Iqufies  removed.  This  was  excel¬ 
lent,  and  fpeaking  like  a  man  of 
honour;  without  facrifieing  any 
part  of  his  .principles,  or  deviating 
in  any  degree  from  his  duty,  with 
jel'ped  to  the  caufe  which  he 
efpoufed.  And  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  fubfequent,  error,  miftake, 
imprudence,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
called,  which  he  fell  into,  the  event 
might,  poftibly  have  been  happy, 
much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  fuc- 
'peeding  evils  prevented,  and  his 
•name  long  remembered  with  praife. 

!.  ..  ft.  was  about  midnight  when  La 
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Fayette  arrived  at  Verfailles:  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  in  the  morning, 
he  moft  unfortunately  and  fatally 
perfuaded  IVfounier  to  break  up  the 
affembly  and  retire  to  reft ;  an  ad¬ 
vice  which, opened  the  way  to  all 
the  ruin  which  enfued.  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  but  that,  through  the 
buftle,  fatigues,  and  fears  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  Fayette  mail  have 
been  greatly  exhaufted,  and  fleep 
highly  neceftary  to  him ;  but  he 
fhouid  have  remembered,  particu¬ 
larly  as  a  foldier,  that  in.,. cafes  .  of 
great  emergency,  moment,  antf 
danger,  it  was  his  duty  to  refill 
to  the  utmoft,  and  even  to  over¬ 
come,  if  pofiible,  die  calls  of  nature. 
He  well  knew  the  cruel  and  bloody 
difpofition  of  that  uncountable 
crew  of  male  and  female  ruf¬ 
fians,  who  filled  and  furrounded  the 
whole  city  and  its  environs ;  and 
if  he  thought  at  all,  he  could  not 
but  expeCt,  knowing  fo  well  as  he 
did  the  motives  and  objeCis  of  their 
coming,  that  they  would  take  fome 
fatal  advantage  of  his  going  to  reft. 
Nor  were  the  national  affembly  at 
all  excufable,  in  purfuing  his  ad¬ 
vice;  they  could  not  but  perceive 
the  preifure  of  the  motive  on  hi^ 
part  which  produced  it ;  .  and  as 
they  had  fo  lately  made  no  difficulty 
of  fitting  up  and  watching  a  night 
for  their  own  protection,  they  fhouid 
not  have  hefitated  in  paying  a  fimi- 
lar  attention  to  the  fafety  oF  their 
fovereign  at  this  moment  of  fuch 
imminent  danger,  when  his  own- 
life,  and  the  lives  of  his  whole  fa¬ 
mily,  were  evidently  at  flake. 

Notwithftanding  the  horrors  of 
the  fituation,  the  hearing  her  life 
repeatedly  threatened,  and  her 
blood  .howled  for,  the  queen  p.ofo 
feffed  fuch  a  flock  of  intrepidity  and 
coolnefs,  that  ftie  retired-  to.  reft,  at 

•  '  i  .  -j  ->  ii  f  • 

two 


REGISTER 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  fsj 


two  o’clock,  and  if  we  credit  the 
atteftations  of  her  bed-chamber  wo¬ 
men,  flept  foundly.  At  fix  o’clock, 
a  numerous  body  of  thole  ruffians 
who  had  arrived  the  day  before 
from  Paris,  broke,  with  furious  me¬ 
naces,  into  the  courts  of  the  palace, 
■where  they  feizod  Monfrs.  de  Huttes 
and  V aricourt,  two  of  the  life  guard  s, 
dragged  them  from  their  polls, 
and  murdered  them  in  the  mod 
cruel  manner;  their  heads  being, 
•with  many  blows,  fevered  from  their 
bodies  by  the  bungling  hands  and 
blunt  axe  of  one  Nicolas,  a  felf- 
conffituted  executioner,  who  had 
from  liking  taken  up  this  bufmefs, 
and  from  the  beginning  of  the  trou¬ 
bles  gloried  in  mangling  and  be¬ 
heading  all  the  fufpe&ed  royaliffs 
that  were  put  into  his  hands. 

Another  party  rulhed  into  the 
queen’s  apartments,  with  loud  out¬ 
cries,  execrations,  and  threats,  too 
horrid  to  be  related  or  endured,  by 
any  but  the  mod  favage  minds,  in 
the  recital.  The  centinhl,  M.  de 
Miomandre,  after  bravely  redding 
for  a  few  minutes, 'finding  hirnfelf 
entirely  overpowered,  opened  the 
queen’s  door,  and  called  out  with 
.  a  loud  voice,  “  Save  the  queen,  her 
life  is  aimed  at !  I  Hand  alone 
€t  againd  thoufand  tigers  /”  He 
foon  after  funk  down  covered  with 
wounds,  and  was  left  for  dead;  but 
doming  again  to  the  ufe  of  his 
fenfes,  he  ha,d  the  fortune  to  creep 
away  unobferved  through  the  crowd : 
it  will  afford  pleafure  to  all  admir¬ 
ers  of  courage  and  fidelity  to  know 
that  he  was  afterwards  cured  Of  his 
wounds.  The  unhappy  queen 
flew  almoff  naked  through  the  apart¬ 
ments,  ftarting  at  the  found  of  the 
piffols  which  were  continually  fired 
in  the  courts,  and  calling  eagerly 
to  fuch  guards  as  flie  happened  to 
meet,  “  O  my  friends  !  fave  my 


"life,  fave  my  children  !’ 5  From 
whatever  caufe  it  proceeded,  fome 
indantaneous  impulle  feemed  to  fix 
a  perfuafion  in  the  minds  of  the  . 
attendants,  that  the  life  of  the  poor 
young  prince,  the  heir  to  the  crown, 
was  particularly  aimed  at  ;  and  this 
operated  fo  drongly,  that  without 
waiting  for  orders,  they  ran  in- 
dantly,  as' if  by  a  common  fympa- 
thy,  to  the  children’s  apartments, 
and  brought  them  away  half- 
naked,  to  place  them  under  the 
protection  of  their  royal  father. 
Such  being  the  force  of  ancient 
prejudice  and  opinion,  that  they 
dill  thought  Frenchmen  could  not 
but  pay  fome  reverence  to  the  per- 
fon  of  their  king. 

The  king,  awakened  by  the  noile, 
flew  through  a  private  paffage  to 
the  queen’s  apartment,  in  order:  to 
fave  her  life,  or  to  perifli  along 
with  her.  He  was  met  by  fojne  of 
his  guards,  who  efcorted  him.  back 
to  his  own  apartment,  where  the 
queen  was  already  arrived,  and  the 
children  fpeedily  after.  The  guards 
were  in  the  mean  time  hunted  . from 
place  to  place,  through  all  the  pur¬ 
lieus  of  the  palace,  much  in  the i  lame 
manner  that  the  proteflanta  had 
been  after  the  ma  fiacre  of  St;  Bar¬ 
tholomew.  A  confiderabie  pansy  cf 
thofe  w  ho  had  been  on  duty  in  the  in¬ 
terior  palace  had  only  time  to  barri¬ 
cade  themfelves  in  fome  of  the  rooms 
adjoining  to  the  royal  apartments; 
and  being  there  completely^pcioffed, 
the  purfuing  murderers  were  in  die 
a£l  of  forcing  open  the  dbbrs.  At 
this  critical  moment  La,  Fayette  and 
his  officers  fortunately  appeared, 
and  with  much  perfuafion  add  in- 
treaty  induced  them  to  defid.  It 
would  feem  ffrange  in  any  other 
poflible  cafe,  that  a  general  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  indead  of 
immediately  applying  the  force  in 
IP  3.];  '  ;  fck 
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his  hands  to  difperfe,  if  not  to  pu- 
niffi,  a  body  of  ruffians,  whom  he 
had  detected  in  the  very  afts  of 
murder  and  treafon,  fhould  degrade 
himfelf  to  intreaty  and  Applica¬ 
tion  to  procure  their  forbearance. 
But  fuch  was  the  prefent  unexam¬ 
pled  hate  of  affairs,  that  Fayette 
could  not  aft  otherwife.  His  faith¬ 
ful  foldiers,  the  Parifian  or  national 
guards,  had  already  declared  that 
they  would  not  ufe  force  againil: 
their  fellow  citizens,  in  which  de- 
fcription  they  included  all  the  ban¬ 
ditti  who  were  now  in  and  about 
Verfailles ;  and  a  few  of  them  had 
this  very  morning  afforded  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  difpofition  and  conduct 
to  be  expe&ed  from  the  whole  ;  for 
being  on  duty  near  the  fpot  where 
MM.  de  Huttes  and  Varicourt 
were  fo  barbaroufty  murdered,  and 
in  full  fight  of  that  inhuman  tranf- 
aftion,  no  principle  of  generofity 
or  fympathy  could  induce  them  to 
interfere,  or  make  the  fmallefl  at¬ 
tempt  to  fay  e- them. 

It  cannot  but  excite  furprize  that 
a  man  who,  like  Rabaut,  had  fome 
charadter  to  fupport  and  preferve, 
fhould  have  fo  difguifect,  altered, 
and  miftated  the  tranfacHons  of  this 
night  and  morning,  that  no  one, 
acquainted  with  them,  could,  with¬ 
out  referring  to  the  date,  judge, 
from  his  account,  what  period  he 
alluded  to,  or  what  events  he  was 
defcribing.  In  the  face  of  the  moll 
irrefragable  teftimonies,and  inv  nne 
inllances  of  fadts  corroborated  upon 
«ath  before  a  tribunal  of  juftice,  he 
flates  things  directly  contrary.  In 
particular,  with  refpedt  to  the 
pondudf  of  the  national  troops  and 
the  banditti,  he  Hates  feveral  ren¬ 
counters  to  have  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  them;  that  the  former,  by 
force,  not  ©nlv  foon  cleared  the 


palace  and  its  environs  of  the  ruf¬ 
fians,  but  that  they  likewife  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  leave  all  the  plun¬ 
der  which  they  had  feized  behind ; 
that,  upon  fome  new  occaiion,  they 
purfued  and  routed  them  ,:again  ; 
and  they  feem  at  length  to  have 
driven  them  quite  away,  and  ob¬ 
liged  them  to  purfue  a  new  route  to 
Paris.  So  that  by  this  flatement, 
the  national  troops  would  have 
merited  high  praife  for  the  zeal  and 
aftivity  with  which  they  quelled 
and  difperfed  this  rabble. 

But  it  is  time  to  return,  and  to 
fee  things  as  they  really  were.  The 
king,  accompanied  and  protedted 
by  La  Fayette,  went  through  the 
palace,  his  mind  being  fo  occupied 
by  the  danger  of  the  guards,  that 
it  could  dwell  upon  no  other,  lubjeft 
than  that  of  recommending  them 
to  the  mercy  of  the  crowd,  with  af- 
furances  to  all  that  they  were  un- 
jultly  accufed.  He  then  went  to  a 
Talcony,  where  he  repeated  the  fame 
interceffion  to  the  crowd  who  filled 
the  courts  below ;  but  the  mob,  in- 
ftead  of  paying  any  attention  to  the 
Application  of  their  fovereign,  roar-^ 
ed  out  with  the  utmoft  violence 
and  indecency  for  the  queen.  Fay¬ 
ette  accordingly  went  for  her.  She 
hefitated  a  moment,  and  afked  if  h®r 
pre  fence  was  neceffary  to  appeal  e 
the  people  ?  He  affured  her  it  was. 
“  Then,”  faid  fhe,  “  I  will  go,  even  if 
“  I  was  Are  that  I  went  to  execution.” 
She  accordingly  appeared  in  the  bal¬ 
cony,  with  the  dauphin  in  her  arms  ; 
and  the  popular  fury  feemed  in  fome 
degree  to  fubfide ;  although  in  the 
depofitions  given  before  the  chap¬ 
let  it  is  telhfied,  that  mulkets  were 
at  that  very  time  feen  levelled  in 
the  crowd,  which  appeared  to  the 
deponents  to  be  point'd  directly  at 
the  queen,  Some  fort  of  calm,  how¬ 
ever. 
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ever,  took  place  fox  a  few  minutes, 
which  was  l'uddenly  interrupted  by 
an  univerfal  cry,  directed  to  the 
royal  pair,  “To  Paris,  to  Paris  [” 
There  was  no  refilling  nor  remon- 
ftrating ;  the  whole  royal  ‘family 
were  at  the  mercy  of  the  rabble ; 
nor  could  Fayette  have  infured  their 
lives  for  a  moment,  if  they  appear¬ 
ed  only  to  hefitate. 

The  king’s  aftent  was  foon  noti¬ 
fied  to  all  the  parts  of  the  crowfl  by 
.papers  immediately  difperl'ed  for  the 
purpofe;  and  after  a  preparation 
not  much  longer  than  that  of  chang¬ 
ing  horfes  on  an  Fnglilh  poll  road, 
one  of  the  moft  degrading  and  me¬ 
lancholy  procelfions  commenced,  of 
which  there  is  any  record  in  hiftory. 
The  fovereign  of  one  of  the  great- 
ell,  moll  powerful,  and  moft  fplendid 
monarchies  in  the  univerfe,  govern¬ 
ing  a  people  long  and  far  renowned 
for  arriving  near  the  fummit  of  ci¬ 
vilization,  learning,  arts,  and  fcience, 
a  nation  likewife  particularly  re¬ 
nowned  for  the  valour,  generofity, 
and  nice  attention  to  honour  which 
has  dillinguilhed  its  nobility  through 
a  courfe  of  ages ;  and  yet  this  fove- 
.  reign,  without  foreign  invafion  or 
war,  without  any  avowed  domeftic 
competitor  for  his  throne,  and  even 
without  any  acknowledged  rebellion 
of  his  fu&jedts,  is,  in  the  face  of  day* 
with  his  queen  and  family,  dragged 
from  their  palace,  and  led  captives 
in  favage  triumph,  by  bands  of  the 
meaneft  and  moft  contemptible  ruf¬ 
fians  in  his  dominions,  and  by  thofe 
modern  furies  the  abandoned  women 
of  Paris,  who,  for  every  degree  of  in¬ 
famy  and  wickednefs,  but  particu¬ 
larly  for  ferocity  and  thirft  of  blood, 
have  not,  moft  fortunately  for  man¬ 
kind,  their  fimilitudes  upon  any  part 
of  the  face  of  the  globe.  To  ren¬ 
der  th£  triumph  more  complete,  or. 


as  if  it  were  to  inful  t  fallen  great- 
nefs  by  mockery,  a  party  of  the  ob-  . 
noxious  life  guards,  deprived  of 
their  arms,  and  treated  as  prifoners 
of  war,  were,  with  drooping  heads, 
and  revolting  hearts,  appointed,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  an  efcort,  to  attend 
their  fovereigns.  *That  the  procef- 
fion,  however  deplorable,  might,  in 
all  its  parts  be  charadleriftic,  the 
mangled  and  bloody  heads  of  the 
two  guards  who  had  been  murdered 
in  the  morning  were  carried  along 
on  pikes  to  grace  the  fpedlacle; 
and,  it  is  faid,  were  frequently  and 
defignedly  exhibited  before  the  win-, 
dows  of  the  carriage  which  convey¬ 
ed  the  royal  captives.  We  fhall  not 
defile  our  page,  nor  inful t  the  deli¬ 
cacy,  or  fhock  the  feelings  of  ou* 
readers,  by  repeating  any  of  the 
obfeene,  favage,  and  horrid  expref- 
fions,  which  the  beafts  of  women 
uied  in  the  hearing  of  the  queen, 
and  diredled  to  her  hearing. 

Such  was  the  mourpful  ^  , 
proceffion,  which  attended  ’  t  * 
the  removal  of  Louis  XVI.  *7  9* 
King  of  France,  from  his  palace  at 
V  erfailles,  to  his  prifon  in  Paris. 

As  time  brings  out  many  of  thofe 
hidden  circumftances,  in  cafes  of 
plots  and  confpiracies,  which  are 
not  at  firft  known,  or  perhaps  fuf- 
pedted,  fo  it  has  for  fome  time  been 
reported,  both  on  the  continent  and 
here,  and  we  find  is  credited  by 
perfons  who  have  more  than  com¬ 
mon  means  of  information,  that  the 
too  great  and  overgrown  fubjedl, 
who  is  now  confidered  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  author  and  caufe  of  thofe  dis¬ 
turbances  which  have  ruined  France, 
was  himfelf  prefent  in  difguife 
among  the  mob  who  were  deftined 
in  the  morning  to  the  attack  of  the 
palace ;  that  he  was  revealed,  not- 
withilanding  his  difguifs,  tp  the 
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leaders,  by  certain  prefixed  marks 
er  fignals ;  that  the  principal  fer- 
vice  which  he  intended  was",  from 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  palace,  to  lead  the 
banditti  by  the  neareft  way  to  the 
royal  apartments,  in  which '  cafe  it ' 
is  fuppofed,  that  all  that  part  of  the 
royal  family  would  have  been  in- 
fiantiy  facrificed.  That  fortunately 
his  heart,  according  to  its  ufual  cuf- 
tom,  failed  when  he  arrived  at  the 
fcene  of  action  ;  and  that  he  accord¬ 
ingly  Hunk  away  from  his  afihciates, 
whofe  numbers,  violence,  and  fero¬ 
city,  were  poffibly  among  the  caufes 
of  his  terror.  It  is  likewife  told, 
as  a  part  and  confirmation  of  the 
fame  ftory,  that  Mirabeau,  in  his 
rage  at  what  he  confidered  fuch 
fhtsmeful  conduct,  threw  out  the 
following  extraordinary  farcafm : 
*  That  man  conftantly  carries  a 
**  cocked  piilol  loaded  with  mifchief 
“  in  his  hand,  but  his  cowardice  is 

fo  extreme  that  he  never  can  draw 
iS  the  trigger.” 

Mounier,  who  had  relied  too 
much  upon  La  Fayette’s  vigilance, 
and  upon  the  order  of  fafety  which 
had  he  eftablifhed  for  the  night,  when 
awakened  late  by  an  account  of  the 
horrid  tranfa£lions  which  were  tak¬ 
ing  place,  at  once  augured  the 
downfall  both  of  liberty'  and  mo¬ 
narchy,  to  each  of  which  he  was 
moll  2ealoufly' attached.  He  haf- 
tened  to  the-  afiembly,  and  propofed 
that  they  fhould  immediately  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  palace,  hold  their  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  grand  faioon  of  Verfailles, 
and  affift  the  king  with  their  advice, 
as  well  as  with  their  affiftance  and 
protection,  at  this  momentous  cri¬ 
bs.  But  it  did  not  at  all  fuit  the 
views  of  the  patriots  in  any  degree 
to  impede,  much  lefs  to  prevent, 
the  difmal  pre.cefiion  to  Paris :  Mi¬ 


rabeau  anfwered,  in  his  ufual  cha¬ 
racter,  that  it  was  beneath  their 
dignity  to  meet  in  the  king’s  palace ; 
and'  this  anfwer  was  received  by  the 
reft  of  the  party,  as  a  full  and  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  continuing  as  they 
were.  Mounier  declares,  that  the 
joy  of  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  and  others 
of  the  molt  violent  leaders,  was  fo 
extreme,  as  to  become  indecently 
apparent;  whilft  the  members  oh 
the  other  fide,  expeCling  every  mo¬ 
ment  to  be  furrounded  by  an  armed 
rabble,  trembled  for  their  lives, 
and  dared  not  utter  a  word.  To 
while  away  time  it  was  voted,  that 
the  national  afiembly  -was  infe- 
parable  from  the  king;  after  which 
any  trifling  bufinefs  that  could  be 
thought  of  was  brought  forward,  to 
afford  fome  appcaranbe  of  debating 
until  the  bufinefs  at  tke  palace  was 
entirely  over. 

The  broken  remnants  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  or  moderate  party,  of  whom 
Mounier  was  the  head,  and  who 
had  ever  endeavoured  to  eftablifh, 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  fafefi 
and  moll  permanent  fyfiem  of  liber¬ 
ty  for  the  people,  under  the  form 
of  a  limited  monarchy,  to  be  regu¬ 
lated  and  kept  within  proper  bounds 
by  a  conftitution  fomewhat  refem- 
bling  that  of  England,  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  evening,  at  which  it  was 
hated,  that  having  long,  with  great 
peril  to  themfelves,  difcharged 
their  duty  as  honefi  men,  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  Hem  the ‘torrent  of 
republicanifm,  to  defeat  the  una¬ 
vowed,  and  therefore  more  dange¬ 
rous  defigns  of  fome  of  the  fa&ious 
leaders,  to  efiablifh  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  preferve  the  proper  and  necefiary 
rights  of  the  monarchy  inviolate; 
that  after  this  long  and  virtuous 
firuggle,  it  was  npw  •  a  matter  of 

grievous 
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grievous  refleflion  to  perceive,  not  being  otherwife  under  the  prefent 
only  that  all  their  efforts  were  fruit-  fydem,  they  fhould,  notwithlland- 
lefs,  but  that  a  dire&ly  contrary  and  ing,  perfevere.  in  the  fame  fruitlefs 
moll  dangerous  Hate  of  affairs  had  toil,  and  devote  their  lives,  with- 
taken  place.  They  faw  the  mo-  out  a  competent  objedl,  by  placing 
parchy  overthrown;  the  king  a  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Parifians; 
prifoner,  not  merely  to  his  own  or  whether  they  fhould  at  once  fe- 
fubje&s,  confidered  generally  as  cede  from  the  aflembly,  and  fubmit 
fuch,  but  to  the  rabbie  of  Paris;  their  condutf  in  every  thing,  along 
while  his  life  hung  fufpended  by  a  with  the  caufes  of  this  procedure, 
hair,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  to  their  conflituents,  as  well  as  to 
every  ruffian  to  fnap  or  to  cut  in  a  the  public  at  large  ? 
moment.  They  faw  that  liberty  for  The  greater  part  of  the  members 
which  they  had  fo  much  contended,  prefent,  notwithftanding  thefe  rea- 
now  placed  in  fuch  a  train,  tha£  if  ions,  in  the  veracity  of  which  they 
caufes  produced  their  proper  eflefts,  all  equally  agreed,  were  yet  unwil- ' 
it  was  likely  to  be  dedroyed  before  ling  to  abandon  their  feats.  Mou- 
it  was  formed.  The  national  af-  nier  and  Lally  Tolendal  were  at 
fembly  mud  now  remove  to  Paris,  the  head  of  the  feceders,  1 
which  had  for  fome  time  been  the  But  before  Mounier  had  quitted 
prime  with,  and  chief  object  in  view,  the  prefident’s  chair,  he  had  the 
with  fome  of  the  moll  dangerous  of  addrefs,  with  the  fervent  aid  of  his 
the  factious  leaders  who  ruled  that  friends,  to  carry  a  very  important 
body.  In  Paris,  the  reprefentatives  refolution,  and  which  there, was  lit- 
of  the  people  would  become  as  ab-  tie  reafon  to  expebl  could  have  been 
folute  prifoners  as  the  king  ;  and  palled.  This  was  an  order  for  an 
France  would  be-governed  by  laws,  enquiry  into  the  horrid  maffacre, 
framed  by  thefe  leaders,  and  en-  intended  and  actually  commenced 
forced  on  the  alfembly  by  the  ter-  on  the  6th  of  October,  and  for  pro- 
ror  of  their  indruments,  the  cabals  fecuting  the  authors  thereof.  This  , 
and  mobs  of  the  capital.  As  for  was  the  foundation  of  all  the  pro- 
themfelves,  the  purity  of  their  views  ceedings  which  were  conducted  in 
and  the  integrity  of  their  conduct  the  chatelet  upon  the  fubjett  ;  and 
could  nbt  preferve  them  from  con-  'though  fubilantial  juftice  was  not 
tinual  danger  and  menace  to  their  obtained,  nor  probably  could  be 
lives ;  indeed  it  was  unhappily  too  expelled,  yet  it  could  not  be  with- 
eieariy  fhewn,  that  thefe  were  qua-  out  fome  good  eft  eel,  by  letting 
lities.  now  fo  little  regarded,  that  wanton  murderers  fee,  that  'they  \ 
they  <;ould  procure  neither  elleem  might  not  always  be  fafe  in  the 
nor  fafety.  .The  quellion  now  for  gratification  cf  that  horrid  pro- 
them  to  confider  was.  Whether,  penfity  ;  and  reminding  them,  that 
having  fulfilled  the  duty  which  they  public  enquiries,  and  public  profe- 
owed  to  the  public  to  the  utmod  cutions,  were  not  pleafant  matters 
of  their  power,  but  without  effefl,  to  play  with.  It  would  have  done 
and  finding  affairs  now  in  a  date  much  honour  to  the  national  aflem- 
which  not  only  rendered  them  to-  bly,  would  have  prevented  much 
tally  ufelefs  for  the  prefent,  but  well-founded  reproach,  which  will 
W.Ki*h  cut  off  all  hope  of  their  ever  not  wear  off  while  the  memory  of 
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any  of  their  a£ts  continue,  and 
woijild  have  prevented  acts  which 
will  be  an  eternal  Itain  to  their 
country,  if  they  had  palled,  and 
fupported  with  vigour,  many  fimi- 
lar  refolutions ;  inttead  ot  turning 
accounts  of  the  molt  inhuman  mur¬ 
ders  to  ridicule,  and  ihaonefully 
joking  upon  the  purity  or  impurity 
of  the  blood  thus  died. 

Nothing  at  the  fame  time  can  af¬ 
ford  a  ftronper  demonftration  of  the 
homage  paid  to  Mounter’s,  charac¬ 
ter,  and  of  the  awful  afcendancy 
which  virtue  holds  over  thofe  even 
who  abhor  its  name,  than  that  he 
ihouid  have  been  able  to  carry  a 
refolution  fo  abhorent  to  the  likings 
cf  all  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
factions;  —  they  evidently  llirunk 
before  it.  He  has  declared  himfelf, 
that  the  reflection  of  his  having 
carried  this  meafure  of  humanity 
and  juftice,  was  no  fmall  folace  to 
him  in  his  fubfequent  troubles  and 
misfortunes.  This  was  his  lalt 
public  ait :  and  he,  who  had  not 
long  fmce  been  one  of  the  molt 
popular  men  in  the  kingdom,  was, 
at  no  diltant  period,  deltined  to  fly 
from  his  country,  and  to  retire  to 
Geneva  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
life.  This  obligation  he  owed  to 
Barnave  and  others  of  his  brother 
deputies,  who,. unable  to  reflit  or  en¬ 
dure  his  virtue  when  prefent,  took 
care  to  prepoflefs  the  minds  of  the 
people-  fo  effectually  againfl  him,  as 
%0  prevent  the  polfibility  of  his  being 
ever  again  troublefome.  Mounier 
was,  with  refpeit  to  ftrfotnefs  of  in¬ 
tegrity,  purity  of  principle,  love 
and  admiration  of  virtue,  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  firit  man  in  the  affembly, 
>  and  Teemed  to  belong  to  another 
age  rather  than  to  the  prefent.  In 
talents  and  abilities  he  was  fecond 
to  none  in  that  body  ;  but  they  were 


not  fhowy,  nor  calculated  to  catch 
tjm  vulgar ;  fo  that  his  popularity, 
aro/s  from  the  general  fenie  enter¬ 
tained  of  his  virtue.  He  was  an 
enthuflaflic  lover  of  liberty,  and 
as  determined  a  foe  to  tyranny  in 
every  ihape  and  form ;  but  the  li¬ 
berty  which  he  adored,  and  wilhed 
to  eflablilh,  was  a  rational  and 
regular  one,  fenced  in  with  infu- 
perable  rellraints  againfl;  its  dege¬ 
nerating  into  licentioufnefs  and  a* 
narchy,  as  well  as  with  impaflable 
mounds  againfl;  the  inroads  of  def- 
potifm.  In  political  affairs  his 
faults  were,  being  too  refined  and 
fpeculative,  and  fometimes  being 
immoveable  in  his  opinions. 

We  thought  it  both  becoming 
and  a  part  of  our  duty,  to  fay  thus 
much  of  a  fallen  and  unfortunate, 
but  a  very  eminent  man ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  there  is  little  probabili¬ 
ty  that  he  will  ever  again  come 
within  our  obfervation. 

Mounier  declared  to  a  few  par¬ 
ticular  friends,  at  his  quitting  Paris, 
how  much  he  was  oppreffed  by  the 
melancholy  refle&ion,  that  all  his 
efforts  in  favour  of  liberty  had  only 
ended  in  enflaving  France  to  the 
defpofifm  of  faction,  inftead  of  the 
defpotifm  of  royalty. 

Two  factions,  with  views  totally 
different  and  incompatible,  had  an 
equal  lhare  in  promoting  the  late 
diforders  and  violence.  The  re¬ 
publican  levellers  intended*  by  the 
removal  to  Paris, ,  to  place  the  un¬ 
happy  fovereign  fo  entirely  in  their 
own  power,  and  by  the  aid  of  the 
Parifians  to  purge  the  affembly  fo 
totally  of  all  who  oppofed  them, 
that  neither  the  king,  the  nobles, 
nor  the  clergy,  could  find  it’poflible 
afterwards  to  defend  any  of  their 
rights,  not  only  by  arms,  but  even 
by  legal  refinance.  And  they  well 
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{aw  that  the  bare  name  of  the  king, 
which  did.  not  produce  the  fmalleft 
benefit  to  himfelf,  might  be  turned 
to  gr^at  account  by  affording  fome 
{Unction  to  their  proceedings,  and 
thereby  become  a  moil  ufefui  inftru- 
uient  in  the  confirmation  of  their 
power.  Upon  thefe  principles  no 
defigns  that  affeCted  the  king’s  life 
could  originate  or  be  received  in 
this  party. 

The  other  faction,  of  which  Mi- 
rabeau  was,  at  leak,  the  oiteniible 
head,  and  the  leaders  of  which  were 
generally  called  the  cabal,  held  very 
different  views,  though  they  pur- 
fued  the  fame  means,  and  uled  the 
fame  inilruments,  the  mobs  of  Paris, 
for  their  attainment.  The  firll,  as 
we  have  feen,  wiflied  to  confine 
the  king,  perhaps  for  life,  within 
the  wails  of  that  capital ;  but  the 
fecond  hoped  to  terrify  Jiim  into 
a  flight ;  in  which  cafe  they  would 
have  proceeded  to  depofition  ;  and 
poffibly  the  circumstances  of  the 
flight  might  have  afforded  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  greater  and  more  de- 
cifive  violence.  Though  thefe  af- 
iumea  the  character  of  republicans, 
and  generally  aCted  along  with 
them,  yet  fo  far  were,  they  from 
wifhing  the  overthrow  of  the  fove- 
reignty,  that  they  very  reluctantly 
admitted  even  the  reductions  that 
were  made  in  its  authority;  .they 
wifhed  it  to  continue  perfect  and 
whole,  but  wanted  to  change  the 
hands  in  which  it  was  placed  ;  fo 
that  having  fet  up  a  phantom  of 
power,  which,  from  its  weaknefs, 
they  knew  they  could  manage  as 
they  pleafed,  a  very  few  of  their 
principal  leaders  would  be  enabled 
afterwards  to  govern  with  fupreme 
authority.  This  party  was  from 
two  caufes  particularly  dangerous ; 
one  was  the  extreme  profligacy,  and 


total  want  of  principle,  joined  with 
uncommon  abilities,  of  fome  of  its 
leaders ;  the  other  was  the  profound 
fecrecy  with  which  its  ultimate 
views  were  kept  concealed,  fo  that 
the  real  objeCts  of  its  purluit  apcl 
conduCl  were  never  apparent. 

The  republican  party  were  tri¬ 
umphant  upon  this  occauon ;  and 
the  views  of  the  cabal,  if  not  en¬ 
tirely  feen  through,  were  at  leak  fo 
far  underitood,  as  to  excite  much 
miitruft,  and  draw  no  ffnall  degree 
of  odium  upon  their  leaders. 

Though  the  revolution  was  now 
completed,  and  no  vifibie  obitacie 
remaining  which  could  check  the 
republicans  in  their  future  career, 
yet  the  idea  of  {hutting  themfelvcs 
up  within  the  walls  of  the  turbu¬ 
lent  city  of  Paris,  where  ico,ooo 
pair  of  jealous  and  fufpicious  eyes 
were  to  be  an  eternal  watch  upon 
their  conduCt  and  actions;  where 
they  were  to  be  fubjected  to  the  ca¬ 
price  of  a  frantic  and  bloody  popu¬ 
lace,  who  had  conftituted  themlelves 
both  judges  and  executioners  of  the 
law  in  all  cafes  of  life  and  death ; 
and  where  the  moll  zealous  patriot 
was  liable  to  b.’come  an  inllanta- 
neous  viClim  to  the  falfefl  report, 
or  to  the  moll  unfounded  fufpicion  ; 
thele  confiderations,  aCling  altoge¬ 
ther,  could  not  but  firike  a  great 
part  of  the  affembly  with  the  moil 
lerious  and  alarming  apprehenfiens, 
and  thereby  ferve  much  to  leffen 
that  fatis faClion  and  exultation  of 
pride  and  fuccefs,  which  their  fignal 
triumph  over  the  crown,  and  that 
extreme  and  abje.Ct  Hate  of  degra¬ 
dation  to  which  it  was  reduced, 
might  otherwife  have  afforded. 

In  Ol  der,  by  every  means  in  their 
power,  to  guard  againlt  this  danger, 
which,  however  unavowed,  was 
equally  obvious  to  all,  the  affembly 

immediately 
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immediately  paffed  the  ftrongeft  re¬ 
solutions  that  could  be  framed,  re- 
fpedting  the  (acred  nefs  and  inviola¬ 
bility  of  their  perfons.  But  thefe 
being  in  no  degree  fufficient  to  re¬ 
move  the  general  imprelHon  of  dan¬ 
ger  which  had  taken  place,  fo  great 
a  number  of  members  were  conti¬ 
nually  applying  for  leave  of  ab- 
lence,  that  it  feemed  at  length  as 
if  the  affembly  would  be  entirely 
defeated ;  and  it  was  found  necef- 
fary,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  to 
pafs  an  order  or  refolution,  that  no 
farther  applications  for  leave  (hould 
be  received. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  had  hot, 
however,  time  to  wear  off  before  an 
event  took  place  which  fu (Helen tly 
{hewed  that  they  were  by  no  means 
ill-founded.  For  the  affembly  had 
not  been  long  in  Paris,  when  thofe 
Ipyal  and  peaceable  citizens,  being 
perhaps  apprehenfive  that  their 
rights  and  authority  might,  with¬ 
out  frequent  exertion,  become  dor¬ 
mant,  and  lapfe  into  what  the  law¬ 
yers  call  a  Hate  of  defuetude,  deter¬ 
mined  to  give  their  new  vifitants  of 
the  affembly  an  early  fpecimen  of 
what  thofe  rights  and  that  authority 
were,  fo  as  to  prevent  all  future 
miflakes  about  their  nature  and 
extent,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  afford 
a  (hiking  in  (lance  of  their  own  due 
qualification,  from  the,  eafe  and  fa¬ 
cility  with- which  they  adminiftered 
fummary  juftice.  There  could  be  no 
want  of  an  object  on  which  to  dis¬ 
play  their  juftice  ar>d  dexterity, 
W'hile  there  remained  a  baker  dill 
tn  exiftence.  The  lot  accordingly 
fell  upon  an  unfortunate  member  of 
that  fraternity,  who  happened  to  be 
totally  innocent  of  any  known 
crime,  or  of  any  breach  whatever  of 
the  laws ;  but  the  pithy  death-term 
of  *  monopolizer5  being  fuddenly 
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founded  in  his  ears,  he  was,  at  nodh 
day,  dragged  out  of  Ms  own  houfe, 
and  inftantly  hanged  before  the  door, 
in  the  fight  of  his  wife  and  fa¬ 
mily. 

While  the  affembly  were  at  a 

* 

di fiance,  matters  of  this  fort  were- 
paffed  over  without  concern  or  no¬ 
tice  ;  but  this  tumult  taking  place 
under  their  eyes,  and  the  danger 
feeming  already  at  their  own  doors, 
the  alarm  and  apprehenfion  excited 
by  it  were  beyond  defeription.  This 
paroxyfm  of  terror,  however,  pro¬ 
duced  an  excellent  effect,  it  rouzed 
the  affembly  into  a  degree  of  exer¬ 
tion,  the  want  of  which  had  been 
long  and  lamentably  felt;  and  its 
very  excefs  proved  the  means  of  in- 
fpirjng  them  with  courage.  They 
likewise  could  not  but  feel  how 
much  their  authority  and  dignity 
were  fet  at  nought  and  degraded, 
and  that  public  opinion,  upon  which 
every  thing  depended,  would  be 
(haken,  if  fo  violent  an  outrage, 
committed  aim  oft  in  their  prefence, 
and  as  if  it  had  been  to  (hew  who 
were  in  future  to  be  their  mailers, 
had  been  fuffered  to  pafs  with  im¬ 
punity.  Under  thefe,  and  fimilar 
iftipreffions,  the  affembly  imme¬ 
diately  paffed  a  very  effective  and 
fevere  law,  founded  much  upon  the 
principle  of  the  Englilh  riot  aCt,  by 
which  the  municipal-  magiftrates 
were  obliged  to  proclaim  martial 
law  whenever  the  mob  proceeded  tp| 
outrage;  and  were  beiides  furnifhed 
with  a  red,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  fea- 
men,  a  bloody  flag,  which,  upon 
fuch  occafions,  was  to  be  difplayed 
from  the  town  houfe,  as  a  formida¬ 
ble  emblem  of  the  confequences 
which  would  enfue.  In  tile  fame 
fpirit,  the  Parifian  rabble  were  con¬ 
demned  to  the  inexpreffible  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  beholding  two  or  three  of 
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flie  mod  notorious  of  their  brethren, 
who  were  concerned  in  the  late  tu¬ 
mult  and  murder,  publicly  hanged. 
Thefe  vigorous  meafures  produced 
an  immediate  happy  effect;  and  or¬ 
der*  and  quiet  were  for  fome  time 
eftabiifhed. 

An  event  now  took  place  which 
coqld  not  fail  to  aftonifn  all  thofe 
who  were  not  admitted  deeply  into 
\  the  fecrets  of  affairs.  This  was  the 
extraordinary  meafure  of  fending  the 
duke  of  Orleans  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  To  underhand  this  we  are 
to  obferve,  that  nothing  could  ex¬ 
ceed  the  indignation  of  La  Fayette 
at  the  unexpected  difobedience 
which  he  experienced  from  his 
troops  on  the  jjth  of  October.  All 
the  mutual  ties  which  fhould  unite 
a  general  and  his  army  feemed  at 
once  diffolved;  and,  betides  the  dis¬ 
appointment,  and  wound  to  his 
pride,  the  personal  fecurity  of  a 
commander  feemed  in  a  very  pre¬ 
carious  date,  whofe  troops  difdaincd 
to  obey,  and  who  made  no  fcruple 
of  flying  in.  the  face  of  his  authori¬ 
ty  and  command.  He  well  knew 
that  their  difobedience  and  mutiny 
did  not  originate  with  themfelves, 
but  were  produced  by  the  machina¬ 
tions  of* the  cabal ;  and  he  direfbed 
all  his  indignation  and  refentment 
to  their  proper  objedl,  the  fuppofed 
father  of  that  fadtion.  For,  what¬ 
ever  La  Fayette’s  private  political 
views  might  have  been,  there  cer¬ 
tainly  Was  nothing  farther  removed 
from  them,  or  which  he  abhorred 
more,  even  in  idea,  than  that  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  through  any  con- 
vultion,  or  change  of  circumtiances, 
or  under  any  denomination,  of  re¬ 
gent  or  otherwife,  fhould  ever  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  public  affairs. 
He  law7  that  the  feafon  was  highly 
favourable  to  the  gratification  of  hji$ 


enmity ;  that  the  views  of  the  cabal 
were  thoroughly  feen  through,  and 
they  had  confequently  loti  all  in¬ 
fluence,  weight,  and  confidence  in 
the  aflembly;  that  Mirabeau  had 
not  been  more  unfortunate  in  his 
views  to  aggrandize  his  principal 
than  himfelf ;  and  that"  his  late  de-» 
tign  of  forcing  himfelf  into  the 
royal  adminiftration,  w7as  fo  well 
underftood,  that  his  preparatory  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejedted,  with  every  mark 
not  only  of  diiguft  but  abhor¬ 
rence. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  leading  party 
in  the  aflembly  had  already  derived 
all  the  benefits  from  the  duke  which 
they  wifhed,  or  at  any  time  in¬ 
tended  :  his  pecuniary  aid  had.frcnj 
the  beginning  been  indifpenfably 
necelfary  to  their  fuccefs,  without 
it  they  could  have  done  nothing; 
but  now  things  were  totally  chang¬ 
ed  :  if  his  treafures  had  not  even 
been  pretty  well  exhautied,  they 
were  not,  however,  in  that  ftate  of 
neceffity  which  rendered  them  oncg 
indifpenfable;  he  had  been  as  long 
the  inftrument  to  their  purpofes  as 
was  neceffary,  to  continue  it  longer 
would,  be  folly.  Betides  that  his 
ferviccs  were  no  longer  wanted,  his 
prefence  was  becoming  trouble- 
fome ;  and  might,  under  certain 
cireumflances,  through  his  influence 
with  the  rabble,  poffibly  prove  dan¬ 
gerous. 

Whether  the  opinion  that  thefe 
motives  operated  upon  the  aflembly 
be  well  founded  or  not,  it  feerris 
evident  that  La  Fayette  mult  hayg 
had  a  certainty  of  being'  well  flip- 
ported  when  he  ventured  upon  fo 
bold,  and  feemingly  fo  dangerous  a 
meafure.  He  fettled  the  .buflnefs 
like  a  foldier,  with  little  ceremony 
but  peremptory  efFefl.  In  a  fhort 
and  fudden  conference  with  the 

dnkef 
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duke,  he  Informed  him  in  a  few  and  accompanied  with  an  air  of 
words,  that  his  prefence  in  France  fuch  decisive  authority,  that  the 
was  at  this  juntture  incompatible  duke,  furprized  and  fubdued,  fhrunk 
with  the  good  of  the  nation;  that  under  its  effedt;  and,  every  thing 
England,  where  he  was  well  ac-  being  prepared,  was  difpatchad  td 
quainted,  was  deemed  the  country  England. 

moll  fitting  for  him  to  retire  to;  Mirabeau’s  rage  was  unbounded 
that  a  pafiport  from  the  king  was  '•at  this  cowardly  fubmiffion,  as  he 
ready  for  him ;  and  that,  to  cover  termed  it,  of  the  duke.  It  was  given 
tire  matter,  he  fnould  be  apparently  in  evidence  before  the  chatelet,  that 
fent  to  execute  a  private  commlf-  he  concluded  a  torrent  of  the  grof- 
Eon  from  his  majefty  in  that  coun-  fed  abufe  by  exclaiming,  “  He  does 
try.  The  mandate  was  fo  peremp*  “  not  deferve  the  trouble  that  lias 
tory,-  delivered  with  fuch  firmnefs,  i(  been  taken  for  his  fake !” 

C  H  A  P.  III. 

Effects  of  the  tranfatlions  in  France  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain.  General  difpoftion  in  their  favour  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution.  Various  political  fpeculations  thereon.  The  evils  which  followed 
forejeen  by  more  accurate  obj'ervers,  and  particularly  foretold  in  the  celebrated 
work  of  Mr.  Burke.  The  inieref  which  the  French  leaders  had  in  in¬ 
volving  the  jurrounding  fates  in  the  fame  d fractions.  Their  attempts,  and 
the  effects  of  them,  particularly  in  Great -Britain  and  Ireland.  Meeting  of 
parliament .  Speech  from  the  throne,  AddreJ's  voted  in  both  houfes  without 
debate.  Act  of  indemnity  relative  to  the  order  of  council  for  fopping  the 
exportation  oj  corn.  Military  efimates  an'madverted  upon  by  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  Mr.  Mar  foehn,  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  and  defended  by  Mr.  Grenville  and 
Mr,  Pitt.  Some  expref ion's  of  Mr.  Fox,  applauding  the  French  revolution , 
tntd  the  conduct  of  the  French  army  on  that  occafion,  conjured  by  Col.  Phipps. 
*fkc  Jams  /'object  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke.  His  fpcech  upon  the  Jpirit  and 
tenfequences  of  that  event,  and  his  regret  at  differing  in  of  inion  from  Mr. 
fox.  His  opinion  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  French  ar  my,  and  con- 
■  corning  the  comparifon  between  the  Frrnch  revolution,  and  the  revolution  of 
1688.  H  is  j'pcech  received  with  general  applaufe.  Mr.  Fox ,  in  reply ,  la¬ 
ments  the  difference  of  opinion  between  them.  His  encomium  upon  Mr. 
Burke.  Explains  his  oven  fent  intents  refpeciing  the  French  revolution.  Fro-, 
fefes  his  political  principles.  His  opinion  of  the  revolution  of  1 688.  Hit 
*  apology  for  the  excefes  of  the  French  patriots.  Mr.  Sheridan's  fpeech  upon 
fbe  fame  occafion.  Declares  his  entire  difference  of  opinion  from  Mr.  Burke. 
Defends  the  French  revolution.  Apologizes  for  its  excefes.  Charges  Mr, 
Jfurke  with  being  an  advocate  for  defpotifm.  Compliments  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  and  other  French  patriots.  His  opinion  of  the  revolution  of  168&. 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  other  members,  rife  to  exprefs  their  obligations  and  gratitude 
its  Mr.  Burke  for  the fentimnts  he  had  exprefed  during  the  debate. 
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IT  was  impoflible  thattranfaflions 
of  the  kind  we  have  jud  been  re¬ 
lating,  (hould  not,  in  every  point  of 
view,  forcibly  attradl  the  attention 
of  all  the  furrounding  nations  of 
Europe.  But,  to  the  people  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  they  became,  at  an  early 
period,  from  feveral  peculiar  circum- 
dances,  a  fubjeft  matter  of  a  more 
direct,  as  well  as  feriaus  intereft. 
Before  we  proceed,  therefore,  to  the 
detail  of  our  parliamentary  proceed¬ 
ings,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  a 
(hort  account  of  the  general  impref- 
don  which  the  tranfadtions  of  F ranee 
made  upon  the  public  mind;  to 
point  out  the  different  views  they 
iuggeded  to  political  parties,  and  the 
firlt  appearance  of  a  deiign  to  form 
a  common  cauie  between  the  fpe- 
culative  reformers  of  our  own  na¬ 
tion,  and  the  levelling  party,  which 
foon  became  all-powerful,  in  France. 

The  reader  will  have  remarked 
the  many  favourable  circumftances, 
under  which  the  ftates-general  of 
France  were  at  firft  affembled,  and 
which  feemed  to  require  but  an  ordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  public  virtue  and  poli¬ 
tical  prudence  to  improve  them  into 
the  mod  impo'rtantadvantages.  With 
a  fpirit  of  conceffion  tending  to  faci¬ 
lity,  the  representatives  of  the  two  fi  rft 
orders,  the  clergy  and  the  nobility, 
were  empowered,  by  the  inftrudlions 
of  their  refpettive  condiments,  to 
concede  upon  almod  all  the  points, 
which  had  ever  been  considered  as 
invidious,  or  Were  then  in  difpute, 
and  particularly  thofe  of  pecuniary 
rivileges.  Every  thing  that  could 
e  required  from  a  prince,  to  whom 
the  happinefs  of  his  people  had  ever 
•been  the  objedt  neared  his  heart, 
was  to  be  reckoned  upon  as  certain ; 
and,  amongd  the  red,  the  future  pe¬ 
riodical  meetings  of  the  dates,  by 
ts*hi0h  tjie  gradual  improvement  of 
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the  conditution,  without  convulfion, 
perhaps  without  conted,  was  almod 
a  neceffary  confequence. 

Whild  the  affairs  of  France  wore 
this  promidng  afpedt,  the  Englifh 
nation  feemed  difpofed  to  congratu¬ 
late,  with  fincerity,  its  ancient  rival 
upon  the  dawn  of  its  liberty,  A 
laudable  partiality  for  their  own 
country  had,  indeed,  excited  appre- 
heniions  in  fome,  that  France,  by 
availing  itfelf  cf  the  advantages  of  a 
free  conditution,  might  become  a 
more  powerful,  and  confequently  a 
more  dangerous  neighbour :  whild 
others,  led  away  by  the  fafhionable 
theories  of  the  day,  conceived,  that 
whatever  temptations  to  ambition 
France  might  derive  from  its  future 
profperity,  they  would  be  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  thofe  principles 
of  equity  and  moderation,  which 
might  be  expended  to  prevail  under 
its  new  fydem  of  government,  in 
proportion  to  the  predominance  cf  the 
popular  intereds  in  it.  This  latter  0- 
pinion  had  its  advocates  particularly 
amongd  thofe,  who  were  admirers  of 
republican  forms  of  government,  and 
willing  to  cad  an  odium  upon  mo¬ 
narchy  by  attributing  all  the  wars 
which  have  defolated  the  world,  to 
the  ambition  and  avarice  of  princes. 

Such,  in  general,  were  the  opini¬ 
ons  which  Hoated  upon  the  public 
mind;  and  rat Vr  as  matter  of  cu¬ 
rious  (peculation,  than  of  national 
concern.  But  upon  what  a  fuperfi- 
cial  view  of  things  thefe  opinions 
were  formed,  in  all  their  parts,  the 
events,  that  have  (ince  happened, 
have  fully  evinced.  The  evils, 
however,  which  at  that  time  exided 
only  in  their  principles,  or  in  fuch 
effects  as  might  be  fuppofed  occa- 
donal  or  collateral,  did  not  even 
then  efcape  more  experienced  ob- 
fervers.  They  were  developed  anfi 

purfued 
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purfuedtothe  dreadful  confequences, 
which  have  fince  enfued.  Before 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1789,  a  cele¬ 
brated  member  of  the  Britifli  par¬ 
liament,  in  a  work,  which  will  re¬ 
main  to  the  lateft  poflerity  as  a  mo¬ 
nument  of  enlightened  patriotifm 
and  unrivalled  political  judgment, 
not  only  warned  the  French  nation 
of  the  dreadful  precipice,  upon  which 
it- hood,  but  foretold,  with  a  circum- 
fiantiai  exadthefs,  thefe  horrors, 
which,  though  fince  adted  almolt  un¬ 
der  our  eyes,  we  hefitate  t’O  believe. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  laid  open  to 
the  view  of  all- Europe,  the  defigns 
of  a  fadlion,  which  aimed  diredtly, 
both  from  policy  and  upon  prin¬ 
ciple,  at  the  total  fubverfion  of  all 
its  eftabliflied  governments. 

It  was  evident  to  the  projectors 
Of  the  French  revolution,  that  their 
plan  mud  neceffaiily  exceed  the  li¬ 
mits  of  their  own  territory.  Con- 
fcious  of  the  defperate  lengths  to 
which  their  fyftem  led,  and  refolved 
to  pufh  it  to  its  utmoft  extent,  they 
could  not  expedl,  that  either  the  po¬ 
licy  or  generality  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  dates  would  differ  them  to  re¬ 
main  unconcerned  fpedlators  of  the 
fcenes  they  were  preparing  to  adt, 
or  inattentive  to  the  principles  efta- 
blifhed,  in  order  to  juflify  or  produce 
theta.  They  favv,  that  it  was  not 
lei's  neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
general  plan,  than  to  the  execution 
of  that  part,  in  which  they  were  im¬ 
mediately  engaged,  to  involve  the 
other  nations,  without  delay,  in  the 
fame  didraddions.  And  notwith- 
flanding  they  failed,  for  the  mod 
part,  in  this  attempt,  yet  it  is  not  tQ 
be  doubted,  but  that  the  countenance 
they  received  ataongd  individiials 
in  foreign  countries,  though  not  at¬ 
tended  with  fatal  confequences  to 
thole  countries  themfeives,  yet  by 
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the  credit  it  gave  to  the  exaggerated 
accounts  given  by  their  journalids  of 
the  general  prevalence  of  their  prin¬ 
ciples,  contributed,  in  no  fmail  de¬ 
gree,  to  encourage  the  prevalent 
faction  to  the  perpetration  of  thole 
dreadful  exceffes,  which  they  were 
afterwards  wrought  up  to  commit. 

Such  were  the  zeal  and  adtivity 
of  the  French  agitators,  and  fuch 
the  extent  and  boldnefs  of  their 
plans,  that  it  is  notorious,  that  there 
was  no  part  of  Europe  in  which  their 
agents  were  not  edablidied  for  the 
purpoie  of  diffeminating  their  per¬ 
nicious  principles.  Great-Brltain 
and  Ireland  offered,  upon  many  ob¬ 
vious  accounts,  the  faired  field  to  the 
indudry  of  thefe  democratic  miffion- 
aries.  It  was  not  negledted,  and 
was  cultivated  not  without  fuccefsi 
Adtive  and  zealous  partizans  were 
found  ready  to  co-operate  with 
them.  Nor  was  this  confined  to  in- 
dividuals:  but  various  political  fo- 
cieties,  of  more  or  lefs  ancient  de¬ 
nomination,  made  it  their  bufinefs 
to  propagate  their  principles,  and 
recommend  their  example.  The  no¬ 
bility  of  France  had  not  been  long 
profcribed  and  the  church  plunder¬ 
ed,  nor  the  king  many  days  led  cap¬ 
tive  to  Pari§,  before  letters  of  con¬ 
gratulation  were  fent  from  feveral  of 
thele  focieties  in  both  kingdoms,  and 
a  regular  official  correfpondence  o- 
pened  between  them  and  the  leaders 
in  France.  In  the  tranfadlions  of 
thele  focieties,  the  means  by  which 
the  revolution  was  carried  on  and 
effedted,  if  not  always  praifed,  were 
yet  pronounced  to  be  fandtified  by 
the  end ;  the  example  was  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  glorious  pattern  for  the 
imitation  of  mankind,  and  fan- 
gume  expeditions  were  held  out, 
that  it  was  but  the  firft,  though  an 
effential  and  leading  flep  to  the  gene- 
*  •  ‘  “  . ;  ral 
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5ral  emancipation  of  Europe.  That 
thefe  public  declarations  might  not 
mils  their  effed  upon  the  minds  of 
the  people,  they  were  accompanied 
with  plaintive  comparifons  between 
the  aiigud  perfection  of  the  new 
French  conditution,  and  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  our  own ;  and  the  palm 
of  having  fo  foon  outdripped  their 
ancient  rivals,  in  the  glorious  race 
of  freedom,  was  conceded  with  af¬ 
fected  regret  and  humiliation. 

At  the  fame  time  the  prefs  teemed 
with  the  mod  daring  libels  upon  the 
conditution  of  this  country,  and  all 
its  condituent  parts.  They  were 
didributed  gratis,  and  circulated  with 
adonilhing  indudry, .  not  only  a- 
mongft  the  lowed  clafs  of  the  com- 
m unity,  but  through  the  army  and 
the  navy.  In  thefe  writings  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  invited  to  form  themfelves 
into  clubs  and  foci'eties,  after  the 
manner  of  the  French;  and  many 
were  actually  formed  in  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  the  mod  populous  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  avowedly  affiliated  (to 
ufe  an  expreffion  of  their  own)  by 
the  democratic  clubs  in  France. 

Such  was  the  date  of  things  pre¬ 
vious  to  ^e  meeting  of  parliament, 
which  took  place  on  Thurfday  the 
2  id  day  of  January. 

In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  his 
majefty,  after  expreffing  his  concern 
at  the  continuance  of  the  war  on  the 
continent,  and  lamenting,  the  inter¬ 
nal  commotions  which  didurbed  the 
tranquillity  of  different  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  informed  the  two  houfes,  that 
he  continued  to  receive  alfuranc.es 
of  the  good  difpofition  of  all  foreign 
powers  towards  thefe  kingdoms;  and 
that  he  was  perfuaded  they  would 
entertain  with  him  a  deep  and  grate¬ 
ful  ferife  of  the  favour  of  providence 
in  continuing  to  his  fubjeCts  the  in- 
crealing  advantages  of  peace ;  and 
Yol.  XXXIL 


the.  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe 
invaluable  bleffings  which  they  had 
fo  long  derived  from  our  excellent 
conditution. 

After  the  ufual  demand  of  fupplies 
for  the  fervices  of  the.  year,,  he.  in¬ 
formed  them  of  the  meafurcs  he  had 
been  under  the  neceflity  of  taking, 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  ior 
preventing  the  exportation  and  fa¬ 
cilitating  the  importation  of  corn, 
and  that  he  had  dire&bd  a  copy  of 
the  order  ifliiedfor  that  purpofe  to 
be  laid  before  them. 

Before  the  houfe  of  lords  proceed¬ 
ed  to  take  his  majedy’s  fpeech  into 
condderation,  the  marquis  cf  Bath, 
the  marquis  of  Salilhury,  the  earl  of 
Mount  Edgecumbe,  and  the  earl  of 
Fortefcue,  who  had  been  advanced, 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  to 
their  feveral  refpeCtive  ranks  in  the 
peerage,  took  their  feats  with  the 
accudomed  folemnities. 

The  ufual  addreijes  were  moved, 
and  feconded  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
by  lord  vifcount  Falmouth  and  lord 
Cathcart;  and  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  the  vifcount  Valletort  and 
Mr.  Cawtiiorne,  and  voted  without 
oppofltion  or  debate.  The  topics 
chiefly  infided  upon  by  the  feveral 
fp.eakers,  were  the  notoriety  of  the 
faCts  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  thedrik- 
ing  contrad  which  the  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  this  nation  exhibited, 
when  compared  with  the  dtuation  of 
almod  .every  other  power  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  circumdances  which,  they 
faid,  were  to  be  attributed,  in  the 
drd  place,  to  the  luperior  excellence 
of  our  conditution,  and,  in  the  fe- 
cond,  to  the  wife  and  prudent  ad- 
minidration  of  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment. — in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  as  loon  as  the  addrefs  was 
voted,  an  act  of  indemnity  was  order- 
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cd  to  be  brought  in,  refpeding  the 
orders  of  council  alluded  to  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  eflirnates  for  the  military 
eftablifliments  were  nearly  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
were  not  voted  without  feme  objec¬ 
tions  from  the  fide  of  opposition. 
It  was  obferved  by  Sir  Grey  Coo¬ 
per,  Mr.'  Marfham,  and  Mr*.  Fox, 
that  eight  years  of  peace  had  elapf- 
ed,  and  that  the  military  eftimates 
were  not  yet  reduced  even  to  the 
peace  eftabliftiment  of  1775,  though 
the  committee  of  finance,  which  fat 
in  the  year  1786,.  had  prefumed  upon 
a  Hill  greater  reduction.  That  there 
was  nothing  in  the  adual  fituation 
of  affairs  that  called  for  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  military  force  :  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  his  Majelty  had  af- 
fured  them  of  the  pacific  difpofition 
of  all  the  foreign  powers ;  that  our 
antient  rival  and  enemy,  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  internal  diflurbanccs, 
would  probably  be  difabled  from 
giving  us  any  moleflation  for  a  long 
courfe  of  years  ;  and,  laflly,  that  the 
alliances  we  had  made,  and  thefub- 
iidiary  treaties  we  had  entered  into 
on  the  continent,  inafmuch  as  they 
multiplied  the  chances  of  our  being 
involved  in  war,  were  proportiona- 
bly  mifehievous,  if  tliey  did  not  en¬ 
able  us  to  reduce  our  expences  in 
time  of  peace. 

To  thefe  arguments  it  was  an- 

Avered  in  general  by  Mr.  Grenville 

and  Mr.  Fitt,  that  though  there  was 

no  reafon  at  prefent  to  apprehend 

that  we  fliould  be  engaged  in  hofti- 
.  .  .  .0.0 

litres  with  any  foreign  power ;  yet 
the  unfettled  date  of  Europe,  and  the 
internal  fituation  of  feveral  parts  of 
it,  made  it  neceffary  for  us  to  keep 
ourfelves  in  fuch  a  date,  as  might 
enable  us  to  ad  with  vigour  and 
efted,  if  occanon  fliould  require. 
That  it  was  a.prepoderous  occonomy 


to  tempt  an  attack  by  our  weakness, 

and  for  a  miferable  prefent  faving 

to  hazard  a  great  future  expence. 

That  our  foreign  alliances,  which 

had  been  approved  of  by  all  parties 

as  neceffary  for  the  preservation. of 

that  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 

upon  which  the  permanence  of  its 

tranquillity  depended,  could  only  be 

rendered  effedual  for  that  purpofe, 

by  our  being  able  to  fupport  them 

with  an  adequate  force  ;  and,  ladly, 

that  it  would  be  found  upon  an  exa^ 

* 

mination  of  the  detail  of  all  our  mi¬ 
litary  edablifhments,  that  they  could 
not  with  common  prudence  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  narrower  feale. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  upon 
this  fubjed,  Mr.  Fox  took  occafion 
to  remark,  that  the  condud  of  the 
French  foldiers,  during  the  late  com-* 
motions,  tended  greatly  to  remove 
one  of  the  objedions,  which  he  had 
always  entertained  againfl  Handing 
armies.  That  army,  by  refufing  to 
obey  the  didates  of  the  court,  had 
fet  a  glorious  example  to  all  the  mi^ 
litary  of  Europe,  and  had  (hewn,  that 
men,  by  becoming  foldiers,  did  not 
ceafe  to  be  citizens. 

This  remark  did  not  pafs  without 
animadverfion  at  the  time  it  was 
made.  Colonel  Phipps  begged  leave 
to  enter  his  proteH  againfl  the  com¬ 
pliment  which  had  been  paid  to  the 
profeffion,  to  which  he  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  belong,  fofaras  it  was  con- 
neded  with  any  approbation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  army. 
He  conceived,  that  the  condud  of 
the  Britiili  army  in  the  year  1780, 
might  have  furnifhed  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  with  a  much 
more  unexceptionable  ground  of 
panegyric.  He  would  there  have 
found  the  foldiery  of  this  nation  not 
joining  thofe,  who  were  riotoufly 
disturbing  the  public  peace  and 
feathering  ruin  among  individuals  j 

no$ 
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fidt  the  firft,  in  violation  of  their 
oaths  and  of  their  allegiance,  to  head 
Anarchy  and  rebellion;  but  men 
really  feeling  as  citizens  and  fol- 
diers,  patiently  fubmitting  to  the  in¬ 
tuits  of  the  populace,  and,  in  fpite  of 
provocation,  maintaining  the  laws 
and  acting  under  the  conilituted  au¬ 
thorities  of  the  rdalm. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  when 
the  military  eftimates  were  reported 
from  the  committee,  a  further  debate 
took  place;  in  which  Mr.  Fox  hav¬ 
ing  again  let  fall  fome  expreffions  of 
applaufe  of  the  French  revolution, 
Mr.  Burke  rofe,  and  after  a  few  ob- 
lervations  upon  the  general  date  of 
Europe,  as  it  affedled  the  quedion 
of  encr«afing  or  diminifhing  the  mi¬ 
litary  force  of  Great  Britain;  he 
adverted,  in  a  more  particular  mam 
ner,  to  the  fituation  of  F ranee.  That 
country,  he  remarked,  by  the  mere 
circumdance  of  its  vicinity,  ought 
to  be  the  firft  objeft  of  our  vigilance, 
not  only  with  regard  to  her  a&ual 
power,  but  alfo  to  her  influence  and 
example,  which  had  once  been,  and 
might  again  become,  more  danger¬ 
ous  to  us  than  her  word  hodility. 
He  indanced  the  earlier  part  of  the 
reign  of  kouis  the  Fourteenth,  and 
the  difficulty,  with  which  the  patriots 
of  that  day  draggled  in  this  country 
&gaind  the  influence  of  an  example, 
which,  by  its  fplendor  and  fuccefs, 
had  not  only  captivated  our  then  fo- 
vereigns  king  Charles  and  king 
James,  but  gained  fomething  upon 
all  ranks  of  people.  The  danger,  in 
the  lad  age,  he  obferved,  was  from 
an  example  of  defpotifm  in  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  intolerance  in  reli¬ 
gion.  In  the  prefent  the  difeafe 
was  altered,  but  it  was  far  more 
likely  to  be  contagious ;  it  was  on 
the  fide  of  religion,  atheifm,  and, 
with  regard  to  government*  anar¬ 
chy  ;  it  Mas  the  daDgei*  of  being  led 
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through  an  admiration  of  fuccefs ful 
fraud  and  violence,  to  an  imitation 
of  the  ex cefles  of  an  irrational,  un¬ 
principled,  profcribing,  confifcating, 
plundering,  ferocious,  bloody,  and 
tyrannical  democracy. 

He  then  proceeded  to  ObfervO* 
that  the  very  word  part  of  the  ex¬ 
ample  fet  us  in  France  was,  in  his 
opinion,  the  late  afiumption  of  citi  * 
zendiip  by  the  army.  As  this  opi¬ 
nion  was  indirect  oppofition  to  the 
fentiments  of  Mi*.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke 
exprefled  the  great  regret  he  felt  in 
differing  from  his  right  honourable 
friend;  and  after  pronouncing  a  fine 
panegyric  upon  his  fuperior  abili¬ 
ties,  and  bearing  -tedimony  to  the 
natural  moderation,  diiintereded- 
nefs,  and  benevolence  of  his  difpofi- 
tion,  he  begged  the  hoiife  to  judge 
from  his  coming  forward  to  mark 
an  expreffion  or  two  of  his  bed 
friend,  how  anxious  he  was  to  keep 
the  didemper  of  France  from  the 
lead  countenance  in  England,  where* 
he  was  fure,fome  wicked  perfons  had 
fhewn  a  drong  difpofition  to  recom¬ 
mend  an  imitation  of  the  French  fpi- 
rit  of  reform  ;  fo  ftrongly,  he  faid* 
Was  he  oppofed  to  any  the  lead  ten¬ 
dency  towards  the  means  of  intro¬ 
ducing  a  democracy  like  theirs,  ns 
well  as  to  the  end  itfelf,  that  he 
would  abandon  his  bed  friends,  and 
join  with  his  word  enemies,  to  op-* 
pofe  either  the  means  Or  the  end. 

Mr.  Burke  then  took  a  concifd 
view  of  what  had  been  lately  done: 
in  France.  That  nation,  he  obferv¬ 
ed,  had  gloried  (and  fome  people  in 
England  had  thought  fit  to  take 
fhare  in  that  glory)  in  making  it  re¬ 
volution  ;  as  if  resolutions  were 
good  things  in  themfelves.  All  the 
horrors  and  all  the  crimes  of  the 
anarchy,  which  led  to  their  revolu¬ 
tion,  which  attend  its  progrefs,  and 
which  may  virtually  attend  it  in  its 

[.£]  2  eftablifhmeftt* 
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edabUfhment,  pafs  for  -nothing  with 
the  lovers  of  revolutions.  The 
French  have  made  their  way,  thro’ 
the  dedruftion  of  their  country,  to  a 
bad  conditution,  when  they  were  aN 
folutely  in  pod'effion  of  a  good  one. 
They  were  in  podeffion  of  it  the  day 
the  States  met  in  feparate  orders. 
Their  bufmefs,  had  they  been  either 
virtuous,  or  wife,  or  had  been  left  to 
their  own  judgment,  was  to  fecure 
the  liability  and  independence  of 
the,  States,  according  to  thofe  orders, 
uriaer  the  monarch  on  the  throne. 
It  was  then  their  duty  to  redrefs 
grievances. 

Inliead  of  redrefling  grievances, 
and  improving  the  fabric  of  their 
Hate,  to  which  they  were  called  by 
their  monarch,  and  fent  by  their 
country,  they  were  made  to  take  a 
very  different  cqurfe.  They  fird 
dedroved  all  the  balances  and  coun¬ 
terpoises,  which  ferve'\o  fix  the  Hate 
and  to  give  it  a  Heady  direction, 
and  which  furnifh  fure  correctives 
to  any  violent  fpirit  which  may  pre¬ 
vail  in  any  of  the  orders.  Thefe 
balances  exiHed  in  their  oldefi  con- 
ffitution,  and  in  the  conititution  of 
this  country,  and  in  the  conititution 
of  all  the  countries  in  Europe.  Thefe 
they  rafhly  deftroyed,  and  then  they 
melted  down  the  whole  into  one  in¬ 
congruous,  ill-connected  mafs. 

When  they  had  done  this,  they 
indantly,  with  the  moff  atrocious 
perfidy  and  breach  of  all  faith  among 
men,  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  all 
property,  and  confequently  of  all 
national  profperity,  by  the  princi¬ 
ples  they  efiablilhed,  and  the  exam¬ 
ple  they  fet,  in  confifcating  all  the 
poffeflions  of  the  church.  They 
made  and  recorded  a  fort  of  infti- 
*ute  and  digefi  of  anarchy,  called  the 
rights  of  man,  in  fuch  a  pedantic 
abufe  of  elementary  principles  as 
would  have  difgraced  boys  at  School  j 


but  this  declaration  of  rights  was 
worfe  than  trifling  and  pedantic  in 
them ;  as  by  their  name  and  autho¬ 
rity,  they  fyfiematically  deflroyed 
every  hold  of  authority  by  opinion, 
religious  or  civil,  on  the  minds  of 
the  people.  By  this  mad  declara¬ 
tion,  they  fubverted  the  Hate,  and 
brought  on  fuch  calamities  as  no 
country,  without  a  long  war,  has 
ever  been  known  to  buffer,  and 
which  may  in  the  end  produce  fuch 
a  war,  and,  perhaps,  many  fuch. 
Should  they  even  perfe&ly  fuccded 
in  what  they  propofe,  as  they  were 
likely  enough  to  do,  and  eflablifh  a 
democracy,  or  a  mob  of  democra¬ 
cies,  in  a  country  circumdanced  like 
France,  they  would  edabliih  a  very 
bad  government — a  very  bad  fpecies 
of  tyranny. 

But  the  word  effect  of  all  their 
proceedings,  he  faid,  was  on  their 
military.  If  the  quedion  was,  whe¬ 
ther  foldiers  were  to  forget  they 
were  citizens,  as  an  abdraft  propo- 
fition,  he  could  have  no  difference 
about  it ;  though,  as  it  is  ufual, 
when  abdract  principles  are  to  be 
applied,  much  was  to  be  thought  on 
the  manner  of  uniting  the  chara&er 
of  citizen  and  foldier.  But  as  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  events  which  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  France,  where  the  abdradfc 
principle  was  clothed  with  its  cir- 
cumdances,  he  thought  that  his 
friend  would  agree  with  him,  that 
what  was  done  there  fqrnidied  no 
matter  of  exultation,  either  in  the 
a£t  or  the  example.  Jt  was  not  an 
army  embodied  under  the  refpe&a- 
ble  patriot  citizens  of  the  date  in 
redding  tyranny.  Nothing  like  it. 
It  was  the  cafe  of  common  foldiers 
deferting  from  their  officers,  to  join 
a  furious,  licentious  populace. 

He  expreffed  his  concern  that  this 
drange  thing,  called  a  Revolution 
in  France,  fhould  be  compared  with 

the 
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the  glorious  event,  commonly  called 
the  Revolution  in  England  ;  and  the 
conduct  of  the  foldiery,  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  compared  with  the  behaviour 
of  fome  of  the  troops  of  France  in 
the  prefent  indance.  At  that  pe¬ 
riod,  the  prince  of  Orange,  a  prince 
of  the  blood  royal  in  England,  was 
called  in  by  the  flower  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  ariftocracy  to  defend  its  ancient 
conftitution,  and  not  to  level  all  dif- 
tin&ions.  To  this  prince,  fo  in¬ 
vited,  the  ariftocratic  leaders  who 
commanded  the  troops,  went  over 
with  their  feveral  corps,  in  bodies, 
to  the  deliverer  of  their  country. 
Military  obedience  changed  its  ob¬ 
ject  ;  but  military  difcipline  was  not 
for  a  moment  interrupted  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple. 

But  as  the  eondutt  of  the  Englifti 
armies  was  different,  fo  was  that  of 
the  whole  Englifh  nation  at  that 
time.  In  truth,  the  circumftances 
of  our  revolution  (as  it  is  called) 
and  that  of  France,  are  juft  the  re- 
Verfe  of  each  other  in  almoft  every 
particular,  and  in  the  whole  fpirit  of 
the  tranfadlion.  What  we  did  was 
in  truth  and  fubftance,  and  in  a  con- 
ftitutional  dight,  a  revolution,  not 
made,  but  prevented.  We  took  fo- 
lid  fecuritiesj  we  fettled  doubtful 
queftions ;  we  corrected  anomalies 
in  our  law.  In  the  liable,  funda¬ 
mental  parts  of  our  conftitution  we 
made  no  revolution ;  no,  nor  any 
alteration  at  all.  We  did  not  im¬ 
pair  the  monarchy:  perhaps  it  might 
be  fhewn,  that  we  ftrengthened  it 
very  confiderably.  The  church  was 
not  impaired.  The  nation  kept  the 
fame  ranks,  the  fame  privileges,  the 
fame  franchifes,  the  fame  rules  for 
property.  The  church  and  the  ftate 
Were  the  fame  after  the  revolution 
that  they  were  before,  but  better  fe¬ 
atured  in  every  part. 

Accordingly  the  ftate  fiouriftied. 


Inftead  of  lying  as  dead,  in  a  fort  of 
trance,  or  expofed,  as  fome.  others, 
in  an  epileptic  fit,  to  the  pity  or  de- 
rifion  of  the  world,  for  her  wild,  ri¬ 
diculous,  convulfive  movements,  im¬ 
potent  to  every  purpofe  but  that  of 
dafhihg  out  her  brains  againft  the 
pavement.  Great  Britain  rofe  above 
the  ftandard,  even  of  her  former  felf. 
An  sra  of  a  more  improved  domef- 
tic  profperity  tiien  commenced,  and 
Hill  continues,  not  only  unimpaired, 
but  growing,  under  the  wafting  hand 
of  time. 

This  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke  was 
received  with  great  and  general  ap.~ 
plaufe.  As  foon  as  he  fat  down,  Mr. 
Fox  rofe  and  faid,  that  his  no-ht  ho- 

o 

nourable  friend  haft  mixed  his  re¬ 
marks  upon  what  he  had  laid  with 
fo  much  perfonal  kindnefs  towards 
him,  that  he  felt  himielf  under  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  making  any  return,  left 
the  houle  fhould  doubt  his  fincerity, 
and  confider  what  he  might  fay  as 
a  mere  difcharge  of  a  debt  of  com¬ 
pliments.  Fie  muft,  however,  de.- 
clare,  that  fuch  was  his  fenfe  of  the 
judgment  of  his  right  honourable 
friend,  and  fuch  the  ellimation  in 
which  he  held  his  friendfhip,  that  if 
he  were  to  put  all  the  political  in¬ 
formation  which  he  had  learnt  from 
books,  all  which  he  had  gained  from 
fcience,  and  all  which  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  world  and  its  affairs 
had  taught  him,  into  one-fcale,  and 
the  improvement,  which  he  had  de¬ 
rived  from  his  right  honourable 
friend’s  inftrudtion  and  converfation, 
were  placed  in  the  other,  he  fhould 
be  at  a  lofs  to  decide,  to  which  to 
give  the  preference. 

With  refpedt  to  the  approbation 
be  had  expreffed  of  the  late  conduce:: 
of  the  French  military,  and  his  ex- 
•ultation  upon  the  revolution,  which 
had  taken  place  in  that  country, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fhould  ftill  main- 
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fainthat  he  was  not  wrong  in  fo  do¬ 
ing.  But  he  hoped  that  no  perfon 
would  thence  infer,  either  that  he 
was  a  friend  to  democracy,  or  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  exceffes  which  had. 
been  committed  in  France.  With 
refpeft  to  the  former  point,  Jie  der- 
clared  hirnfelf  equally  the  enemy  of 
all  abfoiute  forms  of  government, 
whether  an  abfoiute  monarchy,  an 
abfoiute  ariftocracy,  or  an  abfoiute 
democracy,  and  approved  only  of  a 
mixed  government,  like  our  own. 
3 ut  though  he  Ihould  never  lend 
hirnfelf  to  fupport  any  cabal  or 
fcheme,  formed  in  order  to  intro¬ 
duce  dangerous  innovations  into  our 
excellent  conftitution ;  he  would 
not,  however,  run  the  length  of  de¬ 
claring,  that  he  was  an  enemy  to 
every  fpecies  of  innovation,  becaufe 
that  conftitution,  which  we  all  re¬ 
vered,  owed  its  perfection  to  inno¬ 
vation.  lie  differed  greatly  from 
Mr.  Burke  in  his  opinion  of  the  re¬ 
volution  of  1688,  in  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  many  innovations  had 
taken  place,  and  he  thought  that  cafe 
was  certainly  more  parallel  to  the 
revolution  in  France  than  his  right 
honourable  friend  feemed  willing  to 
allow.  With  regard  to  the  feengs  of 
bloodfhed  and  cruelty  which  had 
been  aCted  in  F ranee,  no  man  could 
have  heard  of  them  without  lament¬ 
ing  them;  but  ftill  when  the  fevere 
tyranny,  under  which  that  people 
had  fo  long  groaned,  was  confidered, 
the  exceffes  which  they  committed, 
in  their  endeavour  to  fhake  oft*  the 
yoke  cf  defpotifm,  might,he  thought, 
be  fpoken  of  with  fome  degree  of 
companion ;  and  he  was  perfuaded 
that,  unfettled  as  their  prefent  11% te 
appeared,  it  was  preferable  to  their 
former  condition,  and  that  ultimate¬ 
ly  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of 
that  country. 


After  a  fliort  explanation  from 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and 
{aid,  that  the  very  reafons  which 
Mr.  Burke  had  given  for  expreffing 
the  fentiments,  which  he  had  that  day 
uttered,  namely,  an  apprehenfion  of 
being  fuppofed  to  acquiefce  in  the 
opinions  of  thofe,  for  whom  he  en¬ 
tertained  the  higheff  regard  and 
with  whom  he  had  uniformly  aCted, 
operated  alfo  on  his  mind,  and  made 
him  feel  it  a  duty  to  declare,  that  he 
differed  decidedly  from  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  in  almoft 
every  word  that  he  had  uttered  re- 
fpeCling  the  Freirrh  revolution. 
Mr.  Sheridan  added  fome  warm 
compliments  to  Mr.  Burke’s  general 
principles ;  but  faid,  that  he  could 
not  conceive  how  it  was  poffible  for 
a  perfon  of  fuch  principles,  or  for 
any  man  who  valued  our  own  con¬ 
ftitution,  and  revered  the  revolution 
that  obtained  it  for  us,  to  unite  with 
fuch  feelings  an  indignant  and  un¬ 
qualified  abhorrence  of  all  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  patriotic  party  in 
France. 

Fie  conceived,  he  faid,  theirs  tp 
be  as  juft  a  revolution  as  ours,  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  as  found  a  principle 
and  a  greater  provocation,  and  ve¬ 
hemently  defended  the  general  views 
and  conduft  of  the  national  affem- 
bly.  He  joined  with  Mr.  Burke  in 
abhorring  the  cruelties  that  had  been 
committed ;  but  what,  he  faid,  was 
the  awful  leffofi  that  was  to  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  the  outrages  of  the  po¬ 
pulace  ?  What,  but  an  abhorrence 
cf  that  accurfed  fyftem  of  defpotic 
government,  which  fets  an  example 
of  depravity  to  the  ftaves  it  rules 
over  :  and  if  a  day  of  power  comes 
to  the  wretched  populace,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  however  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  they  adl  without  any 
of  thofe  feelings  of  juftice  or  hu¬ 
manity. 
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inanity,  which  the  principles  and 
praflice  of  tne  governors  had  drip¬ 
ped  them  of? 

Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  feveral 
other  topics  refuelling  the  French 
revolution,  and  charged  Mr.  Burke 
with  being  an  advocate  for  defpo- 
tifm,  and  with  having  fpoken  of  the 
national  aflembly  with  an  unwar¬ 
rantable  freedom  of  fpeech. 

After  paying  fome  high  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
monfieur  Baily,  and  others  of  the 
French  patriots,  Mr.  Sheridan  con¬ 
cluded,  with  expreffing  a  farther 
difference  with  Mr.  Burke  with  re- 
fpeft  to  our  own  revolution  of  1688, 
He  had  ever  been  accuilomed  to 
confider  it  as  the  glorious  tera  that 
gave  real  and  efficient  freedom  to 
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this  country,  and  eftabliffied,  on  a 
permanent  balis,  thofe  facred  prin¬ 
ciples  of  government,  and  reve¬ 
rence  for  the  rights  of  men,  which 
he,  for  one,  could  not  value  here, 
without  wifhing  to  fee  them  diffufed 
throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Burke  made  a  ffiort  reply  to 
Mr.  Sheridan,  after  which  Mr.  Pitt 
and  feveral  other  members  exp  re  Bed 
their  concurrence  with  Mr.  Burke 
in  the  fentiments  he  had  delivered, 
and  their  fenfe  of  the  obligation  he 
had  conferred  upon  his  country  by 
the  part  he  had  that  day  taken. 

The  efrimates  delivered  in  for  the' 
fervice  of  the  army  and  ordnance, 
were  then  voted  by  the  houfe  with¬ 
out  alteration. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


The  diffenters  encouraged ,  hy  the  j mall  majority  hy  r which  the  motion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  tefi  and  corporation  ad  njjas  rejeded  the  lafl  fejfon ,  to  renew 
their  application .  Steps  taken  by  the?n  to  fupport  it.  Alar?n  of  the  friends 

of  the  efablijhed  church.  Mr.  Fox’s fpeech  upon  mowing  for  the  repeal.  FI  is 
general  principles  of  toleration.  His  opinion  of  the  impolicy  and  injuflice  of 
the  tefi  laws.  Argues  from  the  merits  of  the  dif enters.  XJrges  the  example 

of  France.  Cenfures  the  condud  of  the  bijhop  of  St.  David's.  Concludes 
with  declaring  his  determination  to  fupport  the  quefiion  he  had  brought  for¬ 
ward  upon  every  future  occafion.  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  objeds 
to  its  extent ,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  was  fupported.  Is  of  opinion  it 
might  ajfed  the  fecurity  of  the  church.  He  confiders  the  tefi  ads  as  proper 
refiraints  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  Animadverts  on  the  attempts  of 

the  diffenters  to  influence  member:  of  parliament.-'  Thinks  it  would  be  dan¬ 
gerous  to  trufi  them  with  power.  And  that  tefis,  the  fever ity  of  which  could 
be  occafionally  mitigated ,  were  neceffary  to  enable  government  to  ward  off 
danger  in  cafes  of  neceffity.  Mr.  Burke  concurs  with  Air.  Fox  in  his  prin¬ 
ciples  of  toleration  ;  but  thinks  the  diffenters ,  at  the  prefent  moment,  not  in- 
titled  to  indulgence.  Charges  them  with  fadious  and  dangerous  pradices , 
and  read's  various  papers  in  fupport  of  his  charge.  Suggefis  the  propriety  of 
a  new  tefi,  and  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  their  recent  condud.  Mr. 
Fox’s  motion  rejeded  by  a  majority  of  294  to  1 05.  Motion  by  Mr.  Flood 
for  a  reform  in  parliament.  States  the  inadequacy  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
reprefentation.  PropoJ'es  one  hundred  additional  me?nbcrs  to  be  doofen  by  re- 
Jidenf  houfekeepers.  His  arguments  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  a  reform.  An- 
fwers  obiedDhs .  The  motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wyndham.  He  afferts  that 

[£]  *  '  the 


72]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790, 

the  houfe  of  commons ,  as  at  prefent  confituted ,  is  adequate  for  all  benefcial. 
purpojes.  Anfwers  the  objections  relative  to  the  American  vsar.  Deprecated 
innovations  founded,  upon  theories.  ObjeCts  to  the  time  as  dangerous.  Mr » 
Pitt  objects  to  the  motion  as  ill-timed.  Sir  James  Johnfi  one's  objections. 
Mr.  Fox'  fipports’  the  motion ,  and  anfvsers  the  objection  of  its  being  ill- 
timed.  Mr.  Burke  in  reply.  Other  J'peakers  on  both  fides  the  quejtionl 


■  ‘The  motion  agreed  to  be  vsithdravsn. 

very  fiflall  majority  by 
which  Mr,  Beaufoy’s  motion 
for  the  relief  of  proteftant  diffenters 
had  been  rejected  lad  year  j uni¬ 
fied  the  perseverance  of  that  body 
in  renewing  their  application  to  par¬ 
liament,  and  could  not  fail  of  giving 
them  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
Another  application  was  immediate¬ 
ly  determined  upon,  to  be  made  in 
the  prefent  feffions,  and  the  interval 
was  employed,  with  indefatigable  in- 
dudry,  in  making  every  poffible  ex¬ 
ertion  to  fortify  their  caufe,  both  by 
general  appeals  to  the  people,  and 
by  an  adlive  canvas  of  individual 
members  of  parliament.  The  cir- 
cumdance  of  an  approaching  gene¬ 
ral  -eledtion  was  alfo  thought  fa¬ 
vourable  to  their  attempt,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  great  weight  and 
influence  in  many  counties  and  cor¬ 
porations,  and  their  avowed  deter¬ 
mination  to  exert  them,  on  the  en- 
fuing  occafion,  in  the  fupport  of  fuch 
candidates  only,  as  were  known,  or 
lhould  promife,  to  be  their  fup- 
porters.  At  the  fame  time  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  they  vyifhed  to  confoli- 
date  with  their  own,  the  intereft  of 
the  Roman  catholic  diffenters,  and 
probably  expedled,  that  they  fhould 
derive  fome  acceffion  of  flrength 
from  that  quarter,  by  extending-  their 
application  fo  as  to  include  in  it  the 
members  of  that  perfuafion.  Their 
caufe,  thus  promifing  and  thus  fup- 
ported,  it  was  refolved  to  entruft,  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  to  the  zeal 

$nd  talents  of  Mr.  Fox. 

✓ 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of 
the  edabliihed  church,  alarmed  by 
the  activity  and  confidence  of  their 
opponents,  exhibited  fome  fymptoms 
of  vigour  in  preparing  for  its  de¬ 
fence.  Appeals  were  anfwered'by 
appeals,  and  in  one  indance,  at  lead, 
an  eminent  prelate  of  the  church 
was  found  to  have  u fed  his  influence 
among!!  his  clergy  in  oppofition  to  a1 
parliamentary  candidate, exprefsly  on 
account  of  his  having  voted' for  the 
repeal  ofthe  corporation  and  tell  adts. 
But  what  contributed  mod  efpecially 
to  prejudice  the  public  mind  againft 
the  claims  of  the  diffenters,  was  the 
violence  with  which  feme  of  their 
leaders  engaged  in  the-politics  ofthe 
times,  their  known  correfpondence 
with  France,  and  their  open  avowal, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  offenfive  ad! 
was  not  foup-ht  for  as  their  main  ob- 

O 

jed!,  but  as  a  dep  towards  a  total 
demolition  of  all  church  edablifh- 
ments.  Even  fome  of  the  mod  mo¬ 
derate  and  mod  refpedtable  of  their 
own  party,  alarmed  or  difguded  at 
the  fpirit  of  their  proceedings,  re¬ 
filled  to  concur  in  the  propoied  ap¬ 
plication. 

On  Tuefday  the  fecond  of  March, 
Mr.  Fox,  agreeably  to  the  notice  he 
had  given,  brought  the  fubjec!  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons,  which 
was  one  of  the  fulled  that  had  been 
for  fome  time  afiembled.  He  be¬ 
gan  his  fpeech  with  obferving,  that 
he  had  not  obtruded  himfelf  upon' 
the  occafion,  but  that  he  came  for¬ 
ward  at  the  exprefs  wifh  and  folici- 
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tation  of  the  perfons  moil  intereded 
jn  the  fuccefs  of  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  make :  that  it  was  a  fubjed 
of  fome  triumph  and  exultation  to 
him,  to  fee  thofe  men,  who  on 
former  occafions  had  aded  with  the 
moil  violent  hodility  towards  him, 
defirous,notvvithdanding,  ofentrud- 
ing  their  deared  intereds  to  him* 
The  argument  which\  Mr.  Fox 
chiefly  laboured  to  edablilh  was  of 
this  kind :  that  religious  tefts  were 
judiflable  only  upon  a  fuppofition, 
that  men  who  entertained  Certain 
fpeculative  opinions,  would  be  led 
by  thofe  opinions  to  commit  adions 
that  were  in  themfelves  immoral  and 
hurtful  to  fociety.  Now  it  was  un¬ 
warrantable,  he  contended,  to  infer 
a  priori ,  and  contrary  to  the  protef- 
fions  and  declarations  of  the  perfons 
holding  fuch  opinions,  that  their 
opinions  would  produce  ads  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  commonweal.  To  pre¬ 
fume  to  judge  of  other  men’s  opi¬ 
nions,  and  to  know  the  confequences 
of  them  better  than  themfelves,  was 
the  condant  practice,  and  was  of  the 
very  eiTence,  of  ^erfecution.  How 
little  fpeculative  opinions  were,  in 
fad,  to  be  confldered  as  difqualifi- 
cations  for  being  admitted  into  civil 
employments,  was  evident  from  va¬ 
rious  indances.-  Thofe  who  were 
the  mod  drongly  attached  to  tile 
prefent  conditution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  would  not  contend,  that 
the  duke  of  Richmond  ought  to  be 
difqualified  from  being  mader-gene- 
ral  of  the  ordnance,  or  Mr.  Pitt  from 
being  fird  lord  of  the  treafury,  becaufe 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  mode  of  reprelentation  was  de- 
fedive  and  called  for  amendment. 
For  the  fame  reafon,  he  did  not  fee 
why  the.  church  fnould  be  fuppofed 
to  be  in  danger,  though  Dr.  Priedley 
himfelf  were  at  the  head  of  it.  The 
objed  of  the  ted  laws,  at  fil'd*  had 


been  to  exclude  anti-monarchical 
men  from  civil  offices ;  but  he  would 
ever  reprobate  fuch  a  procedure  ;  it 
was  ading  under  falfe  pretences ; 
its  tendency  led  to  hypocrifv,  and 
ferved  as  a  redraint  upon  the  good 
and  confcientious  only.  Indead  of 
a  formal  and  dired  oath  of  allegi¬ 
ance,  there  was  an  indired,  politi¬ 
cal  ted  reforted  to,  by  means  of  a 
religious  ted;  although  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  all  dired  political  teds  had 
been  judly  exploded  by  the  pradice 
of  the  country.  Why  not  have  pro- 
poled  a  monarchical  ted  at  once  ? 
It  would  have  anfwered  the  end  by 
far  more  ededually  than  the  prefent 
ted  ;  for  the  ted  now  given  went 
only  to  guefs  at  a  man’s  opinion: 
it  might  admit  thofe  whole  political 
fentiments  might  be  inimical  to  the 
conditution,  while  it  operated  di- 
redly  againlt  others  who  were  a- 
mongd  its  daunched  frien is.  With 
refped  to  the  church,  he  ridiculed 
the  opinion,  that  it  might  be  endan¬ 
gered  by  the  repeal  of  the  ads,  as 
or  all  others  the  mod  unfounded  and 
abiurd.  The  only  danger  that  the 
church  had  to  apprehend,  was  from 
the  fupme  indolence  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  fuperior  adivity  and  zeal  of 
the  diflenters  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  facred  fundions. 

Mr.  Fox  then  argued  from  the 
merits  of  the  diflenters,*  flrfl  .hiflori- 
cally ;  and  then  contended  generally, 
that  the  political  principles  they  were 
fuppofed  to  entertain  were  lefs  ini¬ 
mical  to  the  Britilli  conditution, 
than  thofe  of  the  high  churchmen. 

With  relped  to  French  -  politics, 
he  did  not  fee  vvhat  the  prefent  quef- 
tion  had  to  do1  with  them.  Tie  re¬ 
probated  the  injudice  of  imputing 
to  any  body  of  men  the  exception¬ 
able  condud  of  a  few  individuals 
amongd  them,  and  contended,  that 
his  motion  oiaght  to  be  decided  upon 

general 


74]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790. 


general  principles.  Yet  he  faw  no 
reafon  but  the  example  of  France 
ought  to  have  its  influence ;  the 
church  there  was  now  buffering  for 
its  former  intolerance.  However  he 
might  rejoice  in  the  emancipation 
of  near  thirty  millions  of  his  fel¬ 
low-creatures,  and  in  the  fpirit  which 
gave  rife  to  the  revolution  ;  yet  he 
was  free  to  own  there  were  fome 
a£ts  of  the  new  government  which 
he  could  not  applaud.  The  fum- 
mary  and  indiscriminate  forfeiture 
of  the  property  of  the  church  came 
under  this  defcription.  But  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  this  proceeding  might,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  attributed  to  form¬ 
er  ecclefiaflical  oppreffions ;  and,  in 
particular,  to  the  impolitic  revoca¬ 
tion  of  the  edift  of  Nantes.  Before 
that  period,  there  exilled  no  tell  in 
France;  protedants  and  catholics 
were  indifcriminately  admitted  into 
civil  and  military  offices :  but  by 
that  raffi  meafure,  liberality  and  to¬ 
leration  were  thrown  away;  the 
arts  and  manufactures  were  driven 
into  other  countries,  to  flourifh  in  a 
more  genial  foil,  and  under  a  milder 
form  of  government.  This  fhould 
ferve  as  a  caution  to  the  church  of 
England ; '  persecution  may  prevail 
for  a  time,  but  it  generally  termi¬ 
nates  in  the  punifhment  of  its  abet¬ 
tors. 

After  animadverting  upon  the 
conduft  of  the  bifhop  of  St.  David’s, 
who  had,  about  that  time,  fent  a  cir¬ 
cular  letter  to  the  clergy  of  his  dio- 
cefe,diffuading  them,  in  the  dronged 
terms,  from  giving  their  votes  for  a 
certain  member  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  on  account  of  his  having  fup- 
ported  the  petition  of  the  diffenters, 
and  thereby  attempted  to  overthrow 
©ur  eccleliallical  conditution ;  Mr. 
Fox  concluded  an  able,  temperate, 
and  judicious  fpeech,  by  declaring, 
that  he  was  Efficiently  aware  of  the 


unpopularity  of  the  caufe  he  had  un¬ 
dertaken  ;  that  he  knew  that  fome 
of  the  perfons,  whom  he  molt  va¬ 
lued  and  refpeCted,  differed  with  him 
in  opinion  upon  the  fubjeCt ;  that  he 
had  no  paiticular  connexion  with 
the  parties,  who  confidered  them- 
felves  as  aggrieved,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  they  had  been  amongft 
his  molt  violent  political  enemies; 
but  regarding  their  caufe  as  the 
caufe  of  truth  and  liberty,  he  fhould 
give  it  his  warmed  fupport  both 
upon  the  prefent  and  on  every  fu¬ 
ture  occafion. 

The  aCt  of  the  13  th  of  Charles  II. 
“  for  the  well  governing  and  regu- 
ee  lating  corporations,  &c.”  and  the 
a£t  of  the  25  th  of  Charles  II.  u  for 
“  preventing  dangers  which  may 
“  arife  from  popilh  recufants,  &c.” 
having  been  previoudy  read  at  the 
table,  Mr.  Fox  moved, — “  That  this 
houfe  will  immediately  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
to  condder  of  fo  much  of  the  faid 
aCls  as  requires  perfons,  before  they 
are  admitted  to  any  office,  civil  or 
military,  or  any  place  of  trud  under 
the  crown,  to  receive  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord’s  fupper  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,” 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir 
Henry  Hoghton,  and  oppofed  in  a 
long  and  able  fpeech  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  began  by  expreffing  his  obliga¬ 
tions  to  Mr.  Fox  for  his  clear  and 
candid  datementof  the  precife  obje£t 
of  the  diffenters  in  their  prefent  ap¬ 
plication,  and  of  the  full  extent  to 
which  his  motion  was  intended  to 
be  carried.  Whatever  doubts  he 
might  before  have  entertained  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  expediency  of  admitting 
any  alteration  in  the  adls,  which  had 
been  read,  he  certainly  could  not 
hedtate  a  moment  in  oppodng  their 
direct  and  total  abolition. 

If 
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If  the  principle  that  had  been  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Fox  was  admitted,  that 
notions  were  the  only  tell  that  ought 
to  be  reforted  to  in  cafes  like  the 
prei’ent,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
what  had  always  been  efteemed  One 
of  the  tells  of  political  wifdom,  the 
policy  of  prevention.  He  confidered 
the  church  of  England,  as  by  law 
eftablilhed,  -to  be  fo  eftential  a  part 
of  the  conftitution,  that  whatever 
endangered  it,  would  necefiarily 
affedt  the  fecurity  of  the  whole  ; 
and  therefore  that  it  ought  to  be 
guarded  with  the  moil  watchful  jea- 
loufy.  It  was  for  this  reafon,  he 
conceived,  that  the  legiflature  had 
thought  fit  even  to  abridge  one  of 
the  undoubted  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  by  preventing  the  fovereign 
from  employing  perfons  in  offices  of 
trui!,  who  could  not  give  a  certain 
pledge  of  their  attachment  to  the 
eftablilhed  government  in  church 
and  flate.  And  he  reminded  the 
houfe,  that  our  conflitution  owed  its 
prefent  exiften^e  to  the  fandlion  of 
thofe  laws ;  that  had  they  not  ex¬ 
ited,  the  family  of  Stuart  might 
have  been  at  that  time  in  poffeffion 
of  the  throne,  and  that  houfe  de¬ 
prived  of  the  privilege  even  of  de¬ 
liberating  upon  the  queftion  then 
before  them. 

The  conflitution,  he  faid,  by 
inverting  the  executive  power  with 
the  foie  appointment  to  offices  of 
truft,  and  making  it  ultimately  re- 
fponfible  for  their  execution,  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  have  joined  to  it  the 
power  of  judging  of  the  fitnefs  or 
unfitnefs  of  individuals  to  occupy 
thofe  ftations.  In  the  exercife  of 
this  difcretionary  authority,  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power  might  poffibly  be  in¬ 
duced,  by  peculiar  circumftances,  to 
exclude  fome  certain  deferiptions  of 
people ;  and  furely  what  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government  might  adopt  as 


a  meafure  of  neceffary  policy,  the 
fupreme  legiflative  power  might 
enadt  upon  the  fame  grounds  of  ex¬ 
pediency.  The  claim  as  of  right  to 
civil  offices,  appeared  to  him  per¬ 
fectly  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  unlefs 
it  were  agreed,  that  the  office*  in. 
queftion  were  created  for  the  ad-, 
vantage  of  thofe  who  occupied  them, 
and  not  as  trulls  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  dillributed  upon  the  principle  of 
public  lottery,  in  which  every  man 
ought  to  have  an  equal  chance  for 
a  prize. 

Having  argued  the  queftion  of 
right,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  confi- 
fider  that  of  expediency.  And  here 
he  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  adts  in  queftion  were  ne- 
cefiary  to  the  fecurity  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  church.  He  could  not,  he 
laid,  avoid  remarking  a  little  on 
the  conduct  of  the  diftenters,  who, 
at  the  moment  they  were  reprobat¬ 
ing  a  tell,  had  pretty  publicly  indi¬ 
cated  an  intention  of  forming  affio- 
ciations  throughout  the  whole  coun¬ 
try,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  the 
members  of  that  houfe  to  a  tell,  and 
of  refolving  to  judge  of  their  fit¬ 
nefs  to  fill  their  feats  by  their  votes 
on  this  fingle  queftion.  They  had 
explained  themfelves  fince  indeed, 
and  declared,  that  they  never  meant 
to  put  a  tell  to  any  one ;  in  the  ex¬ 
planation,  however,  it  appeared  that 
they  had  retained  the  fubftance, 
though  they  had  done  away  the 
word :  for  in  the  refolutions  of 
their  meeting,  figned  by  Mr.  Jeffe-, 
ries,  it  was  declared,  that  they  meant 
to  give  their  fupport  to  fuch  mem¬ 
bers  as  proved  themfelves  to  bs 
friends  to  religious  and  civil  liberty, 
the  true  meaning  of  which  general 
terms  muft  ftrike  every  man.  It 
was  evident,  that  the  diftenters 
would  not  confider  any  one  a  friend 

t* 
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to  religious  ancl  civil  liberty,  who 
did  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
tell;  and  corporation  ads.  Jn  his 
opinion,  therefore,  they  came  with 
an  ill  grace  to  folicit-the  repeal  of  a 
tell,  when  at  the  fame  moment  they 
threatened  the  houfe  with  one. 

He  need  not,  he  fa  id,  trouble  the 
houfe  to  prove,  that  the  diffenters 
would  exercife  power,  if  put  in  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  fince  the  poffeffion  of 
power  always  produced  the  inclina¬ 
tion  to  exercife  it ;  and,  without 
meaning  to  throw  any  ftigma  on  the 
diffenters,  he  could  not  hefitate  a 
moment  in  fuppofing  it  probable, 
that  they  might  feel  inclined  to  ex¬ 
ercife  their  power  to  the  fubverfion 
of  the  eftablifhed  church  ;  it  would 
be  fo  far  from  reprehenfible  in  them, 
that,  poffeffing  the  principles  they 
profefs,  and  acting  confcientioufly 
upon  thofe  principles,  it  would  be¬ 
come  their  duty,  as  honeft  men,  to 
make  the  endeavour ;  for  thofe  who 
confidered  the  eftablifhed  church  to 
be  iinful  and  bordering  on  idolatry, 
would  not  ad  confcientioufly  nor 
confidently,  unlefs  they  exercifed 
all  the  legal  means  in  their  power  to 
do,  away  that  idolatry. 

The  teft  laws  had  been  declared 
inefficacious  and  nuga’ory,  as  the 
legiflature  had  been  obliged  every 
feffion  to  pafs  an  ad  of  indemnity. 
If' the  fad  fas  fo,  the  complaint  of 
oppreffion  mull  ceafe ;  for,  from 
the  right* honourable  gentleman’s 
own  argument  it  was  obvious,  that 
the  laws  were  not  inforced.  Al¬ 
though  the  temperate  forbearance 
of  government  from  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  was  truly  laudable, 
when  the  danger  was  neither  immi¬ 
nent  nor  alarming  to  the  church, 
whole  permanent  fafety  was  their 
objed;  yet,  to  repeal  the  laws  in 
cyueftion,  becaufe  their  execution 
Was  not  always  neceffary,  would  be 


impolitic  in  the  extreme  \  \  as  the 
legiflature,  if  it  once  fuffered  the 
reriiedy  againft  fuch  danger  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  government,  might  not  be  able 
to  place  it  there  again  when  the 
exigence  of  the  times  might  render 
it  abfoiutely  neceffary  for  the  fafety 
of  the  church. 

Mr.  Burke  concurred  with  Mr. 
F  ox  upon  the  general  ground  of  many 
of  his  arguments  reipeding  tolera¬ 
tion,  and  declared,  that  had  the  re¬ 
peal  been  moved  for  ten  years  ago, 
he  fhould  probably  have  joined  him 
in  fupporting  it ;  but  he  had  the 
ftrongeft  reafons  to  believe,  that 
many  of  the  perfons  now  calling 
themfelves  diJJ'cnters,  and  who  flood 
the  moll  forward  in  the  prefent  ap¬ 
plication  for  relief,  were  men  of 
fadious  and  dangerous  principles, 
aduated  by  no  motives  of  religion 
or  confcience/jto  which  toleration 
could  in  any  rational  fenfe  be  ap¬ 
plied.  This  led  him  to  remark 
upon  the  danger  and  abfurdity,  of 
recurring  to  abftrad  original  rights 
in  determining  civil  regulations,, 
upon  their  incompatibility  with 
each  other,  and  upon  the  advantages 
which  men  derived  in  exchange  for 
the  rights  of  nature  from  the  efta- 
blifhments  of  civil  fociety,  and  of  its 
neceffary  concomitant,  religion. 

Mr.  Burke  alfo  agreed  with  Mr. 
Fox,  that  men  were  not  to  be  judg¬ 
ed  merely  by  their  fpeculative  opi¬ 
nions,  but  by  their  opinions  and 
condud  taken  together.  It  was  by 
thefe  that  he  fhould  judge  how  far 
the  petitioners  were  entitled  to  the 
indulgence  they  requefted ;  by  their 
ads,  their  declarations,  and  their 
avowed  intentions.  *  y 

Mr.  Burke  then  produced  and 
read  to  the  houfe,  feveral  authentic 
documents  to  fubftantiate  the  alle¬ 
gations  he  had  before  made  :  — - 

/  Among  ll 
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Among  (I  thefe  was,  a  catecliifm  cir¬ 
culated  amongft  the  diflenters,  ex- 
prefsly  adopted  by  fome  and  pub¬ 
licly  condemned  by  none,  which, 
indead  of  teaching  the  principles  of 
revealed  religion,  was  full  of  the 
mod  audacious  libels  upon  the  na¬ 
tional  edabliiliments  and  continued 
invectives  upon  kings  and  hi/hops. 
Another  was  a  letter  written  by- 
Mr.  Fletcher,  a  didfenter,  from  a 
meeting  of  difienting  miniders, 
holden  at  Bolton,  in  Lancafhire. 
Mr.  Fletcher  dated  in  his  letter, 
that  the  meeting  avowed  fucb  vio¬ 
lent  principles,  that,  he  would  not 
day,  but  came  away  with  fome  other 
moderate  men.  It  aderted,  that 
one  member,  on  being  afked  what 
was  their  object,  and  whether  they 
meant  to  feek  for  any  tiling  more 
than  the  repeal  of  the  ted  and  cor¬ 
poration  afts*  anfwered,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  our  Saviour,  ‘4  We  know 
“  thofe  things,  which  ye,  are  not  yet 
*c  able  to  bear.”  And  on  another 
member’s  faying^  “  Give,  them  a 
te  little  light  into  what  we  intend,” 
they  informed  him,  that  they  did  not 
care  the  nip  of  a  draw  for  the  repeal 
of  the  ted  and  corporation  a  els,  but 
that  they  defigned  to  try  for  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  ty the s  and  liturgy.  In 
addition  to  thefe  documents,  he  read 
feveral  well-known  extracts  from 
the  writings  of  Do£lor  Priedley  and 
Doctor  Price,  exprefiive  of  their  hoi- 
tility  to,all  edablifhments,  their  per- 
fuafion  that  thole  of  religion  were 
dnful  and  idolatrous,  and  their  de¬ 
termination  to  proceed  dep  by  dep 
till  they  were  demolilhed. 

Mr.  Burke  concluded  his  fpeech 
by  declaring  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
on  account  of  the  many  alarming 
and  fufpicious  circum dances,  under 
which  the  prefent  application  came 
to  parliament,  that  if  the  ted  and 
corporation  a£ts  were  repealed,  feme 


other  ted  ought  to  be  fubdituted. 
He  faid  he  had  a  draft  of  another 
ted  in  his  pocket,  and  he  had  form¬ 
ed  an  idea  of  moving  the  previous 
quedion,  with  a  view  afterwards  to 
move  for  a  committee  to  examine 
into  the  recent  conduct  of  the  dif¬ 
fenters.  He  did  not  wilh  the  houfe 
to  rely  on  his  fads  before  he  had 
edablilhed  them  by  proof,  of  which 
he  knew  them  to  be  capable.  If, 
however,  they  fhould,  upon  invedi- 
gation,  not  appear  to  be  founded,  he 
would  hold  himfelf  bound  to  vote 
•for  the  repeal,  of  the  ted  and  corpo¬ 
ration  ads.  If  they  fhould  think 
the  bed  way  of  laying  the  quedion 
-at  red,  would  be  by  Coming  to  a 
vote  upon  the  motion,  he  would  fub- 
mit. 

Mr.  Fox  made  a  long  reply,  in 
which  he  particularly  urged  the  in- 
judice  of  deckling  a  general  quef- 
tiori  of  right  upon  the  condud  of  a 
few  individuals:  after  which  the 
houfe.  divided-*  for  the  motion  105, 
againd  it  294. 

.  The  next  quedion  of  importance 
which  engaged  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  was  a  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Flood,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Til! 
to  amend  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament. 

-  The  grounds  upon  which  Mr. 
Flood  proceeded  were  thefe-;  That 
as,  by  the  general  law  of  the  condi- 
tution,  the  majority  is  to*  decide  for 
the  whole,  the  reprefentative  mud 
be  chofen  by  a  body  of  condiments, 
whereof  the  eledive  franchife  may 
extend  to  the  majority  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  For,  if  the  condituent  body- 
confided  of  but  one  thoufand  for 
the  whole  nation,  the  reprefentatives 
chofen  by  that  thoufand  could  not, 
in  any  rational  fenfe,  be  the  aftual 
reprefentative  of  the  people. — ;That 
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dy,  formed  on  a  principle  that  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  majority,  can  be  con- 
flitutionally  adequate  to  the  return 
of  an  adlual  reprefentative  of  the 
people  ;  and  that  unlefs  the  people 
be  actually  reprefented,  they  are  not 
conftitutionally  reprefented  at  all. 
He  admitted  that  property,  to  a 
certain  degree,  is  a  neceiTary  ingre¬ 
dient  to  the  ele&ive  power  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  franchife  ought  not  to 
go  beyond  property  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  ought  to  be  as  nearly  com- 
xnenfurate  to  it  as  poffible.  Pro¬ 
perty,  by  the  original  principle  of 
the  conliitution,  was  the  fource  of 
all  power,  both  eledliVe  and  legitla- 
five ;  the  liberi  tenentes ,  including 
at  that  time,  in  effeft,  the  whole 
property  of  the  country,  and  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  mafs  of  the  people, 
were  the  elective  body.  The  per¬ 
form  whom  they  chofe  to  reprefent 
them  in  parliament,  fat  in  right  of 
the  property  of  their  eletlors ;  and 
the  barons  fat  in  right  of  their  own 

w 

baronies ;  that  is  to  fay.  Of  their  own 
property.  At  that  time  the  latter 
were  not  creatures  of  royal  patent  as 
now.  But  noiv  that  the  lords  are 
creatures  of  royal  patent  merely,  and 
that  freehold  property  is  but  a  part 
of  the  property  of  the  nation,  the  na¬ 
tional  property  is  not  as  fully  repre¬ 
fented  as  it  was  originally,  and  as 
it  ought  to  be  hill  by  the  conilitu- 
tion. — -That  the  condiment  body  is 
alfo  defe&ive  in  point  of  number, 
as  well  as  in  point  of  property;  the 
whole  number  of  eledtors  being  in¬ 
finitely  fhort  of  what  it  ought  to  be, 
and,  what  is  worfe,  the  majority  of 
the  reprefentatives  who  decide  for 
the  whole,  chofen  by  a  number  of 
eledlors  not  exceeding  fix  or  eight 
thoufand  ;  ,  though  thefe  reprefen¬ 
tatives  are  to  adt  for  eight  millions 
of  people. — That  a  new  body  of 
conllituents  is  therefore  wanting ; 
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and  in  their  appointment  two  thing! 
are  to  be  confidered  ;  one,  that 
they  fhould  be  numerous  enough, 
becaufe  numbers  are  neceiTary  to 
the  fpirit  of  liberty  ;  the  other, 
that  they  fhould  have  a  competent 
degree  of  property,  becaufe  that  is 
conducive  to  the  fpirit  of  order. 

To  fupply  this  deficiency,  both 
in  the  reprefentative  and  conftituent 
body,  Mr.  Flood  prOpofed,  that  one^ 
hundred  members-4hould  be  added, 
and  that  they  fhould  be  eledled  by  the 
refident  householders  in  every  county 
—  refident :  fir  A,  becaufe  they  muft 
be  bell  acquainted  with  every  local 
circumftance;  and  next, becaufe  they 
can  attend  at  every  place  of  elec¬ 
tion,  with  the  lead:  inconvenience 
and  expence  to  themfelves,  or  to 
the  candidate  Houfeholders,  be¬ 
caufe  being  mailers  of  families,  they 
mull  be  fufiiciently  refponfible  to  be' 
entitled  to  franchife.  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world,  he  faid,  in 
which  the  houfeholders  of  it  are 
confidered  as  the  rabble-— no  coun¬ 
try  can  be  faid  to  be  free,  where 
they  are  not  allowed  to  be  efficient 
citizens ;  they  are,  exclufive  of  the 
rabble,  the  great  mafs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  they  are  the  natural  guards 
of  popular  liberty  in  the  firft  flages 
of  it— without  them  it  cannot  be 
retained ;  as  long  as  they  have  this 
conllitutional  influence,  and  till  they 
become  generally  corrupt,  popular 
liberty  cannot  be  taken  away. 

In  order  to  evince  the  neceffit/ 
of  the  reform  propofed,  Mr.  Flood 
ufed  the  following  argument :  The 
conliitution,  he  faid,  conlifts  of 
three  orders,  one  monarchical,  one 
ariftocratic,  and  one  popular  ;  the 
balance  conlifls  in  maintaining  the 
equipoife  between  them.  This  ba¬ 
lance  was  loll  in  the  firlt  part  of  the 
Norman  sera;  it  was  recovered  iti 
fome-degree  afterwards;  it  was  im^ 

paired 
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paired  again  in  the  period  of  the 
Tudors  and  Stuarts  ;  at  the  revolu¬ 
tion  it  is  fuppoied  to  have  been  again 
recovered.  Let  us  fee  whether  it 
has  not  been  impaired  fince.  The 
lords  have  been  the  moll  ftationary 
part;  yet,  by  a  great  increafe  of 
their  numbers  of  late,  the  upper 
houfe  has  obtained  a  great  many 
patrimonial  and  private  boroughs ; 
thereby  obtaining  an  influence  over 
the  houfe  of  commons,  which  does 
not  conllitutionally  belong  to  them. 
But  the  great  alteration  has  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  part  of  the  crown. 
On  this  point  he  quoted  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  Mr.  Juftice  Blackllone  and 
Mr.  Hume  ;  and,  laftly,  the  memo¬ 
rable  revolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons. — “  that  the  influence  of 
(f  the  crown  had  increafed,  was 
“  increafmg,  and  ought  to  be  di- 
“  minifned.”  Does  any  man,  he 
faid,  doubt  this  authority  ?  Were 
not  they  who  voted  it  witnefies  of 
the  fadl,  as  welL  as  judges  of  the 
propofltion  ?  But  it  does  not  reft 
on  their  authority ;  an  acl  of  the 
whole  legiflature  has  fince  con¬ 
firmed  their  words — they  have  been 
made  ftatute  by  the  aft  of  reform 
that  palled  afterwards.  But  what 
has  happened  fmee  ?  An  Eaft  India 
bill  has  palfed,  and  a  declaratory 
law.  And  what  is  the  confequence  ? 
No  man  who  has  any  modefty,  or 
Who  ever  expects  to  be  credited, 
will  deny,  that  by  thofe  laws  more 
influence  has  been  conveyed  to  the 
crown,  or  the  minifter,  than  was 
fubtrafted  by  that  aft  of  reform. 
After  anfwering  the  objections  that 
might  be  made  to  his  motion  as  ill- 
timed,  innovating  on  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  tending  to  excite  difeon- 
tents  among  the  people,  Mr. 
Flood  concluded  to  the  following 
effeft : 

Montefquieu  has  faid,  that  a  free 


people  will  pay  more  taxes  with 
greater  alacrity,  than  a  people  that 
are  not  free ;  and  he  adds  the  rea- 
fon,  becaufe  they  have  a  compenfa- 
tion  in  the  rights  they  enjoy.  The 
people  of  England  pay  fifteen  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  annually  to  the 
revenue.  This  purchafe  they  pay 
for  the  conftitution.  Shall  they  not 
have  the  benefit  of  it?  Every  indi¬ 
vidual  pays  fifty  ihillings  a  year.— 
How  many  enjoyments  mull  every 
inferior  individual  relinquilh,  and 
how  much  labour  muft  he  undergo, 
to  enable  him  to  make  this  contri¬ 
bution  ?  No  people  ever  deferved 
better  of  government  than  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country,  at  this  moment ; 
they  have  not  only  fubmitted  with 
alacrity  to  this  enormous  mafs  of 
taxation,  but  when  the  health  or 
the  rights  of  their  fovereign  were 
at  ftake,  they  gathered  around  the 
throne  with  unexampled  zeal :  Can 
fuch  a  people  be  denied  their  privi¬ 
leges  ?  Can  their  privileges  be  a 
fubjeft  of  indifference  or  remiffnefs 
to  this  houfe  ?  I  cannot  believe  it  ; 
and  therefore  I  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  « 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Grigby,  and  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Wyndham,  who  obferved,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  before  the  houfe  could 
receive  the  motion,  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  ought  firft  to 
make  out  fome  fpecific  grievance, 
arifing  out  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
reprefentation,  and  then  propofe  his 
remedy ;  and  when  the  houfe  were 
put  in  pofleffion  of  both,  it  would 
be  for  them  to  judge  how  far  the 
firft  was  afeertained  and  the  fecond 
proportionate,  and  to  decide  whe¬ 
ther  the  remedy  ought  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  or  not.  Mr.  F  lood  had  faid,  that 
the  reprefentation  was  inadequate, 

without 
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without  producing  any  fact  in  proof 
of  the  allegation,  except  an  arith¬ 
metical  calculation,  which  only  prov¬ 
ed  it  to  be,  what  needed  no  proof, 
unequal.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  feemed  to  have  con- 
founded  the  end  with  the  means. 
Experience  had  convinced  them, 
that  the  representation  was  not  ina¬ 
dequate,  but  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons,  conftituted  as  it  was,  anfwered 
all  the  beneficial  purpofes  that  could 
pofhbly  be  defiled.  This  was  a 
cafe  in  which  we  might  lofe  every 
thing  and  could  gain  nothing.  The 
liberty  of  the  country  hood  in  need 
of  no  fpeculative  fec-urity,  it  could 
not  be  better  fecured  than  it  was. 

Mr.  Flood  having  adduced  the 
Support  given  in  parliament  to  the 
American  war,  contrary  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  people,  as  a  proof  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  a  reform,  Mr.  Wyndbam 
denied,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
American  war  had  been  owing  to 
the  inadequacy  of  reprefentation  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  faid,  it  was__the 
war  of  the  people  :  a  better  proof 
of  which  need  not  be  defired,  than 
what  had  happened  to  the  member 
for  Briftol,  a  right  honourable  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Burke),  who  had  been 
turned  out  for  oppofmg  its  continu¬ 
ance.  Towards  the  clofe  of  that  war, 
which  had  been  undertaken  with  no 
better  reafons,  he  was  afraid,  than  the 
hope  of  faving  themfelves  by  taxing 
America,  a  clamour  indeed  was 
railed  on  account  of  the  expence 
and  ill  fuccefs  attending  it,  and  the 
cry  was  for  a  reform  of  reprefen¬ 
tation  in  parliament,  as  a  remedy 
for  the  evils,  which  the  people  had 
at  leaft  their  fhare  in  bringing 
upon  them? elves.  He  had  hoped, 
that  the  wild  notions  which  were 
generated  during  that  war,  had  ban- 
pi ly  fubfided,  never  to  rife  again  : 
and.  he  was  lorry  to  find,  that,  like 
a 


locufts,  ""they  had  only  lain  torpid, 
and  had  been  brought  to  life  again 
by  the  heat  and  fermentation  which 
prevailed  in  the  affairs  of  thd  conti¬ 
nent.  Fie  was'  forry  to  hear  them 
again  buzzing  abroad,  and  thought 
it  portended  no  good  to  the  verdure 
and  beauty  of  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion. 

But  if  he  had  approved  ever  fo 
much  of  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  proportion  for  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform,  he  fhould  objed  to 
it  on  account  of  the  time  at  which 
he  hfed  thought  proper  to  introduce 
it.  What,  he  fai'd,  would  he  advife 
them  to  repair  their  houfe  in  the 
hurricane  feafon  ?  Speculates  and 
vifionaries  enough  were  at  work  in 
a  neighbouring  country  ;  there  was 
projed  againft  projed,  and  theory 
againft  theory,  frontibus  ad-xierjis 
pugnantia ;  he  intreated  the  houfe 
to  wait  a  little  for  the  event,  and  in 
the  mean  time  to  guard  with  all 
poffible  care  againff  catching  from 
them  the  infedion. 

Mr.  Pitt  followed  Mr.  Wyndham, 
and  faid,  that  after  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  difplay  of  ingenuity  and  wif- 
dom  which  the  houfe  had  juft  heard, 
little  remained  to  be  faid  upon  the 
merits  of  the  motion.'  W'hat  he 
ftiould  fay,  therefore,  would  relate  to 
the  queftion,  fo  far  as  he  might  be 
thought  perforally  concerned  in  it. 
Fie  had  brought  forward,  fome  years 
back,  a  propofition  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  ;  to  which  the  oppofttio'n  had 
been  fuccefsful,’  though  the  times, 
and  a  variety  of  other  circumftances, 
were  then  more  favourable  than  at 
prefent.  The  chief  objedion,  then, 
was,  the  danger  of  innovation ;  and 
it  was  a  knowledge  of  the  imprei- 
fion  that  argument  had  made,  which 
rendered  him  defirous  of  Waiting 
till  fome  more  favourable  moment 
than  the  prefent  ihould  offer  itfelf, 

when 
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ivhen  lie  mod  certainly  Ihould  again 
fubmit  his  ideas  upon  the  fiibjeft  t<5 
the  houfe ;  at  prefent,  unlefs  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  con- 
fent  to  withdraw  his  motion,  he 
Ihould  move  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Pitt 
declared,  that  if  he  were  forced  to 
come  to  a  fpecific  vote  upon  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  plan 
for  amending  the  conftitution,  he 
ihould  be  again!!  it;  and  even  if  it 
were  his  own  proportion,  he  ihould 
aft  in  the  fame  manner,  feeling  that 
the  caufe  of  reform  might  fuifer  dif- 
grace  and  lofe  ground  from  being 
brought  forward  at  an  improper  mo¬ 
ment. 

Sir  James  Johnftone  contended* 
that  if  the  proportions  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  were  com¬ 
plied  with,  the  aft  of  union  would 
be  violated,  and  in  that  cafe  the  two 
[Countries  mult  be  placed  in  the  fame 
;  fituation  in  which  they  fcood  before. 

!  the  union,  and  then  the  difficulty 
|  would  be  to  bring  them  together 
i  again.  By  the  union  England  was 
to  have  313  members  in  that  houfe, 
and  Scotland  45.  If  the  aft  of  uni¬ 
on  were  diffolved*  probably  that 
houfe  would  think  eight  members 
from  Scotland  enow,  but  the  Scotch 
parliament  might  infift  upon  having 
206  at  lea!!.  The  parliament  had 
done  extremely  well  for  Tome  years 
pa!!;  he  hoped,  therefore,'  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would' 
fuffer  them  to'try  the  experiment  for 
another  century,  and  then,  if  it  did 
not  anfwer,  he  would  be  glad  to  fe- 
cond  his  motion. 

.  Mr.  Fox1  argued  in  favour  of  the 
motion  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  can- 
j  didly  laid,  that  he  believed  the 
;  opinion  he  fupported  was  not  that 


Vol.  XXXIL 


qf  the  majority  either  within  or  with¬ 
out  the  doors  of  parliament.  He  dife 
fered  from  Mr.  Wyndham  on  the 
point  of  the  American  war,  and  was 
of  opinion,  that  had  the  houfe  of 
commons  been  differently  conftitut- 
ed  at  that  time,  it  would  have  put  an 
end  to  that  war  much  earlier.  Sure 
alfo  he  was,  that  what  had  happened 
in  1784,  would  never,  in  that  cafe, 
have  taken  place.  He  differed  to¬ 
tally  from  Mr.  Wyndham  in  the  fen- 
timents  he  had  expreffed  relative  to 
France.  That  gentleman  had  afk- 
ed,  would  any  man  repair  his  Houfe 
in  the  hurricane  ?  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
would  be  glad  to  know  what  feafon 
was  more  proper  to  fet  about  a  re¬ 
pair  in,  than  when  an  hurricane  was 
near,  and  might  poffibly  bur!!  forth  ? 
He  concluded  with  declaring,  that 
he  thought  the  reform  propofed  by 
Mr.  Flood  the  bell  of  all  he  had  yet 
heard  fuggehed. 

Mr.  Burke  combated  the:  various 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  m 
favour  of  the  motion.  He  particu¬ 
larly  contended,  that  the  people  did 
not  wifh  for  any  reform,  and  that 
fuch  attempts  did.not  originate  with* 
or  were  countenanced  by  them.  He 
■  contended,  that  the  American  war 
was  a  war  of  the. people,; arid  that  it 
was  put  an- end  to  by  the  virtue  of 
the  houfe- of  commons, -with  fcarce 
any  interference  of  the^people,  and 
aim®!!  without  their  eonfent. 

Mr.  Powis*  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Grenville,  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide;. and  Mr.  Courtney^ 
Sir  Jofeph  Mavvbey,  Mr'.  Martin,- 
Mr.  Buncombe,  and  others,  for  the 
motion.  At  length  Mr.  Flood  a- 
greed  that  it  Ihould  be  withdrawn* 
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C  H  A  A  V. 


Motion  by  Mr.  Montagu  for  increafng  the  fal Ary  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfs 
of  commons.  He  fidt'es  his  prefent  emolument} ,  argues  upon  their  infujfi- 
Ciency,  and  propofes  that  they  jhould  be  advanced  to  jf.  5,000  per  annum. 
Motion  bp’pofed  by  Mr.  Huffey ,  as  tending  to  encreafe  the  influence  of  the 
crown.  Supported  by  Mr.  Marjham  and  other  gentlemen.  Amendment  pro-' 
fofed  in  the  committee  that  the  falary  jhould  be  fl.  6000  per  annum > 
and  carried  by  a  large  majority.  India  budget  opened  by  Mr.  D undue. 
Comparative  flatement  of  the  revenues  and  charges  in  India.  Flourifhing' 
fl/ife  of  the  company'* s  affairs  in  general.  Doubts  expreffed  by  Mr.  Hujjey . 
Speech  of  Mr.  Francis  upon  the  affairs  of  India.  Proofs  of  the  com¬ 
pany*  s  difrefs.  Qbfervations  on  the  duty  on  fait.  Remarks  on  the  letter  of 
Lord  Cornwallis.  Mr.  Devaynes  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis.  Mr.  Dundas 
offer ts  the  faljhood  of  Mr.  Francis's  fatement.  Reflations  paffed  hy  the 
committee.  Sir  J.  R.  Miller* s  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  om 
weights  and  meafures ,  to  be  inferted  entire  in  the  article  of  ufefid  projects. 
Petitions  prefented  for  the  repeal  of  the  tobacco  excife  alt.  Motion  upon 
that  fubjeft  by  Mr.  Sheridan ,  afjerts  that  the  ail  had  endangered  the- 
foreign  trade ,  encouraged  jinuggling,  and  laid  the  manufacturer  tinder  infuper- 
able  h'ardjhips,  Mr.  Pitt  in  reply.  Sir  Grey  Cooper ,  Mf.Wyndham ,  and 
Mr.  Pox,  for  the  motion .  Rejected  by  a  majority  of  191  to  1 47.  Bjtf& 
paffed  to  explain  and  amend  the  tobacco  aft.  ClauJ'e  to  grant  trial  by  juries 
rejefted.  Budget  for  the  year  1 790.  Flourifhing  fate  of  the  finances  and 
growing  profperity  of  the  country.  Remarks  on  the  budget  by  Mr.  Sheridan . 
Meffage  from  the  king  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  relative  to  the  difpufes 
with  Spain.  Addreffes  voted  unasrimoufy .  Motions  for  papers  and  debates 

thereon.  Vote  of  credit  for  a  million.  Committee  on  American  claims. 
Cafe  of  Mr.  Penn.  Ccmpenfation  voted for  the  lofj'es  of  his  family.  Penfion 
granted  to  Dr.  Willis.  Amendment  of  the  tontine  aft.  Account  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  the  flave  trade.  Proceedmgs  relative  to  the  trial  of 
Mr.  H'aflings.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Parliament  prorogued.  Summary 
0/'  the  proceedings  Sf  the  Irijh  parliament . 


ON  the  1  oth  of  March,  the  right 
honourable  Frederick  Mon- 
tkgu  role  and  requeued  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe  to  a  fubjeCt  in 
which  he  conceived  their  honour 
and  dignity,  and  the  dignity  and 
iftterelt  of  all  the  people  of  Great 
Britkin  to  be  effe'ntially  concerned ; 
—lie  iheant,  the  due  fupport  of  the 
office  of  the  fpeaker  of  that  houfe. 
Fie  then  {rated,  that  the  emoluments 
hitherto  enjoyed  by  a  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  were  exceeding¬ 
ly  inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of 


the  dignity  of  fuch  a  ftation,  arid- 
Contended  that  this  great  officer 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  appear  and 
live,  wherever  he  was,  and  at  all 
times,  not  only  while  he  was  in 
town,  and  pending  the  continuance 
erf  the  feffion  of  parliament,  but  in 
the  Country,-  or  wherever  he  might, 
chufe  to  go,  during  the  rcceft,  with 
the  fpiendor  and  importance  become 
ing,  what  he  undoubtedly  was,  the 
firii  commoner  in  the  kingdom* 
Upon  an  inquiry  into  the  amount 
and  nature  of  the-  profits  of  his 

place* 
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place,  he  had  been  given  to  under- 
Hand,  that  the  fpeaker’s  fees>  com- 
muntbus  annis ,  might  be  computed, 
on  an  average  of  ten  years,  at  the 
fUm  of  1,232/.  and  on  an  average  of 
twelve  years,  at  the  fum  of  1,2 667. 
and  that  the  Allowance  to  thefpeak- 
er  from  the  exchequer  was  about 
1,680/.,  fo  that  putting  the  two  fums 
together,  the  emoluments  of  the 
fpeaker  did  not  amount  to  3000/.*, 
a  fum  by  no  means  adequate  to  the 
dignity  of  the  office,  which  he  and 
every  member  of  that  houfe  muH 
wifh  to  fee.  properly  fuftained.  It 
was  on  this  account  that  the  prede- 
ceffors  of  the  prelent  fpeaker  had 
generally  holden  places  under  the 
crown.  Sir  Spencer  Compton  had 
filled  the  office  of  pay-mafter  of  the 
army;  and  Mr.  Onflow,  a  name 
snever  to  be  mentioned  in  that  houfe 
but  with  reverence,  had  been  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy.  He  did  not  like 
that  the  fpeaker  of  that  houfe  fhould 
be  under  the  neceffity  of  looking  for 
the  favours  of  the  crown,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  he  wifhed  the  houfe  itfelf  to 
make  an  adequate  provifion  for  him. 
He  related  the  following  anecdote 
in  confirmation  of  his  argument. 
When  Mr.  Onflbvv  was  fpeaker,  and 
held  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  upon  a  warm  diicuffion  of  a 
certain  political  point,  the  queflion 
came  to  be  decided  by  the  calling 
vote  of  the  fpeaker,  which  Mr.  On- 
!  How  gave  in  oppofition  to  the  court. 
■  This  conduit  was  refented  by  the 
court  party,  and  the  place  which  he 
held  was  thrown  in  his  teeth.  Mr. 
Onflow,  being  a  bigh-fpirited  man, 
the  very  next  day  refigned  his 


[83: 

place;  and  though  he  held  the 
office  of  fpeaker  for  eighteen  years 
afterwards,  to  the  difgrace  of  the 
houfe,  he  received  no  more  than  the 
nfual  income,  of  the  amount  of  which 
the  houfe  was  now  apprized.  The 
confequence  was,  that  when  he  re¬ 
figned,  Mr.  Onflow  mull  have  re¬ 
tired  in  a  very  uncomfortable  ftate, 
indeed,"  had  not  the  houfe,  aware  of 
the  circumftance,  and  feeling  its 
own  credit  or  difgrace  involved  in 
its  conduit  on  the  oCGafion,  voted 
Mr.  Onflow  a  penfion  of  3000/.  a 
year. 

With  regard  to  fees  ariling  out  of* 
the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  he  thought 
they  fhould  be  left  exaitly  as  they 
were,  as  a  check  upon  frivolous  appli¬ 
cations.  If  the  fees  were  aboliflied, 
the  houfe  would  be  overwhelmed  with 
fuch  a  deluge  of  private  bufinefs, 
that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  get 
through  the  whole  of  it.  With  re- 
fpeit  to  the  other  part  of  the  fpeak¬ 
er’s  emoluments,  he  fhould  propcle 
that  fo  much  might  be  added  out 
of  the  finking  fund  as  to  make  up 
the  whole  5,000/.  a  year  at  leaft. 
Such  an  addition  might  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  price  paid  for  the  purchafe 
of  the  fpeaker’s  independence  ;  and 
the  public  (he  conceived)  would 
chearfully  pay  for  a  purchafe,  in 
which  they  had  fo  great  an  interefi. 

Having;  explained  what  he  meant 
to  fuggeit,  when  the  houfe  fhould 
be  in  a  committee,  Mr.  Montagu 
begged  leave  to  addrefs  himfelf per- 
fonally  to  the  chair,  and  to  affu're  the 
fpeaker,  that  he  had  heard  his  manly 
addrefs  at  the  commencement  or  the 
feffion  with  great  pleafure,  and  that 


*  Mr.  Montagu  afterwards  Hated  to  the  committee,  that,  befides  th$fe  emolu¬ 
ments,  the  fpeaker  was  prefented  at  die  commencement  of  a  liew  parliament  with 
1000/.  for  equipment  money,  ieoo  ounces  of  plate,  100/.  for  flationarv,  and  two 
hogfheads  of  claret  annually. 

<  [Ts]  ht 
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he  had  witneffed,  with  infinite  fatis- 
faftion,  fmce  he  had  held  his  high 
office,  his  great  politeneis  and  affa¬ 
bility,  his  ffri&  impartiality,  his 
great  attention  to  bufineff  both  pub¬ 
lic  and  private,  and,  above  all,  his,, 
care  and  attention  to  the  forms  of 
the  houfe,  and  forms,  he  muff  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  fay,  were  the  very  effence 
of  a  popular  affefnbly  like  the  houfe 
of  commons.  Mr.  Montagu,  in  con- 
clufion,  moved, 

“  That  this  houfe  will,,  on  Mon^ 
"  day  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 

mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  con- 
“  fider  of  an  allowance  to  be  made 
“  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
<f  commons  for  the  time  beinp-, 
<£  more  adequate  to  the  dignity  of 
“  the  laid  office,  and  to  the  expence 
**  neceffarily  attending  the  fame.” 

The  motion  being  feconded  by 
the  honourable  Mr.  Marfham*  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  exchequer  hav- 

X 

ing  fignified  hrs  majeffy’s  confent, 
Mr.  Huffey  rofe  to  exprefs  his  dif- 
approbaticn  of  the  meafure,  as  tend-, 
ing  to  increase  the  influence  of  the. 
crown,  by  annexing  fo  large  a  f Hi¬ 
lary  to  an  office  undeniably  in  the 
dii'pofal  of  its  minifters.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  add  nothing  to 
the  independence  of  their  fpeaker. 
Thofe  who  had  formerly  held  offices 
under  the  crown  had  not  been  com¬ 
plained  of  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  worthy  gentleman  who  now 
filled,  and  thofe  who  fiiould  be  calk¬ 
ed  to  the  efiair,  would  be  equally 
independent  with  or  without  a 
place. 

The  arguments  of  Mr.  Huffey  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  made  no  impreffion 
upon  the  houfe,  and  the  motion  was 
carried  without  any  other  diffentient 
voice/  In  the  committee  which  fat 
on  the  15th.  Mr.  Montagu  moved, 
“  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
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“  mittee,  that  for  more  effeftuall^ 

fupporting  the  dignity  of  the 
“  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons' 
“  of  Great  Britain,  the  lords  com- 
“  miffioners  of  his  majeffy’s  treafury 
“  be  direfted  to  iff ue  from  the  ex- 
“  chequer  fuch  lum  as,  together 
“  with  ^;he  falary  of  the  faid  office 
“  of  5  /.  per  day,  and  the  fees  there- 
“  of  upon  private  bills,  will  make 
“  the  whole  5000/. 

A  motion  being  made  by  Sir  James 
Johnftone,  that  inffead  of  5000/. 
ihould  be  inferted  6000/.  the  fame 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  154  t© 
28. 

On  the  3  iff  of  March  Mr.-  Dun- 
das  opened  the  India  budget.  He 
began  with  the  ffate  of  Bengal,  the 
revenues  of  which,  be  faid,  exceed 
the  charges  by  a  fum  of  2,136,71 1  L 
This  excefs  of  revenue  was  178,000/,. 
above  the  eftimate  of  -the  laff  year, 
and  he  accounted  for  the  increafe 
from  a  better  colleftion  of  the  land 
revenues,  and  an  increafe  on  that  off 
ffilt.  This  great  increafe  of  revenue 
he  considered  to  be  a  ffrong  proof 
of  the  profperity  of  the .  country, 
which  was  fo  rapidly  increasing,  that' 
he  doubted  not  but  in  a  very  few 
years,  the  , company  would  be  en¬ 
abled  to  pay  off7  the  whole  of  their 
arrears;  and  that  the  Britifh  poffef- 
fions. of- -India  would  be  more  flou-> 
riffling  in  wealth,  in  commerce,  ma~ 
nufaftures,  and  in  every  enjoyment,, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  whole- 
continent  of  Hindoffan. 

He  then  took  a  review  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  of  Madras,  the  effablifhment 
of  which,  he  laid,  exceeded  the  in¬ 
come  ;  but  lie  was  of  opinion,  that 
meafures  might  be  taken  to  bring 
the  expenditure  within  the  revenue. 
Of  Bombay,  he  faid,  he  had  not  re- 
•  ceived  later  accounts  than  thofe,  ©m 
which  he  had  grounded  the  refolu- 
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tion  of  laft  year,  Of  Bencoolen  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales’s  Ifland,  he  faid, 
he  had  daft  year  eftimated  the  ex¬ 
pence  too  low  by  .5000/.;  as  he  now 
found  by  accounts  received  ftnce 
that  time,  that  inftead  of  6o,oo'&/. 
he  ought  to  have  eftimated  them  at 
65,000,/.  Upon  the  whole  ftate- 
|iient,  however,  there  was  a  very 


eonftderable  excefs.  He  lad  year 
eftimated  the  furplus  at  1,516,119/. 
but  the  accounts  for  1788-9,  prove 
a  confiderable  increafe  of  clear  re¬ 
venue.  • 

The  whole  of  the  revenues  and 
Charges,  with  their  totals,  from  the 
accounts,  of  178S-9;  ftood  as  fol¬ 
lows;:  fi 


The  Revenues  of 

£■ 

Bengal 

5,619,994 

Madras 

1,213,229 

Bombay 

I  38,228 

The  Charges  of 

£■ 

Bengal 

3,183,250 

M  adras 

1,302,037 

Bombay 

568,710 

6,971,451  Total  Revenue. 


5,053,997  Total  of. Charges. 


Leaving  a  clear  furplus  of  ’  1,917,454 


Prom  which  was  to  be  deduft  d,  for 
Bencoolen  and  the.  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Ifland,  65,00.0 if: which  would  leave 
a  nett  revenue  of  ,1,852,454/.  and 
gave  an  exceeding  over  the  laft.efti- 
mate  of  336,335/. 

To  the  before  mentioned  nett  re¬ 
venue  of  1,852,454/.  was  to  be  add¬ 
ed  for  exports,  .230,36.1  '/.  which 
would  make  a  fum  of  2,147,8.15/.. 
applicable  to  .the  difcharge  of  debts, 
and  purphafe  of  inveftments. 

The  debts  of  the  company  for  the 
laft  yeata  were  7,604,754/.  thole.of 
the  prefemtj  year,  6,501,38 5/.  giving 
a  decreafe  of  i,;i 03,369/. 

He  flattered  himielf  that  by  the 
ftatenjent  he  had  juft  made,  the  com¬ 
mittee  would  be  enabled  to  judge 
accurately  and  fatisfadtorily  of  the 
revenues  of  India,  which  were  in  a 
mo  ft  flouriftiing  ftate,  and  had  been 
gradually  improving  for  fome  years. 
He  conftdered  the  increafe  on  the 
land  revenue  to  be  permanent;  he 
would  not,  however,  fay  the  fame  .of 


that  on  fait,  nor  did  he  wifh  an  in- 
creafe  of  revenue  from  that  article, 
if  it  was  occaftoned,  as  he  believed 
-it  was,  from  a  fife  of  price  on  the  ccn- 
iumer,  which,  he  faid,  muft  be  an 
.oppreftion  on  the  natives,  to  whom 
fait  was  an  abfolute  neceftary  of  life, 
and  to  whofe  cafe  . he  lhould  conft- 
der  a  decreafe  in  the  revenue  on  that 
.article  a  very  good  facrifice.  He 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,-  that  our  efta- 
blilhments  might  be  conflderably 
(lovvered,  and  the  furpluftes  thereby 
.increafed.  This  country,  he  faid, 
was  likely,  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances,  long  to  enjoy  an  undif- 
turbed  peace  at  home  and  abroad. 
When  her  fttuation  was  compared 
with  that  of  other  European  na¬ 
tions;  and  when  our  connection  with 
Holland,  a  power  of  great  confe„~ 
quenoe  in  India,  was  alio  remem - 
.  bered,  he  hoped  he  lhould  not  be 
conftdered  qS  too  fanguine  in  - the 
.opinion  he  entertained,  that.  Eng¬ 
land  had  no  danger  to  apprehend. 

[E  3]  *  from 
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from  any  European  rival  in  India ; 
and  he  was  confident  that  we  fhould 
have  nothing,  there  to  fear  from  the 
combination  of  any  Indian  powers, 
fo  long  as  we  continued  to  preferve 
our  prefent  good  faith  toward  them, 
and  trod  in  the  path  we  were 
now  in,  that  of  moderation,  ,  It  was 
well  known,  he  obferved,  that,  there 
was  a  prince,  who,  inheriting  all  the 
ambitious  and  turbulent  views  of  his 
father,  poffeffed  the  fame  rancorous 
Spirit  againft  the  Englifti,  whom  he 
ever  had,  and  moft  likely  ever  would 
endeavour  to  extirpate  from  India. 
That  prince  had,  however,  loft  no  in- 
confiderable  portion  of  the  confe- 
quence  he  foiuAerly  was  poffefted  of; 
and  his  opinion  was,  that  our  efta- 
blifhments  had  for  fome  time  been 
more  than  fufricient  to  repel  any  at¬ 
tack  he  could  make.  Other  circum- 
ftances  had  recently  occurred,  which 
ftill  rendered  us  more  formidable, 
and  our  eftablilhments  ftill  more 
competent  to  bear  a  reduction,  with¬ 
out  endangering  the  public  fafety. 
The  circumftances  he  alluded  to  were, 
the  ftate  of  the  French  fettlement  at 
Pondicherry,  and  a  requisition  which 
had  been  made  from  the  king  of 
the  Travancore  country  ,  (one  of  the 
oldeft  and  beft  allies  of  the  Englifh 
in  India)  for  a  confiderable  body  of 
X)ur  troops  to  be  taken  into  his  pay, 
for  the  purpofe  of  covering  the  fron¬ 
tier  of  his  territory  to  the  weftward, 
which  requifition  would  be  complied 
with,  and  orders  fent  out  for  the 
purpofe  in  the  courie  of  the  prefent 
year.  By  this  arrangement  our 
military  pftablifhjnent  at  Tellichery, 
would  in  a  great  meafure  be  fuper- 
feded ;  and  thofe  of  Madras  and 
Bombay  might  fafely  be  diminiih- 
ed.  He  concluded  by  ftating,  as 
an  additional  proof  of  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  aftairs  pf  tire  company 


in  India,  that  the  difeount  bn  their 
bonds  at  Bengal,  which  were  at 
eight  per  cent,  on  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  dip  government  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  had  fallen  to  the  incon¬ 
siderable  difeount  of  lefs  than  one 
and  a  half. 

Mr.  Huftey  was  of  opinion,  that 
to  judge  fairly  of  the  Company’s 
Situation,  their  aftairs  at  home  and 
abroad  ought  to  be  confidered  toge¬ 
ther;  he  could  not  confider  their  af¬ 
fairs  at  home  to  be  in  a  profperous 
way,  while  they  wrere  continually 
borrowing ;  and  had  borrowed  from 
the  year  1781,110  lefs  a  fum  than 
5,8oo,oool. 

Mr.  Francis  made  a  long  reply 
to  Mr.  Dundas.  He  inftfted  that 
the  true,  the  proper,  and  the  only 
intelligible  proof  of  the  propofitions 
in  queftion,  would  have  been  to  have 
produced  a  fhort'and  fimple  account 
of  debts  paid  off,  of  an  inveftment  pur- 
chafed  with  a  furplus  of  revenue/ of 
nett  profit  upon  that  inveftment, 'and 
of  a  thriving,  happy,  induftrious 
people  in  the  Indian  provinces  un¬ 
der  our  dominion.  What  fignified 
all  the  right  honourable  gentlermmk 
arithmetic,  when  the  notorious  fadts 
were,  that  we  had  no  return  from 
India,  but  a  return  or  transfer  oi 
'debts,  which  the  Company  could  not 
pay,  and  which  fooner  or  later  mufl 
fall  upon  the  ihoulders  of  England* 
when  the  Company,  inftead  of  dif- 
charging  their  bonds,  arid  clearing 
themielves  from  the  burthen  of  then 
debts  at  home,  were  every  yea: 
coming  tp  parliament  for  afiiftance 
for  leave  to  borrow  more  and  mof< 
money,  for  an  authority  to  increafi 
their  capital,  or  for  the  dir  eft  powe 
of  the  legislature  to  protedt  then 
agaiftft  their  creditors,  either  by  au 
thorifihg  them  riot  to  accept,  or  no 
tp  pay  the  bills  they  had  accepted 
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and,  finally,  when  .'the  letters  from 
Lard. Cornwallis,  now  lying  on  the 
.table,  defc rib ed  Bengal  as  a  declin- 
ning  and  almoft  mined  country. 

.As  a  proof  of  the  diftrefs  of  the 
company’s  afigirs  at  home,  and  the 
poverty  of  their  treafury,  he  Hated, 
-that  they  were  then  taking  up  fil¬ 
ler,  tin,  and  cqpper  upon  credit, 
which  formerly  they  ufed  to  pay  for 
\vith  ready  money,  The  dilcount 
upon  their  Bengal  bonds  he  alfo 
conftdered  as  another  fymptom  of 
diftrefs. 

With  regard  to  Bengal,  Mr. 
.Dundas  had  faid,  that  the  jummcC s 
being  collected  entire  was  a  proof 
of  the  profperity  of  a  country,  and 
that  therefore  Bengal  was  moll  prof- 
perous.  Neither  the  premifes  nor 
the  inference  were  founded  on  fadt, 
fince  an  oppreffive  government 
might  get  their  revenue  entire,  and 
the  country  be  neyerthelefs  rapidly 
going  to  ruin. 

Mr.  Francis  proceeded  to  take 
notice  of  what  Mr.  Dundas  had  faid 
.re/pecling  the  revenue  ariftng  from 
fait.  He  had  truly  ftated  fait  to  be 
■a  neceftary  of  life  in  Bengal  more 
than  in  any  other  country.  It  ac¬ 
tually  was  fo ;  and  nature  fepmed  to 
have -confidered  the  circumfhjnce,  as 
it  hath  made  fait  one  of  tfie- cheap- 
eft  manufadlures  of  the  country. 
They  could  get  it  there  .for  next  to 
nothing,  if  an  .oppreffive  revenue 
were, not  derived  from  it.  The  late 
Lord  Clive,  who  was  apeufed  of  hav¬ 
ing  eftabliftied  a  monopoly  of  fait,  had 
^exprefsly  proviaed,  “  That  the  price 
“  of;. fait,  fold  by  t)ie  Society  of 
tc  Trade,  ihould  never  exceed  moo 
'“  rupees  per  iqo,.  maunds ;”  and 
Mr.  Bolts,  who  ftretched  every  thing 
•to  the  utmoft  that  could  be  brought 
-to  bear  againll  the  government  of 
JLord  Clive,,  ftated  509  .rupees  per 


100  maunds,  .as  the  higheft  price  to 
the  confumer. 

The  felling  price  of  the  company 
at  Calcutta,  appeared  to  have  been 
in  Auguft,  1789,  about  300  Sicca 
rupees  per  iqo  maunds.  At  one  pe¬ 
riod  within  thefe  two  years,  the 
price,  at  the  company’s  fale,  had  got 
up  to  the  enormous  amount  of  700 
Sicca  rupees;  upon  which, the  re  was 
alio  to  be  a  proportionate  iqcreafe 
for  profit  and  charges  on  the  re¬ 
tail. 

But  fuppofing  the  final  retail  price 
of  fait,  in  the  provinces, 40  be  yop 
Sicca  rupees  per  top  maunds,  it 
would  then  cqft  the  confumer  two¬ 
pence  tjire.e  -  farthings  per  pound 
Englifh.  jiyc^y  individual  native 
would,ms  long  as  it  is-  poffible  for 
him  tq  get  it,  confume  half  a  chit- 
tac,  or  one  ounce  per  day;  confe- 
quently  a  family  of  five  perfons,  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  labour  of  one  man,  mult 
fpend  5-i6ths.of  two-pence  three- 
farthings  in  fait,  or  about  three-far¬ 
things  a,  day.  The  , medium  price 
of  labour  throughout  Bengal,  is  one 
anna  and  half  p^r  day,  or  three  pence 
halfpenny  Englifh.  Confequentiy, 
when  he  has  paid  for  the  fait,  with¬ 
out  which  his.  Vegetable  food  would 
be  poifon  to  him,  he,  has  juft  feven 
farthings  a  day  left  to  provide  him- 
fe If,  a  wife,  and  three  children,  with 
every  other  neceftary  of  life,  and  to 
.pay  fome  rent  for  a  mud-houfe;  not 
to  mention  any  allowance  for  fait  f<$r 
his  cow,  if  he  has  one ;  for  without 
fait  the  cattle  in  -that  country  cannot 
exift  for  any  ufefu]  purpofe. 

Mr.  Francis  concluded  with  fonie 
observations  upon  the  letter  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  dated  2d  Auguft 
1789.  The  fi 7ft  pafiage  he  remark¬ 
ed  upon  was>th.e  following — “  The 
“  lecprity  of  property,  however,  and 
«  ;the  certainty  -which  each  indivi- 
[F  4J  “  dftal 
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dual  * will  now  feel  of  being  allow- 
ff  ed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  own 
(<  labours,  muft  operate  uniformly 
“  as  incitements  to  exertion  and  in- 
“  dudry.”-— This,  Mr.  Francis  faid, 
was  a  pretty  plain  confeffion  of  the 
mifery  and  oppreflion  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  had  long  differed. 

The  letter  proceeded  thus :  “  I 
have  purpofely,  in  thefe  fettle- 
“  ments,  propOfed  to  withdraw  the 
t(  gunges  from  the  zemindars,  and 
t{  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
government,  in  order  that  it  may 
“  at  all  times  have  an  unreflrained 
“  power  to  raife  or  lower  the  in- 
*c  ternal  taxes  or  duties  on  par- 
«  ticular  articles  of  produce  of  ma- 
nufaitures,  as  may  be  found  mod: 
?<  fuitable  to  the  general  intereds 
“  of  commerce ;  but,  above  all, 
“  as  the  land  revenue,  when  the 
f‘  jumma  is  once  fixed,  cannot  en- 
“  creafe,  that  the  company  may, 
through  the  medium  of  duties 
*f  upon  an  encreafed  confumption 
“  of  the  neceffaries  and  luxuries  of 
*e  life,  participate  in  the  wealth  and 
advantages,  which,  I  trud,  will  be 
f‘  the  confequences  of  a  permanent 
e(  revenue  fettlement  to  the  inhabi- 
ei  tants  of  this  country,”  Upon  this 
he  remarked,  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
gave  the  people  of  the  country  a 
quietus  in  an  effential  point,  viz.  in 
a  permanent  revenue  fettlement,  or 
fixed  land-tax,  and  at  the  fame  time 
advifed  the  company  to  tax  the  ne- 
ceffarips  and  luxuries  of  life.  Would 
he  have;  them  encreafe  the  tax  on 
fait?  and  as  to  luxuries,  what  were 
the  luxuries  of  life  to  a  Hindoo  ? 
Hid  they  expect  to  get  any  thing  by 
a  duty  on  betel-nut  and  tobacco  ? 
Or  would  they  tax  oil  and  ghee? 

In  the  next  fe&ion  of  the  letter, 
Lord  Cornwallis  allures  the  direc¬ 
tors,  “  that  it  will  be  of  the  utmod 
prportqnce,  that  the  principal  land¬ 


holders  and  traders  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country  fhould  be  re- 
dored  to  fuch  circumdances  as  to 
enable  them  to  fupport  their  families 
with  decency.”  Had  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  been  year  after 
year  boading  of  the  profperity  of 
the  province  of  Bengal,  (afked  Mr. 
Francis)  and  wasitonlyin  the  year 
1790,  that  it  was  recommended  that 
the  principal  land-holders  and  trad¬ 
ers  in  the  provinces  fhould  be  re- 
ftoj-ed  to  the  power  of  fupporting 
their  families  with  decency  ?  This 
was  a  frefh  proof  of  the  miferable 
and  ruinous  date  of  Bengal.  The 
next  paragraph  confeffed,  that  agri- 
culture  and  internal  commerce  had 
for  many  years  been  gradually  de¬ 
clining,  and  that  at  prefent,  except¬ 
ing  the  clafs  of  Shroffs  and  Ban¬ 
yans,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  were  advancing  hadily  to  a 
general  date  of  poverty  and  wretch- 
ednefs;  and  Lord  Cornwallis  faid, 
“  in  that  defcription  he  mud  alfo 
include  almod  every  zemindar  in  the 
company’s  territories.”  Thefe  fails, 
Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  told  them  long 
ago,  and  therefore  he  concurred 
with  Lord  Cornwallis,  when  he  faid, 
in  the  fame  paragraph,  that  thefe 
miferable  effects  were  owing  t;o  the 
'bad  management  of  the  late  govern¬ 
ment.” 

Mr.  Francis  next  mentioned  the 
paragraph  relative  to  opium ;  “  he 
(Lord  Cornwallis)  doubted  not  but 
the  relief  given  to  the  Ryots,  may 
pccafion  fome  increafe  of  price  oh 
the  offers  that  will,  be  made  by  the 
candidates  for  the  contrail;  but  he 
was  perfuaded,  that  the  lofs  would 
be  more  than  compenfated  to  the 
company,  by  the  encouragement  that 
would  be  given  to  the  Ryots  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy.” 
Thus,  faid  Mr.  Francis,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  dares  not  tell  the  company 
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of  a  lofs  without  always  offering 
a  compenfation.  Mr.  Francis  re¬ 
probated  the  extenfion  of  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  opium :  poppies,  he 
faid,  were  the  molt  noxious  weeds 
that  grew ;  had  it  been  an  exten¬ 
fion  of  the  cultivation  of  grain,  he 
fhould  have  thought  the  fuggeflion 
a  laudable  one. 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Francis,  Mr. 
Pevaynes,  the  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  declared,  that  the  company 
Vvere  in  no  need  whatever  of  cre¬ 
dit  ;  it  was  not  true  that  they  were 
fending  out  their  filver  and  other  ex¬ 
ports  upon  credit ;  they  had  already 
paid  for  their  ufual  quantity  of  iil- 
ver,  and  were  ready  to  pay  to-mor¬ 
row  for  the  quantity  now  in  treaty, 
if  a  fair  price  was  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  Dundas  declared  his  afto- 
nifhment,  that  any  man  could  fo  wil¬ 
fully  have  attempted  to  pervert  eve¬ 
ry  line  he  had  quoted  of  the  letters 
from  Lord  dornwallis;  and  by  fe- 
lefting  paffages  partially,  and  de¬ 
taching  them  from  the  context, 
pervert  their  fenfe,  mifapply  their 
reference,  and  deftroy  their  mean¬ 
ing.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
carefully  perufe  thofe  letters  in  their 
clofets,  and  he  was  confident  that 
every  candid  man  would  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man’s  affertions  were  unfounded. 

The  fads  Hated  by  Mr.  Dundas 
were  then  moved  in  the  form  of  re- 
folutions,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
committee. 

On  the  15th  of  April,.  Sir  John 
Riggs  Miller  informed  the  houfe  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  confideration 
the  fubjeft  of  weights  and  me  A  fares. 
His  fpeech,  upon  this  occaiion,  con¬ 
tained  a  full  and  accurate  detail  of 
the  various  means  which  had  been 
jfuggefted  for  obtaining  a  true  and 


fixed  ftandard  of  meafure  :  but  as, 
from  the  nature  of  the  inveftigation, 
it  does  not  admit  of  an  abridgment, 
we  conceive  it  will  be  more  accept¬ 
able  to  our  readers  to  have  it  entire 
in  our  next  volume,  under  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  ZJfeful  Projects. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  feflion,  a 
great  number  of  petitions  from  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  Great-Britain,  had 
been  prefented,  praying  for  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  ad  for  fubjehting  dealers 
in  tobacco  to  the  excife,  which  had 
paffed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  Thefe  petitions  were,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe; 
and  the  1 6th  of  April  was  fixed  for 
taking  them  into  .con  iideration.  On 
that  day  Mr.  Sheridan  began  along, 
and  eloquent  fpeech,  with  an  invec¬ 
tive  again  ft  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
excife  laws;  in  which  he  illuflrated 
and  urged  with  great  force  all  the 
ufual  topics  which  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  upon  that  popular  thefts.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  peculiar  hard¬ 
ships  of  the  tobacco  bill;  and  enforced 
the  objections  which  had  been  made 
laft  year,  by  a  number  of  allegations 
taken  from  the  petitions,  which  had 
been  prefented,  and  information  he 
had  received  from  the  manufacturers 
themfelves. 

From  the  mafs  of  evidence  which 
had  been  given  on  the  fubjeft  of  this 
a£t,  Mr.  Sheridan  drew  the  follow¬ 
ing  conclusions.  Firft,  that  tne  ex¬ 
port  trade  to  foreign  countries  muft 
be  greatly  injured,  if  not  totally  de- 
ftroyed,  by  the  aft.  The  price  paid 
for  licences  was  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  of  tobacco  manufactured, 
and,  confequently,  it  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  a  tax,  which  muft  raife 
the  price  of  the  article  in  the  fo¬ 
reign  markets.  This  was  contrary 
to  every  found  principle  of  trade, 

which 
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wtii  eh  condemned  all  .burdens  laid, 
withmt  ahfoiute  necellity ,  on  ar¬ 
ticles  of  exportation-  Again,  if  a 
tobacconifl  -was  in  the  act  of  getting 
ready  to  execute  an  .order  from  -a- 
turoad,  be  m-uil  hUpend.his  work,  if 
the  excife  officer  fhpuld  come  to. 
take  a  furvey ;  he  mult  attend  Kirn 
whilfl  weighing  the  dock  ;  and  ma¬ 
ny  hours,  perhaps  Tome  days,  being 
loll  in  -this  b.uhncfs,  the  veffel  in 
s  which  he  was  to  (hip  the  goods  or¬ 
dered  by  his  foreign  correfpondent, 
probably-jniglit  be  obliged  to  put  to 
Tea  in  the  mean  time,  and  thus  the 
order  would  be  loft,  and  perhaps  the 
cullomer,  for  ever.  As  to  the  en¬ 
couragement  which  the  a£l  gave  to 
Smuggling,  .though  its  avowed  ob¬ 
ject  was  to  fiipprefs  it,  he  obferved, 
that  formerly,  one  difficulty  which 
attended  the  fmuggling  of  tobacco 
was,  that  even  after  it  was  landed 
and  houfed,  it  Was  Hill.  liable  to 
feizure.  But  this  difficulty  was 
cempletely  removed  by  the  prefent 
adl;  for,  the  moment  it  got  under 
the  roof  of  the  tobacconifl,  it  was  as 
fiacred  as  if  it  had  paid  duty. 

Among  the  many  hardthips  of  the 
manufacturers  under  this  act,  there 
were  two  of  a  very  ferious  nature. 
One,  that  the  tobacco  during  the 
procefs  of  its  manufacture  might, 
from  the  moiflure  or  drynefs  of  the 
air,  lofe  or  gain  more  in  Weight, 
than  tlie  table  laid  down  in  the  aft 
allowed.  What,  then,  was  the  ma¬ 
nufacturer  to  do  ?  He  could,  not  an- 
fwer  for  .the  Hate  of  the  atmofphere ; 
■and  if  his  goods  had  decreafed  in 
weight., through  heat,  or  increafed 
through  moithire,  without  any  aft 
of  his,  to  a  degree  beyond  the  iland- 
ard  eflablifhed  by  the.  adt,  then  was 
Be  liable  to.  ruinous  fines  and  penal¬ 
ties.  The  commiffioners,  before 
they  could,  in  juitice,  levy  thefe 
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fines,  ought  to  afeertain  that  th? 
weather  will  always  ,be  in  that  pre-? 
effe  Hate  of  heat  or  cold  which  the 
adl  fuppofed  it  would  be.  They 
ought  to  make  Cbriilmas  give  futu¬ 
rity  for  frolt ;  take  a  bond  for  hot; 
weather  from  Aug  u  it,  and  oblige 
damps  and,  fogs  to  take  out  permits. 
It  was  true,  that  where  the  increafe 
or  decreafe,  beyond  the  allowed 
table,  appeared  to  have  been  really 
the  eifeft  of  the  weather,  and  not  of 
any  intention  in  the  manufacturer,  to 
defraud  the  revenue,  the  commif¬ 
fioners  ordered  the  goods,  if  feiz.ed, 
to  be  reitored,  and  the  penalty  re¬ 
mitted.  But  he  had  two  itrong  ob¬ 
jections  j:o  this  exercife  of  illegal 
mercy  by  the  commiffioners.  Firit, 
it  gave  them  a  difpenfing  power, 
which  parliament  had  not  thought 
-proper  to  allow  even  to  the  king, 
Andjfecondly,  this. difpenfing  power 
might  be  ufed  to  very  bad  purpofes. 
When  the  law  was  harfh  and  fevere* 
and  the  executive  power  indulgent,' 
and  willing  to  foften  its  rigour,  the 
people  would  be  led  to  diilike  their 
own  reprefen  tatives,  who  could  pafs  a 
rigorous  Jaw,  and  to  fly  to  the  crown 
for  relief  aga in-flit.  If  a  . difpenfing 
power  could  be  tolerated,  it  mull  .be 
when  the  benefit  of  it  was  general, 
and  extended,  without  exception,  to 
every  clafis  of  fuhjefts  without  dif- 
tlnftion.  But  in  the  cafe  of  remit¬ 
ting  fines  to  manufacturers  who 
fihould  have  incurred  them,  an  in- 
quifition  might  be  fet  on  foot  into 
the  life  and  political  principles  of 
each  individual,  and  thole  only 
might  feel  the  indulgence  of  the 
commiffioners  who  fhould  be  found 
to  be  the  friends  and  fupporters  of 
the  fubfilling  adminiiiration. 

The  fecond  hard  (hip,  perhaps 
greater  than  any  other,  confidered 
in  a  mere  commercial  light,  was. 
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that  the  myfteries  of  their  trade  <c  the  furvey  of  the  excife  is  inap- 
were  laid  open,  to  the  irreparable  «  pUcable'to  the  manufactory  of  to-, 
injury  of  their  families  and  fortunes.  “  baceo.” 

Of  the  value  of  Tome  of  thefe  myf-  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer* 
teries  the  committee  "might  form  an  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  o'bferved, 
idea,. when  they  recollected  that  it  that  the  chief  tu.W  of  his  argument 
had  been  proved  in  evidence,  that  one  had  been  directed  again  ft  the  whole 
■manufacturer  had  refuted  20,000 1.  fyftem  of  excife,  a  fyftem  which 
for  the  difclofure  of  a  fecret  in  the  raifed  no  lefs  a  fum.  annually  than, 
manufacturing  of  tobacco  that  Was  fix  millions  and  a  half  of  the  reve- 
peculiar  to  himfelf.  nue,  nnd  without  which  fyftem,  he 

When  the  manufacturers  were  un-  believed,  neither  the  resources  of 


der  examination  at'  the  bar,  they  had 
not  let  fall  any  expre&on,  which 
might  intimate,  that  it  was  their  in¬ 
tention  to  quit  the  trade  if  the  aCt 
‘was  not  repealed ;  they  thought  that 
fuch  an  intimation  would  not  be 
decent  in  them,  as  it  would  appear 
like  a  threat ;  but  what  their  refpeCl 
for  parliament  would  not  fulfer  them 
to  utter  at  the  bar,  they  had  faid  to 
him  in  private  ;  and  he  believed  he 
might  alftire  the  committee,  if  the 
bill  was  not  repealed,  the  tobacco 
manufacture  would  he  loft  to  this 
country. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  afked  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  what  were 
the  mighty  advantages  gained  by 
the  revenue,  which  could  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  compenfatiolr  for  fuch 
hardfhips  and  encroachments  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjeCt?  The 
produce  was  but  25,000/.  more 
"than  was  collected'  on  tobacco  be¬ 
fore  this  aft  pafled,  and  the  duty 
.was  raifed  from  1  ifd.  per  lb.  to  15c!. 
W ould  any  man,  to  whom  the  rights 
of  the  people  were  dear/  for  fo  in- 
lignificant  -an  increafe  of  revenue 
invade  thofe  rights ;  but,  above  all, 
would  he,  for  fuch  an  increafe,  rifle 
the  lofs  of  the  whole  r  which  he  ve- 
*  rily  believed  would  happen  if  the 
aft  was  not  repealed.  Mr.  Sheridan 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving 
the  following  Tefplution :  “  That 


the  country,  nor  the  ingenuity  oF 
man,  would  be  competent  to  raife 
fo  confiderable  a  fum.  In  his  mo¬ 
tion,  however,  he  flopped  fnort,  and 
objected  barely  to  the  excife  on  to¬ 
bacco.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the 
manufacturer  of  malt,  the  manufac¬ 
turer  of  foap,  the  mandfaCturer  of 
ftarch,  the  manufacturer  of  candles, 
and  tlie  dealers  in  wine  and  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors,  fubjeCt  to  all  that  into¬ 
lerable  tyranny  and  oppreffi on  which 
he  had  deferibed  with  fo  much  ener¬ 
gy  and  eloquence.  If  the  tobacco, 
act  Were  to  be  taken  up  on  general 
principles,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  faid,  .lie  was  at.  a  lofs  tp 
know  how  it  applied  to  the  conlti- 
tution  more  than  any  other  excife 
bill,  palled  at  any  former  period,  and 
therefore  flopping  fhort,  as  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  done,  and 
confining  himfelf  folely  to  the  to¬ 
bacco  aCt,  his  general  argument  was 
inconfiftent  and  contradictory. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
next  obferved,  that  it  was  his  duty, 
and  the  duty  of  that  houfe,  to  re¬ 
ceive,  with  a  confiderable  degree  of 
caution  and  doubt,  the  evidence  de¬ 
livered  at  their  bar;  'he. ...meant  no 
reflection  on  the  gentlemen  ;  he  be^- 
lieved  they  wire  very  worthy  men, 
but  theV  might  have  been  actuated 
Confide rably  by  prejudices,  which 
'  naturally  might  be  expeCted  to  have 

arifen 
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arifen  in  the. minds  of  perfons  obvi* 
•otifly  interefled.  'File  lion,  gentle¬ 
man  himfelf  had  Hated  that  the  ma- 
fiiufafturers  were,  before  the  a£l,  the 
only  medium  for  conveying^  the  illi¬ 
cit  tobacco  from^  the  (muggier  to 
•the  confumer ;  and  taking  this  for 
■granted,  and  the  datement  of  the 
itobacconids  tliemfelves,  that  eight 
millions  of  pounds  weight  were  an¬ 
nual!  y  fmuggled,  the  confequence 
would  then  evidently  appear,  that 
for  years  they  had  divided  among 
them  400,000  pounds  Iterling,  of 
which  fum  the  revenue  had  been  de¬ 
frauded;  and,  if  an  average  could 
be  taken,  each  man’s  lliare.of  this 
•plunder  was  more  than  a  thoufand 
pounds  annually.  The  houfe  being 
in  poffieffion  "of  this  notorious  and 
adireft  fraud,  lie  was  fare  it  was  not 
afking  too  much  of  them  to  weigh 
well  the  evidence  before  they  de¬ 
cided  again  ft  the  remedy  already 
provided  for  the  evil.  As  to  the 
argument  about  the  difeovery  of  the 
myderies,  and  the  great  danger  of 
the  manufacturers  fecrets  being  ex- 
pofed,  upon. which  io  much  drefs 
had  been  laid;  if  the  fecrets  were 
fo  eafily  clifcoverable  by  an  excife- 
man  upon  a  mere  view,  they  mud  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  known  to  the  manu¬ 
facturers  workmen,  andconfequent- 
ly  at  all'  times  liable  to  be  divulged. 
Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  obferving, 
that  during*  the  exidence  of  the  act, 
the  cohfumption  had  very  confider- 
ably  encreafed,  which  was  a  com¬ 
plete  refutation,  and  a  conclufive 
anlwer  to  the  affiertioh  of  the  aft’s 
being  likely  to  drive  the  manufac¬ 
turer  from  this  country.  The  pub¬ 
lic  had  already,  in  the  two  leak  pro¬ 
ductive  quarters  of  the  year,  receiv¬ 
ed  130,000/.  over  and  above,  the 
wonted  income  of  revenue  from  to¬ 
bacco  in  the  fame  quarters  before 
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the  adt  pa-ffied ;  and  in  all  probable 
lity,  the  difference  on  the  next 
t\yq  quarters  of  excife  would  make 
the  whole  produce , of  the  difference 
300,000!?,  the  lead. 

The  motion  wag  powerfully  fup- 
ported  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Fox.  The  firll 
contended,  that  the  evidence  .of  the 
manufadlurers  and  officers  of  excife 
had  uncontrovertibly  ellabliffiied  the 
following  .propofitions.  1.  That 
there  is  no  mode  by  which  the  fur- 
vey  can-  be  made,  have  only  by 
taking  the  whole  flock  of  each  ma¬ 
nufacturer.  ,2.  That  flock  cannot 
be  taken  by  any  other  manner  than 
by  weight.  3.  That  it  is  abfolutely 
neceffiary  to  except  from  being 
weighed,  all  that  part  of  the  flock, 
that  is  „in  the  actual  operation  of 
manufa&wre.  4.  That  this  excep¬ 
tion  dedroys  the  rule. 

Mr.  Wyndham  reprobated  the 
fpeech  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  as  a  laboured  and  indecent 
panegyric  upon  the  whole  fyflem  qf 
excife  laws,  and  fuch  as  had  never 
before  been  heard  in  that  houfe. 
No  one  would  venture  to  affert,  that 
the  excife  was  not  adverfe  to  the 
principles  of  the  conditution.  It 
was  an  evil  Which,  perhaps,  circum- 
flances  had  made  neceffiary  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  greater 3  b.ut  neceffity  alone 
could  juflify  it.  It  might  itfelf  be¬ 
come  the  created  of  all  evils.  Con- 
fidered  even  as  a  neceffiary  meafure, 
it  fhould  be  ufed  with  caution ;  it 
might  be  pufhed.  beyqndits  due  ex^ 
tent;  it  might  be  difgraced  by  be¬ 
ing  injudicioufly  managed ;  it  might, 
like  a  tool,  be  fipoilt  by  being  worked 
with  too  much.  It  had  been  avowed, 
that  it  was  to  be  limited  only  jufl  as  y 
the  flate  of  our  finances  may  admit. 
Fie  lamented  that  the  nation  feemqd 
fq  much  difpofed  to  facrihce  every 

other 
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other  con  fide  ration  to  revenue ,  and 
expreffed  his  fears  that  the  monied 
interefts  had  Co  totally  corrupted  all 
ranks  of  people,  that  they  feemed 
entirely  to  have  changed  and  al¬ 
tered  their  notions  upon  great  po¬ 
litical  fubjefts,  on  which  formerly 
every  man  felt  alarm  and  jealoufy. 

Mr.  Secretary  Grenville  ftrongly 
protefted  againft  the  manner  in 
which  the  queftion  had  been  ar¬ 
gued,  as  tending  to  raife  a  clamour 
againft  laws,  upon  which,  as  thofe 
gentlemen  well  knew,  the  whole , 
national  credit,  and  with  it  the 
very  exiftence  of  the  empire  de¬ 
pended. 

The  members  for  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  for  Southwark  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  motion ;  and  Mr. ' 
Sheridan,  after  a  long  reply,  hav¬ 
ing  altered  |he  queftion  to  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
The  tobacco  aft,  the  committee  at 
length  divided  —  ayes  1 47  —  noes 
191. 

-  An  aft  was  afterwards  palled  to 
explain  and  amend  the  aft  of  the 
laft  year,  and  to  relieve  the  man'u- 
fafturers  from  certain  hardships 
therein.  Upon  the  third  reading 
of  this  aft.  Sir  Watkin  Lewis  mov¬ 
ed  that  a  claufe  fhould  be  inferted, 
giving  the  right  of  a  trial  by  jury 
to  all  the  perfons  fubjeft  to  the  aft. 

The  Attorney  General  objefted 
to  the  claufe,  as  a  dangerous  expe¬ 
riment  upon  what  conftituted  one- 
third  of  the  revenue  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  He  remarked,  that  the  mode 
of  collecting  the  excife  had  flood 
«ow  near  a  century  and  a  half;  yet 
‘it  was  never,  during  that  time,  dis¬ 
covered  that  any  danger  arofe  to 
the  conftitution  from  it.  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  faying,  he  ftiould  vote 
againft  the  chufe. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  replied,  and  in 
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ftrong  terms  reprobated  the  encroach¬ 
ments  which  the  excife  was  making 
orf  the  liberty  of  the  ‘  people,  and 
contended  for  the  nccefiity  of  in- 
ferting  the  claufe:  as  did  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  Mr.  Watfon,  Mr.  Saw  bridge,, 
and  Mr.. Martin;  but  upon  a  divisi¬ 
on  of  the  Houfe,  the  noes  were  100, 
ayes  22— majority  againft  the  claufe 

7s-  J  . 

On  the  15th  of  April  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  opened  the 
budget  for  the  year  1790,  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  our  readers  wi.l 
find  in  its  uftial  place.  He  began 
by  congratulating  the  committee 
upon  the  profperous  ftate  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  of  the  country,  which  he 
was  that  day  enabled  to  lay  before 
them,  not  upon  {peculation  and  from, 
conjefture,  but  ftpon  fafts.  After 
Hating  the  items  of  the  fupplies 
voted,  and  of  the  ways  and  means, 
he  called  the  attention  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  the  fum  ftated  as  the  furplus 
of  the  confolidated  fund— This  he 
faid  was  eftimated' upon  an  average 
of  the  three  laft  years,  which  would 
give  an  average  of  500,000k  lefs 
than  the  produce  of  the  laft  year, 
and  which,  confequently,  could  not 
be  confidered  as  an  unfair  one  ;  and, 
by  that  eftimate,  it  would  appear 
that  the  growing  furplus  of  the  con- 
foli dated  fund  was  11,903,0001.;  to 
this  was  to  be  added  an  encreafe 
on  taxes  not  taken  into  that  efti¬ 
mate,  amounting  to  6o,ocol.  He 
took  for  balances  of  arrears 
ioo,o'oek  and  for  an  increafe  on 
the  tobacco  duties  another  ioo,oock 
He  was  fangume  in  his  expectation 
of  the  prdduce  from  the  arrears  of 
afteffed  taxes,  which  in  the  laft  year 
amounted  to  '240,000k  ever  the 
permanent  afll-ifment  ;  there  ftid 
remained  out-handing- arrears  to  the 
amount 'of  6oo;oo,ol.  which  gradu¬ 
ally 
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ally  were  to  be  drawn  in  ;  and, 
from  'the  exertions  made  for  that 
purpofe,  he^  conceived  he  might 
jufhly  reckon  upon  i  56,000!.  being 
brought  in  during  the  prefent  year; 
all  which  firms  added  together, 
would  give  a  total  of  ways  and 
means  of  5,996,000k  which  fum 
was  more  than  futhcient  to  meet  the 
fupply,  and  afforded  fair  ground  to 
eitimate  the  growing  produce  of 
the  confolidated  fund  for  the  next 
year,  at  2,300,000!.  Mr.  Pitt  then 
proceeded  to  date  the  extraordinary 
expences  which  had  been  defrayed 
fince  the  year  1786,  with  the  afiilt- 
ance  only  of  a  loan  of  a  fingle  mil¬ 
lion,  which  had  been  borrowed  lad 
year.  He  recapitulated  the  unfore- 
feen  increase  of  the  peace  edablifh- 
ment  from  various  canfes,  fuch  as 
the  aggravated  extraordinaries  of 
the  navy,  arifing  from  large  pur- 
chafes  of  timber,  and  other  ftores  ; 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
owing  to  the  unliquidated  demands 
at  the  end  of  the  war  ;  the  expence 
of  the  stream  ent  in  1787,  the  charge 
which  the  generality  of  Parliament 
had  incurred  on  account  of  the  loy- 
aiids  ;  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales;  all  of  which,  with  the  re- 
dudion  of  the  national  debt,  would 
be  found  to  amount  to  fix  millions. 
The  increafe  of  revenue,  which  had 
enabled  the  public  thus  to  meet  the 
various  charges  he  had  mentioned,  he 
regarded  as  permanent,  and  as  ori¬ 
ginating  in  two  caufes ;  the  fup- 
preilipn  of  fmuggling,  and  the  in¬ 
creafe  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country.  The  exports,  as  valued 
by  the  cudom-houfe  entries,  for  lad; 
year,  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  18,513,0001.;  of  which  the 
Brit  ifh  man  ul  acini  red  goods  ex¬ 
ported  amounted  to  13,494,000!.; 
upon  an  average  of  the  exports 
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fix  years  prior  to  the  Amerfcaii  , 
war,  which  average  he  took  on  ac* 
count  of  thofe  years  being  the  pe¬ 
riod  in  which  our  commerce  flou- 
rifhed  moll ;  it  appeared,  that  the.  , 
Britifh  manufactured  goods  export¬ 
ed,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
10,342,000k  The  imports^,  for  the 
lalt  year,  amounted  to  a  higher  fum 
than  was  ever  before  known,  being  . 
valued  at  17,838,000k  At  firft 
fight,  this  increafe  of  import  might 
appear  diladvantageous,  as  it  would 
feejn  to  teffen  the  balance  of  trade 
in  favour  of  the  country ;  this  the 
committee,  however,  would  per¬ 
ceive,  upon  inveftigation,  not  to  be 
the  cafe,  but  that  tjig  increafe  of 
imports  arofe  from  circumllances 
which  demonfirated  the  increafe  of 
the  wealth  and  profperify  of  the 
country;  i.t  Blued  from  remittances 
of  fortunes  of  the  Eaft  and  Wed 
Indies ;  from  the  increafe  of  im¬ 
portations  from  Ireland,  which  gen¬ 
tlemen  would  recoiled  was  a  proof 
of  the  increafing  pr.ofperi.ty  of  that 
valuable  part  of  the  empire  ;  from 
the  Greenland  and  South  Wales 
fifheries,  the  imports  from  which 
were  to  be  confidered  as  adding  to 
the  flock  of  the  country,  being 
wealth  poured  in  from  the  ocean. 
Our  navigation  had  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  our 
commerce.  In  the  year  1773,  there 
belonged  to  Britifh  ports  9,224  vef~> 
fels,  and  63,000  feamen ;  and  in 
the  year  1788,  11,085  reflets,  and 
8.3,000  feamen;  fhewing  an  in¬ 
creafe  of  feamen  in  1788,  above 
the  number  in  1773,  of  no  lefs  than 
One- third. 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  an  en¬ 
comium  upon  the  Britfih  conftitu- 
tion ;  to  which,  under  Providence, 
the  profperous  Hate  of  the  nation 
was  to  be  afcribed,  and  which  it 

was 
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Was  therefore  their  moft  facred  duty 
to  maintain  inviolate  and  to  de¬ 
fend  again!!  all  innovations. 

Mr.  Sheridan  differed  from  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  with 
refped  to  the  adtual  receipt,  and  the 
actual  expenditure.  If  the  averages 
of  1 786 -7-8,  were  taken,  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  receipt  forthofe  three 
years  fe  verally  had  been  15,1  40,000!. 
and  the  expenditure  17,140,000!. 
making  a  deficiency  of  fix  millions 
on  the  whole.  From  the  five  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  of  three  per  cents, 
redeemed,  was  to  be  deducted  the 
additional  million  of  exchequer  bills 
iftued,  the  money  borrowed  laft 
year,  the  increafe  of  the  navy  debt, 
and  one  quarter’s  revenue  antici¬ 
pated,  which  was  every  (hilling  debt 
incurred,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been 
actually,  borrowed,  making  in  all 
3,500,0001.'  The  average  income 
of  four  years,  including  the  laft  year, 
would  be  found  to  be  fhort  of  what 
the  revenue  committee  had  taken 
it  at,  though  annual  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  200,00c!.  had  been  laid 
fince  they  made  their  calculation  ; 
and  regulations  for  improving  the 
collection  of  old  taxes  adopted,  - 
which  the  committee  had  pointed 
out  as  a  refource  to  provide  for 
contingencies,  and  not  as  neceftary 
to  make  good  their  ’eftim&te. — He 
contended  that  there  was  not  a  lin- 
gle  pound  applicable  to  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  national  debt,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  nothing  would  put  the 
finances  into  a  proper  ftate,  but 
cither  railing  the  income  to  the  ex¬ 
penditure,  or  lowering  thesexpendU 
turfe  to  the  income ;  atprefent  there 
exifted  a  plain  deficiency  of  one 
million. 

The  chancellor  >of  the  exchequer 


faid,  Mr.  Sheridan  went  for  an 
average  to  a  period  which  had  no- 
analogy  to  the  prefent,  in  order  to 
take  in  the  year  1786,  before  the 
commercial  treaty  was  palled,  the 
new  taxes  rendered  productive,  or 
the  regulations  for  an  improved 
collection  adopted  ;  and  then  com¬ 
pared  the  permanent  revenue  with 
the  temporary  expenditure.  He 
ftruck  cut  the  produce  of  the  lot¬ 
tery,  merely  becaufe  he  dilliked  a 
lottery,  and  retained  the  temporary 
expence  of  the  American  loyaliits, 
which  it  was  intended  to  meet.  He 
admitted  that  the  receipt  and  the  ex¬ 
penditure  could  not  be  brought  to  a 
permament  balance  without  a  con- 
fide r able  reduction  of  expence  ;  but 
the  time  when  the  revenue  commit¬ 
tee  had  calculated  that  fuch  a  ba- 
lance  would  be  effe&ed,  was  the  end 
of  the  year  1790,  not  the  beginning, 
and  was  not,  therefore,  matter  for 
the  difcufilon  of  that  day/ 

On  the  5th  of  May  Mr.  Pitt  de¬ 
livered  to  the  houfe  a  meftage  from 
his  jnajefty  *,  in  which  he  informed 
them  of  the  violence  that  had  been 
committed  upon  two  veflels  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  majefty’s  fubjefls,  on  the 
north-weftern  coaft  of  America,  by 
an  officer  ♦commanding  two  Spanilh 
Ihips  of  war;  of  liis  applications  to 
the  court  of  Spain  for  fatisfadlion  : 
of  its  claims  to  an  exclufive  right 
of  navigation  in  thofe-  leas,  and  its 
hoftile  preparations:  and  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  determination  to  fupport  the, 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  rights 
and  interefts  of  his  people.  The 
meftage  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  mo V4 
ed  that  it  fhould  be  taken  into  con- 
liderraticm  the  following  day. 

On  the  6th  the  meftage  having 
been  again  read,  Mr.. Pitt  rofe  and. 
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remarked  that  however  natural  it 
might  be  to  look  with  concern  upon 
the  circumftances  ftated  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  meft'age,  andall  the  future  pof- 
fible  occurrences  to  which  it  might 
lead,  he  conceived  that  he  fliould 
not  do  juft  ice  to  the  feelings  and 
public  fpirit  of  that  houfe,  if  he  en¬ 
tertained,  for  a  moment,  an  idea 
that  there  could  arife  any  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  meafures  which 
filch  circumftances  would  make  it 
neceft’ary  to  adopt.  There  was  no 
cccafion  for  him  to  enlarge  upon 
the  fads  ftated  in  his  majefty’s  mef- 
fage ;  the  bare  mention  of  them  (he 
was  perfuaded)  would  prove  fufficient 
to  induce  the  houfe  to  give  their 
concurrence  to  the  addrefs  with 
which  he  fliould  move.  Thefe  fads 
were :  that  his  majefty’s  fubjeds 
had  been  forcibly  interrupted  in  a 
trade  which  they  had  carried  on, 
for  years,,  without  moleftation,  in 
parts  of  America  where  they  had 
an  incontrovertible  right  of  trad¬ 
ing,  and  in  places  to  which  no 
country  could  claim  an  exclufive 
right  of  commerce  and  navigation  : 
that  this  interruption  had  been 
made  by  a  feizure  of  two  fhips,  their 
cargo  and  companies,  without  any 
previous  notice  :  that  the  officers 
and  crews'  of  tliofe  veftels  had  been 
carried  to  a  Spanifh  port  as  prifon- 
ers  of  war,  and  the  cargoes  of  the 
veftels  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of 
tlie  captors,  without  even  the  form 
of  condemnation  or  judicature, 
which  has  always  been  deemed  ne- 
ceflary,  even  in  times  of  war. — He 
wifhed  to  abftain  from  every  word 
of  aggravation';  the  ftatement  of 
thefe  fads  was  .fufficient  to  induce' 
a  Britifti  lioivfe  of  commons  to  de-' 
tnand  ample  refiitution  to  the  indi¬ 


viduals  injured,  and  full  fatisfadio# 
to  the  nation  for  its  infulted  ha- 
nour.  It  was  true,  that  one  of  the 
veftels  had  been  delivered  up  by  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico,  but  no  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  nation  had  thereby  been 
given  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  court 
of  Madrid  had  advanced  a  claim  to 
the  excluftve  right  of  navigation  in 
thofe  feas,  that  was  unfounded  and 
exorbitant,  indefinite  in  its  confe- 
quences,  aiming  deftrudion  to  our 
valuable  fifneries  in  the  fouthern 
ocean,  and,  tending  to  the  annihi¬ 
lation  of  a  commerce  in  its  infancy,’ 
which  we  were  juft  beginning  to 
carry  on  to  the  profit  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  in  hitherto  unfrequented  parts 
of  the  globe ;  it  was  therefore  ne- 
ceftary  and  incumbent  upon  the 
nation  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
might  in  future  prevent  any  fuch 
difputes.  When,  in  addition  to 
this  condud  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
the  houfe  were  alfo  acquainted* 
by  the  meflage,  of  the  vigorous 
preparations  making  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fea  ports  of  that  kingdom* 
there  could  not  be  a  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  our  preparing  to  ad 
with  vigour  and  effed  in  fupport 
of  the  honour  of  his  majefty’s  crown* 
and  the  interefts  of  his  people.  At 
the  fame  time  the  houfe,  he  was 
confident,  would  heartily  agree  in 
his  majefty’s  wifh,  that  the  prefent 
difpute  might  be  terminated  amica¬ 
bly,  and  that  we  Ihould  -not  be 
driven  to  the  neceffity  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  meafures  of  hoftility. 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  moving 
an  addrefs  in  the  ufual  form  *,  which 
being  feconded  by  Mr.  Grenville, 
Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  faid,  Jie  dhould 
give  *  his  vote  moft  heartily  for  the 
addrefs,  in  which  he  .believed  the 

houfe 
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fioufe  would  be  unanimous.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  could  not  avoid  expref¬ 
ling  a  wifh  that  the  meflage  had  been 
more  full ;  and  particularly  that  it 
ought  to  have  acquainted  the  houfe 
what  our  fhips  were  doing  in  thofe 
parts  of  America,  when  they  were 
feized.  Mr.  Fox  then  remarked,  that 
it  was  now  fcarcely  a  fortnight  lince 
the  minifler  had  given  that  houfe  the 
mod  flattering  account  of  the  pro- 
fperous  date  of  the  country  ;  and  in 
no  part  of  his  fpeech  did  he  feem 
more  confident,  than  in  the  aflur- 
ances  he  gave  the  houfe  of  the  prof- 
pe<d  of  the  continuance  of  peace.  He 
knew  at  that  time  that  the  fhips  had 
been  feized,-  and  that  the  crews 
had  been  fent  to  a  Spanifh  port  pri¬ 
soners  of  war ;  he  underflood  that 
the  Spanifh  ambafiador  had  not 
only  avowed  the  capture,  but  ac¬ 
companied  it  with  a  complaint  and 
requifition  that  his  majefly  would 
not  fuffer  his  fubjeCts  to  trade  on 
thofe  coafls,  and  fifh  in  the  fouthern 
ocean.  It  was  generally  known 
that  Spain  was  carrying  on  great 
armaments.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  opportunities 
of  knowing  what  the  extent  of  the 
armament  was,  than  he  could  pre¬ 
tend  to;  but  when  Spain  was  arm¬ 
ing,  it,  was  not  very  reafonable  to 
think  that  we  fhould  be  long  at 
peace.  He  mentioned  thgfe  cir- 
cumdances  not  only  as  proofs  of  a 

•  Arange  inconiidency  in  the  minifl 

-  ter’s  language,  but  becaufe  the  ex¬ 
travagance  of  the  hopes  holden  out 

.by  miniders  had  added  greatly  to 
the  difappointment,  the  alarm,  and 
the  fears  of  the  public,  when  they 
fuddenly  found  thofe  hopes  falfl- 

-  fled.  Had  not  fuch  fallacious  ex¬ 
pectations  been  excited,  he  trufled 
that  Iiis  majefly’s  mefTaee  would  not 
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have  had  the  effeCt  on  the  public 
funds,  and  the  minds  of  men,  which- 
it  had  produced. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  midaken 
in  his  Aatement  of  the  circumdances 
to  which  he  had  referred.  He  had 
faid,  “  We  knew  every  thing  when 
the  budget  was  opened,  that  we 
know  now.”  .  The  cafe  was  direCMy 
the  reverfe.  We  knew  nothing  of 
the  fads  in  quedion,  but  whdt  we 
had  learned  from  the  Aatement  of  the 
Spanifh  ambafiador,  whofe  commu¬ 
nication  was  extremely. vague  and 
general,  and  related  only  to  the 
capture  of  one  of  the  veffels,  and 
that  without  the  particulars.  He 
had  faid,  we  then  knew  the  whole 
of  the  claim  of  Spain  ;  whereas  we 
did  not  know  it  diftinCtly,  till  at- a 
period  fubfequent  to  the  budget- 
day.  Neither  did  we  know  the 
extent  of  the  preparations  of  the 
court  of  Spain  in  her  feveraTports, 
till  a  very  few  days  fince.  But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would 
give  him  leave,  in  his  turn,  to  make 
a  Angle  remark  on  what  had  fallen 
from  him.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  affirmed,  that  he  for 
months  had  known  of  the ,  arma¬ 
ments  of  Spain,  and  yet,  in  the 
cgurfe  of  the  prefent  fefiion,  he  had 
argued  on  the  propriety  of  dimi- 
nifhing  the  forces  of  the  country* 
and  had  exprefsly  contended  that* 
we  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
the  court  of  Spain. 

Several  motions  for  papers  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  difpute  with  Spain  were 

afterwards  made  by  the  members  of 
'  ¥ 

oppofltion,  the  objedls  of  which  Were 
to  aicertain,  fir  A,  the  precife  nature 
of  the  tranfadion  at.  Nootka  Sound, 
and  the  value  of  the  trade  which  it 
was  intended,  to  eflahlifh  in  thac 
[C\  pare. 
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part  of  the  world;  and,  fecondly,  tlie 
dates  of  the  communication  made  by 
the  court  of  Madrid  of  the  feizure 
of  the  Englifh  Flips,  and  of  its 
grounds  for  having  lb  done  ;  and 
after,  the  dates  of  the  intelligence  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  ho  fide  preparations  of 
that  power.  Thefe  motions  were 
m  de  with  a  view  to  certfure  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  who,  it  was  faid,  in, has  fpeec'h 
upon  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
had  held  forth  the  great  advantages 
of  the  fouth-fea  trade,  at  the  time  lie 
knew  it  to  be  both  infigriificant  and 
precarious :  and  the  profpeit  of  a 
continuance  of  peace,  when  he  knew 
we  were  upon  the  point  of  being 
embroiled  with  Spain. 

Thefe  motions  were  refilled  by 
admirtiftration,  as  tending  to  a  dii- 
clofure  of  circumftances,  which,  in 
the  prefen t  coniuilure,  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  divulge ;  and  the  im¬ 
putations  they  were  intended  to 
convev,  were  met  with  a  general  de- 
nial  of  their  truth,  and  declarations 
that  they  fhould  be  ready  to  meet 
the  charges  fully  and  direilly,  as 
foon  as  it  could  be  done  with  pro¬ 
priety.  Upon  a  divifion,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  production  of  papers 
12 1,  again!!  it  213. 

A  motion  was  alfo  made  by  Mr. 
Francis,  for  an  account  of  all  the 
appointments  of  ambafiadors  to  Ma¬ 
drid  fince  the  laft  peace,  the  falsifies 
paid  them,  and  the  periods  of  their 
refidence.  This  motion  being  ac- 
ceded  to,  and  the  papers  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  Mr.  Francis  moved  a 
refolution  grounded  upon  them,  that 
it  appearing,  “  that  fince  the  year 
1783,  four  ambafiadors  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  and 
an  expence  incurred  on  their  ac¬ 
count  of  35,602  /.  and  that  no  am- 
feafiadors  had  reftded  there  but  for 


thirteen  months,  his  majefiy  fhould 
be  requelled  to  give  directions  for 
the  due  performance  in  future  of 
the  fervices  belonging  to  thofe  ap¬ 
pointments.”  In  anfvver  to  the  charge 
implied  in  Mr.  Francis’s  motion,  a 
circumflantial  account  was  given  of 
the  caufes,  which  had  prevented  the 
refidence  of  the  ambafiadors  in  Spain: 
and  the  order  of  the  day  being  call¬ 
ed  for,  the  houfe  divided,  for  the 
order  95,  againft  it  59. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  addrefs, 
in  anfwer  to  the  mefiage,  was  moved 
by  the  duke  of  Leeds,  and  feconded 
by  lord  Rawdon,  and  a  motion  for 
the  production  of  papers  relative  to 
tlie  capture  of  the  veffels,  and  to  the 
armaments  preparing  in  Spain,  was 
negatived  without  a  divifion.  On 
the  12th  of  May,  another  motion 
was  made  by  the  earl  of  Kin  non  1 
upon  the  fame  fubjeft.  His  lord- 
fhip  obferved,  that  for  his  own  part, 
he  fhould  not  hefitate  to  declare, 
that  he  ftrongly  fufperied  the  mi¬ 
ni  Her  of  having,  for  purpofes  bell 
known  to  himfelr,  kept  back,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  the  information 
given  to  the  houfe  by  his  majefty’s 
mefiage.  He  fufpecled  adminiilra- 
tion  alfo  of  having  neglefled  to 
make  a  timely  preparation,  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  armaments  of  Spain, 
by  which  negleft  that  country  had 
been  encouraged  to  defend  the  ag- 
refiion  complained  of.  He  con- 
emned  his  majefty’s  fervants  for 
having  deluded  the  country  by  hold¬ 
ing  out  a  profpedl  of  permanent 
peace,  when  they  mull  have  kndwn 
of  the  probable  grounds  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  war.  He  judged  it  pro¬ 
per,  therefore,  to  move  for  the  date 
of  the  firft  official  information  re¬ 
ceived.  He  wifhed  not  to  move  for 
any  paper  that  could  be  objected  to 
on  the  grounds  of  Hate  fecrecy.  -The 
-  fubftar.ee 
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fubdance  of  the  information  given 
in  the  remondrance  of  the  Spanifh. 
ambaflador  had  been  hated  in  his 
majedy’s  medage  ;  he  dedred  only 
to  have  the  date  of  the  receipt  of 
that  information.  This  could  in  no 
ways  prove  injurious  to  the  intereds 
of  the  country,  and  he  thought  it 
would  neither  be  candid  to  the  houfe* 
nor  honourable  to  the  minider,  to  re- 
fufe  it.  In  conclufion,  Lord  Kinnoul 
moved  for  “  An  humble  addrefs  to 
his  Majefly,  that  he  would  be  gra¬ 
ciously  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  the  date  of  the 
Receipt  of  the  remondrance  prefent- 
ed  by  the  Spaniih  ambaffador  to  his 
majedy’s  miriiders*  by  order  of  his 
court.” 

Lord  Waldngham  then  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  «the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord  could  not  be  agreed  to,  unlefs 
the  houfe  departed  from  a  rule 
which  they  had  invariably  and  wife¬ 
ly  obferved;  that  of  never  fullering 
papers  to  be  produced  relative  to  a 
negociaticn  with  a  foreign  power, 
pending  fuch  a  negociation. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by  lord 
Portcheder,  lord  Carlide,  and  lord 
Stormont  and  the  quedion  being 
put,  the  houfe  divided,  and  there 
appeared,  contents  34,  non-con¬ 
tents  53.  • 

On  the  1  oth  of  May  a  vote  of  cre¬ 
dit  for  one  million  paffed  the  houfe 
of  commons  without  oppolition. 

In  our  30th  volume  we  have  given 
a  particular  account  of  the  compen- 
ffition  voted  for  the  American  loy- 
alifts,  of  the  principles  upon  which 
it  was  distributed,  and  of  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Harford. 

Our  readers  will  alfo  find  at  the 
end  of  the  hidorical  part  of  this  vo¬ 
lume,  a  datement  laid  before  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  the  claims 
made,  and  of  Ioffes  allowed  by  the 


commiffioners  for  examining  the 
claims  of  the  American  loyalids.  On  1 
the  1 1  th  of  May,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer*  after  dating  the  a- 
mount  of  the  claims  given  in  by  the 
American  loyalids,  the  amount  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  commiffioners,  and  the 
fums  already  paid,  moved,  that  the 
fum  of  224,000/.  be  granted  for  far¬ 
ther  payments ;  and  the  fum  of 
32,000  /.  to  make  good  the  Ioffes 
fudained  by  certain  perfons,  inhabit 
tants  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Some  of  thefe,  he  faid,  had 
fudained  very  heavy  Ioffes  by  a  con¬ 
duit  which  entitled  them  to  the  mu¬ 
nificence  of  this  country;  and  it 
was  found  on  enquiry,  that  the  rea- 
fon  why  they  had  not  applied  in  per¬ 
son  for  compenfation,  was,  that  their 
Ioffes  had  deprived  them  of  the 
means  of  leaving  America.  At  the 
fame  time  he  gave  notice,  that  on 
the  enfuing  Tuefday  he  lhould  pro- 
pofe  a  compenfation,  in  the  way  of 
perpetual  annuity,  to  the  Penn  fa¬ 
mily,  vvhofe  Ioffes  were  edimated  by 
the  commiffioners  at  500,000/.  and, 
alfo,  for  feme  other  claims  not  yet 
provided  for. 

He  then  moved  a  mode  of  coin  ~ 
penfation  for  fuch  perfons  as  fpdain- 
ed  Ioffes  by  fupplying  the  army 
or  the  navy  with  dores,  provifions, 
&c.;  for  fuch  as  differed  by  the  cef- 
fion  of  Florida ;  and  for  fuch  as  dif¬ 
fered  by  Ioffes  of  incomb  arifing 
from  offices. 

On  the  14th,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  called  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  Ioffes  fudained 
by  the  family  of  Penn.  Their  cafe* 
he  faid,  was  different  from  that 
of  any  other  of  the  American  loyal- 
ids,  and  could  not  be  governed  by 
any  of  the  rules  already  laid  down 
by  the  houfe.  He  dated  their  al¬ 
lowed  lofs  to  be  500,000/.  andpro- 
[G  2]  1  pofed 
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pofed  to  grant  to  them  and  their 
heirs  an  annuity  of  4000  /.  -to  be  paid 
out  of  the  ccnfolidated  fund.  He 
obferved,  that  the  hate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  fenfible  of  the  great  merit  of 
the  family,  had  granted  a  fum  of 
1 30,000  /.  fterling,  to  be  paid  by  in- 
.  Raiments.  The  fad,  however,  was, 
that  11,000/.  was  all  that  had  been 
paid,  though  the  family  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  the  ultimate  payment. 
He  thought  that  the  granting  of  this 
annuity,  in  the  manner  propofed, 
y/ould  be  a  ftrong  mark  of  the  na¬ 
tional  generofity  and  refpeft  for  the 
fervices  of  their  great  ancefior.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  think 
with  him,  that  the  annuity  he  had 
propofed  was  neither  profufe  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  fparing  on  the  other. 
He  concluded  by  moving  a  refolu- 
tion  for  granting  the  laid  annuity 
from  the  5  th  of  January  iygo. 

Mr.  F.  Montagu  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  were  of  opinion,  that  5  coo  I. 
ought  to.  be  the  lead  fum  granted  as 
an  annuity  to  that  refpedlable  fami¬ 
ly.  Mr.  Wilmot  argued,  that  taking 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  .Harford,  whofe  lois 
was  efiimated  at  230,000/.  and  who 
received  a  compehfation  of  70.000/. 
as  a  rule,,  a  grant  of  5000/.  per  an¬ 
num  would  kill;  be  below  the  mark. 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Francis  thought 
4000/.  fufficients.and  declaring  they 
fbould  take  the  fenfe  of  the'  com¬ 
mittee.;  that;  fum,  was  agreed  upon 
without  a  divinon .  .  .. 

On  the  17.-th  of  May,  a  rneffage 
from  his  majefiy  was  delivered  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  ac¬ 
quainting  the  houfe  with  hi'S  inten- 

1  O  t 

lions  of  granting  to  the  Rev.  Hr. 
Willis,  a  penfion  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  nett,  for  twenty-one 
years  ;  and  requeuing  the  alMance 
of  parliament  for  that  purpofe :  a 
bill  was  the  next  day  ordered  to  be 

<Sf 


brought  in  for  the  purpofe  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  melfage,  -and  palled 
both  houfes. 

Gn  the  26  th  of  May  the  houfe 
having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  upon  the 
tontine  ad  of  the  laft  feffions,  Mr. 
Pitt  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
committee,  that  the  tontine  had  ori¬ 
ginally  been  propofed  as  an  experi¬ 
ment,  and,  at  the  time,  it  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  a  reafonable  expecta¬ 
tion,  that  it  would  have  proved 
of  equal  advantage  to  the  public 
and  the  fubfcribers.  -  This,  how¬ 
ever,  had  not  been  the  cafe ;  and  al¬ 
though  the  tontine  originally  bore 
a  premium,  it  had  fince  been  at  a 
confiderable  difcount,  and  if  per¬ 
illed  in  according  to  the  original 
terms,  the  individuals  who  had  taken 
the  whole  of  it  muft  fuftain  a  very 
confiderable  lofs ;  an  event  which 
he  had  little  doubt  but  that  the 
committee  would  feel  it  became 
them  to  endeavour  to  guard  againil, 
and  the  more  efpecially,  if  any  means 
of  doing  fo  could  be  fuggelled  which, 
would  not  militate  againfl  the  pub¬ 
lic  intereft.  The  committee  would 
recoiled,  .that  when  he  had  nrlt 
opened  the  fubjed,  with  a  view  of 
affording  the  original  fubfcribers 
relief,"  he  had  hinted  at  enlarging 
the  time  of  nomination  from-Odober 
to  April ;  but,  upon  mature  ,confi- 
deration,  it  had  appeared,  that  al¬ 
though  fuck  a  meafure  would  afford 
the  original  fubfcribers  elfential.  re¬ 
lief,  it  could,  not  be  adopted  with 
perfed  fecurity  to  thofe  perfons  vyho 
had  been  already  nominated ;  and 
therefore,  it  had  been  confidersd  as 
advifeable  to  puih  that  prqpofition 
no  farther.  He  meant  to  propofe 
to  give  thofe  who  held  the  fiiares  of 
the  tontine  an  option  of  exchanging 
it  for  long  annuities,  and  to  em- 
3  ,  power 
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power  the  commifti  oners  of  the  trea- 
lury  to  nominate  to  the  ftiares,  which 
might  be  vacant  when  the  period  of 
nomination  to  ftiares  fhould  expire, 
which  would  be  in  October  next, 
and  to  hold  the  fame  for  the  public. 
By  thefe  means  gentlemen  would 
fee' that  faith  would  be  kept  with  the 
perfons  whofe  lives,  were  already  in¬ 
terallied,  .the  original  fubfcribers 
would  be  relcued  from  the  rifque 
they  at  prefent  ran,  in  confequence 
of  a  Speculation,  which,  prima  facie , 
had  undoubtedly  been  a  laudable 
one,  and  the  public  itfelf  would  be 
no  Sufferer. 

The  proportion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  after 
Some  oppofition,  in  which  it  was 
urged  that  the  fubfcribers  might 
conceive  themfelves  to  be  injured, 
and  coniecmently  that  their  confent 
ought  to.  be  obtained,  was  adopted 
by  t]ie  committee,  and  a  bill  palled 
both  houfes  for  carrying  it  into  ef¬ 
fect. 

The  fubjedt  of  the  have  trade  was 
again  moved  by  Mr.  Wilberforce 
early  in  the  feffibn.  The  evidence 
produced  by  the  planters  was  not 
gone  through  till  near  the  clofe,  and 
the  remaining  time  was  employed 
in  examining  forme  -additional  wit- 
oeftes  in  favour  of  the  abolition. 
The  further  consideration  cf  the 
fubjedl  was  then  adjourned. 

Upon  the  1 6th  day  of  February, 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings  re-conL 
menced  in  Weftminiler-hall,  being 
the  fifty-fifth  day  of  .  the  fitting  of 
the  court.  The  court  fate  in  this 
felfion  but  thirteen  days,  in  which 
the  managers  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  went,  through  the  charge  re¬ 
lative  to  the  receipt  of  prefents, 
which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Anftru- 
ther,  and  the  evidence  furnmed  up 
and  obierved.  upon,  in  a  Speech  which 
jailed  two  days,  by  Mr.  Fox,  The 


court  adjourned  on  Wednefday  the 
9th  of  June,  being  the  fixty-eighth 
day. 

On  the  nth  day  of  May,  Mr. 
Bferke  .called  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  a  motion  he  had  to  offer 
upon  the  fubjefl  of  the  protracted 
continuance  of  the  trial.  After  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  petition  pre¬ 
ferred  by  Mr.  Haftings  to  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  he  adverted  to  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  principal  caufes 
of  its  not  having  been  brought  to  a 
fpeedier  copdufion  :  the  firft  was, 
the  determination  of  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  obtained,  at  the  inftance  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  to  proceed  upon  all 
the  articles  of  charge  before  they 
came  to  any  decifion ;  another 
was,  that  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Haf¬ 
tings  had  'infilled  upon  reading  pa¬ 
pers  at  large  inftead  of  extracts :  but 
what  occaiiohed,  perhaps,  the  great- 
eft  delay,  was,  that  the  managers 
were  not  made  acquainted  with  the 
grounds  and  extent  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  on  which  the  decifions  of  the 
houfe  of  Lords  were  made  refpefting 
the  admiffibility  of  evidence.  This 
made  it  impolTible  for  them  to 
know  how  far  the  next  queftiens, 
which  they  intended  to  put,  might, 
or  might  not,  militate  againft  thofe 
principles.  He  concluded  by  mov¬ 
ing  the  following  refolutions : 

“  That  this  houfe,  taking  into 
confideration  the  interruptions 
“  occafioned  by  the  occupations  of. 
“  the  j  udges  and  the  houfe  eft  Lords, 

“  as  alfo  the  impediments  which 
“  have  occurred,  or  may  occur,  in 
“  the  c curie  of  the  trial  of  the  im- 
“  peachment  of  Warren  Haftings, 

“  Lfq;  doth,  without  meaning  to 
“  abandon  the  truth  or  importance 
“  of  the  charges,  authorife  the  ma- 
<c  nagers  of  their  faid  impeachment, 

“  to  infift  only  upon  fuch  and  ip 
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“  many  of  the  faid  charges  as  fhall 
“  appear  to  them  the  mod:  condu- 
cive  to  the  obtaining  fpeedy  and 
li  effedlual  juftice  againft  the  faid 
“  Warren  Haftings.” 

2d,  “  That  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  parliament  affembled, 

<*'  from  a  regard  to  their  own  ho- 
“  nour,  and  from  the  duty  which 
*e  they  owe  to  all .  the  commons  of 
<c  Great  Britain,  in  whofe  name,  as 
“  well  as  in  their  own,  they  att  in 
the  public  profegutions  by  them 
C£  carried  on  before  the  houfe  of 
“  Lords,  are  bound  to  perfevere  in 
<e  their  impeachment  againft  War- 
<c  ren  Haftings,  Efq;  late  governor- 
te  general  of  Bengal,  until  judgment 
“  may  be  obtained  upon  the  moft 
important  articles  in  the  fame.” 
On  the  17th  of  May  complaint 
was  made  to  the  houfe  by  general 
Burgovne  of  a  libellous  publication 
inferted  in  one  of  the  morning  papers 
with  the  lignature  of  John  Scott,  a 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
grofsly  reflecting  upon  the  condudt  of 
the  managers  of  the  impeachment, 
and  upon  the  juftice  of  that  houfe. 
The  letter  was  then  read  by  the  clerk, 
and  major  Scott  being  called  to  an  - 
fwer  this  complaint,  avowed  himfclf 
to  be  the  author  of  the  letter  in 
queftion  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  de¬ 
clared,  that  no  man  living  had  a 
higher  refpedt  for  the  rules  of  the 
houfe  than  he  had ;  and  if  he  had 
broken  them,  he  had  done  fo  unin¬ 
tentionally,  and  was  forry  for  it. 
The  honourable  major  then  entered 
into  a  general  j unification  of  his 
letter,  and  declared,  that  if  he  had 
been  guilty  of  an  error  in  his  con¬ 
duct,  he  had  been  drawn  into  it  by 
great  examples.  He  then  entered 
into  a  variety  of  publications  by 
Mr,  Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  ge- 


GISTER,  1790. 

neral  Burgoyne,  which  he  confi- 
dered  to  be  by  far  ftronger  libels 
than  he  had  ever  v/ritten. 

Major  Scott,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  houfe,  having  given 
in  his  defence,  immediately  with¬ 
drew. 

General  Burgoyne  then  moved, 
“  That  it  is  qgainft  the  law  and 
ufage  of  parliament,  and  a  high 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  houle, 
to  write  or  publifh,  or  caule  to  be 
written  or  publifhed,  any  fcandalous 
or  libellous  reflections  on  the  honour 
and  juftice  of  this  houfe,  in  any  of 
the  impeachments  or  profecutions  in 
which  it  is  engaged,”  Which  be¬ 
ing  voted  without  a  divifion,  he 
nexthnoved,  “  That  it  appears  to 
this  houfe,  that  the  letter  now  deli¬ 
vered  in,  is  a  fcandalous  and  libel¬ 
lous  paper  reflecting  on  the  honour 
and  juftice  of  this  houfe,  and  on  the 
conduct  of  the  managers  appointed 
to  conduct  the  impeachment  now 
proceeding  againft  Warren  Haft¬ 
ings,  efq.” 

Upon  the  fuggeftion  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  that  in  a 
matter  relativb  to  their  own  privi¬ 
leges,  and  efpecially  as  a  great 
laxity  of  practice  had  of  late  years 
obtained  with  refpedt  to  publica¬ 
tions  upon  the  proceedings  of  par¬ 
liament,  the  houfe  ought  to  proceed 
with  all  poftible  caution.  He  then 
moved,  that  the  debate  be  adjourn¬ 
ed  to  Thurfday,  the  27th  of  May, 
It  was  then  refumed,  and  after  a 
long  converfation,  in  which  the 
prevailing  abufes  of  the  freedom  of 
the  prefs  were  pointedly  difeufled, 
the  motion  was  adopted. 

It  was  then  moved,  “  That  John 
Scott,  efq.  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
in  publiihing  the  faid  letter,  was 
guilty  of  a  grofs  and  fcandalous  li- 
4-  bel, 
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bel,  reflecting  upon  thehoufe  of  com- 
moos,  and  upon  the  managers  of  the 
impeachmefit.” 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr, 
WigIey,who  thought  that  the  houfe, 
in  its  juflice,  ought  not  to  proceed 
in  a  fevere  manner  againft  the  ho¬ 
nourable  member ;  who,  he  laid, 
had  already  made  the  molt  fatisfac- 
tory  and  fufficient  apology  for  what 
he  flood  accufed  of.  He  then  made 
a  number  of  obfervations  on  fe- 
veral  pamphlets  written  by  gentle¬ 
men  on  the  fide  of  oppofition  ;  and 
thought  that  the  houfe,  as  well  as  the 
honourable  member  accufed,  had  a 
right  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of 
thofe  pamphlets,  and  to  proceed 
upon  them  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  houfe  is  now  doing  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe. 

After  federal  amendments  pro- 
pofed  by  different  members,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  motion  Ihould  fland 
as  follows :  “  That  John  Scott,  efq. 
having  avowed  himfelf  to  be  the  wri¬ 
ter  of  the  faid  letter,  was  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
that  houfe,  and  of  reflecting  upon  the 
managers  of  the  impeachment.’’ 

Mr.  Jekyll  then  moved  thev  pre¬ 
vious  queflion ;  which  was  nega¬ 
tived,  and  the  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

General  Burgoyne  then  moved. 
That  major  Scott  be  reprimanded 
at  the  bar  of  that  houfe,  for  his  con¬ 
duct  in  publishing  the  faid  libel.” 

This  motion  brought  on  a  very 
long  and  perfonal  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  took  a  part;  and,  after  a  confi- 
derable  oppofition,  it  was  agreed 
that  major  Scott  fhould  be  repri¬ 
manded  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  moved,  that  John 
Scott,  efq;  do  attend  in  his  place  in 
that  houfe  to-morrow* 

v 


EI0s 

The  order  of  the  day  being  then 
read  for  the  attendance  of  John 
Scott,  efq.  in  his  place,  and  the 
ftrangers  being  ordered  to  with¬ 
draw,  he  was  reprimanded  by  the 
fpeaker  in  the  following  terms : 

“  Mr.  Scott,  the  houfe  have  re- 
folved,  that  you,  being  the  author  of 
a  letter  which  the  houfe  have  de¬ 
clared  to  be  a  fcandalous  and  libel¬ 
lous  paper,  reflecting  on  the  honour 
and  juflice  of  this  houfe,  and  on  the 
conduit  of  the  managers  appointed 
to  manage  the  impeachment  now  de¬ 
pending  againit  Warren  Haflings, 
efq.  are  guilty  of  a  violation  of  your 
duty  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  and 
of  a  high  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
this  houfe. 

“  On  the  nature  and  magnitude 
of  your  offence  it  is  unneceffary  for 
me  to  dwell :  whatever  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  depreciate  the  honour  and 
juflice  of  this  houfe,  particularly  in 
the  exercife  of  its  inquiiitorial  func¬ 
tions,  tends  in  the  fame  proportion 
to  weaken  and  degrade  the  energies 
and  dignity  of  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion. 

“  The  privileges  of  this  houfe 
have  a  claim  to  the  refpeCt  of  every 
fubjeCt  of  this  country.  As  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  houfe,  it  is  your  duty,  as 
it  is  a  part  of  your  truft,  to  fupport 
and  protect  them.  Had  a  fenfe  of 
thefe  obligations  produced  its  due 
influence  on  your  mind  and  conduCt, 
you  would  have  avoided  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  houfe,  and  I  fhould 
have  been  fpared  the  pain  of  de¬ 
claring  to  you  the  refult  Gf  it.  The 
moderation  of  the  houfe  is  not, 
however,  lefs  manifeft  on  this  occa- 
fion,  than  their  juft  fenfe  of  their 
own  dignity,  and  of  the  importance 
of  their  own  privileges.  It  is  my 
duty,  in  addrefTmg  you,  to  be  guid¬ 
ed  by  the  lenity  which  marks  their 
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proceedings ;  and  in  the  perfuafion 
that  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  will 
operate  as  an  effectual  admonition 
to  yourfelf  and  to  others,  I  forbear 
to  fay  more,  than  that  the  houfe 
have  directed  that  I  reprimand  you 
for  your  faid  offence;  and,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  their  commands,  I  do  re¬ 
primand  you  accordingly.” 

On  the  i  oth  day  of  J  une,  the  king 
put  an  end  to  the  feffion  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  which  he  ac¬ 
quainted  the  two  houfes  that  he  had 
yet  received  no  fatisfadtory  anfwer 
from  Madrid ;  ahd  was  therefore, 
under  the  ncceffity  of  continuing  to 
proceed  with  expedition  and  vigour 
in  preparations  for  war,  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  which  he  had  received 
the  ftrongeft  affurances  from  his  al¬ 
lies,  of  their  determination  to  fulfil 
the  engagements  of  the  exiftine 
treaties. 

He  then  informed  them  of  his  in¬ 
tention  of  immediately  diffolving 
the  prefent,  and  calling  a  new  par¬ 
liament;  thanked  them  for  the  proofs 
they  had  given  of  loyalty  to  his  per- 
lon,  of  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  the  conftitution,  and  of  attention 
to  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of 
the  people  ;  and  concluded  by  de¬ 
claring,  that  as  the  loyalty  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit,  the  induftry  and  enterpj  ize 
of  his  fubje&s,  had  feconded  their 
exertions,  fo  he  could  rely  on  their 
fenfe  of  the  advantages  which  they 
at  prefent  experience,  as  well  as  on 
th  eir  uniform  and  affectionate  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,  for  a  continuance  of  that  har¬ 
mony  and  confidence  which  mu  ft  at 
all  times  afford  the  fureft  means  of 
meeting  the  exigencies  of  war,  or 
of  cultivating,  with  increafing  bene¬ 
fit,  the  bleffmgs  of  peace. 

On  the  day  following  this  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  was  the  fix  teen  th  par- 
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liament  of  Great-Britain,  and  had 
now  fat  feven  fefiions,  was  diffolved 
by  proclamation. 

Previous  to  meeting  of  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Ireland,  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  after  a  refidence  of 
two  years,  was  recalled  from  that 
kingdom,  and  the  Earl  of  Weftmor- 
land  appointed  the  lord  lieutenant 
in  his  ftead;  a  meafure  which  was 
probably  adopted  on  account  of 
the  mifunderftanding  which  had 
happened  in  the  laft  Teflion  between 
the  houfe  of  commons  and  the  for¬ 
mer,  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  re¬ 
gency  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent 
an y  obftrudtion  to  the  affairs  of  go¬ 
vernment,  that  might  arife  from  a 
retrofpedl  to  the  tranfadtions  of  that 
period. 

The  feffion  was  opened  on  thd 
twenty-firft  day  of  January  by  a 
fpeech  from  the.  throne,  which  went 
upon  the  ufual  topics ;  but  upon  the 
report  of  the  addrefs  an  addition  to 
it  was  moved,  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
by  lord  Portarlington,  and  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  in  the  commons,  expref¬ 
ling  “  the  apprehenfions  which  they 
“  entertained  from  the  great  in-? 
“  creafe  of  minifterial  influence  and 
“  corruption,  and  requefting  his 
“  Majefty  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the 
“  growing  evil,  by  abolifhing  un- 
fC  neceffary  and  burthenfcme  places 
“  and  eftabliftiments.”  This  amend¬ 
ment  was  rejedted  in  both  houfes, 
after  long  and  warm  debates,  by 
large  majorities  in  the  houfe  of 
lords;  a  ftrong  and  fpirited  proteft 
was  entered  and  figned  by  the 
eight  diffenting  peers. 

On  the  firft  of  February,  Mr. 
Grattan,  after  reprobating,  in  a  long 
fpeech,  the  corrupt  fyftem  of  go¬ 
vernment  which  prevailed  in  that 
country,,  and  pointing  out  the  ne- 
ceffity  for  that  houfe  to  interfere 

for 
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for  the  purpofe  of  prote&ing  the 
people  from  the  burthens  it  occa¬ 
sioned,  made  the  following  motion, 
<<  That  the  refolutions  of  this  houfe 
«  again  ft  increafing  the  number  of 
“  the  comm iftio Tiers  of  the  revenue, 
“  and  dividing  the  boards,  be  laid 
«  before  his  Majefty,  with  an  huin- 
«  ble  addrefs,  that  his  Majefty  will 
“  be  gracioufly  pleated  to  order  to 
“  be  laid  before  this  houfe  the  par- 
“  ticulars  of  the  reprefentations,  in 
“  confequence  of  which  two  new 
f<  commiffioners  of  cuftoms  have 
“  been  added,  notwithftanding  the 
“  refolutions  of  this  houfe  ;  and  alfo 
“  that  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
“  pleafed  to  communicate  to  his 
“  faithful  commons  the  names  of 
“  the  perfons  concerned  in  recoin - 
“  mending  that  meafure.” 

Mr.  CoriSlly  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion,  which,  after  much  debate,  was 
rejected  by  a  divifion  by  a  majority 
of  135  to  80. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Forbes  called  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  increafe 
of  the  penfion  lift,  and  moved  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  houfe  the  names  of  thofe 
minifters  who  advifed  the  fame. 
This  motion  was  alfo  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  136  to  92. 

The  members  in  oppofttion  were 
not  difeouraged  by  thefe  repeated 
defeats.  On  the  15th  of  February, 

■  Mr.G.  Ponfonby  moved  to  reprelent 
to  his  Majefty,  “  That  his  faithful 
commons,  having  taken  into  confi- 
deration  the  growth  of  public  ex- 
pence  in  the  laft  year,  could  not  but 
obferve  many  new  and  increafed 
falaries  annexed  to  offices  granted  to 
members  of  that  houfe,  no  fewer  in 
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number  than  14 ;  that  fo  rapid  an 
increafe  of  places,  together  with  the 
number  of  additional  penfions,  could 
not  but  alarm  the  houfe ;  and  tho* 
they  never  could  entertain  a  double 
of  his  Majefty’s  aff’e&ion  and  re¬ 
gard  for  his  loyal  kingdom  of  Iren 
land,  yet  they  feared  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fervants  may,  by  mifmforma- 
tion,  fo  far  have  abufed  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  confidence  as  to  have  advifed. 
fuch  meafures  for  the  purpofe  ofin- 
creafing  influence.”  Mr.  Grattan 
feconded  the  motion  :  and  at  one 
o’clock,  after  a  long  debate,  the 
queftion  was  put,  and  the  houfe  di¬ 
vided,  when  there  appeared,  ayes 
87,  nces  146. 

About  the  fame  time  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution  was  moved  in  the 
houfe  of  peers  by  the  duke  of  Lein  fee  r : 

£e  Whereas  the  lord  vifcounl 
Strangford  has  been  deprived  of  a 
penfion,  which,  at  the  requeft  of 
this  hcufe,  his  Majefty  was  gra- 
cioufty  pleafed  to  grant  him,  until 
an  adequate  provifion  fhoul.d  be 
made  for  him  in  his  own  line  of 
profeffion :  and  whereas  no  caufe 
has  been  fuggefted  or  communicat¬ 
ed  to  the  noble  lord  for  fuch  mark 
of  his  Majefty’s  difpleafure  :  the 
houfe,  therefore,  has  every  ground 
to  believe,  that  the  fame  had  refe¬ 
rence  to  his  conduct  in  parliament 
in  the  laft  feffions  ;  and  declare  and 
refolve,  that  the  advifer  of  the  mea¬ 
fure  a  died  difrefp  eel  fully  to  this 
houfe,  unconftitutionally,  and  un- 
dutifully  to  his  Majefty.” 

The  motion  being  put  and  nega¬ 
tived  by  a  majority  of  20,  a  Irrong 
proteft  was  afterwards  entered  in 
the  journals  *. 

The 


*  The  proteft  was  as  follows  : 

Dissentient, 

Becaufe  we  conceive  that  the  power  of  granting  penfions  was  originally  veiled  in 
the  crown,  to  enable  the  fovereign,  whom  the  conilitution  regards  as  the  fountain 
{>i  gratification  and  of  mercy,  to  promote  public  virtue,  by  rewarding  eminent  fer- 
fjees  and  U'anlcendent  merit,  and  to  relieve  th?  diltrefs  into  v/luch  men  of  ancient  and 
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The  parliament  was  Toon  after*  of  April  was  diflolved  by  proc la- 
wards  prorogued,  and  on  the  eighth  mation. 


illuftrious  family  may  have  fallen,  without  any  fault  of  their  own  ;  and  we  are 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  if  penfidns  were  to  be  thus  only  applied,  inftead  of  a  difgrace 
and  grievance,  they  would  become  an  honour  and  advantage  to  the  country  ;  and 
that  the  national  expence,  which  would  by  this  reftriftion  be  reduced  to  a  compa¬ 
rative  trifle,  would  be  borne  and  provided  for  with  the  utmolt  alacrity  j  the  wanton 
application  and  profufe  exorbitancy  of  fuch  gratuities,  and  not  the  power  of  grant¬ 
ing  them,  having  ever  been  the  object  of  complaint  and  animadverfion — thepenfion 
lift,  and  not  the  penfion  eftablilhment. 

Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  from  his  rank  and  circumftances  no  man  had  ever  yet 
a  ftronger  and  more  rightful  claim  to  the  royal  bounty  than  the  lord  vifcount  Strang- 
ford,  in  confequence  of  which,  and  of  the  unanimous  addrefs  of  this  houfe,  a  pen- 
fion  of  400/.  per  anri.^  was,  by  his  Majefty’s  humane  goodnefs  and  gracious  con- 
defcenflon  to  the  wifhes  of  his  faithful  fubjefts  the  peers  of  this  realm,  granted  to 
him  j  of  which  penfion,  however,  he  has  been  lately  deprived  without  any  caufe 
whatsoever  having  been  afligned  for  fuch  deprivation. 

Becaufe  that  when  a  penfion  has  been  granted  to  a  member  of  this  houfe,  in 
confequence  of  an  addrels  from  the  lords,  we  humbly  conceive  that  to  advife  his 
Majefty  to  revoke  the  faid  penfion,  without  previoully  acquainting  their  lordfhips 
with  fuch  intention,  and  with  reafons  of  inch  revocation,  is  highly  difrefpeftful  to 
parliament,  and  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  this  houfe. 

Becaufe  we  have  every  ground  to  believe  that,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  {he  lord 
vifcount  Strangford  has  been  deprived  of  his  penfion  on  account  of  his  conduft  in 
parliament,  as  well  from  the  lilence  of  minifters  refpefting  the  caufe  of  this  public 
mark  of  his  Majefty’s  difpleafure,  as  becaufe  at  the  period  of  the  laid  de¬ 
privation,  and  of  many  others  evidently  on  the  fame  account,  we  have  feen  pen- 
lions  and  places,  fome  of  them  created  for  the  occaiion,  and  even  the  higheft  favours 
of  the  crown  lavifhed  with  a  more  than  uliial  indecency  of  profufion"  and  corrupt 
extravagance,  manifeftly  with  the  view  of  obtaining  undue  influence  in  Parlia¬ 
ment — miniftry  having  thus  evinced  the  tendency  of  their  punilhments  by  that  of 
their  1  ewai ds.  iseithei  can  we,  on  this  occaiion,  avoid  lamenting  the  additional  con- 
vfiftion,  which  every  day  brings  along  with  it,  ofthejuftice  of  our  apprehenfions, 
that  the  aforefaid  mealures,  together  with  many  others,  which  have  for  fome  time 
paft  unceafingly  alarmed  us,  are  to  be  confidered  only  as  parts  of  a  general  fyf- 
tem  to  unde;  mine  tue  hbeities  of  this  country  by  corruption,  and  to  overthrow, 
by  Tapping  them  fiom  within,  thofe  bulwarks  of  our  conftitution,  which  are  too 
flrong  to  be  openly  attacked  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs. 

.becaufe  we  conceive,  that  to  punilh  any  member  of  parliament  on  account  of  his 
parlimentaiy  conduft,  by  depriving  him  of  that  which  hepoflefled  from  his  Majefty’s 
favour,  is  in  the  higheft  degree  unconftitutional,  being  a  dir  eft  interference  of  the 
executive  power  wi'h  the  peculiar  province  and  privilege  of  parliament,  and  an  open 
attack  upon  that  freedom  of  the  legiflative  body  which  is  l'o  eflential ’to  public  li- 
beity  5  and  wo  aie  theiefoie  decidedly  and  firmly  of  opinion,  that  the  man  who 
adviled  out  moft  giacious  lovereign,  whole  truly  royal  mind  is,  we  are  confident, 
uttc.il/  i.  1  Capa  ole  cf  any  fuch  mealure,  unlel's  grofsly  abided  and  milled,  to  revoke 
the  penfion  i'o  rightfully  and  humanely  granted  to  the  lord  vifcount  Strangford, 
has  afted  not  only  difrelpeftfully  to  this  houle,  but  in  manifeft  violation  of  the' fun¬ 
damental  principles  of  the  conftitution. 


Leinster, 

Cora  and  Orrery, 
MqiRA, 

Arran, 


Farnham, 

Ch  A  RLE  MO  NT, 
PORT  ARLINGTON, 
Kd.  Clonfert. 
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Proceedings  of  the  national  ajfemhly  after  the  new  law  had  efiahlijhsd  fame 
order  and  Jecurity  in  Paris .  Apply  clofely  to  the  vafl  mafs  of  public  bufi- 
nefs  upon  their  hands .  Political  annihilation  of  the <  two  frjl  orders  of  the 
fate.  Nezv  laws  for  regulating  elections.  Appellation  of  aCtive  citizens., 
to  whom  applied.  Much  trouble  f  ill  with  the  provinces,  to  bring  them  to  a 
furrender  of  their  peculiar  rights  and  privileges.  France  at  length  divided 
into  eighty -three  departments ,  and  the  term  Province  expunged  from  tba 
language .  Creation  and  organization  of  municipalities .  Letters  de  cachet 
abolijhcd.  Gabelle,  and  others  of  the  mof  obnoxious  taxes ,  abolijhed.  Aff'em- 
bly  enter  into  the  intricate  bufncfs  of  f  nance  ;  augment  the  pay  of  the  army  ; 
and  efablijh  a  new  bank .  Grand  fcheme  for  feizing  the  efates  of  the  c  !ergy> 

and  offering  them  as  a  prefent  to  the  nation,  to  ferve  as  a  fund  and  fecu - 
rity  for  the  difcharge  of  the  public  debts ,  and  to  anfwer ■  other  important 
purpofes.  Some  difficulties  and  obf  ructions,  which  appear  in  the  way  of  car - 
tying  this  fcheme  into  execution ,  are  far  out-balanced  by  the  vaf  advantages 
which  it  is  capable  of  producing.  Decree  puffed,  which  declares  all  the 
ecclefaficaf  efates  to  be  at  the  dfpofal  of  the  nation.  Stipends  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  parijh  priefls,  & c.  Difcontents  rife  to  the  highef  pitch 

amongji  the  clergy ,  many  of  the  bifhops ,  and  nearly  all  the  chapters  in  the 
kingdom ,  protef  againf  the  decree ,  Combination  of  the  canons,  and  endea¬ 
vours  ufed  at  Rome  to  draw  the  maledictions  of  the  church  upon  the  national 
ajfembly .  Great  prudence  and  addrefs  dif played  by  the  affembly  in  its  tranf- 
aelions  with  the  court  of  Rome.  Sovereign  pontiff  feems  to  be  fat  is  fed  with 
their  protef  ations.  France  fwarnis  with  publications  of  every  fort,  in 

profe  and  in  verfe ,  againf  the  national  af  'embly,  its  proceedings  and  defgns . 
Several  of  the  parliaments  attempt  to  he  troublefome,  and  protef  againf  the 
decrees  of  the  ajfembly ;  but  having  lofl  all  influence  with  the  people,  are 
obliged  to  Jubmit  reluctantly  to  their  fate.  P ar Lament  of  Bourdeaux  con¬ 
tinues  longer  in  a  fate  of  turbulence  than  any  of  the  others,  and  endeavours 
to  excite  an  infurredion  in  the  fouth.  Stories  of  plots  and  confpiracies  necef- 
Jary  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  people  in  corf  ant  agitation.  Various  accuja- 
tions  againf  the  king* s  minifers,  and  a  greater  number  againf  the  arifocrates 
in  general.  Animofties  fo  violent  between  fhe  remaining  nobles  in  the  afl 
•  ff  ubly,  and  the  democratical  leaders,  that  frequent  duels  are  the  confequence. 
Nation,  in  general,  J'aid  to  be  unanimous  in  fupperting  the  af  'embly,  and  offers 
to  raije  three  millions  of  foldicrs  in  defence  of  the  nezv  confitution.  '  Situa¬ 
tion  of  the  captive  king  and  of  the  royal  family  in  the  palace,  now  fate  pri- 
fon,  of  the  Fhuilleries.  Ill  effect  produced  at  home  and  abroad,  and  worfe 
conjequenccs  likely  to  enfuc,  from  the  king’s  captivity,  when  his  free  func¬ 
tion  is  neceffary  to  give  validity  to  their  laws ,  caufes  great  uneajinefs  in  the 
national  affembly.  Scheme  formed  to  obviate  thej'e  difficulties,  by  inducing  the 
king  to  appear  to  come  voluntarily  to  the  national  affembly,  to  declare  him- 
f elf  fully  fat  is  fed  with  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  he  confiders  himfelf 
as  being  at  the  head  of  the  revolution ,  Liberal  conduit  of  the  affembly  with 
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refpeSl  to  the  civil  lifl.  King  notwithflanding  firmly  rejects  all  the  p  erf  ta¬ 
fia  ns  ufed  to  induce  him  to  pay  the  defined  vifit.  Great  difirefifes  of  the 
country «  20,000  people  fed  by  charity  at  Lyons.  6,  coo  efiates  advertized 
to  be  fold.  Deere  tod  s'  noble  manuf adturies  at  Louviers  nearly  ruined.  Riots 
at  V erfdilles.  Some  obf  rvations  on  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  that  peo¬ 
ple  through  the  courfe  of  the  king's  troubles.  Parifans  become  again  tumul¬ 
tuous,  and,  without  regard  to  the  general  famine,  vjant  to  have  the  price 
of  bread  fixed  at  a  lower  rate  than  it  could  have  been  afforded  in  the  moji 
.  plentiful  fiafons.  Lheir  rage  increafed  to  the  highefi  pitch  upon  the  ac¬ 
quittal  of  Bezenval  by  the  chatelet.  Form  a  plot  for  forcing  the '  prifon, 
and  murdering  him,  on  their  own  principles  of  funimary  juftice.  All  their 
f  hemes  overthrown,  and  Paris  reduced  to  order ,  through  the  activity  and 
vigour  of  La  Fayette ,  well fupported  by  the  Bourgeofe  militia.  Surrounds 
a  body  of  1,100  of  the  mutineers  at  night,  and  makes  200  of  them,  pr finer  s* 
Chaplet  proceed  to  the  trials  of  Lambefc,  Broglio,  and  others  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  refugees,  for  the  real  or  Juppofed  plot  of  the  preceding  month  of  July . 
Are  all  acquitted,  through  the  failure  of  any  evidence  to  fupport'the  charge . 
Various  con.fpira.cics  apprehended  or  Jpoken  of  for  the  refeue  of  the  king's 
P  erf  on .  L  he  fubjetl  of  the  king's  infant  death,  as  the  afjigned  penalty  for 
any  attempt  to  his  ref  cue ,  a  matter  of  public  converfation  in  all  companies 
and  among  all  ranks,  without  the  fmallefi  expreffon  of  horror,  at  the  idea,  of 
fo  deplorable  a  catafrcphe.  King's  frmnefs  at  length  gives  way,  and  hs 
fiibmits  to  pay  the  propofed  vifit  to  the  national  afiembly ,  and  to  make  a. 
fpeech  nearly  fimilar  to  that  prefer  ibed.  Af'airs  cf  the  clergy  finally  fettled 

their  property  feized,  and  af  i gnats  created. 

\  '  v  * 

AS  foon  as  the  new  law  for  re¬ 
fraining  the  judicial  violences 
;  of  the  mob,  had  produced  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  order  and  fecurity  in  Paris, 
the  national  afiembly  applied  itfelf 
elofely  and  without  interruption  for 
feveral  months  to  the  adjustment  of 
public  bufinefs ;  of  which  they  had 
mil  fuch  an  abundant  quantity  on 
their  hands,  that,  viewed  as  a  whole, 
it  feemed  to  prefent  fuch  an  inex¬ 
tricable  wilderness  of  jarring  ele¬ 
ments,  fortuitoufly  jumbled  together, 
as  no  time  or  care  could  be  fufficient 
to  reduce  to  order  :  for  what  they 
had  hitherto  done  was  rather  to  be 
confidered  as  an  outline,  containing 
hafty  (ketches  of  what  was  further 
intended,  than  as  any  completion  of 
the  feparate  parts  of  the  defig'n. 

But,  independent  of  the  old,  which 
they  had  already  in  any  degree 


gone  through,  they  had  an  infinite 
quantity  of  new  matter  to  confide  r,.. 
arrange,  and  decide  upon. 

Among  the  mo  ft  remarkable  of 
the  meafures  immediately  adopted, 
was  the  political  annihilation,  at  one 
blow,  of  the  two  firft  orders  in  point 
of  dignity,  and  the  two  moft  an¬ 
cient  and  only  original  orders  of  the 
ftate  ;  while  tilings  were  now  ar¬ 
rived  at  fuch  a  pafs,  that  this  degra¬ 
dation  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,  ^nd 
this  total  change  of  the  conftitution, 
was  effected  without  a  fingle  ftrug- 
gle,  by  a  fimple  decree,  which  only 
announced,  in  fo  many  words, 

“  That  there  was  no  longer  any 
diftinftion  of  orders  in  France. 5> 
The  afiembly  then  entered  upon  the  . 
bufinefs  of  elections,  which  required 
an  entirely  new  code  of  laws  or  re¬ 
gulations,  to  fender  it  conformable 
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to  the  prefent  fyflem.  No  reference 
to  the  ancient  form  of  eleding  re- 
prefentative-s  for  the  different  or¬ 
ders  could  of  courfe  be  admitted  or 
thought  of.  .The  regulations  went 
in  the  firil  inftance  to  the  eledion 
of  deputies  in  the  primary  affem- 
blies,  who  were  again  (as  we  have 
already  feen)  to  proceed  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  thofe  deputies  who  were  to 
reprefent  the  nation  in  the  affembly. 
Though  the  right  of  election  in  the 
primary  affemblies  was  laid  open  to 
•the  citizens  at  large,  yet  fome  fmall 
qualification  with  refped  to  property 
was  reauired  to  entitle  them  to  vote; 

JL  . 

a.nd  this  qualification,  fiender /though 
it  v/as,  afforded  no  fmall  fatisfadion 
to,  the  friends  cf  property  and  a  go¬ 
vernment  by  law,  who  .  fancied  that 
both  would  i*Gm  thence  derive  forne 
•degree  of  fecurity.  It  was  farther 
decreed,  that  the  men  thus  entitled 
to  vote  in  the  primary  affemblies, 
ihould  have  their  names  regdffered 
^n  books  kept  for  the  purpofe,  and 
|hould  be  characterized  under  the 
diffindive  appellation  of  a£li~ue  citi~ 
teem.  The  qualification  of  thofe 
who  were  chofen  electors  was  re¬ 
quired  to  be  fome  what  hip  her  than 
that  of.  the  former;  but  the  paying 
any  attention  at  all  to  property, 
however  fmall  that  might  be,  was 
deemed,  on  one  fide,  a  confiderable 
•point  gained.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  moll  violent  of  the  republican 
and  .levelling  party  were  much  out 
of  humour  and  greatly  difiatis- 
ded  at, this  decree  ;  for  they  wanted 
to  throw  the  elections  into  the  hands 
pf  the  whole  people  without  diffinc- 
£ion,-and  no  other  difqualifications 
£0  operate  upon  votes,  than  thofe 
an  fine  from  infancy,  idiotifm,  or 
abfohute  infamy  of  charadcr. 

Notwith (landing  all  that  bad  been 
of  the  alacrity  with  which  the 


provinces  furrendered  their  peculiar 
rights  and  privileges,  it  now  ap¬ 
peared  that  thefe  accounts  required 
to  be  received  with  all  that  caution 
and  doubt,  which  was  fo  generally 
neceffary  with  refped  to  every  thing 
that  was  given  out  or  publilhed  .at 
this  period.  The  cafe  undoubtedly 
was,  that  as  the  deputies  of  the  pri¬ 
vileged  provinces  were  generally 
among  the  mod  forward  in  framing- 
or  adopting  all  the  political  noveli 
ties  of  the  prefent  time,  fo  they 
made  but  little  feruple  of  facrificing 
the  rights  or  privileges  of  their  com 
llituents  to  their  own  peculiar  doc¬ 
trines  or  defigns ;  and  that  -this 
conduct,  not  being  at  all  relilhed  by 
great  numbers  of  people  in  the 
country,  their  diffatisfadion  occa¬ 
sioned  thofe  difficulties  which  .the 
affiembly  now'  experienced;  and 
which  were  indeed  fo  confiderable* 
that  it  Teemed  as  if  that  body 
had  been  only  commencing  the  bu- 
iinefs.  That  the  matter  was  deem¬ 
ed  really  ferious,  appears 'from  the 
demccratical  writers,  who  inform 
us,  that  the  diffatisiadion  upon  this 
fubjed  in  the  provinces,  afforded 
the  only  ffitong  ground  of  hope 
which  the  arillocrates  now  poffei- 
fed  ;  *<  for,  finding  themfeives  unable 
to  deffiroy  the  kingdom,  they  had, 
however,  the  confolation  left,  that 
by  this  means  they  might  be  able  t© 
dill-rad  her.,; 

The  diviuon  of  power  was  to© 
unequal  to  admit  of  any  great  con- 
teft  ;  nor  do  we  hear  of  any  particu¬ 
lar  ad,  done  by,  or  imputed  to  the 
ariftocrates.  The  afiembly,  to  ren¬ 
der  every  thing  qpvel,  and  to  de¬ 
stroy  all  veftiges  cf  whatever  paffed 
before  their  own  reign,  fiicceeded 
in  expunging  the  term  *  Province/ 
from  the  French  vocabulary.  They 
divided  the  kingdom  into  cighty- 
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three  parts,  which  were  dihinguifh- 
ed  by  the  appellation  of  Depart¬ 
ments,  and  thefe  were  fubdivided 
into  other  portions,  under  the  name 
of  Dikrids  and  Cantons.  Thus,  by 
cutting  off  a  few  heads  under  the 
name  of  Provinces,  a  new  multi¬ 
plied  generation  fprung  up,  like 
thofe  of  the  hydra,  which  became  in 
due  time  fufHciently  troublesome  in 
their  management;  and  thus  the 
geography  of  France  being  totally 
changed,  and  rendered  as  obfolete 
in  an'  inftant,  as  that  of  Gaul  un¬ 
der  Julius  Casfar  ;  new  maps  be¬ 
came  neceflary,  to  trace  out  or  diain- 
guifh  places  with  which  we  were  the 
mok  intimately  acquainted.  It 
mull,  however,  he  acknowledged, 
that  whatever  faults  or  inconveni- 
encies  other  parts  of  this  fykem 
were  chargeable  with,  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  exclufive  privileges  of 
peculiar  provinces,  and  the  laying 
them  on  one  common  level  of  law 
and  government  with  the  re  It  of  the 
kingdom,  was  certainly  a  meafure 
of  no  fmall  public  utility.  Upon 
this  diviiion,  above  two  thoufand 
deputies  of  the  provinces,  cities,  and 
boroughs  which  were  affeded,  hyr- 
fied  ll.aightway  to  Paris  from  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to 
maintain  and  ekablifh  their  refpec- 
tive  pretenlions  ;  and  fo  many  diffi¬ 
culties  kill  remained  to  be  fur- 
tnounted,  that  it  coit  three  months 
of  the  moil  laborious  and  painful 
application,  before  the  final  arrange¬ 
ment  and  divifion  were  completed. 
“Then,”  faysRabaut,"  the  kingdom 
was  consolidated,  and  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  confederacy  of  republics 
was  done  away.” 

The  affembly  during  this  time 
went  through  another  talk,  which 
they  confidered  of  great  import  : 
this  was  tire  organization  of  the  mu¬ 


nicipalities,  or  interior  governments* 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Though 
thefe,  in  their  compofition  and  con- 
krudion,  bore  a  clofe  referrblance 
to  our  parifh  vekries  in  England, 
yet,  from  the  extraordinary  powers 
with  which  they  were  endued,  or  at 
leak  which  they  affumed,  and  which 
produced  the  fame  effed  as  if  they 
legally  poffcffed  them,  together  with 
the  infinity  of  their  number,  the  ig¬ 
norance,  and  unfitnefs  of  character 
in  other  refpeds,  which  too  gene¬ 
rally  prevailed  among  their  mem¬ 
bers,  they  became  the  immediate 
inkruments  of  a  moil  deplorable 
tyranny,  which,  being  every  where 
ip  read,  nothing  could  efcape  or 
evade,  and  which  the  aggrieved 
could  find  no  power  any  where  to 
refill.  It  feemed  as  if  the  new  go¬ 
vernment,  being  founded  upon  un¬ 
tried  principles  in  fome  inkances, 
and  in  others  run  up  hailily  with¬ 
out  any,  as  occaiion  and  circum- 
llance  concurred  in  favouring  the 
erection ;  fo,  among  the  numerous 
buttreffes  neceflary  to  fu’pply  fuch 
glaring  and  dangerous  deficiencies, 
this  was  not  the  leak  confpicuous, 
that  one  half  of  the  people  ihould 
be  officially  conllituted  fpies  upon, 
and  consequently  makers  of,  the 
other  half. 

The  affembly  abolifhed  letters 
de  cachet,  a  meafure,  which  if  not 
entirely  needlefs,  was  certainly  an 
ad  of  patriotifin  on  their  fide,  as 
there  was  no  power  in  the  nation, 
except  their  own,  by  which  they 
could  be  iffued.  They  likewife  if- 
filed  a  number  of  regulations  with 
refped  to  the  taxes,  moil  of  which, 
as  they  were  never  paid,  feemed  no 
longer  to  exift.  As  if' it  had  been 
to  give  countenance  to  that  obfer- 
vation  fo  often  repeated,  that  their 
genius  and  difpofitioir  fed  mere  fo 
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teftroy  than  to  build  up  or  repair, 
lotwithftanding  the  failure  of  al- 
noft  all  the  other  taxes,  excepting 
he  partial  new  one  upon  eftates, 
hey  totally  fupprefted  the  odious 
3abelle,  or  tax  upon  fait ;  a  mea- 
ure  which  the  king,  (as  we  have 
brmerly  fhevvn)  in  the  days  of 
rope,  if  not  of  happinefs,  fo  de¬ 
voutly  wifhed  to  have  accomplilh- 
?d ;  but  which  the  continued  oppo- 
ition  to  his  meafures  by  the  parlia- 
nent  of  Paris,  and  the  confequent 
mpoffibility  of  his  finding  a  fubfti- 
:ute  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  gor 
vernment,  rendered  him  incapable 
jf  carrying  into  effeft.  They  like- 
tvife  in  fome  time  abolifhed  the 
heavy  tax  on  tobacco,  which  was 
nearly  confidered  as  much  a  necef- 
fary  of  life  as  jalt  itfelf;  and  which, 
in  confequence  of  this  regulation, 
ms  thrown  into  the  common  mafs 
nf  articles  of  general  commerce. 
Nor  was  their  condudft  lefs  merito¬ 
rious  in  fupprefiing  others  of  the 
mod  obnoxious  taxes. 

The  aftembly  did  not  flop  here ; 
they  entered  boldly  into  the  untried 
and  intricate  walks  of  finance, 
where  they  were  to  encounter  a 
fubjeft  of  which  they  were  mo  ft  de¬ 
plorably  ignorant.  They  feemed 
fenfiLle  of  the  difadvantage  they 
were  under,  and  did  not  venture 
much.  They,  however,  faw  the 
prudence  and  expedience  of  aug¬ 
menting  the  pay  of  the  army  ;  and 
likewife  eftabliihed  a  new  govern¬ 
mental  bank,  under  the  name  of 
Qaijje  de  V Extraordinaire. 

Thefe  were  only  obje&s  of  fe^ 
condary,  and  comparatively  fmall 
confideratipn,  when  oppofed  to,  or 
eftimated  by  that  grand  one  which 
had  occupied  the  mind  of  the  af¬ 
fembly,  ever  fince  the  eftablilhment 
of  foie  and  unlimited  power  in  the 
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hands  of  the  third  eftate ;  and  which 
had  probably  been  much  earlier  a 
fubjedl  of  frequent  contemplation. 
This  grand  fcheme,  and  fo  it  well 
might  be  called,  from  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  confequences  which  it  was 
to  produce,  was  to  find  a  fund  of  fo 
vaft  a  magnitude,  that  it  fhould  not 
only  reach  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
whole  national  debt,  enormous  as 
that  was,  but  that  it  fhould  leave 
fuch  a  furplus  ’l^liiiKl,  as  would  be 
capable  of  providing  for  thofe  new, 
and  as  yet  unknown  contingencies, 
which  the  new  change  of  affairs  was 
liable  to  produce.  One  of  the 
newly  promulgated  doftrines  was, 
that  all  things  were  to  give  way  to 
the  good  .of  the  public,  or  perhaps, 
more  corredlly,  that  the  lives  and 
property  of  individuals  were  no 
matters  of  confideration,  in  any 
queftion  where  they  interfered  with 
the  benefit  of  the  whole.  In  a 
word,  that  every  thing  belonged  to 
the  nation,  indefinite  as  that  term 
was,  while  the  individuals  who  com- 
pofed  this  great  aggregate,  had 
no  fecurity  in  any  thing ;  and  the 
good  of  the  whole,  if  the  practice 
founded  on  it  could  be  carried  to 
the  utmoft  extent  of  the  doftrine, 
might  lead  to  the  dilapidation  and 
ruin  of  all  the  parts  feparately. 

There  was  no  merit  in  discover¬ 
ing  the  fund  which  was  to  anfwer 
thefe  vaft  purpofes,  for  that  was  at 
hand,  and  in  full  view ;  it  was  no 
other  than  the  great  landed  eftates 
of  the  clergy  :  indeed  it  was  barely 
the  foil;  for  they  had  already  given 
up  the  royalties  and  exclufive  pri¬ 
vileges,  which  had,  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  monarchy,  been  at¬ 
tached  to,  and  confidered  as  a  part; 
of  their  eftates.  Though  the  im- 
menfe  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
this  fcheme  were  obvious  to  every¬ 
body. 
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body,  yet  it  feemed  as  if  fome  dif¬ 
ficulties  were  likely  to  arife  on  the 
queftion  of  juftice,  with  relpedl  to 
fhe  intended  application  of  the  fund. 
Some  of  theie  feemed  more  pecu¬ 
liarly  to  afteft  France  than  they 
could  have  done  any  other  country. 
For,  being  the  only  people  upon 
earth  who  had  ever  at  once  been 
transformed  into  a  nation  of  philo- 
fophers,  it  feemed  incumbent  upon 
them,  at  lead  for  a  time,  to  adhere 
clofely  to  the  rules  and  principles  of 
that  fublime  Science.  Now  as  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  Cicero,  who,  without  for¬ 
mally  aiTuming  the  name,  was  deem¬ 
ed  in  his  day  no  inconfiderable  phi- 
lofopher,  who  was  certainly  extreme¬ 
ly  well  verfed  in  their  hiliory  and 
doflrines,  and  who  could  not  pofli- 
bly  have  laboured  under  an y  of  the 
prejudices  imputed  by  modem  phi- 
lofophers  to  chriftianity,  does  not, 
in  his  admirable  treatife  of  the  mo¬ 
ral  and  relative  duties  of  men  in  a 
bate  of  fociety,  (which  may  be  corft 
fidered  as  fuch  a  compendium  of 
the  cafuiftry  of  the  antient  heathen 
world,  as  could  not  other  wife  at  this 
time  have  exifted)  admit  expedi¬ 
ence  or  profit  to  afford  any  right 
whatever  for  feizing  the  goods  of 
others ;  and  even  carried  this  doc¬ 
trine  fo  far,  as  not  to  allow  any 
thing  to  be  profitable  which  was  not 
honourable,  nor  any  thing  honour¬ 
able  which  was  not  honeft  and  juft; 
thefe  old-fafhioned  doctrines,  which 
it  might  have  been  fuppofed  would 
have  vanithed  under  the  illumina¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  day,  were,  not- 
withftanding,  troublefome  impedi¬ 
ments  in  the  way  of  the  grand  de- 
fign.  But  the-  fuperiority  of  the 
new  philofophy,  and  of  the  genius 
pofteffed  by  its  profeffors,  foon  ap¬ 
peared  triumphant.  The  principle 
couched  in  the  fhort  apothegmati- 


cal  fentence,  that  every  thing  be¬ 
longed  to  the  nation,  happily  re¬ 
moved  every  difficulty,  and  allured 
to  it  this  great  property. 

No  revolution  was  perhaps  ever 
fignalized  by  fo  bold  and  fo  grand 
a  llroke  as  this.  It  was  bold  in  the 
extreme,  becaufe  the  people,  having 
juft  thrown  off  every  degree  of  fub- 
ordinadon,  were  grown  fo  frantic 
by  their  eafy  fuccefs,  that  they  could! 
neither  think,  nor  it  might  be  faid 
dream,  of  any  thing  but  farther  in¬ 
novations,  and  of  new  ‘revolutions, 
which  they  concluded  might  be 
purchafed  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  and 
accompiifhed  with  as  much  eafe,  a$ 
the  former.  But  along  with  this, 
the  number  of  clergy  in  the  king¬ 
dom  was  eftimated  at  about  1 30,000 ; 
and  though  this  numerous  body 
fhould  be  ftripped  of  all  the  weight 
derived  from  rank  and  property, 
yet  they  could  not  but  bill  retain 
fome  confiderable  influence  over 
thofe  people  among  whom  they  had 
pafted  their  lives  in  habits  of  the1 
greateft  intimacy  and  friendfhip, 
befides  being:  their  teachers  and  di- 

O  t  1 

reflors  in  thofe  Chriftian  duties, 
which  at  tljiat  dm2  had  been  confi- 
dered  of  the  laft  importance  to 
mankind.  Now,  though  the  pro- 
felFed  and  real  philofophers  had  long 
fince  fhaken  oft  with  difdain  all  the 
manacles  of  religion,  yet  it  was  ap¬ 
prehended,  and  indeed,  however  it 
might  be  lamented,  well  known,  that 
the  bulk  of  the  people  had  not  yet 
been  fufficiently  illuminated,  to  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  get  rid  of  their  antient 
prejudices,  or,  •  according  to  the 
new  vocabulary,  fuperftitions ;  for 
though  with  refpeft  to  other  mat¬ 
ters  they  feemed  Fufficiently  irreli¬ 
gious,  yet  as  that  was  not  a  philo¬ 
sophical  irreligion,  which  is  ever 
invincible,  but  was  derived  fror» 

idlenefs. 
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idlenefs,  wantonnefs,  and  thofe  paf- 
ffions  which  are  apt  to  predominate 
over  mankind,  fo  it  was  liable  to 
receive  a  bias,  and  take  a  direction, 
very  different  from  what  might  be 
wifhed.  It  was  farther  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  court  of  Rome; 
however  degraded  or  fallen,  had 
not  yet  loll  all  its  influence ;  and 
that  even  the  thunders  of  the  Vati¬ 
can,  long  as  they  had  remained  dor¬ 
mant,  might,  in  certain  cafes,  and 
under  certain  circumftances,  fliil 
produce  fome  untoward  effed,  efpe- 
cially  with  refped  to  thofe  wreak 
minds,  who  continued  to  be  incum¬ 
bered  with  any  religious  fcruples. 

|  Nor  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
:  Roman  catholic  powers  in  general, 

|  would  behold  with  indifference  fo 
numerous,  f»  ancient,  and  fo  emi¬ 
nent  a  body,  as  the  members  of  the 
Gallican  church  had  for  a  long 
fucceffion  of  ages  been,  at  once 
Rripped  of  their  dignities  and  pro  -> 
.petty,  without  any  legal  forfeiture 
incurred,  or  even  the  charge  or 
pretence  of  a  crime  laid  to  cover 
'the  violence  and  outrage.  JtNwas 
A  great  misfortune  to  the  caufe  of 
philofophy,  and  indeed  a  great  de¬ 
triment  to  it,,  that  the  proteflant 
Rates,  flill  adhered  firmly  to  the 
dodrines  and  principles  of  Chrifli- 
anity  ;  it  had  happened  likewdfe, 
from  fome  peculiar  difpofition  of 
mind  which  may  not  be  eafily  ac¬ 
counted  for,  as  it  formed  no  excl  u- 
Rve  or  peculiar  part  of  their  fyflem 
of  morality,  that  many  individuals 
among  them  had  ever  been  much 
in  the  habit,  even  where  they  had 
no  dired  intereft,  of  enquiring 
Rridly  into,  and  deciding  promptly 
and  flurdily  upon,  fo  far  as  a  publi¬ 
cation  of  reafon  and  opinion  could 
be  called  a  decifion,  all  queflions 
of  right  and  wrong  among  men, 
Vol.  XXXII. 
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without  their  being  generally  much 
fwayed  by  the  quality  or  power  of 
any  of  the  parties.  This  difpofition 
in  individuals,  leemed  to  operate  no 
lefs  upon  the  Rates  of  that  perfua- 
fion,  where  they  had  power  fufficient 
to  carry  the  theory  into  pradice  ; 
and  they  have  accordingly  been 
noted  in  feveral  in  Ranees,  for  re¬ 
pelling  injury  and  injuftice  with  re- 
fped  to  others,  as  well  as  to  them- 
felves.  It  was  a  farther  misfortune 
with  refped  to  the'proteRant  Rates, 
that  being  all,  even  the  fmalieR  of 
them,  more  or  lefs  commercial,  they 
paid  a  Rrid  regard  to  the  rights 
and  fecurity  of  property  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  and,  it  was  too  much  to 
be  apprehended,  would  be  Rruck,. 
even  with  horror,  at  the  eRablilh- 
ment  of  a  precedent  which  went  to 
lhake  and  ioofen  the  foundations  of 
all  the  landed  property  in  Europe. 
Befides,  that  although  the  pro- 
teRants  diRered  in  many  points  of 
dodrine  as  well  as  difeipiine .  from 
the  Romanifts,  yet  that  confiderlng 
them  Rill  as  men,  and  confequently 
as  brethren  poffeffing  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  nature  with  themfelves,  that 
fympathy  fo  natural  to'  mankind, 
and  fo  common  to  the  greateR  part 
of  the  fpecies,  could  not  fail  to 
operate  with  great  force,  at  feeing 
fo  numerous  a  body  of  men,  many 
of  them  eminent  for  their  parts, 
learning,  and  virtues,  become,  fo 
fuddenlv  and  unexpectedly,  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  injury  and  violence. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  befide* 
the  magnitude,  and  the  intriniic 
value  of  the  capital  objed  in  view, 
it  was  accompanied  with  lo  many 
alluring  collateral  circumflances, 
that  it  would  feem,  upon  any  fcherne 
of  calculation,  to  be  an  ad  of  ablo- 
lute  cowardice  not  to  encounter  all 
tbefe  difficulties  and  dangers  for 
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its  attainment.  In  the  firft  place, 
however  neceftary  the  phrenzy  of 
liberty  which  intoxicated  the  peo¬ 
ple  was  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
the  revolution,  it  was  feen  to  be 
totally  incompatible  with  thofe  fo- 
ber,  ferious,  and  Heady  maxims  of 
policy,  which  muft  of  neceffity  be 
adopted,  for  the  government  and 
fecurity  of  fo  great  and  extenfive 
a  kingdom ;  large  armies  and  fleets 
muft  be  provided  for,  and  whoever 
the  adminiftrators  might  be,  the 
civil  expences  muft  run  very  high ; 
to  fay  nothing  of  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt,  and  the  fupport  of 
fuch  at  number  of  fortrefles,  as  was 
without  example  in  any  other  coun¬ 
try.  How  then  were  thefe  prodi¬ 
gious  expences  to  be  provided  for, 
fey  a  people  fo  drunk  with  their  new 
liberty,  that  the  bare  name  of  a  tax 
was  in  the  higheft  degree  odious  to 
them ;  and  who,  fo  far  from  being 
pleafed  or  fatisfied  by  the  lighten¬ 
ing  of  tlvir  burthens,  which  the 
abolition  of  the  molt  heavy  and 
obnoxious  of  the  old  ones  produced, 
feemed  on  the  contrary  to  grow  more 
violent  in  their  abhorrence  of  thofe 
which  remained  ?  Force,  which 
has  been  fo  often  ufed  with  eifeft 
in  fuch  cafes,  would  here  have  been 
inevitably  deftructive  ;  the  blowing 
up  of  the  new  fyftem,  and  of  every 
thing  appertaining  to  it,  would  be 
at  once  the  confequence ;  and  ano¬ 
ther  revolution,  the  accidental  birth 
©f  a  moment,  without  form,  order, 
objeft  or  defign,  would  take  place, 
the  final  confequences  of  which  no 
-  man  living  coufd  forefee.  Whereas, 
by  the  attainment  of  the  defired  ob¬ 
ject,  all  thefe  evils  would  be  averted; 
the  golden  age  would  feem  to  be 
renewed ;  taxes,  for  a  time,  would 
no  more  be  heard  of;  government 
would  feem  to  fupport  itfelf;  and 


nothing  but  peace  and  felicity  couTd 
be  expelled  during  the  reign  of  the 
prefent  rulers.  Nor  was  it  perhaps 
forgotten,  among  fo  great  a  number 
of  more  important  objects,  that  the 
attainment  of  this  meafure  would 
free  the  aftembly  from  the  neceffity 
of  entering  deeply  into  that  moll 
difficult  talk  of  financiering. 

The  bufinefs  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  about  the  laft  of  October, 
1789;  and  Rabaut  feems  to  men¬ 
tion,  with  fome  furprize,  that  a  moft 
violent  oppofition  arofe  to  it  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  aftembly.  This, 
oppofition,  however,  produced  fo 
little  effedl,  that  a  decree  was  pafted 
on  the  2d  of  November,  by  which, 
the  ecclefiaftical  eftates  were  all  de¬ 
clared  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
nation ;  fubjefled,  however,  to  the 
following  charges  r  to  the  provid¬ 
ing  in  a  proper  manner  for  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  celebrating  public  vvor- 
fhip,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mi- 
nifters,  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  To  provide  for  the  fecond 
of  thefe  purpofes,  it  was  decreed, 
that  no  parifh  minifter  fhould  have 
a  lefs  falary  than  twelve  hundred 
livres  a  year,  exclufive  of  the  houfe 
and  gardens  hitherto  annexed  to  the 
parfonage.  This  decree,  which  was 
pafted  on  the  fecond,  was  publiftied 
on  the  third  of  November,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  fandion  of  the  captive 
king  on  the  fourth ;  a  circumftance 
which  clearly  demonftrated  the  fa¬ 
cility  with  which  bufinefs  of  the 
greateft  importance  was  conduced 
and  concluded  under  the  prefent 
order  of  things. 

Whatever  degree  of  piety,  chrif- 
tian  forbearance,  and  temper,  might 
be  attributed  to  individuals  among 
the  clergy,  we  cannot  be  furprife'd, 
while  we  confider  them  as  men,  and 
as  cempcfing  a  great  and  numerous 

political 
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political  body  of  the  date,  that  they 
did  not  fubmit  with  entire  patience 
and  refignation  to  this  violent  and 
fatal  blow.  Indeed  the  democrati- 
cal  writers  aifert,  (and  we  are  well 
difpofed  to  give  them  credit  upon 
this  occafion)  that  they  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  move  heaven  and  earth  againft 
the  aifembly,  and  confequently 
againft  the  new  government.  They 
publicly  accufed  the  national  ai¬ 
fembly  of  a  fixed  deiign  totally  to 
deftroy  religion.  Rabaut  fays,  they 
put  in  practice  all  thofe  meafures  fo 
familiar  to  the  church ;  and  which, 
he  fays,  might  perhaps  ha  ye  fuc- 
ceeded,  but  for  the  fuppreflion  of 
tithes.  In  fad,  that  previous  mea- 
fure  afforded  the  beft  guarantee  that 
could  be  given  for  the  fuccefs  and 
fecurity  of  the  prefent;  it  operat¬ 
ing  as  a  njoft  powerful  bribe  in  fe- 
curing  the  voice  and  difpofition  of 
the  multitude.  The  prelate  of 
Treguier  fet  the  example,  which 
was  foon  followed  by  very  many 
other  bilhops,  who,  in  the  words  of 
Rabaut,  “  overfpread  their  refpec- 
tive  diocefes  with  incendiary  man¬ 
dates,  and  negociatea  a  bull  with 
R.ome  for  the  intimidation  of  the 
weak-minded,  and  for  devoting  the 
national  aifembly  to  the  maledic¬ 
tions  of  the  church.”  He  like- 
wife  informs  us,  that  all  the  canons 
of  the  kingdom  entered  into  a  com¬ 
bination,  and  that  almoft  every 
chapter  protefted  againft  the  de¬ 
cree. 

However  ftrongly  fortified  and 
allured  the  national  aifembly  was 
by  its  prefent  vaft  acquifition, 
which  placed  a  fund  of  wealth  in 
its  hands  beyond  all  example  in  the 
hiftory  of  modern  Europe,  yet  it 
Hewed  as  much  prudence,  manage¬ 
ment,  and  addrefs,  in  its  tranfac- 
tions  with  tli$  court  of  Rome,  as  if 
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it  had  been  in  a  fituation  and  cir- 
cumftances  the  direCt  reverie  of 
what  it  really  was.  The  holy  fa¬ 
ther  was  either  cajolled,  or  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  fatisfied,  by  reiterated 
proteftations,  of  the  ftriCl  union  of 
the  national  aifembly  with  the  pope, 
as  head  of  the  chriftian  church,  in 
all  fpiritual  matters ;  as  well  as  of 
their  fidelity  to  the  religion  of  their 
forefathers.  The  weaknefs  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  the  age  of  the  pon¬ 
tiff,  with  a  grievous  fenfe  of  the  hu¬ 
miliations  which  that  fee  had  of  late 
years  experienced,  all  concurred  in 
giving  an  appearance  of  currency 
to  thefe  afiiirances ;  for  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  refinement  of 
Italian  policy  was  fo  totally  ex- 
haufted,  as  that  their  purport  was 
not  thoroughly  comprehended,  and 
their  real  value  duly  eftimated. 

The  democrates  fay,  that  the 
prefs  now  took  an  entirely  new  di¬ 
rection,  and  that  a  prodigious  ma¬ 
nufacture  was  carried  on  of  pam¬ 
phlets  and  periodical  publications 
againft  government.  That  as  it 
was  well  known,  that  books  had 
confiderably  aflifted  the  revolution, 
it  was,  therefore,  imagined,  that 
books  might  effeCt  a  counter-revo¬ 
lution.  That,  the  eccleftaftics  ex¬ 
pected  to  dazzle  the  people  of 
France,  by  dilfeminating  ten  times 
as  many  volumes  againft  the  na¬ 
tional  aifembly  as  there  had  been 
publifhed  in  its  favour ;  that  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  printing  -  preftes,  both 
within  and  without  the  kingdom, 
were  devoted  to  this  pious  mer¬ 
chandize  ;  that,  all  the  different 
kinds  of  ftyle  were  fummoned  to  aid 
the  holy  caufe  ;  poems,  fongs,  epi¬ 
grams,  fatires,  tragedies,  were  writ¬ 
ten  againft  the  national  aifembly, 
againft  its  committees,  againft  its 
molt  celebrated  members,  againft 
[  H  2  ]  the 
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the  city  of  Paris,  and  againft  the 
national  guards,  whom  they  men¬ 
tioned  with  extraordinary  contempt. 
Pamphlets  fucceeded  pamphlets, 
with  a  rapidity  proportioned  to  the 
fury  which  engendered  them.  By  this 
account,  which  is  given  by  Rabaut, 
it  would  feem,  that  the  royalids, 
who  were  ever  too  late  in  all  their 
attempts,  enterprizes  and  defigns, 
were  now,  when  it  was  of  no  ufe, 
feized  with  a  fpirit  of  writing  and 
publication,  which,  if  it  had  ope¬ 
rated  in  due  time,  might  have  been 
produ&ive  to  them,  and  the  caitfe,  of 
the  mod  ui'eful  and  happy  elte&s. 
The  Judas-like  kifs  of  fraternity,  as 
it  was  termed,  by  which  the  clergy 
laid  they  had  been  circumvented 
and  betrayed,  v/as  feldom  forgotten 
in  these  publications. 

The  parliaments,  who  had  fo 
great  a  fhare,  though  indire&ly,  in 
bringing  on  the  prefent  order  of 
things,  which  it  mull,  however,  be 
acknowledged,  they  by  no  means 
forefaw,  began  now  to  Ihudder  at 
the  thoughts  of  their  approaching 
dilTolution,  and  wanted  nothing  but 
power,  to  make  a  vigorous  effort 
for  averting  their  impending  fate. 
Thofe  of  Rouen,  of  Bretagne,  and 
of  Metz,  determined,  however  hope- 
lefs  the  iffue,  not  to  perilli  without 
a  druggie.  They  had  accordingly 
the  hardihood  to  proted  againd  the 
decrees  of  the  national  affembly. 
But  they  foon  experienced  to  their 
grief,  how  diffeient  the  power  was 
which  they  had  now  to  contend 
with,  from  that  which  they  were 
wont  to  inful t  under  the  name  of  the 
royal  authority.  They  were  for- 
faken  and  deferted  by  thofe  towns 
and  thofe  people  on  whom  they  the 
mod  confided,  and  over  whom  they 
fo  lately  held  the  moll  fupreme 
afcendatncy.  Their  fall,  to  which 


they  fubmitted  with  a  bad  grace> 
was  accelerated  by  this  fruitlefs  ef¬ 
fort  ;  and  was  embittered  by  thofe 
lad  and  mod  galling  curfes  of  fallen 
ambition,  by  contempt  and  deru 
fion.  The  parliament  of  Bourdeaux, 
which  dood  fingly,  held  out  much 
longer,  and  was  much  more  trou- 
blefome,  than  the  other  three  :  it 
was  indeed  accufed  of  ufing  every 
podible  exertion  to  excite  an  infar- 
reflion  in  the  South. 

The  newly-created  municipalities 
began  early  to  detract  from  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  which  had  been  formed 
on  their  inditution.  This  failure 
of  defign,  or  misfortune,  was,  as 
ufual,  attributed  entirely  to  the  evil 
machinations  of  the  ariilocrates ; 
who,  it  was  faid,  feeing  that  this 
new  authority  was  the  fir  ft  degree 
in  the  future  adminiftration,  and 
the  only  popular  power  at  that  time 
exilling;  and  always  endeavouring 
by  diminution  or  divifion  to  attain 
the  power  of  dedroying;  they  ufed 
all  their  influence  to  pet  their  own 
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creatures  eledled  into  thefe  authori¬ 
ties.  We  are  told  afterwards,  with 
a  face  of  the  utmod  gravity,  that 
whenever  the  ele&ors  had  been  thus 
led  to  make  an  improper  choice, 
they  became  viflims  to  the  arts  of 
their  enemies;  and  that  the  maffacres 
which  have  taken  place  in  certain 
cities  of  the  kingdom,  were  ccca- 
fioned  by  evil-minded  municipali¬ 
ties.  Thus  was  a  party  ever  at 
hand,  on  which  to  throw  the  odium 
of  every  misfortune,  domedic  or  fo¬ 
reign,  which  could  poffibly  befal 
the  nation. 

As  it  was  neceffary  not  only  to 
keep  the  people  condantly  awake, 
but  in  a  date  of  abfolute  agitation, 
and  as  the  king  and  queen  were  too 
clofely  guarded,  to  admit  of  the;? 
being,  held  out  to  excite  lufpicion 

or 
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or  apprehcnfion,  it  was  eafily  feen 
that  other  proper  objects  fhould  be 
fought  for  on  whom  to  father  new 
plots  and  conspiracies.  For,  though 
the  general  term  of  AriHocrate  could 
and  did  bear  a  great  deal,  yet,  to 
prevent  the  effect  from  growing  lan¬ 
guid,  and  the  public  mind  from  link¬ 
ing  into  a  Hate  of  quiet  and  inacti¬ 
vity,  it  became  occasionally  nccef- 
fary  to  quicken  and  enliven  the 
fcene  by  new  matter,  and  bv  fome 
Appearance  of  Specific  charge,  againH 
fuch  objects  as  feemed  belt  calculated 
for  anfwering  the  purpofe. 

There  was  no  difficulty  in  finding 
thefe  objeCts ;  for  the  king’s  mini- 
flers,  who  were  Hill  Suffered  to  retain 
their  offices,  and  who  Hill  tranfaCted 
ali  bufinefs  in  his  name,  whether 
qualified  or  not  for  discharging  the 
functions, #f  the  high  places  to  which 
they  were  appointed,  were,  from 
their  Situation,  eminently  calculated 
for  this  purpofe.  A  violent  outcry 
was  accordingly  raifed,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  charges  laid  againH  them ; 
though  no  attempt  was  made  to 
bring  them  to  the  point  of  trial  or 
impeachment.  If  fome  of  thefe 
charges  were  foloofe  and  indefinite, 
that  they  would  as  exaitly  Suit  any 
other  body  of  men  as  thofe  againH 
whom  they  were  particularly  di¬ 
rected,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this 
was  the  current  political  language, 
both  in  writing  and  Speaking,  and 
the  eHabliflied  fafhion  of  the  time  ; 
if  others  of  them  feemed  incompre¬ 
hensible  or ' impolfible,  let  it  be  re¬ 
collected,  that  the  people  on  whom 
they  were  intended  to  operate,  were 
touch  more  likely  to  be  fafcinated 
by  thofe  things  which  were  unintel¬ 
ligible  or  incomprehensible,  than  by 
thofe  Simple  faCts,  narrated  in  plain 
language,  which  came  home  to  every 
toan’s  underflanding. 


The  minifiers  were  charged,  with 
Serving  the  caufe  of  the  difaffeCted 
by  their  inaCtion  ;  and  that,  by  re^ 
tarding  the  tranfmiffion  and  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  new  laws,  they  there¬ 
by  delignedly  prolonged  the  exiit- 
ence  of  anarchy ;  indulging  tliem- 
felves  in  the  fond  hope,  that  the 
people,  difguHed  with  continual 
Scenes  of  endlefs  confufion,  would 
call  loudly  for  the  old  government, 
under  which  they  had  enjoyed  a 
Hupid  tranquillity.  That,  at  the 
fame  time,  thefe  foes  to  liberty,  had 
infidioufly  created  a  Scarcity  of 
grain ;  that  they  likewife  had  infi¬ 
dioufly  created  a  Scarcity  of  Specie.; 
and,  that  they  had  infidioufly  re¬ 
filled  to  give  employment  to  the  ar- 
tifans,  in  the  hope,  that  every  clafi 
of  men  becoming  diffatisfied,  the 
people  would,  at  length,  grow 
weary  of  their  own  courage.  Thefe 
were  among  the  principal  charge* 
laid  againH  the  miniHers:  our  read¬ 
ers  are  to  bear  in  mind,  though  it 
Seems  to  have  been  totally  forgotten 
by  the  framers  of  thefe  accufations, 
that  long  Since,  and  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  revolution, 
ali  prefenf  and  future  adminiHra- 
tions  were  rendered  direitly  anfwer- 
able,  and  perfonally  refponfible  to 
the  national  affembly,  for  every  part 
of  their  conduit ;  fo  that  neither  the' 
king’s  name  would  afford  Sanction# 
nor  his  direit  orders  a  j unification, 
for  their  adopting  any  meafure  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Sentiments  of  that  body? 
even  fuppofing  the  king  to  be  now 
a  free  agent,  and  capable  of  tranf- 
aiting  any  bufinefs, 

The  charges  againH  the  ariHo- 
crates  in  general,  or  more  particu-f 
larly  againlt  the  moH  confiderabl* 
and  aftive  members  of  the  two  ruin¬ 
ed  orders,  were  more  abundant  than 
thofe  agaimt  the  miniHers.  Thefe 
[#  3  ]  innle- 
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malecontents  were  {aid  to  be  dif- 
perfed  through  every  court  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  were  laid  to  be  feconded 
in  almoft  all,  by  the  French  ambaf- 
fadors  at  thofe  refpedlive  courts ; 
their  joint  endeavours  being  to  dif- 
feminate  every  where  their  own  in¬ 
vincible  hatred  againft  their  native 
country.  That  in  thofe  courts  they 
laid  the  foundations  of  a  general 
confederacy  of  all  the  powers  of 
Chriftendom  againft  France.  That 
their  object  was,  to  perfuade  the  fe- 
veral  crowned  heads,  that  this  caufe 
was  the  caufe  of  all  kings,  and,  that 
it  behoved  them  all  equally  to  unite 
their  common  ftrength,  in  order  to 
reftore  the  arbitrary  authority  of 
Lewis  XVI.  Imprudent  men  ! 
(Rabaut  exclaims)  whenever  per¬ 
ceived,  that  they  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  teaching  Europe  that  this  was 
alfo  the  cauie  of  nations.  That, 
two  princes,  who  had  taken  refuge 
at  Turin,  alfembled  there  Tome  of 
the  gentry,  and  threatened  France 
with  an  iavalion  by  the  way  of  Nice, 
and  by  the  way  of  Savoy;  and  had 
fent  emiflaries  into  Provence,  to 
Nifmes,  and  to  Lyons,  while  the 
king  of  Sardinia  put  his  army  in 
motion  on  the  frontiers.  It  cannot 
efcape  the  memory  of  molt  of  our 
readers,  how  totally  unprovided  for 
War,  or  even  for  any  degree  of  de¬ 
fence,  that  king  was  long  after,  when 
his  dominions  were  fo  violently  in¬ 
vaded  and  over-run  by  the  French  ; 
and  when  his  moil:  ancient  dukedom 
of  Savoy  was,  fo  far  as  a  decree 
could  give  permanence  to  the  wrong, 
for  ever  annexed  to  the  majefty  of 
the  people  in  the  new  republic. 
The  laft  charge  was  extremely  well 
defigned,  and  could  not  but  produce 
its  intended  effebt.  It  was  to  this 
purpofe,  that,  it  was  then  publicly 
declared,  that  Paris  was  no  longer 


worthy  of  the  prefence  of  her  king  ; 
and  that  Lyons  deferved  the  honour 
of  being  the  capital  of  the  em¬ 
pire. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  animofities 
between  the  democratical  leaders, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  nobles  who 
ft  ill  continued  in  the  affembly,  were 
grown  fo  violent  and  inveter^e, 
that  duels  became  frequent  between 
the  enraged  parties  ;  and  as  the 
laft  appeal  is  made  to  the  fword  in 
the  great  political  debates  of  na¬ 
tions,  fo  here,  the  fmaller  politi¬ 
cal  differences  between  parties  and 
individuals,  were  referred  to  the 
fame  arbitrary  decifion.  And  as  it 
has  been  long  and  often  obferved, 
that  a  change  of  condition  frequent¬ 
ly  produces  a  great  change  in  the 
manners,  and  even,  apparently,  in 
the  nature  of  men,  fo  it  feemed  now, 
that  as  the  democrates  had  already 
ftripped  the  nobility  of  all  power, 
fo  that,  intending  to  be  tlieir  fuccef- 
fors  in  every  thing,  they  would  now 
deprive  them  of  the  only  exciufive 
claim  of  diftinblion  which  was  ftill 
left  untouched,  and  which  they  had 
poffeffed  unrivalled  for  fo  many 
ages,  that  of  a  decided  fuperiority 
in  all  the  hardy  deeds  of  arms  and 
chivalry. 

To  counterbalance  all  thofe  dan¬ 
gers,  real  or  fuppofed,  with  which 
France  was  faid  to  be  environed,  we 
are  informed  that  the  nation  at  large 
was  unanimous  in  fupporting  the 
affembly  :  that  its  table  was  covered 
with  addreffes  from  every  town  and 
city,  expreffiVe  of  their  affebtion,  of 
their  admiration,  and  of  their  grati¬ 
tude  ;  promifing  it  three  millions  of 
foldiers  for  the  defence  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  encouraging  it  to  per-* 
fevere  in  its  pattiotifm.  It  might 
well  be  imagined  that  with  fo  pro¬ 
digious  a  mafs  of  ftrength,  which 
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has  in  no  degree  been  equalled  lince 
the  days  of  Xerxes,  they  had  little 
caufe  to  be  apprehenfive,  of  either 
foreign  invafion  or  domelKc  confpi- 
racy:  and  yet  they  feem  to  have 
been  tremblingly  alive  to  both. 

The  admirers  of  a  flowery  and 
eloquent  ftyle  may  not  be  difpieafed 
at  feeing  the  manner  in  which  our 
author,  Rabaut,  defcribes  the  con¬ 
duct  and  proceedings  of  the  new  foie 
power  of  the  empire  under  thele 
circumftances.  “  The  national  af- 
fembly,  occupied  in  parrying  thefe 
attacks,  was  Hill  advancing  with 
great  ftrides,  trampling  upon  the 
ruins  of  defpotifm,  combating  every 
prejudice,  difcomfiting  every  error, 
making  war  on  every  abufe,  de- 
iiroying  ufurped  rights,  and  re-efta- 
blifhing  that  precious  equality, 
which  gives'hnew  to  nations  the  ro- 
buft  benefits  of  youth,  and  regene¬ 
rates  them,  by  reftoring  them  to 
their  primitive  Hate  of  purity.” 
We  know  forne  cavillers  might  afk. 
How  that  equality  could  be  re-efta* 
blifhed  which  never  before  fnbfift- 
ed?  and  might  hkewife  perverfely 
enquire.  In  what  period  of  the  gol¬ 
den  age  that  primitive  purity  exit¬ 
ed,  to  which  the  people  were  now  fo 
happily  reftored?  But  it  might  well 
be  anlwered.  That  fuch  men,  who 
would  wifh  to  manacle  eloquence, 
and  to  lhackle  flowery  defcription, 
mull  be  by  nature  adverfe  to  all  the 
beauties  of  ftyle,  and  graces  of  com- 
pofltion ;  and  mall  like  wife  labour 
hinder  fome  fatal  prejudices,  which 
would  lead  them  to  queflion  the  le¬ 
gitimacy  of  the  new  philofophy. 

We  have  yet  taken  no  fpecific 
notice  of  the  fltuation  of  the  king 
and  the  royal  family  from  the  time 
of  their  removal  to  Paris.  The  pa¬ 
lace  of  the  Thuilleries,  which  was 
deftined  to  be  their  priion,  had  been 


fo  long  uninhabited,  was  fo  much 
out  of  repair,  the  rooms  were  fo 
cold  and  damp,  and  the  furniture, 
either  removed  or  totally  ruined, 
that  there  was  not  a  Angle  apart¬ 
ment  in  the  whole,  which,  with  re- 
fpedft  even  to  health,  independent  of 
appearance  or  convenience,  was  fit 
for  the  reception  of  any  perfon  what¬ 
ever.  Thefe  were  not,  however, 
times  for  the  wafting  of  much  thought 
in  the  contemplation  of  imall  evils, 
when  the  greateft  that  could  occur 
were  conftantly  to  be  apprehended, 
if  not  actually  expected.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  the  apartments,  fo  far 
as  was  immediately  neceffary  to  the 
convenience  of  the  royal  family, 
were  foon  furuiflied,  and  rendered 
other  wile  habitable. 

The  beft  and  moft  authentic  ac¬ 
count  which  we  have  feen  of  .  the 
ftate  of  the  king’s  confinement  is 
given  by  an  Engiiftiman,  whofe  ve¬ 
racity  is  unimpeachable,  and  wh© 
from  the  extenfivenefs  of  his  con¬ 
nections  and  acquaintance  with  per¬ 
fon  3  at  that  time  of  the  firfi  rank  in 
France,  as  well  as  from  his  mixing 
much  with  perfons  of  all  claftbs  and 
condition  in  life,  had  opportunities 
of  information  which  feklom  occur 
to  foreigners.  For  we  are  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  perufing  Rabaut  and 
others  of  the  democratical  writers, 
it  would  never  occur  to  any  reader, 
who  was  not  otherwife  acquainted 
with  the  fubjeft,  that  the  king  had 
been  at  any  time  under  the  fmallell 
degree  whatever  of  reftraint  or  du- 
rels. 

It  appears  from  this  authority, 
that  early  in  the  year  1790,  but 
when,  it  being  near  three  months 
after  the  proceftion  from  Verfailles, 
the  violence  and  fufpicion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  might  be  fuppofed  confiderably 
abated,  that,  at  that  period,  a  body  of 
[  H  4  ]  Soo 
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800  men,  with  t\v“o  pieces  of  cannon, 
mounted  guard  every  morning  at 
T  ,  the  Thuilleries.  That, 

January  ^4  ,  on  a  jay  fpecified,  the 

179°*  writer  beheld  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpeftacle  of  the  king  of 
France  walking  in  the  gardens  with 
fix  grenadiers  of  the  bourgeoife  mi¬ 
litia.  That  the  doors  of  the  gar¬ 
dens  were  kept  Unit  while  he  walk¬ 
ed  in  them,  in  order  to  exclude  all 
perfons  but  deputies,  or  thofe  who 
procured  admiffion  tickets,  from  en¬ 
tering.  That  when  he  re-entered 
the  palace,  the  doors  of  the  gardens 
were  thrown  open  to  all  perfons 
without  diftinftion,  although  the 
queen,  with  a  lady  of  her  court,  was 
ftill  walking  in  them.  That  lhe  was 
likewife  attended  fo  clofely  by  the 
gardes  bourgeoife,  that  file  mufl  have 
fpoken  very  low  not  to  be  overheard 
by  them.  That  the  dauphin  (who 
is  deferibed  as  a  pretty,  well-coun¬ 
tenanced  boy,  of  five  oj:  fix  years 
old)  was  at  work,  with  a  little  hoe 
and  rake,  in  a  frnall  garden  which 
had  been  railed  off  for  his  amufement; 
but  that  even  he  was  not  without 
a  guard  of  two  grenadiers  upon 
him.  Our  author,  who  was  then  a 
ilrong  advocate  for  the  revolution, 
acknowledges  that  it  was  a  {hock- 
ing  fpeftacle,  to  behold  the  royal 
family  thus  fhut  up  clofe  prifon- 
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The  affembly  felt  no  frnall  uneafL 
nefs  at  the  ill  effeft  which  the  con¬ 
finement  of  the  king  (however  it 
was  attempted  to  be  denied  or  pal¬ 
liated)  produced  upon  the  public 
opinion,  in  other  countries  as  well 
as  at  home;  and  of  the  Ilrong  handle 
which  it  afforded  to  their  enemies 
for  calling  in  queftion  the  validity 
pf  thofe  laws  to  which  his  fanftion 


was  extorted,  under  a  ftate  of  re* 
ftraint,  which,  depriving  him  of  all 
free  agency,  rendered  him,  by  the 
laws  and  confent  of  all  nations,  in¬ 
capable  of  any  legal  aft,  or  that 
could  be  binding  on  himfelf,  any 
longer  than  the  compulfion  which 
produced  it  continued  to  operate. 

To  remove  this  difficulty  was 
juftly  confidered  an  objeft  of  the 
greateil  importance  ;  and  no  means 
were  accordingly  to  be  fpared  for 
its  attainment.  This  could  only  be 
accomplifhed  by  perfuafion;  and  the 
facility  of  the  king’s  nature  feemed 
to  afford  no  frnall  hope  of  fuccefs,  in 
any  thing  that  depended  upon  that 
mode  of  proceeding.  The  defign 
was  to  induce  the  fovereign  to  go 
fuddenly,  and  apparently  of  his  own 
mere  motion,  to  the  national  affem¬ 
bly,  and  there,  in  a  fet  fpeech,  to 
declare  himfelf  perfectly  fatkffied 
with  all  their  proceedings,  and  like¬ 
wife,  that  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
being  at  the  head  of  the  revolution, 
in  terms  fo  explicit,  as  to  take  away 
all  idea  or  pretence  of  his  being  in 
a  ffate  of  coercion  or  confinement. 
La  Fayette  was  either  the  framer  of 
this  plan,  or  one  of  thofe  who  was 
moft  fanguine  in  its  purfuit,  and  who 
placed  tfie  greatefl  confidence  in  its 
fuccefs. 

The  affembly  had  juft  difplayed 
an  unexpefted  aft  of  liberality  and 
attention  with  refpeft  to  the  king’s 
perfon,  which  could  not  but  produce 
tiie  greater  effeft  from  its  being  un¬ 
expefted  ;  and  which  could  not  fail 
to  make  a  ftrong  impreffion  on  a 
mind  fo  very  fufceptible  of  gratitude 
as  his  was  known  to  be.  For,  on  the 
queftion  being  propofed,  juft  at  the 
opening  of  the  year,  what  annual 
fum  it  would  be  fitting  to  affign  for 
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the  royal  expences  and  fupport  of 
the  houfehold,  or  what  is  ufually 
called  the  civil  lift,  the  aflembly,  in- 
ftead  of  debating  the  fubjed,  or 
forming  any  refoiution  on  the  ques¬ 
tion,  adopted  the  liberal  meal u re  of 
fending  a  deputation  to  the  leve- 
reign,  with  an  addrefs,  requeuing 
that  he  would  himfelf  name  the  lum 
that  would  be  {Efficient  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  praying,  that  in  lo  doing, 
he  would  confult  lefs  his  fpirit  of 
ceconomy,  than  a  fenfe  of  that  dig¬ 
nity,  which  ought  to  environ  the 
throne  with  a  becoming  fplendour. 
The  liberality  of  this  conduct  gain¬ 
ed  the'  aflembly  great  credit,  and 
brought  them  abundant  praife  from 
all  forts  of  people ;  the  moll  furious 
of  the  enrages  would  have  been  a- 
flamed  to  condemn  the  generofity 
of  the  adion ;  and  the  bittereft  of 
their  enemies  among  the  royalifls 
found  it  difficult  to  refrain  from  fome 
commendation. 

Y et,  notwithftanding  the  apparent 
effed  with  refped  to  other  matters, 
which  this  attention  fhewn  by  the 
aflembly  to  the  perfonal  eafe  and 
dignity  of  the  fovereign  produced 
on  his  mind,  he  totally  rcjeded,  and 
continued  with  great  firmnels  to  re- 
jed,  all  the  perfuafions  which  were 
ufed,  and  all  the  inducements  held 
cut,  to  compafs  his  vviffied-for  vifit, 
and  the  making  of  his  intended 
fpeech  to  that  body.  This  obftinacy, 
as  it  was  termed,  was,  as  ufual  in 
all  cafes,  where  his  condud  did  not 
exadly  fuit  the  wifhes  of  the  pre¬ 
vailing  party,  attributed  entirely  to 
the  machinations  of  the  queen,  who 
was  thereby,  if  poffible,  rendered 
more  odious  than  before. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  and 
numberlefs  benefits  which  had  been 
fhowered  upon  the  people,  nbtwith- 
jftanding  the  remifiion  of  taxes,  or. 


F  E  U  R  O  P  E,  [is* 

what  produced  the  fame  effed,  the 
refufal  of  pay  ing  thofe  that  were  not 
remitted,  and  notwithftanding  thole 
innumerable  and  unfpeakable  blef- 
fings  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  magical  term  of  rege¬ 
neration,  yet,  fuch  is  the  perverfe- 
nefs  at  certain  times  incident  to  the 
affairs  of  mankind,  that  every  clafs 
of  men  in  the  kingdom  was  the  di- 
red  reverfe  of  being  happy,  pro- 
fperous,  or  contented.  There  were 
at  this  time  above  fix  thoufand  land¬ 
ed  eftates,  a  great  number  of  them 
very  confiderable,  publicly  adver¬ 
tized  for  fale  in  France,  and  fcarce- 
ly  a  purchafer  to  be  found  upon  any 
terms.  In  the  capital,  trading,  and 
manufaduring  citv  of  Lyons,  fo 
long  the  feat  of  induftry  and  opu¬ 
lence,  no  lefs  than  20,000  people 
were  iupported  and  fed  by  charity. 
Things  were  no  better  in  Norman¬ 
dy,  where  the  famous  woollen  cloth 
manufadory  at  Louviers,  which  was 
fcarcely  equalled  in  Europe,  and 
where  the  celebrated  M.  Decretot 
gained  fo  much  honour  by  the  un¬ 
paralleled  beauty  and  excellence  of 
his  fabricks,  was  already  tending 
fall  to  abfolute  ruin.  A  great  cot¬ 
ton  manufadure,  at  the  lame  place, 
and,  as  we  apprehend,  conduded  by 
the  fame  diredor,  was  ftill  in  a  worle 
Hate  than  the  woollen. 

There  were  not  many  circum- 
ftances  attending  the  revolution 
more  fingular,  or  which  afforded  a 
more  linking  inftance  of  the  degrees 
of  turpitude  and  atrocity,  to  which 
mankind,  under  .the  dominion  of 
certain  operating  caufes,  which  are 
not  always  obvious  nor  ealily  traced 
to  their  foiirce,  is  capable  of  arriv¬ 
ing,  than  the  condud  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Verfailles.  That  place  had 
firft  rifen  from  being  an  cbfcure  vil¬ 
lage,  through  the  immenfe  fums  of 
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money  which  Lewis  XIV.  fquan- 
dered  in  railing  its  fuperb  palace, 
and  in  forming  thofe  prodigious 
gardens  and  water  -  works,  whole 
magnificence  and  greatnefs  long  ex¬ 
cited  the  admiration  and  aftonilh- 
ment  of  all  Europe.  The  fuper- 
fluity  and  waile  which  nccefifarily  at¬ 
tended  the  expenditure  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  livres,  difpofed  of 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  under  the 
conduct  of  fuch  a  man,  could  not  but 
afford  abundant  means  for  nouriftt- 
Ing  and  foftering  the  growth  of  a 
young  city.  The  continual  rcli- 
dence,  for  more  than  a  century,  of 
■the  molt  magnificent,  expenfive,  and 
by  many  degrees  the  moil  munifi¬ 
cent  court  in  Chriftendom,  as  well 
as  of  all  the  fir  ft  nobility  in  that  vaft 
kingdom,  effe&ually  completed  what 
>vas  thus  begun;  and  Verfailles,  with 
a  population  of  60,000  perfons,  had 
rifen  to  fuch  a  degree  of  conlidera- 

;  O 

tion  and  opulence,  as  to  Hand  at  the 
head  of  what  may  be  called  the  fc- 
.cond-rate  cities  of  the  kingdom. 

Yet  this  people,  thus  originating, 
growing,  thriving,  and  arriving  at 
maturity,  who  it  might  be  laid, 
•without  much  hyperbole,  had  for 
more  than  a  century  paft  been  con¬ 
jointly  fed  by  the  court,  and  all 
wearing  its  livery,  had,  from  the 
commencement  of  his  troubles,  been 
among  the'  foremoft  of  the  prefent 
fovereign’s  moft  implacable  ene¬ 
mies,  extending  their  malevolence 
to  every  part  of  the  royal  family, 
and  feeming  emulous  to  exceed  the 
iParilians  in  their  animofity  and  ma¬ 
lice.  Like  them  too,  they  had  con- 
ftituted  themfelves  foie  judges,  dif- 
penfers,  and  executors  of  the  laws. 
So  that  the  fame  men  being  judges, 
accufers,  witneftes,  and  executioners, 
much  time  was  faved  in  all  criminal 
prolecutiofts.  It  remains,  however, 
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to  be  lamented,  that  this  career  of 
patriotifm  in  purfuit  of  fummary 
juftice,  was,  in  Verfailles,  productive 
of  fome  horrid  murders,  although 
the  voice  and  majefty  qf  the  people 
gave  them  the  lan&ion  of  legality ; 
and  thefe  feemed  the  more  unlucky, 
as  they  occurred  in  private  family 
cafes,  where  no  party  or  political 
motives  could  have  any  concern. 

The  felicity  of  the  Verfaillians 
received  a  mortal  blow  by  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  court  to  Paris ;  the 
danger  of  which  they  feemed  totally 
blind  to  until  it  was  given.  By  that 
they  not  only  loft  the  conftant  butt 
and  object  of  all  their  amufements, 
along  with  the  delicious  pleafure  of 
continually  infulting  fallen  majefty, 
but  they  loft  thereby  their  efteblifh- 
ed  ground  and  pretext  for  riots  and 
tumults,  without  which  it  was  fcarce- 
ly  poflible  for  them  now  to  exift. 
They  likewife  felt,  with  inexpref- 
fible  mortification,  that  they  had  in- 
ftantaneoufly  loft  all  their  paft  con- 
fequence ;  that  inftead  of  being 
looked  up  to  as  competitors  in  all 
deeds  of  renown  with  the  protid  Pa- 
rifians,  they  were  now  no  longer 
either  named  or  thought  of;  while 
the  voracious  capital,  along  with  the 
king,  would  gorge  itfelf  with  all  the 
praife  and  fame  appertaining  to 
others. 

In  fuch  a  ftate  of  difeontent,  and 
with  fuefi  inherent  difpofitions,  they 
could  nevei  want  pretences  for  riots 
and  tumults ;  the  dearnefs  of  bread, 
and  fcarcity  of  all  kinds  of  provi- 
fions,  independent  of  all  the  other 
grounds  of  complaint  which  inge¬ 
nuity  could  be  at  no  lofs  in  deviling, 
afforded  an  abundant  ftock  of  com- 
buftiole  matter  to  feed  the  rage  of 
an  enflamed  populace;  who  were  at 
the  fame  time  peculiarly  agitated  by 
a  hidden  fource  of  dilcontetit  which 

they 
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iey  could  not  avow,  but  which  did 
at  operate  with  the  lefs  force  from 
s  being  concealed ;  this  was  the 
'ant  and  private  didrefs  they  al- 
;adv  forely  felt  in  their  families, 
irough  the  lofs  of  thofe  pecuniary 
iid  other  reliefs  they  condantly 
rew  from  that  court,  which  they 
ould  not  endure,  nor  would  differ 
o  exifb  among  them,  at  the  time 
hat  it  was  affording  them  all  thefe 
lenefits.  From  thefe,  and  other 
aufes,  Verfailles  continued  in  a  date 
if  the  greateft  infubordination  and 
tiforder  from  the  time  of  the  king’s 
emoval  to  Paris;  but  this  date  of 
hings  was  fo  common,  and  it  being 
>efides  a  generally  received  do&rine, 
hat  tumults  and  diforders  were  the 
genuine  effedt^  of  patnotifm,  and 
hat  their  word  confequences,  fuch 
is  conflagrations  and  maffacres,  were 
he  natural  refult  and  legitimate 
ffue  of  revolutions ;  while  fuch  par¬ 
tial  evils  were  not  worth  a  con li de¬ 
ration,  when  oppofed  to  that  im- 
menfe  mafs  of  benefits  by  which  they 
were  produced;  under  all  thefe  cir- 
cumdances  and  confiderations,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  fenfe  of  their  pad  fer- 
vices,  and  a  full  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  their  intentions,  however 
midaken  or  mifguided  they  might 
be  in  the  mode  of  expredion,  th® 
exorbitances  of  the  Verlaillians  pall¬ 
ed  for  a  long  time  without  any  par¬ 
ticular  notice. 

It  happened,  however,  in  procefs 
of  time,  that  the  national  affembiy 
became  feriouily  apprehenfive,  that 
thefe  people,  whom  they  had  confi- 
dered  only  as  noify  and  riotous 
friends,  were,  after  all  their  intem¬ 
perance  and  violence  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  quedion,  become  fecret 
and  dangerous  enemies.  In  fine, 
they  came  to  be  confidered  as  no 
better  than  a  generation  of  plotters 
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and  confpirators ;  and  were  drongly 
fufpe&ed  of  a  criminality,  which,  in 
any  other  feafon,  and  with  refpeft  to 
any  other  nation,  wrould  have  ap¬ 
peared  incredible,  that  of  leaguing 
with  the  aridocrates  for  the  oven- 
throw  of  the  new  conditution,  and 
the  edabiifliment  of  a  counter-revo-K 
Union.  About  the  feafon  of  Chrid-* 
mas  thefe  fufpicions  and  charges  raq 
fo  high,  that  nothing  was  talked  of 
but  Verfaillian  plots  and  confpira- 
cies ;  and  the  alarm  became  very 
general.  One  of  the  ridiculous  do¬ 
ries  then  believed  and  circulated 
was,  that  a  body  of  men  was  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  march  from  Verfailles  tp 
Paris,  in  order  to  murder  La  Fay-* 
ette,  Bailly,  Neckar,  arid  fome  other 
popular  charafters.  This  improbable 
tale,  deficient  in  every  circumdance 
which  could  give  it  the  mod  didant 
appearance  of  credibility,  produced, 
however,  the  e freed,  of  occafioning 
fome  confiderable  increafe  of  thq 
guards  in  Paris,  as  well  as  fome  al¬ 
terations  in  their  arrangement.  An¬ 
other  much  mere  probable  dory  was, 
that  a  great  number  of  the  rabble  of 
Verfailles  had  intermixed  with  theip 
brethren  at  Paris,  in  order  to  excite 
them  to  diforders  and  tumults.  All 
thefe  plots,  like  fo  many  hundred 
others  which  were  hourly  diffemi- 
nated,  came,  however,  at  length  tq 
nothing  ;  arid  it  was  not  long  before 
Verfailles  and  its  inhabitants  were 
funk  in  a  date  of  utter  oblivion. 

Before  we  entirely  difmifs  this 
people,  who  are  not  likely  ever  again 
to  afford  any  occafion  for  coming 
within  our  notice,  although  it  mud 
be  attended  with  fome  anticipation, 
in  point  of  chronology,  we  think  it 
may  afford  no  fmall  latisfaclion  tq 
many  of  our  readers  to  be  informed 
of  a  certain  fort  of  poetical  judice, 
which,  in  the  common  courfe  of 

events* 
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events,  left  apparently  to  their  na¬ 
tural  operation,  fortune  has  admi- 
rdftered  to  fo  perverfe  a  generation 
cf  men.  It  is  then  to  be  obferved, 
that  from  the  if  ate  of  population, 
rank,  and  opulence  which  we  have 
deferibed,  there  is  fcarcely,  at  the 
time  we  are  writing,  in  the  whole 
^  *  kingdom  of  France,  fo  fallen,  fo  re¬ 
duced,  lo  beggarly  a  town  as  Ver- 
failles ;  while  want  and  diffrefs  ope¬ 
rating  upon  a  proper  difpofition  of 
mind,  have  rendered  the  inhabitants 
fo  notorious  for  fharping  and  impo¬ 
sition,  that  their  lodgings,  which 
might  afford  them  fome  tolerable 
'means  of  fupport,  generally  lie, 
through  this  caufe,  untenanted  upon 
their  hands  although  the  purity  of 
the  air,  the  excellency  of  the  fitua- 
tion,  the  quiet  and  filence  which 
now  reign  there,  along  with  that 
penfive  pleafure  which  men  derive 
from  contemplating  the  ruins  of 
fallen  greatnefs,  would  otherwife 
have  rendered  it,  both  to  natives  and 
foreigners,  one  of  the  moil  delight¬ 
ful  places  of  retirement  that  could 
any  where  be  found. 

The  populace  of  Paris,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  feverity  of  the  late  law 
againfi  riots,  and  the  terrors  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  hoilting  of 
the  bloody  flag,  began  to  give  flrong 
indications  of  their  difpofition  to  re¬ 
new  their  ufual  courfe  of  tumults, 
about  the  very  time  that  their  neigh¬ 
bours  of  Verfailles  were  fo  fedu- 
loufly  forcing  themfelves  into  no¬ 
tice,  and  had  excited  fo  much  fuf- 
picion  and  trouble.  One  of  the  af- 
fign  ed  caufes  for  thefe  movements 
among  the  Pariflans  was  the  price 
of  bread.  This  effential  article  of 
life,  without  any  regard  to  the  prices 
of  grain,  or  coniideration  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  famine  which  then  fo 
feverely  prefled  all  others,  infilled 
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that  the  price  of  bread  fliould  be 
unalterably  fixed  in  Paris  at  the  very 
low  rate  of  two  fous  per  pound. 
This  demand  will  appear  the  more 
Angular  and  curious,  when  it  is 
known,  that  the  Pariflans  were  at 
this  time  fupplied  with  bread  at  a 
rate  which  would,  ceteris  paribus , 
prove  an  expence  or  Iofs  to  the  na¬ 
tion  of  twenty-two  millions  of  livres 
a  year;  they  confirming  bread  to 
that  amount  cheaper  than  it  could 
be  procured  by  any  other  men  in 
the  kingdom. 

But  the  Pariflans  felt  another 
caufe  of  difcoiuent,  which  operated 
much  more  grievoufly  upon  their 
imaginations  than  the  price  of  bread* 
however  intereiling  that  might  ap¬ 
pear.  The  proceedings  of  the  court 
of  chatelet  had  given  the  greatefl 
offence  to  the  body  of  the  populace. 
That  court  having  been  conffituted 
by  the  national  aflembly  a  tempo¬ 
rary  judicature  for  the  trial  and  pu- 
nifhme.nt  of  all  treafons  againfl  the 
nation,  had  accordingly  proceeded 
through,  what  we  fhould  have  called 
here,  a  courfe  of  fate  trials.  They 
began  their  procefs  with  the  baron 
de  Bezenval,  the  Swifs  general, 
whole  life,  as  we  have  before  feen, 
had  been  preserved  with  fo  much 
difficulty  from  the  fury  of  the  Pari¬ 
flans.  They  accordingly  watched 
the  ifiue  of  this  trial  with  the  deep- 
efl  anxiety ;  flill  flattering  them¬ 
felves  that  the  court  would  not  dare 
to  acquit  a  man  who  they  had  fo 
long  and  fo  often  condemned;  and 
warmly  hoping,  that  fo  long  and 
grievous  a  cefiation  from  aflion  and 
amufement  as  they  had  now  endured, 
would  be  clofed  by  a  fportive  holi¬ 
day,  on  which  the  baron’s  mangled 
carcafe, dragged  in  proceflionthrough 
the  llreets,  and  his  head  exalted  on 
a  pike,  would  renew  a  pleafing  re¬ 
membrance 
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Hiembrance  of  all  their  paft  tri¬ 
umphs. 

j. 

The  fturdy  Switzer  faced  his  trial 
with  a  degree  of  compofure,  firm- 
nefs,  and  refolutiori  which  ailonifhed 
the  beholders ;  and  repelled  the  ac- 
cufations  brought  againft  him  with 
l'uch  judgment  and  fpirit,  that  the 
court  could  not,  either  with  regard 
to  juftice,  or  to  their  own  charaCler, 
poftibly  avoid  acquitting  him ;  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  fuperior  con¬ 
tempt  which  he  fnevved  for  any  dan¬ 
ger  that  might  accrue  from  a  due 
difcharge  of  his  military  duties, 
feemed  to  overawe  even  his  ene¬ 
mies.  It  is  however  to  be  obierved, 
that  the  Svvifs  cantons  took  fo  fpi- 
riied  a  part  in  behalf  of  their  fuf- 
fering  commander,  that  it  is  thought 
the  national  affembly  did  not  with 
matters  to  be  carried  to  extremity 
againft  him  ;  fo  that  the  violence  of 
the  mob  was  poftibly  the  greatcft 
danger,  which  hat  apprehended  he 
had  to  encounter. 

Although  the  court  had  not  yet 
declared  the  fentence,  yet  every 
body  being  now  convinced  of  his 
acquittal,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
rage  and  indignation  of  the  popu¬ 
lace  ;  who  confidered  the  boafted 
benefits  of  the  revolution  as  nothing 
but  deceptions,  if  the  majefty  of  the 
people  was  to  be  thus  flagrantly  in- 
iulted,  and  their  authority  grofsly 
invaded,  by  attempting  to  ifrip  them 
of  the  inherent  right  of  fummary 
and  executive  jullice.  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  determined  to  force  the 
prifon  in  which  Bezenval  was  con¬ 
fined  by  the  chatelet,  and  to  exhibit 
inhisperfon  a  memorable  and  bloody 
inftance  to  mankind  of  that  inexor¬ 
able  juft  ice  by  which  they  were 
guided ;  the  execution  of  which 
fliould  not  be  prevented  or  diverted, 
jfcy  any  Jaws  or  by  any  authority. 
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The  12th  of  January  was  fixed 
upon  for  the  execution  of  this  de- 
fign;  and  the  expectation  and  cruel 
hopes  of  the  rabble  were  rifen  to  th& 
higher!  point  at  which  they  were 
capable  of  arriving;.  But  things 
were  much  changed  in  this  refpedt, 
and  they  were  not  able  in  their  pre¬ 
fen  t  ftate  to  conduCt  fchemes  of  this, 
nature  with  that  fecrecy  and  con¬ 
cealment,  which  are  fo  neceffary  to 
their  fuccefs,  and  which  afforded 
them  fuch  infinite  advantages  in 
their  paft  conflicts  with  the  court. 
Bailly,  La  Fayette,  the  chatelet,  the 
national  affembly,  and  in  a  word* 
every  part  of  government,  became 
m afters  of  the  whole  defign,  before 
it  could  be  carried  into  execution* 
and  all  adopted  fuch  meafures  as* 
feemed  bell  calculated  for  its  pre¬ 
vention  or  defeat.  La  Fayette  aCted 
with  great  vigour,  diligence,  and 
effeCt ;  but  one  circumftance  in  his* 
conduCt  occafioned  much  furprife, 
and  afforded  no  fmall  room  for  {pe¬ 
culation.  This  was  his  placing  the 
fecurity  of  Paris,  and  the  prefer va- 
tion  of'  her  tranquillity,  in  the  hands 
of  the  bourgeoife  militia,  inftead  of 
entrufting  them  to  the  regular  hand¬ 
ing  forces,  who  received  conflant 
pay,  and  of  whom  the  late  French 
guards  formed  fo  confpicuous  a  part. 
Nothing  could  be  more  flattering  to 
the  militia  than  this  diftinCtion,  and 
mark  of  unlimited  confidence,  in  a 
cafe  of  fo  much  fuppofed  danger; 
they  accordingly  aCted  their  part 
inimitably  well ;  but  nothing  could 
be  a  more  galling  affront  to  the  re-v 
gular  troops  than  this  preference  gi¬ 
ven  to  men  whom  they  dcipifed. 

Though  the  immediate  defigns  of 
the  plotters  were  thus  overthrown, 
yet  the  capital  continued  in  a  ftate 
of  great  diforder  for  two  or  three 
days.  Cabals  and  meetings  were 

continually 
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continually  taking  place,  and  all  the 
paft  indications  of  mifchief  were  re¬ 
newed,  and  feemed  to  appear  t  in 
ilronger  colours  than  ufual.  The 
Verfaillians  were  again  fuppofed 
formidable,  and  thoufands  of  them 
were  faid  to  be  mixed  with  the  Pa- 
riiians.  Mifchiefs  of  every  kind, 
and  accompanied  with  every  degree 
of  horror  and  ruin,  were  generally 
txpe&ed ;  and  even  thofe  the  bell 
informed,  fuppofed  fome  great,  and 
probably  dreadful  event.  The  arif- 
tocrates  were  charged  with  being 
the  authors  of  all  this  evil,  in  their 
endeavours  to  carry  off  the  king, 
and  to  bring  about  a  counter-revo¬ 
lution.  It  would  only  have  expofed 
a  ftranger  to  mockery  or  fufpicion, 
if  he  attempted  to  Ihow  the  glaring 
improbability  of  fo  unnatural  and 
monflrous  a  coalition  or  alliance,  as 
that  fuppofed  between  the  royaliils 
and  the  rabble  of  Paris  or  Verfailles, 
who  feemed  by  fome  inherent  in- 
ftinft  deftined  to  be  their  mortal  and 
implacable  enemies.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  was  openly  faid  on  all  fides, 
that  the  king’s  life  would  be  the  im  - 
mediate  facrifice  to  any  attempt  to 
refcue  his  perfon ;  and  that  the 
whole  royal  family  would  probably 
perifh  at  the  fame  inftant.  All  fo¬ 
reigners,  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  former,  and  even  very  late  cha- 
ra£ter  of  the  people,  were  aftonifhed 
at  the  coolnels  and  indifference  with 
which  the  immolation  of  the  fove- 
xeign,  in  fuc.h  a  cirCumftance,  was 
publicly  talked  of,  in  all  companies, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  lowed,  as  an 
a<ft  which  of  courfe  muff  take 
place. 

In  the  mean  time.  La  Fayette  and 
his  militia,  by  a  vigorous  a<ff  of  ex¬ 
ertion*  put  an  end  to  the  combuftion 
in  Paris.  He  fuddenly  furrounded 
at  night,  a  body  of  1 100  of  the  mu¬ 


tineers,  who  were  aflembled'in  the 
Champs  Ely/ees ,  of  whom  he  made  200 1 
prifoners;  the  reft  being  fo  terrified, 
that  they  feemed  to  conlider  them- 
felves  happy  in  efcaping  with  their 
lives.  On  fearching  the  prifoners, 
they  were  found  well  furnilhed  with 
powder  and  ball,  made  up  into  car¬ 
tridges,  but  not  a  fingle  mufket  was 
found  or  feen  in  the  whole  party. 
This  put  a  ftop  for  the  prefent  to 
nodturnal  meetings,  as  well  as  to 
riots  by  day.  Yet  fuch  was  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  time  for  the  fabrication 
of  plots,  for  the  difcovery  of  myfte- 
ries  in  the  moft  common  and  obvi¬ 
ous  occurrences,  and  for  the  belief 
of  the  moft  incredible  fables,  that 
this  was  ftill  infilled  upon,  and  that 
by  men  otherwiie  of  good  fenfe  and 
well  informed,  to  be  the  beginning 
of  a  grand  ariftocratical  plot,  deeply 
laid  for  the  l'ubverfion  of  the  confti- 
tution  and  prefent  government.  A 
troublefome  queftion,  however,  ftill 
remained  to  be  folved,  who  thofe 
immediate  inftruments  of  the  plot, 
thofe  adtual  rioters  were  ?  With  the 
evidence  of  200  prifoners  before 
them,  this  feemed  a  queftion  eafily 
refolved ;  but  it  would  be  too  much 
to  fuppofe  the  patriotic  Parifians  the 
authors  of  fuch  a  crime ;  and  as  to 
the  Verfaillians,  befides  that  they 
had  borne  their  full  fhare  of  re¬ 
proach  already,  they  were  too  near 
neighbours  to  be  loaded  with  all  the 
infamy.  In  this  difficulty,  the  term 
of  brigands ,  which  had  already  an- 
fwered  fo  excellent  a  purpofe^in  de- 
ftroying  the  caftles  of  the  nobility, 
luckily  occurred ;  but,  as  if  queftions 
multiplied  in  proportion  as  they 
were  refolved,  it  ftill  remained  to  be 
anfwered,  who  thefe  brigands  were/ 
if  they  were  men  like  others,  and 
not  totally  imaginary  beings,  their 
exiftence  might  furely  be  eafily 

identified. 
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identified.  The  only  folution  that 
could  be  found  to  this  queftion,  was 
the  fuppofition,  that  they  were  com- 
pofed  of  Germans  and  other  fo¬ 
reigners,  who  had  come  to  Paris  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  tumults,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  carrying  of 
this  incomprehenfible  plot  into  exe¬ 
cution.' 

Bezenval  being  acquitted,  and 
fafely  difcharged  from  Paris,  the 
chatelet  now  ventured  upon  what 
before  would  have  feemed  a  moil 
dangerous  talk,  that  of  proceeding 
to  the  trial  of  the  prince  of  Lam- 
befc,  of  marfhal  Broglio,  and  of  fome 
others  of  thofe  principal  fugitives, 
who  had  been  long  accufed  of  that 
real  or  fuppofed  plot,  for  tiie  de- 
ftru&ion  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  the 
national  aifembly,  for  governing  the 
kingdom  entirely  by  the  fword,  and 
placing  the  king  jp  a  Hate  of  more 
unbridled  defpotifm,  than  even  the 
word  of  his  predeceflors  had  poffef- 
fed  or  attempted,  and  which  had  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  revolution  in 
the  preceding  month  of  July,  as  well 
as  of  all  its  fubfequent  confequences, 
to  the  prefentday.  As  the  event  of 
thefe  trials  feemed  to  include  in  no 
fniall  degree  the  grand  queftion  on 
the  neceflity,  juiinefs,  or  fitnefs  of 
the  revolution,  which  derived  its 
birth  from  this  fuppofed  plot,  fo  no 
caufe  could  be  more  interefting,  or 
excite  greater  expectation  ;  and  the 
feveral  parts  of  it  had  been  fo  long, 
fo  often,  and  fo  peremptorily  re¬ 
peated  and  aflerted,  that  it  was  fup¬ 
pofed  fuch  a  body  of  evidence  as 
nothing  could  refill  or  controvert, 
would  now  be  brought  forward  in 
its  fupport.  But  to  the  inexpreffible 
furjmze  of  every  body,  excepting, 
perhaps,  thofe,  who  were  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  fecret  of  things,  no  evi¬ 
dence  beyond  conjecture,  inference, 


vague  reports,  and  hearfay  conver- 
fations,  appeared  on  the  fide  of  the 
profecution;  fo  that  the  plot  Hill  lay 
in  its  original  Hate  of  darknefs,  and 
Broglio, with  the  other  fugitives, werfr 
of  courfe  acquitted  of  the  crime  of 
le ze  nation . 

It  will  always  be  found  difficult 
in  many  cafes,  to  reconcile  or  ac¬ 
count  for  the  various  contradictions 
and  inconfiftencies,  which  appear  in 
the  conduCt  and  aCtions  of  men. 
Although  this  bufinefs  undoubtedly 
flood  foremoft  in  point  of  importance- 
of  all  thofe  which  had  been  preferr¬ 
ed  to  the  cognizance  of  the  chatelet, 
yet  there  are  good  reafons  for  be¬ 
lieving  that  its  being  brought  for¬ 
ward  was  highly  difagreeable  to  the 
principal  rulers;  who  could  not  wilh 
that  the  weaknefs  which  now  ap¬ 
peared  in  fo  efiential  a  point,  through 
the  total  failure  of  all  evidence  in 
its  fupport,  fhould  have  been  thus 
nakedly  expofed  to  all  the  world. 
It  was  probably  imagined,  that  this 
was  an  affair  which  carried  fuch  ap¬ 
pearances  of  danger  on  whatever 
fide  it  was  examined,  that  the  cha- 
telef  would  not  venture  to  meddle 
with  it;  and  it  was  poflibly  intend¬ 
ed,  that  no  great  apology  would  be 
neceffary  to  juftify  the  omiffion. 
However  that  vras,  the  chattlet  foon 
became  an  objeCt  of  conilant  abufe 
with  the  democratical  writers,  and 
was  treated  with  a  coldnefs  and  in¬ 
difference  by  the  affembly,  which 
ftrongly  indicated  that  its  new  pow¬ 
ers  were  not  likely  to  be  lafting. 

It  would  feem  as  if  this  ftate  of 
things  produced  in  one  inftance  a 
difpofition  to  temporize,  and  accom-* 
modate  matters  to  the  occafion,  in 
that  court,  which  ill  accorded  with 
that  high  character  of  honour  and 
inflexible  integrity,  which  through 
a  long  courfe  of  pjtft  years  it  had. 
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in  defiance  of  power,  fo  juftly  merit¬ 
ed,  and  fo  often  nobly  fullained. 
This  was  in  the  cafe  of  one  Favras, 
who,  if  we  miftake  not,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  national  aifembly.  This 
man  was  charged  with  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  a  plot  for  overthrowing 
the  new  conftitution,  and  for  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  counter-revolution.  The 
evidence  againft  him  was  fo  weak 
and  defective,  that  it  has  been  com¬ 
pared  with  that  which  has  heretofore 
been  received,  and  brought  fo  much 
difgrace  upon  the  coun'e  of  legal 
jullice  in  our  own  country,  in  thofe 
unfortunate  periods  of  its  hillory, 
when  Titus  Oates  and  fimilar  vil¬ 
lains  were  allowed  to  flouriih,and  fuch 
men  as  Jefferies  were  the  difpenfers 
of  our  laws.  Favras  was  condemned 
and  executed;  and  this  unfortunate 
man  was  2‘enerallv  confidered  as  a 

O  J 

vidim  defined  to  be  a  peace-offer¬ 
ing  to  the  Parifians;  in  the  vain 
hope  of  reconciling  them  to  the  lofs 
of  thofe  others  on  whom  their  defire 
was  much  more  ftrcngly  fixed.  It 
was  a  curious  circumftance,  and 
worthy  of  notice,  that  th6  condud 
of  the  chatelet,  in  Head  of  procuring 
the  end  propofed,  was  equally  re¬ 
probated  and  condemned  by  both 
parties ;  and  that  that  court  was 
overwhelmed  with  fuch  torrents  of 
reproach  coming  from  ail  quarters, 
as  it  had  never  before  in  the  courfe 
pf  its  exiftence  experienced. 

Convinced  as  they  undoubtedly 
were  of  its  jufinefs,  the  chatelet  did 
not  fink  under  the  weight  of  the  re¬ 
proach  ;  but  feemed  defirous  of  re¬ 
trieving  their  character  by  the  vi¬ 
gour  with  which  they  profecuted  the 
enquiry  after  the  authors  of  the  plot, 
murders,  and  intended  maffacre  of 
the  6th  of  Odober ;  being  thofe 
worthy  citizens,  who  had  been  re- 
prefeuted  by  the  democratical  wri- 


GISTER,  1790.  • 

ters  as  totally  innocent  of  all  crime* 
and  as  ading  purely  in  their  own 
defence.  Not  content,  however, 
with  this  inflance  of  independence 
and  fpirit,  as  if  it  were  to  afford  a 
demon!!' ration  that  the  love  of  juf- 
tice  was  the  only  operative  motive 
of  their  actions,  they  entered  deep¬ 
ly  and  with  the  utmoft  earneftneft 
into  that,  evidently,  moll  critical  and 
dangerous  bufinefs,  an  enquiry  into 
the  condud,  defigns  and  proceedings 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  ane(  of  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  ading  apparently  as  his 
inftrument,  was  in  fad  the  framer 
of  every  thing  that  fhewed  genius 
in  his  plans,  and  that  went  beyond 
cunning  in  his  projeds.  It  requir¬ 
ed  no  infpiration,  nor  even  much 
fag  a  city,  to  have  feen,  that  whether 
thefe  enquiries  came  within  the  let¬ 
ter  of  their  inftrudions  or  not,  they 
could  not  at  all  accord  with  their  fpi¬ 
rit  and  defign;  and  were  widely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  purpofes  to  which 
that  court  owed  its  temporary  infti- 
tution.  They  were,  however,  ad¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  to  a  certain  de-  ' 
cent  and  confiderable  length  in  their 
enquiries  ;  until  at  length  becoming 
too  troublefome,  bringing  matters  to 
light  which  there  was  no  occafion 
fliould  be  publicly  known,  and  the 
prei'ervation  of  thofe  appearances 
which  operated  to  their  inftitution 
being  no  longer  neceffary,  their 
powers  were  fuddenly  withdrawn, 
their  enquiries  left  unfinifiied,  and 
the  chatelet  for  ever  laid  by.  This 
was  foon  followed  by  the  total  anni¬ 
hilation  of  that,  and  of  all  the  other 
ancient  courts  of  law  and  juftice  in 
the  kingdom. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king’s  firm- 
nefs  in  rejeding  the  propofed  vifit 
and  coalition,  was,  through  means 
or  motives  of  which  we  arc  not  in¬ 
formed,  at  length  overcome.  It  is 

not 
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to  be  fuppofed  that  he  could  be 
totally  indifferent  to  the  menaces 
againlt  his  life  which  were  continu¬ 
ally  thrown  out  in  cafe  of  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  refcue  his  perfon,  (an  event 
hourly  to  be  looked  for,  without  his 
.concurrence  or  knowledge,  in  the 
prefent  hate  of  temper  and  difcon- 
tent  which  prevailed  through  fo 
great  apart  of  the  nation)  and  con - 
ndering  his  remarkable  affection  for 
the  queen  and  children,  vvhofe  lives, 
he  knew,  hung  by  the  fame  hair  vvitfi 
his.  own,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  but 
he  was  as  deeply  affeCted  on  their 
account  as  his  own.  Perhaps  other 
motives  might  have  operated, 
p.  i  ,  Whatever  they  vyere, 

j ^  1 *  the  king  appeared  fud- 
'  denly  at  the  national 
afiembly,  where  he  complained  of 
*he  attempts  which  were  made  tp 
Slake  the  bails  of  the  neyy  confuta¬ 
tion,  and  declared  it  to  be  his  delire, 
that  it  fhould  be  univejdally  known, 
that  the  monarch  and  the  r.eprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  were  entirely 
united;  that  their  wifhes  were  the 
fame;  that  he  would  defend  the 
conftitutional  liberty,  the  principles 
of  which  the  general  wifn,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  his  own,  had  confecrated; 
.and  that,  conjointly  with  the  queen, 
he  would  early  form  the  heart  and 
the  fentjments  of  his  fon,  for  that 
new  order  of  things,  which  the  cir- 
xumftances  of  the  empire  had  intro- 
duced  and  fan&ified. 

As  foon  as  the  king  was  with¬ 
drawn,  the  alfembly  voted  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  to  him ;  and  per¬ 
ceiving  at  once  the  deep  difmay  and 
„confternation  with  which  this  unex¬ 
pected  meafure  feemed  nearly  to 
overwhelm  the  minority,  they  in- 
ilantly  determined  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  confufion  and  aftonilh- 
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ment,  and  immediately  ilfued  a  de¬ 
cree,  which,  in  that  Hate,  none  had 
the  courage  to  oppofe,  and  by 
which,  every  member  was  obliged 
to  take  the  newly-devifed  civic  oath* 
under  the  penalty  of  being  exclud¬ 
ed  from  giving  his  vote  on  any  oc- 
cafion.  This  tell  was  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  they  had  reafpn  for  con¬ 
ceiving  i-t  would  prove  effectual  in 
purging  the  alfemoly  of  jnoft,  if  not 
all  of  thofe,  whole  names  or  coun¬ 
tenance  they  np  longer  wanted,  and 
whofe  company  they  no  farther 
wilhed  to  be  troubled  with.  The 
alfembly  then  decreed  a.  general  ad- 
drefs  tp  |he  provisoes,  reminding 
them  of  all  it  had  done  for  the  fake 
pf  public  liberty,  laying  before  them 
what  it  propofed  farther  to  do,  for 
the  complete  regeneration  of  the 
empire,  and  holding  out  proper  rea- 
fons  and  arguments  to  prepolfefs 
them,  againll  thofe  unfavourable 
impfeflions  which  evil  minded  per- 
fons  were  endeavouring  to  infufe 
upon  their  minds. 

Soon  after  the  exhibition  of  this 
ftate  farce,  this  ft  range  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  coalition,  by  which  the 
king  without  gaining  one  pew  friend 
loft  many  of  the  old,  aqd  much  of 
the  confidence  and  confederation, 
which  he  held  with  all,  tjie  national 
afienibly  refumed  the  affairs  of  the 
clergy,  a  bufmefs  which  they  juftly 
confidereff  of  the  laft  importance,  as 
their  eftates  and  property  were  to 
fupply  that  pledge  and  fecurity, 
which  was  tp  be  offered  to  the  na¬ 
tion  for  the  difeharge  of  their  im- 
menfe  debts,  as  well  as  to  make 
good  the  current  deficiencies  which 
arqfe,  from  the  failure  of  payment 
of  the  remaining  taxes,  and  the  to¬ 
tal  lofs  of  the  molt  productive, 
which  had  been  generally  repealed, 
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»  ,  1  At  this  meeting  the  af- 

Peb'  fembly  fupprelfed  all 

''  *  monallic  eilablilhments 
for  ever,  and  confifcated  all  their 
lands ;  allowing,  however,  the  pre- 
fent  friars  and  nuns  to  continue  in 
the  obfervance  of  their  monallic 
vows;  granting  them  fome  mode¬ 
rate  llipends  for  maintenance ;  and 
to  the  nuns,  the  fpecial  favour  and 
privilege,  (which  was  indeed  an  ail 
of  great  humanity,  independent  of 
its  juflice)  that  they  Ihould  not  be 
removed  from  the  convents  in  which 
they  then  refided,  without  their  own 
confent  and  free  choice. 

As  the  bufinefs  of  the  clergy  was 
now  brought  nearly  to  a  conclufion, 
at  lealt  with  refpedl  to  fail,  though 
not  entirely  as  to  time,  we  fliall  pur- 
fue  it  to  the  end,  leaving  thofe  in¬ 
termediate  matters  which  occurred 
in  its  courfe  fubjeil  to  further  ob- 
fervation.  In  the  fucceeding  month 
of  .  April,  the  aflembly  completed 
their  plan.  They  voted  away,  in 
purfuance  of  their  prior  refolution 
of  November,  all  the  territorial  pof- 
felhons  of  the  church,  dellining 
them  in  general,  but  not  fpecific 
terms,  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt.  They  aftigned  to  the  church¬ 
men,  in  return,  certain  fixed  pen- 
fions,  which  though  much  lmaller 
than  their  former  revenues,  were, 
perhaps,  barely  fufficient  for  their 
cxillence  ;  although  not  in  any  de¬ 
gree  fuitable  to  their  paft  habits, 
condition,  or  modes  of  living;  many 
of  them  being  neCelTarily  of  the  firit 
families  in  the  kingdom, and  long  ufed 
to  fplendour,  refpefl,  and  opulence. 
The  alfembly  likewife,  at  this  time, 
began  to  iffue  to  the  creditors  of  the 
Hate  a  new  kind  of  paper  money 


under  the  name  of  aflignations,  that  ’ 
is  aflignats,  on  the  church  lands  thus 
confifcated,  which  were  to  be  the 
general  fecurity  for  all  the  paper 
thus  illued.  From  hence  originated 
that  inundation  of  aflignats  which 
have  fince  deluged  France  and  the 
neighbouring  countries ;  and  which 
have  excited  the  allonifhment  of 
Europe,  through  the  extraordinary 
exertions  which  they  have  enabled 
her  to  make.  — 

It  was  a  curious  circumftance  that 
Mirabeau,  who  had  fo  lately  pub- 
lifhed  a  fevere  Philippic  againll  the 
emperor  Jofeph  for  the  injuflice  of 
his  claim  on  the  Scheldt,  and  in 
which  he  particularly  reprobated  his 
condufl  with  refpefl  to  the  plunder 
of  the  monallei-ies  and  convents  in 
the  Low  Countries,  Hi ou Id  now,  in 
fo  Ihort  a  period  of  time,  have  fo 
totally  departed  from  the  fentiments 
which  he  then  avowed,  that  through 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  prefent 
buflnef;,  he  was,  on  every  occalipn, 
the  itrongell  and  moll  determined 
leader  in,  or  fupporter  of  all  the  vio¬ 
lent  proceedings  carried  on  againll 
the  French  clergy.  The  following 
fentence,  add  tefled  to  the  emperor, 
in  the  treatife  we  have  mentioned, 
will  ferve  to  illuftrate  this  condudl  as 
well  as  to  jullify  the  obfervation : 

“  Defpife  the  monks  as  much  as  you  i 
pleafe,  but  do  not  rob  them ;  for  it 
is  unlawful  to  rob  either  the  moll 
determined  atheiil  or  the  molt  cre¬ 
dulous  capuchin  friar.’’  So  much 
do  men’s  fentiments  vary  with  cir- 
cumftances,  even  in  quellions  of 
right  or  wrong,  of  jullice  or  injuf- 
tice !  quellions,  which  it  might  b$ 
fuppofed  did  not  admit  of  any  chango 
of  opinion. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Ineffectual  attempts  made  by  the  French  privileged  orders ,  for  procuring  re- 
drefs  or  fuccour  front  the  neighbouring  continental  powers.  State  of  political 
affairs  in  Europe ,  which,  with  ether  caufes,  tended  to  produce  that  indiffer¬ 
ence  with  refpeCl  to  France  width  now  appeared .  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
Turin .  Rajh  and  Impetuous  proceedings,  along  with  the  contemptuous  lan¬ 
guage  ufed  by  the  national  affembly,  ferves  continually  to  create  new  enemies 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home .  Wrong  offered  to  the  German  princes  with 
refpeCi  to  their  pofffeffions  and  rights  in  Alfa.ce,  embitters  the  whole  empire 
againft  the  new  government ,  and  implants  deeply  the  feeds  of  future  conten¬ 
tion  and  war.  Weft  India  colonies  thrown  into  a  ft  ate  of  the  utmoft  dif- 
order  o.nd  confufton,  and  at  length  precipitated  into  the  meft  dreadful  feenes 
of  deflation,  conflagration,  and  maffacre,  which  terminate  in  final  deftruc- 
tion,  by  a  fries  of  ill-judged  and  precipitate  meafures,  of  impolitic,  impracti¬ 
cable,  or  contradictory  decrees.  Great  difrders  in  the  army.  Soldiers  throw 
i off'  all  fubor dination  and  difcipline.  The  people  being  now  in  poffeffion  of 
liberty,  a  defire  of  uncontrolled  rule  and  fvereignty  becomes  the  leading  and 
general  paffion ,  a  circumftance  which  ferves  greatly  to  unite  them,  and  to 
.  Jlrengthen  the  new  fftem.  The  weak  attempts  of  the  royalifts,  and  the  con¬ 
tinual  reports  of  plots ,  confpiracies,  and  invafions,  caufe  fucb  a  general 
alarm,  that  the  provinces  affociate  and  arm  ;  fo  that  France  feems  covered 
with  camps  and  armies .  State  of  the  arifiocrates  and  parties  adverf  to 

government .  Corfica  annexed  to  France  as  part  of  the  kingdom.  Applica¬ 
tion  from  the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  the  difpute  with  England,  brings  on 
a  debate  on  the  queftion,  in  whofe  hands  the  right  of  peace  and  war  fhould 
be  lodged.  Second  application  from  Spain  brings  on  a  change  of  the  miniftry . 
Mutiny  of  the  fleet  at  Breft.  Anacharis  Clootz,  introduces  to  the  affembly 
jois  ambaff'adors  from  all  mankind.  Decree  for  abolijhing  all  titles,  and  ob¬ 
literating  all  memorials  of  nobility  and family  diftinCtion,  for  ever  in  France. 
Grand  national  confederation  at  Paris.  Bloody  conteft  at  Nancy.  Mr. 
pieckar  quits  the  kingdom ,  after  various  difgraces ,  and  narrowly  efcaping 
the  fury  of  the  Parifians.  Schifin  of  the  French  clergy  ;  the  greater  part  of 
whom  fubrnit  to  the  lofs  of  their  penfions ,  and  to  expulfion  from  their  paftoral 
ditties,  rather  than  to  take  the  me  vs  ly-p  refiribed  oaths. 


Notwithstanding  the 

immediate  difrnay  produced 
by  the  late  aft  of  the  king,  in  ap- 
iroving  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  affembly,  and  in  declaiming 
md  reprobating  all  the  meafures 
yurfued  in  his  favour,  the  ruined 
privileged  orders  foon  recollefted 
themfelves,  and  in  dead  of  linking 
iiqcier  that  ymexpefted  blow,  Teem¬ 


ed  in  a  little  time  to  acquire  frefK 
aftivity  and  new  vigour,  from  a 
check  which  had  at  firfl  impreffed 
them  \yith  fuch  vifible  confternation. 
For  though,-  in  order  to  ftrength- 
en  both,  they  wifhed  to  make 
their  own  caufe  common  with  that 
of  the  crown,  in  every  attempt  for 
the  recovery  of  the  loft,  or  the  pre- 
fervation  of  what  remained  of  their 
[  /  ?  J  mutuft! 
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mutual  rights,  yet  they  conddered 
their  own  didinft  intereds  as  being 
of  too  great  a  magnitude,  and  too 
immediate  an  importance,  to  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  weaknefs,  the  ca¬ 
price,  or  to  the  perfonal  terrors,  of 
their  wretched,  imprifoned  fove- 
reign. 

In  this  date  they  naturally  turn¬ 
ed  their  eyes  in  the  ftrd  indance  to 
their  own  refugee  princes  at  the 
court  of  Turin,  with  whom  they 
held  a  clofe  correfpondence,  parti¬ 
cularly  from  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  but  thefe  ruined  princes, 
who  were  beholden  to  drangers 
for  fhelter  and  fubfiftence,  could  af¬ 
ford  no  other  means  of  fupport  or 
affidance  than  the  little  which 
might  poffibly  be  derived  merely 
from  their  names  and  rank ;  while 
this  fource,  weak  and  confined  as  it 
would  have  been  at  bed,  was  dill 
farther  narrowed,  and  reduced  ai¬ 
med  to  nothing,  by  the  peculiar 
unpopularity  in  which  the  rafrmefs 
and  imprudence  of  the  count  d’Ar- 
tois,  had  very  unfortunately  involv¬ 
ed  that  prince.  The  alarmed  and 
didreffed  nobility  did  not,  however, 
red  here ;  they  are  laid  to  have 
been  incedant  in  their  applications 
to  all  the  neighbouring  continental 
powers  for  their  interference  in  de¬ 
livering  their  king,  and  in  adiding 
to  edablifh  in  their  wretched  coun¬ 
try  fome  jud  and  equitable  form  of 
government,  which,  under  the  dic¬ 
tion  of  a  limited  and  well-regulated 
monarchy,  might  put  an  end  to  the 
prefent  horrid  feene  of  confufion 
and  anarchy,  while  it  a  horded  li¬ 
berty  of  perfon  and  fecurity  of  pro¬ 
perty  to  every  order  and  clafs  of  the 
people. 

But  it  happened  unfortunately 
W-itd  refpeft  to  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
t rolled ,  that  Europe  feidom  has 

*  -  ' 


been,  through  a  long  courfe  of i 
years,  in  a  date  lefs  capable  of  afft 
fording  the  fuccour  now  demanded, 
or  in  which  the  minds  of  the  peo-j 
pie,  or  the  difpodtion  of  the  fove- 
reigns,  were  lefs  calculated  for  under-  ■ 
taking  any  enterprize,  than  at  the 
prefent.  The  mad  ambition  of  the 
emperor  Jofeph,  under  the  influence 
of  the  overwhelming  power  and 
vad  dedgns  of  Rudia,  to  which  he 
became  fo  miferabie  a  dupe,  befides 
the  ruin  and  the  fpirit  of  revolt 
which  it  fpread  through  his  own 
vad  dominions >  had  in  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  deranged  the  general  policy  j 
of  Europe;  for  while  feveral  dates 
were  watching  with  apprehendon 
and  difmay,  the  dreaded  evils  which! 
the  farther  progrefs  and  fuccefs  of 
the  dangerous  combination  between 
thefe  two  mighty  empires  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  producing,  others,  who  be¬ 
ing  more  powerful  were  lefs  appre-  j 
henfive  of  danger,  were,  however,! 
no  lefs  occupied  in  attending  to  the 
fame  obi  efts,  in  the  hope  of  deriv¬ 
ing  fome  beneflt  to  themfelves  in 
the  iflue,  from  the  podibly  difaf- 
trous  events,  and  from  the  unfore- 
feen  circumdances  of  difunion, 
which  the  courfe  of  fo  doubtful  a 
purfuit,  and  of  fo  impolitic  and  un¬ 
natural  an  alliance,  might  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing.  While  all  fpirit 
of  adventure  was  thus  efl'eftually  re¬ 
drained  in  the  centre  and  north  of 
Europe,  the  court  of  Spain,  do 

cloleiv  united  in  blood  and  alliance 
* 

with  the  king  and  government  of 
F ranee,  was,  at  this  critical  fen-* 
fon,  when  the  exidence  of  the  great 
and  parent  dock  of  the  Bourbon 
line  was  more  than  at  dake,  mod 
induftrioufly  involving  herfelf  in  a 
ridiculous  '  fquabble  with  England, 
the  objeft  of  difpute  fcarcely  bear¬ 
ing  or  defer  ving  a  name  ;  and  was' 

wantonly 
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wantonly  and  blindly  rufhing  into 
a  conteft  which  flie  was  totally  in¬ 
capable  of  fuftaining.  On  the  othei* 
fide  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  befides  his  being  by 
nature  a  peaceable  prince  totally 
indifpofed  to  war,  was  not,  from  the 
ftate  of  his  finances,  of  his  army,  of 
his  fortreftes,  or  of  any  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  requifites  effential  to  fuch  a  de- 
cifion,  in  any  condition  to  hazard 
the  experiment,  even  fuppofmg  that 
his  own  difpofition  had  prompted 
him  ever  fo  ftron?ly  to  the  mea- 
fure. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  it  fo 
happened,  that  fcarcely  in  any  age 
ancient  or  modern,  whether  among 
refined  or  half  civilized  nations,  any 
limilar  body  of  men,  fo  fuddenly 
involved  in  the  mod  pitiable  date 
of  degradation  and  ruin,  ever  ex¬ 
cited  lo  little  fympathy,  or  ever  met 
with  fo  cold  and  forbidding  a  recep¬ 
tion,  as  the  French  nobility  expe¬ 
rienced  upon  this  occafion  in  all 
the  neighbouring  countries.  They 
were,  almoft  without  exception, 
every  where  beheld  with  a  preju¬ 
diced  and  malignant,  rather  than  a 
kind  or  benevolent  eye ;  and  even 
while  they  yet  poffeffed  money, 
found  it  difficult  to  procure  fheiter. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  attribute  this 
general  public  diflike  (for  it  was 
much  ftronger  than  mere  indiffer¬ 
ence)  to  political  caufes  or  motives, 
any  more  than  to  the  particular  dif¬ 
pofition  of fovereigns.  For,  although 
tlie  human  mind  willingly  makes 
many  great  facrifices  to  laws,  to  go¬ 
vernment,  and  to  power,  it  is  by  no 
means  difpofed  to  refign  its  lympa- 
thies  or  antipathies  to  the  will  or 
Opinion  of  others ;  and  perhaps  lefs 
fo  to  its  rulers  than  to  any.  In 
whatever  intercfts  the  heart  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  tenacious;  nature  feeming 


to  have  implanted  that  principle  in 
order  to  afford  fome  fheiter  or  re¬ 
fuge,  even  in  defpite  of  power,  to 
the  forlorn  victims  of  opprefiion  and 
diftrefs.  There  feems  much  room 
then  for  prefuming,  unlefs  fome 
more  cogent  caufe  can  be  produced, 
than  the  infufferable  vanity  and  ar¬ 
rogance,  which  had  ever  marked 
the  character  of  that  people,  whe¬ 
ther  colieftively  or  individually, 
through  all  the  days  of  their  prof- 
perity,  was  now,  in  the  hard  feafon 
of  their  adverfity,  too  well  remem¬ 
bered  by  thole  neighbours,  whom 
they  had  heretofore  treated  with  the 
mo  ft  fupreme  and  mortifying  con¬ 
tempt. 

But  the  overweening  confidence, 
the  rafh  and  imperious  language, 
with  the  precipitate  determinations 
of  the  national  affembly,  were  fully 
competent  to  the  creation  of  ene¬ 
mies  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  wrho 
might  otherwife  have  been  friends, 
or  at  leaft  indifferent  fpe&ators.  In 
their  rage  for  the  total  overthrow 
and  abolition  of  the  feudal  fyftem, 
they  had  paid  as  little  regard  to  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  foreigners,  as 
they  had  done  in  all  cafes  with  re- 
fpeft  to  thofe  of  their  own  nobility 
and  clergy.  The  duke  of  Wirtem* 
berg,  the  prince  of  Deuxponts,  with 
many  other  German  princes  both 
fecular  and  ecclefiaftical,  held  great 
poffeffions  in  Alface,  and  other  pro¬ 
vinces,  which  France  had  hereto¬ 
fore  wrenchsd  from  the  empire  in 
the  days  of  its  troubles  and  diftrefs, 
and  which  thefe  princes  held  by  the 
fame  original  tenure  that  they  did 
their  other  eftates  more  immediately 
at  home.  Thefe  feveral  diftri&s, 
with  all  the  ancient  rights  apper¬ 
taining  to  them,  were,  in  the  year 
1648,  after  the  forcible  transfer  of 
paramount  dominion  by  arras  had 
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already  taken  place,  farther  fe- 
tured,  confirmed;  and  guaranteed 
to  the,  poffeflbrs,  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  by  the  celebrated  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  to  which  France  her- 
felf  was  a  contraCHng  party,  and 
from  which  alone  fhe  can  derive 
any  legal  title  or  claim  to  the  pro¬ 
vinces  in  queftion,  of  which  thefe 
leffer  fiefs  compofe  a  confiderable 
part.  Yet  thele  rights,  fo  authen¬ 
tically  confirmed  and  guaranteed, 
had  been,  without  the  {'mailed:  ex¬ 
planation  or  ceremony,  totally  fet 
afide  and  fubverted,  by  the  fimple 
decree  of  a  new  and  unheard-of 
body  of  men,  who  fuddeniy  called 
themfelves  a  F rench  afiembly,  while 
a  captive  king,  in  violation  of  trea¬ 
ties  by  which  he  was  perfonally, 
and  his  country  through  him  di¬ 
rectly  bound,  and  in  direCt  contra¬ 
diction  to  his  own  opinion  and  ad¬ 
vice  publicly  communicated  to  that 
afiembly,  was  compelled,  molt  un¬ 
willingly,  to  give  his  fanCtion  to 
this  violation  and  wrong-. 

O 

We  have  already  feen  the  indig¬ 
nation  excited  in  the  afiembly,  juft 
before  the  king’s  removal  from 
Verfailles,  upon  receiving  his  let¬ 
ter,  in  which  he  had  ventured  to 
expoftulate,  in  the  gen  tie  ft  terms, 
upon  the  impolicy  and  danger,  as 
well  as  the  flagrant  injuftice,  of  this, 
and  of  fome  others  of  their  aCts, 
which  had  been  then  haftily  de¬ 
creed  ;  we  have  likewife  feen,  that 
at  ten  o’clock  at  night,  in  the  midft 
Of  that  dreadful  tumult,  in  which 
his  life  apparently  hung  by  a  Angle 
hair,  he  was  obliged,  without  com¬ 
ment,  explanation,  or  referve,  to 
give  his  fanCtion  to  this  decree,  as 
well  as  to  that  which  eftablilhed  and 
confirmed  the  revolution,  and  to  all 
others  which  were  then  in  readi- 

9. 


nefs.  Upon  this,  as  well  as  upbff 
every  other  occafion  in  which  the 
fubjeCt  was  at  all  mentioned,  the 
national  afiembly  affeCted  to  treat 
the  rights  and  claims,  as  well  as  the 
perfons  and  condition  of  the  fo¬ 
reign  princes  with  the  moft  infuf- 
ferable  contempt ;  nor  did  their 
great  bond  of  right  and  fecurity, 
the  treaty  bf  Weftphalia,  which  is 
confidered  as  the  Magna  Charta  of 
the  Germanic  empire,  and  held  by 
that  people  as  little  lefs  than  facred,- 
mebt  with  any  greater  refpeCt. 

This  occafioned  a  general  outcry 
againft  the  French,  and  particularly 
again  ft  the  conduCt  of  their  aflem¬ 
bly,  in  Germany;  while  the  injured 
princes,  no  lefs  irritated  perhaps  by 
the  injurious  treatment  which  they 
received,  than  by  their  immediate 
Ioffes;  were  inceffant  in  their  applF 
cations,  both  individually  and  col¬ 
lectively,  to  the  diet  of  the  empire 
fdr  protection  and  redrefs.  The 
diet  took  up  the  bufinefs  with  great 
fpirit ;  and  though  the  untoward 
ftate  of  public  affairs  did  not  yet  aff 
ford  leifure  to  the  great  powers  of  the 
empire  to  take  fuch  an  aCtive  fhare 
in  the  bufinefs  as  might  give  imme¬ 
diate  efficacy  to.-  its  proceedings  and 
intentions,  it  was  by  no  means  the 
lefs  fenfible  of  the  injury  and  wrong# 
and  of  the  inf ult  thereby  offered  to 
the  whole  Germanic  body.  It  is 
not  indeed  improbable,  that  the 
vexatious  inability  of  enforcing  its; 
resolutions  which  the  diet  now  ex¬ 
perienced,  ferved  much  to  increafe 
its  indignation  and  refentment.  W 6 
accordingly  find,  that  the  diet  be¬ 
came  and  continued  exceedingly 
adverfe,  and  avowedly  dKpofed  to 
be  hofiile  to  the  new  French  go¬ 
vernment,  which  they  confidered  as 
commencing  its  career  by  a  flagrant 

violation? 
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violation  of  public  faith  and  of  the 
melt  facred  treaties,  of  fetting  the 
general  opinions  and  laws  of  man¬ 
kind  at  defiance,  and  of  wifliing  to 
diffolve  or  overthrow  all  thofe 
compa&s  between  nations,  which 
had  been  conftrutted  as  mounds  for 
the  prefervation  of  their  mutual 
peace  and  fecurity.  Jn  this  tem¬ 
per,  and  with  thefe  opinions,  the 
Germanic  body,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  its  diet,  only  waited  for 
the  arrival  of  the  proper  feafon,  and 
the  concurrence  of  the  proper 
means,  to  carry  the  effect  of  their 
refen  tment,  and  the  redrefs  of  the 
injury  offered,  at  once  into  execu¬ 
tion. 

Thus  from  the  habit  of  giving 
a  loofe  and  unbounded  fcope  to 
haughty,  contemptuous,  and  arro¬ 
gant  language,  -of  turning  all  mat¬ 
ters,  however  ferrous,  to  ridicule, 
which  did  not  entirely  correfpond 
>vith  their  own  ideas,  or  diredtly 
fuit  their  liking,  and  by  a  dictato¬ 
rial  and  peremptory  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  in  all  points  correfponding 
with  the  language  and  manner, 
were  the  feeds  of  a  fevere,  bitter, 
andextenfive  war,  capable  of  events 
and  confequences  far  beyond  all 
calculation,  molt  induftrioufly  fown 
hy  the  national  aflembly  in  that 
wide  and  powerful  empire.  Where¬ 
as,  if  a  due  attention  had  been  at 
fir  it  paid  to  propriety  of  language 
and  conduct,  if  the  femblance  of 
juitice  and  equity  had  been  obferv- 
ed,  by  duly  examining  and  confi- 
dering  the  rights  of  the  princes  and 
the  obligations  of  treaties,  and  if 
the  refult  of  this  enquiry  had  been, 
the  propofal  of  a  fair  compenfation 
to  the  former  for  the  iurrender  of 
their  feudal  rights,  there  is  not  the 
fmalleft  room  for  doubting,  that  this 
•  trouble  feme  buiinefs  would  have 


been  eafily  accommodated ;  and  if 
the  princes  had  even  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  overrated  their  demands,  poli¬ 
tical  prudence  would  have  fhewn, 
that  it  was  more  eligible  to  fubmit 
to  fome  fmall  prefent  pecuniary  ex¬ 
tortion,  and  thereby  get  quit  of  a 
claim  which  could  never  be  renew¬ 
ed,  than  to  fuffer,  particularly  in  fo 
critical  a  feafon  as  the  prefent,  fuch 
a  bone  of  endlefs  difcord  to  conti¬ 
nue  conftantly  in  view. 

When  it  was  too  late,  the  afTem- 
bly  feemed  in  fome  degree  to  be¬ 
come  fenfible  of  its  error,  or  at  leaf! 
to  be  alarmed  at  the  effedl  which  it 
was  already  producing,  and  feveral 
months  after  the  abolition  of  the 
feudal  rights,  it  carelefsly  voted  an 
indemnification  to  the  German 
princes.  But  the  feafon  for  conci¬ 
liatory  accommodation  was  now 
paft ;  the  refentment  of  the  injured 
had  rifen  to  its  utmoil  pitch ;  they 
perceived  that  the  indignation  of 
their  friends,  neighbours,  and  eo- 
eftates  in  general,  was  equally  ex¬ 
cited  with  their  own  ;  they  had  been 
forced  to  appeal  to  another  fource 
for  redrefs,  which  they  knew  would 
fooner  or  later  be  obtained,  and 
that  probably  accompanied  with  a 
pleafing  gratification  of  their  ven¬ 
geance.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
and  in  this  temper,  they  refufed  to 
fell  or  to  barter  their  birthrights. 
The  afTembly  the  wed  a  Itoical  in¬ 
difference,  which  they  feemed  to 
■think  confonant  with  the  {tern  and 
inflexible  dignity  of  Republicans, 
upon  this  refuial.  They,  however, 
ordered  the  offer  of  indemnification 
to  be  repeated,  and  left  die  matter 
after  to  take  its  ordinary  courfe. 

.Nor  was  the  national  aflembly 
more  fortunate  with  refpett  to  the 
government  of  the  French  colonies 
in  the  Welt  Indies,  than  it  was 
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its  tranfaflions  With  foreigners ;  and 
thefe  great,  and  apparently  inex- 
haultible  fources  of  the  commerce, 
wealth,  power,  and  naval  force  of 
Prance,  have  in  the  ilfue  been  to¬ 
tally  ruined,  by  a  feries  of  precipi¬ 
tate  meafures*  of  rafii  and  untried 
fchemes,  adopted  without  due  cor:- 
lideration,  or  competent  knowledge 
of  the  fubje&,  and  founded  lipon 
the  fame  order  of  abftrafl  notions, 
and  metaphyfical  dreams,  which  had 
involved  the  parent  country  in  its 
prefent  unparalleled  fituation.  It 
had  been  early  and  well  ebferved 
in  the  aflembly  by  M.  Barnave,  an 
able  and  eminent  leader  in  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  the  revolution,  and 
who  went  all  lengths  with  the  ruling 
party,  “  that,  unfortunately,  their 
“  rights  of  men  could  not  apply  to 
“  the  Wed  Indies  ;  that  if  they  en- 
“  deavoured  to  make  the  applica- 
“  tion,  they  would  lofe  their  colo- 
nies,  impoverish  their  trading 
"  and  manufacturing  towns,  until 
**  the  common  people,  grown  defpe- 
ie  rate  by  the  difappointment  of 
*c  their  hopes,  would  be  ready  to  fell 
“  tliemfelves  to  the  enemies  of  the 
revolution.”  Indeed  there  can  be 
no  queftion,  but  that  confidered 
merely  as  a  fubjeCt  of  date  policy, 
without  any  reference  to  philoso¬ 
phy,  or' to  the  milder  feelings  of  hu¬ 
manity,  that  the  general  declaration 
of  the  rights  of  man,  without  any 
diftinChon  of  country  or  colour,  by 
a  nation  p oil e ding  great  and  ex- 
tenfivc  colonics  cultivated  by  flaves, 
and  dill  determined  to  retain  thefe 
Colonies,  under  a  tull  intention  of 
reaping  all  the  cuftomary  advan¬ 
tages  from  them,  without  providing 
any  fubditutds  for  the  flaves,  or 
any  indemnification  for  their  own¬ 
er*,  mud  ever  be  deemed  a  rafh,  as 
as  a  hady  and  improvident 


meafure ;  but  neither  thefe  cdnl?-* 
derations,  nor  the  eloquence  not 
warnings  of  Barnave,  were  at  all 
capable  of  redding  that  democrati- 
cal  rage  for  liberty  and  equality* 
which  now1  prevailed. 

A  fociety  had  for  fome  time  fub- 
fided  in  France  under  the  title  of 
V ami  de  Noir,  or  the  friends  of  the 
negroes,  which  owed  its  origin  to 
the  focleties  formed  in  England 
upon  the  fame  principle  ;  and  like 
there  iflued  feveral  publications  ill 
favour  of  the  opprefled  Africans, 
which  being  indudrioudy  circulated 
in  the  Wed  India  Idands,  and  well 
luited  to  the  capacities  as  well,  as  to 
the  likings  of  that  people,  produced 
fueli  an  elFed,  that  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  contributed  much  td 
the  dreadful  enormities  which  af¬ 
terwards  teak  place  in  thefe  colo¬ 
nies.  Although  this  fociety  was 
not  much  didinguifhed  by  the  rank, 
abilities,  or  even  number  of  its 
members,  nor  indeed  by  any  thing* 
but  the  humanity  of  its  objeft,  and 
the  private  virtues  of  feveral  of  the 
individuals  of  which  it  was  com^ 
poled,  yet  this  being  the  age  of 
fentiment,  as  well  as  of  innovation* 
and  the  doctrines  it  held  out  ac¬ 
cording  with  thofe  favourite 'ones 
of  univerfal  liberty  and  general 
equality*  they  became  lo  falhion- 
able,  that  lome  names  cf  confldera- 
ble  eminence  were  rendered  odious, 
and  their  pollefiors  marked  out,  not 
only  as  enemies  to  humanity,  but 
to  the  new  philofophy  and  the  fyf- 
tem  formed  on  it  in  all  their  parts, 
for  having  ventured,  on  motives  of 
policy,  of  general  fafety,  and  of 
juftice  to  the  planters,  to  expofe, 
what  appeared  to  them,  their  falla¬ 
cy,  impropriety,  and  danger. 

The  planters  had  made  a  com-1 
plaint  to  the  king,  long  before  the 
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tommencement  of  his  troubles,  of 
the  dangers  to  which  the/  were  al¬ 
ready  expofed,  and  of  the  greater 
to  which  they  were  liable,  through, 
the  proceedings  of  this  fociety  ;  but 
they  were  grievoufly  difappointed 
upon  receiving  for  anfwer,  “  That 
u  he  was  glad  to  hear  there  was 
“  fuch  a  fociety,  and  that  fome  of 
"  his  fubjedls  had  humanity  enough 
to  concern  themfelves  about  the 
fate  of  the  poor  negroes.”  An 
anfwer  which  fufficiently  teftifies  the 
natural  tendernefs  and  goodnsfs 
which  poffefTed  the  heart  of  the  fo- 
ve reign ;  whatever  impreffion  it 
may  make  with  refpedl  to  his  poli¬ 
tical  wifdom  or  knowledge.  His 
minifters,  however,  held  very  dif¬ 
ferent  fentiments  from  the  king  up¬ 
on  this  fubjedf.  Calonne  had  de¬ 
creed  confiderable  bounties  to  en¬ 
courage  and  increafe  the  (lave 
trade  ;  and  Neckar,  the  avowed 
child  of  fentiment,  philanthropy,  and 
morality,  not  only  continued  thefe 
bounties,  but  in  a  treatife,  abound¬ 
ing  otherwife  with  precepts  and  fen¬ 
timents  of  the  greateft  humanity, 
laid  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible 
axiom,  “  that  the  nation  which  fets 
“  the  example  of  abolifhing  the 
“  (lave  trade,  will  become  the  dupe 
“  of  its  own  generolity.” 

The  exertion's  of  the  friends  of 
the  negroes,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  feemed,  however,  to  have 
loft  all  coniideration  and  even  re¬ 
membrance,  as  foon  as  an  account 
of  the  revolution  at  home  reached 
the  iflands,  and  that  the  dodtrines  of 
univerfal  liberty  and  equality  were 
promulgated  among  the  colonifts. 
The  -beautiful  iiland  of  St.‘  Do¬ 
mingo,  the  fineft  parts  of  which 
were  covered  with  a  number  of  the 
moft  flourifhing,  rich,  and  happy 
colonies  perhaps  in  the  world,  was 


the  firft,  the  greateft,  the  moft  kill¬ 
ing,  and  the  moft  deplorable' vic¬ 
tim  to  the  enfuing  calamities* 
Though  a  contempt  of  all  govern¬ 
ment  and  fubordination  foon  be¬ 
came  general  among  all  orders  and 
degrees  cf  men,  yet  the  troops 
feem  to  have  been  among  the  firft 
who  afforded  a  practical  example  of 
the  enjoyment  of  their  new  liberty. 
This  was  difplayed  by  the  regiment 
of  Port  au  Prince,  in  the  murdef 
of  their  colonel,  a  brave  and  dil- 
tinguifned  officer;  who,  in  open 
day,  was  llaughtered  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment.  Single  enormities, 
however  ftriking  in  themfelves, 
were  foon  loft  in  the  general  glare 
cf  the  greater  which  were  to  suc¬ 
ceed..  The  colonifts,  like  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  France,  were  divided  into 
two  great  parties,  the  royalifts  and 
the  republicans,  each  of  which  ap¬ 
peared  at  different  times  to  predo¬ 
minate  ;  but  the  preffure  of  do- 
meftic  troubles  and  dangers  excited 
by  the  new  ftate  of  things  too  im¬ 
mediately  afFedted  the  planters,  to 
admit  of  their  yet  cutting  each 
others  throats  about  the  politics  of 
Europe.  '  ^ 

For  the  prefent  cccafion  drew 
forth  and  brought  into  a  ftate  of 
great  notoriety  a  new  race  of  men, 
who  had  hitherto  been  little  known 
or  heard  of,  at  leaft  on  this  fide  the 
Atlantic.  Thefe  were  the  mulat-^ 
toes,  a  numerous,  bold,  hardy,  dar¬ 
ing,  and  profligate  race;  who  being 
derived  from  the  promifeuous  inter- 
courfe  between  white  men  and  ne- 
groe  women,  were,  by  a  lfrange 
perverfion  of  language,  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  the  appellation  of  people  of 
colour.  The  much  greater  part  of 
thefe  were  by  birth  in  the  condition 
of  free  men,  with  reipedt  to  perfon 
and  property,  but  were  feduded  by 
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law  from  any  fhare  in  the  civil  go¬ 
vernment,  and  confequently  from 
giving  their  votes  in  the  election  of 
magistrates  or  deputies.  Thefe 
now  infilled  upon  a  full  participa¬ 
tion  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  free  citizens,  without  any  regard 
to  the  diflinftions  of  birth  or  co¬ 
lour,  which,  they  faid,  had  been 
formed  in  the  days  of  d'efpotifm, 
tiarknefs,  and  ignorance  ;  and  being 
much  more  numerous,  as  well  as 
iar  exceeding  in  bodily  llrength 
and  courage  the  luxurious  and 
enervated  whites,  they  fupported 
their  claims,  not  only  with  an  ap¬ 
parent  fenfe  of  their  fuperiority,  but 
with  all  that  prompt  intemperance 
)  and  arrogance,  which  feems  to  be 
peculiarly  charatteriflic  of  that 
race. 

Both  parties  fent  deputies  to  the 
national  affembly  ;  jarring,  contra* 
didtory,  and  inexplicit  decrees  were 
fent  out :  fome  of  which  were  faid 
not  to  be  underflood,  fome  imprac¬ 
ticable,  and  others  would  not  be 
obeyed.  The  colonial  affembly  was 
fufpedled  by  the  national  of  aiming 
at  independency ;  and  it  was  faid 
that  the  planters  talked  publicly  of 
nailing  in  the  Englilh  and  furren¬ 
dering  the  ifland  to  them.  Some 
of  the  decrees  frere  underflood  by 
the  mulattoes  to  confer  rights  on 
them,  which  the  whites  would  not 
allow  them  to  poffefs,  and  which 
the  others  prepared  to  wreft  from 
’them  by  force ;  and  until  this  at¬ 
tempt  was  made,  the  animofity,  and 
fcmttual  abhorrence  of  the  parties  * 
was  increafed  to  a  decree  feldom 

v  O 

Equalled.  In  procefs  of  time,  com- 
imiffioners  were  repeatedly  fent  from 
France  ;  but  thefe  carrying  out 
with  them  the  violent  political  pre¬ 
judices  which  they  had  imbibed  at 
h  ome,  and  being  generally  men  de¬ 


void  of  principle,  if  not  of  abilities* 
inflead  of  attempting  to  heal  dif¬ 
ferences,  they,  upon  their  arrival* 
depending  upon  the  chances  which 
length  of  time,  diflance,  and  the 
uncertain  flate  of  government  in 
the  mother  country*  might  product 
in  their  favour,  looked  only  to  pro¬ 
cure  immediate  power  and  confe- 
quence,  by  placing  themfelves  at 
the  head  of  fome  of  the  contending 
factions;,  and  thus  rufhing  at  once 
as  principals,  into  all  the  rage  and 
fury  of  civil  difeord,  increafed  to  its 
utmofl  pitch,  that  confufion  and 
mifehief  which  they  were  intended 
to  remedy. 

It  would  fill  a  volume  of  no  in- 
confiderable  fize  to  give  only  a  brief 
narrative  of  the  troubles  which  en- 
fued  in  the  French  iflands ;  of  the 
continual  difputes  which  arofe,  and 
the  fhort  ir.termiffions  of  feeming 
conciliation  which  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  whites  and  the  mulattoes* 
the  mailers  and  their  Haves,  the  go¬ 
vernors  and  the  colonial  affemblies* 
and  between  the  national  affembly 
at  home,  and  the  two  lall :  With¬ 
out  taking  into  the  account  the  po¬ 
litical  fa&ions  which  raged,  and  in¬ 
creafed  the  general  confufion  and 
fury  ;  while  every  arrival  from 
France  was  pregnant  with  new 
fources  of  difeord.  In  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  alone*  three  different  colo¬ 
nial  affemblies  were  chofen  in  three 
different  parts  of  the  ifland,  who  all 
fitting  at  the  fame  time,  were  only 
diflinguifhed  by  their  endlefs  con¬ 
tention. 

A  curious  obfervation,  which  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  entirely  unworthy 
the  contemplation  of  philofophy, 
nrifes  from  a  curfory  confideration 
of  this  lubjetl;  which  is,  that  man¬ 
kind  are  lcarcely  more  flow  in  th£ 
prog  refs  of  moral  improvement* 
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thah  they  are  in  totally  fhaking  off 
all  ideas,  natural  or  acquired,  of  or¬ 
der  and  juftice.  We  fee  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  mifrule  and  diforder 
producing  a  jumble  of  all  the  paf- 
fions,  of  almoft  all  orders,  parties, 
colours,  and  degrees  of  men,  which 
are  thrown  into  a  Hate  of  the  mod 
Violent  fermentation ;  and  yet  we 
fee,  that  it  required  fon\e  confider- 
able  courfe  of  practice  in  the  com- 
milfion  of  crimes,  and  no  fmall  ex¬ 
tent  of  time,  before  this  chaos  of 
anarchy  and  cOnfufion  could  produce 
its  ultimate  effeCt,  and  plunge,- even 
the  molt  depraved,  or  moll  ignorant 
of  mankind,  into  the  la  ft  poffible  de¬ 
gree  of  atrocity  and  guilt.. 

As  the  feries  of  calamity  and  ruin 
which  fell  upon  the  French  colonies 
fire  kill  fcarcely  clofed,  it  mult  fuffice 
for  us  at  the  prefeiit  to  obferve,  that 
the  mulattoes  were  the  Hrk,  in  St. 
Domingo,  who  had  recourfe  to  arms; 
that  numbers  of  negroes  were  by 
degrees  armed  and  drawn  in  as 
auxiliaries  ;  '  that  after  dreadful 
fcenes  of  devakation,  daughter,  and 
horror,  the  Haves  being  trained  to 
lofe  all  refpeCt  for,  and  dread  of  their 
makers;  rofe  upon  their  own  ac¬ 
count  in  rebellion,  to  the  number  of 
a  htmdred  thoufand  or  more,  with  a 
view  of  totally  exterminating  the 
whites.  And  that  thus,  though  by 
flow  degrees,  the  aid  of  artillery, 
and  the  benefit  of  fortifications  long 
preferving  fome  degree  of  balance, 
the  final  ruin  of  that  fine  ifland  was 
preceded  and  accompanied  by  Inch 
horrid  fcenes  of  cruelty,  murder, 
maflacre,  conflagration;  and  general 
defolation,  as  have  feldom  diip-raced 
the  page  of  hiitory,  or  equally 
wrung  the  hearts  of  mankind  in  the 
recital. 

;  While  the  colonies  were  thus 
hommeneing,  or  already  in  the  courfe 


of  their  difaftrous  career,  that  plots* 
confpiracies,  and  infurredlfons,  were 
the  conflant  fubjefts  of  difcourfe  and 
apprehenflon  at  home,  and  that  the 
fmothering  feeds  of  foreign  war 
were  ill  covered  in  Germany,  the 
Hate  of  the  army,  which  had  in  a 
great  meafure  thrown  olf  all  fubor- 
dination  and  difcipline,  was  a  fource 
of  much  unealinefs  to  the  national 
affembly.  The  troops  had  been 
guilty  of  great  outrages  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  but  tumult 
and  outrage  were  things  now  fo 
common,  that  thefe  might  have 
pafled  without  much  notice,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  uncertainty 
from  what  fpirit  they  proceeded* 
and  of  the  political  fentiments  which 
operated  on  the  foldiers.  Proper 
means  were  ufed  to  found  the  prin¬ 
ciples  both  of  officers  and  private 
men,  and  the  refult  of  the  enquiry 
was  faid  to  be,  that  the  former  were 
very  generally  ariftocrates,  and  were 
fuppofed  to  have  been  already  cor¬ 
rupted  by  that  party;  but  that  the 
foldiers  were  as  generally  well  dif- 
pofed  to  thfe  revolution,  and  might 
without  much  difficulty  be  firmly  fe- 
cured  to  it.  This  objeCt  being  ac¬ 
cordingly  eafily  attained,  the  army 
became,  like  the  nation,  divided 
into  two  great  parties.  But  the 
means  thus  ufed  for  gaining  or  fe4 
curing  the  foldiers,  however  necef- 
fliry  it  might  have  been  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  had  the  ill  effeCt  of 
dcflroying  all  remains  of  fubordina- 
tion  and  difcipline  in  the  army;  the 
foldiers,  fwelling  with  the  import¬ 
ance  which  they  found  they  poffef- 
fed,  and  thereby  fecure  of  fupporl 
and  protection  in  all  cafes,  now  add¬ 
ed  contempt  and  party  animofity  tcfr 
that  dillike,  arifmg.only  from  art 
averflon  to  command,  which  the/ 
had  before  entertained  for  their  of¬ 
fice  rate 
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fleers.  Such  an  army  was  little  cal¬ 
culated  for  public  defence,  or  con¬ 
tention  with  a  foreign  enemy,  how¬ 
ever  it  might,  through  the  very  ex- 
cefs  of  its  faultinefs>  exceed  all  others 
in  the  peculiar  fervice  of  overawing 
and  controlling  the  difafleded  at 
borne;  efpecially  in  a  Hate  of  things, 
where  the  end  was  generally  allow¬ 
ed  to  juflify  the  means ;  and  ads  of 
violence  and  outrage  were  feldom 
enquired  into,  if  they  were  commit¬ 
ted  on  the  right  fide  of  the  queflion, 
or  under  the  influence,  as  it  was 
termed,  of  true  patdotifm. 

A  change  which  now  took  place, 
or  which  had  rather  been  gradually 
growing  in  the  difpofition  and  fen- 
timents  of  tire  people  fmee  the  com- 
inencerncnt  of  the  revolution,  how¬ 
ever  dangerous  or  fatal  it  might 
prove  in  its  future  operation  or 
confequences,  afforded,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  the  greatell  ftrength  and  fecu- 
rity  to  the  new  fyflem,  which  it 
could  poflibly  obtain.  This  was 
the  violent  paflion  for  fovereignty, 
which  eafilv  fuperfeded  the  weaker 
defire  of  liberty,  whofe  poflefiion 
appeared  as  nothing,  when  placed 
in  comparifon  with  the  charms  of 
that  feduclng  enchantrefs.  This 
paflion  was  not  confined  to  any  par¬ 
ticular  order  or  clafs  of  men,  but 
fpread  like  a  contagion  through  all 
ranks  of  the  populace  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  and  rendered  them 
as  zealous  patriots,  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  that  term  at  the  time, 
teat  is,  as  anxious  and  as  violent 
fupporters  of  the  prefent  fyflem,  as 
the  national  aflembly  themfelveS. 

It  may  be  eafiiy  remembered, 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles  this  in  p  re  me  authority  had 
been  continually  exercTed  without 
fcruple  or  ceremony,  not  only  by 
thole  fmaller  or  greater  communi¬ 


ties  who  carried  the  appearance  of 
acting  in  a  public  capacity,  but  very 
generally  by  mere  individuals,  or 
by  any  accidental  colledtion  of  them, 
whether"  brought  together  in  the 
purfuit  of  particular  revenge,  or 
prompted  by  the  general  defire  of 
plunder.  In  a  word,  the  exercife  of 
this  uncon trouled  authority,  was  held 
to  be  not  only  the  criterion  but  the 
e Hence  of  freedom;  and  by  degrees, 
its  continual  practice,  led  not  only 
the  larger  diftridts,  but  even  fmaller 
communities,  in  a  great  mdaiure  to 
conflder  themfclves  and  to  adl,  with¬ 
out  any  formal  aflimiption  of  the 
name,  as  diftindt  republics,  though 
connedled  by  fome  fort  cf  federal 
union,  the  nature  of  which  they  took 
no  trouble  to  enquire  into.  They, 
however,  confldered  the  national  af- 
fembly  as  a  neCeflary  legiflative  and 
executive  head,  for  the  purpofes  of 
preventing  diicord  among  the  num- 
berlefs  parts,  of  condudling  the  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs,  including  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  revenue,  and  of  concen¬ 
trating  and  diredling  the  common 
force ;  while  with  all  thefe  high 
powers,  they  held  that  body  to  be 
ultimately  fubjedt  to  their  general 
and  fupreme  controul.  Upon  the 
fame  principle,  and  Under  the  fame 
impreflion,  every  adtive  citben,  if 
not  every  one  at  large,  now  flood 
high  in  his  own  eftimation,  as  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  ftve  or  fix  millions  of 
joint  f'overeigns  who  ruled  a  great 
empire. 

This  general  paflion  for  rule  in 
the  people,  and  opinion  of  its  being 
a  right,  fo  fubverlive  of  all  govern¬ 
ment,  and  not  Id's  incompatible  with 
the  principles  cf  a  republic  than  a 
monarchy,  having  been  brought 
into  being  and  adl  by  circumflarice 
and  occaiioR,  was  nourifhed  and 
folic  red,  not  only  by  the  new  doo 

trines 


t 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [141 


trines  promulgated  by  the  national 
aflembly,  but,  perhaps.  Hill  more,  by 
the  new  and  drange  language  which 
it  became  fafhionable  to  uie  in  that 
body;  the  majefty  of  the  people, 
their  fupreme  authority,  their  un¬ 
controllable  power,  to  which  all 
things  mull:  bend,  and  even  the 
principles  of  law,  judice,  and.  right 
give  way,  being  the  ufual  flowers  of 
fpeech  which  adorned  every  ha¬ 
rangue,  that  pretended  to  any  merit, 
or  that  hoped  for  any  praiie.  The 
effefl  of  inch  language  continually 
refounding  in  the  ears  of  a  people 
already  maddened  by  the  very  doc¬ 
trines  which  it  conveyed  and  con¬ 
firmed,  may  be  much  more  eaflly 
imagined  than  exprcfied.  In  fad, 
popularity  being  thf  idol  to  which 
all  the  writers  and  orators,  not  only 
in  the  aflembly,  but  throughout  the 
kingdom,  paid  their  conflant  and 
mod  fervent  devotion,  all  their  wri¬ 
tings  and  all  their  fpeeches,  were 
direded  to  flatter  the  populace,  and 
Confeqnently  tended  to  cherifh  and 
increafe  this  dangerous  phren7,y. 

As  the  defire  of  rule  and  fove- 
reignty  is  inherent  in  the  human 
■bread,  and  among  the  drongefl  of 
all  the  paflions  that  infell  it,  it  can¬ 
not  be  wondered  at,  that  the  -petty 
but  numerous  pofleflors  of  new  and 
unexpeded  power,  fhould  determine, 
at  ail  events,  to  preferve  fo  invalu¬ 
able  a  treafure,  and  ihould  tremble 
at  every  appr^henflon  of  its  lofs. 
This  coalefced  the  apparent  bulk  of 
the  nation,  or  at  lead  the  ading 
part  of  it,  to  a  man,  in  one  common 
Entered,  and  bond  of  union,  which, 
however  fragile  all  other  ties  might 
prove,  carried  in  its  nature  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  indiflbluhility,  as  the 
Sautes  which  produced  it  could  ne- 
ve^ceafe  to  operate.  The  mod  un¬ 
informed  #f  thofe,  who  were  thus 


fuddenly  curd,  or  as  they  deemed  it 
bled  with  the,  poUedion  of  power, 
could  fcarcely  avoid  perceiving, 
that  no  oth£r  fydem  of  government 
upon  earth,  than  the  prefent,  could 
or  would  have  endued  them  with 
fuch  an  authority ;  and  every  man 
accordingly  found  himfelf  immedi¬ 
ately  bound,  by  the  mod  captivating 
and  irrefidable  motives,  to  fupport 
and  defend  at  all  rifques,  and  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  all  perils,  that  date  of  things 
which  procured  him  fuch  unfpeak- 
able  happinefs. 

The  real  or  pretended  plots  and 
confpiracies,  as  well  as  the  foreign 
dangers  which  were  unceafingly 
held  out,  along  with  the  real  vague 
and  futile  indudry  of  the  redlefs  and 
ruined  royalids,  who  were  eagerly 
grafping  at  every  fhadow,  which 
feemed  to  indicate  in  the  weakeft 
degree,  the  mod  delufive  hopes  of 
recovering  their  rights,  excited  the 
greated  poTible  alarm  among  thole 
people,  who  were  now  in  pofleffioa 
of  all  the  fmaller  diviflons  of  power 
:and  authority,  and  who  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  maintain  what  they  pc,r- 
fefled,  The  province  of  Bretagne 
was  the  fird  that  let  the  example  of 
aflbciating,  arming,  and  forming 
large  bodies  of  men  in  military  ar¬ 
ray,  with  an  adiimption  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  appearance  of  aimies, 
for  the  defence  of  the  new  conflitu 
tion  againft  all  its  enemies  foreign 
or  domedic.  This  example  was 
fpeedily  fob  owed  by  its  neighbours, 
particularly  the  provinces  on  the 
ibuthern  tide,  and  in  a  little  time 
became  general  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

Thus  was  produced  that  extract  i\U  - 
nary  difplay  of  the  might  and  great - 
nefs  of  France,  the  glories  of  which, 
even  the  eloquent  hidorian  of  the 
rgy.oluiion,  fQeRts  at  fome  lofs  to  find 
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tvords  fufficiently  fplendid  to  de- 
fcribe;  although,  he  informs  us, 

“  that  the  earth  feemed  to  bring 
forth  armies.”  That,  nothing  was 
to  be  feen  any  where  but  battalions 
of  citizens,  who,  affembled  in  thou- 
fands,  were  {wearing  to  live  free,  or 
to  perilh.  The  clang  pf  arms,  the 
military  muflc,  the  banners  floating 
in  the  wind,  the  delightful  fenti- 
ments  of  brotherhood,  which  bound 
fo  great  a  multitude  to  one  and  the 
fame  caufe,  all  awakened  in  their 
hearts  the  enthuflafm  of  liberty.” 
And  that  “  France  beheld  four  mil¬ 
lions  of  men  in  arms  upon  her  plains ; 
millions  confcious  of  their  Arength, 
and  well  acquainted  with  their 
rights.” 

,  And  yet,  notwithflanding  this  ter¬ 
rific  mufler-roll,  which  feemed  to 
hold  out  defiance  to  the  united  force 
pf  mankind,  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  number  of  the  dif- 
.affedled  throughout  the  kingdom, 
was  at  leaft  equal  tp  that  pf  the  fup- 
porters  of  the  new  fyftem ;  fo  that 
the  fuppofed  four  millions  of  men  in 
arms  muft  have  be  eft  a  grofs  exag¬ 
geration,  as  the  general  population 
muA  otherwife  have  far  exceeded 
any  rational  eftimate  that  ever  was 
or  could  be  made  of  it;  without  ob¬ 
serving,  what  has  finpe  evidently 
Appeared,  that  the  kingdom  did  not 
poflefs  arms  fufficient  for  one  fourth 
pf  the  afligned  number.  For  befides 
the  two  great  bodies  of  the  nobility 
and  clergy,  whofe  difcontent  was 
avowed,  aifd  their  enmity  fcarcely 
denied,  even  fo'far  as  prudence  and 
fafety  required,  all  the  late  parlia¬ 
ments  ..and  magistrates  throughout 
the  kingdom,  with  all  the  retainers 
and  harbingers  of  law  and  of  juftice, 
in  all  their  various  degrees,  (whofe 
p umbers  in  France  were  fo  prodi- 
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gious,  that  a  true  eftimate  of  them, 
if  it  could  be  made,  would  appear* 
incredible)  were  to  a  man,  exceptr 
ing  fomething  between  one  and  two 
hundred  village  attornies  who  fat  in 
the  national  aflembly,  totally  ad- 
verfe  and  hoftile  to  the  new  govern¬ 
ment.  This  body  was  deemed  fo 
formidable,  that  Rabaut  feems  to 
conflder,  the  men  of  the  law,  the 
appellation  by  which  he  claffed  them 
in  the  grofs,  among  the  moll  dan-t 
gerous  enemies  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion.  To  thefe  were  to  be  added 
the  working  manufacturers  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  whofe  number  was 
beyond  count,  and  whofe  diftreffes 
were  now  great  and  general ;  nor 
was  perhaps  the  number  of  labo¬ 
rious  poor  in  the  provinces  much 
lefs,  whofe  families  could  fcarcely- 
have  exifted  in  any  manner,  but  for 
the  foftering  benevolence  and  boun¬ 
ty  of  their  lords,  who  were  now  ei¬ 
ther  ruined  or  abfent,  and  of  the 
clergy,  who  were  in  ftill  a  woife 
Hate.  To  all  thefe  might  be  added, 
an  immenfe  number  of  others,  under 
various  deferiptions,  whofe  lofles  or 
difapppintments  had  rendered  them 
unhappy,  and  confequently  diflatif- 
fied  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  af¬ 
fairs. 

The  diforders,  tumults,  affaffma^ 
fions,  and  maffacres,  which  were  ‘ 
continually  taking  place  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly 
in  rfie  great  cities,  being  in  many 
inltances  attributed  to  the  bad  con¬ 
duct  of  the  municipalities,  and  to 
contentions  between  themfelves,  the 
aflembly  palled  a  decree  that  all 
municipalities  ihound  be  anfwerable 
for  any  damage  done  by  rioters  in 
their  refpeCUve  diftriCls.  A  law 
which  might  have  produced  an  ex¬ 
cellent  eireft  if  it  had  been  properly 
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enforced,  but  from  that  being  ne¬ 
glected  anfwered  little  or  no  pur- 
pofe. 

The  alTembly  annexed  the  ifland 
uf  Corfica  infeparably  to  France,  by 
conftituting  it  a  member  of  the 
kingdom,  and  thus,  in  the  language 
of  Rabaut,  attaching  it  by  the  de¬ 
lightful  chains  of  liberty  and  equa¬ 
lity.  That  body  like  wife,  looking 
forward  to  the  future  greatnefs  and 
glory  of  France,,  as  well  as  to  fan 
and  increafe  to  its  utmoft  height  the 
glowing  flame  of  liberty,  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  ancient  republicanifm,  de¬ 
creed  mural  crowns  to  be  publicly 
prefented  to  the  conquerors  of  the 
Baftile.  ** 

The  unexpected  (difpute  between 
Spain  and  England,  which  was  a 
matter  of  furprife,  as  well  from  its 
fuddennefs  as  the  infignificance  of 
the  caufe,  to  all  Europe,  interrupted, 
in  fome  degree,  the  proceedings  of 
the  national  affembly  in  the  regular 
tion  of  domefric  affairs  and  govern¬ 
ment.  The  court  of  Madrid  having 
upon  this  occaflon  claimed  the  af- 
fiftance  which  France  was  bound  by 
the  family  compaCt  to  afford,  in  cafe 

Mav  i  uh  of  a  war-  the  killS  fent 
^  ^  *  a  mefiage  to  the  aflem- 

bly,  informing  them  of 
the  difpute,  the  claim,  and  of  the 
great  naval  preparations  made  by 
tne  Englifh ;  at  the  fame  time  re¬ 
quiring  their  afiiftance,  for  the  e^- 
quipment  of  a  fleet  of  1 4  fail  of  the 
line,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  affift  in 
fulfilling  the  mutual  engagements 
fubfifting^  between  the  nations. 
Though  the  anfwer  to  this  meflage 
Was  civil  enough,  but  guarded  again  ft 
at  all  entering  into  the  fubjeCl,  it 
immediately  brought  up  a  very  in- 
te  celling  debate  upon  a  moll  import¬ 
ant  fubjeCl ;  this  was  the  grand 
^UeftiQn,  in  whole  hands  the  power 


of  making  peace  and  war,  ftiould  a^ 
the  prefent  and  in  future  be  lodged?  , 
The  moft  violent  of  the  democratic 
party  infilled,  that  this  great  autho¬ 
rity  could  be  fafely  lodged  in  no, 
other  hands  but  thofe  of  the  affem- 

bly, ;  and  in  fupporting  this  opinion,  v 

r'epeated  with  great  energy  all  thofs 
common-place  topics  of  abufe,  and 
railing  acqufations,  which  it  was 
now  fo  fafnionable  to  bring  forward, 
againft  kings,  tyrants,  and  conquer^ 
ors  ;  as  if  no  republics  had  ever  en¬ 
tered  into  wars,  and  as  if  none  of 
their  faCUous  demagogues,  to  an¬ 
fwer  their  private  purpofes  or  am¬ 
bition,  had  ever  unjuftly  and  impo^ 
litically  caufed  them. 

One  of  the  deputies  on  the  other 
fide  gave  a  great  turn  to  the  debate 
by  telling  the  aflembly,  “  that  if 
they  took  this  power  to  themfelvee, 
a  battle  would  foon  be  fought  in  the 
middle  of  their  hall  between  Spanifh 
piaftres  and  Englifti  guineas.”  This 
ftroke  had  great  effeCl,  and  contri¬ 
buted  to  a  fort  of  compromife  be¬ 
tween  the  parties,  which  at  length 
produced  a  decree,  the  main  purport; 
of  which  with  refpeCi  to  the  quefr 
tion  was,  that  war  fhould  not  be 
made,  but  by  a  decree  of  the  national 
aflembly,  after  the  king’s  formal  no¬ 
tification  pf  his  opinion  cf  the  necef- 
fity  of  war;  and  that  the  king  fhould 
be  obliged  to  make  peace  if  the  af¬ 
fembly  require  it. 

In  this  decree  was  included  that 
celebrated  claufe,  which  was  for  3 
time  the  fubjeCl  of  fo  much  panegy-;. 
ric,  and  which,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  nation,  renounced  for  ever* 
all  conquefts,  and  confequently  all 
wars  leading  to  that  objeCt.  If  thi§ 
excellent  refolution  had  been  adher¬ 
ed  to,  it  would  have  produced  a  mofl 
happy  effect,  through  the  favourable 
irnpreftion  which  it  would  ha  ye  made 
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Upon  the  fentiments  of  mankind, 
and  particularly  on  the  neighbour¬ 
ing;  ftates,  with  refpedt  to  the  wif- 
dom,  moderation,  juftice,  and  peace¬ 
able  difpofition  which  predominated 
in  the  new  government ;  which  all 
Europe  would  then  find  itfelf  inte^ 
refted  in  fupporting,  and  which  the 
moft  remote  nations  could  not  avoid 
regarding  with  refpeft  and  admira¬ 
tion. 

But  this  mefiage  from  the  king 
threw  the  city  of  Paris  into  a  Bate 
of  the  moil  violent  agitation,  and  led 
the  populace  nearly  to  the  point  of 
renewing  all  the  outrages  which  they 
had  ever  before  exhibited ;  for  this 
ever  reftlefs  and  turbulent  people 
thought  fit  to  conceive,  that  the 
whole  bufinefs  was  the  effect  of  a 
connected  plot,  formed  by  the  king 
and  the  ariitocrates,  in  order  to  find 
:a  pretence  for  uniting  the  naval  and 
military  forces ^of  both  nations,  and 
thereby  2Ccompiifhing  a  counter  re¬ 
volution.  Upon  this  occafion  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  had  the  fortune  of  be.- 
ing  fo  often  alternately,  the  idol,  or 
the  averfion  of  the  mob,  became  the 
objeft  of  their  utmoft  execration  and 
rage.  For  having  given  it  as  hi.s 
opinion  in  the  afiembly,  that  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  the 
power  of  peace  and  war  muff  be  left 
to  the  king?”  although  he  had  in¬ 
troduced  this  opinion  b\  a  long  pre¬ 
lude  aiming  at  popularity,  but  which 
was,  however,  rather  too  fublime  to 
be  eafily  underfiood,  it  was  immedi¬ 
ately  reported,  either  by  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party  in  the  affemblv,  or  by 
thofe  in  the  galleries,  that  he  had 
been  bribed  by  the  court :  and  this 
charge  being  fpeedily  conveyed  to 
the  populace,  a  pamphlet  was  within 
a  few  hours  cried  and  hawked  about 
the  ftreets,  entitled,  “  The  vreat 
frefichery  of  the  count  Mir  ah  e  an  f  In 


this  dangerous  predicament  he  ftievv-* 
ed  great  ftoutnefs,  and  braved  the 
democrates ;  but  found  means  foor* 
after,  as  ufual,  to  reconcile  mat¬ 
ters.  " 

The  affemblv  immediately  pub- 
lifhed  their  decree,  which,  with  other 
explanations  on  the  fubjeT,  and 
means  ufed  to  affuage  the  fever  of 
the  people,  reftored  things  to  a  (fate 
of  quiet.  They  then  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  into  and  re-, 
port  upon,  all  treaties  of  alliance  ex- 
ifting  between  France  and  other 
countries.  This  enquiry  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  a  new  doflrine  at  this  time 
held  by  many  of  the  nioft  violent 
republicans,  that  all  treaties  con¬ 
cluded  by  kings  were  in  their  nature 
illegal,  therefore  null,  and  confer 
quently  fhould  not  be  binding  on 
the  nation. 

We  fhall  purfue  this  fubjeft  with 
refpebt  to  Spain  to  its  conclufion, 
though  a  lapfe  of  feveral  weeks  took 
place  before  it  was  again  brought 
forward.  It  appears  from  the  event, 
that  however  other  treaties  were  com 
fide  red,  it  was  determined  to  fupr 
port  the  connexion  and  alliance 
with  Spain,  even  at  the  hazard  of  a 
war  ;  a  confequence  which,  in  the 
prefent  convulfedand  disjointed  ftate 
of  the  nation,  muft  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  the  utmoft  danger. 
During  this  interval,  the  difpofition 
of  the  people,  with  refpeft:  to  Eng¬ 
land,  had  undergone  a  fudden  and 
total  change,  Violent  fpeeches  had 
been  made  both  in  the  afiembly  and 
the  popular  clubs,  and  violent  pam¬ 
phlets  pubii filed,  all  calculated  to 
agitate  raid  inflame  the  public  mind, 
by  expatiating  upon  the  ambitious 
views  and  dangerous  defigns  attri¬ 
buted  to  England.  Commercial  jem. 
louly  was  rouzed  and  brought  intp 
play  to  further  this  change  in,  the 
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national  difpofltion.  The  merchants 
bf  the  fouthern  provinces,  a  great, 
powerful,  and  numerous  order  of 
inen,  were  alarmed  by  the  apprehen- 
fion,  that  if  Spain  fhould  be  deferted 
in  this  emergency,  fhe  would  find 
herfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  conclud¬ 
ing  a  treaty  with  England,  which, 
in  its  confequerices,  might  prove 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of 
France.  The  remonflrances  and 
influence  of  the  merchants  were  fq- 
conded  and  confirmed  by  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  alliances,  which 
was  highly  favourable  to  Spain,  and 
confequently  adverfe  to  England. 

Things  were  in  this  train,  when 
M.  de  Montmorin,  in  -ihe  beginning 
of  Auguft,  laid  before  the  national 
aflembly,  a  recent  application  from 
the  court  of  Spain  for  the  expedled 
afliftance.  The  fitting  out  of  a 
powerful  fleet,  and  a  defenfive  alli¬ 
ance  with  Spain,  were  immediately 
determined  upon;  the  aflembly  at 
the  fame  time  deprecating  any  alli¬ 
ance  for  oifenfive  purpofes;  a  re- 
ferve  which  could  operate  only  in 
words,  as  the  afliftance  muff  from 
its  nature  prove  offenfive.  A  fleet 
of  above  thirty  fail  was  fitted  out  at 
Breft  with  the  utmoft  poflible  expe¬ 
dition  ;  but  the  French  naval  force 
had  by  this  time  fhaken  off  all  fub- 
brdination  and  discipline,  with  the 
fame  contempt  that  the  army  had 
done,  and  the  feamen  were  become 
in  all  refpefts  as  disorderly  and  li¬ 
centious  as  the  foldiers.  They  had 
already  gone  to  fuch  a  length  as  to 
refufe  to  ferve  under  any  officers  but 
fuch  as  they  liked ;  had  inftituted 
Committees  to  report  upon  the  naval 
qualifications,  and  the  political  prin¬ 
ciples,  of.  their  commanders ;  and 
nad,  ip  fome  inftances,  cafhiered 
their  captains,  and  chofeii  new  ones ; 
a  meafure  deducible  from,  and  fully 
'  VqL.  XXXII. 


warranted  by,  that  part  of  the  new 
doftrines,  which  held,  that  kings 
were  liable  to  be  cafhiered  for  mif- 
behavioUr  like  footmen.  Thefe  mu¬ 
tineers  had  like  wife  been  guilty  of 
great  diforders  and  excefles  iii  the 
port  and  town  of  Breft ;  and,  it  was 
faid,  were  encouraged  and  fupport- 
ed  in  all  their  enormities  by  the  mu¬ 
nicipality  of  that  place. 

M.  Albert  de  Rioiris,  was  firft  ad¬ 
miral,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
this  mutinous  fleet,  a  man  of  good 
character,  deemed  an  aide  officer, 
and  fully  competent  to  difeharge  the 
duties  of  his  command  in  all  fitua- 
tions  of  fervice  that  could  occur. 
It  was  faifl,  and  is  believed,  that 
whatever  the  admiral’s  other  qualify 
cations  might  be,  he  was  fufpe&ed 
of  not  being  fo  thoroughly  demo¬ 
cratic  in  his  principles  as  the  violent 
party  in  the  aflembly  wiftied.  It  was 
like  wife  fuppofed,  that  they  wanted 
to  make  the  diforders  at  Breft  a  pre¬ 
tence,  for  turning  both  that  admiral 
and  the  prefent  minifters  out  of  their 
offices  together;  at  the  latter  of 
whom,  we  have  already  feen,  they 
had  been  long  carping,  without  their 
being  able  to  bring  any  one  direct 
charge  to  the  proof  againft  them. 
Some  new  penal  marine  law  or  code, 
which  had  been  haftily  voted  by 
the  aflembly,  gave  fuch  offence  to 
the  failors,  that  a  more  violent  mu¬ 
tiny  than  any  which  had  yet  taken 
place,  fuddenlv  broke  out  at  Breft. 

As  every*  thing  was  now  done  by 
committees,  one  was  immediately 
appointed,  to  enquire  into  and  re¬ 
port  upon  the  caufes  of  thefe  difor¬ 
ders.  ,  M .  Menou ,  the  mou  th  of  the 
committee,  -reported,  that  both  the 
failors  and  the  municipality  were 
deferring  not  only  of  cenfure  but 
pnnifhment;  but  he  at  the  fame 
time  reprefented,  that  the  general 
[  ]  diflike 
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diflike.  to  and  want  of  confidence  in 
the  miniftry,  was  the  latent  caufe  of 
all  the  riots,  mutinies,  and  diforders 
111  the  kingdom.  A  motion  was  im¬ 
mediately  made  for  accufiilg  the  mi- 
nifters,  but  through  fome  ftrange 
chance,  not  accounted  for,  it  was 
moft  unexpectedly  loft;  a  difap- 
pointment  which  excited  the  higheft 
and  moft  vifible  degree  of  rage  in 
the  democratic  party. 

Upon  the  re-confideration  of  the 
report  on  the  following  day,  the 
fame  reporter,  who  had  before  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  both  the  failors 
and  the  municipality  had  been  guilty 
of  crimes  deferving  of  punilhrnent, 
had  the  effrontery  to  tell  the  affem- 
bly,  that  fince  they  would  not  pu- 
hifh  the  real  authors  of  mifchief, 
they  ought  not  to  punifh  men,  who 
had  only  erred  through  an  excefs 
of  patriotifm.  This  ftrange  doc¬ 
trine  v/as  adopted  as  foon  as  deli¬ 
vered;  and,  in  defiance  of  all  regard 
to  military  order,  fubordination,  and 
difcipline,  the  mutinous  failors  were 
only  mildly  exhorted  to  return  to 
their  duty;  Something  like  an  apo¬ 
logy  made  to  them  for  the  new  pe¬ 
nial  articles,  bv  promifing  to  re-confi- 
der  them ;  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
were  flattered  by  prefenting  them 
with  a  new  ftripcd  flag,  which  was 
to  fuperfede  the  ancient  white  mili¬ 
tary  enfign  of  France.  The  rage  of 
the  democratic  party  at  the  defeat 
which  they  had  met  with  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  was  fo  excefiive  as  to 
1)600010  intolerable;  and  fome  of  the 
oppofite  fide  having  ft.ro  ugly  expref- 
fed  their  difapprobation  at  the  mea- 
fure  propofed  of  -changing  the  na¬ 
tional  flag,  this  awakened  all  the 
fupprelfed  fury  of  IMirabeau,  who, 
with  his  ufual  intemperance  and 
violence,  cried  out,  a  The  ari.fto- 
c rates  are  grown  infolent  from  their 


victory  of  yefterday  ;  a  fortnight 
ago  they  dared  not,  for  their  own 
fafety,  to  have  objected  to  this  pro¬ 
posal.”  Thefe  words  being  highly 
refented,  brought  forth  the  immedi¬ 
ate  reply,  “  That  it  was  language 
worthy  only  of  a  leader  of  banditti.” 
Thus  was  inftantly  produced  one 
of  thofe  fcenes  of  diforder,  noife, 
clamour,  and  heat,  which  have  fo 
often  difgraced  that  body. 

The  fervants  or  afiiftants  of  the 
executive  government  being  now 
convinced  that  their  official  fate  was 
finally  determined,  did  not  hold  it 
to  be  either  prudent  or  wife  to  urge 
the  exertions  of  power  to  any  far¬ 
ther  extremity.  The  marine  mini- 
ftcr,  Luzerne,  refigned,  and  was  re¬ 
placed  by  Flurieu  ;  but  fome  fufpi- 
cion  or  diflike  prevailing  againft 
him,  he  met  with  fo  many  mortifi¬ 
cations  from  the  affemblv,  that  he 
was  foon  after  glad  to  refign,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  M.  Thevenard. 
M.  Tour  du  Pin,  the  war  oftnifter, 
was  fucceeded  by  M.  Dupoitail, 
who  had  the  fortune  to  pleafe  the 
sfTembly,  but  was  loudly  reproach¬ 
ed  by  the  other  fide,  for  totally  ne¬ 
glecting  the  difcipline  of  the  army* 
and  fuffering  the  foldiers,  already 
too  little  difpofed  to  fubrnit  to  any 
order  or  controul,  to  become  en¬ 
tirely  independent  of  all  command; 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  grew  to 
be  the  common  accufer§  of  their  of¬ 
ficers,  and  conftituted  themfelves 
judges  not  on|y  of  their  aftions  but 
of  their  principles.  The  . other  mi- 
nifters  were  weeded  out  one  after 
another;  and  the  admiral,  de  Rloms, 
having  likewife  refigned,  he  wa3. 
fucceeded  in  the  command  of  the 
Breft  fleet  by  Bougainville. 

Though  the  failors  at  Breft  were 
pacified,  and  the  preparations  car¬ 
ried  on  with  fuch  vigour  as  to  be 

nearly 
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nearly  if  not  quite  concluded,  the 
court  of  Spain  received  fuch  t-rrible 
accounts  of  the  incorrigible  fpirit  of 
diforder  and  mutiny  which  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  French  fleet,  that  it  is  faid 
to  have  been  imprefled  with  the 
greateft  dread,  of  engaging,  with 
fuch  conforts,  in  a  doubtful  war 
with  a  mofr  formidable  enemy ;  the 
whole  fortune  and  fuccefs  of  which 
mull  almoll  entirely  depend  upon 
the  joint  ,  and  great  naval  exertions 
of  the  united  nations.  This  irnpref- 
(ion  was  fuppofed  and  believed  to 
be  the  principal  operative  motive 
with  Spain,  in  inducing  her  fud- 
den  ly  to  conclude  thf.  convention 
with  England,  which  fettled  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  two  nations. 
Thus  was  prevented  a  war,  which 
might,  poflibly,  in  its  courfe  and 
confequences,  have  greatly  changed, 
if  not  totally  altered,  the  hate  of  in¬ 
ternal  affairs  in  France.  .Tt  is  no 
,  great  prefumption  then  to  fuppofe, 
or  even  conclude,  that  neither  the 
king,  the  court,  nor  the  royaliffs  in 
general,  could  have  been  by  any 
means  averfe  to  the  war’s  taking 
place  at  this  juncture.. 

During  thefe  tran fa&ions  the  vio¬ 
lent  republican  party  found  them- 
felves  fo  much  increafed  in  ffrength 
and  in  number,  both  within  and 
without  the  aflembly,  and  believing 
the  new  fvftem  to  be  fo  firmly  efta- 
blifhed  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  dan¬ 
ger,  did  not  deem  it  neceffary  to 
lubmit  any  longer  to  the  reftfaint  of 
obferving  any  terms  with  the  nobi¬ 
lity,  but  thought  they  might  venture 
boldly  to  bring  forward  their  grand 
and  long-concerted  fcheme  for  the 
total  extirpation  of  that  body  ;  and 
even,  fo  far  as  it  was  pollible  to  be 
done,  to  erafe  and  obliterate  the  very 
name,  along  with  all  memorials  and 
remembrance  of  their  paid  exiftenec. 


We  are  to  obfervc,  that  many  of  the 

'  * 

moll  eminent  of  the  French  nobi¬ 
lity,  whether  with  relpeft  to  family, 
fortune,  charadter,  or  influence,  (a- 
jnong  whom  we  fliall  only  mention 
as  inffances,  the  dukes  de  Roche- 
foucau.lt  and  de  Liancourt)  although 
they  abhorred  fome  of  the  violent 
adis  of  the  aflembly,  were  ffill  zea¬ 
lous  adherents  to  the  revolution,  fo 
far  as  its  originally  avowed  prin¬ 
ciples  went ;  for  they  were  no  lefs 
averfe  to  the  ancient  defpotifm  Qf 
the  crown,  than  the  democrates,  but 
then  they  detefted  republicanifm, 
perhaps,  even  more  than  defpotifm, 
as  the  greater  evil  of  the  two.  Their 
objedt  was  a  rational,  moderate,  li¬ 
mited  monarchy,  .whofe  powers 
fhould  be  precifely  defined,  which, 
with  full  fecurlty  to  the  perfons  and 
property  of  the  people,  with  all  the 
liberty  that  was  compatible  with 
good  government,  thou  Id  at  the  fame 
time  have  its  own  rights  as  firmly 
fecured,  and  as  well  guarded,  as 
theirs.  It  will  be  eafily  drawn  from 
a  recollection  of  paft  circumftancef, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  fuppqjt 
and  influence  of  fuch  men  as  thefe, 
in  different  feafons  of  great  difficul¬ 
ty,  the  bufinefs  of  the  revolution 
could  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  have  been 
accomplifhed.  But  they  were  now 
no  longer  deemed  neceffary,  and 
they  experienced,  to  their  grief  and 
cofi,  that  from  the  beginning  they 
had  been  made  inftruments  and  tools 
to  the  deligns  of  that  fadrion,  which 
they  abhorred  and  deteffed  beyond 

j  y 

all  others. 

This  occafion  obliges  us  to  bring 
forward  an  adventurer  with  a  fjtange 
name,  and  of  a  ffill  ftranger  charac¬ 
ter,  Anacharfis  Clootz,  a  malcon¬ 
tent  Pruffian  *  who  wanted  to  com¬ 
municate  the  knowledge  of  that  li¬ 
berty  to  the  French,  which  he  dar$d 
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not  to  talk  about  at  home.  He  was 
one  of  thofe  men,  who,  excepting 
bv  the  com  million  of  fome  extraor- 

J 

ciinary  enormity,  could  never  have 
been  called  into  notice,  under  any 
other  (tate  of  things  than  fuch  as 
now  prevailed  in  France  ;  but  hav¬ 
ing:  received  fo  much  education  ill 
Germany,  as  was  fufficient  to  exalt 
his  natural  extravagance  to  its  ut- 
rooft  pitch,  his  felf-confidence  fuf- 
fered  him  to  mifs  no  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  his  talents  to  the  public. 
As  declamation,  philofophy,  aijd  the 
negative  quality  of  infidelity,  were 
the  points  in  which  he  fuppofed 
himfelf  principally  to  excel,  the 
eonfu lions  of  Paris  had  for  feveral 
months  opened  the  faireft  field  to 
him  for  the  difplay,  at  lealt,  of  the 
former  of  thele  talents,  that  he  could 
have  wilhed;  but  whether  it  was 
that  the  people  thought  they  had 
«rators  and  philofophers  enough  of 
their  own,  and  that  infidelity  was 
too  common  to  bear  any  value,  or 
that  the  bombaft  which  loaded  his 
eloquence  was  incomprehenfible 
even  to  the  Parifians,  fo  it  was,  that 
all  his  exertions  were  unable  to  pufh 
him  forward  into  any  degree  of  par¬ 
ticular  notice. 

The  modern  Anacharfis,  thus  foil¬ 
ed  in  his  hopes,  that  eloquence  and 
philofophy  would  have  opened  the 
way  to  fame  and  to  fortune,  fhrewd- 
lv  conceived,  that  extravagance 
might  poffibly  fucceed  where  they 
failed.  Having  procured  a  number 
of  thofe  vagabonds  who  filled  and 
infefted  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  and  hir¬ 
ed  all  the  foreign,  ancient,  and  gro- 
tefque  drefies,  which  the  opera  and 
play-houfes  could  furnifh,  in  order 
to  difguife  them,  he  mafqueraded  at 
the  head. of  this  motley  crew'  to  the 
national  aflembly,  where  he  intro¬ 
duced  them  as  Grangers  arrived  from. 
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all  or  moft  of  the  nations  of  th<5 
globe,  being  the  virtual  ambafladors 
of  all  thofe  en (laved  nations  who 
wilhed  to  be  free,  and  were  there¬ 
fore  difpofed  to  enter  into  fraternity 
with  France,  for  the  glorious  pur- 
pofe  of  eftablifhing  liberty  through¬ 
out  the  world  .  The  orator,  to  give 
a  bill  difplay  to  his  talents,  delivered 
a  fpeech  in  the  name  of  his  dumb 
gang  of  ambafladors,  which,  for  ab¬ 
surdity  and  bombaft,  equalled  any 
thing  that  ever  was  or  can  be  fpo» 
ken.  I11  this  he  reprefented  the  am- 
bafladoys  of  all  exifting  govern¬ 
ments,  as  being  themfelves  (laves, 
the  reprefentatives  of  tyrants,  and 
therefore  unfitting  to  be  received  in 
that  honourable  public  character 
which  they  afiiimed :  that  thofe 
citizens  by  whom  he  was  accompa¬ 
nied  were  the  real  reprefentatives 
and  ambafladors  of  mankind,  and  had 
conftituted  him,  in  their  name,  to 
demand  places  for  them,  fuitable  to 
their  rank  and  chara£ter,  at  the  en* 
fuing  grand  confederation  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

So  barefaced,  fo  impudent,  fo  ri¬ 
diculous  a  farce,  was  never  before 
played  off  before  any  public  aflem¬ 
bly  ;  or  before  any  collection  of 
men  fuppofed  to  be  in  pofleflion  of 
their  rational  facu  ltles..  T o  heighten,  '• 
if  any  thing  could  fo  do,  the  ridicu- 
loufnefs  of  the  fcene,  it  was  affirm¬ 
ed,  that  feveral  of  the  Afiatic  ambaf- 
fadors,  (tripped  of  their  hired  robes 
and  plumes,  were  feen  at  the  doors 
■  of  the  aflembly,  in  their  proper  garb  : 
and  character,  humbly  foliciting  the 
payment  of  their  wages ;  a  trifling  ' 
matter,  which,  it  would  feem,  the 
fublime  ideas  of  their  orator  had  ren¬ 
dered  him  inattentive  to. 

It  feems,  however,  probable,  *  if 
we  judge  from  the  immediate  con- 
fe alienees,  tint  this,  exhibition  was  ■ 

hot 
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not  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  the 
extravagance  or  infanity  of  Clootz ; 
but  was  calculated  to  anfwer  a  mod; 
ferious  and  important  pnrpofe.  But 
to  underftand  this,  it  may  be  ne- 
celfary  to  obferve,  that  from  the 
bad,  and  too  often  (hameful  effects, 
which 'the  wine  drank  at  dinner  had 
frequently  produced  on  the  debates 
of  the  afiembly,  it  had  long  become 
a  Handing  rule,  though  without  any 
particular  order  for  it,  that  no  bufi- 
nefs  of  moment  {hould  be  brought 
forward  at  the  evening  fittings.  On 
this  account  they  were  generally 
very  thinly  attended,  m<?ft  of  the 
members  gladly  feizing  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  indulging  thole  purfuits  of 
private  bufinefs  or  pleasure,  from 
which  they  had  been  withheld  by 
the  morning  fitting.  The  exhibi¬ 
tion  we  have  defcribed  was  prefent- 


was  not,  indeed,  fo  thin  as  ufual, 
but,  however  it  happened,  fo  it  was, 
that  the  molt  violent  of  the  demo¬ 
cratic  leaders,  and  that  party  in  ge¬ 
neral,  were  thofe  who  principally 
attended. 

When  the  ambafiadors  had  adled 
their  part,  and  were  withdrawn,  it 
fremed  as  if  the  alTembly  thought  it 
neceflary  likewife  to  adt  theirs.  As 
if  they  had  believed  the  mockery 
which  they  juft  beheld  to  be  a 
reality,  and  that  the  ambafiadors  of 
all  mankind  were  in  fadf  prefent, 
and  fupplicating  their  protection, 
they  were  all  at  once,  as  if  it  had 
been  an  eledtric  (hock,  (truck  with 
the  moft  violent  fit  of  enthufiafm 
,for  liberty,  which  it  was  poflible  to 
defcribe  or  imagine.  The  firft  ef- 
frjfion  of  this  paflion  was  laudable : 
it  was  a  depree  to  deftroy  or  remove 
thofe  figures  of  chained  Haves,  in¬ 
tended  to  rejprefent  pnSftrate  and 
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.  ed  at  an  evening  fit-' 
9  1*  ting ;  when  the  houfe 


conquered  nations,  which  fur- 
rounded  the  ftatue  fo  much  cele¬ 
brate!,  and  fo  often  condemned  and 
ridiculed,  of  Louis  XIV.  and  which, 
if  k  had  not  been  for  this  decree, 
might  have  long  continued  Ihame¬ 
ful  memorials  of  the  infufferable 
vanity  and  arrogance  of  that  mo¬ 
narch. 

The  fucceeding  effedt  of  this  en¬ 
thufiafm  was  not  fo  blamelefs.  The 
refolution  for  abolifhing  hereditary 
nobility  for  ever,  was,  in  this  fame 
evening’s  fitting,  introduced,  de¬ 
bated  in  a  certain  manner,  and  paf- 
fed  into  an  irrevocable  law  before 
their  riling.  It  was  to  little  purpofe 
that  the  nobility,  all  the  rovalifts, 
and  many  others,  who  were  not  ab- 
folute  republicans,  cried  out,  in  the 
midft  of  their  diftrefs  or  aftoniih- 
ment,  againft  the  unfairnefs  and  dif- 
honeftv  of  this  proceeding,  which 
they  (aid  openly  was  carried  by 
ftratagem  and  furprize.  The  law 
was  palled,  and  there  was  no  re¬ 
medy  !  there  was  no  houfe  of  lords 
to  check  the  exorbitance  of  a  houfe 
of  commons ;  there  was  no  king, 
with  freedom  or  power  to  curb  the 
enormities  of  either,  or  both  ;  and, 
to  crown  the  evil,  the  afiembly  it- 
felf  was  unfortunately  not  bound 
by  any  of  the  wholefome  and  ne- 
celfarv  regulations  which  fo  happily 
prevail  in  the  Englifti  parliament; 
by  which  previous  notice  is  given 
of  the  introdudfion  of  a  new  law,; 
bv  which  every  bill  muft  go  through 
acertain  number  of  readings,  and  a 
reafonable  time  is  allotted  for  due 
confideration,  before  it  can  be  paf- 
fed  ;  and  by  which,  in  cafes  of  mo¬ 
ment,  a  general  call  of  one  or  both 
houfes  takes  place,  and  all  the 
members  are  obliged,  under  penalty, 
to  give  their  attendance  on  a  day 
appointed.  Ail  tkefe  forms,  fo  ne- 
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C.efiary  to  cool  and  wife  delibera¬ 
tion,  all  thefe  checks  and  powers  of 
eontroul,  were  here  wanting. 

In  this  extraordinary  decree,  not 
.contented  with  declaring  in  its  pre¬ 
amble  that  hereditary  nobility  was 
incompatible  with  the  liberty  of 
France,  they  declare,  in  ,  general 
terms,  with  peculiar  arrogance,  that 
hereditary  nobility  is  incompatible 
with  a  free  hate ;  thereby  implicat¬ 
ing  all  the  reft  of  Europe,  excepting 
a  very  few  petty  democratic  repub¬ 
lics,  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  (la very.  It- 
abolifhes  for  ever  all  titles  exiiling 
in  France,  from  the  prince  to  the 
loweft,  equivalent  to'  our  efquire  ; 
and,  with  a  precifion  which  rather 
indicated  a  long  and  well-concerted 
jdeiign,  than  a  hidden  fit  of  paffion, 
it- forbids  the  application  of  all  terms 
of  diftindtion  or  refpedt,  ufually 
paid  to  certain  degrees  of  rank,  of¬ 
fice,  or  authority,  luch  as  highnefs, 
excellency,  &c.  from  being  u fed  to 
any  man  or  body  of  men.  It  like- 
wife  aboliflied  all  blazonry,  coats  of 
arms,  and  liveries ;  in  a  word,  every 
memorial  of  heraldry  and  anceftry 
was  obliterated.  It  abolished  a’ l 
names  clerived  from  eftates,  a  cuf 
tom  long  and  generally  efhblilhetf 
in  France,  and. which  produced  na 
fmall  trouble  and  perplexity  in  read¬ 
ing  and  endeavouring  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  hiftory  of  that  country. 

.The  princes  of -the  blood  were 
fcripped  lake  others  of  all  titles  de¬ 
rived  from  eftates  or  places,  iuch  as 
Artois,  Provence,  or  Orleans,  and 
of  every  ceremonial  of  phrafe,  ad- 
drefs,  or  mark  of  refpeT,  which 
could  diftinguiih  them  from  the 
common  mafs  of  the  people.  The 
decree  deicended  to ’minutiae  which 
appeared  ridiculous ;  fuch  as  to 
Some  trifling  marks  of  diftinftioii 
and  refpedt  which  were  ufually  paid 


at  church  tofome-ofthe  principal' 
nobility,  to  men  high  in  office,,  as 
the  governors  of  great  towns  or  of 
provinces,  and  not  unfrequently  to 
the  lords  of  pariflies,  in  their  own 
churches. 

,  This  decree  excited  a  height  of 
indignation  before  unknown  in  the 
whole  body  of  gentlemen  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  who  lent  up  re? 
peated  protefts  againft  it  5  but  there 
was  fo  little  regard  paid  to  them, 
that  they  were  not  even  fuffered  to 
be  inferted  in  the  journals.  The  no¬ 
bility  and  clergy  of  Alface  were; 
peculiarly  enraged  ;  they  ^  deriving 
their  honours  as  well  as  their  emo- ' 
lu merits  not  from  France  but  from ' 
the  German  empire,  and  both  being 
beftdes  fecured  to  them  by  the  •' 
treaty  of  Weftphalia.  The  demo¬ 
cratic  writers  fay,  that-  from1  that ' 
day,  the  greateft  part  of  the  noble§  • 
of  the  kingdom  became  the  unap- 
peafeable  enemies  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  that  this  decree  had  de¬ 
termined  them  to  excite  a  civil  war,  * 
and  to  peri  Hi  upon  the  ruins  of 
France,  rather  than  renounce  their  • 
claim  to  honour. 

The  decree  which  was  palled  on 
the  rcfth  received  the  king’s  fane- 
ion  on  the  2  ill  of  June  ;  and  was 
ignalized  by  the  lingular  circum-  ■ 
fiance,  that  of,  all  his  minifters,  • 
Neckar  alone,  a  plebeian,  a  repub-  • 
lican,  a  man  born  and  bred  in  a 
democracy,  infilled  onjfts  not  giv-  ■ 
ing  it  his  fanflion,  ftiit  on  the  con¬ 
trary  to  fend  bae&his  exprefs  difap- 
probation  to  the -afiembly.  Being- 
over-ruled  in  his  attempt  by  the  : 
joint  oppofition  of  the  other  mi¬ 
nifters,  lie  immediately  publifhed  a 
pamphlet,  containing  a  number  of 
very  judicious  obfervations  on  the 
decree,  and  informing  the  public 
of  the  realons  which  operated  upon  ‘ 
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)im  in  advifing  the  king  to  refufe 
ipfiaf'uftion.. 

*  It  would  feem  idle  to  offer  any 
;omments  on.  the  juftiee  or  the  po- 
icy  of  this  decree :  it  fpeaks  for 
tfelf.-  The  language  held  by  the 
lemocratic  writers,  of  the  abfurdity 
md  folly  of  being  angry  at  the  lofs 
>f  fuch  baubles  and  trifles  as  titles 
md  frivolous  diftin&ions,  would 
eem  rather  to  correfpond  with  the 
deas  which  we  might  fuppofe  be- 
ngs  juft  dropped  from  another  pla- 
let  to  .conceive,  than  thofe  of  men, 
vho,  ir  might  be  fuppofed,  mult  of 
leceffity  know  fomething  of  the  aff¬ 
airs  of  this  world. 

-  A  grand  confederation  had  for 
ome  time  been  announced  by  the 
national  amenably,  which  was  to  take 
dace  on  the  celebrated  14th  of  Ju- 
y,  the  anniverfary  of  the  memora¬ 
ble  taking  of  the  Baftile  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  and-  which  was  -  now 
leftined  to  be  rendered  facred 
hrough  all  fucceeding  ages.  The 
ibjects  of  this  grand  national  ni'eet- 
ng  were  confiderable,  and  the  de¬ 
ign  well  calculated  for  its  purpofes. 
It  was  in  no  fmall  degree,  by  this 
ippearance  of  the  general  fuffrage 
of  the  people,  to  legalize,  as  well  as 
in  confirm  the  revolution.  It  was 
?o  bind'  the  king,  the  aflemblv,  and 
:he  people  together,  by  new,  fo- 
iernn,''  and  public  oaths.  And, 
what  was  not  the  leaft  in  conftdera- 
tion,  it  was  hoped  that  it  might  be 
a  means  of  reforming  the  licentious 
and  mutinous  difpofition  of  the 
troops,  which  was  every  day  break¬ 
ing  out  into  a<fts  of  the  utmoft  dif- 
order  and  violence,  to  the  no  fmall 
uneafinefs,  and  even  apprehenfion 
of  the  aflembly.  Nor  were  their 
own  favourites,  the  national  guards, 
much  more  to  be  commended  for 
their  order.  On  this  account,  every 


regiment  throughout  the  kingdom 
was  obliged  to  fend  a  delegation 
of  their  foldiers  and  officers,  who 
were  to  fwear  in  behalf  of  the  whole 
regiment ;  and  the  battalions  of  na¬ 
tional  guards  were  obliged  ..to  con¬ 
form  to  the  fame  regulation. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  who  now 
found  the  firft  fruits  of  his  crooked 
politics,,  to  be  a  degradation  from 
the  higheft  rank  and  title  of  princes 
to  the  humble  flat  ion  of  a  common 
citizen,  had  long  felt  with  impa¬ 
tience  and  grief,  that  exile  in  Eng¬ 
land,  which  fo  painfully  withheld 
him  from  partaking  in  the  factions 
and  turbulence  of  the  grand  fcene 
of  acftion  at  the  Palais  Roy  ale  and 
in  Paris.  He  accordingly  applied 
to  the  affembly  for  leave  to  return, 
in  order  to  aiEft,  and  to  be  fworn  at 
the  confederation ;  this  was  granted, 
notwithlfanding  the  jealoufy  of  La 
Fayette,  who  ufed  every  poffible 
means  to  prevent  his  return. 

'The  preparations  for  this  new 
and  extraordinary  fpedfacle  were  at¬ 
tended  with  immenfe  labour.  No 
lefs  than  12,000  hired  workmen 
were  employed,  and  the  work  would 
not  have  been  finifhed  any  thing 
nearly  within  the  time,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  extraordinary  exertions 
of  the  Parifians,  who,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  were  to  be  feen 
from  morning  to  night  in  the  hot¬ 
ted:  weather,  with  fpades,  fhpvels, 
pick-axes,  and  barrows,  labouring  in 
digging  and  removing  the  mould 
from  the  great  field  of  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  which  was  deftined  ever 
more  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Field  of  the  Confede¬ 
ration.  It  was  neceftary  to  remove 
feveral  feet  of  earth ,  from  the  fur- 
face  of  this  field,  which  was  about 
half  an  Engiifh  mile  in  length,  and 
wide  in  proportion,  in  order  to  fur- 
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round  it  with  feats  riling  in  the 
4o  rm  of  an  amphitheatre,  for  the 
purpose  of  accommodating  fome- 
thing  towards  half  a  million  of  peo¬ 
ple,  who  were  expected  to  behold 
the  fpeCtaele.  A  vail:  fcatfold  was 
erected  in  the  center,  where  the 
king  and  the  national  ailembjy  were 
to  be  placed,  and  where.,  the  nation¬ 
al  altar  being  like  wife  ereded,  they 
were  to  take  the  prefcribed  oath  in 
the  fight  of  all  the  people  ;  who,  in 
their  feveral  claiTes,  were  all  to  go 
through  the  fame  rite,  or  ceremo¬ 
nial,  whichever  it  may  be  called. 
Nothing  was  omitted,  nor  no  ex¬ 
pence  fpared,  which  could  afford 
fplendor  to  this  fpeCtac.le;  raufic, 
incenfe,  flags,  ftreamers,  military 
pomp,  every  thing  that  could  daz¬ 
zle  the  eyes  or  fafcinate  the  imagi¬ 
nation  of  a  vain  and  frivolous  peo¬ 
ple,  ever  addicted  to  fhows,  and 
Captivated  by  trifles,  was  here  exhi¬ 
bited. 

It  fortunately  happened,  though 
Contrary  to  expectation,  that  no  dis¬ 
order  or  mifchief  attended,  or  pro¬ 
ceeded  from,  this  accumulation  of 
fo  extraordinary  a  multitude.  The 
king,  the  affembly,  the  army,  and 
the  people,  were  all  reciprocally 
fvvom.  The  purport  of  the  oath 
was  the  maintenance  of  the  confti- 
tution  againft  all  oppugners  ;  to 
which  was  added,  “  to  continue  free 
or  to  perifh.”  The  fame  oath  was 
taken  on  the  fame  day  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom ;  and  all  the 
troops  of  every  fort,  new  and  old, 
were  perfonallv  fworn  at  their  re- 
fpeCtive  ftations,  as  well  as  by  dele¬ 
gation  at  Paris. 

Ths:  troops  were,  however,  too 
far  advanced  in  licentioufnefs,  to  be 
cured  or  retrained  bv  oaths;  they 
claimed  grsat  merit  from  their  Cer- 
y  ice's-'  in  redrefling  the  alledged 


grievances  of  the  nation  ;  and  they 
prefumed  that  they  were  well 
thorized  to  redrefs  their  own.  They 
pretended  that  their  officers  cheated* 
them,  for  in  the  prefent  date  of 
things  it  fcarcely  feems  provable 
that  it  could  have  been  more  than  -a. 
pretence,  and  under  that  colour  fe~ 
veral  regiments  plundered  their  mi¬ 
litary  chefrs.  The  averfion  and 
contempt  in  which  they  were  taught 
to  regard  their  officers,  led  to  accu- 
fations  of  this  nature,  as  well  as  to  a 
total  contempt  of  every  degree  of 
fubordination  and  difcipline.  But 
this  was  only  a  fmall  part  of  the 
enormities  which  they  were  guilty 
of.  The  fraternal  feafls  and  inti¬ 
mate  connexions  between  the  inha-, 
bitants  and  the  foldiery,  which  had 
been  fo  much  encouraged  and  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  beginning  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  for  the  purpofe  of  debauch¬ 
ing  the  army  from  its.  allegiance, 
belides  producing  that  effeCt,  pro¬ 
duced  others  which  either  were  not 
forefeen,  or  which,  if  they  were,  it 
was  determined  to  fubmit  to*  for  the 
attainment  of  the  grand  objeCt. 
The  foldiers,  as  might  be  expeCted^ 
vain  of  the  new  appellation  of  citi¬ 
zens,  proud  of  their  confraternity,- 
and  of  the  new  company  into  which 
they  were  admitted,  and  their  heads: 
Bill  farther  turned  by  the  ffiare 
which  they  expeCted  to  hold  in  that 
new  fovereignty,  which  was  to  be 
lhattered  into  fo  many  divilions, 
became  all  at  once  politicians,  ca^ 
bailers,  and  reformers.  They  be¬ 
came  every  where  members  of  thofe 
clubs  where  they  were  ftationed, 
and  naturally  embracing  their  opk 
nions,  formed  as  many  political 
feCts,  and  were  as  zealous  partisans 
in  all  the  great  bufinefs  of  Reform 
and  government,  as  thofe.  with  whom 
they  lived.  By  thefe  means  they 

cam?! 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [153 


came  to  bear  a  great,  and  in  many 
places  a  principal  fhare,  in  all  thole 
dreadful  tumults  and  diforders  which 
were  continually  breaking  out,  and 
fpreading  every  degree  of  outrage 
and  violence  in  the  greater  towns 
and  cities.  Thefe  were,  in  general, 
kindly  confidered  as  the  genuine 
marks  and  effects  of  patriotism,  and 
if  at  all  regarded  as  evils,  were  only 
deemed  to  be  the  neceflary  appen¬ 
dages  of  revolutions,  in  which  cer¬ 
tain  degrees  of  wrong  and  violence 
paved  the  way  for  the  attainment  of 
the  great  end. 

At  Nancy,  the  capital  of  Lor- 
rain,  thefe  exceffes  were  carried  by 
the  troops,  and  by  the  ruling  party 
of  the  townfmen,  who  feemed  jointly 
to  fet  the  affembly  at  defiance,  to  fo 
extraordinary  a  pitch,  that  they  were 
deemed,  if  not  declared,  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  abfolute  rebellion.  The  mar- 
tjuis  de  Bouille,  (who,  we  have  for¬ 
merly  feen,  had  been  fo  much  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  honour  and  humani¬ 
ty,  as  well  as  by  the  ability  which  he 
displayed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  war  with  England)  then 
£$mmanded  the  troops  at  Metz,  and 
m'that  quarter;  and  received  an 
order  from  the  affembly  to  fupprefs 
the  infurgents  at  Nancy  by  force  of 
arms.  This  order  was  repented  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  it  was  iffued ;  for 
befides  its  being  contrary  to  the 
Gftablifhed  praftice  of  never  puni  fil¬ 
ing  democratic  criminals,  they  fuf- 
pefted  Bouille  of  being  an  arifto- 
«rat,  and  were  apprehenfive  that  he 
might  dire<ft  the  army  which  he  had 
thus  collefted  to  the  purpofe  of  a 
counter-revolution.  Under  this  im- 
preflion  they  were  debating  about 
recalling  the  decree,  and  fending 
commilftoners  to  pacify,  inftead  of 
troc.ps  to  reduce  the  infurgents. 

But  De  Bouille  was  too  alert  and 


atftive  a  commander,  and  knew  th« 
duties  of  his  profeffion  too  well*  to 
lole  any  time  in  the  execution  of 
his  orders.  He,  as  it  were  inftant- 
ly,  collected  a  confiderable  force* 
compofed  partly  of  national  troops, 
and  partly  of  thofe  of  the  line  ;  and 
the  officers  being  particularly  at¬ 
tached  to  him,  as  were  even  the 
common  foldiery  of  the  old  troops, 
in  no  fmail  degree,  he  appeared  be. 
fofe  Nancy  with  an  expedition 
which  furprifed  every  bodv  elfe  as 
well  as  the  infurgents.  He  found 
the  latter,  however,  prepared  for, 
and  determined  on  a  vigorous  de. 
fence.  A  bloody  conteft  took  place, 
in  which  the  infurgents  were  re¬ 
duced  with  confiderable  flaughter, 
and  with  no  fmail  lofs  to  the  affail.- 
ants. 

The  embarraflment  of  the  affem* 
bly  on  Bouille’s  fuccefs  feemed  ra¬ 
ther  ridiculous.  They  could  nop 
but  apparently  approve  the  condud; 
of  an  officer,  who  had  difplaved 
great  fpirit  and  extraordinarv  dll- 
patch  in  the  execution  of  their  or¬ 
ders  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were 
in  fad  forrv  for  the  event,  and  not  a. 
little  uneafy  at  placing  fo  much 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who 
they  unjuftly  fufpe&ed  would  ap7 
ply  it  to  dangerous  purpofes.  But 
the  rage  of  the  Parilians  at?  the  filed- 
ding  of  fo  much  patriotic  blood 
was  beyond  all  defcriotion.  Thev 
confidered  and  reprefented  all  tlf<§ 
infurgents  who  were  {lain  as  mar¬ 
tyrs  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and 
bouille  with  his  troops  as  murder¬ 
ing  ariftocrates,  who  were  endea. 
vouring  to  commence  a  counter-re¬ 
volution.  They  furrounded  the 
houfe  of  affembly  in  great  bodies, 
and  loudly  and  peremptorily  de¬ 
manded  the  head  of  Bouille,  and  the 
heads  of  all  the  mimfters  who  had  any 
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eoncern  in.  the  tranfa&ioii.  The- 
ferment  was  fo  violent,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  the  refolution  and  firmnefs 
of  the  national  guards,  could  have 
prevented  their  proceeding  to  the 
laft  extremities. 

This  ferment  unexpectedly  pro¬ 
duced,  or  at  lead;  haftened,  the  re- 
,frgnation  of  Mr.  Neckar,  and  his 
final  departure  from  France.  That 
minifter,  who  had  fo  long  been  the 
idol  of  the  people  at  Paris  and  Ver¬ 
sailles,  having,  on  the  night  of  that 
tumult,  received  intelligence  that  he 
was  deffcined  to  be  made  a  victim, 
to  the  fury  of  the  mob,  he  fled  from 
his  houfe,  and  fpent  many  hours 
Under  the  greateft  apprehenfion  and 
terror  in  the  fields  near  Paris.  He 
now  at  once  perceived,  that  he  had 
not  only  held  his^  place  too  long 
fibr  his  fafety,  but  for  his  honour. 
He  had  long  felt  his  credit  with 
the  aflembly  declining  ;  but  ever 
fince  the  removal  of  that  body  to 
Paris,  he  experienced  fuch  repeated 
inftances  of  flight  and  indifference, 
as  made  him  feel  to  the  heart,  that 
he  was  now  only  confidered  as  the 
tool  of  a  party,  who  having  done  its 
buiinefs  was  no  longer  thought  ne- 
ceflary,  and  might  be  laid  by  with¬ 
out  ceremony.  Camus,  and  feve- 
ral  other  of  "their  members,  feemed 
to  make  it  a  point  continually  to 
cavil  at  his  plans,  and  to  bring  cap¬ 
tious  charges  and  accufations  upon 
trifling  or  contemptible  matters 
againft  .  him  ;  nor  was  this  ungra¬ 
cious  and  unworthy  conduct  ever 
_in  the  fmalleft  degree  difcounte- 
ijanced.  In  return  for  this  treat¬ 
ment,  he  frequently  told  the  aflem¬ 
bly  home  and  blunt  truths,  which 
did  not  by  any  means  tend  to  con¬ 
ciliate  favour. 

Onfhis  recent  affair  at  Paris,  he 
fcnt  a  letter  with  his  tefignation  to 


the  national  aflembly,  who  havim 
read  it,  called,  with  the  moft  care 
lefs  and  contemptuous  indifference 
for  the  order  of  the  day,  withou 
taking  the  fmalleft  notice'  of  it 
Pierced  through  and  through  b< 
this  difdainful  treatment,  this  un 
grateful  return  to  all  his  pafl  ac 
knowledged  fervices,  which,  un 
doiibtedly,  was  not  the  lefs  fel 
from  a  vexatious  recollection  of  th 
fulfome  flatteries  with  which  the' 
had  heretofore  fo  often  bedawbe* 
him,  the  unhappy  minifter  fet  ou 
direCtly  for  Swiflerland.  But  h 
foon  found  that  the  bitter  cup  o 
his  humiliation  was  not  yet  exhauft 
ed,  and  that  the  dregs  were  amon; 
the  moft  odious  parts  of  the  potion 
Mr.  Neckar  was  flopped  at  a  littl 
town  called  Arci-fur-Aube  by  fh 
national  guard,  who  being  now  a: 
flatefmen,  and  in  a  certain  degre 
fovereigns,  wifely  determined,-  tha 
it  was  by  no  means  fitting  a  finan 
cial  minifter  fliould  be  permitted  f 
quit  the  country  until  he  had  mad 
a  fair  fettlement,  and  undergone 
ft  rift  fcrutiny  as  to”  his  account!: 
and  they  accordingly  confined  hif 
as  a  prifoner.  He  was  now  to  un 
dergo  the  mortification  of  a  fecon 
application  to  the  national  aftembh 
in  which  he  Rated,  that  a-bov 
1 00,000 1.  fterling  of  his  propert 
being  lodged  in  the  French  fund: 
and  confequent-ly  within  their  cog! 
nizance,  that  fum,  which  he  ha 
depofin  d  there  through  thepatrioti 
motive  of  fupporting  the  public  c’rt 
d it,  •  Would  be  an  ample  fecurity  fc 
any  error  or  deficiency  which  coul 
poflibly  appear  in  his ‘'accounts 
and  therefore  requefting,  that  *h 
health,  in  its  prefent  precarious  ftat< 
flu  on  Id  no  longer  be  injured,  eithe 
by  confinement,  or  by  detentio 
from  the  falubrious  a ir  of  his  nativ: 
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country.  The  affembly  returned  a 
dry  anfwer,  but  ordered  his  releafe ; 
and  he  at  length  arrived  fafely  in 
his  own  country. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  a  minifter, 
who  had  palled  through  fuch  courfes 
of  popularity,  as,  perhaps,  have 
fcarcely  been  equalled  by  any  fo¬ 
reigner  in  any  country.  Yet,  fo 
uncertain  is  the  hate  of  public  fa¬ 
vour,  and  fo  rapid  the  decline  -of 
popularity,  that  he  now  retired  to 
his  native  country  without  the 
final  left  mark  of  honour,  efteem,  or 
regret  from  that  nation,  which  had 
in  the  preceding  year,  commenced 
a  rebellion  againft  its  fovereign  on 
his  account.  Whatever  Mr.  Neck- 
ar’s  political  faults  or  errors  might 
have  been  as  a  minifter,  he  poffeffed 
fuch  excellent  qualities  as  a  man,  as 
muft  ever  entitle  him  to  refpedt. 
His  integrity  was  in  Toth  charac¬ 
ters  beyond  doubt  or  fufpicion ;  and 
ns  ftrift  attention  to  the  difcharge 
ind  practice  of  all  the  moral  duties 
tnd  virtues  was  never  called  in  quef- 
aon  by  his  enemies.  Happy  he 
nay  now  conftder  that  concurrence 
}f  circumftances  and  caufes  which 
obliged  him  to  quit  France  at  fo 
-arly  and  timely  a  period^  and  his 
family  may  confole  themfelves'  in 
us  prefent  exiftence  for  that,  now, 
aopelefs  property  which  he  left  be¬ 
drid. 

-  New  contefts  with  the  clergy  af- 
orded  the  principal  objects  of  bufi- 
lefs  in  which  the  national  affembly 
■yere  engaged  for  the  remainder  of 
he  year.  Tliefe  arofe  from  the  va- 
ious  meafures  adopted,  and  decrees 
xiffed,  for,  what  was  called,  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  church.  One  of 
hefe  was,  the  rendering  every  be- 
lefice  in  the  kingdom,  from  a  cu- 
'acy  to  a  bifhopric,  elective.  Ano- 
her  was,  the  j  admitting  people  of 


.  all  religions,  not  excepting  Jews,  to 
vote  at  thefe  elections'.  And  ano¬ 
ther  was,  the  totally  altering  the  an- 
.  ciently  eftablifhed  extent  and  limits 
of  diocefes. 

The  clergy  became  troubiefome 
upon  thefe  accounts.  They  fahi 
that  whatever  right  the  nation  might 
have  to  feize  their  revenues,  it  nei¬ 
ther  could  have  any  right  or  pre¬ 
tence  to  interfere  or  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  difcipline  or  fpin- 
tual  government  of  the  church; 
they  therefore  demanded  the  convo¬ 
cation  of  a  national  council  to  fettle 
thefe  matters,  as  they  could  not  pof- 
fibly  .  without  that  determination 
fubmit  to  the  prefent  decrees.  As 
nothing  could  be  more  oppoftte  to 
the  ideas  or  liking  of  the  national 
a fTembly  than  to  admit  by  any 
means  of  the  calling  together  fuch 
an  affembly,  they  were  highly  in, 
cenfed  at  thefe  objections  made  by 
the  clergy  to  their  decrees,  and  in 
that  fpirit  determined  at  once  to 
punifh  their  refraCtorinefs,  and  to 
cut  off  the  means  of  ail  future  dis¬ 
putes,  by  impofing  a  new  oath  on 
them,  by  which  they  were  bound  to 
obferve  and  fubmit  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  as  decreed  by  the  affembly,  in 
all  cafes  whatever. 

Vaft  numbers  of  the  clergy  rt- 
fufed  to  take  this  oath,  and  amon? 
them  many  who  had  in  the  begin- 
ning  been  firmly  attached  to  the 
commons,  and  fuithered  the  revo¬ 
lution  by  every  means  in  their  pow¬ 
er.  But  fuch  aids  were  not  now 
wanted.  Many  offered  to  take  the 
oath  if  they  were  allowed,  as  a  fal- 
vo,  that  it.  did  not  extend  to  admit 
of  any  fpiritual  authority  in  the  af¬ 
fembly  ;  but  though  that  body  had 
generally  declaimed  all  interference 
in  the  fpiritual  part  of  religion,  vet 
they  would  not  allow  of  anv  referve  • 
a  in 
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in.  the  oath,  or  admit  any  explana¬ 
tion  of  it.  All  the  clergy,  without 
exception  or  diftinftion,  who  re- 
fufed  to  take  the  oath,  were  imme¬ 
diately  ejedfed  from  their  benefices, 
and  others  placed  in  their  room ; 
the  bifhoprics  were  filled  up  by  cu¬ 
rates.  The  oath  being  confidered 
as  no  lefs  than  perjury,  being  a  di¬ 
rect  breach  of  that  taken  at  ordina¬ 
tion,  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  form 
fome  judgment  of  the  character  of 
thofe  men  who  were  now  to  in- 
ffrudf  the  people  in  the  duties  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  morality.  It  afforded  a 
glorious  infiance  of  the  integrity  of 
the  French  clergy,  that  of  1 3  r  bi- 
fhops,  only  three  were  found  fervile 
enough  to  betray  their  confcience 
and  their  honour,  in  Hooping  to 
take  the  oath  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  bifhoprics. 

Th  is  meafure  occafloned-a  fchifm 
among  the  people  as  well  as  the 
clergy ;  for  the  more  devout  and 
fcrupulo^s,  who  were  Hill  not  a  few 
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in  the  kingdom,  refufed  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  thefe  new  pallors,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to'  receive  the  facraments  ai 
their  hands  ;  which,  according  tc 
their  religious  perfuafion,  it  was  the 
height  of  propha nation,  if  not  fa-) 
crilege,  for  them  to  admihifleVi 
They  were  the  farther  confirmed  if] 
this  opinion,  by  the  utter  difappro-j 
bation  of  the  oath  which  the  pope 
had  publicly  expreffed.  Thus  did 
France  produce  in  an  inftant  tht 
moll  numerous  body  of  nonjuring 
clergy  which  ever  exifted  in  any 
country:  and  fuch  was  the  defpo- 
tifm  which  prevailed  in  a  republi¬ 
can  aflembly,  that  would  compel 
men’s  perfons,  minds,  and  confci-' 
ences,  to  bend  in  all  things,  without 
referve,  to  its  almighty  will.  Even 
the  more  moderate  of  the  democra-j 
tical  writers,  regretted  and  condemn¬ 
ed,  as  a  harfh  and  imprudent  mea-i 
fure,  the  forcing  of  fuch  an  oath  at 
cnee  upon  minds  unprepared  to  re¬ 
ceive  it 
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id,  A' I”"'  HIS-  day  there  was  no 
X  court  either  at  Wind  for 
or  St.  James’s,  as  ufual  on  New 
Year’s  day,  confequently  the  Lau- 
reat’s  ode  was  omitted.  The  New 
Year’s  ode  not  being  performed  as 
ufual,  has  occafioned  much  fpecu- 
lation — It  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  our  readers  to  give  them  the*  fol¬ 
lowing  pall  age  from  Mr.  Gibbqn’s 
Iaft  volume  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman 
Empire :  “  The  title  of  Poet  Lau¬ 
reate  which  cuflom  rather  than  va¬ 
nity  perpetuates  in  the  Englifh 
court,  was  firft  invented  by  the  Cse- 
fars  of  Germany.  From  Auguftus 
to  Louis,  the  mufe  has  been  too 
often  falfe  and  venal;  but  I  much 
doubt  whether  any  age  or  court  can 
produce  a  fimilar  eftablifhment  of  a 
dipendiary  poet,  who  in  every  reign, 
and  at  all  events,-  is  bound  to  fur- 
nifh,  twice  a  year,  a  meafure  of 
ptaife  and  verfe,  fuch  as  may  be 
fung  in  the  chapel,  and,  I  believe, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  fovercign. 
I  fpeak  the  more  freely,  as  the  befb 
time  for  abolifhing  this  ridiculous 
suftom  is  while  the  prince  is  a  man 
of  virtue,  and  the  poet  a  man  of 
genius.” 

2(j>  The  Oxford  Canal  was  this 
day  opened  bv  the  arrival  of 

Vol.  XXXII.  ’ 


upwards  of  200  tons  of  coals,  be- 
iides  corn  and  other  effects.  The 
fir  ft  boat  entered  the  bafon  a  few 
minutes  before  twelve  o’clock,  dif- 
playing  the  union  flag,  and  having 
on  board  the  band  belonging  to  the 
Oxfordfhire  militia. 

At  a  meeting,  lately  held,  of  the 
truftees  of  John  Stock,  efq.  late  ot 
Hampftead,  who  bequeathed  200/. 
a  year  to  be  divided  among  ten 
curates  of  the  church  of  England, 
whofe  incomes  did  not  exceed  40/. 
per  ann.  thirty-eight  petitions  were 
prefented  and  received  from  poof1 
curates  to  partake  of  this  benevo¬ 
lence,  many  of  whofe  ftipends  were 
not  more  than  25/.  a  year,  with 
which  they  had  to  fupport  large 
families. 

The  prifoners,  convidled  at 
the  Admiralty  Seffions,  were 
executed  at  Execution  Dock  pur- 
fuant  to  their  feveral  fentences,] 
viz.  John  Clark  and  Edward  Hob- 
bins,  for  dealing  off  the  Land’s 
End  a  boat,  feveral  fails,  and  a 
wooden  compafs,  the  property  of 
Meff.  Hurry  and  Co.;  John  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Hugh  Wiifon,  for  a  mutiny 
on  board  the  Gregfon  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  at  Duke’s  Cove,  off  the  coaft 
of  Africa;  and  Thomas  Brett,  for 
dealing  from  a  Dutch  hoy,  at  Dun- 
genefs  Roads,  three  cafks  of  gene¬ 
va,  16  bales,  and  other  merchan¬ 
dize,  the  property  of  perfons  ua* 
[  A  ]  known. 
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known.  They  are  all  ordered  to 
be  hung  in  chains. 

The  bankrupts  in  1788  were  709; 
in  1752  were  116.  Thefe  were  the 
moll;  and  leaf!  numerous  fince  1 740  ; 
in  1789  there  .were  584., 

The  Severn  hooded  a  few 
days  ago  higher  than  has 
been  known  for  thele  twenty  years.. 
At  Shrew  (bury  and  its  environs, 
particularly  at  the  Abbey  Forgate, 
Frank  well,  and  cotton -mill,  there 
was:  no  palling  without  a  boat. 

On  the  lakes  and  high  moun¬ 
tainous  land  of  Cumberland  and 
Weftmoreland,  there  has  been 
fcarCely  any  fnow,  and  not  any  ice 
two  inches  thick.  The  wind  and 
rain  have  exceeded,  as  much  as  the 
fnow  and  ice  fall  fhort  of,  the  ufual 
proportions.  Both  are  unexampled 
in  the  memory  of  man. 

,  The  felfions  ended  at  the 
*9  Old  Bailey,  when  fentence 
of  death  was  palled  upon  1 3  con- 
vidts ;  one  was  fentenced  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  for  1 4  years,  29  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  feven  years,  feven  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate,  18  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell,  21  to  be 
publickly  whipped,  and  r6  were 
delivered  by  proclamation. 

n  As  his  maieftv  was  coins' 

2 1  if  •>  J  Jb  £ a 

m  hate  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
on  palling  the  corner  oppoAte  Carle- 
ton  Houfe,  in  St.  James’s  Park,  a 
ftone  was  thrown  at  the  'coach  by  a 
tall  man  drefied  in  a  fcarlet  coat, 
black  breeches,  a  ftriped  waiftcoat, 
a  cocked  hat,  with  an  orange-co¬ 
loured  cockade  ;  he  was  imme¬ 
diately  apprehended  and  taken  to 
Mr.  Grenville’s  office,  in  the  trea- 
fury,  Whitehall  A  where  he  under¬ 
went  an  examination.by  the  attorney 
general  and  fir  Sampfon  Wright, 
before  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Grenville,  the 
duke  of  Leeds,  Earl  of  Chatham, 


&c.  which  lafted  four  hours,  whe 
he  was  committed  to  prifon  for  fui 
ther  examination.  He  proves  t 
be  the  fame  perfon  who  wrote 
libel  againll  hi,s  majefty,  and  ftuc 
it  on  the  whalebone  in  the  ceuri 
yard,  St.  James’s,  about  a  fortnigl 
fince,  and  figned  his  name  Joh 
Frith,  lieutenant  of  the  fecond  bal 
talion  of  royals.  After  undergoin 
feveral  ether  examinations,  he  wz 
committed  to  Newgate  for  trial  0 
a  charge  of  high  treafon. 

The  accounts  relative  to  J 
the  early  appearance  of 
fpring  this  year  are  too  numerot; 
to  be  particularized.  Aim  oft  ever 
production  that  the  month  of  Apr 
ufually  exhibits  in  the  garden,  an 
in  the  field,  were  to  be  feen  at  th 
clofe  of  this  month  in  various  par 
of  the  kingdom. 

H 1  e  d,  at  Horleley,  county  of  Dei 
by,  at  the  age  of  107,  Mrs.  France 
Barton.  It  Is  laid  fhe  well  remen 
bered  the  revolution  in  1688,  ar 
that  fhe  danced  at  a  merry-makin 
on  that  glorious  occafion.  Her  hu 
band  had  been  fexton  of  the  parij 
church  70  years ;  and  this  antiet 
pair  frequently  bcafted  that  fhe  ha 
brought  into  the  world,  and  he  ha 
buried,  the  p-arifh  twice  over.. 

At  Miles-court,  Bath,  aged  71 
Mrs.  Burr,  grand-niece  of  fir  Ifaa 
Newton,  by  a  daughter  of  his  me 
ther,  who  married,  for  her  fecon 
hufband,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith.  Sb 
had  a  perfect  recolledion  of  th< 
great  philofopher,  and  remembere 
palling  much  time  at  his  houfe  i 
St  Martin’s-lane ;  and  that,  when 
child,  fhe  had  fper.t  whole  evening 
in  his  itudy,  as  he  was  remarkabl 
fond  of  children.  She  rememberer 
alfo,  the  ftrength  of  his  fight,  hi 
examining  old  coins,  and  reading 
the  fmalleft  print  without  fpefta 
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ies ;  the  Arid  ceconomy  of  his  ex- 
oences,  with  the  regularity  of  his 
lomeftic  arrangements,  and  that  he 
eldom  dined  without  company, 
vith  whom  he  was  remarkably  plea- 
ant  and  chearful. 

A  Fortuguefe  woman,  who,  fome 
lays  before  her  death,  had  attained 
she  age  of  109. 

Lately,  at  Rome,  aged  43,  Bro¬ 
ker  Barnabas,  of  St.  Nicholas,  a 
•eligious  queftor,  of  the  order  of 
:he  barefooted  Auguftines.  A  great 
nultitude  of  people  vifited  the  con¬ 
sent  where  his  body  was  expofsd 
or  four  days.  A  number  of  mira¬ 
cles  are  laid  to  have  been  performed 
oy  him  both  before  and  after  his 
leath. - 

Aged  12&,  John  Jacob,  the  cele¬ 
brated'  patriarch  of  Mount  Jura, 
vho  came  to  pay  his  compliments 
:o  the  national  affembly  laft  year. 

Aged  104,  at  Cropton  near  Pic¬ 
kering,  Mrs.  Mary  Jackfon. 

At  Lean  Cadwallader,  in  the 
115th  year  of  his  age,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Hugh  Llewellyn,  Well  known 
in  the  neighbouring  counties  for 
his  mulical  fkill,  particularly  on  the 
Welfh-harp,  which  he  played  until 
within  a  fortnight  of  his  death. 


FEBRUARY. 

The  two  annual  premiums 
of  25  /.  each,  bequeathed  by 
tHe  lath  Dr.  Smith,  of  Cambridge, 
to  the  two  junior  bachelors  of  arts, 
who  (hall  appear  to  be  the  bell:  pro¬ 
ficients  in  mathematics  and  na¬ 
tural  philofophy.  Were,  on  Friday 
the  29th,  adjudged  to  Mr.  Bridge, 
of  Petefhoilfe  College,  and  Mr, 
Wrangham,  of  Trinity-Hall. 

Lp  The  printer  of  The  Times 
was  brought  up  Lorn  Newgate 


to  the  king’s  bench  to  receive  judg~; 
ment  for  two  libels  of  which  he  had 
been  convidied.  He  was  fentenced 
for  the  firft,  which  was  on  the  prince 
of  Wales,  and  the  duke  of  York 
(charging  their  royal  highnefies 
with  having  fo  demeaned:  them- 
&lves  as  to  incur  the  juft  difappro- 
tion  of  his  majefty)  to  pay  a  fine  of 
1 00  /.  and  be  imprifoned  in  N  ew- 
gate  one  year  after  the  expiration 
of  his  prefent  confinement;— -and 
for  the  fecond,  which  was  on  the 
duke  of  Clarence,  he  was  fined 
loo/. 


The  libel  againft  the  duke  of 
Clarence  averted  that  his  royal 
highnefs  returned  from  his  ftation 
without  authority  from  the  admi¬ 
ralty  or  the  commanding  officer. 

His  royal  highnefs  theprinc.e  Q  , 
of  Wales  :had  a  ftate  levee,  for  ^  ** 
the  fir  ft  time,  at  his  palace  of  Carl- 
ton-houfe.  •  . 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  whd  /  , 
has  honourably  filled  for  22  Iot  u 
years  the  chair  of  the  royal  acade¬ 
my,  formally  notified  to  the  council 
his  refignation  as  prefident* 

A  man  of  the  name  of  Edward 
Derick,  who  either  is,  or  affedts  to 
be,  a  maniack,  weht  to  St.  James’s 
this  evening,  and  defired  the  mar- 
fhalmen  to  introduce  him  to  his 
majefty  ;  he  was  of  courfe  informed' 
that  his  requeft  could  not  be  com¬ 
plied  with.  He  then  faid,  that  he 
had  letters  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance  for  the  queeh,  and  muft  be  ad* 
mitted.  The.  marfhalmen  flopped 
him;  and  his  behaviour  ih  confe- 
quence  was  ft>  riotous,  that  they 
were  under  the  lieceflity  of  taking 
him  into  euftody.  He  fays  he  wa£ 
born  at  Caldecot  in  Chefhire,  and 
that  lie  flept  on  Tuefday  near  'Rum* 
ford  in  Eflex.  He  is  about  24  years 
[jv  2] 
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cf  age,  very  mean  in  his  appearance, 
and  difcourfes  in  the  ftile  of  a 
quaker.  He  was  committed  to 
Tothill- fields  Bridewell. 

Lately  a  cafe  was  argued  and  de¬ 
termined  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  of  fome  importance  to  the 
mercantile  world.  The  queftion 
was,  Whether  a  payment  made 
in  bank  notes  can  legally  be  deemed 
-a  payment  made  in  money?”  The 
court  faid,  that  the  judges  had  not 
yet  gone  to  the  extent  of  deciding 
that  the  tender  of  a  debt  in  bank 
notes  was  a  good  tender,  unlefs  the 
party  accepted  them  as  cafh.  A 
payment,  however,  made  in  bank 
notes  might  certainly  be  deemed  a 
payment  made  in  money,  and  might 
be  fo  dyled  in  a  deed  or  other  in- 
l’trument  by  which  any  fum  is  dated 
to  be  given  or  paid.  Bank  note's 
were  unquedionably  called  money, 
■and  fo  confidered  by  the  world. 

A  young  woman,  of  the  name  of 
Finch,  took  the  fatal  refolution  of 
putting  an  end  to  her  prefent  ex¬ 
igence,  by  fwallowing  a  quantity 
©f  arfenic.  What  renders  this  mod 
remarkable  is,  fhe  prevailed  upon 
the  fervant  maid  of  Mr.  Huddy,  a 
padry-cook,  to  accompany  her  in 
>the  fatal  refolution.  They  took  to 
•  the'amount  of  two  ounces  between 
them;  in  confequence  of  which, 
■Mils  Grace  Finch  ftruo-^led  with 
the  drug  in  violent  convulfions 
about  three  hours,  and  then  ex¬ 
pired.  The  maid  fervant  conti¬ 
nued  in  a  mod  miferable-.  date  till 
Jthe  next  morning,  when  fhe  expired 
.alio. 

The  celebrated  Pbillidor  played 
three  g ernes  at  chefs  blindfolded , 
•with  three  different  perfons  at  once : 
•two  *  with  Dr.  Rolet,  and  Capt. 
Smith,  he  gained;  and  the  third 


with  count  Bruhi  was  a  drawn 


game. 

Died,  at  Sutton,  near  Bingham, 
in  the  103d  year  of  her  age,  Han¬ 
nah  Jenk,  a  widow  of  that  village, 
who  remained  her  faculties  in  the 
mod  perfect  manner  till  a  very  fhort 
time  previous  to  her  death. 

At  Edinburgh,  aged  upwards  of 
80,  the  celebrated  William  Cullen, 
M.D.  fird  phydcian  to  his.  majedy 
for  Scotknd. — -Notwithftanding  the 
number  of  years  he  read  lectures 
there,  he  has  not  left  property 
enough  to  fupport  his  daughters. 
His  midaken  notions  of  farming 
contributed  not  a  little  to  reduce 
his  income. 


At  Iflington,  aged  68,  John  , 
Hyacinth  de  Magelhaens,  7 


F.R.S.  member  of  many  foreign 
academies,  formerly  an  Anguftine 
monk  at  Lifbon,  and  great  grandfon 
of  the  celebrated  navigator,  Ferdi- 


nando  M.  who  gave  his  name  to 


the  ftraight  difcovered  by  him  in 
1  5 iq.  He  was  alfo  related  to  the 
jefuit  M.  who  travelled  over  China 
from  1640  to  1648,  till  he'  was  car¬ 
ried  to  the  court  at  Pekin,  where 
he  redded  29  years,  and  died  in 
1677.  He  was  a  dudious,  inge¬ 
nious,  and  learned  man,  particu¬ 
larly  didinguifhed  among  the  lite¬ 
rati  in  this  and  other  /enlight¬ 
ened  countries  for  his  intimate, ac¬ 
quaintance  with  mod  branches  of 
natural  pbilofophy,  and  no  lefs  in¬ 
genious  in  his  experiments  therein, 
particularly  in  mechanics. 

At  his  houfe  in  Hereford,  „  .  , 
at  the  age  of  105  years,  the (  i0 
Rev.  William  Davies,  who  took  his 
degree  of  M.A.  at  Chrid  Church, 
Oxford,  in  1715.  He  retained  his 
faculties  in  a  great  degree  till 
within  a  few  years  of  his  death. 
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MARCH, 

A  bill  of  indiCmen.t  .was 
found  by  the  grand  jury  againil 
John  Frith,  for  high  treafon,  in 
comparing  the  life  of  the  king,  by 
throwing  a  Hone  againil  his  coach, 
as  he  went  to  the  parliament  houfe. 

,  The  following  conviCs  re-  . 
2  '  ceived  fentence  of  death  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  viz.  James  Eall,  Wil-  . 
liam  Willon,  James  Betts,  Samuel 
Dring,  Jofeph  Phillips,  Thomas  . 
Alexander,  and  Henry  Jones,  alias 
Denton.  Three  were  lentenced  to 
he  tranfported  for  14  years,  21  for 
(even  years,  feven  fined  and  impri- 
loned,  feven  publickly  whipped, 
and  24  difcharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion. 

,  This  afternoon  another  ma- 
•3  ’  niac  went  to  St.  James’s,  where 
he  feized  the  colours  belonging  to 
the  ’firft  regiment,  who  were  on 
guard,  which  were  placed  in  the 
court  yard  as  uiual.  The  fentry 
who  guarded  the  colours  not  ob- 
ferving  him,  he  made  his  efcape  to 
the  whalebone,  where  he  was  feized 
by  another  fentry,  who  fe cured 
him  till  he  got  other  aflUlance ;  the 
maniac  immediately  threw  down  the 
ilandard,  when  he  was  taken  into 
cuftody  by  two  of  the  marihalmep, 
who  conveyed  him  in  a  hackney 
.coach  ta  the  public  office.  Bow 
Street,  where  he  underwent  an  exa¬ 
mination  oefore  fir  Sampfon Wright., 
On  fir  Sampfon’s  alking  him  his 
xeafon  for  taking  away  the  colours, 
he  faid  he  was  a  native  of  .the  Hie 
of  Man;  that  his  name  was  Tho¬ 
mas  Cannon;  that  he  went  yefter- 
day  morning  to.  Kenfmgton  Palace 
in  expe&aticn  of  feeing  his  majeliy 
pafs  to  Windfor,  and  on  his  return 
he  had  completed  his  point,  which 


he  had  in  view  for  fome  time  back, 
by  throwing  down  the  royal  Iland¬ 
ard  of  England.  His  reafon,  he 
faid,  he  would  not  give,  unlefs  he 
was  introduced  to  the  king,  the 
prince  of  Wales,  and  Mr.  Pitt.  He 
was  committed  to  Covent  Garden 
watch-houfiSi 

T  he  difagreedble  intelligence  , 

was  received  of  the  lofs  of  the  ^  1  *  • 
company’s  fhip  Vanfittart,  in  the  - . 
ftreights  of  Billoton,  in  November 
laft.  No  lives  were  loll  either  a- 
mong  the  officers  or  Ihip’s  company; 
the  affiftance  they,  received  front 
two  country  fhips  enabled  thetn  to  ■ 
fave  great  part  of  the  fiver  on 
board,  and  fome  other  part  of  the 
cargo.  .  '  .  . 

The  two  gold  medals,  value  fif-  - 
teen  guineas  each,  given  annually  . 
by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Cam-  • 
bridge,  for  the  encouragement  of 
cl affical  learning,  are  this  year  ad¬ 
judged  to  Mr.  Francis  Wranghain, 
B.A.  of  Trinity  Hail,  and  Mr.  John 
Tweddell,  B.A.  of  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege.  ■  - 

Soyierfet  Houfe. — The  efimates,  as 
delivered  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
are  as  follow  :  Expended  334,703 
to  be  expended,  33,500/. 

A  grant  to  earl  Stanhope,  for 
his  '  new-invented  method  of  con¬ 
ducing  vclleis  without  fails  againil: 
wind,  waves,  current,  and  tide,  has. 
paffed  the  great  feal.  .  \ 

On  Sunday  the  14th  infant,  four 
men  were  feen  on  the  other  fide 
Staines,  walking  towards  that  town.  - 
They  had  the  appearance  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  were  drefied  as  faiiors,  and 
one  iather, better  than. the  red.  In 
the  even.ng  of  the  fame  day,  -hoy 
went  to  the  fhop  of  a  barber  t 
Staines,  and .  were  ftiaved,,  ar.d  e 
man  who  was  bed  dreiied  paid  for 
[N3]  ‘  the 
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the  reft.  He  had  a  large  bag  of 
money;  but  whether  of  gold  or 
filver,  is  not  known.  From  this 
fhop  they  went  to  the  White  Lion, 
•(upped,  and  flept ;  and  at  four  on 
Sunday  morning  rofe,  had  each  a 
glafs  of  brandy,  for  which  the  beft- 
drefied  man  ftill  paid  for  his  com¬ 
panions,  and  having  drunk  it,  they 
all  fet  out  together  on  the  road  to 
London. 

On  Monday  morning,  as  a  man 
was  driving  his  cows  in  a  held  near 
Belfont-lanse,  about  thirteen  miles 
from  London,  he  difcovered  in  a 
ditch  a  number  of  brambles  with  a 
quantity  of  new-raifed  earth  thrown 
over  them,  which  curiofity  led  him 
to  examine,  when,  to  his  furprize, 
he  difcovered  the  dead  body  of  a 
man,  mangled  in  a  moft  inhuman 
manner,  the  throat  cut,  the  fkull 
iraftured,  one  arm  broke,  and  one 
hand  almoft  cut  in  pieces.  At  this 
time  the  duke  of  Cumberland  being 
but  with  his  hounds,  the  dogs  took 
the  fcent,  and  traced  the  blood  from 
the  road  to  the  fpot  where  the  body 
was  found,  which  by  his  royal 
highnefs’s  order  was  removed  to 
the  Black  Dog  at  Belfont,  where 
the  coroner’s  inqueft  was  after¬ 
wards  fummoned  to  fit ;  and  at  which 
place  the  barber  by  whom  the  four 
men  were  fhaved,  and  the  people  at 
the  White  Lion,  where  they  flept, 
were  fummoned  to  appear,  and  all 
agree  that  the  deceafed  is  one  of 
thofe  four  men,  and  the  identical 
perfon  who  paid  for  all  the  reft. 
Thefe  particulars  were  communicat¬ 
ed  to  fir  Sampfon.  Wright  by  his  roy¬ 
al  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
who  has  taken  uncommon  pains  to 
bring  the  murderers  to  juftice.  : 

On  Friday  night  the  19th  they 
w$re  found  on  board  a  Portuguefe 
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vefTel,  where,  after  vfome  refiftance, 
they  were  hand-cuffed,  and  commit¬ 
ted  to  different  prifons  tj.ll  the  20th, 
when,  at  the  defire  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  they  were  examined 
at  the  public  office  in  Bow  Street, 
where  '  the  officer  who  took  then! 
gave  a  particular  account  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  found  at  their  lodgings,  con¬ 
fiding,  among  other  things,  of  a 
relick  which  the  deceafed  ufed  to 
wear  about  his  neck,  and  a  eoat. 

The  firft  evidence  called  was  F re- 
clerico  Solaro,  a  Genoefe'.  He  de- 
pofed,  that  the  name  -of  the  deceafed 
was  Jofeph,  but  could  not  tell  hii 
other  name  ;  that  he,  this  deponent, 
Antonio  Murina,  a  Venetian  ;  Ja- 
chin-Pharao,  a  Genoefe ;  and  Ste¬ 
phan  Apologie,  a  Ruffian;  came 
home  in  ,the  fhip  Crown  Prince, 
captain  Nicondia,  from  the'  ifland' 
of  Sardinia;  that  they  all  left  the 
fhip  at  the  fame  time  at  Portf- 
mouth ;  that  they  received  their  pay 
before  they  fet  off  for  London. 
He  walked  with  them  about  three 
miles  farther  than  Gofport,  and 
wantirfg  to  get  to  London  as  foon 
as  he  could,  he  turned  back  and 
came  by  the  coach.  He  heard 
nothing  more  of  them  till  Wed- 
nefday  laft,  when,  hearing  of  the 
murder,  he  had  fome  ftrong  fuf- 
picion  of  the  prifoners.;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  came'  to  this  office,  and 
gave  what  defcription  of  them  he 
could  ;  that,  on  fir  Sampfon  Wright 
fending  him  to  Staines  to  examine 
the  deceafed,  he  knew  him.  The 
officers  then  produced  the  rdick 
mounted  with  filver,  and  the  other 
articles  they  had  'taken  from  the 
prifoners.  He  had  feen  them  on 
board  of  the  fhip,  and  likewife  faw 
the  deceafed  with  the  relick.  He 
certainly  would  have  parted  with 
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liis  life  rather  than  the  relick.  The 
pyifoners  were  examined  apart,  and 
all  denied  committing  the  murder. 

,  They  were  committed  to  differ¬ 
ent  gaols,  in  order  for  re-examina¬ 
tion.  < 

A  very  curious  difcovery  has 
lately  taken  place  at  Blackwall, 
near  the  river  Thames,  where  Mr. 
Perry,  the  fhip-builder,  had  appro¬ 
priated  about  feven  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  wet 
dock.  In  digging  the  ground,  re¬ 
gular  ftrata  of  land,  clay,  &c.  have 
been  found,  proper  for  making 
bricks;  and,  .12 feet  below  the  fur- 
face,  hazle-trees,  with  the  nuts  upon 
them. 

Died,  in  the  ifle  of  Sky,  Mrs. 
Flora  Macdonald,  famed  in  the 
annals  of  the  late  pretender. 

In  the  19th  year  of  his  age  Geo. 
Haftings,  efq.  only  fon  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  of  Folkftone,  to  whom  the 
title  of  earl  of  Huntingdon  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  lately  devolved. 

At  Ipfwich,  in  his  100th  year, 
Alexander  Dean,  efq. 

In  her  5  08th  year,  and  in  full 
pofiellion  of  all  her  faculties,  Mrs. 
Bridget  Scaver,  late  of  Treay, 
county  of  Armagh. 


APRIL. 

^  A  duel  was  lately  fought  in 
5  ’  Luttrelftown  between  Mr.  Cor¬ 
ran,  M.P.  and  major  Hobart,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fome  words  fpoken  in 
parliament.  The  meeting  was  at 
the  Hermitage,  one  of  lord  Car- 
hampton’s  feats ;  Mr.  Corran  was 
attended  by  Mr.  Egan ;  major  Ho¬ 
bart  by  lord  Carhampton.  Being 
put  to  their  ground,  and  agreed  to 
ire  as  they  chofe,  Mr,  Corran  fired 
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fir  ft,  without  eifed ;  whereupon  ma¬ 
jor  Hobart  laid,  “  He  hoped  Mr. 
Corran  was  fatisfied.”  Mr.  Egan 
than  called  out  to  major  Hobart 
that  he  had  not  fired,  as  did  Mr. 
Corran.  The  major,  advancing  a 
ftep  or  two  towards  Mr.  Corran, 
repeated  vdfiat  he  had  faid  before. 
Mr.  Corran  replied,  “  I  am  lorry, 
fir,  you  have  taken  this  ad¬ 
vantage;  but  you  have  made  it 
impoffible  for  me  not  to  be  fatif- 
fied.’- 

On  the  14th  inft.  advice  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  Edinburgh,  ftom  William 
Pulteney,  efq.  who  has  inftituted  a 
prpfeft’orfhip  for  agriculture  in  the 
univerfity  there,  that  he  had  fixed 
upon  Dr.  Andrew  Coventry  to  fill 
that  office. 

Lectures  are  to  be  delivered  an¬ 
nually. — The  fubje&s  are,  reced¬ 
ing  the  nature  of  foils  and  manures, 
the  conftrudion  of  implements  cf 
hufbandry,  the  beft  and  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  known  pradices,  the  man¬ 
ner  of  inftituting  experiments  to 
afcertain  the  efted  of  a  pradice  in 
any  given  foil  or  climate,  and  the 
beft  manner  of  introducing  or  train¬ 
ing  fkilful  labourers  and  country 
artificers,  where  thele  may  be  want¬ 
ing. 

The  patronage  of  this  inftitution, 
after  the  deceafe  of  the  founder,  is 
yefted  jointly  in,  1.  The  judges  of 
the  courts  of  feffion  and  exchequer  ; 

2.  The  magiftrates  and  town  coun¬ 
cil  of  Edinburgh.  3.  The  univer¬ 
fity  of  Edinburgh.  One  delegate 
from  each  of  thefe  bodies  is  to  meet 
in  a  hall  in  the  univerfity ;  and  a 
majority  determine  the  eledion,  in 
cafe  of  a  vacancy. 

A  duel  was  fought  at  Muftelbo- 
rough  Links,  near  Edinburgh,  on 
the  14th  inft.  between  fir  George 
Ramfay,  and  captain  Macrae;  the 

[W  4]  circum* 
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circumftances  flated  are  precifely  as 
follows : 

A  fervant  of  lir  George,  keeping 
a  chair  at  the  door  of  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  theatre,  was  ordered  by  capt. 
Macrae  to  remove  it;  on  his  ob¬ 
jecting,  fome  words  enfued,  and  the 
fracas  concluded  in  captain  Macrae’s 
chaftifing  the  fervant  very  feverely. 
Meeting  the  next  day  with  lir 
George  Ramfay,  he  infilled  on  his 
difmiffing  the  man  from  his  fervice. 
This  was  refufed,  on  the  ground, 
that  whatever  was  the  mifconduCl 
of  the  fervant,  he  had  already  re¬ 
ceived  a  fufKcient  punifhment. 

A  challenge  was  the  immediate 
confequence  of  this  refufal.  The 
parties  met  on  M uffelborougn  L inks ; 
dr  George  Ramfay  accompanied  by 
fir  William  Maxwell  of  Moncrief ; 
and  capt.  Macrae  by  Mr.  Hay. 
The  former  fired  firft,  but  without 
effeCt;  Capt.  Macrae  returned  the 
lire,  and  lodged-  his  ball  fo  near  the- 
heart  of  his  antagonift,  that  every 
art  to  extraCt  it  was  fruitlefs.  Sir 
George  languilhed  in  much  agony 
until  Friday  morning,  when  he  ex¬ 
pired. 

The  deceafed  was  a  gentleman  of 
the  molt  amiable  character- and  dif* 
pofition,  andtiiad  but  lately  married 
a  beautiful  young  lady,  the  filler  of 
lord  Saltoun. 

1  The  lord  chancellor  com- 
'  '  mitted  the  rev.  Mr.  Stevens 

to  the  fleet  prifon/for  carrying  a 
young  lady  of  the  name  of  Jefferies 
to  Gretna-Green,  where  he  was 
married  to  her,  file  being  a  ward 
of  the  court  of  chancery.  The  mo¬ 
ther,  aunt,  and  other  relations  and 
friends  of  the  lady,  all  bore  honour¬ 
able  teflimony,  by  their  affidavits, 
to  the  character  of  Mr.  Stevens,  and 
depofed  that  they  approved  of  the 
marriage,  although  it  was  contract¬ 


ed  without  their  privity.  The  lord 
chancellor  faid,  there  could  be  no 
■  excufe  for  a  clergyman  of  the  eftab- 
lifhed  church  carrying  award  of  the 
court  to  Scotland,  and  there  beincr 
married  by  a  blackfmith.  The  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  wards  of  that  court 
was  of  great  importance.  His  Jord- 
fhip,  however,  paid  due  attention  to 
the  affidavits,  which  he  faid  might 
become  a  fubjeCt  of  future  confide- 
ration. 

Stephano  Apologi,  Antonio  , 
Marini,  and  Jacintlia  Farari,  I^t  * 
for  the  murder  of  their  companion 
near  Belfont;  and  Thomas  Hewet 
Mailers,  for  the  murder  of  his  mif- 
trefs’s  daughter,  Mary  Loveden, 
near  Whitechapel,  were  executed 
before  the  debtor’s  door  at  New¬ 
gate,  purfuant  to  their  fentence. 
The  three  former  having  received 
the  Sacrament  according  to  the  ce¬ 
remonies  '  of  the  Romifh  church, 
about  fix  o’clock  they  made  a  full 
confeffion  of  the  horrid  deed.  An¬ 
tonio  Marini  (  who  profeffed  him- 
felf  to  be  the  fon  of  one  of  the  Ve¬ 
netian  nobleffe,  and  fpoke  Latin, 
Spanilh,  French,  and  Italian  very 
elegantly  and  fluently)  declared  to 
the  prieft  who  attended  them,  that 
they  had  all  agreed  to  kill  their 
comrade  as  he  dept  in  his  bed  two 
nights  before  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted;  but  that  he,  Marini,  was 
fo  fhocked  at  the  idea  of  it  on  re¬ 
flection,  that  he  determined  to  a- 
bandon  it,  and  from  that  time  never 
failed  to  pray  fome  hours  each  day, 
that  the  deity  would  ftrengthen  him 
in  this  refolution.  That  at  the  time 
the  murder  was  perpetrated,  he  was 
walking  more  than  a  hundred  yards 
before  them,,  when  he  heard  the  de¬ 
ceafed  cry  aloud,  «  Antonio — Oh 
Antonio  !v  That  he  ran  back  and 
found  him  lifelefs^  with  one  arngt. 

broken^ 
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broken,  and  his  Ikull  fractured,  which 
he  learnt  was  done  by  Apologi  in 
knocking  him  down ;  and  that  his 
throat  was  cut  in  two  places  by 
Farari  with  a  knife  which  he  had 
borrowed  of  him  that  morning. 
That  he  was  in  great  horror  at  the 
fight  of  fuch  a  fpe&acle  1  but  affifted 
in  burying  the  body,  for  fear  of  a 
difcovery,  and  that  he  fnould  be 
deemed  an  acceffary  in  the  murder. 
— * — Apologi  and  Farari  acknow¬ 
ledged  all  he  thus  faid  was  ftridlly 
true.  On  afcending  the  fcaffold, 
Apologi  and  Farari  difcovered  great 
perturbation  of  mind,  and  wept  a- 
bundantly.  Marini  deported  him- 
felf  with  more  fortitude,  and  yet 
with  becoming  decency.  Thomas 
Hewet  Mahers  likewife  fhewed  a 
becoming  contrition.  After  a  few 
minutes  fpent  in  devotion  with  their 
refpeftive  minifiers,  the  drop  fell, 
when  they  expiated  (it  is  hoped) 
their  offences,  in  the  prefence  of  an 
incredible  number  of  fpeflators. 
After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  their 
bodies  were  cut  down,  and  fent  to 
furgeops’  hall  for  diffeflion. 

At  Warwick  afilzes  a  perfon  was 
indifted  for  healing  a  horfe.  It 
was  proved,  that  he  hired  the  horfe 
at  London,  to  go  a  fhort  journey  ; 
that  he  rode  him  to  Birmingham, 
and  there  fold  him,  and  converted 
the  money  to  his  own  ufe.  Thefe 
circumidances  were  fubmitted  to 
the  conlideration  of  the  jury;  who 
brought  in  their  verdifl,  “  guilty 
of  felling  the  horfe.”  The  judge 
told  them,  he  knew  no  law  that 
made  the  felling  a  horfe  a  capital 
crime;  and  inferred  back  to  the 
charge  in  the  indiftment.  They 
then  laid  their  heads  together  again, 
and,  after  mature  confideration, 
brought  in  their  final  verdifl,  “  not 


Mr.  Erfkine  on  the  part  of  , 
fir  James  Marriot,  judge  of2^  Jm 
the  high  court  of  admiralty,  moved 
the  court  of  king’s  bench  for  a  cri¬ 
minal  information  againh  David 
Parry,  efq;  governor  of  the  ifiand 
of  BarbadoesT  for  an  infult  offered 
to  fir  James  in  his  character  as  a 
judge.  A  caufe  had  been  tried  in 
the  court  of  admiralty,  in  which  the 
governor  was  concerned,  and,  in 
giving  judgment  in  that  caufe,  fir 
James  made  feveral  obfervations  on 
the  conduft  of  the  governor,  which 
the  governor  refented,  and  called 
upon  fir  James  in  the  character  of' 
a  gentleman.  The  rule  was  granted. 

But  on  the  8th  of  May,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  by  .his  counfel,  fignified  his 
defire  of  apologizing  to  fir  James 
for  his  warmth.  The  apology  was 
accepted  ;  the  rule  dilcharged. 

Died,  16th,  at  the  lioufe  of  a 
relation  near  Paris,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Bayonne,  M.  Bourgelais,  author  of 
fome  very  curious  remarks  on  me- 
taphyfical  and  hiftorical  chronology. 
He  was  born  a  cripple,  and  fpent 
his  life  in  ftudy.  The  various  fyf- 
tems  of  facred  chronology  he  treated 
upon  with  great  ability.  He  was 
well  verfedin  mod  of  the  European 
languages.  With  all  his  abilities, 
however,  he  exified  in  the  Ihade  of 
poverty. 

At  Philadelphia,  aged  84  , 

years  and  3  months,  Benjamin  1  ‘ 
Franklin,  efq.  LL.D.  and  F.R.S. 
He  was  born  in  1 706,  and  brought 
up  in  the  profeffion  of  a  printer ;  in 
which  capacity  he  worked  fome 
years  as  a  journeyman  with  the 
late  Mr,  Watts. 

His  love  of  feiehee  can  be  traced 
from  an  early  period.  A  letter  of 
his  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  dated  June 
2,  1725,  is  printed  in  vol.L.  p.459. 


the  Gentleman’s  Magazine. 
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He  appeared  here  in  the  line  of  his 
bufinefs;  but  had  procured  letters 
to,  and  was  well  received  by,  Mar¬ 
tin  Folkes^  efq.  afterwards  Prefl- 
dent  of  the  Royal  Society,  and, 
through  him,  was  known  to  Dr. 
Clarke.  In  1735,  Mr..  Franklin 
had  a  fevere  plcurify,  which  termi¬ 
nated  in  an  abfcefs  on  the  left  lobe 
of  his  lungs,  and  he  was  then  al- 
moft  fuffocated  with  the  quantity 
and  fuddennefs  of  the  discharge. 
A  fecond  attack  of  a  fimilar  nature 
happened  forne  years  after  this, 
from  which  he  fdon  recovered,  and 
did  not  appear  to  fuffier  any  incon¬ 
venience  in  his  refpiration  from 
thefe  difeafes. 

Ih  175  9, -he  published  “  An  Flifto- 
rical  Review  of  the  Government  of 
Penfyl vania- ;”  and  in  1760,  “  The 
interefrs  of  Great  Britain  confider- 
ed,  with  regard  to  her  colonies.” 
In  1773  he  attracted  the  public  no¬ 
tice  by  a  letter  on  the  duel  between 
Mr,  Whateley  and  Mr.  Temple. — 
On  the  29th  of  January,  1774, 
was  heard  before  the  privy  council, 
on  a  petition  he  had  long  before 
prefented,  as  agent  for  Maflachufets 
Bay,  againft  their  governor,  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  ;  when  the  petition  was 
abruptly  difrnifled,  and  Mr.  Frank¬ 
lin  removed  from  the  office  of  de¬ 
puty  poftmafter-general  for  the  Co¬ 
lonies.  Previous  to  this  period,  it 
is  a  teftimony  to  truth,  and  bare 
juftice  to  his  memory,  to  obferve, 
that  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  a  breach  between  Great 
Britain  and  America;  and  it  is 
perhaps  to  be  lamented  that  his 
counfels  were  difregarded.  He 
from  this  time  entertained  fo  ardent 
a  refentment,  that  neither  politenefs 
nor  moderation  could  reftrain  the 
mod  pointed  and  bitter  farcafms 
againft  the  conduct  of  England  in 
mixed  companies.  In  the  fummer 


of 1 775,  he  returned  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,-  and  was  immediately  elefted 
one  of  their  delegates  to  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Congrels.  In  December 
that  year,  being  now  near  70  years 
of  age,  he  arrived  at  Paris,  and  foon 
after  took  the  houfe  which  Lord 
Stormont  had  occupied,. 

In  February,  1777,  he  had  the 
regular  appointment  of  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  Congrefs  to  the 
French  court;  but  obtained  leave 
cfdifmiflion  in  1780.  His  pafiport 
to  Capt.  Cook  bears  date  March 
10th,  1779.  In  1783  he  caufed  a 
medal  to  be  ftruck  to  commemorate 
the  independence  of  America.  J uly 
24th,  1785,  he  embarked  at  Havre, 
and  on  the  fame  day  landed  at 
Southampton;  whence,  after  a  Bight 
refreshment,  he  failed  for  Cowes, 
where  a  veffel  was  ready  to  convey 
him  to  Philadelphia.  He  was  re¬ 
ceived  there.  Sept.  15  th,  with  uni- 
verfal  acclamation.  '  The  memories 
of  the  aged  are  not  fuppofed  to  be 
retentive.  Franklin  was  dn  excep¬ 
tion  to  this  rule;  he  acquired 
French  after  feventy;  he  fpoke  flu¬ 
ently,  and  even  fcientifically,  in  that 
language.  In  his  French  embafly 
Dr/  Franklin  became  the  ton ,  the 
fafhionable  topic  of  modifli  conver- 
fation ;  the  ladies  had  hats  a-la- 
F ranklin',  and  crowds  of  belles  and 
beaux  often  fluttered  after  him  in 
the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries. 

The  ftone,  with  which  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin  had  been  affli&ed  for  feveral 
years,  had  for  the  laft  12  months 
confined  him  chiefly  to  his  bed;  and 
during  the  extreme  painful  parox- 
yfms  he  was  obliged  to  take  lauda¬ 
num,  to  mitigate  his  tortures ;  ftill; 
in  the  intervals  of  pain,  he  not  only 
amufed  himfelf  with  reading,  and 
converfing  chearfully  with  his  fami¬ 
ly,  and  a  few  friends  who  vifited 
him,  but  was  often  employed  in 

doing 
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doing  buflnefs  of  a  public  as  well  as 
private  nature;  and  in  every  in- 
dance  diplayed,  not  only  a  readi- 
nefs  and  difpofltion  of  doing  good, 
jbut  the  fulled:  and  cleared  podedion 
*;f  bis  mental  abilities.  About  dx- 
teen  days  before  his  death,  he  was 
feized  with  a  feverifh  indifpofltion, 
without  any  particular  fymptoms 
attending  it  till  the  third  or  fourth 
cfay,  when  he  complained  of  a  pain 
in  his  left  bread,  which  increafed 
until  it  became  extremely  acute, 
with  a  cough,  and  laborious  breath¬ 
ing.  In  this  frame  of  body  and 
mind  He  continued  till  five  days  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  when  his  pain  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  entirely  left 
him,  and  his  family  were  battering 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  his 
recovery;  but  an  impodhumation, 
which  had  formed  itfelf  in  his  lungs, 
fuddenly  burd,  and  difcharged  a 
great  quantity  of  matter,  which  he 
continued  to  throw  up  while  he  had 
fufficient  drength  to  do  it,  but  as 
that  failed,  the  organs  of  refpi ra¬ 
tion  became  gradually  oppreded,  a 
calm  lethargic  date  fucceeded,  and 
bn  the  j  7th  of  April,  about  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  he  quietly  clofed  a 
Jong  and  ufeful  life.  He  has  left 
id'ue  one  fon,  Governor  William 
Franklin,  who  was  a  zealous  and 
active  loyalid  during  the  late 
revolution,  and  now  refides  in 
London ;  and  a  daughter  married 
to  Mr.  Richard  Bache,  a  merchant 
in  Philadelphia.  To  the  two  latter 
he  has  bequeathed  the  chief  part  of 
his  edate,  during  their  refpedtive 
lives,  and  afterwards  to  be  divided 
equally  among  their  children.  To  his 
grandfon,WilliamTemple  Franklin, 
efq.  he  leaves  a  grant  of  fome  lands 
in  the  date  of  Georgia,  the  greated 
part  of  his  library,  and  all  his  papers. 


befides  fomething  additional  in  cafe 
of  his  marriage.  He  has  alfo  made 
various  bequeds  and  donations  to 
cities,  public  bodies,  and  individu¬ 
als;  and  has  requeded  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  epitaph,  which  he  compofed 
for  himfelf  fome  years  ago,  may  be 
infcribed  on  his  tombdone  : 

“  The  body  of 

B e n j am in  Franklin,  Printer, 
(like  the  cover  of  an  old  book, 
its  contents  torn  out, 
and  dript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 
lies  here  food  for  worms : 
yet  the  work  itfelf  lhall  not  be  loft, 
but  will  (as  he  believed)  appear 
once  more  in  a  new 
and  more  beautiful  edition, 
corrected  and  amended 
by 

THE  AUTHOR.” 
Philadelphia  never  difplayed  a 
fcene  of  greater  grandeur  than  was 
exhibited  at  his  funeral.  His  re¬ 
mains  were  interred  on  the  2 id; 
and  the  concourle  of  people  adem- 
bled  on  the  occafion  was  immenfe. 
The  body  was  attended  to  the  grave 
by  thirty  clergymen,  and  men  of  all 
ranks  and  profeffions,  arranged  in 
the  greated  order.  All  the  bWs  in 
the  city  were  toljed  mudled,  and 
there  was  a  difcharge  of  artillery. 
Nothing  was  omitted  that  coukl 
diew  the  refpeCt  and  veneration  of 
his  fellow-citizens  for  fo  exalted  a 
character.  The  Congrefs  have  or¬ 
dered  a  general  mourning  for  one 
month  throughout  the  United  States ; 
and  the  national  alfembly  of  France 
have  alfo  decreed  a  general  mourn¬ 
ing  of  three  days. 

The  principles  and  qualities  of 
electricity  were  fcarcely  known  in 
the  lad  age.  The  eledlric  fluid 
was  barely  mentioned  at  the  end  of 
Newton’s  Optics.  It  \y as  referved 
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for  Franklin  to  inveftigate  its  pro¬ 
perties)  and  of  that  branch  of  fcience 
he  may  be  confidered  as  the  father. 
Theory  was  advanced  to  practice  and 
utility  by  the  invention  of  the  con- 
d'uftor.  Nor  were  his  obfervations 
confined  to  this  fcience.  There 
were  few  fubjedls  of  common  utility 
upon  which  he  did  not  comment, 
none  were  touched  by  him 'which 
he  did  not  improve  and  illuftrate ; 
of  tills,  his  Advice  to  Servants— -to 
Tradefmpn— to  Settlers  in  America 
—on  the  Cure  of  Smoky  Chimnies 
- — Rules  for  Clubs  and  forConverfa- 
tion — Maxims  to  convert  a  p-reat 

v  o 

sn-to  a  final!  Empire,  written  with 
the  ctluftic  fpirit  of  Swift,  are  abund¬ 
ant  proofs. 


M  A  Y. 

r.  The  Marlhal  of  the  King’s 

1  *  Bench  Prifon  having  com¬ 
plained  to  the  court  of  certain  ir¬ 
regularities,  which  he  had  not  pow¬ 
er  to  reprefs,  that  court,  in  order 
to  prevent  thefe  irregularities,  has 
made  the  following  orders  : 

Ftrji — That  no  prifoner,  after  the 
£rfi  day  of  next  Trinity  term,  (hall 
have  any  rule  for  being  abfent  from 
his  confinement,  fora  longer  fpace 
than  three  days  during  each  term. 

Secondly — That  the  New  Prifon 
fhall  be  within  the  rules  of  the 
King’s  Bench. 

Thirdly — That  the  rules  lhall  be 
circumfcribed  according  to  the  li¬ 
mits  mentioned  in  the  order;  and 
particularly,  that  every  public  houfe- 
locally  fituated  within  the  rules, 
ihall  be  confidered  as  without  the 
rules ;  fo  that  every  prifoner  who  is 
feen  at  any  public  houfe  within  the 
rules,  will  render  the  marlhal  liable 
sa  an  aftion  for  an  efcape.— The 


Dog  and  Duck,  the  Circus,  and  the 
other  places  of  public  entertainment 
in  that  neighbourhood,  will  in  con- 
fequence  be  ‘without  the  rides. 

George  Franklin,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  marines,  received  judgment  of 
the  court  of  king’s  bench,  for  fend¬ 
ing  a  challenge  to  his  fuperior  offi¬ 
cer. — He  was  Sentenced  to  a  twelve- 
month’s  imprifonment  in  the  king’s 
bench  prifon,  and  to  find  fecurity 
for  keeping  the  peace  for  two  years, 
himfelfin  100L  and  two  fecurities- 
in  50 1.  each. 

]  ames  Chapman  was 
from  Newgate  to  the 
King’s  Bench,  to  receive  judgment 
for  the  confpiracy  in  carrying-off 
the  countefs  of  Strathmore.  He 
was  fentenced  to  be  imprifoned  in 
Newgate  for  the  term  of  two  years* 
and  during  that  time  to  hand  once 
in  the  pillory  at  Charing-crofs. 

The  recorder  made  his  re¬ 
port  to  the  king  in  council  of *  1 
the  prifoners  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  convicted  at  the 
lad  feffions,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  the  19th* 
viz.  Thomas  Parker,  and  Sophia 
Girton,  for  coining  and  counterfeit¬ 
ing  the  filver  coin  of  this  realm  call¬ 
ed  a  Bulling;  Edward  Humphreys, 
for  robbing  James  Cumberland 
Bentley,  in  the  Strand,  of  a  cam- 
brick  handkerchief;  and  Guinard 
Villoni,  for  Healing,  in  the  houfe  of 
James  Daubigny,  an  iron  cheft  con¬ 
taining  about  .2.0 00 J.  in  •  cafii  and 
notes. — The  three  men  were  exe¬ 
cuted  accordingly ;  but  the  woman 
has  Been  refpited. 

Frith  was  this  morning 
tried  at  the  , Old  Bailey  for  21  ' 
high  treafon,  in  throwing  a  Hone  at 
the  king,  when  in  his  coach,  goitjg 
to  the  parliament  houle. — The  jury 
acquitted  him,  being  fatisfied,  by 

the 
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the  proof  produced,  that  he  is  a 
lunatic .  He  was  tried  in  the  mod 
folemn  manner ;  and  the  attorney 
and  folicitor  general  behaved  on  the 
©ctafion  with  becoming  humanity. 

Great  ricrts  happened  about  this 
time  infeveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  in  confequence  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  members  to  the  new  parlia¬ 
ment.  Colonel  Maffey  being  re¬ 
turned  for  the  county  of  Limerick, 
the  mob  indantly  attacked  him  and 
his  friends,  and  it  was  with  difficul¬ 
ty  they  efcaped  with  their  lives. 
They  afterwards  razed  to  the 
ground  the  houfes  of  many  gen- 
the  men  who  voted  for  him ;  among 
others,  the  beautiful  feat  of  fir  D. 
Burgh,  although  lady  Burgh,  on 
her  knees,  prayed  them  to  fpare  it. 

Mr.  Power,  fon  to  Richard  Pow¬ 
er,  efq.  one  of  the  candidates  for 
the  county  of  Waterford,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  an  election  difpute  with 
captain  Grumbleton  of  the  13th 
regiment  of  dragoons,  went  out  with 
that  gentleman  on  the  4th  indant, 
and  was  fhot  dead  on  the  field, 
n  We  learn  from  New  York,  that 
in  the  reprefentative  houfe  of  the 
united  hates,  the  report  of  the  fe-„ 
cretary  of  the  treafury  was  read  in 
full  affembly ;  when  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  debt  of  the  hates  a- 
mounted,  with  the  intereh  due 
thereon,  to  25,750,0001.  herling; 
the  annual  intereh  to  1,320,075  1. 
which  will  be  provided  for  by  the 
propofed  new  duties  on  fpirits, 
wines,  tea,  coffee,  &c.  The  report 
recommended  an  inland  excife, 
which  it  was  judged  would  fully 
ehablifh  the  national  credit. 

Died,  at  Epfom,  after  a  fhort 
illnefs,  aged  64.,  the  Rev.  Martin 
Madan,  M.  A,  author  of  The- 
lyphthora,”  of  a  late  literal  tranda- 
tion  of  Juvenal  and  Perfius,  and  of 
Teveral  other  publications. 


At. his  apartments  in  the  Britiiii 
iMufeum,  the  Rev.  Charles  Godfrey 
Woide,  D.D.  P.R.  and  A,  SS.  rea¬ 
der  and  chaplain  at  the  Dutch  cha¬ 
pel  in  the  Savoy,  and  Qne  of  the  af- 
hhant  librarians  of  the  Britifh  Mu¬ 
feum  ;  who  publifhed,  in  1 779,  a 
grammar  and  lexichn  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  language,  both  in  quarto,  and. 
in  1786  the  famous  Alexandrian 
New  Teftament,  in  folio. 

At  Norwich,  in  his  64th  year, 
Ph.  Lloyd,  D.D.  25  years  dean  of 
that  cathedral. 

At  Trinity  college,  Oxford,  -  _ 
aged  62,  the  Rev.  Thomas  21  lt* 
Warton,  B.  D.  fenior  fellow  of 
that  college,  Camden’s  reader  of 
antient  hidory,  poet  laureat  (in 
which  he  fucceeded  the  late  Mr. 
Whitehead  in  1785),  and  formerly 
profeffor  of  poetry  in  that  univer- 
iity.  His  focial  qualities  had  long 
endeared  him  to  the  members  of  his 
own  fociety,  among  whom  he  con- 
dantly  refided.  The  brilliancy  of 
his  wit,  the  folidity  of  his  judgment, 
and  the  affability  of  his  temper, 
give  to  all  who  ha'd  the  happinels 
of  his  acquaintance  the  molt  poig¬ 
nant  regret  for  his  irreparable  lois. 
His  literary  productions  have  ren¬ 
dered  him  peculiarly  eminent  as 
an  annotator,  a  biographer,  an  an¬ 
tiquary,  and  a  poet  ;  and  he  may  be 
defervedly  confidered  as  the  orna¬ 
ment,  not  only  of  the  univerffty, 
but  of  the  literary  world  at  large. 
Such,  indeed,  was  the  vigour  of  his 
mind,  the  claffical  purity  of  his 
take,  the  extent  and  the  variety  of  his 
learning,  that  his  memory  will  be 
for  ever  revered  as  a  profound 
fcholar,  and  a  man  of  true  genius. 
Learning  mull,  deplore  him  as  one 
of  her  bed  and  mod  valuable  or¬ 
naments.  The  fame  which  his 
“  Hillory  of  Englidi  Poetry”  has 
obtained  will  remain  an  immortal 

ornament 
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Ornament  of  his  induftry,  the  cor- 
redtnefs  of  his  judgment,  and  the 
penetration  of  his  undemanding ; 
and  whoever  reads  the  odes  which 
loyalty  dictated  at  two  periods  of 
the  year,  will  fhed  a  tear  when  he 
finds  that  the  benevolence  and  phi¬ 
lanthropy  of  the  monarch  are  no 
longer  to  receive  their  merited  pa- 
negyricks  fronvthe  pen  of  a  lover  of 
the  mufes,  who  fcorned  to  flatter,  and 
who  detefted  mercenary  adulation. 

Anthony  Warton,  vicar  of  Go¬ 
daiming,  Surrey, from  1682  to  1715, 
and*  buried  in  the  chancel  there, 
with  a  monument,  was  fon  of  An¬ 
thony,  vicar  of  Breamore,  Hants, 
(yonnger  brother  of  the  family  of 
Michael  W.  efq.  of  Beverley*  but 
originally  of  Warton-hall,  in  the 
county  of  Lane  after)  and,  Was  ad¬ 
mitted  of  Trinity  college,  Oxford, 
afterwards  became  gentleman-com- 
i»o»er  of  Magdalen  college,  where 
he  took  the  degree  of  LL.B.  1673. 
He  Wes'  the  father  of  Thomas  War- 
ton,  B.D.  fellow  of  Magdalen  col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  and  afterwards  pro- 
feftcr  of  poetry  in  that  univerfity, 
ah d  vicar  of  Baftngftoke,  Hants,  and 
of  Cobham,  Surrey,  who,  by  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Richardfen,  redtor  of  Dunsfold,  had 
two  Tons,  John,  the  prefent  able  and 
Worthy  mafter  of  Wincliefter  fchool, 
End  Thomas,  the  fubjedt  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  ohe  daughter,  Jane. 
Thomas  proceeded  M.  A.  1750; 
B.D.  1 767;  was  elected  poetry 
profeftor  oh  the  death  of  Hawkins, 
1756,  which  he  refigned  before 
1 77 1,  when  he  was  elected  F.A.S. 
End  Camdenian  profeffor,  1785,  on 
the  reftgnation  of  Dr.  Scott.  In 
I768  he  was  prefer  ted  to  the  vica¬ 
rage  of  Shalfield,  Wilts;  and,  1782, 
to  the  donative  of  Hill  Tarrance, 
Bomerfet.* 


The  profeflbr’s  writings  are, 

“  A  Companion  to  the  Guide* 
and  a  Guide  to  the  Companion  i 
being  a  complete  fupplement  to  all 
the  accounts  of  Oxford  hitherto 
publifhed,  1760. 

et  The  Triumph  of  Ifis,  1753/* 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Mafon’s  ft  Ifis,  an 
Elegy,  174.8” 

“  The  Life  and  Literary  Re¬ 
mains  of  R.alphBathurft,  M.D.  dean 
of  Wells,  and  prefident  of  Trinity 
college,  Oxford,  1761,”  8vo. 

“  The  life  of  fir  Thomas  Pope, 
founder  of  Trinity  college,  Oxford, 
1772,’’  8vo. 

“  A  Defcription  of  the  city,  col¬ 
lege,  and  cathedral  of  Winchefter,” 
without  date  or  name. 

**  Newmarket,  a  Satire,”  1751. 
4to. 

In  Dodfley’s  colledlion  we  have 
by  him,  vol.  IV.  p.  253,  “  The 
Progrefs  of  Difcontent;”  VI.  258, 
“  A  Panegyrick  on  Ale;”  ibid. 
“  The  Pleasures  of  Melancholy.” 

His  other  poetical  elfufions  were 
all  colledted  together  in  a  fmall  oc¬ 
tavo  volume,  1777.  To  thefe 
lhould  now  be  added  the  odes  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  years  1785,  6,  7,  and  8* 
fince  his  appointment  Mo  the  place 
of  poet  laureat,  1 785.  WThefe  were 
only  the  lighter  produdtions  of  Mr. 
Warton’s  genius.  In  1754,  Ee 
pubiilhed  “  Obfervations  on  the 
Faerie  Queene  of  Spenfer,”  which, 
after  he  was  eledted  profeftor  of 
poetry  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
he  corrected  and  enlarged,  in  2  vols. 
i2mo.  1760.  He  communicated  ma¬ 
ny  excellent  notes  to  the  'variorum 
edition  of  Shakefpeare,  1786.  But 
his  chief  tT eeu'vre  was,  “  The  Hi r- 
tory  of  Englifh  Poetry,  from  the* 
clofe  of  the  eleventh  to  the  com-’ 
mencement  of  the  eighteenth  Cen¬ 
tury.  To  which  are  prefixed.  Two 

Differ  tationsj 
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Diflertations,  on  the  Origin  of  Ro¬ 
mantic  Fittion  in  Europe,  and  on 
the  Introduction  of  Learning  into 
England.” 

Mr.  W.  engaged,  as  might  natu¬ 
rally  be  expected,  in  the  Rowleian 
controverfy ;  and  his  “  Enquiry  into 
the  Authenticity  of  the  Poems  attri¬ 
buted  to  Thomas  Rowley,  1782,” 
carries  conviction  with  every  unpre¬ 
judiced  mind. 

His  iaft  publication  was,  tf  Poems 
on  feveral  Occasions,  Englifh,  JLa- 
tin,  and  Italian,  with  Tranilations, 
by  John  Milton;  with  notes  criti¬ 
cal  and  explanatory,  and  other  il- 
luftrations,  1785,”  870. 

Mr.  Wa rton’s  “  Hiflorv  of  Kid - 
dington  Pariih,”  to  the  reCtery  of 
which  he  was  prefented  in  1771,  by 
the  earl  of  Litchfield,  printed  for 
private  ufe,  1781,  and  afterwards 
made  public,  is  an  admirable  lpeci- 
men  of  parochial  hiftpry,  and  of  his 
general  idea  of  fuch  hiftory,  which 
ierves  but  to  make  us  regret  that 
he  had  not  opportunity  to  execute 
more  of  fuch  a  plan. 

In  the  afternoon  of  May  27  th, 
his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
ante-chapel  of  Trinity  college,  near 
thofe  of  Dr.  Huddesford,  their  late 
preftdent,  with  the  higheft:  acade¬ 
mical  honours.  The  vice  chancel¬ 
lor,  the  heads  of  houfes,  the  profeft 
fors,  and  the  proCtors,  had  previ- 
ouily  requefted  permiftion  of  the 
preftdent  and  fellows,  to  attend  the 
funeral. 

In  digging  Mr.  Warton’s  grave, 
a,t  the  depth  of  about  fix  feet,  were 
found  fome  few  remains  of  a  body, 
which  appeared  to  have  been  inter¬ 
red  with  his  boots  and  other  appa¬ 
rel,  though  they  had  been  evidently^ 
ihclofed  in  a  coftin.  A  girdle- 
buckle,  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
crown-piece,  was  alfo  dug  up ;  and 
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there  were  found  about  the  middle* 
of  the  body  fome  fine  filver  thread,, 
which  might  probably  have  belong¬ 
ed  to  the  fringe  of  the  girdle ;  but 
no  conjectures  can  be  formed  either 
as  to  the  date  or  perl'onage. 


JUNE. 

Yefterday  the  feftions  at  the.  ^ 
Old  Bailey  ended,  when  the  ’ 
following  convicts  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Thomas  Hopkins, 
Richard  Turner,  Elizabeth  After, 
Henry  White,  William  Read,  and 
William  Jenkinfon;  two  were  fen- 
tenced  to  be  tranfported  for  four-* 
teen  years ;  thirty-eight  for  feven 
years;  five  were  lined,  and  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate;  one  in 
Wood-ftreet  Compter;  four  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell ;  ten  to  be 
publickly  whipped ;  and  thirteen 
were  difc’narged  by  proclamation. 
This  being  t;he  king’s  birth 
day,  when  his  majefty  entered 
the  53d  year  of  his  age,  there  was- 
a  very  numerous  and  brillian  t  draw*., 
ing-room  at  $t.  James’s  palace, 

A  duel  was  lately  fought  at  Bruft 
lington,  between  Mr.  Macduff,  cap¬ 
tain’s  clerk  of  the  Racehorfe  floop 
of  war,  and  Mr.  Prince,  midfhip- 
man,  in  which  the  latter  was  ki]lad« 
This  day  the  parliament  , 
was  diftblv§d  by  proclama-  12 
tion. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  , 
two  laft  and  of  the  prefent 
months,  the  ftreets  of  the  metropo¬ 
lis  were  infefted  by  a  villain  of  a 
fpecies  that  has  hitherto  been  non- 
defeript.  It  was  his  praCUce  to  fol¬ 
low  fome  well-d'refled  lady,  whom 
he  found  unaccompanied  by  a  ma% 
and  fometimes  after  uftng  grofs  lan® 
guage,  fometimes,  without  -faying  a 
5  word* 
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word,  to  give  her  a  cut  with  a  (harp 
indrument  he  held  concealed  in  his 
hand,  either  through  her  days  or 
through  her  petticoats  behind. — Se¬ 
veral  ladies  were  attacked  by  him  in 
this  manner,  and  feveral  wounded, 
and  the  wretch  had  always  the  addrefs 
to  elcape  undetected.  At  length, 
on  the  i3thind.  in  the  afternoon, 
as  Mifs  Porter  was  walking  in  the 
park,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Col- 
man,  fhe  faw  a  man  whom  die  in¬ 
formed  Mr.  Colman  was  the  per- 
fon  who  had  aflaulted  her  in  the 
manner  fo  often  mentioned  in  the 
news -papers. 

Mr.  Colman  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  him,  in  order,  if  podible,  to 
find  out  his  place  of  abode  ;  and  in- 
fided  upon  his  going  to  Mifs  Por¬ 
ter’s  houfe,  where  all  the  Mifs  Por¬ 
ters  declared  they  perfectly  well 
recollected  him  to  be  the  perfon 
who  had  afiaulted  them.  He  was' 
confined  in  St.  James’s  watch-houfo 
that  night,  and  yederday  was 
brought  up  to  the  public  odice  in 
Bow-dreet. 

The  four  Mifs  Porters,  Mils  Ann 
Frod,  and  the  two  Mifs  Vaughans, 
fwore  -podtively  to  the  prifoner 
having  afiaulted  them  on  two  dif¬ 
ferent  days,  namely,  the  lord  may¬ 
or’s  day,  and  the  queen’s  birth¬ 
day. 

The  prifoner’s  name  is  Renwick 
Williams;  he  was  originally  edu¬ 
cated  for  a  dancing-mader,  but  has 
for  fome  time  followed  the  bufmefs 
of  artificial  flower-making  ;  he  was 
committed  to  New  Prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  for  further  examination. 
fSee  his  trial  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Chronicle.] 

.1  The  high  bailiff,  conda- 
^  *  bles,  &c.  of  Wedminder, 
proceeded  to  the  hudings  before  the 
portico  of  St.  Paul’s,  Covent  Gar- 
6 


iG  I  ST  E  R,  1790, 

den,  for  the  purpofe  of  commencing 
the  election  of  members  to  ferve  in 
the  enfuing  parliament;  when  the 
right  hon.  lord  Hood,  and  the  right 
hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  foon  ap¬ 
peared,  with  a  numerous  retinue, 
and  were  nominated  as  candidates  ; 
the  former,  by  captain  Berkeley ; 
the  latter,  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. 
And  prefently,  totally  unexpected, 
Mr.  Horne  Tooke  dood  up,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  fhort  fpeech,  nominated  him- 
felf  as  a  candidate  for  their  choice ; 
to  give,  he  laid,  the  electors  of 
Wedminder  an  opportunity  to  alfert 
their  independence,  and  not  to  be 
bartered  away  by  miniderial  in-? 
fluence,  or  the  man  of  tranfeendant 
abilities  ;  pledging  himfelf,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  pay  all  honourable 
expences  attending  the  election. 

Both  the  candidates  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  vindicating  their 
characters  from  any  finider  views, 
and  proteding  to  dand  each  on  his 
own  particular  merit. 

Being  feverally  heard,  about 
twelve  at  noon  the  poll  commenced, 
and  was  not  finally  clofed  till  the 
2d  of  July;  when  the  numbers 
were, 

.  For  Mr.  Fox'  -  3516 

For  Lord  Hood  -  321 7 

For  Mr.  Horne  Tooke  1697 
The  poll  being  declared,  Mr. 
Fox,  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  returned  his 
thanks  to  the  electors  for  their  fup- 
port. 

Capt.  Flood  next  addrelfed  the 
electors ;  and,  for  his  father,  lord 
Hood,  expreded  a  drong  fenfe  of 
gratitude  for  the  return  of  his  lord- 
Ihip  to  reprefent.  them  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  >  ~ 

Mr.  Horne  Tooke  alfo  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  populace  by  a 
very  patriotic  harangue,  in  which 
he  complimented  thofe  worthy  in¬ 
dependent 
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dependent  eleftors,  who  had  gene- 
foufiy  fupported  his  caufe,  the  caufe 
of  the  people,  which  he  fhbUld  ever 
maintain  whilft  he  had  a  fliilline 
left.  h 

The  heat  of  the  weather 
*  was  more  intenfe  than  is  com¬ 
monly  felt  in  the  Well  Indies.  In 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  the  mer¬ 
cury  rofe  to  8o°,  and  was  fucceeded 
in  many  places  by  ftorms  of  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning  that  were  very 
deftru&ive,  particularly  in  its  courle 
to  the  fouth.weftward.  At  Yeovil 
a  man  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
lightning.  At  Up  way,  in  Dorfet- 
fliire,  a  dairy-houfe  was  burned 
down.  And  at  Wincanton,  Frome, 
and  Bradford,  the  florin  was  very 
alarming. 

ti  A  duel  was  fought  be- 
*  tween  capt.  Harvey  Alton 
and  lieut.  Fitzgerald  of  the  60th 
regiment  of  foot.  The  caufe  of  the 
difpute  happened  at  Ranelagh,  but 
fo  long  before  the  challenge,  that 
it  was  imagined  all  idea  of  hoftility 
had  ceafed.  A  -held  belonging  to 
Chalk-lodge  farm,  near  Hampftead, 
was  the  chofen  fpot,  and  break  of 
day  the  time  appointed.  Lord 
Charles  Fitzroy  was  fecond  to  capt. 
Alton;  and  Mr. Wood  was  fecond 
to  lieut.  Fitzgerald.  Ten  yards 
was  the  ground  meafured;  and  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  had  the  firll  fire.  He 
relied  his  piltol  on  his  left  arm,  and 
took  aim  accordingly.  The  ball 
took  a  direction  fo  as  to  glance  on 
Mr.  Alton’s  wrilt,  and  palled  from 
thence  under  his  right  cheek-bone, 
and  through  the  neck.  On  receiv¬ 
ing  this  wound,  capt.  Alton  called 
to  his  antagonilt,  “  Are  you  fatif- 
fied?”  the  anfwer  returned  was, 
“  I  am  fatisfied.”  Mr.  Alton  then 
retired  from  the  ground,  and  was 
affilted  to  his  carriage.  Happily 
Vol.  XXXII. 


the  wound  is  not  likely  to  prove 
mortal. 

Died,  at  Kingfwood  near  Bath, 
dged  1  ox,  Mary  Rofe. 

At  Fintry  Mill,  Edinburgh,  aged 
113,  John  Buchanan.  He  retained 
all  his  faculties. 

At  Dundee,  aged  107,  James 
Peters,  a  travelling  packman. 


JULY. 

In  confequence  of  a  diipute 
which  happened  during  the 
election  at  Guildford,  Mr.  John 
Alcock  (nephew  to  fir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey)  called  upon  Mr.  Sewell;  and 
they  met,  at  feven  o’clock  this 
morning,  in  a  field  behind  Kilburn 
Wells;  the  former  attended  by 
capt.  Burnell,  and  the  latter  by  capt. 
Newgelh.  As  foon  as  they  had 
taken  their  ground,  they  both  fired 
together,  without  effett.  Mr.  Sew¬ 
ell’s  fecond  piftol  went  olf  acci¬ 
dentally,  and  the  ball  lodged  in  his 
pwn  foot.  Mr.  Alcock  then  fired, 
and  his  ball  palled  through  the  fkirt 
of  Mr.  Sewell’s  coat. — The  feconds 
interpofed,  and  the  affair  termi¬ 
nated  to  mutual  fatisfa&ion. 

A  young  whale,  of  the  Greenland 
fpecies,  was  found  this  evening 
among  the  rocks  near  Liverpool. 
It  meafured  18  feet  6  inches  in 
length,  and  10  feet  4  inches  in  cir¬ 
cumference  in  the  largeit  part.  It 
had  been  left  on  fhore  by  the  tide, 
and  was  nearly  dead  when  difco- 
vered. 

6th  ^as  comrnencement  <Uy  at 
Cambridge.  On  the  preced¬ 
ing  evening  his  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Gloucester  arrived  at  Tri¬ 
nity  Lodge  ;  and  the  next  morning 
was  waited  upon  by  the  vice  chan¬ 
cellor,  noblemen,  heads  of  houfes* 
[0]  v  doctors* 
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doCtors,  profeflbrs,  &c.  in  their  re- 
fpeCtive  robes,  who  conduced  him 
to  the  fenate-houfe,  where  his  royal 
highnefs  prince  William  Frederick, 
being  introduced  by  Mr.  Manfel, 
the  public  orator,  was  admitted  to 
the  degree  of  mailer  of  arts. 

The  company  aftembled  upon  the 
occafion  was  exceedingly  numerous : 
among  others  prefent  were  Mr. 
Pitt,  the.  marquis  of  Huntley,  earl 
of  Eullon,  earl  of  Hardwicke,  lord 
George  Thynne,  bifhop  of  Ely, 
mailer  of.  the  rolls,  Sec. 

The  junction  of  the  Birmingham 
and  Coventry  canals  being  corn- 
pleated,  boats  are  preparing  to  pafs 
twice  a  week  between  London  and 
Birmingham.  The  efta.blifhment  of 
water-carriage  between  places  that 
have  fuch  an  extenfive  trade,  muft 
greatly  aflift  the  commercial  interefts 
of  the  kingdom. 

In  a  peat-bog  at  Donnadea,  near 
the  feat  of  fir  Fitzgerald  Aylmer, 
b'art.  was  lately  dilcovered  the  fe- 
pulchre  of  fome  Irifh  chieftain,  at 
the  depth  of  feventeen  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  ground. — In  it 
they  found  a  coffin,  i  o  feet  4  inches 
in  length,  containing  a  fkeleton 
8  feet  z\  in  length,  with  a  fpear 
7  feet  long  by  the  fide  of  it ;  but 
the  handle  mouldered  away,  when 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  touched. 
There  were  beiides  in  the  coffin 
two  {mall  urns  of  brafs,  on  which 
were  engraven  the  figures  of  the 
fun  and  moon,  of  exquifite  work- 
manihip,  though  very  antique.  This 
fepulchre  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
built,  and  the  coffin  depofited  in  it, 
before  the  introduction  of  Chriftia- 
nity  into  Ireland. 

Two  duels  have  lately  been 
fought  near  Dublin;  one  between 
two  lieutenants  of  the  56th  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot;  and  the  other  between 


a  gentleman  of  Rathfarnham  and 
his  attorney.  No  life  was  loft  in 
either ;  but  one  of  the  parties 
in  each  rencontre  was  feverely 

wounded. 

This  day  the  feftions  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey  ended,  when  one  10 
capital  conviCt,  viz.  John  Dyer,  for 
forgery,  received  fentence  of  death, 
At  this  feflion,  John  „Stymack  wa& 
indicted,  upon  the  profecution  of 
his  own  father,  for  felony.— -Adam 
Sty  mack,  the  father,  faid,  his  fon 
had  often  robbed  him,  and  he  felt 
himfelf  under  the  painful  neceffity 
of  bringing  him  before  the  court, 
to  fave  him,  if  he  could,  from  the 
gallows. 

At  this  feflion  was  tried  alfo  Ro¬ 
bert  Jaques,  for  a  mifdemeanor,  in 
having  entered  into  a  confpiracy, 
with  one  Stanley  and  others;  a-> 
gainft  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  pri- 
fon,  by  having  the  laid  Stanley  ar- 
refted  for  a  fictitious  debt  of  800  /. 
and  afterwards  aflifting  him  to  make 
his  efcape.  He  was  convicted  on 
the  cleared  evidence;  and  the  crime 
appeared  fo  heinous,  that  the  judge 
pronounced  fentence  upon  him  with 
peculiar  energy  :  “  Robert  Jaques, 
you  have  been  convicted  of  the 
blacked  crime  that  ever  came  be¬ 
fore  a  court  of  juft  ice  under  the 
denomination  of  a  mifdemeanor.  See. 
Sec.:  therefore  the  fentence  of  the 
court  is.  That  you  be  imprifoned  in 
liis  majefty’s  gaol  of  Newgate  for 
three  years,  and  that,  during  that 
time,  you  do  ftand  in  and  on  the 
pillory  for  one  hour,  between  twelve 
and  three  in  the  day-time,  at  the 
Royal  ^Exchange.” 

This  evening,  two  young  j, 
gentlemen,  having  engaged 
a  boat  at  Vauxhall  to  take  them  to 
London  Bridge;  about  twelve  at 
night,  when  they  entered  the  boat. 
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they  found  another  man  in  it  be- 
fides  the  waterman,  who,  pretend¬ 
ing  only  to  want  to  crofs  the  water, 
was  permitted  to  remain  :  but,  after 
a  ffiort  time,  he,  with  the  affiftance 
of  the  waterman,  dragged  the  young 
gentlemen  affiore,  and  robbed  them 
of  their  watches  and  money. 

22{j  '  The  eleftion  of  a  common 
ferjeant  came  on ;  and  Mr. 
Sylvefter  being  the  only  candidate, 
after  fome  converfation  concerning 
the  duties  of  his  office,  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  during  pleafure .  But 
this  being  thought  inconfi#ent  with 
the  nature  of  his  office,  part  of 
which  is  to  aft  as  a  judge  in  the 
firft  criminal  court  in  the  kingdom, 
it  was  refcinded  next  court-day. 

The  following  cafes  were  lately 
decided  in  the  court  of  king’s- 
'  bench. 

Cafe  i.  Brown  again#  Allen.— 

.  This  aftion  was  brought  to  recover 
&  large  fum  for  the  board,  lodging, 
and  maintenance  of  the  defendant’s 
wife. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  it 
.was  proved,  that  the  defendant’s 
wife  had  lodged  and  boarded  three 
years  in  the  houfe  of  the  plaintiff, 
during  which  time  he  had  provided 
her  with  money  to  buy  clothes ; 
that  ffie  came  to  his  houfe,  as  he 
underftood,  in  confequence  of  the  ill 
treatment  fhe  had  received  from  her 
huffiand,  who  had  forcibly  turned 
her  out  of  doors. 

The  counfel  for  the  defendant 
gave  a  quite  different  account. 
This  cafe,  he  faid,  was  marked  with 
the  greateft  enormity  that  ever  dis¬ 
graced  a  court ;  that  the  defendant’s 
wife,  without  any  caufe,  eloped 
from  his  houfe,  and  deferted  her 
three  infant  children,  and  ever  knee 
ived  in  adultery,  and  had  even  at 
imes  gone  by  the.  plaintiff’s  name. 


If  caufes  like  this  were  fuccefsful, 
the  condition  of  a  huffiand  would 
be  miferable  indeed ;  for  every  in¬ 
continent  wife,  after  deferting  her 
huffiand,  would  call  upon  him  to 
defray  the  expences  of  a  life  of  in¬ 
famy  and  proilitution.  The  plain¬ 
tiff  was  non-fuited.  The  judge  faid, 
the  law  was  clear  on  this  fubjeft. 
If  a  man  turned  his ,  wife  out  of 
doors,  whoever  received  her  into 
his  houfe  might  bring  an  aftion, 
and  recover  the  fum  expended  for 
her  neceffary  maintenance  ;  but  if 
ffie  elopes,  he  is  not  liable  to  any 
debts  ffie  may  contraft. 

Cafe  2.  An  indiftment  preferred 
by  the  relations  of  the  late  earl 
Cowper  again#  Edward  Topham, 
efq.  proprietor  of  “  The  World,” 
for  a  libel,  which  appeared  in  that 
paper  on  the  17th  of  February  la#, 
again#  the  late  earl  Cowper. 

Mr.  Erlkine,  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution,  admitted  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  only  refponfible  in  his 
relative  fituation  as  proprietor  of  the 
paper;  in  which  charafter,  how¬ 
ever,  he  mu#  be  anfwerable  for 
every  thing  inferted  in  it,  even 
though  it  was  without  his  know¬ 
ledge  ;  and,  he  faid,  this  libel  was 
the  more  unjuftifiable,  as  it  flander- 
ed  the  charafter  of  a  perfon  de- 
ceafed,  and  therefore  incapable  of 
protecting  his  own  reputation. 

Mr.  Topham’s  property  in  the 
paper  was  proved  beyond  a  doubt ; 
and  the  charge  fuppofed  to  be  li¬ 
bellous  was  contained  under  the 
title  of  <c  Memoirs  of  Earl  Cow¬ 
per  ;”  in  which  it  was  faid,  that, 
while  at  Venice,  and  in  Italy,  he 
led  a  very  diffipated  life. 

Mr.  Mingay,  counfel  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  obferved,  that,  however 
honourable  the  motives  might  be  of 
the  relations  of  earl  Cowper,  who 

[0  2]  preferred 
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preferred  the  indiftment,  yet  he 
thought  there  ought  to  be  iome 
meafure  to  their  vengeance.  They 
had  firtt  profecuted  the  printer,  who 
had  let  judgment  go  by  default; 
the  author  was  then  ottered  to  them, 
and  yet  they  were  not  fatisfied : 
but  the  defendant,  though  totally 
ignorant  of  the  bufinefs,  mutt  he 
dragged  forward  to  be  made  a  fa~ 
orifice  at  the  immaculate  tomb  of 
earl  Covvper.  The  jury,  after  home 
con  fide  ration,  found  the  defendant 
guilty. 

The  counfel  for  the  defendant 
took  two  exceptions:  1.  That  the 
charge  could  nqt  be  a  libel,  becaufe 
it  defamed  no  one  perfon  living. 
2.  That  the  defendant,  as  proprie¬ 
tor,  could  not  be  anfwerable,  unlefs 
it  was  proved  that  he  knew  of  the 
infertion. 

Pied,  at  his  houfe  in  Argyle- 
S-treet,  after  two  hours  illnefs,  ma¬ 
jor-general.  William  Roy,  deputy 
quarter- matter-general*  colonel  of 
the  30th  regiment  of  foot,  furveyor- 
general  of  the  coatts,  F.R.  and 
A.SS,  He  was  tranfatting  bufinefs 
at  the  war-office  till  eight  o'clock 
the  preceding  evening.  While  co¬ 
lonel  of  artillery,  he  and  his  engi¬ 
neers,  under  colonel  Waffcn,  in  the 
winter  of  1746,  made  an  affiual 
furvey  of  Scotland,  which  goes  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland’s  Map,  on  a  very  large 
fcale,  molt  accurately  pointing  out 
every  the  frnallett  fpot,  with  the 
Roman  camps,  &c.  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  ordnance -office.  He 
reduced  it,  and  engraved  a  few  for 
prefents,  under  the  title  of  “Mappa 
Britannke  Septentrionalis  facies  Ro- 
mana  fecundum  fidem  monumento- 
rum  perveterum  depiffia  ex  Ricardo 
Corinenfi,  monacho  Wettmonafterii, 
omendata,  .&  recentioribus  geome- 


tricis  atq.ue  attronomicis  ©bferva*' 
tionibus  accommodata.  J.  Chee- 
vers,  fc.”  a  fingle  fheet,  18  inches1 
by  23!  ;  drawn  by  colonels  Watfon 
and  Roy,  and  called  the  King’s 
Map.  It  has  many  camps,  a  good 
number  of  Roman  names,  a  few/ 
modern  ones  of  towns,  and  all  the 
rivers  and  hills  properly  laid  down. 
His  experiments  to  obtain  a  rule 
for  meaiuring  heights  with  baro¬ 
meters  may  be  feen  in  the  “  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfadlions,”  vol.  Ixvik; 
his  curious  account  of  the  meafure- 
ment  of  a  bafe  on  Hounflow  Heath, 
in  vol.  Ixxv.  for  which  he  was  com¬ 
plimented  with  the  Copley  medal; 
his  account  of  the  mode  propofed  to 
be  followed  in  determining  the  re¬ 
lative  fituations  of  the  royal  obfer- 
vatories  of  Greenwich  and  Paris, 
in  vol.  Ixxviii.  By  command  of  his 
majerty,  he  had  lately  undertaken, 
and  had  jutt  completed,  a  moll  cu¬ 
rious,  accurate,  and  elaborate  fet  of 
trigonometrical  experiments  and  ob~ 
fervations  to  determine  the  true  and 
exafl  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
two  royal  obfervatories  of  Green¬ 
wich  and  Paris ;  an  account  of 
which,  illuttrated  by  tables  com¬ 
puted  from  actual  meafurements  (to 
take  which,  his  majefty  had  furnilh-  , 
ed  him  with  fome  very  expenlive 
trigonometrical  inttruments),he  had 
drawn  up  and  prefented  to  the  royal 
fociety,  and  was  fuperintending  the 
printing  of  it  in  their  c<  Tranfac- 
tions”  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

At  Edinburgh,  Adam  Smith,  efq. 
LL.D.  and  F.  R.S.  of  London  and 
Edinburgh,  one  of  the  committion- 
ers  of  the  cuftoms  in  Scotland,  and 
formerly  profeffor  of  moral  philo- 
fophy  in  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow, 
which  he  gave  up  to  travel  with  the 
prefent  duke  of  BuccleugK  In 
1 75 9  publiflied  “  The  Theory 
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-of  Moral  Sentiments,”  8vo ;  and 
in  1776,  “  The  Wealth  of  Nations,’’ 
7  vols.  qto.  ,  - 

In  Newgate, the  Rev.  Mr.Withers, 
confined  there  ever  fmce  November 
lad,  for  a  libel  on  Mrs.  Fitzher- 
bert. 


AUGUST. 

An  uncommonly  dreadful  and 
deftrufUve  ftorm  has  fallen,  on  the 
30th  of  July,  at  Monymuck,  the 
feat  of  lir  Archibald  Grant,  and  its 
neighbourhood.  About  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning  the  fky  was  ov  ere  a  ft, 
and  a  thick,  dark  cloud  fettled  to 
the  eaftward.  Some  fiafhes  of  lio-hc- 

o 

rung  foon  appeared,  which  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  dreadful  clap  of  thun¬ 
der,  that  feemed  to  burft  juft  over¬ 
head,  and  then  to  roll  along  for 
fome  minutes  in  a  direction  from 
north  to  fouth.  This  affrighting 
clap  was  lucceeded  by  feveral  o- 
thers,  before  the  clouds  rent,  and 
let  fall  fuch  fhowers  of  ice  and  hail, 
as  no  man  in  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  was  ever  witnefs  to  before. 
The  hail  was  of  the  fize  of  a  mufket- 
ball,  with  an  angular  point  gene¬ 
rally,  and  cut,  or  rather  cruftied, 
every  thing  they  fell  upon.  The 
potatoes,  turneps,  and  greens  of 
every  kind  growing  in  the  gardens, 
were  laid  flat  and  covered  with  its 
weight,  which  in  fome  places  lay 
three  feet  deep.  On  that  day  flr 
Archibald  Grant  filled  his  ice~houf<?; 
though,  what  is  remarkable,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  winter,  he 
was  unable  to  colledl  a  quantity  of 
fnow  fufficient  for  the  purpofe.  It 
is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the  general 
-  confternation  of  the  country  people 
on  this  occaflon.  Some  feared  for 
tlieir  fheep  and  cattle  ;  fome  for 
thcmfclvcs  and  children,  left  they 


fhould  all  be  {mothered  together  in 
the  ruins  of  their  houfes ;  while 
others  trembled,  thinking  the  great 
day  come,  when  all  things  were  to 
be  at  an  end,  and  the  world  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire. 

The  important  event  of  open¬ 
ing  the  Forth  and  Clyde  naviga¬ 
tion  from  fea  to  fea  took  place,  on 
the  28th  of  the  laft  month,  by  the 
failing  of  a  track-barge  from  the 
bafon  of  the  canal  near  Glafgow  to 
the  river  Clyde  at  Bowling  Bay, 
defeending  thereby  150  feet.  In 
the  courfe  of  her  voyage  fhe  p ailed 
along  that  ftupendous  aquedufl  over 
the  Kelvin,  a  new  objedt  to  paffen- 
gers  below,  exhibiting  a  veffel  na-, 
vigating  70  feet  over  their  heads. 

The  following  are  the  fums 

bought  by  the  commlffioners  for  rer 
ducing  the  national  debt. 

Conlol.  3  per  cent.  £.2,509,800 
Reduced  ditto  -  1,540,700 

Old  South  Sea  -  994,900 

N:w  ditto  -  -  725,500 

South  Sea,  1751  -  227,000 

5,997»sioo 

Fiancis  Fonton,  one  of  the 
clerks  in  the  3  per  cent,  bank 
annuity  office  at  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  was  brought  before  William 
Addington,  efq.  at  the  public  office 
in  Bow  Street,  and  underwent  a 
long  examination.  He  was  charged 
on  the  oaths  of  William  Edwards, 
efq.  accomptant  -  general  of  the 
bank,  John  Beard,  and  Robert 
Hands,  for  knowingly  and  wilfully 
uttering,  forging,  and  counterfeit¬ 
ing  the  name  cf  William  Baker,  as 
the  proprietor  of  a  fum  of  550 /.  in 
the  3  per  cent,  annuity,  and  thereby 
transferring  the  faid  fum  of  55 o'L 
and  receiving,  or  endeavouring  to 
receive,  the  fame,  as  his  own  pro¬ 
perty,  with  an  intent  to  cheat  and 
defraud  the  governor  and  company 

£0. 3]  cf 
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of  the  bank  of  England.  The  faft 
being  clearly  proved,  he  was  fully 
committed  to  New  Prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  for  trial,  and  the  parties 
bound  over  to  profecute.  He  has 
been  a  clerk  in  the  bank  near  twenty 
years,  and  bore  the  bed  of  charac¬ 
ters. 

Same  morning,  at  half  pad  feven 
o’clock,  John  Dyer,  for  forgery,  was 
brought  out  of  Newgate,  and,  after 
the  uiual  folemnities,  was  executed 
before  the  debtors  gate  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  purfuant  to  his  fenlence. 
He  was  only  22  years  of  age,  and 
was  brought  up  at  Weftminfter- 
fchool. 

10th  Parliament  met,  and  was 
prorogued  to  the  12th  of 
OTober. 

2g,.^  Mr.  Powell,  the  celebrated 
pedeftrian,  arrived  in  Lon¬ 
don  from  York.  Pie  fet  out  on  the 
22d  from  the  monument  in  London 
to  walk  to  York  and  back  again  in 
five  days  and  eighteen  hours,  which 
is  the  fame  time  he  performed  this 
journey  in  the  year  1773  ;  the 
wager  10  guineas  to  1 3.  On  Mon¬ 
day  night  he  reached  Stamford, 
where  he  fLept ;  on  T uefday  night,  at 
twelve,  he  reached  Doncafter,  and 
arrived  in  York  at  25  minuies  after 
one  on  Wedoefday  noon  ;  fet  out  on 
his  return  a  quarter  after  four  in 
the  afternoon,  reached  Ferrybridge 
that  evening,  pafled  through  Don¬ 
cafter  at  eight  o’clock  on  Thurfday 
morning,  and  arrived  at  Grantham: 
in  the  evening,  where  he  fiept;  at 
five  o’clock  on  Friday  morning  he 
purfued  his  journey,  and  arrived  at 
Bigglefwade  that  evening,  where 
he  alfo  fiept;  fet  out  at  half  paft 
four  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  arrived  at  the  monument  at  ten 
minutes  paft  four  in  the  afternoon 
(being  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes 


GISTER,  1790. 

within  the  time),  amidft  the  Accla¬ 
mations  of  a  \ait  cqncourfe  of  peo¬ 
ple. 

Mr.  Spellard,  for  many  years 
quarter  -  mafter  in  the  16th  (or 
queen’s)  regiment  cj'light dragoons, 
known  by  the  name  of  Burgoyne’s, 
and  who  was  captured  with  that 
general  and  lord  Cornwallis  in 
America,  has  lately  arrived  at  Bof- 
ton  from  Gibraltar;  and  is  an  in- 
ftance  of  the  good  effefts  that  walk¬ 
ing  has  upon  the  health.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  is  confidered  as  one  of  the 
firft  walkers  in  Europe— he  has  late¬ 
ly  walked  through  every  county  in 
England  and  Ireland,  through 
France,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  Barbary  States, 
particularly  from  Tangiers  to  Me- 
quinez  and  Fez  in  Morocco,  and 
through  the  Arabs  country ;  he  has 
alfo  walked  about  790  miles  fince 
he  arrived  in  America. 

Died,  in  Ruffia,  aged  31,  James 
Trevenen,  efq.  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Britifh  navy,  and  a  poft-captain  ip 
the  Ruffian  fervice.  In  the  a&ion 
with  the  Swedifti  fleet  off  Wyburg, 
on  the  4th  of  J  uly,  he  carried  a  com¬ 
modore’s  pendant,  and,  after  hav¬ 
ing  gallantly  diftinguiflied  himfelf, 
was  mortally  wounded  by  the  laft 
fhot  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  died 
on  the  ,  9th.  He  was  a  native  of 
Cornwall,  and  of  a  very  refpe&able 
family  in  that  county.  Pie  received 
his  education  at  the  royal  academy 
of  Portfmouth;  and  in  the  year 
1776  embarked  as  a  midfliipman 
with  capt.  Cook,  on  his  laft  voyage 
to  the  South  Seas.  In  taking, aftro- 
nomical  obfervations,  and  furveying 
the  various  coafts,  he  proved  ari 
able  affiftant  to  that  great  naviga¬ 
tor,  who  juftly  confidered  him  as  a 
young  gentleman  of  ample  promife 
to  do  honour  to  the  fervice  and  to 
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his  country.  On  his  return  from 
that  expedition,  in  1780,  he  was 
promoted  by  the  ear!*'of  Sandwich 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant;  in  which 
capacity  he  failed,  till  the  concluflon 
-of  the  war,  with  capt.  King,  who 
had  the  higheh  efteem  and  friend¬ 
ship  for  him.  Being  impatient  of 
an  inaClive  life,  in  the  year  1787  he 
folicited  employment  of  lord  Howe, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  naval  fer- 
vice  of  this  country,  his  application 
proved  ineffectual.  This  refufal 
induced  him  to  draw  up  a  plan  of 
difcovery,  and  a  propofal  for  open¬ 
ing  an  intercourfe  by  fea  between 
Kamtfchatka  and  japan,  and  the 
northern  parts  of  China  ;  which 
was  laid  before  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  and  fo  well  approved  of  by 
her,  that  fhe  immediately  fent  an. 
officer  exprefs  to  invite  him  over  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  He  arrived 
at  Peterfburgh  the  latter  end  of 
.1787 ;  but  the  war  with  the  Turks 
breaking  out,  put  a  Hop  to  the  in¬ 
tended  expedition,  and  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  accept  the  command 
of  a  lhip  of  the  line.  .In  the  various 
engagements  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  Baltic,  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoililities  between  Ruffia 
and  Sweden,  he  has  borne  a  very 
aCtive  part,  and  has  been  honoured 
with  repeated  marks  of  the  em- 
prefs’s  favour;  and  doubtlefs,  had 
he  lived,  would  foon  have  arrived 
at  the  firft  rank  in  her  fervice.  Pie 
was  a  man  of  ftrong  natural  abili¬ 
ties,  greatly  improved  by  cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  and  poflefled  a  high  fenfe  of 
honour,  and  a  liberal  enlightened 
mind.  To  the  manly  courage,  and 
the  open  generofitv  of  a  Britifh 
failor,  he  united,  in  an  eminent  de¬ 
gree,  the  education  and  the  man¬ 
ners  of  a  gentleman.  To  thofe  who 
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had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  him, 
his  death  is  deeply  diftreflmg ;  and 
to  his  country  the  lofs  of  fo  accom- 
plifhed  an  officer  will  not  eafily  be 
repaired. 

At  his  head -quarters  in  , 
Moravia,  of  a  fever,  in  con-  18 
fequence  of  an  operation  he  under¬ 
went  for  an  obftruCtion  in  the  ure¬ 
thra,  Field-marfhal  Laudohn,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Auftriati 
forces.  His  impatience  under  the 
medical  applications,  the  impetuous 
ardour  of  his  character,  and  the 
knowledge,  above  all,  of  his  im¬ 
portance  in  the  war,  contributed  to 
irritate  his  mind,  and  promote  the 
violence  of  the  fever.  He  refilled 
the  application  of  cataplafms,  before 
and  after  the  incifions  were  made, 
with  a  fatal  obliinacy,  which  railed 
the  inflammation  to  fuch  an  height, 
that  he  expired  under  the  acceffion 

of  the  fever.- - He  was  born  in 

1716;  was  a  native  of  Livonia ; 
and  defcended  from  a  Scottiili  fa¬ 
mily. 

J 


SEPTEMBER. 

r  We  have  at  length  had, 
r,  J  m  the  perlon  of  Prince 
k'cP  •  I#  Poninlki,  Grand  Trea- 
furer  cf  the  Crown,  a  ftriking  in-, 
ftance  of  the  inllability  of  fortune, 
or  more  properly  fpeaking,  of  the 
certain  retribution  which  fooner  or 
later  awaits  thofe  who  build  their 
own  greatnefs  at  the  expence  of  the 
reputation  of  their  country.  It  is 
unneceffary  to  recount  either  the  un- 
limited  power  he  poflefled  at  the 
famous  Diet  of  Delegation,  of  which 
he  was  Marfhall,  and  of  the  Divi- 
flon  of  Poland,  or  the  criminal  pro- 
cefs  inftituted  againft  him,  afte  -  an 
interval  of  flxteen  years,  for  having 
[0  4]  at 
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at  the  above  period  betrayed  (owing 
to  perfonal  views)  the  deareft  in- 
terefts  of  the  date.  The  bufmefs, 
it  was  thought,  would  by  degrees 
have  died  away,  but  was  on  a  hid¬ 
den  refumed  again  ;  and  on  the  re- 
fumption  of  it  at  the  feffion  of  the 
Diet  of  the  10th  ult.  very  ftrong  de¬ 
bates  took  place.  The  Grand  Trea- 
furer,  forefeeing  the  refult  of  them, 
refolved  to  avoid  the  confequences 
of  it  by  a  fecond  flight ;  and  though 
releafed  for  the  firft  offence  on  his 
parole,  he  fecretly  quitted  Warfaw 
on  Sunday  the  29th  of  lafl  month, 
but  -was  met  on  the  road  by  the  fame 
Captain  who  guarded  him  the  firft 
time  he  made  his  efcape,  and  who 
was  near  paying  fo  very  dear  for 
it.  This  officer  met  him  fifteen 
leagues  from  this  place,  feized  him, 
and  brought  him  back  to  Warfaw. 

O 

This  day  the  delinquent  was  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Diet, 
which  was  aflembled  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  lafl:,  from  the.  morning 
till  late  at  night.  The  fentence, 
which  was  read  to  him,  declares  him 
e:  a  traitor  to  his  country ”  of  courfe 
divefted  of  his  nobility,  dignities, 
fun&ions,  and  employments ;  con¬ 
demns  him  to  be  ft  ripped  of  the  or¬ 
ders  with  which  he  has  been  decor 
rate  ;  that  he  fhall  quit  Warfaw 
within  twenty-four,  hours,  and  the 
country  within  four  weeks ;  after 
which,  any  Judge  or  Jurifdidtion, 
who  finds  him  on  the  territory  of 
the  Republic  may  arreft  him,  and 
punifh  him  with  death.  Prince  Po- 
ninfki,  who  heard  the  judgment 
pronounced  at  the  bar  of  the  tribu¬ 
nal,  muft  further  fubmit  to  the  de¬ 
grading  mortification  of  a  (lifting  at 
its  publication  before  all  the  people 
aflembled  on  the  fquare  before  the 
Town-hall,  where  the  infignia  of 
the  orders  with  which  he  has  been 


decorated  are  to  be,  torn  from  him* 
and  from  whence  he  is  afterwards 
to  be  conduced  through  the  princi¬ 
pal  ftreets,  accompanied  by  a  cri¬ 
er,  who  is  to  proclaim,  “  Such  is 
the  fate  of  traitors  to  their  country.  ” 
However,  the  punifhment  of  the 
culprit  will  be  perfonal,  and  will 
not  aftedt  his  confort,  children,  bro¬ 
thers,  or  any  of  his  family  or  pof, 
terity. 

At  the  Old  Bailey,  Barring-  , 
ton  was  put  to  the  bar,  indidt-  1  7 
ed  for  dealing  a  gold  watch,  the 
property  of  H.  H.  Townfend,  efq, 
at  Enfield  races.  He  was  very 
genteelly  drafted.  He  challenged 
one  of  the  jury,  a  Mr.  Mift,  pe¬ 
remptorily,  which  was  allowed. 
Mr.  Townfend  gave  a  very  clear 
and  deciftve  evidence  of  his  loiing 
the  watch  from  his  waiftcoat  pocket 
—that  as  he  was  leading  his  horfe 

O 

to  the  pcft,  fome  perfon  pulhed  by 
him  in  a  violent  manner,  twice. 
That  on  being  (hewn  him,  by  a 
Mr.  Blades,  as  Barrington,  he  re¬ 
cognized  him  as  the  perfon  who 
had  pufhed  by  him,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  fecured  and  carried  him  to  a 
booth.  Plere  it  was  proved  by  fe- 
veral  witnefles  that  Barringtor^ 
dr:  pt  a  watch  behind  him,  which 
was  taken  up  immediately,  and 
proved  to  be  Mr.  Townfend’s.  Some 
of  the  witnefles  faw  the  watch  kill¬ 
ing  from  him,  and  were  pofitive  it 
could  come  from  no  other  quarter. 

Before  he  pleaded  in  his  defence, 
he  requefted  to  be  heard ;  which 
being  granted,  he  addrefled  the 
court  as  follows : 

“  My  lords ! .  At  the  time  of 
my  apprehenfion  I  had  in  my  pocket 
a  filk  purfe,  containing  twenty-two 
guineas  and  filver.  This  property 
was  forcibly  taken  from  me,  and 
although  I  have  applied  to  have  it 

returned/ 
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returned,  it  is  Hill  .detained;  under 
what  pretext,  I  am  totally  at  a  lofs 
to  know.  Perhaps  1  fihare,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  other  miferable  men'  in 
my  fituation,  this  hardlhip,  I  had 
alrnofl  [aid  cruelty  ;  became,  to  de¬ 
prive  prisoners  of  their  property,  is 
tantamount  to  withholding  the  means 
of  their  defence,  and  the  chance  of 
proving  their  innocence.  I  am  ad- 
vifed,  my  lord,  that  fuch  proceed¬ 
ings  are  illegal,  and  diredtly  con¬ 
trary  to  a  pofitive  a£t  of  parliament 
(nth  Henry  VII).  I  therefore 
leave  it  to  your  lordfhips,  who,  I 
am  convinced,  will  give  fuch  direc¬ 
tions  as  are  confident  with  facred 
law  and  ftridl  juftice,” 

The  judges  ordered  the  money  to 
be  returned;  which  was  according¬ 
ly  done,  in  open  court. 

Being  now  called  upon  for  his 
defence,  he  faid,  (t  I  am  placed  in 
a  very  diftreling  fituation ;  if  1  am 
iilent,  it  may  lead  to  an  opinion  of 
my  guilt ;  if  I  fpeak  too  boldly,  it 
may  occafion  the  jury  to  diftrufl 
any  thing  which  1  may  advance ; 
on  either  fide  1  am  likely  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  fome  danger.  I  hope, 
however,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  adverting  only  to  the  prefent 
affair,  will  indulge  me  with  fome  fa¬ 
vour,  and  credit  that  which  wears 
the  femblanceof  truth. 

'  “  The  evidence  adduced  again# 
me  is,  in  many  parts,  defective 
and  inconfiftent ;  and  that  of  Mary 
Danby  I  am  inclined  to  think  ra¬ 
ther  unfair,  as  it  never  was  heard  of 
until  this  day.  When  Mr.  Town- 
fen  d  came  up  to  me  at  Enfield 
races,  he  faid  my  name  was  Bar¬ 
rington,  and  that  I  had  robbed  him 
of  his  watch.  I  anfwered  him,  that 
in  the  firft  he  was  right,  but  that  as 
|o  the  robbery  he  was  perfe&ly 
Wrong.  I  was  then,  amid#  a  great 

v  .*  j  v  'r.  •  • 


tumult,  conveyed  to  the  booth; 
and  a  very  great  misfortune  it  is 
for  me  that  you  have  not  feen  that 
booth,  and  might  thereby  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  judge  how  probable  it  is 
that  another  perfon  might  drop  the 
watch  over  the  rails. 

“  I  was  handing  clofe  to  the  rails 
when  the  watch  was  claimed,  and 
am  forry  that  this  material  part 
fhculd  be  varied  by  the  evidence. 
—The  coachman  faid  before  juftice 
Hubbard,  that  he  did  not  fee  it  fall, 
and  the  probability  that  he  would 
have  called  cut  if  he  had,  tended 
very  much  to  invalidate  his  evi¬ 
dence.  fie  was  afked  before  Mr, 
Hubbard,  whether  he  could  fwear 
to  the  watch ;  and  although  he  at 
that  time  declined  it,  yet  he  now 
comes  forward,  and  poiltively  af¬ 
firms  what  he  had  before  doubted. 

“  From  Mr.  Townfend’s  fitua¬ 
tion,  who  was  anxious,  amid  a 
crowd,  to  carefs  a  winning  horfe,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  in  the 
fqueezing  his  watch  might  either 
have  tumbled  out  of  his  pocket,  or 
might  have  been  taken  by  fome 
perfon,  who,  feeling  for  my  fitua¬ 
tion  when  forcibly  detained  in  the 
booth,  might  have  thrown  it  at  my 
feet,  to  fave  an  innocent  man. 

“  I  am  fenfible  that  common  re¬ 
port  has  injured  my  character,  and 
it  may  well  be  expefled  that  the 
afTertions  in  newfpapers  have  confi- 
derably  hurt  my  reputation  for  in¬ 
tegrity  :  of  this  I  am  confcious  that 
many  now  prefent  are  convinced; 
but  I  can,  however,  trufl  my  fate 
to  the  noble  nature  of  a  Britifh 
court.  Life  is  the  gift  of  God — • 
liberty  the  greatefl  bleffing ;  and 
they  cannot  re#  more  fecure  than  in 
the  bread:  of  an  Englifh  jury,  who 
delight  not  in  blood,  but  whofe  only 
failing  is— Humanity. 

«  It 


SI 8]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790 


“  It  isiprobably  expeCted  that  I 
Ihall  make  an  appeal  to  the  paflions 
—and  if  I  can  be  thought  with  juftice 
to  appeal  to  them,  I  will  think  my- 
fe If  fortunate ;  for  to  the  paflions 
we  owe  benevolence,  the  bed  of 
virtues. 

“  I  am  now  juft  thirty-two  years 
of  age,  and  from  the  enjoyments  of 
my  paft  life  I  am  not  very  impa¬ 
tient  about  the  other  thirty-two 
years  which  I  may  reasonably  fup- 
pofe  to  come:— the  uncertainty  of 
human  happinefs  I  have  often  re¬ 
marked,  and  have  always  confide  red 
a  tranquil  heart  as  the  greateft 
bleffing :  —  the  thought  of  death 
may  appal  the  rich,  but  it  is  not  fo 
hideous  in  my  eyes,  who  have  been 
continually  involved  in  mifery. 

“  I  have  an  affectionate  compa¬ 
nion,  and  an  infant  offspring,  whofe 
countenances  have  cheered  me 
through  all  my  misfortunes :  my 
good  name  is  loft  in  this  land ;  but 
ihould  I  be  fo  happy  as  to  over¬ 
come  the  prefent  accufation,  I  will 
retire  to  fome  far  diftant  land, 
where  Simplicity  of  manners  will  not 
renderme  a  fubjeCt  of  fufpicion,  and 
rather  ftarve  upon  the  pavement 
than  be  brought  into  this  predica¬ 
ment  again. 

“  If  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury 
think  me  innocent  of  the  prefent 
accufation,  I  pledge  myfelf  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  recover  my  loft  charac¬ 
ter  ;  and  I  hope,  that  by  my  con- 
dud  my  future  life  will  as  largely 
deferve  applaufe,  as  my  paft  has 
been  fubjed  to  cenfure  and  fufpi- 
cion” 

Baron  Eyre  then  proceeded  (no 
evidence  whatever  being  offered  on 
behalf  of  the  prifoner)  to  recapi¬ 
tulate  the  evidence,  which  he  did 
with  the  utmoft  precifion  and  im¬ 
partiality  ;  and  the  jury,  with  little 


or  no  hesitation;  brought  in  the!? 

yerdiCl — Guilty! 

The  lord, chief  Baron  then  ad-r 
dreffed  Barrington  in  a  manner  that 
refleded  the  higheft  honour  upon 
him.  He  obferved  to  him,  that 
during  the  whole  of  his  trial  he  had 
behaved  to  him  with  the  fame  im¬ 
partiality  as  if  he  had  never  before 
feen  him  at  that  bar.  The  event, 
however,  being  over,  and  there  be¬ 
ing  no  danger  of  prejudicing  him 
in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  heard 
him,  he  could  not  help  reminding 
him  that,  he  had  juft  efcaped,  by  the 
lenity  of  his  profecutor,  that  fate 
which  the  offended  laws  of  his  coun¬ 
try  had  richly  demanded.  He  was 
forry  to  fee  talents  fuch  as  he  pof- 
felfed  fo  bafely  and  fo  fhamefully 
proftituted ;  and  he  could  not  help 
exprefting  his  fears,  that  from  the 
many  ineffectual  warnings  he  had 
had,  both  in  his  own  perfon,  and  a 
thoufand  other  inftances,  he  would, 
notwithftanding,  perftlt  in  his  evil 
courfes,  till  he  ftiould  meet  with  a 
fhameful  and  ignominious  termina¬ 
tion  of  his  exiftence. 

Barrington  bowed,  and  retired. 

On  the  22d,  upon  receiving  hi? 
fentence,  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  court  to  the  following  fpeech : 

“My  Lord, 

“  I  have  much  to  fay  in  extenua¬ 
tion  of  the  crime  for  which  I  Hand 
convicted;  but,  upon  confideration, 
I  will  not  arrelt  the  attention  of  the 
court  too  long.  Among!!  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  vicilfitudes  incident  to  hu¬ 
man  nature,  it  is  the  peculiar  and 
unfortunate  lot  of  fome  perfons  tQ 
have  their  beft  willies  and  moft 
earnefc  endeavours  to'  deferve  the 
good  opinion  of  fociety  entirely  fruf- 
trated;  whatever  they  fay  or  do, 
every  aCtion  and  its  motive  is  mif- 
interpreted  and  twilled  from  the 

real 
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real  intention.  That  this  has  been 
my  fate,  does  not  ftand  in  need  of 
any  confirmation.  Every  effort  to 
deferve  well  of  mankind,  that  my 
heart  bore  witnefs  to  its  reftitude, 
has  been  conflantiy-  thwarted,  and 
rendered  abortive.  Many  of  the 
circumftances  of  my  life  have  there¬ 
fore  happened  in  fpite  of  myfelf. 

“  The  world  has  given  me  credit 
for  abilities,  indeed  much  more  than 
I  deferved:  but  I  have  found  no 
kind  hand  to  foder  thofe  abilities. 

I  might  afk.  Where  was  the  gene¬ 
rous  and  powerful  hand  that  was 
ffretched  forth  to  refcue  George 
Barrington  from  infamy  ?  In  an. 
age  like  this,  which  in  many  refpefts 
is  fo  juftly  famed  for  liberal  fenti- 
ments,  it  was  my  hard  lot  that  no 
noble-minded  gentleman  ftepped 
forward  and  faid,  “  You  are  pof- 
<<  feffed  of  abilities  which  may  be 
“  ufeful  to  fociety.  I  feel  for  your 

fituation,  and  as  long  as  you  aft 
“  the  part  of  a  good  citizen  I  will 
fc  be  your  proteftor;  you  will  then 
“  have  time  and  opportunity  to  ref- 
“  cue  yourfelf  from  the  obloquy  of 
f  your  former  conduft.”  Alas ! 
my  lord  !  George  Barrington  had 
never  the  fupreme  felicity  of  having 
fuch  comfort  adminidered  to  his 
wounded  fpirit. 

“  As  it  is,  the  die  is  call,  and  I 
bend  to  my  fate  without  one  mur¬ 
mur  or  complaint.” 

On  the  20th  inff.  another  duel 
was  fought  at  Margate,  between 
Mr.  Stephens,  a  young  gentleman 
of  twenty  years  of  age,  only  fur- 
viving  fon  cf  Philip  Stephens,  efq. 
pf  the  Admiralty;  and  Mr.  Ander- 
jfon,  an  attorney.  The  parties  met 
at  Kingsgate,  and,  after  exchang¬ 
ing  (hots  without  effeft,  the  feconds 
jnterpofed.  Mr.  Stephens  infilled 
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on  an  apology.  Mr.  Anderfon  faid, 
he  could  not  apologize  for  words  he 
had  never  ufed.  They  again  took 
their  ground,  and,  firing  together, 
Mr.  Anderfon’s  ball  entered  the 
head  of  Mr.  Stephens,  and  killed 
him  on  the  fpot.  Mr.  Anderfon 
was  apprehended;  and,  as  the  of¬ 
fence  was  committed  within  the  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  he 
will,  by  a  law  peculiar  to  that  port, 
be  immediately  tried,  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  affizes.  The  coroner’s 
inqueil  have  brought  it  in  “  Man-? 

“  daughter.” 

Being  Michaelmas- day,  a  , 
Common  Hall  was  convened  29tl1* 
at  Guildhall,  as  ufual,.  for  the  choice 
of  a  Lord  Mayor  for  the  year  enfu- 
ing;  when  alderman  John  Boydell 
was  chofen  without  opposition. 

Died,  10th.  at  his  apartments 
in  Greenwich  hofpital,  iincerely 
regretted  by  all  who  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  his  acquaintance,  Capt.  John 
Gore,  one  of  the  captains  of  Green¬ 
wich  hofpital,  a  mod  experienced 
feaman,  and  an  honour  to  his  pro- 
feffion.  He  had  failed  four  times 
round  the  world;  id,  with  Comm.' 
Byron;  zdly,  with  Capt.  Wallace; 
and  the  two  lad  times  with  Capt. 
James  Cook. 

At  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
York,  aged  105,  Mrs.  Todd. 

Near  Havant,  Hants,  aged  102 
years,  6  months,  and  8  days,  Mr. 
John  Coomer. 

At  Imley  hall,  the  feat  of  lord 
Dudley  and  Ward,  Charles  Norris, 
Muf.  Bac.  whofe  name  will  hold  a 
refpeftable  rank  in  the  annals  of 
Englifh  mufic,  while  his  mild  vir¬ 
tues  and  inoffenfive  difpofition  will 
be  remembered  with  regret  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

David  Rofs,  Efq;  late  patentee " 

of 
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of  the  theatre- royal -at  Edinburgh, 
and  well  known  over  the  three  king¬ 
doms  for  his  merit  as  an  aCtor. 


OCTOBER. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from 
Samuel  Burt,  the  perfon convicted  of 
forgery,  but  pardoned  on  condition 
of  going  to  New  South  Wales;  dated 
from  on  board  the  Scarborough 
tranfport,  Falfe  Bay,  which  contains 
the  following  account : 

“  On  the  1 2th  of  February,  our 
fhip  having  feparated  from  the  Sur¬ 
prize  tranfport,  the  Neptune  being 
a  great  way  a -head,  and  the  fea  per¬ 
fectly  calm,  the  convicts  began  to 
vvhifper  from  one  to  the  other  their 
mutinous  intentions;  the  plot  being- 
communicated  to  myfelf,  I  readily 
agreed  to  the.fcheme,  affenting  to 
every  propofal  of  plunder  and  mur¬ 
der,  until  fuch  time  as  I  became 
completely  maker  of  the  confpiracy, 
and  the  ringleaders  of  it.  1  then 
apprifed  the  captain  of  the  fhip,  and 
the  militarv  officers,  of  the  danger 
they  were  likely  to  encounter;  and 
fo  thoroughly  did  my  information 
prepare  them  for  the  bufmefs,  that 
with  little  or  no  trouble  the  ring¬ 
leaders  were  fecured,  and  the  fcheme 
entirely  fruflrated.  The  particulars 
being  enquired  into,  they  made  fuch 
cpnfeffions  that  human  nature  would 
almofl:  fhudder  at  the  thoughts  of. 
Several  of  them  have  been  flogged 
with  the  greatefi:  feverity,  and  others 
of  more  dangerous  defci  iption  are 
at  this  time  chained  to  the  deck, 
and  it  is  fuppofed  will  be  tried  and 
executed  immediately  on  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  New  South  Wales.” 

The  circumllances  of  Burt’s  cafe 
were  rather  remarkable.  Being  re¬ 


jected  by  a  woman  whom  he  vviflied 
to  marry,  he  committed  a  forgery, 
and  immediately  afterwards  furren- 
dered  himfelf  at  Bow-ftreet,  for  the 
purpofe  of  getting  hanged.  Being 
confkiered  as  an  objeCt  of  compaf- 
fion,  he  was  offered  his  majefty’s 
moil  gracious  pardon,  which  he 
twice  or  thrice  refufed.  The  lady 
at  length  confented  to  marry  him, 
and  he  then  became  as  folicitous  to 
live,  as  he  had  before  been  anxious 
for  death:  but,  during  her  repeated 
vifits  to  him  in  Newgate,  fhe  caught 
the  gaol  fever,  and  died. 

Macleod,  the  Scotchman, 
aged  102,  walked  ten  miles  on 
the  Hammer fmith  road,  for  a  wager 
of  ioo  guineas.  Two  hours  and  a 
half  was  the  time  given,  but  he  co¬ 
vered  the  ground  in  two  hours  and 
twenty-three  minutes. 

A  Spaniard,  calling  himfelf  Jofe 
Seyiink,  was  apprehended  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  by  two  boatmen,  on  fuipicion 
of  being  a  fpy.  He  was  carried  be¬ 
fore  admiral  Greaves,  who  fent  him 
to  the  mayor  of  that  town  for  exa¬ 
mination. — -His  papers  being  in- 
fpe&ed,  it  appeared  he  came  from- 
London  on  the  iftof  OClober,  and 
went  to  Oxford,  Bath,  Briflol,  and 
Exeter,  and  from  thence  to  Ply¬ 
mouth,  and  vviflied  to  go  to  Fal¬ 
mouth.  He  was  anxious  to  know 
how  many  Ihips  were  there,  vviflied 
to  view  the  dock,  magazine,  &c. 
He  feems  an  intelligent,  fenfible 
man,  and  had  many  flirewd  remarks 
on  the  government  and  police  of 
Great  Britain  in  his  journal,  which' 
was  written  in  French. 

Jofe  Seyiink,  the  Spaniard,  , 
underwent  another  examina-  10  1* 
tion — but  nothing  material  came  out 
againil  him.  He  lays  he  came  hither 
to  view  the  arfenal,  fleet,  citadel,; 
x  ma- 
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magazines,  &c.  as  he  had  at  Portf-  krong  beams  were  fnlvered  in  pieces, 
mouth.  Pie  faid  he  was  une  Citcyen  ,  and  thrown  every  where  around  to 


du  Monde ;  that  his  pafiport  was 
Far  gent  (fhewing  fome  filver),  and 
that  his  companions  were  his  books. 
On  being  quekioned  why  he  came 
by  way  of  Oxford,  &c.  he  faid  to 
fee  the  country,  and  that  he  came 
here  to  goto  Falmouth  to  embark 
for  Liihon — faid  he  knew  none  of 
his  own  nation  in  London — that  he 
vvifhed  not  to  be  recognized  by 
them,  and  that  he  was  a  man  of 
no  note  in  his  own  country. 

He  had  a  good  map  of  the  coak 
with  him  :  but  perfided  that  he  had 
no  other  objedi  than  curiofity — to 
gratify  his  wilh  to  know  the  man¬ 
ners  and  cudoms  of  England. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  he 
was  averfe  to  write  to  the  Spanifh 
ambaffador  in  London,  which  cc- 
cafions  a  conjedlure  that  he  is  not  a 
Spaniard,  but  a  Frenchman. 

On  Tuefday  the  12th  ink,  the 
eople  of  Hartford  and  its  neigh- 
ourhood  were  terribly  alarmed  by 
the  blowing-up  of  the  powder-mills 
within  a  fhort  mile  of  that  town. 

No  certain  account  can  be  given 
of  the  manner  by  which  the  fatal 
fpark  was  communicated  to  the  gun¬ 
powder  in  the  corning-houfe,  which 
was  the  fird  building  that  blew  up. 
No  work  was  carrying  on  in  that 
place  at  the  time  the  fatal  accident 
happened:  it  is  therefore  fuppofed 
that  fome  eledtric  fire  had  entered 
the  building,  and  ignited  the  loofe 
gunpowder.  From  hence  the  explo¬ 
sion  igdantly  communicated  itfelf to 
the  doves,  to  five  powder-mills,  and 
to  a  clofe  magazine  containing  25 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  which  from 
their  confined  date,  fpread  dreadful 
devadation  around.  The  doves, 
corning-houfe  and  magazines,  were 
indantiy  levelled  with  the  earth;  the 


a  conhderable  didance;  and  broken 
bricks,  tiles,  and  pieces  of  wood* 
fhowered  ruin  on  the  neighbouring 
fields. 

The  doors  of  a  magazine  which 
dands  at  a  fmall  didance  from  the 
works,  to  the  S.W.  up  the  river, 
and  which  contains  near  200  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  were  forced  open  by 
the  exploiion;  but  the  wind  blowing 
with  great  violence  from  that  quar¬ 
ter,  providentially  prevented  the 
flalh  from  reaching  it :  for  had  it 
communicated  with  this  lad,  the 
whole  town  of  Hartford  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  laid  in  ruins. 

Six  men  were  dedroyed  in  the 
dreadful  havock,mod  of  whom  have 
left  wives  and  families  behind  them. 
The  foreman  of  the  works  has  left  a 
wife  and  feven  children. 

A  caufe  came  on  in  the  file-  « 
riff’s  court  at  Guildhall,  in21 
which  John  Wilkes,  efq.  as  chamber- 
lain  of  the  city  of  London,  was  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  John  Pardoe,efq.  defendant. 
The  adlion  was  brought  to  recover 
the  fum  of  600L  being  the  penalty 
which  is  ordained  by  a  bye-law  of  the 
court  of  Common  Council,  to  be 
paid  for  declining  to  ferve  the  office 
of  Iheriff  of  London,  to  which  office 
the  defendant  had  been  eledted  in 
the  year  1783;  but  refufed  to  ferve, 
on  the  ground  of  his  being  incapa¬ 
citated.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  Par- 
doe,  when  he  was  chofen  fherlff.  Was 
fixty-nine  years  of  age,  in  an  infirm 
hate  of  health,  and  totally  unfit  to 
ferve  the  office  offheriffi.  The  jury, 
which  was  fpecial,  gave  a  verdidt  for 
the  defendant. 

Canterbury ,  Od?.  28.  Yefierday 
morning,  at  ten  o’clock,  Mr.  Faker 
Powell,  the  celebrated  pedehrian,  fet 
off  from  the  Talbot  iar,  in  this  city, 
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,to  walk  to  St.  George’s  church, 
Southwark,  and  back  again,  which 
lie  had  engaged  to  perform  in  24 
hours,  for  a  wager  of  60  guineas. 
At  ten  o’clock  this  morning  he 
reached  Canterbury  within  two 
miles,  and  confequenily  loft  his 
wager.  His  failure  was  occafioned 
by  miftaking  the  road  through 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  go¬ 
ing  round  by  Greenwich,  where  he 
fell  down  feveral  times.  He  was 
brought  the  remainder  of  the  way 
in  a  carriage,  very  much  exhaufted. 

1  On  Monday  laft,  two  troops 
3°  l'  of  the  Oxford  blues,  from  Pe¬ 
terborough,  marched  into  Notting¬ 
ham,  intimation  having  been  given 
of  an  intended  riot  among  the  frame¬ 
work  knitters  there. 

On  Tuefday  an  outrageous  mob 
collected,  and  proceeded  to  fucli  ads 
of  violence,  that  the  military  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  firing  upon 
them;  by  which  many  were  wound¬ 
ed,  and  upwards  of  forty  of  the  riot¬ 
ers  were  feized  and  fent  to  prifon. 

The  difturbance  had  not  fubfided 
on  Wednefday,  on  which  day  one 
of  the  officers  was  much  hurt  by 
feme  glafs  bottles  thrown  at  him. 

Intelligence  is  arrived  that  Mr., 
M‘Kendrie,  who  undertook,  between 
two  and  three  years  ago,  to  pene¬ 
trate  from  Montreal  to  the  ocean, 
has  performed  his  enterprize.  He 
took  a  courfe  north-weftvvard  from 
Montreal,  and  he  reached  the  ocean, 
according  to  his  obfervation,  about 
the  69th  degree  of  northern  latitude. 
In  his  track  he  found  the  country 
very  unpromifing.  for  trade,  and  very 
uninviting  otherways. 

-j  This  day  is  made  memora- 
3  *  ble  in  the  annals  ofLondon,  by 

the  tral  of  two  incendiaries  (the  moil 
dangerous  let  of  villains  that  ever 
entered  into  combination  for  the  de- 


vaftation  of  a  great  and  popijlou 
city),  namely  Edward  Lowe,  an< 
William  Jobbins;  the  firft  in  the  231 
year  of  his  age;  the  other  only  ij 
his  19th  year.  Thfefe  mifereants 
in  concert  with  James  Flindall,  a! 
old  offender,  and  Ca  therine  the  wifi 
of  Lowe,  conceived  the  horrid  de. 
fign  of  fetting  fire  to  the  houfes  o; 
their  opulent  neighbours,  not  fron 
malice  to  their  perfons,  or  any  diflike 
of  their  charadlers,  but  merely  foi 
the  fake  of  plunder. 

Fortunately,  they  were  dete&ed 
while  they  were  yet  but  young  in 
this  villainy.  Had  they  lived  to 
become  proficients,  it  is  -not  eafy  to 
fay  to  what  an  extent  of  devaftation 
they  might  have  carried  their  mif* 
chievous  machinations.  At  their 
outlet,  it  appeared  upon  this  trial, 
that  they  had  deftroyed  property  to 
the  value  of  forty  thoufand  pounds , 
though  all  the  plunder  they  had  been'’ 
able  to  realize,  at  the  rifque  of  their  * 
lives,  did  not  exceed  half  fo  many 
pence. 
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Flindall,  being  afked  by  the  pri- 
foners’  counfel  how  he  had  main¬ 
tained  himfelf  before  this  affair  hap-  I 
pened,  made  anfwer,  with  aftonifh- 
ing  affurance  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  court,  by  robbery  and  thieving. 
This  fellow  being  further  afked,  by 
the  fame  counfel.  Did  you  not  fear 
that  the  plan  of  burning  houfes 
might  be  fatal  to  the  lives  of  many 
people  ?  plainly  fhewed  by  his  an¬ 
fwer,  that  it  was  the  very  principle 
he  went  upon,  that,  when  men  were 
waked  from  their  fleep  with  their 
houfes  on  fire,  they  would  have  lit¬ 
tle  concern  about  their  property,  j 
while  under  the  terror  of  periffiing  I 
in  the  flames;  fo  that  the  incendia¬ 
ries  might  enrich  themfelves  with  . 
the  plunder  before  the  owners  had 
recovered  their  confternation. 

Died,  i 
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Died,  at  Bourn,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  aged  102,  James  Quan- 
bo  rough. 

At  Battyready,  near  Rofs,  Ire¬ 
land,  aged  107,  William  Butler. 

At  the  Hague,  in  the  84th  year 
of  his  age,  and  60th  of  his  minidry, 
Henry  Fagel,  greffier  to  the  States 
General.  He  is  fucceeded  in  his 
office  by  his  grand fon. 

,  h^Ir.  John  Edwin,  the  Comedian. 


NOVEMBER. 

Advices  have  been  received  at 
Madrid,  that  the  city  of  Oran,  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  has  been  almoft 
entirely  demolifhed  by  a  violent 
earthquake  ;  that  twenty  fucceffive 
fhocks  were  felt  at  fhort  intervals. 
The  whole  city  is  deftroyed,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  inhabitants  and  of 
the  garrifon  are  buried  under  the 
ruins.  Almoft  all  the  forts  which 
cover  that  place  and  its  diftriCt  are 
open  or  deftroyed,  fo  as  not  to  be  in 
a  fituation  to  reftft  an  attack.  The 
interior  part  of  the  garrifon  is  in 
ruins  in  many  places,  and  the  con- 
ftderable  number  of  people,  who 
Were  wounded  and  not  actually 
killed  by  this  difafter,  remained 
without  aftiftance. 

Accounts  have  alfo  been  received 
from  Carthagena,of  a  fire  which  hap¬ 
pened  a  fhort  time  ago  in  that  dock¬ 
yard,  and  which,  befides  doing  other 
damage,  has  entirely  confumed  a 
new  fliip  of  the  line. 

,  A  violent  ftorm  blew  from 
^  *  the  fouth-weft.  Among  the 
many  accidents  by  falls  of  chimnies 
in  the  metropolis,  the  moft  remarka¬ 
ble  happened  at  the  houfe  of  J.  An- 
gerftein,  efq.  in  Pall-Mall.  A  ftack 
in  the  center  of  the  houfe  broke 


through  the  roof,  and  carried  before 
it  the  floors  of  all  the  ftories,  leaving 
the  hall  open  to  the  roof.  Mrs* 
Angerftein,  who  was  at  breakfaft  in 
her  dreffmg-room,  was  left  behind 
on  the  remains  of  its  floor,  with  her 
maid:  the  men-fervants  had  juft  be¬ 
fore  quitted  the  hall. 

At  Serjeant’s-inn-hall,  ele¬ 
ven  of  the  Judges  confulted 
upon  the  cafe  refervedat  the  Old- Bai¬ 
ley  feftion,  refpedting  the  indictment 
againft  Renwick  Williams,  the  fup- 
pofed  Monjler. 

The  queilions  were,  firft.  Whether 
his  having  an  intention  to  cut  the 
perfon  of  Mifs  Porter,  and  in  carry¬ 
ing  that  intention  into  execution, 
cutting  the  garments  of  that  lady, 
is  an  offence,  within  the  ftatute  of 
6  Geo.  I.  c.  23.  f.  11;  on  which  he 
was  convicted;  the  jury  giving  in 
their  verdiCt,  found,  that  in  cutting 
her  perfon  he  had  thereby  an  in¬ 
tention  to  cut  her  garments  ?  Se¬ 
condly,  Whether  the  ftatute  being 
in  the  conjunctive,  “  That  if  any 
perfon  fhall  aftault  another  with  an 
intent  to  cut  the  garment  of  fuch 
perfon,  and  fhall  cut  the  garment  of 
fuch  perfon,  then  the  offender  fhall 
be  guilty  of  felony  and  the  in¬ 
dictment,'  in  ftating  the  intention, 
not  having  connected  it  with  the  aCt, 
by  inferting  the  words  that  he  “  then 
and  there”  did  cut  her  garment, 
could  be  fupported  in  point  of 
form  ? 

Nine  of  the  eleven  judges  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  offence,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  finding  of  the  jury,  was 
not  within  the  ftatute,  and  that  the 
indictment  was  bad  in  point  of  form. 
This  determination  declares,  the 
offence  to  be  only  a  mifdemeanor, 
for  which,  in  all  probability,  Wil¬ 
liams  will  be  indicted  at  the  next 
feffions  atHicks’s-hall, 

iStL  The 


I 


224]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  179(5. 


o  1  The  Recorder  of  London 
1  *  made  his  report  of  the  convids 

in  Newgate,  at  the  two  lad  feffions, 
when  Edward  Lowe  and  William 
Jobbins,  the  two  incendiaries,  were 
ordered  for  execution  in  Alderfgate- 
dreet,  which  has  fmce  taken  place, 
over-againft  the  ruins  of  Mr.  Gild¬ 
ing’s  houfe.  At  the  fame  time  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  ordered  for  execution, 
at  the  ufual  place,  viz.  Francis  Fon- 
ton,  and  Thomas  Tyler,  for  forge¬ 
ries;  and  James  Royer,  James 
Smith,  and  Edward  Ivory,  for  coun- 
tefeiting  die  current  coin  of  the 
kingdom;  thefe  have  likewife  been 
executed.  But  William  Slaughter, 
James  Sullivan,  William  Burbridge, 
and  Thomas  Durkin,  for  burglaries, 
were  ordered  for  tranfportation ;  as 
was  Thomas  Brown,  for  privately 
dealing.  Jane  Norton,  for  fhoplift- 
ing,  was  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  for 
twelve  months.  And  Jofeph  Biggs, 
George  Storey,  and  ThomasDunken, 
for  breaking  a  houfe  with  intent  to 
rob,  were  refpited  during  pleafure. 

£  A  very  fevere  dorm  of  thun¬ 
der,  lightning,  and  rain,  came 
on  at  London,  but  nothing  like  that 

•  O 

which  took  place  in  the  foutkern 
parts  of  Hampfhire  and  Wilts.  The 
Elephant,  of  74  guns,  was  druck  in 
Portfmouth  harbour,  in  a  manner 
fcarcely  to  be  defcribed.  The  light¬ 
ning  feerned  drd  to  have  druck  the 
heel  of  the  main  top-mad,  and  from 
thence  to  have  del'cended  d'own  the 
body  of  the  mad,  which,  though  a 
dick  of  immenfe  dze,  is  fhivered  to 
fplinters.  The  iron  hoops  that  fur- 
rounded  it,  and  the  woldings,  were 
every  one  broke  in  fmall  pieces,  and 
parts  thereof  driven  to  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  fhip,  both  fore  and  aft; 
the.fulphureous  fmell,  when  the  fliip 
was  drd  druck,  was  fo  very  power¬ 
ful,  that  it  was  difficult  the  people 


below  could  breathe.  This  eaufed  ali 
alarm  that  the  (hip  was  on  fire,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  dread¬ 
ful  on  board  a  man-of-war.  In  this 
fearful  moment  of  fufpence,  an  im¬ 
menfe  fliower  of  the  larged  hail  ever 
feen,  added  to  the  terrors  of  the 
night.  But  the  greated  part  of  the 
officers  and  crew  being  in  bed  (it 
being  near  eleven  o’clock  at  night) 
or  under  cover,  the  direful  effeds 
that  might  have  been  expeded  from 
this  difader  were  hardly  felt  by 
many  on  board. 

Was  folemnly  argued  and 
determined,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  a  quedion  of  cond- 
derable  importance  to  the  mercan¬ 
tile  world.  It  came  before  the  court 
upon  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  in  a 
caufe,  in  which  a  Mr.  Mead  was 
plaintiff,  and  Meff.  Young  and  Co. 
defendants.  The  adion  was  brought 
againd  the  defendants,  and  the  ac¬ 
ceptors  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  under  the 
followingcircumdances.  The  bill  was 
drawn  by  a  Mr.  Chridian,  who  is  red- 
dent  at  Dunkirk,  and  dated  from  that 
place.  It  was  fent  to  the  defend¬ 
ants,  who  live  in  London,  and  made 
payable  to  a  Mr.  Henry  Davis. 
The  defendants,  knowing  it  to  be  a 
bill  of  their  correfpondent,  accord¬ 
ingly  accepted  it.  The  bill  after¬ 
wards  furreptitioudy  got  into  the 
hands  of  another  Henry  Davis,  who 
fraudulently  put  his  name  on  the 
back,  and  carried  it  to  the  plaintiff, 
who,  Ending  the  acceptors  were  men 
of  refpondbility,  gave  him  the  value 
of  it,  not  entertaining  the  lead 
doubt  but  that  he  was  the  fame  Hen¬ 
ry  Davis  to  whom  it  was  payable. 

After  hearing  the  counfel  on  both 
ddes,  lord  Kenyon  faid,  he  was  then 
of  the  fame  opinion  as  he  entertain¬ 
ed  when  he  directed  the  jury  to  dnd 
a  verdid  for  the  plaintiff,  upon  the 

trial. 
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trial*.  His  lordfhip  conceived  that, 
no  fraud  having  been  imputed  to 
the  plaintiff,  there  was  no  legal 
grodnd  to  preclude,  him  from  the 
right  of  recovering  upon  this  bill ; 
and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  any 
man  took  a  bill  payable  to  a  certain 
name,  and  it  is  indorfed  by  the  per- 
fon  of  that  name,  fucn  indorfement 
was  a  legal  transfer,  although  it 
might  afterwards  turn  out  that  the 
indorier  was  not  the  fame  perfon  to 
whom  it  was  made  payable.  Unlefs 
this  do&rine  were  admitted,  an  in- 
fuperable  clog  would  be  introduced 
to  the  negociation  of  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  which  muft  deflroy  the 
whole  of  that  fpecies  of  paper 
credit. 

juflices  Afhurfl,Buller,  and  Grofe, 
totally  differed  from  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice,  and  lhated  their  reafons  with 
great  deference  in  oppofition  to  fo 
'high  an  authority.  All  thefe  learned 
judges  laid,  that  the  indorfement  of 
the  bill  in  queflion  was  unqueftion- 
ably  a  capital  forgery,  and  that  no 
legal  right  could  be  derived  under 
forgery  or  fraud.  It  were  better 
that  a  clog  fhould  be  put  to  bills  of 
exchange,  than  they  ihould  be  ne- 
gociated  by  means  of  forgery ;  but 
they  conceived  that  no  inconveni¬ 
ence  to  trade  would  accrue  to  mer¬ 
cantile  tranfa&ions  by  depriving  the 
plaintiff. 

Salijhury,  Nq-v.  27.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  city  were  vifited  laft 
Sunday  evening  with  a  very  tre¬ 
mendous  ftorm  of  lightning  and 
thunder,  accompanied  with  a  very 
heavy  fall  of  rain.  The  high  im¬ 
pending  clouds  were  fo  highly 
charged  with  the*  efe&nc  matter, 
that  the  lightning,  which  was  unufu- 
ally  vivid  and  flrong,  appeared  to 
roll  along  the  ground  like  a  body  of 
liquid  fire,  and  its  frequent  flafhes 
J  Vol,  XXXII. 


were  fo  inftantanepufly  fuccee'ded 
by  fuch’  terrible  bunts  of  thunder, 
that  many  perfons  were  exceedingly 
alarmed,  and  almoft  every  houfe  felt 
an  inilantaneous  fhockfrom  its  pow¬ 
erful  effefts. "  At  the  Three  Swans 
inn  a  flack  of  chimnies  was  thrown 
down  with  great  violence,  and  much 
damage  was  done  to  two  rooms 
within  the  houfe,  the  windows  of 
which  were  broken,  and  much  of 
the  furniture  deflroyed.  By  ac¬ 
counts  from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  we  learn,  that  this  florm, 
which  began  at  Portfmouth,  con¬ 
tinued  from  Saturday  noon,  the  2  ifl, 
to  Monday  night,  and  that  its  eiv 
fefls  were  equally  awful  and  de- 
ftiu&ive  in  many  places. 

It  has  been  laid  down  as  a  ^  ] 

law  in  the  court  of  King’s  30'jl‘ 
Bench  this  term,  that  a  wager,  in 
icfelf  legal,  is  not  recoverable  if  laid 
on  an  illegal  objedl;  for  inflance,  no 
winnings  can  be  recovered  On  the 
event  of  a  boxing-match,  becaufe 
the  objefl  of  a  bet  in  the  cafe  is  a 
breach  of  the  peace  ;  and  fo  it  will 
operate  with  a  wager  laid  on  a 
horfe-race,  provided  the  fum  raced 
for  is  below  what  the  a£l  of  parlia¬ 
ment  flipulates. 

It  has  likewife  been  laid  down  as 
law  this  term,  that  the  keeper  of  a 
livery- liable  cannot  detain  a  horfe 
for  his  keep,  though  an  inn-keeper 
can.  The  livery-ilable  keeper  is 
fuppofed  to  know  the  perfon  from 
whom  he  receives  a  horfe,  and  ’  to 
make  a  bargain  for  his  keep ;  but 
an  inn-keeper  is  from  necefuty 
obliged  to  receive  all  that  come; 
and  without  fucli  a  remedy,  he 
would  be  fubjeft  to  many  irnpoif* 
tions,  which’the  prudent  livery-ih- 
ble-keeper  may  avoid  if  he  pleal’es; 
at  jeall  fo  fays  Lord  Kenyon. 

Tied,  The' Rev.  Michael  Lort, 

[P]  D.JX 
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p.D.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  A.  S.  well 
known  to  the  literati  of  this  and 
bther  countries,  as  a  man  of  learn¬ 
ing,  and  a  collector  of  curious  and 
valuable  books. 

At  Vagg  farm  (near  Yeovil,  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet),  which  he 
had  rented  60  years,  Thomas  Beer, 
aged  ioi. 

Hannah  Wilkinfon,  aged  108. 

In  Jamaica,  aged  100,  Mrs.  E. 
Gibbon,  a  native  of  Port  Royal. 

At  Maryport,  Cumberland,  aged 
107,  Jofeph  Peale. 

At  Aberdeen,  aged  105,  Ann 
Bannerman. 

At  Crumlin,  Ireland,  agfcd  100, 
Mrs.  Mary  Tench. 

At  Afhely,  LanCafhire,  aged  102 
years  1  £  months,  Ifaac  Hyde. 

Mr.  Kendal,  the  celebrated  con- 
ftru&or'of  time-keepers. 


DECEMBER. 

The  wrecked  veffels  on  the 
French  and  Flemifh  coalts  ex¬ 
hibit  at  this  time  too  many  melan¬ 
choly  effects  of  the  late  hurricane. 
No  lefs  than  twenty-five  fail  of 
veffels  were  loft  between  Holland 
and  Cherbourg;  and  more  than 
400  bodies  have  been  picked  up  on 
the  fands  between  Oftend  and  Bou¬ 
logne. 

j  On  Friday  Jaft  lord  vifeount 
*  ’  Falkland  attended  the  court 
©f  king’s  bench,  to  receive  his  feiv 
tence,  for  an  affault  on  Mr.  Henry 
Seymour,  an  ironmonger  at  Maiden¬ 
head.  Mr.  juftice  Afhhurft  obferved 
to  his  lordfhip,  that  the  law,  much 
to  its  honour,  regarded  the  meaneft 
fubjedts  as  much  as  thofe  of  the 
higheft  rank,  and  that  no  elevation 
«ould  place  a  man  beyond  the  reach 
sf  juftice.  He  then  fentenced  the 
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right  hon.  lord  to  pay  a  -fine| 
of  20/. 

Francis  Fonton  and  Thomas  Q  , 
Tyler,  for  forgery  ;  James 
Royer,  James  Smith,  and  Edward 
Ivory,  for  coining ;  were  executed 
in  the  Old  Bailey,  purfuant  to  their 
fentences. 

At  ten  o’clock  this  morning  the 
feftion  at  the  Old  Bailey  was  open¬ 
ed  by  the  lord  mayor,  judges  Buller 
and  Afhhurft,  and  the  aldermen 
Newnham  and  Newman. 

Renwick  Williams  was  put  to  the 
bar. 

Judge  Afhhurft  fpoke  nearly  to 
the  following  purport : 

Prifoner,  You  have  been  capitally 
indidted  upon  the  ftatute  of  the  6th 
of  Geo.  1.  for  that  you  did  on  the 
1 8th  of  January  laft,  in  the  parilh 
of  St.  James’s,  wilfully  and  mali- 
cioufly  affault  Ann  Porter,  and  that 
you  did,  with  force  and  arms,  tear, 
fpoil,  cut,  and  deface  her  garment, 
namely,  a  filk  gown,  and  other  ap¬ 
parel  ;  and  the  jury  have  found  you 
guilty;  but  your  counfel  have  ar- 
refted  the  judgment  upon  two 
grounds ;  firji ,  to  the  form  of  the  in- 
didlment;  fecondly ,  to  the  applica¬ 
bility  of  the  adt  of  parliament  to 
your  particular  offence.  A  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  judges  have,  after  fo- 
lemn  confideration,  determined  that 
both  the  objedlions  in  arreft  of 
judgment  are  well  founded.  The 
objedtion  to  the  words  of  the  in- 
didment,  that  you  did  then  and 
there  make  an  affault,  and  cut  and 
tear  Ann  Porter’s  garment,  being 
ftated  to  be  done  both  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  is  bad  in  law,  for  the 
affault  might  be  made  at  one  time 
and  place,  and  the  cutting  and  tear¬ 
ing  at  another.  In  framing  indidl- 
ments  upon  ad>s  of  parliament  which 
aftedt  life,  the  law  requires  that  the 

utmoft 
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tmoft  precision  fliould  be  obferved. 
vith  refpeft  to  the  leeond  objec- 
Lon,  namely,  that  your  crime  is  not 
dthm  the  intent  of  the  aft,  it  is 
onfidered  that  the  aft  is  made  for 
.  particular  purpofe,  that  of  wan- 
only  cutting,  tearing,  &c.  for  the 
nere  fake  of  mifchief,  and  not  with 
ny  previous  malicious  intention, 
slow  an  affault,  cutting,  &c.  mud 
tave  fuch  a  premeditated  intention, 
md  therefore  the  indiftment  is  not 
vithin  the  purview  of  the  aft.  But 
ilthough  the  lenity  of  the  law  has 
o  far  judged  favourably  of  your 
:afe,  yet  God  forbid  that  the  com- 
non  law  of  the  land  fhould  not 
•each  fuch  an  enormity  as  you  have 
committed,  and  that  you  fhould  not 
>e  punifhed  for  your  temerity  :  you 
me  therefore  to  be  remanded,  to 
take  your  trial  for  the  mifdemeanour 
it  common  law.” 

,  Renwick  Williams  was 
11 3*  *  Brought  from  Newgate  to  the 
feflions  houfe  on  Clerkenwell  Green, 
and  put  on  his  trial. 

Mr.  Pigott  opened  on  behalf  of 
the  crown,  and  told  the  jury  that 
the  indiftment  was  for  an  ajjauit  and 
battery  only. 

The  evidence  of  Mifs  Ann  Por¬ 
ter  and  her  filler  was  then  given. 
It  was  in  fubdance  the  fame  as  that 
delivered  on  the  former  trial.  All  the 
other  evidence  was  in  the  fame  date. 

At  half  pad  one  next  morning 
the  caufe  ended  and  the  jury,  after 
confultiqg  ten  minutes,  found  him 
Guilty. 

He  wasconvifted  on  two  other  in- 
diftments,  and  has  been  fentenced 
to  fix  years  imprifonment, 

i  A  chapter  of  the  mod  noble 
4  ’  order  of  the  garter  was  held 
after  the  levee  broke  up,  at  which 
were  prefent  the  king,  prince  of 
Wales,  dukes  of  York  and  Gloucef- 
, ter, and  marquis  of  Stafford,  when,  his 


ferene  hip-hnefs  the  duke  of  Saxe 

o 

Gotha,  his  grace  the  duke  of  Leeds, 
and  the  earl  of  Chatham,  were  chofen 
to  fill-  up  the  vacant  dalls.  The 
duke  of  Leeds  and  earl  Chatham 
were  feverally  introduced,  and,  af¬ 
ter  being  knighted,  were  inveded 
with  the  blue  ribbon,  with  the  ufuai 
ceremonies. 

Sunday  morning  lad  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Banbury  were  alarmed  by 
the  fudden  falling  in  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  aide  of  the  church,  for  the  tak¬ 
ing  down  and  rebuilding  of  which 
■an  aft  had  paffed  in  the  lad  par¬ 
liament.  Providentially  feveral  per- 
fons  had  juft  left  church  ;  and  had 
it  not  fallen,  it  was  intended  that 
the  workmen  fhould  have  begun 
taking  it  down  on  the  morrow,  in 
which  cafe  many  lives  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  lod.  The  cralh 
was  heard  near  two  miles  from  the 
fpot.  On  the  "following  day  the 
tower  likewife  fell. 

The  adjourned  fedion  at  g  , 
the  Old  Bailey  ended,  when 
35  men  and  4  women,  capitally 
eonvifted,  received  his-  majedy’s 
pardon  on  condition  of  beimg  tranf- 
ported  during  their  iiatufal  lives ; 
three  were  pardoned  on  condition  of 
being  tranfported  for  14  years ;  and 
two  for  7  years.  Mary  Talbot  reftifed 
to  accept  his  majedy’s  pardon.  She 
laid  her  returh  from  tranfportatioa 
was  on  account  of  three  dear  infants, 
and  that  as  fhe  could  not  take 
them  with  her,  die  had  rather  die. 
The  recorder  pointed  out  the  dread¬ 
ful  precipice  on  which  die  llood ;  as  it 
was  mod  likely,  when  her  refufal  was 
reported  to  his  majefty,  die  would 
be  ordered  for  execution.  She  dill 
perfided,  and  was  taken  from  the 
bar  in  drong  convulfions.  Tjie  be¬ 
haviour  of  fome  of  the  convifts  upon 
the  above  occadon  was  extremely 
riotous,  infolent,  and  noify,  . 

2]  20th. 
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20th  At  ^over’  tke  indidment 
preferred  again  ft  Mr.  An- 
derfon,  for  killing  Mr.  Stephens, 

.  in  a  duel  at  Margate,  was  returned 
by  the  grand  jury,  Not  found. 

2  j  £  Lieut.  King,  of  his  majefty’s 
navy,  arrived  vefterday  from 
Harwich  at  the  admiralty,  with 
difpatches  from  Governor  Phillip, 
dated  at  Sydney  Cove,  the  13th  of 
.April  laft.  The  colony  had  very 
.niuch  extended  its  agriculture,  and 
.in  particular  the  fpots  laid  out  for 
garden  ground;  but  the  produce 
had  been  rather  fcanty.  Very  to¬ 
lerable  harmony  had  been  pre- 
ferved  among  the  fettlers. 

Dublin ,  Dec.  22.  It  is  with  a 
very  fenfible  concern  we  are  ob¬ 
liged  to  announce  to  our  readers  the 
.lofs  of  the  Charlemont  packet. 
This  vefiel  failed  on  Wednefday, 
.and  had  reached  the  bay  of  Dublin, 
.when  flie  was  driven  back  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  gale  of  wind ;  not  long  after  a 
large  Weft  Indiaman  went  to  the 
bottom  with  her  crew  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  that  harbour.  On  Friday 
the  weather  became  favourable, 
and  the  captain  again  proceeded  to 
lea,  having,  during  this  interval, 
increafed  his  pafiengers  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  about  120.  He  again  had 
nearly  made  the  port  of  Dublin, 
when  a  fecond  time  he  was  forced  to 
put  back.  By  this  time  the  unea- 
hnefs  of  .the  people  became  general, 
and  the  cabin  pafiengers  were' very 
importunate  with  the  mafter  to 
,  land  them  at  Holyhead,  although 
he  declared  himfelf  imperfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  eoaft,  and  ex¬ 
horted  them  to  relinquifti  their  in¬ 
tentions.  His  mate,  however,  con¬ 
fident  of  his  own  intimate  know- 
Ldge,  iucceeded  in  carrying  the 
favourite  point  of  the  pafiengers, 
and  they  accordingly  fleered^  thi¬ 


ther  ;  the  cohfequences  were  fata 
the  mate,  deceived  by  fome  light:; 
miftook  his  courfe ;  the  vefiel  ftruc 
on  one  of  the  rocks  which,  fkart  th 
Welch  coaft,  foon  after  went  v 
pieces,  and  fixteen  perfons  onl 
efcaped.  the  mercilefs  element. 

Among  thofe  providentially  fav 
ed  is  the  hon.  capt.  Jones,  fon  t< 
lord  Ranelagh,  who,  when  the  vei 
fel  ftrnck,  fprang  from  her  on  th; 
rock,  ai]d  received  no  injury 
through  the  intrepidity  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  at  an  imminent  hazarc 
to  himfelf,  a  perfon  belonging  tc 
Mr.  Aftley’s  company  was  refcuec 
from  a  moft  perilous  Situation,  be¬ 
ing  caught  by  capt.  Jones  on  the 
return  of  the  wave  which  walhed 
him  from  the  fame  rock,  on  which 
he  had  alfo  leaped  from  the  packet. 

About  twelve  ladies  were  on 
board,  fome  of  whom,  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  afliftance,  and  under,  the 
horrors  of  death  impending ‘over 
them  in  fo  terrible  a  form,  clung 
round  the  fteward  of  the  Ihip,  Who, 
thus  prevented,  from  the  poflibility 
of  making  any  efforts  for  his  v  own 
refervaticn,  perifhed  in  their  em- 
races. — Among  other  pafiengers 
were  two  Romifh  clergymen,  one  of 
whom  efcaped.  The  captain,  by 
afeending  the  fhrouds,  was  landed 
in  a  place  of  fafety  on  the  heeling 
of  the  vefiel ;  and  the  mate  has  alfo 
efcaped,  but,  we  are  informed,  is 
imprifoned,  for  fome  negligence  of 
information,  fatal,  as  is  faid,  to 
many  who  might  have  been  .faved 
on  an  earlier  knowledge  of  the  ftate 
of  the  vefiel. 

The  circumftances  of  thofe  who 
furvived  this  dreadful  event  (every 
article  but  what  remained  on  their 
backs  being  loft)  were  considerably 
alleviated  by  the  generous  and  hu¬ 
mane.  attention  of  capt.  Jones,  whqfe 
:  .  ..  .  bounty 
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untv  and  benevolence  Were  as 
nfpicuous  in  the  hour  of  didrefs, 
his  fortitude  was  apparent  in  the 
iment  of  danger. 

.  Between  four  and  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  a 
fient  dorm  blew  from  the  fouth- 
:ft,  attended  with  fucccffive  flafhcs 
lightning,  and  continued  rolls 
loud  thunder,  fucceeded  by  heavy 
Dwers  of  hail  and  rain.  Part  of 
e  copper  roofing  of  the  new 
me  buildings  in  LincolnVinn  was 
3vvn  over  the  Six  Clerks’  office 
to  Chancery-lane,  and  fome  part 
it  over  the  roofs  of  the  op- 
ifite  houfes  in  the  lane,  into  a 
.rd,  and  part  paffed  through  a  gar- 
t  window  of  one  of  thole  houfes, 
habited  by  Mr.  White;  fo  that 
muftyhave  been  railed  near  a 
indred  feet  into  the  air:  Thir- 
en  trees  were  blown  down  in 
incoln’s-inn  gardens.  A  maid- 
rvant  of  counfellor  Graham’s  was 
lied  in  her  bed,  by  the  falling 
a  Hack  of  chimnies,  at  his  cham¬ 
ps  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Lincoln’s- 
n  New-fquare :  his  man-fervant 
rtunately  efcaped,  by  quitting  his 
on  the  firft  alarm.  Several  trees 
ere  blown  down  in  Moorfields. 
Many  houfes  were  unroofed,  and 
hers  fuffered  confiderably. 

The  high  piles  of  wood  in  mod:  of 
e  timber-yards  round  the  metro- 
)lis  were  blown  down. 

At  Wakhamftow,  a  large  barn, 
veral  flacks  of  chimnies,  and  fe- 
?ral  trees  were  blown  down. 

At  Windfor*  the  dorm  was  very 
teadful;  the  fentinels  on  guard 
pon  the  terrace  defcribe  the  air  to 
ave  been  fo  luminous,  that  they 
3uld  for  a  minute  fee  at  very, 
reatdiftances;  and  inftantly  after  it 
ec&me  dark  in  the  extreme,  with  * 


fin  ell  rcfemblino;  the  frefli  diicharge 

O  O 

of  cannon.  • 

The  drivers  on  the  road  from  Sa¬ 
il  lb  ury,  and  the  palTengers,  corro¬ 
borate  the  tedimony,  that  the  light¬ 
ning  was  rather  like  a  ltream  of 
fluid  from  a  glafis-houfe  furnace; 
and  the  horfes  were  fo  generally  1 
terrified*  that  with  difficulty  they 
got  on. 

At  Purfleet  and  Erith,  which  are 
on  the  oppontc  Tides  of  the  river,  a 
few  miles  above  Gravefend,  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  in  one  continued 
alarm  the  greater  part  of  the  night, 
for  fear  of  the  gunpowder  maga¬ 
zine  taking  fire  by  the  continued 
lightning.  - '  • 

At  Harrow-on-the-Hill  and  St. 
Alban’s,  both  elevated  iituations, 
the  electrical  fnock  was  very  fenii-  ‘ 
bly  felt,  but  no  mifehief  done; 
though  at  the  latter  the  fire  was 1 
feen  to  play  through  and  about  the 
abbey  ileeple  in  a  lingular  manner. 

As  a  proof  that  tne  fiorm  was 
as  wide  and  extenfive  as  awefully 
dreadful,  at  Springfield  near  Col- 
chelter,  the  hail-dones  were  very 
heavy,  the  lightning  continual,  afid, 
with  the  thunder,  refembled  thebe- 
fieging  of  a  fortrefs  by  the  mod 
formidable  enemy. 

t 

At  the  Nore,  a  floop,  that  call 
anchor  during  the  temped,  had  her 
fails  torn  from  the  mads,  but  no¬ 
body  hurt.  7 

The  deeple  of  Beckenham  church 
in  Kent,  a  fpire  bqilt  of  fhingles, 
was  fired,  and  a  part  dedroyed. 

The  fhingles  of  the  fpire  of  Hor- 
lham  church,  in  Sufiex,  were  fet  on 
fire,  but  were  extinguished  by  the 
rain. 

A  hovel  belonging  to  Mr.  Grant, 
of  Towcefler,  was  blown  down  by 
the  violence  of  the  wind,  by  which 
[P  3}-  .  •  accident*- 
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accident,  four  cows  that  were  under  feveral  parts  were  torn  up  by  thi 
it  at  the  time  were  killed.  A  barn  roots ;  and  in  one  place  a  cottage 
at  Blifvvorth  was  likewife  blown  w'aa  blown  down,  by 'which  a  man 
down.  Trees  were  blown  up  by  his  wife,  and  four  boys,  were  killei 
the  roots,  the  thatch  dripped  off  cot-  in  their  beds.  In  another  place  th 
tages,  and  many  chimnies  blown  wind  quite  unroofed,  the  houfe  of 
down,  in  different  parts  of  the  gentleman,  and  blew  the  bell,  &c 
country.  which  flood  on  his  coach-houfe,  fe 

A  very  large  elm  tree,  by  the  ffde  veral  yards,  fluttered  the  gable  en 
of  the  road  about  a  mile  from  Brent-  of  the  ftables,  in  which  were  fix  fin 
wood,  was  jlruck  down  by  the  light-  coach-horles  and  five  hunters  :  the 
ning,  about  two  yards  from  the  bot-  all,  however,  efcaped  unhurt,  excej 
tom,  and  fell  acrofs  the  read,  about  two  hunters  that  wrere  in  the  ftal. 
Eve  yards  before  the  leaders  of  the  neareft  the  weft  end*  one  of  which  w* 
Ipfwich  mail  coach.  All  the  horfes  killed  on  the  fpot,  fhe  other  maime 
turned  round,  fnapped  the  pole,  fo  much,  that  it  was  neceftary  t 
overfet  the  coach,  and  tore  the  har-  fhoot  it  immediately.  A  very  fin 
nefs  to  pieces.  By  the  conftrudlion  large  hot-houfe,  built  the  laft  furr 
of  the  mail  coach,  the  paflengers  mer,  was  alfo  entirely  levelled  wit 
efcaped  unhurt;  but  the  guard  re-  the  ground;  and  the  gardener,  wh 
ceived  a  bruife  in  his  leg.  lived  clofe  to  it,  fuffered  very  mud 

The  driver  of  the  Liverpool  ftage-  fome  bricks,  tiles,  &c.  fallin 
coach  was  terribly  fcorched  by  the  through  the  roof  and  top  of  the  be< 
/lightning;  and  the  drivers  of  the  which  broke  his  left  arm,  and  bruife 
different  mails  had  the  utmoft  dif-  his  thigh  exceedingly, 
ffculty  to  make  their  horfes  keep  the  The  ftorm  was  feverely  felt  i 
road.  „  many  parts  of  France.  Sever, 

At  Whitehaven,  in  the  night  it  houfes  at  Dunkirk  were  throw 
became tempeftuous;  the  wind  raged  down,  and  much  damage  dor 
dreadfully ;  there  was  much  thunder  among  the  fhipping. 
and  lightning,  and  a  great  deal  of  Died,  near  Blarney,  in  the  count 
hail  and  fleet  fell.  The  tide  in  the  of  Cork,  in  Ireland,  aged  84,  Owe 
harbour  flowed  much  earlier  than  McCarthy,  efq.  commonly  calk 
the  uliial  time,  and  rofe  to  an  afto-  Mafter-na-moran,  or  lord  or  mail 
niihing  height.  Several  of  the  of  the  principality  of  Moran,  t 
fhips  (there  were  a  great  number  in  has  left  an  only  fon,  now  govern' 
port)  broke  adrift  in  the  courfe  of  of  Miranda,  and  colonel  of  a  reg 
the  night,  and  many  of  them  were  ment  of  horfe  in  the  Portugue 
damaged,  but  none  materially.  The  fervice.  The  deceafed  had  1 5  bn 
profpeft  of  the  fea,  with  the  coming  there,  13  of  whom  emigrated  f] 
tide,  was  alarming  beyond  deferip-  bread,  afjer  loffng  their  eftates 
t:on;  the  huge  billows,  chafing  that  kingdom,  and  were  promoti 
each  other,  broke  with  irrefiflible  to  high  ranks  in  the  different  armi 
rary  over  the  outer  Works  of  the  of  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  ai 
harbou",  and  all  was  whitened  with  Germany. 

tne  foam.  At  Arlefcote-houfe,  near  Edg 

Accounts  from  North  Wales  are  hill,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  1W 
lull  of  melancholy  events.  Trees  in  Thicknefle,  many  years  high  maft 
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of  St.  Paul’s  fchool,  from  which  em¬ 
ployment  he  had  retired  near 
twenty  years.  He  died  in  the  77  th 
year  of  his  age.  The  mercers 
company  had  fo  great  an  opinion 
of  his  worth,  and  fo  much  gratitude 
for  his  fer vices,  that  they  would  not 
confent  to  his  refignation,  until  he 
had  named  his  fuccelfor;  and  they 
fettled  upon  him,  during  his  life, 
one  hundred  guineas  a  year.  The 
late  Mr.  Holbeach,  a  bachelor  of 
large  fortune  in  Warwickfhire,  had 
been  Mr.  Thickneffe’s  friend  from 
the  time  he  was  upon  the  founda¬ 
tion  at  Winchefler ;  and,  when  he 
religned  St.  Paul’s  fchool,  the  good 
old  man  delired  him  to  retire  to  a 
wing  of  his  old  manfion-houfe,  which 
he  had  left  Handing  for  that  purpofe 
more  than  fifty  years  before.  When 
Mr.  Thicknefie  arrived  at  this  plea- 
fant  remnant  of  hofpitality  and 
goodnefs,  fituated  in  the  midH  of  a 
noble  park,  he  found  a  good  fire 
burning  upon  all  the  hearths  in  the 
houfe ;  his  binns  filled  with  wines, 
and  an  annuity  upon  his  table,  the 
donation  of  the  generous  owner : 
but  alas  !  before  the  revolution 
of  one  year,  while  Mr.  Thicknefie 
and  he  were  at  dinner  together,  the 
good  old  man  threw  his  head  back 
in  his  chair,  and  died  without  a 
groan. 

At  Alderwafley,  Derbyflsdre,  aged 
102,  Dorothy  Fletcher, 

At  Carlmywark,  Galloway,  aged 
108,  Jane  Walker. 

At  Limerick,  aged  102,  Mrs. 
Magee. 

Near  Donaghadee,  aged  107,  Mr. 
James  Cree. 

At  Uttoxeter,  in  Staffordlhire,  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Rauiin,  aged 
32,  nearly  equal  in  weight  to  the 
Celebrated  Mr.  Bright,  of  Efiex, 
viz.  34  Hone.  Though  but  5  feet 
§  inches  and  an  half  high,  he  mea- 


fured  6  feet  4  inches  '  round  the 
waiH. 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1790. 

Jan.  1.  Lady  Compton,  a  fen  and 
heir. 

21.  Lady  of  Sir  Tho.  Whkh- 
cote,  bart.  a  fon. 

Feb.  9.  Lady  of  Reg.  Pole  Carew, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter, 

13.  Lady  Warren,  of  Staple- 
ford-hall,  a  daughter. 

24.  Right  hon.  lady  Charlotte 
Dundas,  a  daughter. 

Lady  Herbert,  a  daughter. 

,  Lady  Apfley,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

March  16.  Lady  of  fir  John  Frede^ 
rick,  bart.  a  daughter. 

19.  Hon.  Mrs.  Finch  Hatton, 
a  daughter. 

April  5.  Lady  of  the  bilhop  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  a  fon. 

1 1.  Lady  vifeount  Falmouth,  a 
fon. 

23.  Lady  of  -W.  Baker,  efq. 

M.  P.  a  daughter. 

Lady  Louvaine,  a  fon. 
Lady  Willoughby  of  Eref- 
by,  a  daughter. 

28.  Lady  of  hon;  cplonel  Fane, 
a  fon. 

MM-  Rt.  hon.  lady  John  Ruficl, 
a  fon. 

10.  Lady  of  fir  John  Rous, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

2 1,  At  Paris,  the  duchefs  of 
Devonlhire,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Clifford,  of  New 
Park,  a  fon  and  heir. 

28.  Lady  of  fir  Wm.  Foulis, 
bart.  a  fon. 

J  une  1 4.  Lady  Haddo,  a  fon. 

24.  Lady  of  fir  Alex.  Jarvis, 

bart.  a  fon. 

■  ipil 
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28.  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  Rumbold, 
bart.  a  fon. 

July  z.  Her  Sicilian  majefty,  a 
prince. 

7.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Louifa  Mac¬ 

donald,  a  daughter. 
Countefs  of  Glafgow,  a 
daughter. 

1 9.  Lady  of  the  right  hon. 

Thomas  Steele,  M.  P.  a 
daughter. 

Countefs  of  Caithnefs,  a  fon. 
Aug.  3.  Countefs  of  Harrington,  a 
fon. 

4.  Lady  of  hon.  Lewis  Wat- 
fon,  a  daughter. 

15.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Charlotte 

Lenox,  a  daughter. 

16.  Lady  of  J.  Cox  HippiUey, 

efq.  M.  P.  a  ion  and  heir. 

20.  Lady  of  col.  North,  a  fon. 
Right  hon.  lady  Arden,  a 

daughter. 

Lady  of  Sam.  Smith,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  daughter. 

Sept.  18.  Lady  of  fir  David  Carne¬ 
gie,  bart.  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  fir  John  Ingilby, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

25.  Lady  of  John  Anftruther, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  of  hon.  col.  Rodney, 
a  fon. 

Q£t.  4.  Countefs  of  Lauderdale,  a 
daughter. 

(6.  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  A.  W. 
Shuckburgh,  baronet,  & 
daughter. 

8.  Lady  of  fir  Wm.  Cunning¬ 

ham,  bart.  a  fon. 

9.  Lady  Grace  Douglas,  of 
Cavers,  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  of  fir  James  Col- 
quhoun,  bart.  a  daughter. 
Rt.  Iron,  lady  Charles  So- 
merlet,  a  daughter. 
p-  Lady  of  fir  Henry  Dafh- 
wood,  bart.  a  daughter. 
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Nov.  18.  Countefs  of  Carysfort,  a 
fon. 

Dec.  5.  Lady  of  Geo.  Summer, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

6.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Stourton,  a 
fon. 

29.  Lady  of  J.  Blackburne,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  fon. 

Right  hon.  lady  Compton, 
a  fon. 


.  ,  .  i  _  1 

MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  1790, 

Jan.  4.  Duke  of  Dorfet  to  Mifs 
Cope,  eldeft  daughter  of 
lady  Hawkefbury. 

Hon.  Hen,  Fitzroy  to  Rt, 
hon.  lady  Ann  Wellley. 

Hon.  Mr.  Digby  to  Mifs 
Gunning,  one  of  her  ma- 
jelly’s  maids  of  honour. 

Thomas  Langford  Brooke, 
efq.  of  More,  to  Mifs 
Boughton,  eldeft  daughter 
of  fir  Th.  Boughton, 
bart. 

Rev.  J.  Jones,  D.D.  to  the 
dowager  vifcountefs  Alhr 
brook. 

Earl  of  Errol  to  Mifs  Blake, 
pideft  daughter  of  J.  Blake, 
of  Ardfry,  county  of 
Galway,  efq. 

Owen  Wynne,  efq.  M.  P? 
to  lady  Sarah  Cole. 

Edw.  Jeron  Rickets,  efq. 
to  the  hon.  Mifs  Twifte- 
ton. 

Feb.  Hon.  John  Spencer  to  lady 
Eliz.  Spencer. 

Miles  Sandys,  Efq.  to  Mifs 
Dalrymple,  daughter  of  fir 
J.  Dalrymple,  bart. 

24.  Hen.  Otway,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Cave,  lifter  of  fir  Thomas 
Cave. 

March  3.  Hon.  Mr,  Montagu,  fon  of 

„  '  vifcouat 
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vlfcountHinchinbrook,  to 
Mil's  Buckingham. 

5.  John  Caicraft,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  Mifs  Hales,  daughter 
of  fir  Pym  Hales,  bart. 

22.  Hon.  Ed.  Foley  to  Mifs 
Hodgetts. 

27.  Col.  Freemantie  to  the  hon. 
Mifs  Ongley. 

In  Italy,  earl  of  Home  to 
Mifs  Coutts. 

^prih  Rev.  J.  Eyre  to  Mifs  Char¬ 
lotte  Armytage,  daughter 
of  the  late  fir  George 
Armytage,  bart. 

J3.  Hon.  Mr.  Tovvnfhend  to 
the  hon.  Mifs  Southwell. 
William  Elliott,  eldeft  fon 
of  hr  Francis  Elliott,  bart. 
of  Stobbo-,  to  Mif$'Ruhell. 
24.  Hon.  Henry  Dillon  to 
Mifs  Grant. 

May.  Col.  Loftus  to  the  right  hon. 
lady  Eliz.  Townthend. 

Ch.  Hoare,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Robinfon,  daughter  of  fir 
Geo.  Robinfon,  bart. 

Edw.  Hay,  efq-.  to  the  hon. 
Mils  Maria  Murray, 
daughter  of  lord  Elibank. 
Col.  Hotham  to  Mifs  Dyke, 
daughter  of  hr  J.  Dixon 
Dyke,  bart. 

June.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Arch.  Ham, 
Cathpart  to  Mifs  Fr. 
Henry  Freemantie. 

Rben.  Oliphant,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Mary  Stirling,  daughter 
of  hr  W.  Stirling,  of  Ar- 
dock,  bart. 

Wyndham  Knatchbull,  efq. 
to  Mifs  Knatchbull,  hU 
ter  of  fir  Edward  Knatch? 
bull,  bart.. 

Edw.  Southwood  Percival, 
efq.  to  Mils  Sutton, 
daughter  of  the  late  lord 
Geo.  Manners  Sutton, 

■ ,  ,  •  v.v  *•  »  .  *  ;  « - 
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Wm.Hen.  Beauchamp,  efq. 
fon  of  fir  W.  Beauchamp 
Prodlor,  bart.  to  Mifs 
Frances  Davis. 

Hen.  Methold,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Eden,  daughter  of  hr  J. 
Eden,  bart. 

July.  Ch.  Yorke,  efq.  M.  P.  to 
Mifs  Harriet  Manning;- 

O 

ham. 

Humph,  Prideaux,  efq.  to 
Mils  St.  Aubyn,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  fir  J.  St. 
Aubyn,  bart. 

Marquis  of  Graham  to  lady 
Caroline  Montagu,  filler 
of  the  duke  of  Manches¬ 
ter. 

W.  P.  Hamond,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Carr,  .  daughter  of  hr 
Rob.  Carr,  bart. 

Sir  Win.  Wake,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Sitwell. 

Aug.  Hon.  capt.  Townlhend  to 
Mifs  Gladwyn. 

Wm.  Txenchard,  efq.  to 
lady  Heller  Amelia  de 
Burgh,  filler  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Clanricarde. 

Sir  Griffith  Bovntun,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Parlchurft. 

Hon.  Spencer  Perrival  to 
Mifs  Jane  Wilfon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  fir  Tho.  Spencer 
Wilfon,  bart. 

Benj.  Jennings,  elq.  to  the 
dow.  vifcountefs  Dudley 
and  Ward. 

Cap.  Ch.  Irvine  to  Mifs 
Diana  Gordon,  daughter 
of  the  late  fir  Alexander 
Gordon  of  Lefimoor,  bart. 

Sir  ■  Ch.  Afgill,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Jemima  SophiaOgle, 
daughter  of  fir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  bart.  ‘ 

.  Rey.  Str.  ■  Maher  to  Mifs 

Eliz, 
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Eliz,  Molley,  daughter  of 
iir  John  Parker  Molley, 
bart. 

Rev.  Mr,  Pahner  to  Mifs  1 
Eliz.  Payne,  daughter  of 
iir  Gillies  Payne,  bart. 

Sept.  4.  James  Lowther,  efq.  to  lady 
Eliz.  Fane,  filler  of  the 
earl  of  Wefhnorland. 

5.  Hon.  Geo.  Annefley,  fon 
of  vifcount  Valenti  a  to 
the  hon.  Mifs  Anne  Court- 
nay, 

Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Palmer. 

9.  Hon.  John  Eliot  to  Mifs 
York,  lifter  of  the  earl  of 
Hardwicke. 

Hr.  Stewart,  cf  Southamp¬ 
ton,  to  lady  Shelley. 

27.  Jac.  Bofanquet,  elq.  to 
Mrs.  Grady,  filler  of  fir 
Geo.  Armytage,  bart. 

Peter  Godfrey,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Rowley,  daughter  of  the 
late  fir  Jofliua  Rowley, 
bart. 

Andrew  Stuart,  efq.  M.P. 
to  Mifs  Stirling,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  fir  W.  Stirling,  of 
Ardock,  bart. 

Rowland  Bateman,  efq.  to 
Mifs  Arabella  Denny, 
daughter  of  fir  Barry 
Denny,  bart. 

Oft.  6.  John  Wigften,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Lake,daughter  of  fir  James 
Winter  Lake,  bart. 

Chrift.  Mufgrave,  efq.  fe- 
cond  fon  of  fir  Philip  Muf¬ 
grave,  to  the  hon.  Mifs 
Archer. 

12.  Earl  of  Donegal!  to  Mifs 
Barbara  Godfrey. 

,  John  Wharton,  efq.  M,  P. 
to  Mifs  Sufan  Lambton, 
daughter  of  gen.  Lamb- 
■  ..  .  ton. 
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Geo.Vefey,  efq.  to  Mifs  La- 
touch,  daughter  of  the 
right  hon.  dow.  Latouch. 

Hon.  John  Colvill,  eldeft 
fon  of  lord  Colvill,  ter 
Mifs  Ford. 

Nov.  Tho.  Bligh,  efq.  to  lady 
Theodofia  Bligh. 

13.  Col.-  Couftinaker  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  Southwell. 

23.  Nich.  Ridley,  efq.  brother 
of  fir  Matthew  White 
Ridley,  bart.  to  Mifs  Le- 
titia  Atkins. 

Dec.  5.  Capt.  Clive  to  the  hon.  Mifs 
Archer. 

Sir  Edw.  Wm.  Crofbie  to 
Mrs.  Dodd,  daughter  of 
lady  Hefter  Weftenra. 

Wm.  Manfel,  efq.  eldeft  fon 
of  fir  Wm.  Manfel,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Bell. 

Barry  Denny,  efq.  fon  of 
fir  B.  Denny,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Morgell. 


PROMOTIONS  for  the 
Year  1790. 

January.  Alan  Gardner,  efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  high  ad¬ 
miral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
vice  Gower,  refigned. 

Hon.  Mifs  Julia  Digby,  appointed 
one  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  her 
majefty,  vice  Gunning,  refigned. 

Wm,  Bellingham,  efq.  appointed 
one  of  the  commiffioners  in  quality 
of  a  principal  officer  of  his  majefty’s 
navy,  vice  Campbell,  deceafed. 

Francis  Stephens,  efq.  appointed 
a  commiftioner  for  victualling  his 
majefty’s  navy,  vice  Bellingham 
refigned. 

Henry  Hamilton,  efq.  appointed 

governor 
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governor  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Bermuda  or  Somers  Iflands, 
vice  Browne. 

Febr.  Major  -  general  Thomas 
Stirling  to  be  colonel  of  the  41ft 
regiment  of  foot,  vice  major-general 
M*Nab,  deceafed. 

-  The  earl  of  Chefterfield  to  be 
joint  poftmafter  -  general,  vice  the 
earl  of  Weltmoreland,  lord  lieut.  of 
-Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  John  Charles 
Villiers  to  be  chief  juftice  in  Eyre 
North  of  Trent. 

The  hon.  Dudley  Ryder  to  be 
comptroller  of  his  majefty’s  houfe- 
hold,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon. 
John  Charles  Villiers,  refigned. 

George  Auft,  efq.  to  be  joint 
under  fecretary  of  Hate  with  Mr. 
Burges,  vice  the  hon.  Mr.  Ryder. 

March.  The  earl  of  Leicefter  to 
be  mafter  of  the  mint,  vice  the  earl 
of  Chefteriield ;  and  vifcount  Fal¬ 
mouth  to  be  captain  of  the  band 
of  gentlemen  penfioners,  vice  the 
earl  of  Leicefter. 

Earl  Harcourt  to  be  mafter  of  the 
horfe  to  her  majefty,  vice  the  earl 
of  Waldegrave,  deceafed. 

Dottor  William  Black  to  be  firft 
phyfician  to  his  majefty  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

John  Hunter,  efq.  to  be  furgeon- 
general  of  his  majefty^s  forces,  and 
infpe&or  of  the  regimental  hofpi- 
tals,  vice  Robert  Adair,  deceafed. 

Surgeon  Thomas  Keate,  of  the 
I  ft  reg.  of  foot  guards,  to  be  fur- 
geon  of  Chelfea-hofpi'tal. 

•  Sir  William  Scott,  to  be  mafter 
of  the  faculties,  in  the  room  of  the 
late  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph. 

Commiffioner  Martin,  of  the 
dock-yard  at  Portfmouth,  to  be 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  vice  fir 
Charles  Middleton,  refigned. 


The  right  hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  to 
be  one  of  his  majefty’s  commiffion- 
ers  for  the  affairs  of  India. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  member  for  Crick* 
lade,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  to  be  com- 
miff  oners  of  excife. 

April.  The  right  hon.  lord  Henry 
John  Spencer,  his  majefty’s  fecretary 
of  embaffy  to  the  ftates -general  of 
the  United  Provinces,  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  his  majefty’s  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  their  high  mighti- 
neffes. 

James  Duff,  efq.  to  be  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  confui  at  Cadiz. 

Sir  Alexander  Hood,  to  be  rear 
admiral  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
room  of  admiral  Darby,  deceafed. 

George  Hammond,  efq.  to  be  fe¬ 
cretary  of  legation  at  the  court  of' 
Copenhagen. 

Charles  Henry  Talbot,  of  Belfaft, 
efq.  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of 
Ireland. 

The  right  Rev.  Father  in  God 
Lewis  lord  bifhop  of  Norwich  tranf- 
lated  to  the  fee  of  St.  Afaph J 

June.  Colonel  George  Hotham, 
David  D undas,  Adam  Williamfon, 
Robert  Abercromby,  Gerard  Lake, 
Thomas  Mufgrave,  Jofeph  Gore- 
ham,  Guftavus  Guydickens,  John* 
Manfell,  George  Morgan,  Alex¬ 
ander  Stewart,  J  ames  Coates,  Ralph 
Dundas,  Richard  Whyte,  Alured 
Clarke,  and  James  Hugonin,  to  be 
major-generals  in  the  army. 

Right  hon.  John  James  earl  of 
Abercorn,  to  be  governor  of  the 
counties  of  Donegal  and  Tyrone,  in 
Ireland. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Morgan,  A.  M. 
to  the  deanry  of  his  majefty’s  ca¬ 
thedral  church  of  St.  Patrick,  in 
the  diocefe  of  Ardagh,  in  Ireland. 

The  Rev.  John  Horne,  D.  D. 
dean  of  Canterbury,  to  the  bifhop- 

•  •  -  .  rick 
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rick  of  Norwich,  vice  Dr.  Bagot, 
mandated  to  St.  Afaph, 

Earl  Gower  to  be  his  majefty’s 
ambaftador  extraordinary  and  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  the  mod  chriilian 
king. 

Right  hon.  George  Granville  Le- 
vefon  Earl  Gower,  to  be  one  of  his 
majefty’s  mod  hon.  privy  council. 

Charles  Oakeley,  of  Slirewfbury, 
efq.  to  be  a  baronet  of  die  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten. 

Archibald  Cockburn,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  the  barons  of  his  majefty’s 
exchequer  in  Scotland,  vice  die  late 
David  Stewart  Moncrieffe,  efq.  de- 
ceafed. 

George  Buchan  Hepburn,  efq.  to 
be  judge  of  the  admiralty  court  of 
Scotland,  on  the  refignation  of 
Archibald  Cockburn,  efq.  late  judge 
thereof. 

The  right  hon.  George  Henry 
earl  of  Eufton  to  be  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

The  right. hon.  James  marquis  of 
Graham  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon, 

The  right  hon.  Philip  earl  of 
Hardivicke  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Cambridge. 

The  R.ev.  William  Buller  to  be 
dean  of  Canterbury,  vice  Dr.  John 
Horne,  promoted  to  the  bilhopric 
of  Norwich. 

Rev.  Ch.  Harward,  D.  D.  to  be 
dean  of  Exeter,  vice  Dr.  William 
Buller,  promoted. 

Tlie  Rev.  Jefeph  Turner,  D.D. 
to  be  dean  of  Norwich,  vice  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Lloyd,  deceaffed. 
The  dignity  ©f  a  Baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  performs  and  their  heirs 
male,  by  the  names,  ftiles,  and 
titles  under  mentioned,  viz. 

The  Right  Rev.  William  Cecil 
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Pery,  D.D.  bilhop  of  Limerick, 
Ardfert,  and  Aghdadpe,  baron 
Glentworth,  of  Mallow,  in  Cork.- 
Mrs.  Margaretta.  F ofter,  wife  of 
the  right  hon.  John  F ofter,  baronefs 
Oriel,  of  Collon,  in  Louth ;  and  to 
the  heirs  male  of  her  body  lawfully  . 
begotten  by  the  faid  John  Fofter, 
the  dignity  of  baron  Oriel,  of  Col¬ 
lon  aforefaid. 

Right  hon.  George  Agar,  baron 
Callan,  of  Callan,  in  Kilkenny. 

Robert  Dillon,  of  Clonbrock,  in 
Galway,  efq.  baron  Clonbrock,  of. 
Clonbrock  aforefaid. 

James  Alexander,  of  Caledon,  in  • 
Tyrone,  efq.  baron  Caledon,  of  Ca¬ 
ledon  aforefaid. 

The  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
feveral  Noblemen  and  Gentle-  . 
men  following,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  their  refpeClive  bodies 
lavyfully  begotten,  by  the  names, 
ftiles,  and  titles  under  mentioned, 
viz. 

The  right  hon.  Arthur  earl  of 
Donegall,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  baron  Fifherwick,  of  Fifher- 
wick,  in  StafFordlhire. 

The  right  hon.  James  earl  of  Fife, 
©f  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  baron  ' 
of  Fife,  in  the  county  of  Fife. 

The  right  hon.  James  Bucknall 
Grimfton,  vifeount  Grimfton,  of  the  ■ 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  baron  Veru- 
lam,  of  Gorhambury,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford. 

The  right  hon.  Conftantine  John- 
lord  Mulgrave,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  baron  Mulgrave,  of  Mul- 
grays*  jin  Y orkihire. 

Archibald  Douglas,  efq.  baron  ... 
Douglas,  of  Douglas,  in  the  county 
of  Lanerk  3  and 

Edwin  Lafcelles,  efq.  baron 
Harewood,  of  Harevvood,  in  York- 

fibre. 

Re 
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Rt.  rev.  Dr.  George  Lewis  Jones, 
bifhop  of  Kilmore,  tranfiated  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Kildare,  and  to  hold 
the  deanry  of  Chrift  Church,  Dub¬ 
lin,  in  coinmsndaniy  vice  J  ackfon,  de* 
ceafed. 

Rt.  rev.  William  Fofter,  bifhop 
of  Cork  and  Rofs,  tranfiated  to 
Kilmore,  vice  Jones. 

Rev.  William  Bennet,  D.  D.  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  biihoprick  of  Cbrk 
and  Rofs. 

Right  hon.  William  Pitt,  elefted 
high  fteward  of  the  univerflty  of 
Cambridge,  vice  earl  Hardwicke, 
deceafed. 

-  July.  Rev.  Combe  Miller,  M.  A. 
appointed  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Chicheller,  vice  Hanvard, 
•refigned. 

John  Orde,  efq.  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Dominica,  and  captain  in 
the  royal  navy,  created  a  baronet. 

Henty  James  Pye,  efq.  appointed 
poet  laureat  to  his  majefly,  vice 
Warton,  deceafed. 

Paul  Deugenan,  efq.  LL.  D.  to 
be  king’s  advocate  in  the  court  of 
admiralty  in  Ireland. 

•  John  Sylvefter,  efq.  to  be  com¬ 
mon  ferjeant  of  the  city  of  London. 

•Augud.  Rev.  Mr.  Windanley, 
of  Hertford  College,  Oxford,  ap¬ 
pointed  Camden  profedor  of  an- 
tient  hi  dory  ;  vice  Warton,  de- 
eeafed. 

64th  regiment  of  foot.  Major- 
general  John  Leland  to  be  colonel, 
vice  lieut.  gen.  Pomeroy,  deceafed. 

•  Lieut.- col.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  of 
the  17th  regiment  of  (light)  dra¬ 
goons,  to  be  deputy  adjutant-gen. 
of  the  forces  in  South  Britain,  vice 
major-general  Williamfon,  promoted 
to  the  command  of  the  47th  regi¬ 
ment. 

47th  regiment  of  foot.  Major- 
general  Adam  Williamfon  to  be 
colonel,  vice  Guy  lord  Dorchefter, 
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Lieut,  col.  J&mes  Moncrief/  of 
the  corps  of  royal  -engineers,  to  be 
deputy  quarter -mader- general  of 
his  majedy’s  forces,  vice  major- 
general  William  Roy,  deceafed. 

Charles  Henry  Frafer,  efq.  to  be 
his  majedy’s  minider  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  the  circle  of  Lower  Sax¬ 
ony,  and  refident  with  the  Hanfe 
Towns,  vice  Emanuel  Mathias,  efq. 
deceafed. 

William  Hanbnry,  efq.  to  be  his 
majedy’s  agent  conful  in  the  circle 
of  Lower  Saxony,  and  the  free  cities 
of  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck. 

Admiralty  Ojfice,  Sept.  2 1 . 

This  day,  in  purfuance  of  the 
king’s  pleafure,  the  following  flag- 
officers  of  his  majedy’s  fleet  were 
promoted,  viz. 

Sir  Edward  LIughes,  K.  B.  John 
Evans,  and  Mark  Milbanke,  efqrs. 
vice  admirals  of  the  white,  to  be 
vice  admirals  of  the  red. 

Thomas  Graves,  Robert  Digby, 
and  Benjamin  Marlow,  efqrs.  and 
flr  Alexander  Hood,  K.  B.  vice- 
admirals  of  the  blue,  to  be  vice-ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  white. 

Sir  Richard  Hughes,  knt.  John 
Elliott,  and  William  Hotham,  efqrs. 
rear-admirals  of  the  red,  and  jofeph 
Peyton,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the 
white,  to  be  vice-admirals  of  the 
blue. 

John  Carter  Allen,  efq.  flr 
Charles  Middleton,  and  flr  John 
Laforey,  barts.  John  Dalrymple, 
efq.  Herbert  Sawyer,  efq.  flr  Rich. 
King,  knt.  and  Jonathan  Faulknor, 
efq.  rear-admirals  of  the  white,  to 
be  rear-admirals  of  the  red. 

Phillip  Affleck,  efq.  fir  Richard 
Bickerton,  bart.  the  hon.  J.  Leve- 
fon  Gower,  fir  John  Jervis,  K.  B. 
and  Adam  Duncan,  efq.  rear-admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue,  to  be  rear-admirals 
of  the  white. 

The  following  captains  were  alfo 

appointed 
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appointed  flag-officers  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fleet,  viz. 

Richard  Braithwaite,  and  Phil¬ 
lips  Colby,  efqrs.  to  be  rear-admirals 
or  the  white. 

Thomas  Fitzherbert,  Samuel  Cor- 
jiilh,  John  Brilbane,  John  Houlton, 
Charles  Woolfeley,  Charles  Inglis, 
and  Sam.  Cranfton  Goodail,  efqrs. 
to  be  rear-admirals  of  the  blue. 

And  the  following  further  pro¬ 
motions  of  fea-officers  have  alfo 
been  made,  viz. 

Twenty,  mailers  and  command¬ 
ers,  taken  from  the  lift  of  thofe  who 
were  made  before  the  end  of  1782, 
to  be  poll  captains. 

Twenty  lieutenants,  taken  from 
the  lift  of  thofe  who  were  made  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  1780,  to  be  mailers 
and  commanders. 

Twenty  miclihipmen,  formerly 
appointed  lieutenants  by  command¬ 
ers  in  chief,  which  appointment,  from 
articular  circumftances,  could  not 
e  confirmed,  to  be  lieutenants. 

Odtober.  The  dignity  of  a  mar¬ 
quis  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  to  the  right  hon.  John  James 
Hamilton,  earl  of  Abercorn,  and  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  be¬ 
gotten,  by  the  name,  ftyle,  and  title 
of  marquis  of  Abercorn. 

The  hon.  capt.  Keith  Stewart  to 
the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue 
fquadron  ofhis  majelly’s  fleet. 

John  Covvllade,  efq.  to  be  gentle¬ 
man  ulher  of  the  privy  chamber  to 
her  majefty,  vice  the  late  general 
Wynyard;  John  Smith,  efq.  to  be 
gentleman  ulher  daily  waiter,  vice 

John  Cowflade,  efq. ;  and - 

lylolefworth,  elq.  to  be  gentleman 
ulher  .  quarter  waiter,  vice  John 
Smith,  efq. 

The  right  fyon.  John  Charles  Vil- 
liers  to  be  warden  and  chief  juftice 
in  eyre  of  all  his  majelly’s  forefts, 
parks,  chaces,  and  warrens  beyond 


Trent,  vice  the  right  hon.  George 
Evelyn,  vifeount  Falmouth. 

Lieutenant  -  general  fir  Robert 
Boyd,  K.  B.  to  be  governor  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  vice  right  hon.  general  lord 
Heathfield,  deceafed;  and  major- 
general  fir  Henry  Calder,  bart.  to  be 
lieut.  governor  of  Gibraltar,  vice 
lieut.  gen.  fir  Robert  Boyd. 

The  right  hon.  Dudley  Ryder  to 
b  '  prefident  of  the  committee  of 
privy  council  appointed  for  the 
confideration  of  all  matters  relating 
to  trade  and  foreign  plantations, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  right  hon. 
Charles  lord  Havvkelbury. 

Lord  vifeount  Wentworth  to  be 
one  of  the  lords  of  his  majelly’s 
bed-chamber. 

Jolhua  Johnfon,  efq.  to  be  con- 
ful  for  the  united  Hates  of  Ame¬ 
rica  at  the  port  of  London,  and  the 
places  adjacent. 

Novem.  Right  hon.,  Henry  baron 
Digby,  created  vifeount  Colelh.il!, 
county  of  Warwick,  and  earl  of 
Digbv,  county  of  Lincoln. 

Right  hon.  Algernon  Percy,  lord 
Louvaine  and  baron  of  Alnwick, 
created  earl  of  Beverley,  in  the 
county  of  York. 

Right  hon.  William  Hall  Gage, 
vifeount  Gage  of  tlie  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  baron  Gage  of  Firle,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  creat¬ 
ed  baron  Gage  of  Highmeadows, 
county  of  Gloucefter ;  with  remain¬ 
der  to  his  nephew,  Henry  Gage,  efq. 

Right  hon.  William  Wyndham 
Grenville,  created  baron  Grenville, 
of  Wotton  under  Berne  wood,  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Montrofe, 
appointed  mailer  of  the  horfe  to  the 
king,  vice  the  duke  of  Montagu, 
deceafed. 

Decern.  Geo.  Hammond,  efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  fecretary  of  embafly  at  the 
court  of  Madrid. 


Francis 


e  H  R  O  N  I  C  L  E.  [239 


Francis  Drake,  efq.  appointed 
fecretary  of  legation  at  the  court 
of  Copenhagen. 

George  Auguftus  Frederick  Lake, 
efq.  appointed  one  of  the  pages  of 
honour  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Alex.  Shaw,  efq.  appointed  lieut. 
governor  of  the  Idle  of  Man,  vice 
Dawfon,  religned. 

His  royal  highnefs  prince  Wil¬ 
liam  Hehry  duke  of  Clarence,  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral 
cf  the  blue. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1 79a. 

Jan.  At  Lyons,  fir  Wm.  Mere¬ 
dith,  bart.  He  was  ejedted  a  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  Wigan 
in  1755,  and  for  Liverpool  in  1762. 
In  1764  he  was  appointed  a  lord 
commiffioner  of  the  admiralty,  which 
he  refigned  the  year  following,  on 
the  dilmiffion  of  the  marquis  of 
Roekingham.  In  1768,  he  was 
again  eledled  for  Liverpool,  and 
was  afterwards  appointed  comp¬ 
troller  of  the  houfehold,  from 
which  office  he  was  difmi/Ted  leve- 
ral  years  before  his  death. 

At  his  feat  at  Killrudery,  county 
of  Wicklow,  the  right  hon.  Anthony 
Brabazon,  earl  of  Meath.  He  was 
born  in  February,  1721;  married, 
1758,  Grace,  daughter  of  Jn.  Leigh, 
efq.  of  Rofs  Garland,  county  of 
Wexford,  and  had  ilTue  four  fons 
and  fix  daughters.  His  third  fur- 
viving  Ion,  William,  lord  Ardee, 
born  1769,  lately  eleded  knight  of 
the  Ihire  for  the  county  of  Dublin, 
fucceeds  him  in  his  honours  and 
edates. 

Feb.  In  her  3  2d  year,  lady  Hof- 
kyns,  wife  of  fir  Hungerford  Hof- 
kyns,  bart,  only  daughter  of  Edwin 


Francis  Stanhope,  efq.  groom  of 
the  chambers  to  her  majefty. 

Geo.  Darby,  efq}  rear-admiral  of 
England,  and  an  elder  brother  of 
the  Trinity-houfe,  in  which  he  is 
fucceeded  by  the  right  hon.  William 
Pitt. 

March.  Aged  near  60,  of  a  fe¬ 
ver  and  done  in  his  bladder.  Dr. 
Samuel  Hallifax,  bifhop  and  arch¬ 
deacon  of  St.  Afaph,  to  which  fee 
he  was  tranflated  from  Gloucefter, 
in  March,  1789. — He  was  a  prelate 
of  great  knowledge,  and  of  great  a- 
bility ;  an  incomparable  civilian,  and 
an  extremely  acute  public  fpeaker. 
His  fermons  at  bilhop  Warburton’s 
ledures  and  other  writings  are  much 
efteemed,  and  are  written  with  great 
elegance  of  ftyle,  as  well  as  with 
much  profundity  of  thinking. 

.  Sir  John  Coghill,  bart.  of  Cog- 
hill-hall,  in  the  county  of  York. 

In  his  19th  year,  Mr.  Richard 
Green,  of  Minlterley. 

At  Cambro,  in  Scotland,  Hr 
Charles  Erfkine,  bart. 

At  Leinfter-houfe,  Dublin,  lady 
Augufta  F  itzgerald,  youngeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  duke  of  Leinfter. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Ch.  Jackfon, 
lord  bilhop  of  Kildare. 

April.  Charlotte  Countefs  of 
Fauconberg.  She  was  daughter  of 
the  late  fir  Matthew  Lambe,  bart, 
and  filler  of  the  prefent  lord  Mel¬ 
bourne  ;  fand  was  married.  May  29, 
1766,  to  Henry  earl  Fauconberg, 
by  whom  fhe  had  four  daugh¬ 
ters. 

Sidi  Mahomet,  emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco.  Whilll  taking  the  air  on 
horfeback,  he  was  leized  with  a 
pain  near  his  heart and  ^  ilorm 
fuddenly  ariling,  he  called,  with 
fome  exertion,  for  his  coach;  was 
placed  in  it,  and  in  Handy  expired. 
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His  remains  have  beeft  depofited  in 
one  of  the  towers  of  Rabat.  His 
fon  Midi  el  Zezid  was,  on  the  15th, 
proclaimed  emperor  in  his  room ; 
and,  as  it  .is  faid,  began  his  reign 
with  wreaking  his  vengeance  on  the 
Spanilh'conful,  to  whom  he  has  be¬ 
haved  with  unexampled  fe verity. 

The  hon.  Mrs.  Walfmgham,  re- 
Tift  of  the  late  hon.  commodore 
Robert  Boyle  Walfmgham,  who  was 
loft  in  the  Thunderer  man  of  war, 

'  iome  years  ago.  She  was  the 
daughter  and  coheirefs  of  fir  Charles 
Hanbury  Williams,  K.  B.  and  of  the 
'  lady  Frances,  daughter  of  the  late 
earl  Coninglby. 

At  Munich,  in  her  68th  year,  after 
two  days  ilinefs,  her  ferene  highnefs 
the  duchefs  dowager  of  Bavaria, 
widow  of  duke  Clement. 

Right  hon.  Hugh  lord  Maftey, 
Ton  of  Hugh,  created  lord  Maftey 
1776.  He  married  Catherine,  eld- 
“eft  daughter  of  Edw.  Taylor,  efq. 
of  Baliynort,  1760,  by  whom  he 
had  iftue  three  fons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  and  fucceeded  his  father  in 
1788. 

At  Roftellan,  county  of  Corke, 
the  countefs  of  Orkney  and  Inchi- 
quin.  She  was  the  grand-daughter 
of  George  the  firft  earl,  who  was 
the  fifth  fon  of  William  and  Anne 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Hamilton,  and 
field -marfhal  of  his  majefty’s  forces. 
Both  this  lady  and  her  mother  mar¬ 
ried  earls  of  Inchiquin.  Neither 
of  them  having  male  iftue,  the  titles 
of  Orkney  have  ever  gone  to  fe¬ 
males.  The  -pfefent  countefs  is 
married  to  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  (bro¬ 
ther  to  the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne), 
who  has  a  fon,  now  vifcount  Kirk¬ 
wall,  and  the  firft  heir  male  of  the 
family. 

At  Briftol,  the  hon.  Mifs  Elizab. 
Hewitt,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
5  late  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland. 


G  I  STER,  1790. 

May.  At -his  ho  life  in  St.  Jameses- 
fquare-,  the  right  hon.  Philip  Yorkc, 
earl  of  Hardwicke,  vifcount  Royftori, 
and  lord  Hardwicke,  one  of  the  tel¬ 
lers,  of  his-  majefty’s  exchequer,  lord 
lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulornm  of 
the  county  of  Cambridge.;  and  high 
Reward  of  that  univerlity,  a  trultee 
of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  LL.  D. 
F.R.S.  London,  and  F.S.A.  of 
Scotland.  His  lordlhip  was  born  Dec. 
20,  N.  S.  1720,  and  fucceeded  his 
father,  the  late  lord  chancellor  Hard¬ 
wicke,  in  March  1764.  The  titles,, 
tffid  fuch  parts  of  the  eftate  as  de¬ 
ice  nded  from  the  chancellor,  are 
devolved  on  Philip  Yofke,  efq. 
ejdeft  fon  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Yorke.  During  his  refidence  irt 
Bennet  college,  a  work  was  under¬ 
taken  by  his  loidfhip,  aftifted  by 
fome  of  his  contemporaries,  inti¬ 
tuled,  “The  Athenian  Letters  ;5> 
and  though  it  has  not  hitherto  been 
printed  with  a  view  to  publication, 
yet  it  has  been  circulated  amongft 
fo  many  of  his  lordlhip’s  friends 
and  acquaintance,  that  it  is  well 
known  as  a  work  of  confiderable 
merit.  He  published  the  Corre- 
fpondence  of  Sir  Dudley  Carleton, 
embaffador  to  the  ftates  general 
during  the  reign  of  James  I.  and 
prefixed  to  it  an  hiftorical  preface, 
containing  an  account  of  the  many 
important  negociations  that  were 
carried  on  during  that  interefting 
period.  In  1779116  publiftied  twc 
volumes  of  ftate  papers,  felefted 
from  the  colleftions  at  the  Paper- 
office  and  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  ai 
well  as  from  his  own  valuable  col- 
leftion. — His  lordlhip  was  married 
in  May  1741,  to  Jemima,  daughte: 
of  the  late  earl  of  Breadalbane,  wh< 
inherited  from  her  grandfather,  th 
late  duke  of  Kent,  eftates  in  th 
counties  of  Bedford,  Eftex,  anc 
Wiltlhire,  and  the  antient  baronie: 
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6f  Lilcas  and  Crudwell.  The  title 
of  marquis  of  Grey,  which  was  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  duke  of  Kent,  with 
remainder  to  his  elded  grand-daugh¬ 
ter,  and  her  heirs-male,  will  now 
become  extinct;  but  the  barony  of 
Lucas  (being  limited  to  heirs  -  gene¬ 
ral)  will  defcend,  upon  the  death  of 
the  marchionefs  Grey,  to  her  elded 
daughter,  lady  Amabell  Polwarth, 
widow  of  lord  Polwarth.  His  lord- 
fhip’s  perfonal  property,  and  the 
edates  of  the  duke  of  Kent,  will 
devolve  upon  his  immediate  de¬ 
fendants. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  Stephen 
Moore,  earl  and  vifcount  Mountca- 
fhell,  baron  ICilworth,  and  one  of  his 
majedy’s  molt  honourable  privy 
Council.  His  lordfhip  married,  in  the 
month  of  June,  1769,  lady  Helen 
Rawdon,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Moira,  by  whom  he  had 
ilfue  Stephen  lord  Kil worth  (now 
earl  of  Mountcafhell),  born  March 
9,  1770,  at  prefent  on  his  travels  ; 
as  alio  two  Other  fons,  John  and 
William,  born  in  1772  and  17.75, 
and  a  daughter,  lady  Helen,  born 
in  1773. 

At  his  houfe  in  privy-gardens, 
George  Montagu  duke  of  Monta¬ 
gu,  marquis  Monthermer,  earl  of 
Cardigan,  baron  Brudenell  of  Stan¬ 
ton  Wivil,  and  baron  Montagu  of 
Boughton,  mailer  of  the  horfe  to 
the  king,  governor  and  Captain  of 
Windfor  Cadle,  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  prefi- 
dent  of  St.  Luke’s  Hofpital,  vice- 
prefident  of  St.  George’s  Hofpital, 
and  prefident  of  the  lociety  for  the 
encouragement  of  arts,  F.  R.  S.  ba¬ 
ronet,  and  knight  of  the  moll  noble 
Orders  of  the  garter  and  bath. 
Hying  without  male  ilfue,  the  duke¬ 
dom  and  marquifate  become  ex¬ 
tinct.  The  earldom  of  Cardigan 
defcends  to  his  brother,  lord  Brude- 
Vol.  XXXII. 


nell.  The  barony  of  Montagu  of 
Boughton  comes  to  lord  Henry 
Montagu  Scott,  fecond  fon  of  the 
duke  of  Buccleugh,  who  is  married 
to  the  late  duke’s  only  daughter.— 
His  grace  was  born  July  36,  1712, 
and  fucceeded  his  father,  the  late 
earl  of  Cardigan,  in  1723.  He  was 
created  duke  of  Montagu,  and 
marquis  Monthermer,  in  1760.  Ori 
July  7 ,  1730,  he  married  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  duke  of  Montagu, 
who  died  in  i 77^,  by  whom  he 
had  Blue  John  marquis  of  Monther- 
mer,  who  whs  created  baron  Mon¬ 
tagu  of  Boughton  in  1762,  and  died 
April  11,  1770,  unmarried;  and 
Elizabeth,  the  prefent  duchefs  of 
Buccleugh. 

June.  In  his  66th  year,  right 
hon.  J.  Pomeroy,  lieutenant-general 
of  his  majefty’s  forces,  colonel  of 
the  64th  regiment  of  foot,  of  which, 
he  was  commander  24  years,  M.  P. 
in  the  prefent  Irith  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Trim,  and  one  of 
his  majedy’s  mod  honourable  privy 
council. 

At  his  houfe  in  Portman-fquare, 
of  a  pleurify  in  his  fide,  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  count  de  Lucchefi,  envoy 
extraordinary  from  the  king  of  Na¬ 
ples  to  our  court,  which  office  he 
had  filled  fome  years.  His  re¬ 
mains  were  interred  in  the  burying- 
ground  at  Pancras,  with  the  ufual 
Roman  Catholic  ceremonies.  All 
the  foreign  ambaffadors,  miniders, 
and  envoys,  went  in  proceffion  ;  the 
duke  of  Leeds’s  coach  and  fervants 
followed  the  hearfe,  the  former  in 
their  full  livery;  but  his  grace  was 
not  there,  on  account  of  public  bu- 
finefs. 

Maria  Therefa,  countefs  of  II- 
cheder. 

July.  At  Calcutta,  the  fon  of 
fir  Ed.  Adley,  hart. 

Jn  Dublin,  Mrs.  jVXolyneux,  fider 

m  of 
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of  the  right  hon.  fir  Capel  Moly- 
neux,  bart. 

Hon.  Mifs  Fitzgibbon,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  lord  chancellor. 

At  his  chateau  at  Aix-Ia-Chapelle, 
of  a  fecond  ftroke  of  the  palfy,  in 
his  73d  year,  the  right  hon.  Geo. 
Auguffus  Eliott,  lord  Heathfield, 
K.  B,  governor  of..  Gibraltar,  and 
colonel  of  the  1 5th  regiment  of 
light  dragoons. — He  was  born  in 
1718;  and  received  the  firft  rudi¬ 
ments  of  his  education  under  a  pri¬ 
vate  tutor,  and  at  an  early  time  of 
life  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of 
Leyden,  where  he  made  confider- 
able  progrefs  in  claffical  learning, 
and.  fpoke  with  fluency  and  elegance 
the  German  and  French  languages. 
Being  defigned  for  a  military  life, 
he  was  fent  from  thence  to  the  cele¬ 
brated  Ecole  Royale  du  Genie  Mi- 
litaire,  at  La.  Fere  in  Picardy, 
where;  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
what  he  fo  confpicuoufly  exhibited 
at  the  defence  of  Gibraltar.  In 
1735,  he  became  a  volunteer  in  the 
23d  regiment  of  foot,  or  Royal 
Welch  Fuzileers,  and  foon  after 
Was  admitted  into  the  engineer 
corps  at  Woolwich;  from  whence 
he  purchafed  the  adjutancy  of  the 
?d  troop  of  horfe .- grenadiers,  in 
which  he'  became  a  .  captain  and 
major,  as  well  as  lieutenant-colonel, 
when  he  reflgned  his  commiflion  as 
an  engineer.  In  1759  he  quitted 
the.  horfe-guards,  and  was  feledled 
to  raife,  form,  and  difcipline  the  iff: 
regiment  of  light-horfe,  which  bore 
his  name.  Having  gone  through 
various  departments  in  different  fer- 
vices  with  the  greatcft  marks  of 
bravery  and  military  knowledge,  in 
1775  he  was  appointed  commander 
in  chief  in  Ireland,  which  he  foon 
•relinquiflied,  and  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  Gibraltar,  in  a  for¬ 
tunate  hour  for  the  fafety  of  that  im- 
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portant  fortrefs ;  where  he,  by  a  cool 
and  temperate  demeanour,  main¬ 
tained-  his  ftation  for  three  years  of 
conftant  inveftment,  in  which  all  the 
powers  of  Spain  were  employed, 
ana  where  he  never  fpent  his  am¬ 
munition  in  ufelefs  parade,  but  feiz- 
ed  on  the  proper  moment,  with  the 
keened;  perfpedlion,  to  make  his  at¬ 
tack  with  fuccefs,  which  ever  crown¬ 
ed  his  endeavours.  All  the  eyes  of 
Europe  were  on  this  garrifon ;  and 
his  conduct  as  juflly  exalted  him  to 
the  mod:  elevated  rank  in  the  mili- 
tary  annals  of  the  day.  On  his  re¬ 
turn  to  England,  the  gratitude  of 
the  Britifh  fenate  was  as  forward  as 
the  publjc  voice  in  giving  him  that 
diffinguifhed  mark  his  merit  de- 
ferved,  to  which  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  add  that  of  the  peerage, 
by  the  title  of  lord  Heathfield,  baron 
Gibraltar,  on  June  14,  1 787,  and 
permitting  his  lordihip  to  take  alfo 
the  arms  of  the  fortrefs  he  had  fo 
bravely  defended,  to  perpetuate  to 
futurity  his  noble  condudl.— He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  fir  Fran¬ 
cis  Drake,  of  Devonshire,  and  had 
by  her  (who  died  iff  1769)  Francis 
Anguitus,  now  lord  Heathfield,  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  of  the  6th  regiment 
of  horfe. 

Lady  Anne  Paterfon,  relidl  of 
fir' John  Paterfon,  bart.- of  Eccles, 
near  Kelfo,  and  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Marchmont. 

Sir  Tho.  Geo.  Shjpvvith,  bart.  the 
title  is  luppofed  to'  defcend  to  a 
relation  in  Virginia. 

Sir  Peter  Heyman,  bart.  of  So¬ 
me  rfield,  Kent.  Fie  was  formerly  in 
the  navy;  and  at  the  age  of  17 
married  Mifs  Kempe,  daughter  and 

foie  heirefs  of - :: — Kempe,  efq.  of 

Plymouth,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  who,  as  well  as  his  lady, 
are  long  fince  dead ;  and  he  leaving 
no  ifl'ue,  the  title  devolves  to  the 
f  Rev. 
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Rev.  Henry  Pixe  Hey  man,  M.  A.  of 
Canterbury,  fellow  of  Emanuel  col- 
ledge,  Cambridge,  grandfon  of  bis 
father’s  fecond  brother. 

Auguft  4.  fn  the  87th  year  of 
his  age,  the  right  honourable  F ran- 
cis  North,  earl  of  Guildford,  lord 
North  and  Guildford,  treafurer  to 
the  queen’s  houiehold,  high  fteward 
of  Banbury,  and  a  vice-prefident  of 
St.  George’s  hofpital.  His  lordfhip 
was  born  April  1 3  th,  1 704,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  1729,  as  lord 
Guildford  :  October  31ft,  1734, 
fucceeded  to  the  title  of  lord  North, , 
by  the  death  of  William  lord  North 
and  Grey ;  and  on  March  8th,  1752, 
was  created  earl  of  Guildford.  His 
lordfhip  married,  June  16th,  1728, 
Lucy,  daughter  of  George  earl  of 
Halifax,  by  which  lady,  who  died 
May  7th,  1734,  he  had  iffue  Fre¬ 
derick,  the  prefent  lord  North  (now 
earl  of  Guildford),  who  was  born 
April  13th,  .1732.  By  his  fecond 
lady,  relidt  of  George  lord  vifcount 
Lewifham,  and  only  daughter  of  fir 
Arthur  Kaye,  of  Woodfome  in  Y ork- 
fhire,  bart.  he  had  three  daughters, 
whom  he  furvived,  and  a  fon,  Brown- 
low,  born  in  Jufy,  1741,  the  prefent 
bifhop  of  Winchefter.  His  fecond 
lady  died  April  21ft,  1745  >  and 
June,  1751,  his  lordfhip  married 
Anne,  relict  of  Lewis  Watfon,  earl 
of  Rockingham,  who  died  without 
ifliie  irt  December,  177 6.  , 

Katherine,  countefs  dowager  of 
Plymouth,  relift  Of  Other  Lewis, 
4th  earl,  to  whom  fhe  was  married 
in  1750.  She  was  eldeft  daughter 
of  Thomas  lord  Archer,  by  whom 
file  had  twelve, children. 

13.  At  Kirklees,  the  feat  of  fir 
George  Armitage,  bart.  his  lady, 
el  deft  daughter  of  lord  Suffield. 

.  Lady  M  a  whey,  wife  of  fir  Jofeph 


Mawbey,  bart.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  (on  the  death  of  her  bro¬ 
ther,  Jofeph  Pratt,  efq.  in  1766) 
heirefs  of  Richard  Pratt,  efq.  of 
Vauxhall,  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

In  Dublin,  lady  Blaney,  mother 
of  the  countefs  of  Clermont. 

Sept,  The  countefs  of  Claren¬ 
don. 

Archibald  lord  vifcount  Gosford, 
baron  Gosford,  of  Market  drill,  ba¬ 
ronet  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  one  of 
his  majefty’s  molt  honourable  privy 
council.  His  iordfnip  was  born  in 
the  year  1718,  and  chofen  M.P. 
for  the  univerfity  of  Dublin  in  1 741. 
He  fucceeded  his  father,  the  late  fir 
Arthur  Achefon,  in  title  and  eftate 
in  1748.  In  1761,  lie  was  chofen 
to  reprefent  the  county  of  Armagh; 
and  in  1770,  during  the  admini- 
ftration  of  lord  Townfend,  he  was 
made  a  privy  counfellor.  On  July 
20,  1 776,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
peerage, ''by  the  title  of  baron  Gos¬ 
ford,  of  Market-hill ;  and  in  the 
year  1785  was  created  vifcount 
Gosford. —  In  1740  he  married 
Mary,  youngeft  daughter  of  Jonn 
Richardfon,  efq.  ofRichill,  county 
of  Armagh;  and.  by  her  ladyllnp, 
who  is  ftill  living,  he  has  left  the 
following  furviving  iifue :  one  ion, 
the  hon.  Arthur  Achefon,  member 
in  the .  prefent  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Old  Leighlin,  and  now 
lord  vifcount  Gosford ;  and  fix: 
daughters :  Anna-Maria,  married 
to  the  Rev.  Henry  Maxwell  ;  Ni¬ 
cola,  to  Michael  Obins,  efq.  of  Port- 
ad  own;  Julia-Henrietta,  to  Alex, 
Mac  Aulay,  efq  of  Glenville  ;  Lu¬ 
cinda,  to  Jeremiah  French,  efq,; 
Mary,  to  Hugh  Montgomery,  efq. 
of  Caftle  Hume;  and  Sophia,  bn > 
married. 

The  lady  of  fir  John  Grde,  bart. 
[  ^2  ]  .  ’  jrJon* 
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Hon.  lieut.  gen.  Philip  Sherard. 
He  commanded  as  major-general  in 
the  campaign  of  1762,  and  ac¬ 
quired  great  credit  in  the  affair  of 
Brucker  Muhl,  where  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  ill  regiment  of  Britifh 
guards. 

At  his  houfe  in  Pall-mall,  his 
royal  highnefs  prince  Henry- Fre¬ 
derick,  duke  of  Cumberland  and 
Strathern,  earl  of  Dublin,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  knight  of  the  mod  honourable 
order  of  the  garter,  one  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  molt  honourable  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  an  admiral  of  the  white,  and 
ranger  of  Windfor  Great  Park.  His 
royal  highnefs  was  born  Nov.  7th, 
1745  ;  and  was  created  an  admiral 
in  1788.  He  married  the  honour¬ 
able  Anne  Horton,  widow  of  Chrif- 
topher  Horton,  efq.  daughter  of  the 
late,  and  filter  of  the  prefent  earl  of 
Carhampton,  by  whom  he  has  left 
no  iffue, — After  laying  in  ftate  two 
days,  the  body  was  depofited,  with 
great  Iclemnity  and  pomp,  in  the 
vault  of  the  chapel  of  Henry  the 
VHth,  in  Weltminiter-abbey,  on 
the  28th  inftant,  at  ten  o’clock  at 
night. 

23.  At  his  feat  at  Twickenham, 
after  a  long  and  painful  illne fs,  the 
moft  noble  William  Graham,  duke, 
marquis,  and  earl  of  Montrofe,  mar¬ 
quis  and  baron  Graham,  Dundaff, 
Kincarn,  Mindock,  and  Kin^bor,  in 
Scotland,  and  earl  and  ba/on  Gra-t 
ham  of  Belford,  county /if  North¬ 
umberland,  in  England.*—  His  grace 
married,  in  October,  1742,  Lucy 
Manners,  daughter  of  John  fecond 
duke  of  Rutland,  by  whom  (who 
died  June  18th,  1780)  he  had  iffue, 
one,  James,  marquis  Graham,  born 
.February  8th,  1755  (married,  firft, 
March  5th,  1785,  Jemima  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Afh- 
burnham,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  a 


fon,  born  September  4th,  1786:  the 
marchionefs  died  fourteen  days  af¬ 
ter  fhe  was  delivered,  and  the  child 
died  April  23d,  1787  ;  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  married,  fecondjy,  July,  1790, 
lady  Caroline  Maria  Montagu, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  late,  and  fil¬ 
ter  to  the  prefent  dufte  of  Manchef- 
ter)  ; — 2.  Lucy,  born  July,  1751, 
and  married  June,  1771,  to  Archi¬ 
bald  Douglas,  efq.  now  lord  Dou¬ 
glas  of  Douglas,  and  heir  to  the  late 
duke  of  Douglas,  by  whom  fhe  has 
iffue.  His  grace  had  loft  his  eyer 
fight  many  years  before  his  death. 
He  is  fucceeded  in  his  titles  and 
eilates  by  his  only  fon  James,  mar-, 
quis  Graham. 

Sir  John ’Moore,  bart.  He  is. 
fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by  his 
only  brother,  now  ffrThomas  Moore, 
bart. 

Honourable  Mrs.  Eliza  Gran¬ 
ville,  daughter  of  the  late  celebrat¬ 
ed  vifcount  Lanfdowne,  aunt  to  the 
marquis  of  Bath. 

O&ober.  In  his  65th  year,  Ed¬ 
ward  Harley  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  lord  Harley,  a  lord 
of  the  bed-chamber  to  his  majefty, 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Rad¬ 
nor,  one  of  the  curators  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Mufeum,  LL.D.  and  F.  R.  S: 
He  was  born  September  2d,  1726; 
and  was  married,  in  175 1,  to  Mifs 
Sufannah  Archer,  who  is  now  liv¬ 
ing.  Not  having  any  iffue,  his 
lordlhip  will  be  fucceeded  in  titles 
and  efiates  by  his  nephew  Edward 
Harley,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  his  lord-, 
fhip’s  late  brother,  the  bilhop  of 
Hereford. 

Sir  James  Wemyfs,  bart.  of  Bo¬ 
gie-. 

Sir  Tho.  Barnewell,  bart. 

.  The  right  honourable  dowager, 
vifcountefs  Wallingford,  aunt  to  the 
prefent  earl  of  Banbury,  afid  daugh- 
'  ^  ter 
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ter  of  John  Law,  efq.  (who  was 
comptroller-general  of  the  finances 
of  France  in  1719)  by  lady  Ca¬ 
therine  Knollys,  daughter  of  Nicho¬ 
las  earl  of  Banbury.  Her  late  huf- 
band  William  vifcount  Wallingford, 
was  her  coufm-german,  being  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Charles  the  fourth  earl 
of  Banbury,  and  major  in  the  firft 
troop  of  horfe-guards,  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Banbury,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  deceafe  a  patent  was 
making  out  to  call  him  up  to  the 
Jioufe  of  peers,  his  father,  the  earl  of 
Banbury,  being  then  living.  She 
furvived  her  hulband  (by  whom  fhe 
had  no  ifiue)  fifty  years. 

Novemb.  In  his  71  ft  year,  right 
honourable  lord  James  Manners, 
youngeft  brother  to  the  late  John 
duke  of  Rutland,  uncle  to  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  marquis  of  Granby,  and 
great  uncle  to  the  laft  duke. 

Sir  Hildebrand  Jacob,  bart. 

Aged  90,  Mrs.  Barbara  Slingfby, 
a  maiden  lady,  aunt  to  lir  Thomas 
Turner  Slinglby,  bart. 

The  honourable  John  George 
Montagu,  eldeft  fon  of  lord  vifcount 
Hinchinbrook,  and  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Huntingdon. 

Dorothy  vifcountefs  Lifeurne,  re¬ 
lift  of  John  fecond  vifcount,  by 
whofe  death  a  large  property  in  that 
county  devolves  to  his  nephew  Wil- 
mot,  the  prefent  vifcount.  She  was 
daughter  of  Richard  Hill,  efq.  of 
Henblas,  county  of  Montgomery; 
married  1725,  and  had  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  born  1727,  and  fince  deceafed. 

Decemb.  In  his  91ft  year,  right 
honourable  John  Bourke,  earl  of 
Mayo.  He  was  fon  of  Richard 
Bourke,  LL.D.  who  died  in  1727, 
and  was  created  baron  Naas,  of 
Naasr  county  of  Kildare,  1 776,  vif¬ 
count  Mayo,  1781,  and  earl  of  the 
tounty  of  Mayo,  1785.  He  mar¬ 


ried  Mary,  daughter  of  the  right 
honourable  Jofeph  Deane,  lord  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer,  and  by  her, 
who  died  in  1774,  had  feven  daugh¬ 
ters,  now  all  deceafed,  and  three 
fons ;  the  eldeft  and  three  youngeft 
daughters  died  young ;  the  fecond, 
John,  vifcount  Naas,  fucceeds  to  his 
title  and  eftate;  and  the  third,  Jo¬ 
feph  Deane,  bifhop  of  Leigh! in  and 
Ferns,  1772,  was  tranflated  to  the 
archbiftioprick  of  Tuam,  1782. 

The  moft  noble  Jane  duchefs  of 
Athol.  She  was  filter  to  lord  Cath- 
cart,  and  married  to  the  duke  of 
Athol  Dec.  26th,  1774.  by  whom 
flie  has  had  iftue  four  fons  and  four 
daughters. 

The  lady  of  fir  Nigel  Bowyer 
Grefley,  bart.  of  Drakelow,  county 
of  Derby.  She  was  the  only  daugh¬ 
ter  and  heirefs  of  the  late  fir  Tho¬ 
mas  Grefley,  bart.  of  that  place, 
and  was  married  to  his  nephew,  the 
prefent  baronet,  about  the  year 
1776. 

Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  bart.,  M.  P. 
in  the  laft:  and  prefent  parliaments 
for  Camelford,  Wilts.  He  was  for¬ 
merly  an  eminent  chemift  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  fucceeded  to  the  baronet¬ 
age  on  the  death  of  the  laft  baronet, 
of  Mochrum,  in  Scotland,  fo  creat¬ 
ed  in  1630. 

■  . .  ■  ■  ■  ■"  ■  . . .  1  * 

SHERIFF  S  appointed  by  his 

MajeJiy  in  Council ,  for  the  Tear 

1 790  ;  viz, 

Berks.  Al.  Cobham,  of  Shinfield 
Place,  efq. 

Bucks.  John  Hicks,  of  Bradden- 
ham,  efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon ,  T„ 
Ground,  of  Wittlefea,  efq. 

Cumberl.  W.  Brown?,  of  TaL 
Ientire-hall,  efq. 

{  3  ]  Ghejhire. 
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Chejhire.  John  Arden,  of  Arden, 

efq.  ‘ 

Devonp.  Peter  P  erring,  ofHal- 
berton,  efq. 

Dorfetp.  H.  W.  Fitch,  of  High 
Hall,  efq. 

Derby fi.  T.  Wilfon,.  of  Derby, 

efq.  • 

EJfex.  T.  Nottage,  of  Booking, 
efq. 

Gloucefierp.  J.  Blagdon  Hale,  of 
Alderley,  efq. 

Herts .  S.  R.  Gauffen,  of  North 
Mims,  efq. 

Herefordjhire,  John  Cotterell,  of 
Garnons,  efq. 

Kent .  Leo.  Bartholomew,  of  Ad¬ 
dington,  efq. 

Leicefterp.  E.  Hartop  Wigley, 
of  Little  Dalby,  efq. 

Lincolnjb .  Sir  T.  Whichcote,  of 
Afwarby,  bart. 

Monmouthpire.  W.  Dinwoody,  of 
Abergavenny,  efq. 

Northumberland.  J.  Lowes,  of 
Ridley-hall,  efq. 

Northampton]}) .  J.'  Erekev Willes, 
of  Aiflgop,  efq. 

Norfolk .  James.  Pell,  of  Snare-hill, 
efq. 

Nottinghamp.  G.  Chawovth,  of 
Anneiley,  efq. 

Oxford.  David  Fell,  of  Caver- 
fham,  e  q. 

Rutlandjh.  H.  O’Brien,  of  Tix- 
over,  efq. 

Salop. .  St.  J.  Charlton,  of  Charl¬ 
ton,  efq. 

Somerfetp.  J.  Stephenfon,  of  Bay- 
ford,  efq. 

Staffer  dp.  J.  Sparrow,  of  Bilh- 
ton,  efq. 

Suffolk.  Miles  Barne,  of  Satter- 
ley,  efq. 

Co.  Southampton.  G.  Dacre,  jun. 
of  Marwell,  efq. 
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Surrey.  $.  Long,  of  Carfhalten, 
efq. 

Suffex.  H.  Manning,  of  South- 
over,  efq. 

W arwickpire.  H.  Clay,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  efq. 

Worcefferp.  Ph.  Grefley,  of  Sal- 
war  pe  Court,  efq. 

Wiltpire.  Gifford  Warrener,  of 
Conock,  efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Caernt.  W.  Paxton,  of  Middle- 
ton-hall,  efq.  „  ' 

Pemb.  W.  Philips,  of  Hill,  efq. 

Car  dig.  Matt.  Davies,  of  Wi- 
leirog,  efq. 

Glam.  W.  Lewis,  of  Greenmea- 
dow,  efq. 

Brecon.  S.  Hughes,  of  Tregun? 
ter,  efq. 

Radn.  F.  Garbet,  of  Knill,  efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefey.  T.  Williams,  of  Lani- 
dan,  efq. 

Camara).  R.  Lloyd,  of  Geffelgy- 
farch,  efq. 

Merioneth.  J.  Wynn  Pugh,  of 
Garthmaelen,  efq. 

Montgomeryp.  Maurice  Stephens, 
of  Birthdw,  efq. 

Denbigh.  E.  Lloyd,  of  Cefn,  efq, 

Flintjhire.  C.  Brown,  of  Llwyne- 
grin,  efq. 


SHERIFF  appointed  by  his  Royal 
highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  in 
Council, ,  for  the  Tear  1790. 

County  of  Cornwall.  R.  Hichens, 
of  Poltair,  efq.  , 
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Dr.  J  ohnfon’u  Monument . 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  friends  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon,  held  at  Thomas’s 
tavern,  in  Dover-dreet,  purfuant  to 
public  advertifement,  on  Tuefday, 
January  5  th,  179 b. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  bart.  in  the  chair. 
The  following'  refolutions  were 
entered  into : 

J.  That  a'  fum  of  fix  hundred 
guineas  will  be  requifite  to  eredt  a 
monument,  in  Weftminder- Abbey, 
to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Samuel  John¬ 
fon;  confiding  of  a  Engle  datue, 
according  to  the  plan  and  edimate 
made  by  Mr.  Bacon,  fculptor,  and 
approved  of  by  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds. 

II.  That  the  meafures  which  have 
hitherto  been  taken  -to  procure  fub- 
fcriptions  for  this  purpofe  have  prov¬ 
ed  ineffedlual ;  the  total  amount  of 
the  fums  already  received  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  two  hundred  pounds. 

III.  That  a  committee  of  eight 
perfons  be  appointed  (of  which  fir 
William  Scott  and  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds,  the  furviving  executors  of 
Dr,  Johnfon,  fhall  be  two),  to  con- 
fider  of  the  mod  proper  meafures  to 
be  taken  to  procure  contributions 
to  effedluate  fo  defirable  an  objedt ; 
and  that  the  faid  committee  be  re- 
queded  to  apply,  by  letter,  in  the 
names  of  any  four  of  them,  to  fuch 


perfons  as  may  be  thought  likely  to 
aid  and  patronize  this  undertaking. 

IV.  That  the  following  fix  gen¬ 
tlemen,  in  conjundUon  with  Dr. 
Johnfon’s  two  furviving  executors, 
be  the  committee : 

Sir  Joseph  Banks,  bart. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Windham; 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Ed.  Burke, 

Edmond  Malone,  efq.  • 

Philip  Metcalf,  efq.  and, 

•  Jam.es  Boswell,  efq. 

V.  That  the  foregoing  refolu¬ 
tions  be  pubiidied  in  the  news* 
papers. 

VI.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet- 
ing  be  given  to  the  chairman. 

Joseph  Banks. 


Report  of  perfons  appointed  by  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  infpect  the  federal  Houfes  and 
other  Buildings  immediately  joining 
to  Wedminder-hall,  and  the  tnvo 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  ‘  and  the  Of¬ 
fices  thereto  belonging,  &c.  • *  1 

-  .  .  .  i 

T  N  obedience  to  your  refolution 

I  of  the  1 7  th  indant,  that  \ve  fhould 
infpedl  all  the  buildings  of  the  houfe 
of  lords,  the  houfe  of  comrAons,  of¬ 
fice  of  exchequer,  the  different  of¬ 
fices  belonging  to  the  fame,  and  the 
other  buildings  contiguous  to  Wed- 
minder-hall,  and  to  report  our  opi- 
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nion  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fame, 
and  their  fecurity  from  fire  and  other 
accidents;  vve  beg  leave  to  make_ 
the  fo! lowing  report,  in  which  we 
are  unanimous,  after  having  infpeft- 
ed  the  fame  with  care  and  atten¬ 
tion. 

The  houfe  of  lords,  prince’s  cham¬ 
ber,  and  painted  chamber,  are  build¬ 
ings  of  great  antiquity,  in  many 
parts  defective;  and  have  been  al¬ 
tered  and  repaired  fo  very  much, 
from  time  to  time,  that,  though 
they  may  Hand  many  years,  are  in¬ 
capable  of  ufeful  repair  and  im¬ 
provement  ;  and  there  are  cellars 
under  the  whole,  varioufiy  occupied, 
only  ore  of  which  is  lecured  by 
arches  from  the  communication  of 
fire.  All  the  buildings  eaft  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  are  in  fo  bad  a  ftate, 
that  many  of  them  are  in  immediate 
danger  cf  falling  down,  and  are 
therefore  unoccupied  and  fhut  up  ; 
and  the  others  would  cod  more  to 
repair  than  rebuild  them.  The  build¬ 
ing  weft  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  con¬ 
taining  the  entrance  thereto,  and  the 
flai  cafe  and  committee  room,  is  a 
fubftantial  modern  building  ;  and  the 
other  buildings  adjoining,  comprif- 
ing  the  paffages,  black  rod  and 
privy  feal  rooms,  are  part  built  with 
timber,  liable  to  rapid  decay,  and 
accidents  from  fire ;  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  extremely  old  and  ruin¬ 
ous. 

The  houfe  of  commons,  though 
an  ancient  building,  has  been  fo 
continually  repaired,  that  it  is  in  a 
ftate  to  remain  a  great  many  years  ; 
but  is  fo  conne&ed  with  the  auditor 
of  the  exchequer’s  houfe  and  offices, 
and  furrounded  by  a  great  number 
of  other  buildings,  applied  to  va¬ 
rious  pu  poies,  and  in  various  occu¬ 
pations,  as  to  expo fe  the  whole  to  a 
general  conflagration,  fliould  an  ac¬ 


cidental  fire  happen  in  any  one  of 
them. 

The  dwelling-houfe  in  Cotton- 
garden,  belonging  to  the  principal 
clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  com¬ 
municating  therewith,  erected  with¬ 
in  thirty  years  paft,  is  defective  in 
feveral  places,  from  the  infecurity 
of  the  foundations. 

The  buildings  eaft  ofWeftmin- 
fter-hall,  between  it  and  the  river, 
are  the  pell-oifice  and  chambers  over 
it  in  the  eaft  tower,  and  the  offices 
of  the  exchequer,  contiguous  and 
connected  with  the  hall,  and  fituate 
between  New  Palace-yard  and  St. 
Stephen’s  court :  thofe  of  the  four 
tellers  are  moft  inconveniently  ar¬ 
ranged,  and  liable  to  immediate  de- 
ftruftion  in  c afe  of  fire,  being  placed 
in  the  upper  ftory,  without  any  walls 
of  divifion,  or  arched  floors ;  are  fe- 
parated  only  by  timber  partitions/ 
furrounded  by  combuftible  build¬ 
ings,  ftables,  coach-houfes,  hay -lofts, 
fervants  lodging-rooms,  and  kit¬ 
chens  :  the  dutchy  court  of  Lan- 
cafter,  a  flight  buildingof  one  room, 
and  over  it  the  dutchy  chamber, 
with  garrets  above;  the  kitchen  of 
the  clerk  to  the  deputy  uffier  of  the 
exchequer,  alow  fhed,  between  thefe 
rooms  and  the  eafternmoft  tower, 
and  immediately  connefted  with 
them.  The  houfe  inhabited  by  the 
ufher  of  the  exchequer,  in  New  Pa¬ 
lace-yard,  eaftward  of  the  dutchy 
court  of  Lancafter,  has  a  brick  front, 
and  its  rear  is  entirely  of  timber, 
lathed  and  plaiftered,  forming  two 
fides  of  a  narrow  court,  from  which 
it  receives  light,  and  which  commu¬ 
nicates  with  the  windows  of  the 
tellers  office,  cafh  rooms,  and  of  the 
dutchy  court;  and  moft  of  the 
kitchen  offices  belonging  to  the  de- 
puty-ulher  and  his  clerk,  are  im¬ 
mediately  under  thofe  offices,  and 
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the  {"mail  wood  ftaircafes  in  the 
centre  of  them,  and  leading  thereto. 

The  buildings  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
New  Palace-yard,  from  the  king’s 
bridge  or  water-gate,  to  the  houfe 
in  pofleffion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  tenant 
to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  as 
teller  of  the  exchequer,  contain  the 
late  cofferer’s  office,  the  office  of 
the  auditor  of  the  land  revenue,  the 
lottery  office,  the  examiner’s  office, 
the  tellers  for  the  payment  of  Ame¬ 
rican  claims,  the  pells  American  of¬ 
fice,  the  exchequer-bill  book-binders 
office,  the  office  of  the  auditor  of 
the  principality  of  Wales,  the  an¬ 
nuity  pell -office,  the  firlt  and  fecond 
annuity  offices,  and  the  14  per  cent, 
annuity  office,  which  are  principally 
conftruded  with  timber,  lath  and 
plaiftered,  or  weather-boarded ;  in 
many  places  propt  up,  and  in  others 
contiguous  to  low  lheds,  equally 
eombuftible.  The  adjoining  building 
fouthward  is  Mr.  Roberts’s  houfe, 
which,  with  the  garden,  occupies  all 
the  fpace  from  St.  Stephen’s  court 
to  the  river,  and  is  immediately  con- 
nedled  with  the  laft-mentioned  of¬ 
fices  ;  it  has  been  lately  repaired, 
and  fome  additional  fmall  buildings 
erected  thereto.  The  next  houfe, 
adjoining  fouthward  to  the  laft-men¬ 
tioned,  belongs  to  lord  vifeount  Bay- 
ham  as  teller  of  the  exchequer  ;  the 
buildings  and  garden  likevvife  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  Thames,  and  are  at  pre- 
fent  unoccupied,  being  in  a  very  di¬ 
lapidated  ftate. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  St.  Stephen’s 
court,  again  ft  the  eaft  wall  of  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  are  the  coach-houfes 
and  ftables  of  the  auditor  of  the 
exchequer,  having  hay -lofts  and 
fervants  lodging-rooms  over  them, 
which  adjoin  to  and  come  clofe  un¬ 
der  the  windows  of  the  office  and 

caftvreom  of  one  of  the  tellers.  On 
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the  fouth  of  this  court  is  the  auditor 
of  the  exchequer’s  houfe,  extending 
fouthward  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  under  part  of  it;  the  garden 
extends  to  the  river.  The  buildings 
are  fubftantial,  and  extend  under 
two  of  the  committee-rooms  of  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

The  court  of  exchequer,  and  ex* 
chequer  chamber,  contiguous  to,  and 
conneded  with,  Weftminfter-hall, 
are  very  old,  but  not  in  a  ftate  of 
adual  ruin.  On  the  ground -floor, 
under  the  court  of  exchequer,  is  the 
cuftos  brevium  of  the  court  of  com¬ 
mon  pleas,  and  treafurer’s  office  be¬ 
longing;  the  deling  and  walls  of 
them  are  lined  with  deal,  are  infe- 
cure  from  ixre,  and  very  damp.  Ad¬ 
joining  weft  ward  to  thefe,  and  pro- 
jeding  into  the  ftreet,  to  the  great 
obftrudion  and  imminent  danger  of 
perfons  and  carriages  paffimg  to  and 
from  the  houfes  of  parliament,  is  ii- 
tuated  an  old  brick  building,  occu¬ 
pied  on  the  ground-floor  by  the  de- 
puty-ufner  of  the  court  of  exchequer, 
moft  of  his  rooms  containing  a  fire¬ 
place,  and  the  cielings  are  flat  and 
low;  over  thefe,  on  the  one-pair  of 
ftairs,  is  the  king’s  remembrancer’s 
office,  and  over  that  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  office.  We  underftand,  that,  fo 
long  ago  as  the  palling  of  the  ad  of 
parliament  for  building  Weftminfter 
bridge,  a  claufe  was  inferted,  em¬ 
powering  the  commiffioners  under 
that  ad  to  remove  this  nuifance, 
the  roof  of  which  is  immediately 
conneded  with  the  court  of  ex¬ 
chequer.  The  public-houfe«  and  cof- 
fee-houfes  on  the  fouth  fide  of  New 
palace-yard,  immediately  adjoining 
the  cuftos  brevium  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  are  particularly  dan¬ 
gerous,  as  they  have  feveral  chim- 
nies  and  coppers ;  the  roofs  are  un¬ 
der,  and  clofe  to,  the  windows  of 
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the  cuflos  brevium,  and  forne  of 
them  covered  with  iail-cloth  pitch¬ 
ed  ;  the  fmoke  of  one  of  the  chim- 
nies  is  conveyed  by  a  flight  tin  fun¬ 
nel,  and,  as  well  as  the  flues,  are 
near  the  windows  of  Weftminfter- 
Iiall,  of  the  towers,  and  of  the  court 
of  exchequer. 

Next  to  St.Margaret’s-jftreet,  and 
adjoining  fouthward  to  the  old  brick 
building  before- mentioned,  is  a 
building  of  the  fame  kind,  contain¬ 
ing  the  tally  office,  being  a  depofi- 
tary  for  the  tallies  belonging  to  the 
exchequer.  Adjoining  fouthward 
thereto  is  the  coach-houfe  for  the 
judges,  a  flight  timber-building,  co¬ 
vered  with  tiles. 

The  ftone  building  next  St.  Mar¬ 
garet  ftreet,  comprizing  commit¬ 
tee-rooms,  and  other  apartments  oc¬ 
cupied  by  officers  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  cuflos  brevium  of  the  court 
of  king’s  bench,  and  the  exchequer 
bill  office,  is  of  recent  date,  and 
very  fubftantial.  Behind  that  build¬ 
ing,  and  contiguous  to  Weflminfler- 
hali,  are  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
judges  chambers,  and  record  office, 
which  are  in  tolerably  good  condi¬ 
tion  ;  to  them  are  annexed  fundry 
excrefcences,  moftly  of  timber,  which 
fhould  be  removed,  as  they  increWe 

the  danger  of  fire  and  its  communi- 

.  w 

cation  . 

The  court  of  requefls  is  in  itfelf 
a  fecure  fubftantial  building,  but 
communicates  with,  and  is  furround- 
ed  611  the  fouth  and  weft  by,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  houfes,  which  aie  private 
property,  part  of  them  timber ; 
which  rrmft  very  much  endanger  the 
whole  as  long  as  they  remain. 

We  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  this 
honourable  committee,  that,  from  the 
very  circumftantial  detail  we  have 
entered  into  of  the  ftate  of  the  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  buildings  which 


the  committee  requefted  we  might 
examine,  it  is  almofl  fuperfluous  and 
unneceffary  to  declare  our  unani¬ 
mous  opinion,  that  the  Hazard  they 
have  been,  and  ftill  are,  expofed  to 
from  fire,  are  fo  great,  that  we  can¬ 
not  help  being  aftonifhed  at  their 
having  fo  long  arfd  fo  happily 
efcaped  (with  but  one  late  and  for¬ 
tunate  exception)  from  the  moft 
imminent  danger.  Unprotedted  by 
walls  of  either  brick  or  ftone,con- 
nedted  and  joined  together  by  board¬ 
ed  or  lath  and  plaiftered  partitions ; 
with  iron  bars  to  defend  the  win¬ 
dows  of  the  moft  corifequential  of¬ 
fices,  which  ferve  to  attradt  the 
lightning,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  their 
valuable  contents,  with  funnels  and 
chimnies  running  into  old  decayed 
piers,  in  the  very  bofom  of  thefe 
combuftible  materials,  in  many  of 
which  fire  from  a  negledled  chim¬ 
ney  might  confume  the  whole ;  with¬ 
out  the  poffibility  of  bringing  fuf- 
ficient  water  to  extinguifhthe  flames, 
fuch  aid  being  hitherto  overlooked, 
or  deemed  unneceflary,  and  not 
more  than  one  engine  kept  near  the 
moft  eflential  offices  in  this  king¬ 
dom.  All  which  is  humbly  fub- 
mitted. 

Robt.  Adam, 

Geo.  Dance, 

J.  P.  Cockerell, 

H.  Holland, 

John  Yenn, 

John  Soane, 

Robt.  Browne, 

Tho.  Ti  ldesley, 

John  WoolfE,  Jun. 

R.  Adam,  for  R.  Mylne. 
Thos.  Fulling,  ' 

Cha.  Alex.  Qraig, 
James  W vATt. 

20th  July, 

1783. 
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Particulars  ref  petting  the  lajl  Illhefs 
and  Death  of  the  Emperor. 

ON  the  5th  of  February  very 
unfavourable  fymptoms  began 
to  alarm  his  phylicians. 

On  the  6th  his  majefty  was 
thought  to  be  rather  better.  Dr. 
Querin,  his  firft  phyfician,  was  creat¬ 
ed  a  baron  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  his 
majefty’s  confidence  in  his  fkill,  re¬ 
ceived  a  prefent  of  ten  thoufand 
florins. 

It  was  on  the  7th  that  the  emperor 
was  made  fully  acquainted  with  the 
dangfer  of  his  diforder.  It  was  on  that 
day  that  the  emperor  fent  for  Que¬ 
rin,  and  infilled  on  knowing  the 
do&or’s  real  opinion  of  his  cafe. 
The  dodlor  replied,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  “  Sire,  your  diforder  is 
incurable.” — The  monarch,  feem- 
ingly  not  at  all  afredted,  faid,  “  I 
have  mighty  affairs  on  my  mind 
that  I  wilh  to  fettle.  Do  you  think 
I  may  be  able  to  hold  cut  a  few 
weeks  longer?” — 1 “  Your  majefty 
may,  it  is  pojfhle faid  the  dodlor  ; 
u  but  fuch  is  the  nature  of  your 
complaint,  that  I  fhould  conceal 
from  your  majeily  the  truth,  if  I  did 
not  tell  you,  'that,  in  cafes  like 
yours,  the  patients  are  every  minute 
in  danger  of  being  carried  off.” — 
The  emperor,  on  hearing  this,  was 
filent  for  fome  moments.  He  then 
figned  a  difpatch  which  his  minif- 
ters  had  prepared  for  him.  It  was 
diredled  to  his  brother,  the  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany:  the  objedt  was, 
to  apprize  his  brother  of  his  ap¬ 
proaching  dilTolution,  and  to  prefs 
his  highnefs’s  prefence  at  Vienna. 
The  difpatch  was  inftantly  fent  off. 

A  fhort  time  after  this  interview, 
the  emperor  feemed  more  compofed, 
and  inclined  to  reft. 

He  continued  for  fome  days  in  a 


ftate  of  great  compofure,  did  bufi- 
nels  with  his  five  fecretaries,  rofe  in 
the  morning,  was  drefied,  and  walk¬ 
ed  about ;  but  his  cough  was  fre¬ 
quently  violent,  and  at  thofe  times 
he  feemed  in  danger  of  fuffocation. 

On  the  13th  he  received  the  holy 
facrament  in  the  royal  apartments; 
at  which  time  he  qalled  all  his  fe¬ 
cretaries  before  him,  ipoke  to  each 
with.  great  condefcenfion,  recom¬ 
mending  fidelity  in  their  feveral  de¬ 
partments  to  his  fucceffor,  and,  as 
a  proof  of  his  approbation  of  their 
condudl  to  himfelf,  ordered  each  a 
thoufand  ducats. 

On  the  14th  ne  continued  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  contemplative  ferenity 
in  which  he  had  remained  for  feme 
days  before.  But  on  the  15th  he 
grew  vvorfe ;  and  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  being  thought  by  his  phy- 
ficians  to  be  in  great  danger,  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  extreme  unttion. 

On  the  1 6th  he  ftill  continued 
ftruggling  with  death,  as  loath  to 
leave  a  country  eonvulfed  and  em- 
barralfed  as  his  dominions  were, 
without  being  able  to  recommend 
to  his  fucceffor  any  praflicableplan 
for  their  arrangement. 

On  the  1 7  th  his  favourite  niece,  the 
archduchels  Elizabeth,  who  did  not 
expedl  to  be  delivered  till  March, 
being  an  eye-vvitnefs  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  emperor’s  death, 
was  fuddenly  taken  in  labour  in  the 
morning ;  at  fix  in  the  evening  fhe 
was  feized  with  ftrong  convulfions; 
at  nine  was  delivered ;  and  at  fix 
next  morning  expired. 

The  emperor,  who  had  a  truly 
paternal  affedlion  for  this  amiable 
princefs,  whom  he  himielf  had  cho- 
fen  as  a  fit  confort  for  his  nephew, 
was  inceflantly  making  enquiries  af¬ 
ter  her  health,  after  hearing  fhe  was 
in  labour  5  and  it  was  thought  pro¬ 
per 
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per  at  laft,  that  his  majefty’s  con- 
fefi'or  fhould  break  to  him  the  me¬ 
lancholy  event,  which  probably 
accelerated  his  death  by  forne 
hours. 

His  majefty,  the  day  after  the 
death  of  the  archduchefs,  fent  to 
the  countefs  de  Chancos  an  order 
for  100,000  florins,  as  a  mark  of 
gratitude  for  the  attention  which  Ihe 
had  fliewn  to  this  beloved  princefs. 
The  countefs  had  been  at  the  head 
of  her  royal  highnefsfs  houfehold. 

About  the  fame  time,  finding 
death  drawing  near,  his  majefty 
fent  for  cardinal  Migazi,  archbilhop 
of  Vienna.  When  he  arrived,  “  My 
lord,”  faid  the  Emperor,  “  my 
life  is  drawing  fail  to  an  end  :  it  is 
fit  that  I  ihould  die  in  Chriftian 
peace  with  all  men.  If  I  have  of¬ 
fended  you,  I  intreat  your  forgive- 
nefs;  and  through  you  the  forgive- 
nefs  of  all  mankind.”  <£  Sire,”  faid 
Ms  eminence,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
**  the  offences  you  have  committed 
againft  man,  your  death  will  expi¬ 
ate.  For  thofe  accountable  to  God, 
Gad  is  merciful.”  From  ten  o’clock  at 
night  on  the  19th,  till  half  after  five 
on  the  20th,  his  majefty  continued 
In  the  agonies  of  death,  and  at  that 
hour  expired,  in  the  49th  year  of 
his  age,  and  in  the  26th  year  of  his 
reign  as  emperor  of  the  Romans, 
and  the  10th  as  king  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia.  He  fucceeded  to  the 
imperial  crown,  on  the  demife  of 
his  father  Francis,  the  18th  of  Au- 
guft,  1765;  and  to  the  hereditary 
dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
on  die  death  of  his  mother  Maria 
Therefa,  Nov.  29,  1780.  He  was 
twice  married  :  firlt,  to  a  princefs 
of  Parma,  and,  again,  to  a  princefs 
of  Bavaria;  but,  having  left  no 
ilTue,  the  hereditary  honours  of  his 
houfe  devolve  on  his  brother,  Peter 


Leopold  Jofeph,  grand  duke  ctf 
Tufcany. 

Two  days  before  his  death,  he 
wrote  with  his  own  hand  a  farewell 
letter  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  who, 
it  is  faid,  lies  dangeroufly  ill.  He 
wrote  llkewife  to  prince  Potemkin; 
as  it  is  fuppofed  recommending 
peace. 


Account  of  the  miraculous  Efcape  of 

Captain  Bligh,  of  the  „  Bounty 

Sloop.' 

*  J^HIS  fhip  failed  from  England 
X  in  the  autumn  of  1787,  on  a 
voyage  to  the  Society  Iflands,  for 
bread- fruit- trees,  intended  for  our 
Weft-India  fettlements ;  in  which 
climate,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Jo¬ 
feph  Banks,  they  might  be  fuccefs- 
fully  cultivated,  and  prove  a  fucce- 
daneum  for  other  provifions  in  times 
of  fcarcity. 

The  Bounty  had  made  good  the 
object  of  her  voyage,  fo  far  as  to 
have  received  on  board  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  trees  in  various  ftages 
of  growth;  and  there  was  every 
profpedt  of  there  being  capable  of 
preservation. 

The  fhip,  thus  laden, quitted  Ota- 
heite,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1789,  and 
continued  her  courfe  in  a  wefterly 
direction,  touching  at  one  more 
ifland,  and  then  meditating  her  pro- 
grefs  through  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
towards  the  Moluccas. 

The  fhip  loft  light  of  the  Friendly 
iflands  on  the  27th  of  that  month, 
and  every  thing  like  good  order  was 
fuppofed  to  prevail  on  board;  even 
the  mid- watch  was  relieved  without 
the  leaft  apparent  diforder :  but,* *,  at 
day-break  on  the  28th,  the  cabin  of 
Captain  Bligh,  who  commanded  the 
Bounty,  was  forcibly  entered  by  the 

office? 
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officer  of  the  watch,  affixed  by  three 
others  upon  the  watch,  who  dragged 
him  inftantly  on  the  deck,  menacing 
his  life  if  he  attempted  to  fpeak. 
His  endeavours  to  exhort  and  bring 
back  the  confpirators  to  their  duty 
proved  of  no  avail.  Each  of  the  des¬ 
peradoes  was  armed  with  a  drawn 
cutlafs,  or  fixed  bayonet;  and  all  their 
mufquets  were  avowed  to  be  charged. 

Captain  'Bligh  dilcovered,  when 
he  came  upon  deck,  Several  of  the 
crew,  and  mod  of  the  officers,  pi¬ 
nioned;  and  while  he  was  thus  con¬ 
templating  their  perilous  Hate,  the 
fhip’s  boat  was  let  over  her  fide,  and 
all  who  were  not  on  the  part  of  the 
confpirators,  to  the  number  of  eigh¬ 
teen,  befides  the  Captain,  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  boat,  and  no  other 
nourilhment  afforded  to  them  than 
about  140  pounds  of  bread,  30 
pounds  of  meat,  one  gallon  and  a 
half  of  rum,  a  like  portion  of  wine, 
and  a  few  gallons  of  water.  A  corn- 
pal's  and  quadrant  were  fecured  by 
one  of  thefe  devoted  victims,  as  he 
was  ftepping  into  the  boat :  and  thus 
abandoned,  the  mutineers,  after  giv¬ 
ing  them  a  cheer,  Hood  away,  as 
they  faid.  For  Otaheite. 

The  captain,  in  this  dreadful  fi- 
tuation,  found  his  boatfwain,  car¬ 
penter,  gunner,  furgeon’s  mate,  two 
midlhipinen,  and  one  mailer’s  mate, 
with  Mr.  Nelfon  the  botanift,  and  a 
few  inferior  officers,  among  thofe 
who  were  likely  to  lhare  his  fate. 
After  a  fhort  confutation,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  £>ut  back  to 
the  Friendly  Iflands;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  they  landed  on  one  of  thefe, 
in  hopes  they  might  improve  their 
fmall  dock  of  provilions,  on  the  30th 
of  April;  but  were  driven  off  by  the 
natives  two  days  after,  and  purfued 
with  fuch  hodility,  that  one  man 
was  killed,  and  feyeral  woundod. 


-  It  was  then  deliberated,  whether 
they  fhould  return  to  Otaheite,  and 
throw  thcmfelves  011  the  clemency 
of  the  natives ;  but  the  apprehenfion 
of  falling  -in  with  the  Bounty,  de¬ 
termined  them,  with  one  affent,  to 
make  the  bed  of  their  way  to  Ti¬ 
mor  ;  and,  to  effetd  this  enterprize, 
aftonifhing  to  relate !  they  calcu¬ 
lated  the  didance  near  4000  miles ; 
and,  in  order  that  their  wretched 
fupply  of  provilions  might  endure 
till  they,  reached  the  place  of  dedi¬ 
nation,  they  agreed  to  apportion 
their  food  to  one  ounce  of  bread 
and  one  jill  of  water  a  day  for  each 
man.  .No  other  nourifnment  did 
they  receive  till  the  5  th  or  6th  of 
June,  when  they  made  the  coad  of 
New  Holland,  and  collected  a  few 
ihell-fifh  ;••  and  with  this  fcanty  re¬ 
lief  they  held  on  their  courfeto  Ti¬ 
mor,  which  they  reached  on  the 
1 2th,  after  having  been  forty-fix 
days  in  a  crazy  open  boat,  too  con¬ 
fined  in  dimenfions.  to  l'uffer  any  of 
them  to  lie  down  for  repofe,  and 
without  the  lead  awning  to  protect 
them  from  the  rain,  which  almod 
inceffantly  fell  for  forty  days.  A 
heavy  fea  and  fqually  weather,  for 
great  part  of  their  courfe,  augment¬ 
ed  their  mifery. 

The  governor  of  this  fettlement, 
which  belongs  to  the  Dutch,  afford¬ 
ed  them  every  fuccour  they  re¬ 
quired.  They  remained  here,  to 
recruit  their  ftrength  and  fpirits,  till 
the  20th  of  Augud,  when  they  pro¬ 
cured  a  vellel  to  carry  them  to  Ba¬ 
tavia.  They  reached  Batavia  on 
the  2d  of  O&ober  lad ;  and  from 
thence  captain  Bligh  and  two  of  the 
crew  embarked  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  red  of  the 
crew  were  preparing  to  follow  as 
foon  as  a  paffage  could  be  ob¬ 
tained.. 

Captain 


254]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790. 


Captain  Bbgh  reached  the  Cape 
about  the  middle  of  December ;  and 
foon  after  took  his  paffage  for  Eng¬ 
land,  which  he  reached  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  1 3th  of  March,  and  ar¬ 
rived  in  London  on  the  14th. 

The  leader  of  the  mutineers  is 
named  Fletcher  Chrikian;  a  man 
of  reipeCtable  family  and  connec¬ 
tions,  and  confidered  agoodfeaman: 
lie  was  of  the  rank  of  maker’s  mate 
of  the  Bounty,  and  ferved  regularly 
tiie  watch  from  the  time  the  fhip 
failed  from  England.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Bounty  thus  devolving 
upon  him,  there  was  no  poffibilitv 
of  defeating  his  purpofe ;  as  not  the 
leak  previous  circumkance  could  be 
traced,  from  the  tekimonies  of  the 
faithful  part  of  the  crew  after  they 
were  in  the  boat,  of  a  mutiny  be¬ 
ing  on  foot.  The  mutineers  were 
to  the  number  of  25  t  and  thofe  who 
remained  firm  to  their  duty  19; 
confequently,  had  the  llightek  fuf- 
picion  been  entertained  of  the  defign, 
it  might  have  been  eafily  frujlrated, 
as  all  the  principal  officers  remained 
faithful  to  their  commander. 

/• 

A  conjecture  not  improbable  is, 
that  the  plot  was  projected  while 
captain  Bligh  was  engaged  on  fnore 
at  Otaheite  and  other  iflands,  col¬ 
lecting  plants,  and  making  charts. 
This  officer  only  holds  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  our  navy.  His  merit 
pointed  him  out  to  the  Admiralty 
as  highly  qualified  for  this  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  dikreffes  he  lias  un¬ 
dergone  entitle  him  to  every  re¬ 
ward.  In  navigating  his  little  IkifF 
through  fo  dangerous  a  fea,  his  fea- 
man ffiip  appears  as  matchlefs  as  the 
undertaking  feems  beyond  the  verge 
of  probability. 

We  felicitate  thofe  who  were 
companions  in,  this  hazardous  voy¬ 
age,  that  in  the  prefent .  Admi¬ 


ralty  board  exiks  a  difpofition  to 
foker  and  protect  buffering  merit  5 
and  our  dock-yards,  it  is  hoped,  will 
prove  an  afylum  to  mok  of  them  to 
the  end  of  their  lives. 

We  are  forry  to  add,  that  Mr. 
Nelfon,  the  botaniit,  died  foon  after 
the  boat  reached  Timor.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  went  out  with  his  majeky’s 
particular  approval :  and  a  Secondary 
pbjedl  of  the  voyage  was  fo  colled 
curious  plants  for  the  botanic  garden 
at  Kew. 


Account  of  the  D  if  after  that  befel  his 
Majeftfs  Ship  Guardian,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Riou,  Commander . 

^  T^HJS  fhip  was  fitted  out  in  a 
moll  expensive.  manner,  and 
furnifhed  with  all  forts  of  kores 
and  provifions  for  the  new  fettle- 
ment  at  Botany-bay,  and  had  a  very 
profperous  voyage  till  ike  arrived 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
file  recruited  her  provifions,  and  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  her  live- 
llock,  beyond  any  former  prece¬ 
dent. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1789, 
being  in  lat.  440  S.  and  long.  410  30' 
E.  of  London,  the  weather  extreme¬ 
ly  foggy,  we  faw  an  ifland  of  ice 
about  three  miles  to,  the  S.  W. 
lieutenant ’Riou  gave  directions  to 
lbnd  towards  it,  in  order  to 'colled 
lumps  of  Ice  to  iupply  the  fhip  with 
vvater.  This  proceeding  was  judged 
highly  expedient,  as  the  daily  de¬ 
fend  .of  water."  was  prodigious, 
'owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  cat¬ 
tle  on  board.  As  the  fhip  ap¬ 
proached  the  ifland,  the”  boats  were 
hoiked  out  and  manned,  andTeveral 
'lumps  collected.  During  this  time 
the  fhip  lay-to,.  and  dn  the  fupply  of 
water  being  brought  ,oja  board,  fhe 

C.  at- 
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attempted  to  Hand  away.  Very  lit¬ 
tle  apprehen  lion  was  at  this  time  en¬ 
tertained  of  her  fafety,  although  the 
inonllrous  bulk  of  the  ifland  occa- 
honed  an  unfavourable  current,  and, 
in  fome  meafure,  gave  a  partial  di¬ 
rection  to  the  wind.  , 

On  a  hidden  the  bafe  of  the  illand, 
which  projefted  under  water  con- 
fiderably  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
vifible  part,  flruck  the  bow  of  the 
Ihip ;  (he  inilantly  fwung  round,  and 
her  head  cleared ;  but  her  Hern 
coming  on  the  fhoal,  flruck  repeat¬ 
edly,  and  the  fea  being  very  heavy, 
her  rudder  broke  away,  and  all  her 
works  abaft  were  fhivered.  The 
Ihip  in  this  fituation  became  in  a 
degree  embayed  under  the  terrific 
bulk  of  ice  ;  the  height,  of  which 
was  twice  that  of  the  main-mail  of 
a  Ihip  of  the  line. 

At  this  critical  moment,  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  officers  retaining  their  fpirit, 
their  example  and  vigorous  exer¬ 
tion  led  the  people  to  their  duty ; 
but  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were 
prevailed  on  to  overcome  the  firll 
panic,  and  lend  their  aliillance  to 
trim  and  fill  the  fails.  This  being 
at  laft  effected,  and  the  fore  top¬ 
gallant-fail  and  Hay-fails  between 
the  fore  and  main-mafr  being  let  on 
the  Ihip,  Ihe  began  to  forge-off,  and 
the  fame  inilant  flruck  \yitH  greater 
force,  if  poffible,  than  before,  nearly 
arbreafl  of  the  main  chains,  kept 
cralhing  for  fome  time  along  the  ice 
under  her,  and  at  lall  fhot  entirely 
clear  of  it.  The  weather  continued 
very  foggy,  and  the  wind  blowing 
Hrong,  we  foon  loft  light  of  the  ice  ; 
our  fpirits  then  gained  new  vigour, 
and  ferved  to  fupply  frefh  llrength, 
and  to  fupport  us  under  the  afflic¬ 
tions  which  were  yet  in  embryo. 

From  the  commencement  of  thefe 
misfortunes  to  this  fhort  interval  of 


better  hope,  includes  about  the  fpace 
of  half  an  hour ;  and  the  cheering 
profpeCt  again  vanilhed  as  a  fialh  of 
lightning.  ; 

At  about  a  quarter  pall  eight  the 
Carpenter  came  up  from  founding 
the  well,  and  reported  two  feet  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  hold,  and  that  it  was  in- 
creafing  very  fall.  The  pumps  were 
ordered  to  be  rigged,  and  got  to 
work,  and  all  the  officers  and.  peo¬ 
ple  joined  in  a  diligent  and  Ipirited 
compliance  therewith.  The  chain- 
pumps  were  at  firll  found  to  be  much 
out  of  order,  which  caufed  fome  de¬ 
lay.  Meantime  all  the  hands  that 
could  be  fpared  were  let  to  work 
to  clear  the  deck  of  the  cattle, 
&c.  holding  themfelves  in  reatfinefs, 
however,  to  man  the  pumps,  which 
about  nine  o’clock  were  all  at  work  j 
and  three  or  four  of  the  people  were 
left  between  decks,  to  hoiil  up,  and 
heave  overboard,  whatever  they 
could  manage.  The  water  had  at 
this  time  increafed  to  three  feet  and 
a  half,  and  was  Hill  gaining  on  all 
the  pumps.  The  ffw  hands  left  be¬ 
tween  decks  did  almoll  more  than 
their  llrength  could  be  expected  to 
effeCl :  in  the  courfe  of  half  an  hour, 
they  got  up  and  hove  overboard 
moil  of  the  bags  of  flour,  peafe, 
wheat,  barley,  &c.  received  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  befide.s  two 
hog  (heads  of  tobacco.  At  about 
ten,  water  had .  increafed  to  five 
feet. 

Since  the  firll  of  our  misfortunes, 
there  had  not  been  an  officer  or  man 
unemployed.  It  was,  however,  im- 
poffible  that  the  few  hands  we  had 
could  hold  out  much  longer,  if  em¬ 
ployed  together  ;  a  refervation  was 
therefore  made,  by  dividing  the 
whole  of  the  officers,  feamen,  con¬ 
victs,  &c.  into  two  watches,  to  re¬ 
lieve  alternately.  About  half  pad 
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ten,  the  firlt  divifion  went  to  the 
pumps  At  this  time  the  captain 
ordered  refi  elements  to  be  allotted 
■  to  each  man,  taking  particular  care 
that  the  grog  Ihould  not  be  made 
tpo  ftrong.  Every  man  received  a 
.dram  for  the  firil  fupply,  with  bif- 
cuit  and  cheefe,  which  feemed  to 
give  them  frefh  fpirits.  The  rum 
above  was  foon  nearly  expended; 
but  the  captain  thought  it  would  be 
extremely  dangerous  to  open  the 
hold  to  get  at  more,  for  fear  of  the 
men’s  getting  at  it.  Wine  and  water 
was  accordingly  given  in  lieu. 

At  midnight,  the  water  had  in¬ 
creased  to  fix  feet,  and  it  was  then 
blowing  a  very  ftrong  gale.  At 
day-break  a  few  hands  were  fet; 
about  filling  one  of  the  lower  ftud- 
ding-fails  with  oakum,  and  the  off- 
watch  were  ordered  to  £e t  it  under 
the  fhip’s  bottom,  which  was  found 
to  be  extremely  difficult.  The  leak, 
hpwever,  gained  upon  us  near  a 
foot  of  water  during  this  applica^ 
tion.  By  unwearied  exertions  at  the 
pumps  it  became  reduced,  and  con¬ 
tinued  diminishing  till  near  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  water  was  reduced 
to  only  nineteen  inches. 

At  hall  pall  eleven  we  Were,  how¬ 
ever,  unhappily  informed  that  the 
leak  had  again  gained  upon  us 
feme  indies,  and  continued  to  do  fo, 
more  or  lefs,  for  a  fhort  time.— 
Another  fail  was  then  prepared  for  a 
fecond  fothering,  which  again  en¬ 
couraged  our  hopes.  At  noon  the  wa¬ 
ter  was  27  inches,the  fhip’s  head  about 
W.  the  wind  blowing  very  hard. 

Dec.  2$.  It  Hill  continued  to 
blow  a  ftrong  gale,  the  fea  running 
extremely  high,  often  breaking  over 
the  fhip  with  great  violence.  Be¬ 
tween  one  and  three  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  fecond  fothering  was  got 


tinder  the  fhip’s  bottom.  About  tK.tr 
time  feveral  of  the  crew  becam? 
almofl  unable  to  perform  any  duty. 
The  weather  was  likewife  uncom¬ 
monly  piercing.  At  four  the  watei 
again  gained  on  us,  when  Mr.  Cle¬ 
ments  went  down  by  the  way  of  the 
rudder  into  the  gun-room,  and  from 
thence  into  the  bread  and  fpirit 
rooms,  to  endeavour  to  difeover  the 
leak,  hut  without  effect.  It  was  then 
thought  fit  to  endeavour  to  fcuttle 
the  deck  clofe  aft,  which,  being  out 
of  the  roll  of  the  water,  would  en¬ 
able  us  to  get  up  and  heave  over¬ 
board  fome  more  of  the  cargo. 

Accordingly,  the  captain,  the 
chaplain,  the  purfer,  and  two  men, 
were  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  but 
unfortunately  endeavouring  to  heave 
up  a  cafk,  it  fell  back  on  the  cap¬ 
tain,  and  bruifed  his  hand  in  lb 
flocking  a  manner,  as  to  difable 
kirn  from  giving  any  farther  af- 
fillance.  This  endeavour  was  then 
given  up,  and  all  hands  were  again 
let  to  the  pumps. 

At  five  the  water  increafed  to 
four  feet,  and  at  midnight  to  four 
feet  and  a  half.  At  this  time  the 
ilarboard  pump  became  difabled, 
from  the  wrench  breaking ;  and  the 
leak  from  that  time  gained  upon  us 
very  fall. 

At  four  in  the  morning  the  water 
was  reported  to  have  increafed  to 
fix  feet,  and.  at  fix  to  feven  feet. 
About  this  time  the  people  began 
to  break  off  occafionally  from  the 
pumps,  and  to  feciete  themielves, 
and  could  only  be  kept  to  their  duty 
by  threatening  to  have  them  thrown 
overboard.  During  the  night,  the 
fore  and  main-top-fails  were  fhiver- 
ed  by  the  violence  of  th^  wind,  and 
the  flip  left  entirely  at  the  mercy1 
of  a  moft  tremendous  fea,  the  dread¬ 
ful 
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fill  profpeft  being  rendered  ftill 
more  difmal  by  the  thick,  black,, 
ftormy  clouds,  which  appeared  as  if* 
collected  to  hide  our  misfortunes 
from  the  compaffionate  eye  of  Pro¬ 
vidence. 

The  people  till  now  had  been 
kept  unacquainted  with  the  '  true 
date  of  the  fhip,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  reported  favourable  ; 
when  one  of  the  carpenters  Rationed 
to  found  the  well,  came  up,  and  re¬ 
ported  that  the  water  was  as  high 
as  the  hallop-deck,  and  gaining 
above  a  foot  every  half  hour.  The 
officers  could  not  poffibly  fupprefs 
this  report;  and  many  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  were  really  unable  to  bear 
the  fatigue  any  longer,  immediately 
defponded,  and  gave  themfelves  up 
to  perilh  with  the  fhip.  A  part  of 
thofe  who  had  got  any  drength  left, 
feeing  that  their  utmod  efforts  to 
fave  the  fhip  were  likely  to  be  in 
vain,  applied  to  the  officers  for  the 
boats,  which  were  promifed  to  be 
got  in  readinefs  for  them,  and  the 
boatfwain  was  diredlly  ordered  to 
put  the  mails,  fails,  and  compafs,  hi 
each.  The  cooper  was  alfo  let  to 
work  to  fill  a  few  quarter-calks  of 
water  out  of  fome  of  the  butts  on 
deck,  and  provifions  and  other 
necelfaries  were  ?ot  up  from  the 
hold. 

Many  hours  previous  to  this. 
Lieutenant  Riou  had  privately  de¬ 
clared  to  his  officers,  that  he  law  the 
final  lofs  of  the  fhip  was  inevitable, 
and  could  not  help  regretting  the 
lofs  of  fo  many  brave  fellows.  cc  As 
for  me,”  faid  he,  <c  I  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  remain  in  the  Ihip,  and 
ffiall  endeavour  to  make  my  pre¬ 
fence  ufeful  as  long  as  there  is  any 
occalion  for  it.” 

He  was  intreated,  and  even  fup- 
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plicated,  to  give  up  this  fatal  refo- 
lution,  S.nd  try  for  fafety  in  the 
boats.  It  was  even  hinted  to  him 
how  highly  criminal  it  was  to  per- 
fevere  in  fuch  a  determination ;  but 
he  v/as  not  to  be  moved  by  any  in¬ 
treaties. 

He  was,  notwithstanding,  as  aftive 
in  providing  for  the  fafety  of  the 
boats,  as  if  he  intended  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  fecuring  his  own. 
elcape.  He  was  throughout  as  calm 
and  colletled  as  in  the  happier  mo¬ 
ments  of  his  life. 

At  feven  o’clock  Ihe  had  fettled 
confiderably  abaft,  and  the  water 
was  coming  in  at  the  rudder-cafe  in 
great  quantities.  At  half  pall  feven, 
the  water  in  the  hold  obliged  the 
people  below  to  come  upon  deck; 
the  fhip  appeared  to  be  in  a  finking 
flate,  and  fettling  bodily  down,  it 
was  therefore  a) mod  immediately 
agreed  to  have  recourfe  to  the  boats.. 
While  engaged  in  confutation  on 
this  melancholy  bulinefs,  Mr.  Riou 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty, 
which  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Clements. 
It  was  as  follows : 

“  H.  M.  S.  Guardian, 
Dec.  2  5 ,  1789. 

“  If  any  part  of  the  officers  or 
crew  of  the  Guardian  fhould  ever 
furvive  to  get  home,  I  have  only  to 
fay,  their  condu£l  after  the  fatal, 
flroke  againll  an  iiland  of  ice  was 
admirable  and  wonderful  in  every 
thing  that  relates  to  their  duty,  con- 
fidered  either  as  private  men,  or  in 
his  majedy’s  fervice. 

u  As  there  feems  to  be  no  poflbr 
bility  of  my- remaining  many  hours 
in  this  world,  I  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
commend  to  the  conlideration  of 
the  Admiralty  a  filler,  who,  if  rnr 
conduct  or  fervice  fhould  be  found 
deferving  any  memory,  their  favour 
[£]  migb: 
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might  be  fhewn  to,  together  with  a 
widowed  mother. 

«  i  am.  Sir, 

“  Remaining  with  great  refpedt, 
“  Your  ever  obedient  fervant, 
(Signed)  “  E.  Riou.” 

“  Phil.  Stephens ,  efq.” 

He  then  ordered  the  boats  to  be 
hoifted  out,  in  order  to  afford  a 
chance  of  fafety  to  as  many  as  he 
could  with  propriety.  The  people 
who  were  able  were  accordingly  col- 
ledted  together,  .  and  the  cutter 
hoifted  out  on  the  lee-fide,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  other  boats  on  the  booms. 
They  were  fortunately  all  got  into 
the  water  with  very  little  damage; 
but,  the  fea  running  immenfely  high, 
it  was  with  difficulty  they  were  kept 
from  being  ftove  along-lide.  The 
launch  being  forced  to  drop  on  the 
quarter,  to  make  room  for  the  two 
cutters,  was  nearly  drawn  under  the 
quarter  and  funk,  and  at  laft  obliged 
to  call;  adrift  from  the  fhip,  with 
only  feven  or  eight  men  on  board, 
and  without  any  provifton  or  water. 
A  coil  of  rope  was  then  handed 
from  the  quarter-gallery,  and  palled 
over  to  Mr.  Somerville,  the  gunner, 
in  the  jolly-boat  which  hung  over 
the  ftern.  This  boat,  on  being  low¬ 
ered  down,  was  drawn  under  and 
funk.  As  foon  as  the  launch  had 
again  rowed  a  little  nearer  to  the 
fhip,  one  of  the  people  in  her  caught 
hold  ©f  a  rope,  until  the  cutters 
brought  them  provilions.  Sec.  and 
veered  to  a  good  diftance  aftern.  A 
fmall  quantity  of  bifcuit,  and  an 
eighteen  gallon  calk  of  water,  was 
then  let  down  between  the  main  and 
mizen  chains  into  the  fmall  cutter, 
which  was  the*  laft  thing  taken  in. 
The  purler  then  got  into  the  main- 
chains,  and  from  thence  leaped  into 
h$r;  Mr,  Wadman  and  Mr.  Trem- 


lett  likewife  fortunately  got  into  the 
boat  from  the  mizen-chains.  It  was 
with  great  difficulty  rowed  clear  of 
the  Ihip,  and  fteered  for  the  launch. 

The  agitation  of  mind  on  this 
melancholy  occafion  may  be  better 
imagined  than  defcribed.  Mr.  Riou 
was  at  this  moment  walking  the 
quarter-deck,  and  feemed  happy 
the  boat  had  got  fafe  from  along- 
fide.  The  fhip  was  drifting  aftern, 
and  gradually  linking  in  the  water. 
Mr.  Clements  began  to  be  afraid  fhe 
would  drive  upon  the  launch;  he 
therefore  called  to  the  crew,  to  cut 
the  tow-rope,  and  row  out  of  the 
flip’s  wake. 

Mr.  Somerville,  the  gunner,  who 
was  looking  over  the  {hip’s  ftern, 
hearing  the  order,  prayed  them  td 
hold  fall  a  moment,  and  he  would 
jump  overboard,  and  fvvim  to  them  : 
he  did  fo,  and  was  followed  by  John 
Spearman,  feaman,  who  were  both 
received  fafe,  and  the  boat  then  cut, 
and  rowed  out  of  the  {hip’s  track. 
About  three  quarters  paft  eight  we 
got  along-lide  the  cutter,  and  Mr. 
Clements,  Mr.  Wadman,  Mr.  Trem- 
lett,  and  the  purfer,  with  one  or 
two  more  of  the  men,  went  on 
board,  and  took  two  bags  of  bif¬ 
cuit  and  a  calk  of  water.  The  crew 
were  ordered  back  to  the  Ihip,  for 
further  fupplies,  and  to  receive  as 
many  of  the  people  as  could  with 
fafety  be  taken  on  board. 

They  were  ,pot,  however,  to  be 
prevailed  on  to  return,  but  rowed 
off  to  fome  diftance,  and  lay-by  to 
obferve  our  motions.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Crowther  left  the  fhip  in  the  cutter, 
and  got  an  opportunity  of  joining 
the  launch,  while  making  the  ex¬ 
change.  There  were  then  left  on 
board  the  cutter,  Mr.  Brady,  rnid- 
ihipman,  Mr.  Fletcher,  captain’s 
clerk,  and  five  feamen. 
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By  this  time  the  jolly-boat  had 
hearly  come  within  hg.il,  and  we 
lay-by  till  informed  of  her  dtuation 
fhe  brought  with  her  neither  pro- 
vifion,  water,  compafs,  or  quadrant. 
Hence  we  were  reduced  to  the  fad 
medium  of  confuldng  our  fafety 
alone;  and  perhaps  never  did  the 
human  mind  druggie  under  greater 
difficulties  than  we  experienced  in 
being  obliged  to  leave  ip  many  be¬ 
hind,  in  all  probability  to  periih ; 
but  it  was  evident  that  more  people 
could  not,  with  propriety,  be  re¬ 
ceived  on  board  the  launch,  from 
our  quantity  of  provifioils,  viz.  two 
bags  of  buifcuit  of  about  ioolb. 
each,  two  mutton  hams  of  live 
pounds  each,  a  goofe,  two  fowls, 
about  twelve  pounds  of  butter,  a 
dieefe,  a  fmall  keg  of  rum  contain¬ 
ing  about  four  gallons,  and  a  fmall 
rum  calk  of  water,  marked  on  the 
diead  twenty  gallons.  This  was 
a  very  inadequate  fudenance  for 
fifteen  fouls  already  in  the  boat,  who 
had  to  traverfe  the  vail  didance  of 
41 1  leagues  in  a  boiderous  ocean, 
without  any  means  of  relief. 

There  being  yet  a  fpare  compafs 
and  quadrant  in  the  launch,  they 
were,  by  Mr.  Clements’s  dire&ion, 
handed  into  the  jolly-boat.  At  this 
time  one  of  the  convi&s  attempted 
to  get  on  board  us,  but  was  oppofed 
by  all,  and  pufhed  into  the  fea.  The 
fellow  in  the  kruggle  caught  hold 
of  Mr.  Clements,  who  was  with 
difficulty  faved  from  being  pulled 
out  of  the  boat  along  with  him.  The 
people  in  the  jolly-boat  picked  the 
man  up  again,  and  then  took  to 
their  oars,  and  rowed  clofe  upon 
our  quarter,  as  if  determined  to 
board  us  by  force.  To  prevent 
therefore  any  fcuffle,  it  was  immedi¬ 
ately  agreed  to  mike  fail ;  and  we 
took  our  final  departure  from  this 


fcene  of  mifery  and  didrefs,  at  about 
nine  o’clock.  The  fhip  at  this  time 
appeared  funk  down  to  her  upper- 
deck  ports.  The  large  cutter, 
which  was  watching  our  motions, 
immediately  made  fail  after  us,  but 
in  a  fhort  time  fell  much  to  leeward  ; 
Mr.  Clements  thought  they  intend¬ 
ed  making  for  Prince  Edward’s,  or 
Marien’s  and  Crozet’s  ifland.  The 
fmall  cutter  remained  hanging  on  at 
a  difiance  from  the  fhip.  They  alfo 
depped  their  mail  in  the  jolly-boat, 
and  made  fail  after  us ;  but,  difap- 
pearing  almoft  at  the  fame  moment, 
we  think  the  boat  filled  and  went 
down. 

At  ten  o’clock  we  had  a  hard 
fquall  of  wind,  with  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain;  at  half  pail  eleven  loll  fight 
of  the  fhip  and  fmall  cutter.  At 
noon  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  44 
deg.  7  min.  S.;  the  boat  was  kept 
as  much  to  the  northward  as  the  fea 
would  allow.  The  wind  at  this  time 
was  about  N.  W. 

Dec.  26.  Strong  gales,  fqually 
and  cloudy  weather,  with  remarka¬ 
bly  high  feas.  We  were  this  night 
very  much  numbed,  and  chilled  with 
cold,  and  could  get  no  fleep.  In  the 
morning  the  weather  became  more 
moderate.  At  four  o’clock  drifted 
the  fore-mad  to  its  proper  place, 
flepped  the  main-mad,  and  fet  the 
fore  and  main-fails ;  at  eight  the 
people  were  employed  to  make  a 
main- top -fail  out  of  fome  fheets, 
and  a  yard  out  of  one  of  the  boat’s 
thwarts.;  the  hand  of  a  broken  oar 
was  converted  into  a  top-mad.  A 
fmall  tobacco  cannider  was  cut  up 
to  make  a  meaiure  for  the  didribu., 
tio n  of  the  water,  rather  lefs  than 
a  jill,  two  of  which  ft  was  agreed 
to  allow  each  man  a  day. 

Dec.  27.  Fird  part,  moderate 
breezes  and  cloudy  weather.— .  At 
2]  ©net 
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one  P.  M.  having  boiled  all ; our 
poultry,  and  cut  up  the  goofe,  which 
was  but  (mill,  into  fifteen  equal 
parts;  one  of  the  men  forward  was 
then  blind-folded,  and  directed  to 
call  each  perfon  by  name,  and  ano¬ 
ther  was  appointed  to  ferv£  out  the 
morfel  •  by  lots.  Notvvithflanding 
we  had  now  failed  above  thirty 
hours,  all  were  perfedly  fatisfied 
with  the  fmall  morfel;  and  fome 
had  fo  little  appetite,  that  they  re- 
ferved  a  part  of  it  for  a  future  oc- 
cafiori.  But  the  very  fcanty  mea- 
fure  of  water  received  afterwards  by 
no  means  allayed  the  univerfal 
craving  /or  drink,  evidently  occa- 
, honed  by  the  exceffive  heat  and  fe- 
veri'ih  Hate- of  our  bodies.  We  did 
not  dare,  however,  to  take  one 
drop  more  than  the  prefcribed  al¬ 
lowance.  We  therefore  through 
neceffity  became  philofophers,  and 
fubmitted  with  becoming  refolution 
to  the  exigences  of  the  moment.  At 
feven  we  received  our  fccond  rriea- 
fure  of  water,  which  being  fucceed- 
fed  by  the  coldnefs  of  the  night,  ad- 
mini  llered  greatly  to  our  relief.  At 
midnight  it  blew  a  frelh  gale,  with 
dark,  cloudy,  and  remarkably  cold 
weather.  The  launch  was  at  this 
time  brought  under  her  main-fail 
only,  and  the  weather  continuing 
much  the  fame,  no  alteration  was 
made  throughout  the  day. 

Dec.  28.  The  firfb  part  frefh  gales 
and  cloudy  weather,  middle  more 
moderate.  '  About  noon  we  had 
one  of  the  fowls  cut  up,  and  divided 
amongft  us,  as  on  the  preceding  day, 
and  then  received  bur  j ill  of  water. 
The  heat  and  fever  of  our  bodies  in- 
created,  and  our- lips  began  to  break 
out  in  watery  and  ulcerous  blifters. 
This  day  one  ofthe  crew,  being  afraid 
of  familhing,  requeued  hi/’  whole 
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quantity  of  water  for  the  day  at  one 
ferving,  which  Mr.  Clements  op- 
pofed.  He  therefore  had  recourfe  to 
falt-water,  of  which 'he  drank  freely. 
At  five  in  the  morning  got  the  top- 
maft  up,  and  fet  the  top-fail;  at  ten 
frelh  gales,  lowered  and  took  in  the 
top-fail.  In  thefe  feas  are  conftantly 
vafl  numbers  of  fea-fowl  flying 
about;  and  had  we  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  had  a  fowling-piece, 
we  could  not  have  been  much  at  a 
lofs  for  provifions.  Powder  and 
fhot  we  had  in  llore,  and  two  brace 
of  piftols,  but  were  unable  to  do 
any  execution  with  them. 

Dec .  29.  This  day  cut  up  and  di¬ 
vided  our  lafl  fowl,  and  fhared  our 
water  as  before.  At  day-break 
ft rpng  gales,  wdth  flying  fhowers  of 
rain,  from  which  we  endeavoured  to 
benefit  as  much  as  poflible,  by 
facing  the  weather  with  our  mouths 
open  and  handkerchiefs  fpread  out ; 
but  the  drifting  moillure  was  fo 
thin  and  light,  that  'we  were  barely 
able  to  catch  fufficient  to  wet  our 
bps.  This  morning  we  received  a 
fmall  thimble  -  full  of  rum  each, 
which  was  occafionally  allowed. 

Dec .  30.  We  were  this  day  re¬ 
duced  to  a  very  low  ebb  indeed,  and 
could  not  eat  the  fmallefl  crumb,  till 
fupplied  with  an  additional  meafure 
of  water  to  moiflen  our  lips,  which 
-.were  alrnolt  held  together  by  a 
tough  vifcid  phlegm,  that  could  not 
be  expectorated  but  with  the  greateft 
difficulty.  On  this  occafion  we 
dipped  our  bit  of  bifcuit  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  afterwards  fupped  a  little 
of  it  with  each  mouthful,  to  force  it 
down.— -The  butter,  cheefe,  and 
hams.  Were  left  free  for  the  ufe  of 
every  one  ;  for  they  were  found  to 
occafion  greater  third:,  and  therefore 
remained  almoft  untouched.  Several 
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ef  the  crew  had  again  recourfe  to 
the  fait  water,  which  appeared  not 
to  have  any  had  effects. 

Dec.  3 1 .  We  again  buffered  great¬ 
ly  this  day  from  the  burning  heat 
of  the  fun,  and  the  parched  .Hate 
of  our  bodies,  and  were  allowed  an 
additional  meafure  of  water,  with  a 
larger  portion  of  rum  than  ufuai ;  in 
which  we  foaked  our  bit  of  bifcuit, 
and  made  our  meal,  of  it. — About 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  clouds  be¬ 
gan  to  fhew  for  rain,  and  we  made 
preparations  accordingly ;  but  were 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  fee  it  fall  in 
heavy  {hawers  all  around  us,  and 
had  barely  as  much  over  the  boat  as 
would  wet  our  handkerchiefs. 

The  people  this  day  appeared  to 
be  in'  a  more  hopelefs  Hate  than  ever, 
and  difcovered  figns  of  difrelpett 
to  their  officers  ;  which  was,  how¬ 
ever,  happily  checked  in  time  by 
the  fpirited  conduct  of  the  gunner. 
Who  challifed  the  leader  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  crew,  and  reftored  dif- 
cipline.  Many  of  the  ,  people  this 
day  drank  their  own  urine,  and 
others  tried  the  fait- water.  The 
weather  was  this  day  more  warm 
and  fultry  than  at  any  time  fmce  our 
misfortunes*  - 

Jan.  1.  We  dined  this  day  as  on 
the  preceding,,  and  .  in  general  ap¬ 
peared  in  better  fpirits  ;  which  we 
confidered  on  account  of  its  being 
the  firH  day  of  the  new  year,  —  a 
happy  prefage  of  our  fafety  1 

Jan.  2.  Clear  weather,  till  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  be¬ 
came  overcaH,  and  blew  a  frdh  gale. 
We  had  before  this  dined  on  our 
fcfual  fare  of  bifcuit  and  watep,  with 
half  a  meafure  of  rum,  and  were  all 
in  tolerable  fpirits;  but  the  gale 
increafing  during  the  night,  .and 
the  lea  running  immenfely  high, 
brought  us  again  into  great  dan¬ 


ger,  which,  with  the  difappointment 
of  not  feeing  land  in  the  morning,  as 
expe&ed,  reduced  us  to  our  former 
miferable.  Hate  of  defpondency.  At 
eight  in  the  evening  the  fore- fail 
was  fhifted  to  the  main -malt,  and 
the  boat  failed  under  it  reefed  till 
about  fix  in  the  morning,  when 
the  mizen  was  fet  on  the  fore-mad, 
to  give  her  greater  fleerag.e-way* 
At  noon  the  latitude  was  by  obfer- 
vation  33  deg.  jpmin.  and  luppofed 
longitude  E.  of  Greenwich  34  deg. 
15  min. 

Jan.  3.  About  fevenin  the  even¬ 
ing  the  clouds  put  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  very  heavy  rain,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  broke  over  in  a  mofc  dread¬ 
ful  florin  of  thunder  and  lightning, 
attended  with  gulls  of  wind,  and 
very  little  rain,  fncceeded  by  a  vi¬ 
olent  gale  of  feveral  hours  from  the 
S.  W.  in  which  we  wore  near  pe- 
rilhing..  On  this  occafion  the  maf- 
ter  and  the  gunner  fucceeded  each 
.other  at  the  helm,  and,  by  their  ex¬ 
perience  and  judgment  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  boat,  we  were  this 
night  enabled  to  traverfe  in  fafety 
an  ocean  of  fuch  fierce  and  tre- 
-mendous  leas,  in  different  directions, 

.  as  we  could  fcarcely  allow  ourfelves 
.  the  hope  of  efcaping. 

At  day-break  the  gunner,  who 
was  then  at  the  helm,  difcovered  a 
fhi.p  at  a  little  diltance  from  us,  lay¬ 
ing  under  her  bare  poles.  Our  joy 
at  this  fight  was  great  beyond  ex- 
prellion,  and,  anxious  to  fecure  fo 
favourable  an  occafion,  we  immedi¬ 
ately  made  more  fail,  and  between, 
five  and  fix  o’clock  pafibd  clofe  un¬ 
der  her,  and  informed  her  people  of 
our  dillreffes.  We  then  veered 
about,  and  put  along-lide  her  on 
the  other  tack. 

The  people  on  board  her  crowded 
immediately  to  our  affiftance,  and 

i*  3] . 
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received  us  in  the  moft  friendly 
manner.  As  foon  as  were  along  - 
fide,  feveral  of  them  j  umped  in,  and 
affifted  in  keeping  the  boat  from  be¬ 
ing  ftove. 

This  fhip  was  named  the  Vif- 
countefs  of  Britannie,  a  French  mer¬ 
chantman,  Martin  Doree,  mailer, 
with  part  of  Walfh’s  or  95  th  regi- 
.ment,  from  the  ille  of  France,  to 
touch  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for 
a  fupply  of  water  and  provifions,  on 
her  way  to  Europe.  The  officers  of 
this  corps  were  unbounded  in  their 
friendfhip  and  attention  towards  us, 
affording  us  every  poffibie  comfort, 
and  even  giving  up  their  beds  for 
pur  ufe. 

Jan.  18.  At  noon  anchored  in 
Table  Fay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

But  to  return  to  the  fhip.— She 
continued  fome  days  in  the  fame 
Fate  as  at  the  departure  of  the  boats, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves, 
without  a  rudder,  and  every  inftant, 
in  danger  of  being  {wallowed  up  m 
the  abyfs.  Attempts,  however, 
w6re  made  by  the  crew,  occafton- 
ally,  to  reduce  the  water,  when  their 
ftrength  permitted,  and  thus,  oy 
y/onderful  exertions,  was  the  Guar¬ 
dian  kept  afloat,  till  a  Dutch  packet- 
boat  from  the  Spice  Elands  and  Ba¬ 
tavia,  providentially  fleering  a  high 
foutherly  latitude,  fell  in  with  her, 
afforded  her  aid  of  men  and  materi¬ 
als,  and  enabled  her  to  make  good 
her  way  back  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Jdope,  and  kept  her  company  during 
her  courfe.  i  ne  Guardian  was  full 
jpo  leagues  from  the  Cape,  when 
!he  led  m  witu  the  iilandof  ice. 


Authentic  Account  of  the  Lofs  of  the 

Vanfittart  Indiaman .  - 

<  •  .  -  , 

UN  DAY  the  23d  of  Augufl, 
handing  acrols  the  channel  to¬ 


wards  the  Banca  fhore,  at  a  quarter 
pall  four  P.M.  fent  the  cutter  to 
found  to  windward  of  the  fhip, 
there  being  an  appearance  of  fhoal- 
water,  and  brought  to  with  the  main 
top-fail  aback,  to  wait  for  her.  At 
a  quarter  pall  five  fhe  returned,  and 
informed  us  that  the  appearance  a- 
rofe  from  a  large  quantity  of  the 
fpawn  of  fifh  on  the  furface  of  the 
water ;  at  which  time  fhoaled,  fud- 
denly  from  17  to  10  fathoms,  and 
then  to  feven,  in  a  fmgle  call  of  the 
hand  lead. 

Anchored  immediately  with  the 
fmall  bower,  and  clewed  all  up  as 
fall  as  poffibie  ;  but,  in  Twinging  to 
her  anchor,  the  fhip  took  the  ground 
abreaft  of  the  mizen  chains.  Sound-,! 
ing  around  her,  we  found  fix  fa-, 
thorns  at  her  bows,  five  at  the  gang¬ 
ways,  in  the  mizen  chains  one-fourth 
lefs  three ;  but  under  her  Hern  foui 
one  -  half  fathoms.  —  Immediately 
furled  all  the  fails,  and  brought-tc 
upon  the  fmall  bower,  to  endeavoui 
to  heave  the  fhip  a-head ;  but  th( 
anchor  coming  home  very  fall,  de 
lifted.  The  cutter  founding  arountj 
the  (hip,  found  deep  water  even 
where  to  leeward  of  her.  Set  th 
head-fails,  and  dowfed  the  cable! 
upon  which  fhe  fwang  off  to  he 
anchor,  and  no  where  along- fid' 
found  lefs  than  five  fathoms,  thoug! 
abreaft  the  larboard  mizen  chains 
in  throwing  the  lead  a  little  wa 
farther  out  from  the  fhip,  found  onl 
four  fathoms  upon  a  rock,  fro: 
which  the  lead  tumbling,  it  fell  int 
five  fathoms.  The  fhip  makin 
water,  turned  the  people  to  tf 
pumps. 

By  the  cutter’s  foundings,  it  a{ 
peared  that  there  was  deeper  wat< 
two  or  three  fhips*  lengths  rig! 
aftern.  Veered  away  the  who 
cable,  ajid  ,  riding  a-head  to  wint 
which  was  at  E.  S.  E.  found.  1 

"f  vvhe. 
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where  lefs  than  fix  fathoms  about 
her,  and  in  fome  feven;  but  fome 
little  diftance  aftern  there  was  only- 
fix  fathoms,  from  that  deepening  to 
io  and  12  fathoms.  All  around 
from  the  S.  E.  to  the  foutfiward, 
and  as  far  as  weft,  was  a  clear  chan¬ 
nel  and  deep  water.  Set  a  fpring 
upon  the  cable  to  infure  her  calling 
to  ftarboard ;  fent  the  cutter  to  an¬ 
chor  in  deep  water,  and  to  Ihew 
lights;  fet  the  head-fails,  and  cut 
the  cable  ;  ran  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  the  W.  S.  W.  and  anchored 
with  the  bell  bovver  in  18  fathoms 
water,  fand  and  mud.  About  half 
pall  nine,  the  pumps  fucked;  found 
lhe  made  upwards  of  four  feet  an 
hour;  but  were  able  to  keep  her 
free  during  the  night  with  all  the 
pumps  going.  At  day-light,  hear-* 
ing  a  ruffling  of  water  in  the  bread- 
room,  cleared  away  by  hoifting  up 
1 3  chefts  of  treafure  and  the  bread, 
and  found  the  water  rufhing  in 
through  the  cieling,  about  three 
feet  above  the  keelfon  on  the  ftar¬ 
board  fide,  and  about  1 8  inches  abaft 
the  bulk-head  of  the  bread  -  room  : 
cut  out  a  piece  of  the  cieling,  when 
we  could  plainly  perceive  that  the 
outfide  plank  was  ftove  in,  day¬ 
light  appearing  through  her  bot¬ 
tom.  Endeavoured  to  fill  the  room 
betwixt  the  timbers  up  with  oakum, 
but  found  it  impolfible.  We  then 
!  prepared  a  piece  of  ftr,  about  four 
feet  long,  and  nearly  the  fize  of  the 
chamber,  fothering  it  round  with 
oakum,  to  fill.  up.  Put  one  end  of  it 
betwixt  the  cieling  and  outfide  plank, 
and  endeavoured  to  fecure  the  other 
i  end  down,  but  found  the  force  of 
water  fo  great  we  could  derive  no 
benefit  from  this.  Swifted  the  fliip, 
and  prepared  a  fheep’s  Ikin  ;  and  a 
feaman  (John  Bartlett)  undertook 
for  a  reward  to  dive,  and  encjea- 
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your  to  place  the  Ikin  over  the 
lead,  and  which  lie  aflerted  he  had 
done.  No  good,  however,  was  de¬ 
rived  from  it ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
water  began  to  gam  on  the  pumps 
confiderably.  It  was  then  agreed 
in  confultation  to  cut  the  cable,  and 
run  as  fall  as  pofiible,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  keep  her  afloat  till  we  could 
reach  the  flat  fhore  of  Sumatra, 
where  we  fnould  be  in  the  trail  of 
fliip s,  and  perhaps  be  able  to  fave 
the  treafure  at  leaft.  This  was  put 
in  execution  about  three  P.  M.  the 
water  having  gained  1 8  inches  upon 
the  pumps  in  the  laft  two  hours, 
fleered  at  firft  N.  N.W.  then  N.W. 
but  the  water  gaining  very  fall, 
hauled  in  W.  for  theftand  of  Banca. 
At  five  P.  M.  notwithftanding  the 
moft  vigorous  exertions  at  the 
pumps,  the  water  had  gained  in 
greater  proportion  for  the  lail  half 
hour  than  before,  having  now  5  feet 
6  inches  in  the  hold.  Saw  an  ifland 
from  the  maft-head,  bearing  W.  S. 
W.  and  hauled  up  for  it,  but  could  ' 
not  fetch  it.  What  hands  could  be 
fpared  from  the  pumps  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  hoifting  up  water  and  pro- 
vifions  out  of  the  fore  hold,  getting 
the  long-boat  out,  and  rigging  her. 
During  the  hours  of  fix,  leven,  and 
eight,  the  fliip  fettled  fall,  notwith¬ 
ftanding  the  utmoll  exertions  at  the 
pumps,  the  water  having  gained  to 
eight  feet.  At  about  a  quarter  be¬ 
fore  nine,  ran  her  on  fhore  upon  an 
ifland  in  the  lat.  of  8  deg.  9  min.  S. 
and  about  feven  miles  from  the 
coaft  of  Banca,  there  being  now  9 
feet  10  inches  of  water  in  the  hold. 
She  grounded  upon  a  bank  of  fand, 
juft  without  a  reef  of  rocks,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  ifland  from  which  the  reef  ex¬ 
tended.  At  day-light  in  the  rnorn-i 
ing,  fent  an  officer  on  fhore  to  en- 
[£  4]  deavour 
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deavour  to  find  water,  who,  after  the 
moil  diligent  fearch,  in  which  he 
was  unfuccefsful,  returned  on  board. 
We  had  been  able  to  hoift  out  of  the 
hold  but  one  butt,  four  gang  calks, 
and  five  fro  all  Calks,  befo  e  the  water 
flowed  over,  which,  with  eight  calks 
of  porter,  was  all  the  liquor  we 
could  get  at,  except  fpirits.  In 
confultation  it  was  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  embark  the  people  in  the ' 
boats,  with  what  water  and  provi- 
flons  they  could  carry,  and  proceed 
to  the  ifland. 

Accordingly  on  Tuefdnyat  four 
o’clock  P.  M.  we  embarked  in  our 
boats,  leaving  behind  what  porter 
and  provifions  We  were  unable  to 
carry ;  having  previoufly  thrown 
overboard  13  chefts  of  treafure, 
ipiked  up  the  quarter-deck  guns, 
and  thrown  overboard  what  powder 
and  ammunition  remained  after  fup- 
plying  the  boats. 

The  order  in  which  we  embarked 
was  as  follows : 

Number 

of  Hands. 

The  captain  and  chief  mate  . 


in  the  cutter,  in  all  -  J4 

The  fecond  and  fourth  ditto, 

in  the  long- boat  ’  -  ro 

Tire  third  and  fifth  ditto, 

in  the  pinnace  -  j 4 

Ti  he  flxth  and  gunner  in  the 

yawl  -  ‘  ‘  ''  -  14 

In  the  jolly-  boat  -  8 

The  boatfwain  and  four  more 

in  the  gigg  ‘  -  -  5 

In  all  1 14 


The  long-boat  very  narrowly 
efcaped  being  loft,  having  ftruck 
on  the  reef  of  the  ifland ;  and  with 
all  our  exertions  we  found  it  im- 
poxfible  to  get  her  without  it  before 
dark.  Accordingly  brought  her  to 
anchor,  and  the  fir.all  boats  returned 
and  lay  under  the  lee  of  the  fhip  for 


the  .night.  In  the  morning  (Wed¬ 
nesday  26th  A.ug  lift  1789),  took 
our  final  departure,  and  flood  along 
fhore,  having  all  the  people  em¬ 
barked,  except  George  Scott,  Tea¬ 
man,  who  was  drowned  in  the  gun¬ 
room. 

The  boats  kept  very  well  toge¬ 
ther,  till  Friday  morning,  when  it 
was  difcovered  that  the  boatfwain, 
with  four  hands,  were  miffing.  At 
one  P.  M.  difcovered  two  fhjps  at 
anchor,  i^ear  the  Banca  fhore,  and  at 
half  pad  four  P.  M.  got  on  board 
the  Nonfuch,  capt.  Canning,  anq 
the  General  Elliot,  capt.  Lloyd, 
Engliih  country  fhips,  who  received 
us  with  all  imaginable  kindnefs ;  as 
foon  as  the  people  were  a  little  re- 
frefhed,  the  cutter  was  fent  in  fearch 
of  the  gigg.  but  returned  without 
fucccfs  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing. 


Trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  of  Renwick 
Williams,  commonly  called  The 
Monfter. 

t  .. 


Renwick  williams  was 

indidfted  upon  the  ftatute  of 
lfl  George  I.  for  afiaul.ting  Mifs 
Ann  Porter  on  the  king’s  highway, 
and  felonioufly  and  malicioufly  in¬ 
tending  to  cut  and  deftroy  her 
cloath°> 

There  was  another  count  for  cut¬ 
ting  and  tearing  her  clothes. 

Mr.  Pigott,  leadirig  coimfel  for 
the  profecution,  dated  the  cafe  with 
great  precifion. 

Mifs  Ann  Porter,  the  profecu- 
trix,  was  the  firfl  witnefs.  She  faid, 
that  on  the  18th  of 'January  lad  ihe 
left  the  ball-room  at  St.  James’s,  at 
a  quarter  pad  eleven  o’clock  at 
night,  and  went  towards  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  houfe,  accompanied  by  her 
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lifters,  and  a  Mrs.  Meale,  As  fhe 
was  pacing  the  rails  of  the  houfe, 
fhe  received  a  violent  blow  on  her 
hip,  and,  turning  round,  faw  the 
prisoner  Hoop  down;  fhe  knew  it 
was  him,  having  feen  his  perfon  be¬ 
fore,  and  having  been  previoufly 
jnfulted  by  him  with  language  too 
fhocking  to  repeat.  Thefe  previous 
infults  fhe  had  received  from  him  in 
fhe  day-time  three  or  four  times, 
and  therefore  fhe  took  particular 
notice  of  him.  After  having  aflault- 
ed  her,  he  came  by  the  rails  of  the 
door,  flood  clofe  to  her,  and  flared 
her  full  in  the  face.  Her  upper 
ahd  under  garment  were  cut,  and 
ilie  was  terribly  wounded  by  fome 
extremely  fharp inftrirment.  She  faw 
the  prifoner  afterwards  in  St. James’s 
Park,  on  the  13th  of  June,  when 
fhe  pointed  him  out  to  Mr.  Cole¬ 
man.  She  was  then  defired  to  look 
at  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  which  fhe 
did,  and  pofitively  declared  he  was 
the  man  who  had  affaulted  her ;  fhe 
had  fuffered  fo  much  from  him,  that 
fhe  could  not  be  miftaken  in  his 
perfon,  which  had  left  a  ilrong  im- 
preflion  on  her  mind. 

Mifs  Sarah  Porter  was' then  call¬ 
ed,  and  defired  to  look  at  the  pri¬ 
foner.  She  faid,  fhe  had  feen  him 
previous  to  the  18th  of  January,  he 
having  followed  clofe  behind  her 
while  fhe  was  walking,  and,  leaning 
his  head  towards  her  fhoulder,  ut¬ 
tered  the  moll  horrid  language. 
She  faw  him  in  St.  James ’s-flreet 
about  a  quarter  pafl  eleven  o’clock, 
while  in  company  with  her  filler 
Ann ;  he  was  Handing  with  his 
back  towards  them  as  they  palled, 
but  fome  chairmen  coining  by,  faid, 
**  By  yOur  leave,  ladies upon 
hearing  which  the  prifoner  inflantly 
turned  round,  and,  perceiving  the 
witnefs,  exclaimed,  Oh !  oh  1” 


and  gave  her  a  violent  blow  on  the 
back  of  her  head.  The  witnefs  then 
defired  her  fitter  to  run  away,  fay¬ 
ing,  “  Don’t  you  fee  the  wretch  is 
behind  us?”  the  name  by  which 
they  had  dittinguifhed  him.  This 
witnefs  confirmed  the  tertimony  of 
her  fitter  as  to  the  attanlt  in  quef. 
tion,  and  fwore  pofitively  to  -the 
identity  of  the  prifoner’s  perfon, 
from  her  having  -  frequently  been 
followed  and  infulted  by  him. 

Mifles  Rebecca  and  Martha  Porter 
all'o  confirmed  the  evidence  of  their 
fitter,  the  profecutrix,  and  proved 
the  identity  of  the  prifoner,  they 
having  both  feen  him  feveral  times 
before  the  queen’s  birth-day,  and 
come  in  for  a  lhare  of  his  obfcene 
language.- 

Mr.  John  Coleman  was  then  ex¬ 
amined.  He  faid,  that  being  in 
company  with  the  Mifs  Porters,  in 
St.  James’s  Park,  on  ,  the  13th  of 
June  lafl,  and  being  told  that  the 
man  who  had  affaulted  the  profe¬ 
cutrix  had  juft  patted  them,  he  im¬ 
mediately  followed  the  prifoner, 
who,  fufpefting  he  was  followed, 
-walked  on  very  fall.  He  purfued 
him  through  different  ttreets,  look¬ 
ing  full  in  his  face,  and  doing  every" 
thing  to  affront  him,  in  order  that 
he  might  provoke  him  to  an  alter¬ 
cation  ;  but  the  prifoner  would  not 
take  any  affront,  bearing  patiently 
every  infult  offered.  The  witnefs 
felt  himfelf  in  fome  agitation,  and 
was  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  means 
he  fhould  adopt,  as  he  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  charge  him  dire&ly 
with  being  the  Monfter,  He  was, 
however,  determined  to  purfue  him; 
and  upon  the  prifoner’s  at  laft  go¬ 
ing  into  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Smith 
(after  knocking  at  two  or  three 
doors),  he  followed  him,  and  afked 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  prefence  of  the 

prifoner. 
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prifoner,  who  he  was;  and  impie- 
diately  apologizing  for  this  quef- 
tion,  faid  he ’muft  beg  the  prifoner 
to  rive  him  his  addrefs.  Mr.  Smith 

O 

and  the  prifoner  wrihed  to  have 
fome  reafon  afligned  for  this  ques¬ 
tion  ;  upon  which  the  witnefs  an- 
fvyered,  he  was  told  that  the  pri¬ 
foner  had  infulted  fome  ladies.  The 
prifoner  replied,  he  had  never  in¬ 
fulted  any  lady,  and,  after  fome  lit¬ 
tle  converfation,  gave  the  witnefs 
his  addrefs,  which  was,  “  Mr.  Wil- 
“  liams.  No.  5  z,  Jermyn-ftreet,” 
— the  houfe  vyhere  the  prifoner’s 
mother  lived,  and  almoft  clofe  to  his 
own  lodgings.  The  witnefs,  upon  fee¬ 
ing  the  name  Williams,  faid,  “  Good 
God  !  I  think  I  know  you.”  To 
which  the  prifoner  anfwered,  “  I 
think  I  know  you.”  The  witnefs 
then  e.ypreffed  his  furprize,  that  he 
had  not  recoil  edfed  him  while  he 
was  following  him,  although  he 
looked  in  his  face  fo  often;  to 
which  the  prifoner  faid,  “  And  it  is 
iurpriiing  that  I  ihould  not  have 
known  you,”  The  witnefs  informed 
the  court,  that  he  had  feen  him 
feveral  times  at  fome  aflembly- 
room. 

After  exchanging  addrefles,  they 
went  out  together  from  Mr.  Smith’s 
houfe,  and  the  witnefs  took  leave 
of  the  prifoner;  but  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  afterwards  he  thought  he  had 
afted  wrong  in  leaving  him ;  he 
therefore  purfued  and  overtook 
him,  faying,  he  Ihould  not  be  fatif- 
fied,  unlei s  he  would  accompany 
him  to  the  ladies.  The  prifoner, 
after  expreffing  his  wifi  to  meet  the 
witnefs  at  feme  coffee-houfe,  was  at 
length  prevailed  upon  to  go  with 
him  to  the  Mifs  Porters ;  and  upon 
his  entering  the  parlour,  two  of  the 
young  ladies  infantly  fainted  away, 
laying,  That  is  the  wretch*  The 
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prifoner  faid,  the  ladies  behaviour 
was  very  ftrange,  and  he  hoped  they 
were  not  fo  prejudiced  againft  him 
as  to  take  him  for  the  man  that  had 
been  advertifed.  He  did  not  appear 
to  be  the  leall  agitated. 

The  profecutrix’s  clothes  were 
produced  in  court.  They  were  cut 
quite  through,  from  the  bottom  up 
£0  the  waift.  * 

M ‘Manus  fearched  the  prifoner’s 
lodging,  which  was  at  the  George 
public-houfe,  Bury-ftrCet.  It  was 
a  garret,  in  which  were  two  beds  in 
the  front  room,  and  two  in  the 
back,  but  only  one  door  into  both 
apartments.  He  found  a  white  coat, 
a  pair  of  boots,  and  an  old  hat. 

Mr.  Tomkins,  a  furgeon,  proved 
the  wound  the  profecutrix  had  reT 
ceived,  which  was  infiidled\with  an 
extremely  fharp  inftrument.  It  was 
three  or  four  inches  deep,  and  about 
nine  or  ten  in  length. 

DEFENCE, 

The  prifoner  lamented  the  hard- 
fhip  of  his  cafe.  He  faid,  he  had  no 
fatisfadlion,  under  the  load  of  rer 
proach  and  calumny  that  had  been 
thrown  upon  him  by  popular  pre¬ 
judice,  proceeding  from  a  fatal  mif- 
take  made  by  his  profecutors,  but 
confcicus  innocence.  He  had  been 
already  prematurely  convidted ;  bqt 
he  trufed  the  evidence  he  ihould 
adduce  wo  did  make  his  innocence 
manifeft. 

Many  witnefles  were  then  called 
to  prove  an  alibi. 

Mr.  Michelle,  a  flower-maker, 
depofed,  that  the  prifoner  had 
worked  for  him  for  about  eight  or 
nine  months  paft;  that  he  was  at 
work  with  him  on  the  queen’s  birth¬ 
day  from  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening 
till  half  part  twelve  at  night.  The 
reafon  of  his  flaying  fo  late  was  the 
prefs  of  bufmefs,  He  was  fure  it 

was 
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was  half  pad  twelve  when  he  went 
away,  a,s  a  fervant  looked  at  the 
clock,  and  heard  the  watchman  call 
the  hour,  which  agreed  with  it. 
This  witnefs  being  a  foreigner,  his 
evidence  was  communicated  by  an 
interpreter. 

Several  other  witneffes,  who 
worked  for  Michelle,  three  of  whom 
were  females,  alfo  pofitively  fup- 
ported  this  alibi,  and  declared  that 
the  prifoner  was  a  very  good-natured 
man,  and  extremely  kind  and  affa¬ 
ble  to  the  female  fex  ;  but  they  had 
not  known  him  but*for  a  Ihort 
time. 

There  were  fome  circudances 
dated  by  thefe  witneffes  in  which 
they  contradidled  each  other,  efpe- 
cially  as  to  the  time  Michelle  was 
at  home  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
Rooking  at  the  clock  when  the  pri¬ 


foner  went  home  on  the  queen’s 
birth-night;  but  they  all  fwore  that 
he  did  not  go  away  before  half  pail 
twelve  o’clock. 

Seventeen  witneffes  were  called 
to  the  priioner’s  chara&er,  fome  of 
whom  were  very  handfome  women. 
They  all  gave  him  a  moil  excellent 
chara.&er  for  goodnature,  huma¬ 
nity,  and  kindnefs  to  the  fair-fex  in 
particular. 

Mr.  Juilice  Bu]le.r  fummed  up  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  with  his 
ufual  abilities,  accompanied  by  num- 
berlefs  appofite  obfervatior.s.  He 
faid,  if  the  jury  fhould  pronounce 
the  prifoner  guilty,  he  ihould  referve 
the  queftion  of  law,  as  it  was  a  new- 
cafe,  for  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges. 

The  jury  pronounced  the  pri» 
(oner  Guilty , 

7 
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A  GENERA  L  BI  L  L 
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’  1  if  OF 

All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 


From  December  15,  1789,  to  December  14,  1790, 

,  C  Males  0766?  „  .  ,  C  Males  9192?  Decreafed  in  the  Burials 

Chriftened  ^  Females  9214  J  Burled  }  Females  8846  \  '  this  Year  *7,1. 

Total  Males  $nd  Females  Chnftened  18980.—' Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  18038,. 


Bled  under  Two  Years  5877 
Between  Two  sad  Five  1948 
-—Five  and  Teji  '  748 

—Ten  and  Twenty  640 
■ — Twenty  and  Thirty  1277 
—Thirty  and  Forty  1733 


— Forty  and  Fifty 
— Fifty  and  Sixty 
—Sixty  and  Severity 
— Seventy  and  Eighty 
— Eighty  and  Ninety 


1785 

1548 

12-33 

818 

376 


-Ninety  and  a  Hundred  51 


A  Hundred  and  Two  X. 

A  Hundred  and  Three  I 

A  Hundred  and  Five  1 

A  Hundred  ^nd  Seven  I 


DISEASES. 

ABortive  and  S  til- 
bom  806 
Ableefs.  1 7 

Aged  1000 

Ague  3 

Apoplexy  and  Sud¬ 
den  198 

Afthma  and  Phthi- 
fie  3 1 1 

Bed-ridden  13 

Bleeding  7 

Bloody  Flux  1 

Burften  and  Rup¬ 
ture  1 3 

Cancer  53 

Canker  2 

Chicken  Pox  2 
Childbed  130 

Cholic,  Gripes,  twill¬ 
ing  of  the  Guts  6 
Cold.  3 

Confumption  4852 
Convulfions  4003 
Cough  and  Hooping- 
Cough  351 


Diabetes 

V 

1 

Mealies 

?i  9 

Dropfy 

767 

Mifcarriage 

1 

Evil 

6 

Mortification 

183 

Fever,  malignant  Fe¬ 

Palfy 

80 

ver,  Scarlet  Feyer, 

Pleurify 

7 

Spotted  Fever 

,  and 

Quinfy 

2 

Purples 

2185 

Ralh 

2 

Fiftula 

5 

Rheuma-tifm 

7 

Flux 

4 

Rickets 

2 

French  Pox 

27 

Rifing  of  the  Lights  0 

Gout 

83 

Scald  Head 

0 

Gravel, Strangury, and 

Scurvy 

5 

Stone 

41 

Small  Pox 

1617 

Grief 

4 

Sore  Throat 

Head-Ach 

0 

Sores  and  Ulcers  7 

Headmouldlhot, 

Hor- 

St.  Anthony’s 

Fire  0 

Ihoehead,  and  Wa¬ 

Stoppage  in  thp  Sto- 

ter  in  the  Head  48 

mach 

7 

Jaundice 

33 

Surfeit 

2 

Impolthume 

2 

Swelling 

0 

Inflammation 

J42 

Teeth 

410 

Itch 

0 

Thrulh 

45 

Leprofy 

3 

Tympany 

0 

Lethargy 

3 

Vomiting  and  Loofe- 

Livergrown 

1 

nefs 

0 

Lunatick 

52 

Worms 

8 

CASUALTIES. 
Roken  Limbs  4 
Bruifed  3 
Burnt  iff 

Choaked  2. 

Drowned  119. 

Excelhve  Drinking  5 
Executed  *  )  14 

F«ound  Dead  ff 

F  raptured  % 

Frighted  a 

Frozen  o 

Killed  by  Falls  and 
feveral  other  AcT 
cidents  64 

Killed  therufelves  31 
Licked  by  a  mad  dog  o 
Murdered  3 

Overlaid  1 

Poifoned  4 

Scalded  8 

Smothered  I 

Starved  4 

Suffocated  2 

Total  291 


*  Theie  haye  been  executed  in  Middlefex  and  Surry  38  j  of  which  number  14  only  have 
been  reported  as  buried  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Corn-Regiiler,  are  taltera 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered, 
to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Autho¬ 
rity  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and  im¬ 
ported  into,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawback 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  the  Year  ended  the  zth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1791. 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid.. 

f,  s*  A 


E 

X  P  O 

R 

TED. 

-1790.. 

British. 

Fore 10  n. 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters'. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  - 

1 1 

742 

j 

cwt,  qrs.  lbs 

D°  Flour  ‘  -  -  -y 

23,503 

12,434  0  iS 

Rye  - 

47 

Barley  - 

18,829 

55 

Malt  -  - 

31,695 

Oats  -  - 

1 1>233. 

£,368 

Oatmeal  -  - 

1>°33 

8 

Beans  - 

8,820 

£,259 

Peafe  -  -  - 

7,116 

Indian  Coni 

- 

5496 

.SCOTLAND. 

' 

Wheat  - 

1,296 

- 

D°  Flour  - 

4,094 

Barley  -  - 

18 

D°,  hulled  - 

198 

Malt 

3  69 

‘ 

^  -  - 

Oats  - 

3S7 

•;i ;  v' 

Oatmeal  - 

246 

. 

Groats  - 

10 

Peafe  and  Beans  -  - 

382 

- 

j  *  ! 

I 

M  P  O 

R  T  E  D. 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Duties  receiv 

Wheat 

3  74*5  34 

4-  '• 

CWC.  qrs.  lbs. 

D°  Flour 

65,862  O  12 

*  . 

qrs. 

Rye  -  -  - 

21,683 

1 

l 

Barley  -  - 

24,267 

y  io,8^6  !7 

Oats  -  -  -  - 

614,768 

Oatmeal  - 

7>798 

Beans  - 

39,446 

Peafe  - 

3’548 

3 

Indian  Corn 

10,546 

1" 

I 

>>10,173  15  2 
Drawbacks.  NIL 


1 


464  13  io|  Re. 


IMPORTED. 
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I  M 


SCOTLAND.  ! 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  - 

25,041 

I)°  Flour  - 

333 

Barley  - 

5,850 

Oats  - 

87,996 

r 

Oatmeal 

24,61 1 

Beans  and  Peafe 

192 

d 

PORTED. 

Duties  received. 
jG'  s‘ 


The  following  is  an  account  of  tire  average  Prices  of  Corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ifandard  Winchefter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1790. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.  d. 

•f .  d > 

s.  d. 

s .  d% 

s .  d 1 

6  7i 

4  3  - 

3  2 

2  4 

3  10 

N.  B.  The  price  of  the  fined  and  coarfefl:  forts  of  grain  generally  e.x* 
ceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

.  Wheat.  Rye.  Barley.  Oats.  Beans. 

Per  bufhel,  6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.  6d. 


t 

C5 

** 


O 


CP 
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PH 
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Lottery 

Tickets. 

VDOO'O  OO'OOOOO'OOOOVOO'O 

ON  rr  **  T*  l-«  O'  CO  O  NO  N  m  oo  O  VO 

—  M.  M  ►*  M  P*  »H  H4  MH4 

m  mvO  u-i  in  in  w  to  10  10  in  10  lo  in'O  mV©  vo 

Exch. 

Bills. 

— - . . .  ■  - — -  .  •  -  -  ‘  -  -  — 

V  L,’  Ctu  O  G  « 

rj-OO  t/-\  r,  O  N  m  O  —  ri  Hi  E  •-<  F  £ 

rh;^  C-.'XJ  CLf'TJ  '**  cL  S3 

n  >■  n  m  n , 

!  Navy 
j  Bills. 

M|n  Hlf)  *-*]<-)  Hid  H|Hfc,|clH|f)  w  |H  to  lootr  |x  m  (oo^l^ 

m  tnKitnN  N  m  n  n\^  n  tn  1-. 

New 

Ann. 

H|rJM!ccwja)K!ac(nfcn  >H!rim|oofnl-}*  mlcoHlri l^foo^foowloOHlrt-p^joCH. (ooWf^wiTTf  h.bg 

CO  t^vco  co  vo  0  Onoo  m  m  ck  rh  oo  m  ri-  oo  mo  ON 

t''  t''  n—  n-'  t'-  r^-co  r-^  r-^  t — .  f\  r^.  tr  r^  r^.  t^oo  t^. 

Old 

Ann. 

m|csm[oomIH-  H|a3"iKf  mfoa'nWiHlH  mfoo  fsfoo'nl-i  mH-KlH «llooirlocm|ajni|H  n.|i»x  [otmIo* 

On  t^.  Onco  Onoo  On  00  ri-  On  >-o  r-j  in  n  oo  rhoo  t\mmoo  M  o  oo 
KNNKNNNN  N\C  NNKNNNNNNKtx  NOD 

S.  Sea 
Stock 

K|ooir|4irH  m|M  w|^-  Ht^i 

,  ?2  rv‘i>r^QOVO  Z  00  ri-  N  ON  ON 00  J\NO  nn  Os'O  OC  cio 

00  00  60  00  cc  00  OvOO  00  00  00000000000000000000 

India 

Bon. 

mV£500  0  N  fo  hW  CO  0  N-00  K  CN  ff)  ff)OC  m>sO  0  NO  0  M 

►1  O  ^  i-i  •-<  On  **  O  *-»  tr>  00  m  m  m  On  moo  —  o  oo  O  n\ 

1  India 
Ann. 

tr|oOM|^-  W'loowW  tr|»H|ri  Nfcowl-i  m|h  f-;]^  -<  |nt  >-  |H  w  Irl h|t}- Hl-i 

mr-j  rf-mrt-mi-r\m  mvo  OO  VO  n-  n  C  >->  O  KvO  rh  t^vo  m 

c**.  t"..  r^.vo  no  vc  vo  nc  r^-.t'^rr  nvo  vo  r^vo  i^. 

India 

Stock. 

Hlri  ml-sf  M|riM|^  rof-iHjriwIr)  m  |ri  n|rl  ir!-+^|rl>- |rt  wlrtMSI 

to  O  N  O  m»r  vo  n  moo  N  0\in  koo  vo  N  n  n  o  vo  —  r^. 

r}-vo  m  mvo  mvo  vo  vo  N  in  t\vo 

Shore 

Ann. 

m  I'O  |vo  1^0  o-  N^5  in|vo  _ 

wiM  ^"l*  ^HMlr^lHHlCDwht^h  Im^I^  m  m(cCh|C0  m \fi  Hlrf  HjoD^’l^ 

to  tr  (T)  rri  m  rn  ^  m.i-«  n  ^  to  ^  n  *-<  m  n 

►H  ^  1  ►-<  w  ^  ^  ^ 

Long 

’  Ann. 

» 

g.jo  ;o  I'o  mV  to  fo  No  v  (to  to  to«to 

1H  k|co  ]«  ro|co  |^ir|oc.-lM  |m  w|ra<r IoohItT  |^m|n  ]«  Mlrt- m]-±  h  rrj-}-H]ri M|„  u~|_  M 

m  m  m>  m  m  m  m  m  'no  O  rt  >-<  N  *+  mN  tr  nj  n  «  mtr  mri 
NN-NMNiNnnNNUNNnNNNNNNnnNn 

O 

d 

- 

'  i^iloorila)  1  w|coh!h  foo^l-rr  m|co  hIm  <r  tor'll  tr  [oo  ml'i  N|oa  ^  |ooirk» 

O  t\oo  n-.oc  N  O  00  CNOO  LOH  ri-O  NmNtn-+rvCvO  O  C?n 

MMHMflHNHMO"’HMIH-'MHW>lO’-”M"' 

v->  —4 

0  £ 

u  q 

Cu  c 

*0 

*o|o0  CO  }COMoON|cOf^loOM|rJ  H|o3M|f4lH{cDH|rJ'Hl^HjK  ^hloO  h- !oQM'|^  f^|cO 

O  C\  O  O  *h  On  Os  O  vo  ^N^OVD  C^co  ^  ^  0\  h  On 

I  O  ChO  O  O  On  O  On  On  On  On  On  Cn  on  C  On  on  On  On  Gn  On  On  O  cn 

Ml  >-1  b~4  *—«  »-« 

•  • 

02 
u  q 
a.  0^ 
coCJ 

crlcomfoo  >-<|NMl-hfn[co*r|'rtiv[cQr-)!ooMlr5Ml^-H|^"  ir[,-n|^-f^]ooio|ooM[a3«ri-f  mNV  irj^f 

Ooo  CN  tN  0N  N  O  OC  ON  O  vo  N  mNco  moo  vo  vo  mO  m«  qn 
00  NNNN  0.00  O-  t  -  O  O.  O  O.  O.  t->  O  O  O.  OC  0.00  O 

» 

3  prCt. 
Reduc 

On  0  Onoo  onoo  Oncoco  cnunh  mN  ONrhorf-moo  n  qoo  o 
0  0  i-.  {  -  O  00  00  0  0  0  O  O  0  0  0  0  0  0  000  0  O 

Bank  . 
Stock 

M|m^i|Dji-(|H  t-.1teM|Mt^to  tr|wH|r!'r|rf  n|r!M|^  ir|^  ’“‘in  rr'|r  Ml^ 

omor}-ori-oo  rj-mri-mco  mONmri-mONO  On  ri  «  l^m 
OOOOOOCCOOOOOOCOOOVD  r^vo  fr-VO  00  C\00  tsOO  VO  OO  KOO  CO 
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STATE  of  the  BAROMETER  and  THERMOMETER,  fof 

the  Year  1790. 


mometer  flood  in  each  Month  is 

■  fet  do-zvn. 

Days. 

Earorpeter, 

Days. 

January 

r  s 

1 29 

3°“+5- 

29—26. 

" 

\  9 
1 13 

February 

i 6 

'i  26 

~ 

3O—63. 

29 - 90. 

— 

U 

March. 

•!4 

- 

30 - 62. 

29 - SO. 

— 

v.\ 

April 

•{i 

1 

“ 

30  —  23. 

29 - 18. 

• — 

1" 

1 23 

May 

-1  2 
l  I2 

- 

29—45. 

3° — ,J5* 

— 

f  6 

1 28 

June 

/ 

{9 

30—99. 

29 — 52. 

—— 

1  2 
l  22 

July  - 

- 

29— 32, 

30— 14. 

V 

(  1 

l  20 

Auguft 

-u 

1 

- 

29 —  69. 

30— 11. 

— 

|2I 

(  2  7 

September 

-1 3 

125 

•m 

29— 36. 

30— 37- 

— 

u 

Oftober 

:iu6 

3° — 33- 
29—64. 

— 

Li 

November 

i  , 

-{2' 

- 

30 — 28. 

28 — 96. 

— 

(16 

1 26 

December 

t 

-u 

~ 

3°~ 32* 

28 — 72. 

- 

fir 

l  29 

Therfnometer* 


33* 

52. 


37* 

51* 


53* 

39‘ 


33* 

55* 


5*- 

63. 


55* 

78. 


66. 

54- 


72. 

57* 


50, 

62. 


59* 

36* 


36. 

51* 


50, 

2  8, 


- 
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Public  Ads  paffed  in  the  fervent  h  Sef- 
Jion  of  the  fervent eenth  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain. 

AN  aft  for  indemnifying  all 
perfons  who  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  advifing  or  carrying  into 
execution  certain  orders  of  council 
relpefting  the  exportation  of  corn 
and  grain,  and  alfo  certain  orders. 
LTued  by  the  governor  general  of 
liis  Majefty’s  colonies  in  America. 

Aft  for  tlie  better  fupport  of  the 
dignity  of  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  and  for  difabling  the 
fpeaker  for  the  time  being  from 
holding  any  office  or  place  of  profit, 
during  pleafure,  under  the  crown. 
The  America  intercoiirfe  aft. 

An  aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  have  omitted  to  qualify  tliem- 
felves  for  offices  and  employments. 
Sec. 

An  aft  for  continuing  fo  much  of 
an  aft  as  relates  to  the  rendering  the 
payment  of  creditors  more  equal 
and  expeditious  in  North  Britain. 

An  aft  for  taking  off  the  duties 
on  unwrought  tin  exported  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Aft  to  continue  feveral  laws  re¬ 
lative  to  the  manufacture  of  leather. 
Sec.  w 

Aft  to  continue  the  encourage- 
-tnent  and  reward  of  perfons  dis¬ 
covering  the  longitude,  &c. 

Aft  for  allowing  time  for  the  en¬ 
rollment  of  deeds  and  wills  made  by 
papilts. 

Aft  for  relief  of  the  American 
loyaiifts  and  Ealt  Florida  fufferers. 

Act  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
heirs  and  defendants  of  William 
Penn,  efq.  the  original  proprietor  of 
the  province  of  Pennfylvania. 

Aft  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
Rev.  Francis  Willis,  M.  D , 

Vcl,  XXXll 


Aft  for  amending  an  aft  27  Geo. 
III.  for  allowing  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods  in 
the  ports  of  Jamaica,  Grenada,  Do¬ 
minica,  New  Providence,  Sea 

Aft  to  exempt  goods  imported 
from  the  fettlement  of  Yucatan, 
from  the  duties  impofed  on  the  fales 
of  them  by.auftion,  &c. 

Aft  for  permitting  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Cafhew  gum.  See. 

Aft  for  encouraging  new  fettlers 
in  his  majelty’s  American  colonies. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  have  trade. 

Aft  to  enable  the  governors  of 
certain  places  beyond  the  feas  to  re¬ 
mit  the  fentence  of  tranlported  fe¬ 
lons. 

Aft  to  change  the  puniffiment  of 
burning  of  women. 

Aft  to  empower  jultices,  to 
vifit  parifh  workhoufes. 

Two  afts  refpefting  the  duties  on 
low  wines  and  fpirits  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain. 

Aft  to  continue  the  farming  of 
the  poit-horfe  duties. 

Aft  to  alter  an  aft  12  Geo,  II,  to 
prevent  frauds  in  gold  and  filver 
wares,  and  to  alter  an  aft  24  Geo. 
III.  granting  a  duty  on  gold  and  hl- 
ver  plate. 

Aft  for  granting  new  duties  on 
wine  licences. 

Aft  for  laying  a  duty  on  the  im¬ 
portation  of  rape  feed,  Sec.  and  for 
the  importation  of  rape  cakes  duty¬ 
free. 

Aft  for  converting  certain  an¬ 
nuities  by  tontine,  eftablifhed  by 
an  aft  of  Iaft  feffiem,  into  certain 
annuities  for  an  abfolute  term  of 
years. 

Aft  for  granting  new  duties  on 
tobacco.  Sec. 

Aft  to  continue  for  a  limited  time, 
the  indemnity  aft'  paffed  Feb,  25,  of 
the  prefent  fduOn. 

[SJ  A a 
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Aft  to  continue  the  aft  26  G.  III. 
for  appointing  commiiTioners  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  ftate  of  the  crown 
lands. 

Aft  to  explain  an  aft  20  Geo. 
III.  concerning  county  elections. 

Aft  to  amend  the  aft  limiting  the 
number  of  outfide  pafiengers  of  ftage 
coaches,  &c. 

Aft  to  authorize  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  cuftoms  to  defray  charges 
of  feizures  out  of  his  majefty’s  fhare 

feizures  in  general. 


Mn  Abfradl  of  an  Aft  for  limiting  the 
Number  of  Perfons  to  be  carried  on 
the  Outfide  of  Stage-Coaches ,  and 
other  Carriages.  28  Geo.  III.  c. 
57,  1788. 

'JT'  ROM  the  1  ft  day  of  Novem- 
1 »  ber,  1788,  if  the  driver  of  any 
coach,  or  other  fuch  carriage,  tra¬ 
velling  for  hire,  fhall  permit  more 
than  fix  perfons  at  one  time  to  ride 
upon  the  roof,  or  more  than  two 
perfons  to  ride  upon  the  box,  of  any 
fuch  coach  or  carriage,  on  convic¬ 
tion,  either  by  his  own  confeftion, 
the  view  of  a  Juftice,  or  by  oath  of 
a  credible  witnefs  before  a  Juftice 
of  the  place  where  the  offence  may 
be  committed,  to  forfeit  forty  fhil- 
lings  for  every  perfon  riding  as  out¬ 
fide  paftenger  above  the  number 
mentioned*,  -and  if  the  offender  be 
owner  of  the  coach,  then  four 
pounds :  and, -in  default  of  payment 
of  either  penalty,  the  offender  may 
be  committed  for  a  month. 

If  the  driver  of  any  coach,  &c. 
travelling  with  a  greater  number  of 
outfide-paffengers  than  allowed,  can¬ 
not  be  found,  or  fhall  not  appear 
In  confequence  of  the  Juftice’s  fum- 
mons  on  fuch  complaint,  then  the 
owner  of  iuch  coach,.  &c,  is  liable 

2  '  ..  ,s 


to  the  penalty  of  forty  fhillings. 

If  a  Conftable  negleft  to  execute 
the  warrant  purfuant  to  this  aft,  on 
con  viftion  before  a  J  uftice,  on  his  own 
confeftion,  or  by  oath  of  a  credible 
witnefs,  to  forfeit  forty  fhillings; 
and,  if  not  forthwith  paid,  may  be 
committed  to  gaol  for  a  month. 

The.  forms  of  the  proceedings  re¬ 
lative  hereto  are  exprefied  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  aft. 

The  former  Adi  altered ,  explained, 
and  amended',  and  for  regulating 
the  Conduct  of  the  Drivers  and 
Guards  of  Stage-Coaches,  or  other 
Carriages.  30  Geo.  III.  c.  36, 
1790. 

FROM  the  29th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1790,  if  the  driver  of  any 
coach,  or  other  fuch  carriage,  drawn 
by  three  or  more  horfes,  and  going 
for  hire,  permit  more  than  one  per¬ 
fon  on  the  coach-box  befides  him- 
{elf,  and  four  on  the  roof;  and,  if 
fuch  carriage  fhall  be  drawn  by  lefs 
than  three  horfes,  more  than  one 
perfon  on  the  coach-box'  and  three 
perfons  on  the  roof  (except  the  dri¬ 
ver  of  a  carriage  drawn  by  leis  than 
three  horfes,  which  ftiall  not  go  a 
greater  diftance  than  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  Poll- Office  in  Lon¬ 
don,  nor  carry  more  than  one  per¬ 
fon  on  the  coach-box  and  four  per¬ 
fons  on  the  roof),  to  be  conveyed 
thereby,  he  fhall  pay  to  the  collec¬ 
tor  of  the  tolls,  at  every  turnpike- 
gate  thro*  which  the  carriage  fhall 
pafs,  five  fhillings  for  each  perfon 
above  the  limited  number:  and  if 
any  paftenger,  above  the  limited 
number,  be  fet  down,  or  taken  up, 
whereby  the  payment  of  five  fhil¬ 
lings  may  be  evaded,  the  driver,  on 
conviftion,  by  his  own  confeftion,  the 
view  of  a  Juftice,  or  oath,  of  a  cre¬ 
dible 
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Bible  witnefs,  to  be  committed  to 
gaol,  or  the  hoiife  of  correction,  for 
not  more  than  one  month,  and  not 
lefs  than  fourteen  days.  The  five 
{hillings  per  head  beyond  the  limited 
number  to  be  levied  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  tolls. 

After  the  fame  day,  to  be  painted 
on  the  outlide  of  each  door  of  every 
Itage-coach  (except  mail-coaches) 
in  legible  characters,  the  proprietor’s 
name,  and,  when  different  ones,  the 
name  of  that  which  lhall  live  within 
'  the  Bills  of  Mortality  to  be  ufed. 
If  the  coachman  fiiffer  any  other 
perfon  to  drive  his  coach,  without 
eonfent  of  paffengers,  or  quit  the 


box  without  reafonable  occafion,  or 
by  mifconduCt  overturn  the  carri¬ 
age,  or  endanger  the  per  fon  or  pro¬ 
perty  of  paffengers,  to  forfeit  not 
more  than  live  pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
forty  {hillings.  If  the  guard  to  any 
coach  fire  off  the  arms  he  is  en- 
trufted  with,  either  while  the  coach 
is  going  on  the  road,  or  in  any 
'  town,  otherwife  than  for  defence 
of  fuch  coach,  to  forfeit  twenty  {hil¬ 
lings.  The  penalties  by  the  former 
aft  on  peace-officers,  for  neglefting 
to  execute  warrants,  to  extend  to 
this  aft,  and  to  be  levied  and  ap= 
plied  in  the  fame  manner. 


\ 


i: 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  1790. 


NAVY. 

February  i  . 

FOR  26,000  men,  Including  3,860  marines,  at  4 1.  £.  s.  A 

per  man.  per  month  —  —  — *  1,040,000  o  o 

March  2. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  of 

the  marines  —  —  —  703,276  17  II 

For  the  extraordinaries  of  the  navy,  for  building  and 
repairing  veffels,  over  and  above  the  allowance  for 
wear  and  tear  — -  —  —  490,36©  o  o 

Ar  ril  27. 

For  difcharging  fo  much  of  the  navy  debt  —  200,000  o  6 


Total  of  the  navy  — -  2,433,636  17  11 


ARMY. 

February  9. 

For  17,448  men,  including  1,620  invalids,  as  guards 
and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain  —  — . 

For  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and  Gib¬ 
raltar  —  _ 

For  making  good  the  deficiency  in  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Britifh  andlrifh  efiablifhment  for  1789- 

For  advance  of  pay  to  the  forces  in  theE'aft  Indies  — 

F or  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers 
for  1790  « — .  _  __ 

For  the  pay  of  general  and  general  ftafF-officers  in 
Great  Britain  —  — .  _ 

For  allowances  to  thepaymafter  general,  fecretary  at 
war.  &c.  — 

For  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines 

For  the  reduced  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the 
troop  .'.of  horfe  and  grenadier  guards 
For  the  officers  late  in  the  Dutch  feryice 


578,562  14  1 

317,549  16  o 

8,245  10  1 

11,435  12  io§- 

10,808  7  if 

6,409  8  o 

63,276  5  8 
162,797  18  4 

—  202  1  8 

3,392  14  2 
For 
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For  the  reduced  officers  of  Britifh  American  forces  — 
For  allowances  to  feveral  of  the  fame  —  — 

■March  29. 

For  pay  of  a  corps  of  foot  to  ferve  in  New  South 
Wales  —  —  * —  — 

For  officers  widows,  and  expences  attending  the  fame 
For  the  Heffian  fubfidy  —  — .  — 

For  the  Chelfea  penfionera  —  — 

For  the  army  extraordinaries  for  1789  — •  — 


£•  s- 
55,092  10  © 

4,907  10  p 


3’4IJ  £4  4 
9,991  9  3 

36,093  15  ,0 
180,938  19  6 

356,458  12  4 


Total  of  the  army  — -  1,809,574  19  5f 


O  R  D  N  A  N  C  E. 


February  9. 

For  the  charges  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land: 

fervice  for  1790  —  —  — 

For  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1788 
For  fea  fervice,  ditto  —  — 


r- 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 


March  29. 

For  Scotch  roads  and  bridges  —  — 

February  2. 

To  pay  off  the  exchequer  bills  of  the  laft  feffions 
To  the  commiffioners  of  American  claims  — 

For  American  fuffierers  —  —  — - 

To  difcharge  bills  drawn  by  the  governors  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  New  Brunfwick  — 
Frovifioris  &c.  fent  to  New  South  Wales  —  — 
For  American  and  Eaft  Florida  fuffierers  — - 

For  money  iffiued  in  purfuance  of  addreffies  — 

For  the  convifts  at  Plymouth  and  on  the  Thames  — 
To  the  clerk  to  the  commiffioners  of  fees  and 

To  the  fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  for  regulating 
the  fhipping  of  flaves  —  —  — . 

Expences  of  carrying  into  executioV  the  a£t  for  en¬ 
quiring  into  the  emoluments  of  officers  of  the 
cuftoms  —  —  —  — p« 

Extra  expences  of  the  mint  for  1788  —  — 

k  "  .  ,  -  [«3] 


418,207 

13,869 

23,795 

4 

0 

16 

3 

6 

7 

455,872 

H 

6 

CES. 

4,859 

1 

1 

/ 

8 

5,500,000 

0 

0 

3,162 

5 

6 

35^85 

IS 

6 

1,632 

.  6 

49>47  9 

17 

0 

238,279 

9 

2{- 

48,424 

15 

3 

41,117 

3 

0 

761 

8 

0 

0 

0 

U-, 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

3^5  20 

17 

1 

For 
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For  printing-  reports  concerning  the  African  trade  - 
To  the  fee  retar  y  of  the  commilfioners  of  the  Eaft  Flo¬ 
rida  claims  —  —  — .  __ 

To  ditto  of  American  loyalifts  —  — 

Civil  eftablilhment  of  Nova  Scotia  —  — 

The  like  of  New  Brunfwick  -m-  — 

The  like  of  St.  John’s  I  Hand  —  . — 

The  like  of  Cape  Breton  —  —  ___ 

The  like  of  Newfoundland  —  _ 

The  like  of  the  Bahama  fflands  —  — 

The  like  of  New  South  Wales  .  — 

To  the  chief  juftice  of  Dominica  —  . 

To  ditto  of  the  Bermuda  lllands 

For  the  African  forts  —  _  _ 

For  profecution  of  Warren  Haftings,  efq.  — 


£•  *  '•  4 


910 


200  o  q 
1,900  o  o 
6,376  17  6 

4,400  o  o 
1,840  o 
2,100  o 
1,182  10 
4,080  o 


t  f 

Q 

o 


•-> 

o 


4^58  7 

6co  o 
580  o 
13,000  o 
2,951 


Q 
8 
o 

9 

o 

I  10 


'jpotal  of  mifcellaneous  fervices 


6,000,598  17  5: 


D  E  FICIENCIES. 


.  April  15, 

Deficiency  of  laft  year’s  grants  _ 

l  May  11. 

Vote  of  credit  for  the  Spanilh  armament 


p  z\ 

\  ■  " 

1, 000,000  o  o 


Recapitulation  of  the  Supplies. 


Navy  — 

Army  — 

Ordnance 

Milcellaneous  fervices 
Deficiencies  — 
Yote  of  credit 


1 


2,433,636  17  n 
1,809,574  19  5; 

455,872  14  6 
6,000,598  17  5 
231,517  12  2 

1,000,000  o  o 


Total  of  fupplies  for  \  790  —  1 1,931,201 


1  5? 


f  ..  :,v. 


WAYS 
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WATS  and  MEANS  for  raifng  the  above  Supplies ,  granted  to  his 

Majefiy for  the  Tear  1 790. 

*  February  4. 

By  land-tax,  at  4  s.  in  the  pound  — 

By  malt  duty  — 


March  25. 

By  annuities  for  i8£  years,  from  April  5,  1789  •— 

Profit  on  50,000  lottery  tickets,  at  15  1,  i6  s.  \\  d.  - 
Exchequer  bills  —  —  — -  — 

Surplus  of  confolidated  fund  —  —  — 

Farther  furplus  —  — .  — 

Foreign  fecret  fervice  money  repaid  —  — 

May  11. 

Exchequer  bills  - —  —  —  — 


Total  ways  and  means 
Total  fupplies 


f.  s.  a. 
2,000,000  O  O 

750,000  o  o 

187,000  O  o 
290,937  10.  o 
5,500,000  O  o 
2,300,000  o  o 
621,151  i  3 
34,000  O  o 

1,000,000  o  o 
12,496,088  II  3l 


—  11,931,201 


.Si 


Excefs  of  ways  and  means  — £•  568,887  9  ioi 


. ) 

l 

i 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790, 

An  Account  of  trie  Net  Produce  of  the  Duties  of  Customs, Excise, 
Stamps,  and  Incidents,  between  the  5th  day  of  April,  1788,  tq 
the  5th  day  of  Aprd,  1789  ;  and  between  the  5th  day  of  April,  1789, 
to  the  5th  day  of  April,  1790. 


1789. 

£• 

«s* 

d. 

3,711,126 

3 

9 

6,068,295 

8 

2 

1,244,109 

li 

3 

1 56,000 

0 

0 

350,268  15 

1 

20,421 

9 

jci 

533 

7\ 

156,000 

0 

0 

960 

0 

0  ; 

7 

13 

4 

1,891 

1 1 

7\ 

3»°9T 

12 

0 

6 

*3 

4 

45,585 

0 

0 

51,285  15 

7  i 

383,234 

10 

10 

128,809 

0 

H 

2,220 

0 

0 

I  1,100 

4 

4. 

I4,052 

4 

4 

91,876 

13 

si 

3 T  ,43 1 

4 

H 

126,965 

8 

27,644 

13 

<* 

19,420 

17 

9i 

u,5  3 

8 

J1i 

99,985  17 

7l 

5°,  *95 

16 

n? 

4>^8o 

16 

1 1 

19,786 

2 

94 

6 

0 

0 

1,808,675 

7 

ai 

[2,832,206 

10 

” — "'r— 

7| 

Customs 
Excise  r— 
Stamps  — 


Incidents. 

Confolidated  letter  money,  17S7  — 

fait  —  —  — 

Seizures  fince  25th  October,  1760  f“? 

Proffers*  D°  — r  m~' 

Fines  of  leafes,  D°  —  ~ 

Letter  money,  D°  —  ' 

Alum  mines,  D°  r—  ~ 

Cotmpofjtions,  D°  — 

Fines  and  Forfeitures,  D°  —  — 

Alienation  duty,  D°  —  — 

Rent  of  a  light-houfe,  D°  — *  — 

0  d.  per  lib.  on  penfions,  24th  June,  1721 
1  s.  deduction  on  falaries,  See.  5th  April, 
1758  ~  — 

Houfes  and  Windows,  1766  —  — 

Inhabited  houfes,  1779  — -  — 

jHawkers  and  Pedlars,  24th  June,  1710  - 
Ditto,  1785  —  —  — 

Rackney  coaches  and  chairs,  iffc  Aug. 

1711  —  —  — - 

Ditto,  1784  — 1  i— ?  —* 

Male  fervants,  — ?  1785  r—  — - 

Female  D°  —  D°  —  - — 

4-wheel  carriages,  D°  *■ —  — - 

s^wheel  D®  —  D°  — -  ■ — 

Waggons,  —  D®  - —  — 

Caits,  —  D°  *— • 

Horfes,  —  V°.  —  — 

Shops,  » —  D0*  rr  — 

Firft  Frplts  of  the  Clergy  — -  ~ 

Men  Servants,  17V7 

Jloufes  and  Windows,  1726  —  — 

Total  of  Incidents  — 


Total  of  Cuftoms,  Excife 
Stamps,  and  incidents 


-1 


'Exchequer, 

J2th  of  April^  1 79c?. 


ST 


1790. 


St  d . 


*  £• 

3,777,152  1  7\ 
6>7°7»555  16  9 

259,124  3  IQ 


156,000  o  o 
397,104  15  3-| 
*9,828  12  1 

648  2  ^ 

201,000  o  o 
960  o  o 
500 

2,023  2  0 

I  j  3  4 
44,700  o  Q 

3  5  ’  3  5  7  17  10 
429,257  8  1 1 
1 5  S’° 1 5  6  3$ 

3,536ti  5 


12,200 

14,000 

99,^93 

36,8.81 

148,692 

33,934 

22,530 

JI,3Q5 

109,287 
52,9  *  9 
3,937 
9=66  7 


o 
o 

*•  i 

z 

17 
o 

18  3 

*7  3i 
10  11 


9 

o 

T 


Si 


3* 


8 

11  10 

5  o 

14  6 


229  1  10 


2,001,592  14  0A 


1  3,745,424  l6  3 1 


ROBERT  JrENNlNGS. 

STATE 
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I 
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STATE  PAPERS. 


ffis  Majefly's  ynojl  gracious  Speech 
to  both  HouJ'es  of  Parliament ,  on 
the  opening  op'  the  fervent h  SeJjlon  of 
the  fxieenth  Parliament ,  January 

lift,  1790. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I N  C  E  I  laft  met  you  in  par¬ 
liament,  the  continuance  of  the 
war  on  the  continent,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  foliation  of  different  parts  of 
Lurope,  have  been  productive  of 
events  which  have  engaged  my  moft 
ferious  attention. 

While  I  fee,  with  a  juft  concern, 
the  interruption  of  the  tranquillity 
of  other  countries,  I  have  at  the 
fame  time  great  fatisfaCtion  in  being 
able  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  receive 
continued  affurances  of  the  good 
difpofoion  of  all  foreign  powers  to¬ 
wards  thefe  kingdoms ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  that  you  will  entertain 
with  me  a  deep  and  grateful  ienfe 
of  the  favour  of  Providence  in  con¬ 
tinuing  to  my  fubjeCts  the  increaf- 
ing  advantages  of  peace,  and  the 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe 
invaluable  bleifings  which  they  have 
fo  long  derived  from  our  excellent 
qonftitution. 

Gentlemen  of  the  .  Hpufe  qf 
Commons,  y 

I  have  given  directions  that  the 
fcftimates  for  the  prefent  year  ftiould 
laid  before  youj  and  I  rely  on 


your  readinefs  to  grant  fuch  fupplies 
as  the  oircumftances  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice  may 
be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
The  regulations  prefcribed  by 
the  aft  of  the  laft  feftion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  corn  trade,  not 
having  been  duly  carried  into  ef¬ 
fect  in  feveral  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  there  appeared  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  fuch  an  exportation 
of  corn  might  take  place,  and  fuch 
difficulties  occur  in  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  as  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  molt  ferious  in¬ 
convenience  to  my. fubjeCts.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances,  it  appeared 
indifpenfably  neceftary  to  take  im¬ 
mediate  meafures  for  preventing 
the  exportation  and  facilitating  the 
importation  of  certain  forts  of  corn ; 
and  I  therefore,  by  the  advice  of 
my  privy  council,  iifued  an  order 
for  that  purpofe,  a  copy  of  which 
I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before 
you. 

I  have  only  further  to  defire, 
that  you  will  continue  to  apply 
yourfelves  to  thofe  objeCls  which 
may  require  your  attention,  with 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
which  has  hitherto  appeared  in  all 
your  proceedings,  and  of  which  the 
effeCts  have  been  fo  happily  mani- 
fefted  in  the  increafe  of  the  public 

revenue. 
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revenue,  the  extenfion  of  the  coni¬ 
ine  rce  and  manufa&ures  of  the 
country,  and  the  general  profperity 
of  my  people. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nour  able  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
T emporal,  in  Parliament  afl'embkd , 
Friday,  zzd  January,  17 90. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjects,  -the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
moil  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne. 

We  are  fenfible  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  events  produced  by  the 
continuance  of  the  war  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  the  internal  fituation  of 
different  parts  of  Europe,  which 
have  naturally  attracted  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  moil  ferious  attentibn. 

We  beg  leave  to  allure  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  that,  while  we  fee  with  a  juil 
concern  the  interruption  of  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  other  countries,  we  feel 
the  trueft  fatis faction  from,  the'  af- 
furances  your  majefly  has  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  us  of  the 
good  dilpofition  manifelled  by  all 
foreign  powers  towards  thefe  king¬ 
doms  ;  and  that  we  entertain,  with 
your  majefty,  a  deep  and  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  favour  of  Providence, 
in  continuing  to  thefe  kingdoms 
the  increafmg  advantages  of  peace, 
and  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
thofe  invaluable  bleflings  -which 
your  majefty’s  moft  faithful  fubjedls 
have  fo  long  derived  from  our  ex- 
cellent  conllitution. 

We  return  your  majefty  our  du¬ 
tiful  thanks  for  the  communication 
which  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed 


to  make  to  us  of  the  reafons  which 
induced' your  majefty  to  take  fuch 
immediate  meafures  as  appeared 
indifpenfably  neceflary  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  exportation  and  facilitating 
the  importation  of  corn ;  and  for 
your  majefty’s  gracious  condefcen- 
lion,  in  direfling  to  be  laid  before 
this  houfe  a  copy  of  the  order, 
which  your  majefty,  by  the  advice 
of  your  privy  council,  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  iftue  for  that  purpofe. 

Permit  us,  fir,  to  offer  to  your 
majefty  our  humble  acknowledge¬ 
ments  for  the  gracious  approbation 
which  your  majefty  is  pleafed  to 
declare  of  our  former  condufl ;  and 
to  give  your  majefty  the  flrongell 
afturances,  that,  animated  by  the 
fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
which  has  hitherto  directed  our 
proceedings,  and  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  happinefs  and  fecurity 
which  we  experience  under  your 
majefty’s  aufpicious  government, 
we  will  diligently  continue  to  ap¬ 
ply  ourfelves  to  thofe  obje&s  which 
may  require  our  attention,  and  may 
bell  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  revenue,  the  extenfion 
of  the  commerce  and  manufafhires 
of  the  country,  and  the  general 
profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms.  - 

To  this  His  Majefly  returned  the  fol¬ 
lowing  moji  gracious  Anfwer . 

My  Lords, 

I  receive  with  great  pleafure  your 
dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs. , 

The  firft  object  of  my  wifhes  be¬ 
ing  the  profperity  of  my  people,  I 
cannot  but  exprefs  my  fatisfatlion 
at  receiving  fuch  llrong  affurances 
of  your  dilpofition  to  apply  your 
attention  to  thofe  important  obje&s 
which  I  have  recommended  to  your 
coniideration. 

The 
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be  humble  Addrefs  of  >  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament 
aJJ'embled ,  2  zd  January  J  790. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  par¬ 
liament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  yoqr  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne. 

While  we  participate  in  the  juft 
concern  with  which  your  majefty 
obferves  the  interruption  of  the 
tranquillity  of  other  countries,  we 
feel,  at  the  fame  time,  the  greateft 
fatisfaCtion  in  being  informed  that 
your  majefty  continues  to  receive 
affurances  of  the  friendly  difpofition 
of  foreign  powers :  and  we  enter¬ 
tain  a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  favour  of  Providence  towards 
thefe  kingdoms,  in  continuing  to 
tis  the  increafing  advantages  of 
peace,  and  the  uninterrupted  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  thofe  invaluable  bleflings 
which  we  have  fo  long  derived  from 
pur  excellent  conftitution,  and  which 
we  fo  happily  experience  under 
your  majefty’s  mild  and  aufpicious 
government. 

Your  majefty  may  be  allured  that 
we  fhall  proceed  with  cheerfulnefs 
to  make  fuch  provifton  as  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  requifite  for  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice. 

We  are  duly  fenfible  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  paternal  regard  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  your  people,  which  has  been 
manifefted  in  your' anxiety  to  pre¬ 
vent  the'  further  exportation  of 
corn,  and  to  facilitate  the  impor¬ 
tation  under  the  -  circumftances 
which  your  majefty  has  been  gra- 
pioully  pleafed  to  communicate  to 
us ;  and  we  delire  humbly  to  return 
our  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for  hav¬ 
ing  been  pleafed  to  direCl;  a  copy 
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of  the  order,  ilfued  by  your  majefty, 
by  the  advice  of  your  privy  council, 
to  be  laid  before  us. 

We  allure  your  majefty,  that  we 
fhall  uniformly  continue  to  apply 
ourfelves,  with  unremitting  afli- 
duity  and  zeal,  to  thofe  objects 
of  public  concern  which  may  re¬ 
quire  our  attention;  and  fhall  be, 
at  all  times,  defirous  of  adopt¬ 
ing  every  proper  meafure  for  main¬ 
taining,  the  public  revenue,  and  en¬ 
couraging  thp  commerce  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  the  country,  as  being 
elfentially  connected  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  profperity  of  your  majefty’s 
dominions. 

Tq  this  Plis  Majefty  returned  the  fair 

lowing  tnoft  gracious  Anfwer.  ' 
Gentlemen, 

I  thank  you  for  your  very  loyal 
and  dutiful  addrefs.  It  is  with  great 
fatisfaCtion  that  I  receive  the  ,-re- 
peated  exprefiions  of  your  affec¬ 
tionate  attachment,  and  the  affur- 
ances  of  your  continued  attention 
to  thofe  objects  which  are  connected 
with  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  my  people. 


His  Majefty’s  Speech  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament ,  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
fenentlr  Sejfton ,  Thurfday ,  10th 
June ,  1790. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

'HE  necelfary  public  buffnefs, 
being  now  concluded,  I  think 
it  right  to  put  an  end  to  this  feftion 
of  parliament, 

I  have  not  hitherto  received  the 
anfwer  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  the 
reprefentation  which  I  have  directed 
to  be  made  at  that  court,  in  fupport 
o(  the  dignity  of  my  crown,  and  of 

the 
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the  interefts  of  my  people.  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  entertain  the  ftrongeft  de¬ 
fire  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
on  juft  and  honourable  grounds ; 
but,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
fiances,  1  feel  it  indifpenlably  ne- 
ceffary  to  proceed  with  expedition 
and  vigour  in  thole  preparations, 
the  objefts  of  which  have  already  re¬ 
ceived  your  unanimous  concurrence. 

The  affurances  and  conduct  of 
my  allies,  on  this  interefting  oeca- 
iion,  have  manifefted,  in  the  moft 
fatisfaClory  manner,  their  determi¬ 
nation  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of 
the  exifting  treaties;  and  I  truft, 
that  our  mutual  good  underftanding 
and  concert  will  be  productive  of 
the  happieft  effeCls  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture  of  affairs  in  Europe. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  return  you  my  particular  thanks 
for  the  readinefs  with  which  you 
granted  the  fupplies  for  the  current 
lervice,  and  for  your  unanimity  and 
difpatch  in  enabling  me  to  take  thole 
m cal ures  which  the  prefent  efifis 
has  rendered  neceffiry. 

/ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

As  I  think  it  may  be  of  material 
convenience  that  the  eledtion  of  a 
new  parliament  fnould  take  place 
without  delay,  it  is  my  intention 
forthwith  to  give  aire&ions  for  dif- 
folving  the  prefent,  and  for  calling 
a  new  parliament.  But,  in  fignify- 
ing  to  you- this  intention,  I  cannot 
omit  to  allure  \ou  of  the  deep  and 
grateful  ferae  which  I  muft  ever 
entertain  of  that  affectionate  and 
unfhaken  loyalty,  that  uniform  and 
zealous  regard  for  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  our  invaluable  conftitution, 
and  that  unremitting  attention  to 
the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  my 


people,  which  have  invariably  di¬ 
rected  all  your  proceedings. 

The  rapid  increafe  of  Qur  manu¬ 
factures,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
the  additional  protection  and  fecu- 
rity  afforded  to  the  diftant  poftef- 
fions  of  the  empire,  the  proviliofts 
for  the  good  government  of  India, 
the  improvement  of  the  public  re¬ 
venue,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
permanent  fyrtem  for  the  gradual 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  have 
furaiilied  the  belt  proofs  of  your 
refolution  in  encountering  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  with  which  you  had  to  con¬ 
tend,  and  of  your  lteadinefs  and 
perleverance  in  thofe  meafures  which 
were  beft  adapted  to  promote  the 
elfential  and 
dominions. 

The  loyalty  and  public  fpirit, 
the  induftry  and  enterprize  of  my 
fubjeCis,  have  feconded  your  exer¬ 
tions.  On  their  fenfe  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  they  at  prefent  ex¬ 
perience,  as  well  as  on  their  uni¬ 
form  and  affectionate  attachment  to 
my  perfon  and  government,  I  rely 
for  a  continuance  of  that  harmony 
and  confidence,  the  happy  effeCts 
of  which  have  fo  manifeffly  appear¬ 
ed  during  the  prefent  parliament, 
and  which  muft  at  all  times  afford 
the  fureft  means  of  meeting  the 
exigencies  of  war,  or  of  cultivating 
with  increafing  benefit  the  blel- 
ffngs  of  peace. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
CommonSy  on  prefenting  certain  bills 
to  his  Majefly,  'June  IO,  1 790. 

SIRE, 

OUR  faithful  pommons  have 
completed  the  fupplies  requi- 
iite  for  the  fervipe  of  the  current 
year ;  they  have  manifefted  their 

■  loyalty 


laftmg  interefts  of  my 
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loyalty  and  their  attachment  to  your 
majeiiy’s  perfon  and  government, 
by  their  uniform  attention  and  di¬ 
ligent  exertions  in  the  palling  of 
fuch  bills  as  were  moft  likely  to 
conduce  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  your  majefty’s  crown,  and  they 
have  endeavoured,  in  all  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  fnevvn  the  fpirit  of  a  great, 
a  loyal,  and  a  free  people. 

Your  majefty’s  commons  cannot 
but  contemplate,  with  peculiar  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  the  growing  produce  of 
the  revenue,  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
our  manufactures,  and  the  general 
increafe  of  commerce  and  trade ; 
circumllances  affording  the  molt 
flattering  proofs  of  the  profperous 
hate  of  the  country,  in  which  they 
have  no  doubt  of  your  majefty  par¬ 
ticipating  with  them,  and  in  the 
fatisfaflion  afforded  by  the  con¬ 
templation  of  tliefe  great  and  im¬ 
portant  objeCts. 

Y our  majefty ’s  commons  are  well  a- 
ware,that  the  principal  caufe,  among 
many  others,  to  which  thefe  great 
national  benefits  are  to  be  afcribed, 
is  the  continuance  of  peace ;  but, 
fenfible  as  they  are  of  thefe  blef- 
iings,  and  anxioufly  defirous  of  ren¬ 
dering  them  permanent,  they  have 
lately  afforded  yojjr  majefty  a  fub- 
ftantial  proof,  that  it  was  their  una¬ 
nimous  opinion  that  peace  ought 
not  to  be  maintained  but  on  fuch 
terms  as  fhould  be  ftriftly  confident 
with  the  honour  of  your  maje fly’s 
crown,  and  the  interefls  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  your  majefly’s  fubjefts. 


Me(Jage  from  his  Majefty  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  May  25, 
1790;  relative  to  the  capture  of 
certain  Vefels,  by  the  Spaniards, 
iu  Nootka  Sound, 
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I S  majefty  has  received  in¬ 
formation,  that  two  veffels 
belonging  to  his  majefty’s  fubjefts, 
and  navigated  under  the  Britifli 
flag,  and  two  others,  of  which  the 
defcription  is  not  hitherto  fulhcient- 
ly  afcertained,  have  been  captured' 
at  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  north- 
weftern  coaft  of  America,  by  an 
officer  commanding  two  Spanifh.. 
fhips  of  war ;  that  the  cargoes  of 
the  Britifli  veffels  have  been  feized, 
and  that  their  officers  and  crews 
have  been  fent  as  prifoners  to  a 
Spanifh  port. 

The  capture  of  one  of  thefe  vef¬ 
fels  had  before  been  notified  by  the 
ambaflador  of  his  Catholic  majefty, 
by  order  of  his  court,  who,  at  the 
fame  time,  defired  that  meafures 
might  be  taken  for  preventing  his 
majefty’s  fubjeCls  from  frequenting 
thofe  coafts,  which  were  alledged  to 
have  been  previoufly  occupied  and 
frequented  by  the  fubjefts  of  Spain, 
Complaints  were  al fo  made  of  the 
fifheries  carried  on  by  his  majefty’s 
fubjefts  in  the  leas  adjoining  to  the 
Spanifh  continent,  as  being  con¬ 
trary  to  the  rights  of  the  crown  of 
Spam,  in  confequence  of  this  com¬ 
munication,  a  demand  was  imme¬ 
diately  made,  by  his  majefty’s  or¬ 
der,  for  adequate  fatisfadlion,  and 
for  the  reftitution  of  the  veffel,  pre¬ 
vious  to  any  other  difcuffion. 

By  the  anfwer  from  the  court  of 
Spain  it  appears,  that  this  veffel 
and  her  crew  hafl  been  fet  at  li¬ 
berty  by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico; 
but  this  is  reprefented  to  have  been 
done  by  him  on  the  fuppofition  that 
nothing  but  the  ignorance  of  the 
rights  of  Spain,  encouraged  the  in¬ 
dividuals  of  other  nations  to  come 
to  thofe  coafts  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  cftablifhments,  or  carrying 

OR. 
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on  trade,  and  in  conformity  to  his 
previous  inftruftions,  requiring  him 
to  fhew  all  polhble  regard  to  the 
Britifh  nation. 

No  fatisfaftion  is  made,  or  offer¬ 
ed,  and  a  direft  claim  is  afferted 
by  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  ex¬ 
clusive  rights  of  Sovereignty,  navi¬ 
gation,  and  commerce,  in  the  terri¬ 
tories,  coafts,  and  Seas,  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

His  majedy  has  now  direfted  his 
minider  at  Madrid' to  make  a  frefh 
representation  on  this  Subject,  and  to 
claim  Such  full  and  adequate  fatif- 
faftion  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
evidently  requires.  And,  under 
thefe  circumilances,  his  majedy, 
having  alfo  received  information 
that  condderable  armaments  are 
carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  Spain, 
has  judged  it  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  give  orders  for  making  Such 
preparations  as  may  put  it  in  his 
majefty’s  power  to  ail  with  vigour 
and  effeft  in  Support  of  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  interells  of 
his  people.  And  his  majedy  recom¬ 
mends  it  to  his  faithful  commons, 
-on  whofe  zeal  and  public  Spirit  he 
has  the  mod  perfeft  reliance,  to 
enable  him  to  take  fuch  meafures, 
and  to  make  fuch  augmentation  of 
his  forces,  as  may  be  eventually 
neceffary  for  this  purpofe. 

It  is  his-  majedy’s  earned  wifn, 
that  the  judice  of  his  majedy’s  de¬ 
mand,;  may  enfure,  from  the  wifdom 
and  equity  of  his  Catholic  majedy, 
the  Satisfaction  which  is  fo  unques¬ 
tionably  due  ;  and  that  this  affair 
may  be  terminated  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  prevent  any  grounds  of 
mifunderdandino-  in  future,  and  to 
continue  and  confirm  that  harmony 
and  friendihip  which  has  fo  hap¬ 
pily  fubdded  between  the  two 


courts,  and  which  his  majedy  will 
always  endeavour  to  maintain  and 
improve,  by  all  fuch  means  as  are 
confident  with  the  dignity  of  his 
majedy’s  crown,  and  the  effential 
intereds  of  his  Subjects. 

G.  R. 


1 The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  in  Parliament  ajfembled. 
May  26th;  in  conference  of  the 
foregoing  Mefage. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majedy’s  mod  du* 
tiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the 
lords  Spiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majedy  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  gracious  meflage, 
acquainting  this  houfe  of  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  the  capture 
of  Britifli  veffels  on  the  north- 
wedern  coad  of  America,  and  to 
the  conduft  of  the  court  of  Spain 
on  this  occafion,  which  have  in¬ 
duced  yuur  maj-edy  to  give  orders 
for  marking  fuch  preparations  as 
may  put  it  in  your  majedy’s  power 
to  aft  with  vigour  and  effeft  in  Sup¬ 
port  of  theJhonour  of  your  majedy ’s 
crown,  and  of  the  intereds  of  his 
people  ;  and  to  adure  your  majedy, 
that  wre  diall  readily  proceed  to 
enable  your  majedy  to  take  fuch 
meafures,  and  to  make  fuch  aug¬ 
mentation  of  your  majedy’s  forces, 
as  may  eventually  be  neceffary  on 
this  occafion. 

We  trud  that  the  judice  of  your 
majedy’s  demands  will  enfure,  from 
the  wifdom  and  equity  of  his  Catho¬ 
lic  majedy,  the  fatisfaftion  which 
is  fo  unquedionably  due  to  your 
Jnajedy;  and  we  Shall  fpicerely  re- 
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ioice  in  fuch  a  termination  of  the 
difcuffions  now  depending,  as  may 
prevent  any  grounds  of  mifunder- 
ftanding  in  future,  and  may  conti¬ 
nue  and  confirm  that  harmony  and 
friend fhip  which  has  happily  fub- 
ftfted  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain ;  but  we,  at  the  fame  time. 
Feel  it  our  indifpenfabfe  duty  to 
affure  your  majefty  of  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  this  houfe  to  afford  your 
majefty  the  moft  zealous  and  effec¬ 
tual  fupport  in  fuch  mea  fares  as 
may  become  requifite  for  maintain¬ 
ing  the  dignity  of  your  majefty’s 
crown,  and  the  effential  interefts  of 
your  majefty’s  dominions.. 


Suhftance  of  the  Memorial  prefented  ly 
Lieutenant  Mears  to  the  Right 
Honourable  W.  Wyndham  Gren¬ 
ville,  one  of  His  Majefy’s  Prin- 
;  a  pal  Secretaries  of  State.  With 
Explanations. 

memorial  explairs,  in 
j*  general,  the  grounds  that  gave 
rife  to  the  prefent  contefl  with  Spam; 
but  the  precife  point,  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  before  peace  can  be  finally 
fettled,  is  Hill  involved  in  fome  ob- 
feurity.  That  fome  of  the  fhip s  were 
feized,  and  others  fuffered  to  proceed, 
to  trade  unmolefted,  is  not  eafily  to 
be  accounted  for  on  the  principles 
of  the  treaties  that  now  fubfift' be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  By  the  laft 
treaty  of  peace  with  Spain,  a  free 
trade,  and  no  search,  was  the 
fine  qua  non  on  which  it  was  con¬ 
cluded.  The  Spanifh  court,  in  her 
prefent  fituation,  would  not  then 
have  ventured  to  inveil  any  of  her 
officers  with  powers  to  interrupt 


Britifh  fhips  navigating  the  open 
feas,  and  wantonly  to  infult  the  flag 
of  Great  Britain,  as  reprefented  by 
the  memorialifl  at  Nootka  Sound,  if 
they  had  not  Hill  fome  latent  claim 
to  urge  which  has  not  yet  been  un¬ 
equivocally  decided.-— But  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  memorial. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 7 86,  certain  merchants,  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  Bail 
India  company,  defirous  of  open¬ 
ing  a  trade  with  the  N.  W.  coaft  of 
America,  for  fupplying  the  Chinefe 
market  with  furs  *  and  ginfeng, 
communicated  their  defign  to  fir 
John  Macpherfon,  the  governor  ge¬ 
neral  of  India,  who  joined  in  ths 
fubfeription  for  carrying  it  into  ex¬ 
ecution  ;  and  two  veflels  were  pur- 
chafed,  and  placed  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Mears,  the  memonaiiil 
who  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the 
fervice  of  government. 

In  March,  the  fame  year,  one  of 
the  veflels,  named  the  Sea  Otter, 
captain  Tippin,  was  difpatched  to 
Prince  William’s  Sound,  and  was 
foon  followed  by  the  other,  named 
the  Nootka,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Mears  himfelf,  who,  on  his  arrival 
in  Prince  William’s  Sound  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  learned  that  the  Sea  Otter 
had  left  that  place  fome  days  be¬ 
fore,  and  by  future  intelligence  was 
allured,  that,  file  had  been  loft;  on 
the  coaft  of  Kamfchatka. 

In  Prince  William’s  Sound  the 
Nootka  wintered,  and  in  the  mean, 
time  her  commander  opened  an  <?x- 
tenjvve  trade  with  the  natives  j  and, 
having  colleCled  a  cargo  of  furs, 
repaired  to  China  in  autumn  1787. 

In  January,  1788,  having  dif- 
pofed  of  the  Nootka,  he,  in  cou- 


*  This  trade  was  pointed  out  to  merchants  by  captain  King,  in  his  concluding 
volume  to  the  Voyages  of  captain  Cook. 


juijuftion 
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c  junftion  with  other  Britifb  mer¬ 
chants,  purchafed  two  other  vefiels* 
named  the  Felice  and  Iphigenia. 
The  former  he  commanded  himfelfj 
the  latter  he  put  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  captain  Douglas.  With  the 
Felice  he  reached  Nootka  Sound 
in  May ;  and  in  June  the  Iphigenia 
arrived  in  Cook’s  river.  His  firk 
bufmefs  at  Nootka  Sound  was  to 
purchafe  from  Maquila,  the  chief  of 
the  diftria,  a  fpot  of  ground,  on 
which  he  built  a  house,  and  on 
it  hoiked  a  Britijh  flag,  furrounding 
it  with  a  break-work,  and  fortifying 
it  with  a  three-pounder.  This  be- 
in  o-  compleated,  he  proceeded  to 
trade ;  the  Felice  taking  her  route 
to  the  fouthward,  and  the  Iphigenia 
to  the  northward,  both  fhips  con¬ 
fining  themfelves  within  the  lati¬ 
tudes  of  60  and  45  deg.  30  min. 
north. 

In  September  the  Felice  returned 
to  Nootka  Sound,  where  the  people 
the  memorialik  had  left  behind  had 
nearly  compleated  a  vefiel,  which 
was  foon  after  launched,  and  called 
the  North-Wed  America, meafuring 
about  forty  tons,  which  was  equip¬ 
ped  with  all  expedition,  to  afiik  him 
in  his  enterprises. 

During  his  ab fence  from  Nootka 
Sound,  he  had,  by  prefents,  obtain¬ 
ed  from  Wickananifh,  the  chief  of 
the  did  riel  furrounding  Port  Cox 
and  Port  Effingham,  in  lat.  45  and' 
49  deg.  the  promife  of  a  free  and 
exclufive  trade,  with  leave  to  build 
whatever  he  Ihould  find  nccefi'ary 
for 1  his  convenience  ;  and  alfo  the 
fame  privileges  from  T atouche,  chief 
of  the  country  bordering  On  the 
Ilraits  of  Juan  de  Fuca.  Befides 
thefe,  he  had  purchafed  from  Tat. 
touche  a  trad:  of  land  within  thofe 
ilraits,  of  which  one  of  his  officers 
had  taken  pofieffion  in  the  king’s 
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name,  calling  the  fame  T atouclie> 
in  honour  of  the  chief* 

The  Iphigenia,  in  her  progrefs  to 
the  fouthward,  had  been  no  lefs  fuo 
cefsful  than  the  Felice  in  obtaining 
grants  of  the  native  chiefs,  no  Eu¬ 
ropean  vefiel  having  ever  been  there 
before.  , 

Matters  being  thus  fettled  with 
the  natives,  and  having  colledled  a 
cargo  of  furs*  on  Sept.  23,  the  me¬ 
morialik  proceeded  to  China  in  the 
Felice  ;  where,  having  fold  both 
lhip  and  cargo,  he  entered  into  part- 
nerkiip  with  Mefiis.  John:  and  Cad- 
man  Etches,  and  Co.  owners  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Print  efs  Royal* 
from  London,  trading  under  licences 
and  from  the  Eak-India  South-Sea 
companies,  which  would  not  expire 
till  1790,  making  a  joint  kock  of 
all  the  vefiels  and  property  employ¬ 
ed  in  that  trade  ;  and  under  that 
firm  they  purchafed  a  fhip,  built 
at  Calcutta,  called  the  Argonaut. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  being  char¬ 
tered  to  load  teas  for  the  Eak-India 
company,  returned  to  England;  an,d 
the  Princefs  Royal  and  Argonaut 
were  ordered  by  the  memorialik  to 
fail  for  America,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Mr.  J.  Colnette,  to  whom 
the  charge  of  all  the  company  's  con¬ 
cerns  on  that  coak  had  been  com¬ 
mitted.  * 

Mr.  Colnette  was  directed  to  e- 
redl  a  fubilantial  houfe  01  the  fpot‘ 
purchafed  by  the  memorialik  in  the 
preceding  year ;  and  the  two  fbips 
he  carried  out  with  him  were  load¬ 
ed  with  articles  ekimated  fufficient 
for  the  trade  pf  three  years,  befides 
a  vefiel  in  frame  of  about  thirty 
tons. 

With  the fe  he  fet  fail  from- China' 
in  the  months  of  April  and  May, 
1789,  having,  over  and  above  the 
crews/  feveral  artificers  of  different 

profeffions. 
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profeffions,  and  about  feventy  Chi- 
nele,  who  intended  to  become  fet- 
tlers  in  the  country,  under  the 
prote&ion  of  the  alfociated  com¬ 
pany. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1789,  the 
Iphigenia,  which  had  wintered  at 
the  Sandwich  iflands,  returned  to 
Nootka  Sound,  as  did  the  North- 
wed  America,  which  had  alfo  win¬ 
tered  there,  a  few  days  after,  where 
they  found  ,two  American  veflels, 
the  Columba  and  Walhington,  that 
had  wintered  in  Nootka  harbour. 

On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  North-weft  America  was  lent 
to  trade  to  the  northward,  and  alfo 
to  explore  the  archipelago  of  St. 
Lazarus. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  Iphigenia 
being  then  at  anchor  in  Nootka 
Sound,  a  Spanilh  fhip  of  war  of 
26  guns,  named  the  Princefia,  Don 
Eftuan  Jofeph  Martinez,  commander, 
from  San  Bias  in  Mexico,  anchor¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  harbour,  and  was 
foon  joined  by  a  Spanifh  fnpw  of 
16  guns,  called  the  San  Carlos, 
from  the  fame  place,  loaded  with 
cannon,  and  other  warlike  ftores. 

For  fome  time  mutual  civilities 
pafted  between  captain  Douglas  and 
the  Spanilh  officers,  and  even  fup- 
plies  were  obtained  from  the  Spa- 
niffi  captain ;  but,  on  the  14th  of 
May,  the  former  was  ordered  on 
board  the  Princefla,  and,  to  his 
great  furprize,  informed  by  Mar¬ 
tinez,  that  he  had  the  king’s  orders 
to  feize  all  Blips  that  he  might  had 
upon  that  coaft,  and  that  he,  the 
commander  of  the  Iphigenia,  was  his 
prifoner ;  and,  moreover,  inftrudted 
his  officers  to  take  polfeffton  of  the 
Iphigenia,  which  they  accordingly 
did  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  and  conveyed  the  officers  and 
men,  as  prifoners,  on  board  the 
Vol,  XXXII. 
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Spanilh  lh'p9,  where  they  were  put- 
in  irons,  and  otherwile  ill-treated. 
This  done,  Don  Martinez  took 
polfeffion  of  the  lands  which  the 
memorialift  had  purchafed  and  built 
a  temporary  habitation  upon,  pul¬ 
ling  down  the  Britijb  flag ,  and  hoifi - 
ing  the  fandard  of  Spain  thereon, 
with  fuch  other  ceremonies  as  are 
ufual  upon  fuch  occafions ;  declar¬ 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  all  the 
lands  comprised  between  Cape  Horn 
and  the  6  Oth  degree  of  north  latitude 
did  belong  to  his  Catholic  Majefy  ; 
and  accordingly  proceeded  to  build 
batteries,  ftore-houfes,  &c.  in  the 
execution  of  which  he  forcibly  em¬ 
ployed  fome  of  the  crew  of  the 
Iphigenia,  and  feveral  wdio  attempt¬ 
ed  to  refill  were  feverely  punilhed. 

And  here  it  mull  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten,  that  while  he  (captain  Douglas) 
was  detained  prifoner,  he  was  fre¬ 
quently  urged  to  fign  an  inftrument, 
purporting,  as  he  was  informed  (not 
underftanding  Spanilh  himfclf),  that 
Don  Martinez  had  found  him  in. 
Nootka  Sound  in  great  dillrefs ; 
that  he  had  fupplied  him  with  every 
thing  neceftary  for  his  paftage  to 
the  Sandwich  iflands ;  and  that  his 
navigation  had,  in  no  relpebt,  been 
interrupted  ;  but  which  paper  hav¬ 
ing-  been  difeovered  to  contain  an 

o  t 

obligation  from  him  and  Mr.  Vi- 
nanea  (fecond  captain),  on  the  part 
of  their  owners,  to  pay  on  demand 
the  valuation  of  the  Iphigenia,  her 
cargo.  See.  in  cafe  the  viceroy  of 
New  Spain  Ihould  adjudge  her  to 
be  a  lawful  prize  for  entering  the 
port  of  Nootka  without  licence  from 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  he  had  pe¬ 
remptorily  relifted,  conceiving  that 
the  port  of  Nootka  did  not  belong 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty ;  notwith¬ 
standing  which,  Don  Martinez, 
partly  by  threats,  and  partly  by 

[  T 1  pronufes 
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promifes  to  re  {lore  him,  captain 
Douglas,  to  the  command  of  the 
lphigenia,  had  ultimately  gained 
his  point ;  and  having  fo  done,  he, 
captain  Douglas,  was  reftored  to  his 
fhip,  but  ftripped,  during  the  time 
file  had  been  in  poffefiion  of  the 
Spaniards,  of  all  her  merchandize, 
ftores,  provifions.  &c.  Sec.  (even  to 
the  extent  of  the  mailer’s  watch 
and  cloathing),  twelve  bars  of  iron 
only  excepted,  which  they  could  not 
conveniently  take  away. 

In  this  diftrefs,  captain  Douglas 
finding  himfelf  utterly  unable  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  applied  to  Don  Martinez  to 
fupplicate  relief,  and  obtained  a 
trifling  fupply,  for  which  he  was 
called  upon  for  bills  on  his  owners 
at  a  molt  exorbitant  rate  ;  but  even 
then  was  retrained  from  proceed¬ 
ing  to  fea  till  the  return  of  the- 
North-weft  America,  which  Don 
Martinez  faid  he  could  difpofe  of 
for  400  dollars,  the  value  fet  upon 
her  by  one  of  the  American  cap¬ 
tains. 

The  North-weft  America,  how¬ 
ever,  not  arriving  fo  foon  as  ex¬ 
pected,  captain  Douglas  was  told 
lie  might  depart,  on  leaving  orders 
for  the  matter  to  deliver  up  the  vef- 
fel,  on  his  arrival,  for  the  ule  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty.  Accordingly,  on 
the  15th  of  June,  he  wrote  to  the 
mailer  5  but,  availing  himfelf  of  Don 
Martinez’s  ignorance  of  the  Englifh 
language,  cautioufty  forbore  to  give 
any  directions  to  the  effeCt  required, 
raid  inftantly  failed  from  Nootka 
Sound,  though  very  unfit  to  proceed 
on  fuch  a  voyage,  leaving  behind 
him  the  two  American  veffels  (Co- 
lumba  and  Walhington),  which  had 
been  fuifered  to  continue  there  alt 
the  winter  unmoieiled.  The  lphi- 
genia  ^fortunately  arrived  fafe  at 
the  Sandwich  illands,  where,  by 


means  of  the  iron  on  board,  being 
fupplied  with  neceftaries,  fhe  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  China,  and  anchored  there 
in  OClober,  1789. 

[Here  Mr.  Mears,  by  way  of  il- 
luftration,  introduces  a  tranfaftion, 
no  otherwife  connected  with  his  nar¬ 
rative,  but  as  it  proves  the  mer¬ 
chandize,  i&c.  of  which  the  Britifh 
flips  were  plundered,  to  have  been 
Britifh  property.] .  < 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the 
lphigenia  from  Nootka  Sound,  Don 
Martinez  became  acquainted  with 
the  purport  of  the  before-mentioned 
letter,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the 
North- weft  America,  on  the  9th  of 
June,  fhe  was  feized,  and  towed 
into  Nootka  harbour,  where  fhe 
was  formally  taken  pofteflion  of  as 
a  lawful  prize,  her  cargo,  confiding 
of  215  fkins  of  the  belt  quality,  her 
ftores,  and  furniture,  confifcated,  and 
her  crew  made  prifoners,  fome  of 
whom  were  afterwards  put  in  irons. 

T|ie  Princefs  Royal  (one  of  the 
flaps  fitted  up  at  London),  on  her 
arrival  foon  after  the  feizure  of  the 
North-weft  America,  was  not  only 
fuffered  to  depart,  but  the  fkins  ta¬ 
ken  from  011  board  the  North-weft 
America  (twelve  only  of  the  belt 
quality,  detained  by  Don  Marti¬ 
nez,  excepted)  were  fhipped  on 
board  her  for  the  benefit  of  the 
owners ;  and  that  Trip  put  to  fea  (as 
appears  by  her  journal)  on  the  2d 
of  July,  to  purfue  the  trade  upon 
the  coaft. 

But  what  adds  to  the  atrocity  of 
this  extraordinary  tranfaCtiori  is, 
that,  after  feizing  the  North-weft 
America,  and  imprifoning  her  men, 
Don  Martinez  fliould  employ  her 
on  a  trading  voyage,  from  which 
file  returned  in  twenty  days  with 
feventy-five  fkins,  obtained  by  Bri- 
tilh,  merchandize  taken  either  from 

that 
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that  vefiel  at  the  time  of  her  cap¬ 
ture,  or  from  the  Iphigenia.  The 
value  of  fuch  furs  cannot  be  efli- 
mated  at  lefs  than  7,500  dollars,  all 
which  Don  Martinez  applied  to  his 
own  ufe. 

About  the  3d  of  July*  1789,  the 
Argonaut  appeared  in  the  offing, 
when  Don  Martinez  boarded  her 
in  his  launch,  and,  with  expTeffions 
of  civility,  invited  Mr.  Colnette 
into  the  Sound ;  but  next  day  (not- 
withllanding  the  moil  folemn  af- 
furances)  lent  his  firfl.  lieutenant 
with, a  military  force,  to  fake  pof- 
feifion  of  the  Argonaut ;  and  that 
Ihip  was  accordingly,  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  feized  in  the  name  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  majefly,  the  Britifh  flag  haul¬ 
ed  down,  and  the  Spanilh  flag  hoifi- 
ed  in  its  dead,  her  officers  and  men 
made  prifoners,  and  Mr.  Colnette 
threatened  to  be  ‘hanged  at  the 
yard-arm  in  cafe  of  non-compli¬ 
ance  with  the  orders  that  fhould  be 
given  him. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  the  Princefs 
Royal  again  appeared  (as  is  dated 
in  her  journal)  od’  the  port  ofNoot- 
ka  ;  but  her  commander  approach¬ 
ing  the  Sound  in  his  boat,  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  finding  there  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  expedition,  was  feiz¬ 
ed  and  made  prifoner,  under  the 
threats  of  immediate,  execution  if 
he  refufed  to  deliver  up  his  (hip 
without  conteii.  A  Spanifn  officer 
wqks  accordingly  lent  to  take  pof- 
felfion  of  her,  who  brought  her  into 
port,  made  prifoners  of  her  men, 
and  prize  of  her  cargo,  confiding  of 
473  fkins  (including  thofe  put  on 
board  her  from  the  North-wed  Ame¬ 
rica),  as  appears  by  the  receipt  in 
pod’dfion  of  the  proper  officer.  From 
this  circumdance  Mr.  Colnette  be¬ 
came  fo  deranged  in  his  mind,  that 
he  had  frequently  attempted  to  de- 
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droy  himfelf ;  that,  notwithflandirtg 
this  melancholy  misfortune,  Don 
Martinez  endeavoured  to  avail  hirp- 
felf  of  the  copper  (being  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  cargo  of  which  the 
Princefs  Royal  was  compofed)  ;  in 
which  attempt  he  would  haVe  fuc- 
ceeded,  had  not  the  other  officers 
prevented  it. 

The  memorialid  farther  repre^ 
fents,  that  the  American  fhip  Co- 
lumba  intending  to  fail  for  China, 
(the  principal  part  of  her  crew  and 
provifions  being  previoudy  put  on 
board  the  Wadiington,  to  enable 
that  (hip  to  continue  to  trade  upon 
the  coad),  the  crew  of  the  North- 
wed  America  was  ordered  by  Don 
Martinez  on  board  the  Columba, 
and  her  fupplies  (reduced  by  fur- 
niihing  her  confort)  to  be  made  up 
from  the  Argonaut;  that,  previous 
to  the  departure  of  the  Columba, 
ninety-fix  fkins  were  alfo  put  on 
board  her,  to  defray  the  wages  of 
tire  officers  and  crew  of  the  North- 
wed  America,  under  a  fuppefition 
that  their  late  employers  would  be 
unable  to  liquidate  their  demands  ; 
fird  deducing,  however,  30  per 
cent .  from  the  Tales,  which  Don 
Martinez  had  agreed  fhould  be  paid, 
for  the  freight  of  the  find  fkins.,  to 
the  American  commanders. 

The  Columba,  being  thus  amply 
provided,  left  Nootka  Sound,  and  a 
few  days  after  entered  Port  Cox, 
where  die  joined  her  confort,  from 
whom  die  received  a  confiderahie 
number  of  fkins,  conceived  to  be 
the  whole  (excepting  the  ninety-fix 
before  mentioned)  which  had  been 
collected  by  the  Americans  and 
Spaniards,  befides  thofe  taken  from 
the  Britifh.;  with  which  die  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  China,  where  die  arrived 
November  2d,  and  landed  the  crew 
of  the  North-wed  America,  who, 
[f  2j  previous 
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previous  to  their  leaving  Nootka 
Sound,  had  feen  the  Argonaut  pro¬ 
ceed  prize  to  San  Bias,  with  her  of¬ 
ficers  and  men  prifoners ;  and  that 
the  Princefs  Royal  was  foon  to  fol¬ 
low  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  Wafhington,  on  joining  the 
Columba  in  Port  Cox,  confirmed  this 
intelligence  of  the  Princefs  Royal. 

To  add  to  thefe  outrages  againft 
the  Britilh,  Don  Martinez  had 
thought  fit  todetain  the  Chinefe,and 
had  compelled  them  to  work  in  the 
mines  which  had  juft  been  opened 
on  the  lands  which  the  memorial ift 
had  before  purchafed. 

To  this  memorial  Mr.  Mears  has 
added  the  depofitions  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  North-weft  Ameri¬ 
ca,  extra&s  from  the  journal  of  the 
Iphigenia,  and  other  authentic  dor 
cuments;  which,  added  to  the  inter¬ 
nal  evidence  of  the  memorial  itfelf, 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  its  authenti¬ 
city. 


Declaration  of  bis  Catholic  Majefly, 
June  4,  ■  tranfmitted  to  all  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Courts. 

"*,HE  king  being  apprized  of the 
particulars  laid  before  his  mi- 
nifters  on  the  1 6th.  of  May,  by  Mr. 
Merry,  his  Britannic  majefty’s-  mi- 
nifter,  relative  to  the  unexpected  dis¬ 
pute  between  this  court  and  Great 
Britain,  as  to  the  veifels  captured 
in  Port  St.  Laurence,  or  Nootka 
Sound,  on  thecoaft  of  California, 
in  the  South  Sea,  has  commanded  the 
underfigned,  his  majefty’s  firft  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  to  anfwer  to  the  faid 
minifter  of  England,  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  make  known  perfonally, 
and  in  writing,  to  the  faid  minifter, 
upon  the  iSth  of  the  fame  -onth, 
that  his  majefty  at  no  time  pretend- 
6 


ed  to  any  rights  in  any  ports,  fea$, 
or  places,  other  than  what  belongs 
to  his  crow  n  by  the  moft  folemn  trea¬ 
ties,  recognized  by  all  nations,  and 
more  particularly  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  a  right  founded  on  particu¬ 
lar  treaties,  the  uniform  confent  of 
both  nations,  and  by  an  immemorial, 
regular,  and  eftablifhed  pofTeffion : 
that  his  majefty  is  ready  to  enter  up¬ 
on  every  examination  and  difcuffion 
moft  likely  to  terminate  the  difpute 
in  an  amicable  way;  and  is  willing 
to  enter  into  immediate  conference 
with  the  new  ambaffador;  and  if  juf- 
tice  requires  it,  will  certainly  dis¬ 
approve  of  the  condud,  and  puniftt 
his  fubjeCts  if  they  have  gone  beyond 
their  powers.  This  offer  and  fatis- 
faCtion  will,  it  is  hoped,  ferve  as  an 
example  to  the  court  of  London  to 
do  as  much  on  its  part. 

As  the  two  courts  of  London  and 
Madrid  have  not  yet  received  pro¬ 
per  and  authenticated  accounts  and 
proofs  of  all  that  has  really  pafled  in 
thefe  diftant  latitudes,  a  contradic-  j 
tion  in  the  developement  of  faClsi 
has  by  this  means  been  occafioned. 
Even  at  this  moment  the  papers  and 
minutes  made  up  by  the  viceroy  of 
New  Spain  on  this  matter  are  not 
arrived.  Pofterior  letters  indeed  fay, ! 
that  the  Engliih  veftel,  the  Argonaut, 
had  not  been  feized  and  confifcated 
till  legally  condemned ;  and  that  the 
fmall  veftel  called  the  Princefs  Royal, 
which  had  afterwards  arrived,  was 
not  feized  or  confifcated,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  full  reftitution  was 
made  by  the  viceroy,  and  an  obli¬ 
gation  only  taken  from  the  captain 
to  pay  the  price  of  the  veftel,  it  the  i 
was  declared  a  lawful  prize ;  and 
on  the  precife  fame  terms  lie  had  i 
liberated  a  Portuguefe  veftel  belong-  j 
ing  to  Macao,  and  two  American 
veftels.  Thefe  particulars  will  be 

more 
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more  explicitly  proved  and  eluci¬ 
dated  on  the  arrival  of  the  neceflary 
papers. 

The  firft  time  that  oar  ambafia- 
dor  made  a  public  notification  of 
this  matter  to  the  miniftry  at  Lon¬ 
don,  on  the  ioth  of  February  lad 
many  of  the  circumftances  that  are 
now  certain  were  then  doubtful. 
The  rights  and  immemorial  poflef- 
fion  of  Spain  to  that  coail  and  ports, 
as  well  as  feveral  other  tides  proper 
to  be  taken  into  view  in  a  pacific 
negociation,  were  not  quite  certain. 
And  if  the  court  of  London  had 
made  an  amicable  return  to  the 
complaints  made  by  his  majefty  re¬ 
lative  to  thofe  merchants  whom 
Spain  regards  as  ufurpers  and  the 
violaters  of  treaties,  and  had  ihewed 
any  defire  to  terminate  the  affair  by 
an  amicable  accommodation,  a  great 
deal  of  unneceflary  expence  might 
have  been  faved.  The  high  and 
menacing-  tone  and  manner  in  which 

O  ^ 

the  anfwer  of  the  Britifh  miniiier 
was  couched,  at  a  time  when  no 
certain  information  of  the  particu¬ 
lars  had  arrived,  made  the  Spanilh 
cabinet  entertain  fome  fufpicions  that 
it  was  made,  not  fo  much  for  the 
purpofe  of  the  difpute  in  quedion, 
as  a  pretext  to  break  entirely  with 
out  court;  for  which  reafon  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  take  fome  pre¬ 
cautions  relative  to  the  (abject. 

On  a  late  occafion  a  complaint 
was  made  to  the  court  of  Ruifia  as 
to  fome  iimilar  points  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  the  South  Sea.  A 
candid  anfwer  being  returned  by 
that  court,  the  affair  was  terminated 
without  the  lead  difagreement.  In¬ 
deed  it  may  be  aflerted  with  truth, 
that  the  manner,  much  more  than 
the  fubftance,  has  produced  the  dif¬ 
pute  s  that  have  taken  place  on  this 
head  with  Great  Britain. 
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Neverthelefs,  the  king  does  deny 
what  the  enemies  to  peace  have  in- 
dudrioufly  circulated,  that  Spain  ex¬ 
tends  pretentions  and  rights  ot  love- 
reignty  over  the  whole  of  the  South 
Sea,  as  far  as  China.  When  the 
words  are  made  ufe  of,  “  In  the 
name  of  the  king,  his  fovereignty, 
navigation,  and  excludve  commerce 
to  the  continent  and  iflands  of  the 
South  Sea,5’  it  is  the  manner  in 
which  Spain,  in  fpeaking  of  the  In¬ 
dies,  has  always  ufed  thefe  words — 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  continent, 
iflands  and  feas  which  belong  to 
his  majedy,  fo  far  as  difeoveries  have 
been  made  and  fecured  to  him  by 
treaties  and  immemorial  pofleflion, 
and  uniformly  acquiefeed  in,  not- 
withdanding  fome  infringements  by 
individuals  who  have  been  punifhed 
upon  knowledge  of  their  olfences. 
And  the  kinglets  up  no  pretentions 
to  any  pofleflions,  the  right  to  which 
he  cannot  prove  by  irrefragable  ti^ 
ties. 

Although  Spain  may  not  have 
eftablifhments  or  colonies  planted 
upon  the  coads  or  in  the  ports  in 
diipute,  it  does  not  Follow  that  fuch 
coad  or  port  does  not  belong  to  her. 
If  this  rule  were  to  be  followed,  one 
nation  might  edablifh  colonies  on 
the  coads  of  another  nation,  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  Alia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  by 
which  means  there  would  be  no  fix¬ 
ed  boundaries — a  circumflanee  evi¬ 
dently  abfurd. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  iffue  of 
*  • 

the  quedion  of  right,  upon  a  mature 
conflderation  of  the  claims  of  both 
parties,  the  refult  of  the  quedion  of 
fad  is,  that  the  capture  of  the  Eng- 
li'fh  vefiels  is  repaired  by  the  reliitu- 
tion  that  has  been  made,  and  the  con- 
dud  of  the  viceroy ;  for  as  to  the 
qualification  of  fuch  reditution,  and' 
whether  the  prize  was  lawful  or  not, 

'  ['^3]  that 
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that  refpeils  the  queflion  of  right 
yet  to  be  invefligated ;  that  is  to  fay, 
if  it  has  been  agreeably  to,  or  in 
contradiction  to  the  treaties  relative 
to  the  rights  and  poffeffioris  of  Spain. 
Laflly,  the  king  will  readily  enter 
into  any  plan  by  which  future  dis¬ 
putes  on  this  fubjedi  may  be  obviated, 
that  no  reproach  may  be  upon  him 
as  having  refufed  any  means  o f  re¬ 
conciliation ;  and  for  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  a  folia  and  permanent  peace, 
not  only  between  Spain  and  Great 
B  itain,  buta'fo  between  all  nations ; 
for  the  accomplishment  of  which  ob¬ 
ject  his  majefly  has  made  the  greatell 
efforts  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe  ; 
which  he  certainly  would  not  have 
done  if  he  had  any  drfign  to  involve 
England  and  the  other  European 
powers  in  a  calamitous  and  deftruc- 
tive  war. 

El  Conde  de  Florida  Blanca. 

Aranjuez,  June  4. 


Memorial  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  deli¬ 
vered  June  13,  to  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert,  the  Britifli  Ambajfador  at 
Madrid . 

Iy  Y  every  treaty  upon  record  be- 
3  twixt  Spain  and  the  other  nations 
of  Europe,  for  upwards  of  two  centu¬ 
ries,  an  exclufive  right  of  property, 
navigation,  and  commerce  to  the 
Spanifh  Wert  Indies,  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  fecured  to  Spain,  England 
having  always  hood  forth  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner  in  fupport  of  fuch 
right. 

By  article  8th  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  (a  treaty  in  which  all  the 
European  nations  may  be  faid  to 
have  takep  a  part)  Spain  and  Eng¬ 
land  profefs  to  eftabliih  it  as  a  fun* 
damental  principle  of  agreement, 
that  the  navigation  and  commerce 


of  the  Weft-Indies,  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  Spain,  fliall  remain  in  the 
precife  fituation  in  which  they  flood 
in  the  reign  of  his  Catholic  majefly, 
Charles  II.  and  that  that  rule  fhalJ 
be  inviolably  adhered  to,  and  be  in¬ 
capable  of  infringement. 

After  this  maxim,  the  two  powers 
llipulated — That  Spain  fhould  neve! 
grant  liberty  or  permiiTion  to  any 
nation  to  trade  to  or  introduce  theii 
merchandizes  into  the  Spanifh  Ame¬ 
rican  dominions,  nor  to  fell,  cede, 
or  give  up,  to  any  other  nation,  its 
lands,  dominions  or  territories,  01 
any  part  thereof.  On  the  contrary, 
and  in  order  that  its  territories  fhould 
be  preferved  whole  and  entire,  Eng¬ 
land  offers  to  .aid  and  affiil  the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  re-eflablifhing  the  limits  of 
their  American  dominions,  and  plac¬ 
ing  them  in  the  exatt  fituation  they 
flood  in  at  the  time  of  his  faid  Ca¬ 
tholic  majefly,  Charles  II.  if  by  acci¬ 
dent  it  fhall  be  difeovered  that  they 
have  undergone  any  alteration  to  the 
prejudice  of  Spain,  in  whatever  man¬ 
ner  or  pretext  fuch  alteration  may 
have  been  brought  about. 

The  vafl  extent  of  the  Spanifh  ter¬ 
ritories,  navigation,  and  dominion 
on  the  continent  of  America,  ifles 
and  feas  contiguous  to  the  South  Sea, 
are  clearly  laid  dowd,  and  authen¬ 
ticated  by  a  variety  of  documents, 
laws,  and  formal  ails  of  pollelfion 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II. 
It  is  alfo  clearly  afcertained,  that 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  at¬ 
tempts  made  by  adventurers  and  pi¬ 
rates  on  the  Sphnifh  coafts  of  the 
South  Sea  and  adjacent  iflands,  Spain 
has  flill  preferved  her  pofTeffions  en¬ 
tire,  and  oppofed  with  fuccefs  thofq 
ufurpations,  by  conftantly  fending 
her  Blips  and  veflels  to  take  pofTeflion 
of  fuch  fettlements.  By  thefe  mea- 
fures,  and  reiterated  aits  of  poffef- 
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Hon,  Spain  haspreferved  her  domi¬ 
nion,  which  fhe  has  extended  to  the 
borders  of  the  Ruffian  eftablifhnients, 
in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  viceroys  of  Peru  and 
Spain  having  been  informed,  that 
thefe  feas  had  been  for  fame  years 
pail  more  frequentei  than  formerly ; 
that  fmuggling  had  increafed  ;  that 
feveral  uiurpations  prejudicial  to 
Spain  and  the  general  tranquillity 
had  been  buffered  to  be  made  ;  they 
gave  orders  that  tire  we  Hern  coads 
ofSpanifh  America,  and  iflands  and 
feas  adjacent,  fhould  be  more  fre¬ 
quently  navigated  and  explored. 

They  were  alfo  informed,  that 
feveral  R.uffian  veilels  were  upon  the 
point  of  making  commercial  eihab- 
lilhments  upon  that  coad.  At  the 
time  that  Spain  demondrated  to  Ruf- 
fia  the  inconveniences  attendant  up¬ 
on  fuch  incroachments,  die  entered 
upon  the  negociation  with  Ruffia, 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  Riiffihn 
navigators  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
had  no  orders  to  make  eftablifh- 
ments  within  the  limits  of  Spanish. 
America,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
were  the  fird  poHeiTors,  (limits  fituat- 
ed  within  Prince  William’s  Strait) 
purpofely  to  avoid  all  diflentjons, 
and  in  order  to  maintain  the  harmo¬ 
ny  and  amity  which  Spain  wilhed  to 
preferve. 

The  court  of  Ruffia  replied,  it  had 
'already  given  orders,  that  its  fub- 
jefls  fhould  make  no  fettlements  in 
places  belonging  to  other  powers ; 
and  that  if  thofe  orders  had  been 
violated,  and  any  had  been  made  in 
Spanifh  America,  they  defired  the 
king  would  put  a  dop  to  them  in 
a  friendly  manner.  To  this  pacific 
language  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  Spain 
obferved,  that  die  could  not  be  an- 
' fwerabie  for  what  her  officers  might 
do  at  that  diftarice,  wliofe  general 
orders  and  indrufitions  were  not  to 
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permit  any  fettlements  to  be  made 


of  thole  coads,  which  had  given 
fife  to  fimilar  complaints  having  been 
made  to  the  court  of  London,  Spain 
did  not  know  that  the  Englifh  had 
endeavoured  to  make  any  fettle¬ 
ments  on  the  northern  part  of  the 
Southern  Ocean,  till  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  a  Spanifh  fin p,  in  the 
ulual  tour  of  the  coads  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  found  two  American  veffels  in 
St.  Laurence,  or  Nootka  harbour, 
where  he  was  going  for  provifions 
and  dores.  Thefe  vedels  he  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  on  their  voyage, 
it  appearing  from  their  papers,  that 
they  were  driven  there  by  didrefs, 
and  only  came  in  to  refit.  ' 

He  alfo  found  there  the  Iphigenia 
from  Macao,  under  Portuguefe  co¬ 
lours,  which  had  a  pafiport  from 
the  governor;  and' though  he  came 
manifedly  with  a  view  to  trade  there, 
yet  the  Spanifli  admiral,  when  he 
faw  his  indructions,  save  him  leave 
to  dcparl;  upon  his  figning  an  en¬ 
gagement  to  pay  the  value  of  the 
vefiel,  fhould  the  government  of 
Mexico  declare  it  a  lawful  prize. 

With  this  veffel  there  came  a  fe« 
cond,  which  the  admiral  detained ; 
and  a  few  days  after  a  third,  named 
the  Argonaut,  from  the  above-men? 
tioned  place..  The  captain  of  this 
latter  was  an  Englifhman.  He  came 
not  only  to  trade,  but  brought  every 
thing  with  him  proper  to  form  a  fet- 
lement  there,  and  to  fortify  it. 
This,  notvvithdanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  Spanifli  admiral,  he 
perlevered  in,  and  was  detained,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  veil’d. 

After  him  came  a  fourth  Englifh 
vedel, named  the  Princefs  Royal,  and 
evidently  for  the  fame  purpofes. 

IT  4]  she 


by  other  nations  on  the  continent  of 
Spanifli  America. 

Though  trefpafles  had  been  made 
New  *  by  the  Englifh  on  fome  of  the  iflands 
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She  likewife  was  detained,  and  fent 
to  Port  St.  Bias,  where  the  pilot  of 
the  Argonaut  made  away  with  him- 
felf. 

The  viceroy,  on  being  informed 
of  thefe  particulars,  gave  Orders 
that  the  captain  and  the  vefiels  fhould 
be  releafed,  and  that  they  fhould 
have  leave  to  refit,  without  declar¬ 
ing  them  a  lawful  prize;  and  this  he 
did,  on  aocount  of  the  ignorance  of 
-  the  proprietors,  and  the  friendlhip 
which  fubfifted  between  the  two 
courts  of  London  and  Madrid. 

He  alfo  i rave  them  leave  to  return 

O 

to  Macao  with  their  cargo,  after 
capitulating  with  them  in  the  fame 
manner  as  with  the  Portuguefe  cap¬ 
tain,  and  leaving  the  affair  to  be 
finally  determined  by  the  count  de 
Reviilagigedo,  his  fucceffor,  who 
alfo  gave  them  their  liberty. 

As  foon  as  the  court  o >  Madrid  had 
received  an  account  of  the  detention  ■ 
Of  the  firii  Englilh  vefi'el  at  Nootka 
Sound,  and  before  that  of  the  fe- 
cond  arrived,  it  ordered  its  ambaf- 
fador  at  London  to  make  a  report 
thereof  to  the  Englifh  minifler, 
which  he  did,  on  the  1  oth  of  February 
laid,  and  to  require  that  the  parties 
who  had  planned  thefe  expeditions 
fhould  be  puniihed,  in  order  to  de¬ 
ter  others  from  making  fettlements 
on  territories  occupied  and  frequent¬ 
ed  by  the  Spaniards  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  the  ambaiTador’s  memorial, 
mention  was  only  made  of  the  Spa- 
nilh  admiral  that  commanded  the 
prefent  armament,  having  vilited 
Nootka  Sound  in  1774,  though 
that  harbour  had  been  frequently 
vifited  both  before  and  lince,  with 
the  ufual  forms  of  taking  polfeffion. 
Thefe  forms  were  repeated  more  par-* 
ticularly  in  the  years  1755  and  1 779, 
all  along  the  coalls  as  far  as  Prince 
William’s  Sound,  and  it  was  thefe 
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a£ls  that  gave  occafion  to  the  memo- 
rial  made  by  the  court  of  Ruflia,  as 
has  been  already  noticed. 

The  Spanilh  ambafiador  at  Lon- 
don  did  not  reprefent  in  this  memo¬ 
rial  at  that  time,  that  the  right  of 
Spain  to  thefe  coalls  was  conforma¬ 
ble  to  ancient  boundaries,  which 
had  been  guaranteed  by  England  at 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  deeming  it  to  be  un- 
necefiary  ;  as  orders  hadbeen  given, 
and  vefiels  had  actually  been  i\  iz- 
ed  on  thole  coalls,  fo  far  back  as 
1692. 

The  anfwer  that  the  Englilh 
mini firy  gave,  on  the  26th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  was,  that  they  had  not  as 
yet  been  infos  med  of  the  facts  Hated 
by  the  ambafiador,  and  that  tne  att 
of  f violence ,  mentioned  in  his  me¬ 
morial,  necefiarily  fulpended  any 
difcuffion  of  the  claims  therein,  till 
an  adequate  atonement  had  been 
made  for  a  proceeding  fo  injurious 
to  Great  Britain.' 

In  addition  to  this  *  aughty  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Briiifn  minifler,  he  far¬ 
ther  added,  that  the  Ihip  mull  in  the 
firll  place  be  rellored  ;  and  that  with 
refpedl  to  any  future  llipulations,  it 
would  be  necefiary  to  wait  for  a  more 
full  detail  of  all  the  circumHances 
of  this  affair. 

The  harlh  and  laconic  fiile  in 
which  this  anfwer  was  given,  made 
the  court  of  Madrid  fufpedl  that  the 
king  of  Great  Britain’s  miniilers 
were  forming  other  plans;  and  they 
were  the  more  induced  to  think  fo, 
as  there  were  reports  that  they  were 
going  to  fit  out  two  fleets,  one  for 
the  Mediterranean  and  the  other  for 
the  Baltic.  This  of  courfe  obliged 
Spain  to  increafe  the  fmall  fquadron 
fhe  was  getting  ready  to  exercife  her 
marine. 

The  court  of  Spain  then  ordered 
jier  ambafiador  at  London  to  prefent 

a  memorial 
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a  memorial  to  the  B :  itifh  miniftry, 
fetdng  for  th,  that  though  the  crown 
of  Spain  had  an  indubitable  right  to 
the  con  tine  nt,  iflands,  harbours, 
and  coafts  of  that  part  of  the  world, 
founded  on  treaties  and  immemorial 
pofieftion,  yet  as  the  viceroy  of  Mex¬ 
ico  had  releafed  the  veffels  that  were 
detained,  the  king  looked  upon  the 
affair  as  concluded,  without  enter¬ 
ing  into  any  difput.es  or  diffusions 
on  the  undoubted  rights  of  Spain  ; 
and,  defiring  to  give  a  proof  of  his 
friendship  for  Great  Britain,  he 
fhould  red:  fatisfied  if  fhe  ordered 
that  her  fubjeds,  in  future,  refpeded 
thofe  rights. 

As  if  Spain,  in  this  anfwer,  had 
laid  claim  to  the  empire  of  that 
ocean,  though  fhe  only  fpoke  of 
what  belonged  to  her  by  treaties, 
and  as  if  it  had  been  fo  grievous  an 
offence  to  terminate  this  affair  by 
reftitution  of  the  only  veffel  which 
was  then  known  to  have  been  taken, 
it  excited  fuch  clamour  and  agitation 
in  the  parliament  of  England,  that 
the  molt  vigorous  preparations  for 
war  have  been  commenced ;  and 
thofe  powers  difinclined  to  peace 
charge  Spain  with  deiigns  contrary 
to  her  known  principles  of  honour 
and  probity,  as  well  as  to  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Europe,  which  the  opa- 
nifh  monarch  and  his  minifters  have 
always  hhd  in  view. 

While  England  was  employed  in 
making  the  greateft  armaments  and 
preparations,  that  court  made  an¬ 
fwer  to  the  Spanifh  ambaffador  (up¬ 
on  the  5th  of  May)  that  the  ads  of 
violence  committed  againft  the  Bri- 
tiih  flag  “  rendered  it  neceffary  for 
the  fovereign  to  charge  his  minifter 
at  Madrid,  to  renew  the  rernon- 
firances  (being  the  anfwer  of  Eng¬ 
land  already  mentioned)  and  to  re¬ 
quire  that  fatisfadion,  which  his 


PAPERS.  [297 

majefty  thought  he  had  an  indifputa- 
ble  right  to  demand.'’ 

To  this  was  added  a  declaration 
not  to  enter  formally  into  the  matter 
until  a  fatisfhdory  anfwer  was  ob¬ 
tained  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
memorial  of  Spain  fhould  not  in¬ 
clude  in  it  the  queftion  of  right;” 
which  formed  a  molt  elfential  part 
of  the  diffusion. 

The  Briliih  adminiftration  offer, 
in  the  fame  anfwer,  to  take  the  moil- 
effectual  and  pacific  meafures,  that 
the  Englifh  fubjeds  fhall  not  ad 
“  againfi  the  juft  and  acknowledged 
rights  of  Spain,  but  that  they  can¬ 
not  at  prefent  accede  to  the  preten- 
fions  of  abfolute  fovereignty,  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  principal  objed  of 
the  memorials  of  the  ambaffador ; 
and  that  the  king  of  England  consi¬ 
ders  it  as  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
him  to  proted  his  fubjeds  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  right  of  continu¬ 
ing  their  filhery.in  the  Pacific  Ocean.” 

If  this  pretenfion  is  found  to  tref- 
pafs  upon  the  ancient  boundaries 
laid  down  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
II.  and  guaranteed  by  England  in 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  Spain 
believes,  it  appears  that  that  court 
will  have  good  reafon  for  difputing 
and  oppofmg  this  claim;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  equity  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  ad  mini  ft  rati  on  will  iulpend  and 
reftrid  it  accordingly. 

In  conffquence  of  the  foregoing 
anfwer,  the  charge  d’affaires  from  the 
court  of  London  at  Madrid  infilled, 
in  a  memorial  of  the  1 6th  of  May, 
on  reftitution  of  the  veftel  detained 
at  Nootka,  and  the  property  there¬ 
in  contained;  of  an  indemnification 
for  the  Ioffes  fuftained,  and  on  a  re¬ 
paration  proportioned  to  the  injury- 
done  to  the  Englifh  Tubjeds  trading 
under  the  Britifti  fag,  and  that  they 

have 
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have  an  indifputable  right  to  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  a  free  and  uninterrupted 
navigation,  commerce,  and  fifhery ; 
and  to  the  polfelfiion  of  fuch  edablidi- 
ments  as  they  fhould  form  with  the 
confent  of  the  natives  of  the  country, 
not  previoufly  occupied  by  any  of 
the  European  nations. 

An  explicit  and  prompt  anfwer 
was  defired  upon  this  head,  in  fuch 
terms  as  might  tend  to  calm  the 
anxieties,  and  to  maintain  the  friend¬ 
ship  fubfifting  between  the  two 
courts. 

The  charge  d’affaires  having  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
Spanifh  armaments  would  contribute 
to  tranquillity,  upon  the  terms  to  be 
communicated  by  the  Britifh  admi- 
niilration,  an  answer  was  made  by 
the  Spanifh  adminidration,  that  the 
king  was  iincerely  inclined  to  difarm 
upon  the  principles  of  reciprocity,, 
and  proportioned  to  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  two  courts ;  adding, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  was  actuated 
by  the  molt  pacific  intentions,  and  a 
delire  to  give  every  fa  tis  faction  and 
indemnification,  if  judice  was  not 
cm  their  fi  le,  provided  England  did 
as  much  if  fine  was  found  to  be  in  the 
vyrong. 

This  anfwer  mull  convince  all  the 
courts  of  Europe  that  the  conduct 
of  the  king  and  his  adminidration  is 
confonant  to  the  invariable  princi¬ 
ples  of  juftice,  truth,  and  peace. 

ElConde  de  Florida  Blanca. 


Mr.  Fitzherbertk  Anfwer  to  the 
foregoing  Memorial. 

Sir, 

IN  compliance  with  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  defire,  I  have  now  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  communicate  to  you,  in 
writing,  what  i  obfervcd  to  you  in 
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the  converfation  we  had  the  day  be-; 
fore  yederday. 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions  are  briefly  thefe  : 

The  court  of  London  is  animated, 
with  the  molt  fincere  defire  of  ter¬ 
minating  the  difference  that  at  pre- 
fent  fublifts  between  it  and  the  court 
of  Madrid,  relative  to  the  port  of 
Nootka,  and  the  adjacent  latitudes, 
by  a  friendly  negociation ;  but  as 
it  is  evident,  upon  the  cleared  princi¬ 
ples  of  juftice  and  reafon,  that  an 
equal  negociation  cannot  be  opened, 
till  matters  are  put  in  their  original 
date,  and  as  certain  adds  have  been 
committed  in  the  latitudes  in  quef- 
tion  by  velfels  belonging  to  the  royal 
marine  of  Spain,  againft  feveral 
Britifh  velfels,  without  any  reprifals 
having  been  made,  of  any  fort,  on 
the  part  of  Britain,  that  power  is 
perfeddly  in  the  right  to  infill,  as 
a  preliminary  condition,  upon  a 
prompt  and  Suitable  reparation  for 
thefe  acts  of  violence ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  principle,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  nations  has  limited  fuch  right 
of  reparation  to  three  articles,  viz. 
tiie  reftitution  of  the  velfels — a  full 
indemnification  for  the  loftes  fuftain- 
ed  by  the  parties  injured— and  final¬ 
ly,  fatisfaddion  to  the  fovereign  for 
the  infult  offered  to  his  dag.  So  that 
it  is  evident  .that  the  actual  de-. 
mands  of  my  court,  far  from  con¬ 
taining  any  thing  to  prejudice  the 
rights  or  the  dignity  of  his  catho¬ 
lic  majedy,  amount  to  no  more  in 
fadd  than  what  is  condantly  done  by 
Great  Britain  herfelf,  as  well  as  every 
other  maritime  power,  in  dmilar  cir- 
cumftances.— Finally,  as  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fatisfaddion  which  the 
court  of  London  exaids  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  and  on  which  your  excel¬ 
lency  appears  to  defire  fome  expla¬ 
nation,  I  am  authorifed.  Sir,  to  af- 

fure 
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fare  you,  that  if  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefty  confents  to  make  a  declaration 
in  his  name,  bearing  in  fubftance, 
that  he  had  determined  to  offer  to 
his  Britannic  majefty  a  juft  and  fuit- 
able  fatisfaCtion  for  the  infult  offered 
to  his  flag— fuch  offer,  joined  to  a 
promifeof  making  reftitution  of  the 
Veftels  captured,  and  to  indemnify 
the  proprietors,  undqr  the  conditi¬ 
ons  fpecined  in  the  official  letter  of 
Mr.  Merry  on  the  16th  of  May, 
will  be  regarded  by  his-  Britannic 
majefty  as  conftituting  in  itfelf  the 
fatisfa&km  demanded  :  and  his  faid 
majefty  will  accept  of  it  as  fuch  by  a 
counter-declaration  on  his  part.  I 
have  to  add,  that  as  it  appears  un¬ 
certain  if  the  vefleis  the  North 
Weft,  an  American  veffel,  and  the 
Iphigenia,  had  truly  a  right  to  en¬ 
joy  the  protection  of  afte  Britiih 
flag,  the  king  will  with  pie  ale  re 
confent  that  an  examination  of  this 
queftion,  as  \vell  as  that  relative  to 
the  juft  amount  of  the  loii.es  fuftained 
by  his  fubjedts,  may  be  left  to  the 
determination  of  coramlffioners  to 
be  named  by  the  two  courts. 

Having  thus  recapitulated  to  your 
excellency  the  heads  of  what  I  ob- 
ferved  to  you  in  conversation.  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfeif  you  will  weigh  the  whole 
in  your  mind,  with  that  fpirit  of 
equity  and  moderation  which  cha- 
ra&erifes  you,  that  I  may  be  in  a 
condition  of  fending  to  n;y  court, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  a  fatisfahtory  an- 
fwer  as  to  the  point  contained  in  the 
official  paper  fent  to  Mr.  Merry  on 
the  4th  of  the  month,  and  which, 
for  the  reafons  1  have  mentioned, 
cannot  be  regarded  by  his  Britannic 
majefty  as  fulfilling  his  juft  expec¬ 
tation 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 
Atleyxe  Fitzherber.t. 
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The  Count  de  Florida  Blancab  RepJjs 
June  18. 

YOU  will  pardon  me,  fir,  that 
I  cannot  give  my  affent  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  your  laft 
letter;  as  Spain  maintains,  on  the 
moft  (olid  grounds,  that  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  veffels  was  made  in  a 
port,  upon  a  coaft,  or  in  a  bay  of 
Spanifh  America,  the  commerce,  and 
navigation  of  which  belonged  ex~ 
cl u lively  to  Spain,  by  treaties  with 
all  nations,  even  England  herfelf. 

The  principles  laid  down  cannot 
be  adapted  to  the  cafe.  The  veffels 
detained  attempted  to  make  an  efca- 
bliihment  at  a  port  where  they  found 
a  nation  actually  fettled,  the  Spanifh 
commander  at  Nootka  having,  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  detention,  made  the 
moft  amicable  reprefentations  to  the 
aggreflbrs  to  defift  from  their  pur- 
pofe. 

Your  excellency  will  alfo  permit 
me  to  lay  before  you,  that  it  is  not 
at  all  certain  that  the  veffels  detained 
navigated  under  the  Britt fh  Bag,  al- 
though  they  were  Engiifn  veffels; 
there  having  been  reafbn  to  believe 
that  they  navigated  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Portuguefe  paffports,  fur- 
niftied  them  by  the  governor  of 
Macao  as  commercial  veffels,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  royal  marine. 
Your  excellency  will  add  to  thefe 
‘reafons,  that  by  the  reftitution  of 
thefe  veftels,  their  furniture  and  car¬ 
goes,  or  their  value,  in  confequehce 
of  the  refolution  adopted  by  the  vice¬ 
roy  of  Mexico,  which  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  king,  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  every  thing  is  p’aced  in 
its  original  ftate,  the  object  your 
excellency  aims  at— nothing  remain¬ 
ing  unfe tiled  but  the  indemnification 
of  Ioffes,  and  fads  faction  for  the 

infuit. 
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mfult,  which  fhall  alfo  be  regulated 
when  evidence  fhall  be  given  what 
infult  has  been  committed,  which 
hitherto  has  not  been  fufficiently 
explained. 

However,,  that  a  quarrel  may  not 
arife  about  words,. and  that  two  na¬ 
trons  friendly  to  each  other  may  not 
Be  expofed  to  the  calamities  of  war, 
1  have  to  inform  you,  fir,  by  order 
©f  the  king,  that  his  majefty  con¬ 
sents  to  make  the  declaration  which 
your  excellency  propofes  in  your 
letter,  and  will  offer  to  his  Britannic 
k:  a  jelly  a  jdft  and  fuitable  fatis  fac¬ 
tion  for  the  infult  offered  to  die  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  fla'g,  provided  that  to 
thefe  are  added  either  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  explanations: 

1.  That  in  offering  fuch  fatisfac- 
ti'on,.  the  infult  and  the  fatisfadion 
fhall  be  fully  fettled  both  in  form 
and  fubftanee  by  a  judgment  to  be 
pronounced  by  one  of  the*  kings  of 
Europe,  whom  the  king  my  mailer 
leaves  wholly  to  the  choice  of  his 
Britannic  majeliy ;  for  it  is  fufficient 
to-  the  Spanilh  monarch  that  a 
crowned  head,  from  full  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  fads,  fhall  decide  as  he; 
thinks  juft. 

2.  That  in  offering  a  juft  and 
fuitable  fatisfadion,  care  fhall  be 
taken  that  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
negociation  to  be  opened,  no  fads 
be  admitted  as  true  but  fuch  as  can 
be  fully  eftablifhed  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  with  regard  to  the  infult  offered 
to  her  flag. 

3.  That  the  faid  fatisfadion  fhall 
be  given  on  condition  that  no  infer¬ 
ence  be  drawn  therefrom  to  a  fled 
fhe  rights  of  Spain,  nor  of  the  right 
of  exuding  from  Great  Britain  an 
equivalent  fatisfadion,  if  it  fhall  be 
found,  in  the  courfe  of  negociation, 
that  the  king  has  a  right  to  demand 
fatisfadion,  for  the  aggreftion  and 


ufurpation  made  Gn  the  Spanifh  ter¬ 
ritory,  contrary  tofubfifting  treaties. 
Your  excellency  will  be  pleafed 
to  make  choice  of  either  of  thefe 
three  explanations  to  the  declara¬ 
tion  your  excellency  propofes,  or  all 
the  three  together, — -and  to  point 
out  any  difficulty  that  occurs  to  you, 
that  it  may  be  obviated ; — or  any 
other  mode  that  may  tend  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  peace  which  we  defire  to. 
eftablifh. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

E  lCondebeF  lor  idaElanc  a. 


Declaration  and  Counter  Declaration , 
exchanged  at  Madrid,  the  2 \th 
July,  1790.  ’■•> 

DECLARATION. 

HI  S  Britannic  majefty  having 
com  plained  ofthe  capture  ofee  r~ 
tain  veffels  belonging  to  lusfubjeds 
in  the  port  of  Nootka,fituated  on  the 
north-weft  coaft  of  America,  by  an 
officer  in -the  fervice  of  the  king; 
the  under- figned  counfellor  and 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate  to  his 
majefty,  being  thereto  duly  audio - 
rifed,  declares,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  order  of  his  faid  majefty,  that  he 
is  willing  to  give  fatisfadion  to  his 

o  o 

Britannic  majefty  for  the  injury  of 
which  he  has  complained  ;  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  his  faid  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  would  ad  in  the  fame  manner 
towards  the  king,  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances;  and  his  majefty  further 
engages  to  make  full  reftitution  of 
all  the  Britifh  veffels  which  were 
captured  at  Nootka,  and  to  indem¬ 
nify  the  parties  interefted  in  thofe. 
veffels,  for  the  Ioffes  which  they 
fhall  have  fuftained,  as  foon  as  the- 
amount  thereof  fhall  have  been  af- 
certained.  j 

It  being  underftood  that  this  de¬ 
claration  is  not  to  preclude  or  pre¬ 
judice 
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judlce  the  ulterior  dilcuflion  of  any 
right  which  his  majefty  may  claim 
to  form  an  exclufive  eftablifhment 
at  the  port  of  Nootka. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  limned 
this  declaration,  and  fealed  it 
with  the  feal  of  my  arms.  At 
Madrid,  the  24th  of  July,  1790. 
(L.  S.)  Signed 

Le  Comte  de  Florid  a  Blanca. 

COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

HIS  Catholic  majefty  having 
declared  that  he  was  willing  to  give 
fatisfaclion  for  the  injury  done  to 
the  king,  by  the  capture  of  certain 
veffels  belonging  to  his  fubjefls,  in 
the  bay  of  Nootka;  and  the  count  de 
Florida  Blanca  having  figned,  in 
the  name  and  by  the  order  of  his 
Catholic  majefty,  a  declaration  to 
this  effect;  and  by  which  his  faid 
majefty  likewife  engages  to  make 
full  rellltution  of  the  veil  els  fo  cap¬ 
tured,  and  to  indemnify  the  parties 
interefted  in  thole  veffels  for  the 
Ioffes  they  (hall  have  fuftained ;  the 
underfigned  ambafladcr  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  plenipotentiary  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  the  Catholic  king,,  being 
thereto  duly  and  exprefsly  autho- 
rifed,  accepts  the  faid  declaration 
in  the  name  cf  the  kin?;  and  de- 
dares  that  his  majefty  will  conlider 
this  declaration,  together  with  the 
performance  of  the  engagements 
contained  therein,  as  a  full  and  en¬ 
tire  fati sfa (Sion  for  the  injury  of 
which  his  majefty  has  complained. 

The  underfigned  declares,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  it  is  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  neither  the  faid  declara¬ 
tion  figned  by  count  Florida  Blanca, 
lior  the  acceptance  thereof  by  the 
underfigned,  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  is  to  preclude  or  prejudice,  in 
any  refpcfl,  the  right  which  his  ma- 
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jefty  may  claim  to  any  eftablifhment 
which  his  fubjefts  may  have  form¬ 
ed,  or  fhould  be  defirous  of  form¬ 
ing  in  future,  at  the  faid  bay  of 
Nootka. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  iigned 
this  counter-declaration,  and 
fealed  it  with  the  feal  of  my 
arms.  At  Madrid,  the  24th  of 
July,  1790. 

(L.  S.)  Signed 

Alleyne  Fitzherbert. 


Letter  from  Count  de  Fernan  Nunez 
to  M.  de  Montmorin,  Secretary  of 
the  Foreign  Department  of  France. 

Sir,  Paris ,  June  16,  1793- 

HAVE  the  honour  to  addreis 
you  with  this,  a  faithful  extract 
of  all  the  translations  which  have  kL 
therto  palled  between  my  court  and 
that  of  London,  on  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  detention  of  two  Englifh  veiled^, 
which  were  feized  in  the  bay  of  Sc. 
Lawrence,  or  Nootka,  iituated  ia 
the  50th  degree  to  the  north  of  Ca¬ 
lifornia,  and  which  were  afterwards 
taken  to  the  port  of  St.  Bias. 

You  will  obierve  by  this  relation, 

1.  That  by  the  treaties,  demar¬ 
cations,  takings  of  pofieflion,  and 
the  moll  decided  a6ls  of  fovereignty 
exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  in  theie 
ftatiens,  from  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  and  authorifed  by  that  monarch 
in  1692,  the  original  vouchers  for 
which  ihall  be  brought  forward  in 
the  courfe  of  the  negctiatioivall  the 
coaft  to  the  north  of  the  Weftern 
America,  on  the  fide  of  the  South 
Sea,  as  far  a-'  beyond  vvhat  is  called 
Prince  William’s  Sound,  vyhich  is 
in  the  fixty-firlt  degree,  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  belong  exclufively  to 
Spain. 

2.  That  the  court  of  Ruftla  liav- 
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ino-  beers  informed  of  this  extent  of 

O 

o'or  boundary,  affured  the  king,  my 
maker,  without  the  leak  delay,  of 
the  purity  of  its  intentions  in  this 
refpeft,  and  added,  *£  That  it  was 
extremely  forry  that  the  repeated 
orders  iffued  to  prevent  the  fubjefts 
of  Ruflia  from,  violating,  in  the 
fmallek  degree,  the  territory  be¬ 
longing  to  another  power,  fhould 
have  been  difobeyed.” 

3.  That  the  hate  of  the  pofTef- 
flons  and  exclufive  commerce  on  the 
fea  coa.il  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  as 
it  exifted  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
had  been  acknowledged  and  defined 
anew  by  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  more  particularly  by  England, 
in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht. 

4.  That  notwithftanding  the  juft 
title  he  has  to  a  prefervation  of 
his  ancient  rights,  the  king  my  maf- 
ter  has  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  who,  in  con- 
iequence  of  his  general  orders  and 
inkruftions  for  the  prefervation  of 
peace  with  every  power,  took  upon 
himself  to  releafe  the  veiTels  feized 
in  the  port  of  Nootka,  upon  a  fnp- 
pcfition  that  the  conduit  of  their 
captains  was  a  confequcnce  of  their 
total  ignorance  with  refpefl  to  the 
legitimacy  of  the  rights  of  Spain  on 
thofe  coails. 

It  is  in  confequence  of  the  defire 
of  his  Catholic  majeky  to  preferve 
peace  to  himfelf,  and  to  ekahlilh 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
that  he  has  taken  the  heps  yea  wall 
observe  in  the  laid  extract,  and  that 
he  has  commenced  an  amicable  and 
diretft  negotiation  with  England, 
which  he  will  fmilh  with  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert,  the  new  ambaftador  fent 
from  that  court  to  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid.  We  are  in  hopes  that  the  con- 
fee  lienees  of  this  negotiation  will  be 


favourable  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
we  mull  employ  all  the  neceffary 
means  to  make  it  fo. 

An  immediate  and  exadl  accom- 
pliihment  of  the  treaty  figned  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  the  15th  of  Augult  1761,  under 
the  title  of  the  Family  Compact,  be¬ 
comes  an  indifpenfable  preliminary 
to  a  fuccefsful  negotiation.  It  is  in 
confequence  of  the  abfolute  necekity 
which  Spain  finds  of  having  recourfe 
to  the  fuccour  of  France,  that  the 
king,  my  maker,  orders  me  to  de¬ 
mand  exprefsly  what  France  can  do 
in  the  prefent  circumkances  to  affik 
Spain,  according  to  the  mutual  en¬ 
gagements  kipulated  by  the  treaties. 
Elis  Catholic  majefty  defires  that  the 
armaments,  as  well  as  other  proper 
meafures  to  fulfil  and  realize  thefe 
facred  engagements,  be  immediately 
put  in  execution.  He  charges  me  to 
add  farther,  that  the  prefent  kate  of 
this  unforefeen  bufmefs  requires  a 
very  fpeedy  determination,  and  that 
the  meafures  which  the-  court  of 
France  fhall  take  for  his  affikance, 
fhall  be  fo  a  (Five,  fo  clear,  and  fo 
poktivej-  as  to  prevent  even  the 
fmallek  ground  for  fufpicion.  Other- 
wife  his-mok  Chnftian  majeky  mult 
not  be  furprifed  that  Spain  Ihould 
feek.other  friend’s  and  different  allies 
among  ail  the  powers  of  Europe, 
without  excepting  any  one,  upon 
whole  affikance  fhe  can  rely  in  cafe 
of  need.  The  ties  of  blood  and  per¬ 
form!  friend fliip  which  unite  our  two 
fovereigns,  and  particularly  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  interek  which  exiks  be¬ 
tween  two  rtations  united  by  na¬ 
ture,  kiall  be  refpe&ed  in  all  new 
arrangements,  ms  far  as  circum- 
fiances  will  permit. 

This,  fir,  is  the  pofitive  demand 
which  I  am  obliged  to  make,  and  in 
confequence  of  which  I- hope  his  mok 
Chrikiau  majeky  will  immediately 

take 
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take  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  Teem 
moft  fuitable,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  to  fatisfy  my  mailer,  in  an 
object  fo  interefting  and  important 
to  the  prefervation  of  his  legal 
rights,  and  the  honour  of  his  na¬ 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

ElConde  de  F.ernak  Nunez. 


Decree  of  the  National  NJfembly  cf 
France,  on  the  Family  Comp  ail. 

TH  E  national  affembly  deli¬ 
berating  on  the  formal  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  king,  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  miniiter,  dated  the 
id  of  Auguft, 

Decree,  That  the  king  be  fuppli- 
cated  to  make  known  to  his  Catho¬ 
lic  majefty,  that  the  French  nation, 
in.  taking  all  proper  meafures  to 
maintain  peace,  will  obferve  the 
defenfive  and  commercial  engage¬ 
ments  which  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  have  previouily  contracted 
with  Spain. 

They  further  decree,  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  (hall  be  reqnefted  immediately 
to^  charge  his  ambaifador  in  Spain  to 
negotiate  with  the  minifter  of  his 
Catholic  majefty  to  the  effedl  of  per¬ 
petuating  and  renevvihg,  by  a  na¬ 
tional  treaty,  the  tics  fo  ufefu!  to  the 
J  y  - 

two  nations,  and  to  fix  with  pre- 
ciiion  and  clearnefs  every  ftipulation 
which  fhall  be  ftritlly  conformable 
to  the  views  of  general  peace,  and 
to  the  principles  of  juftice,  which 
will  be  for  ever  the  policy  of  the 
French.  Tg 

The  national  aifembly  farther 
taking  into  confideration  the  arma¬ 
ments  of  the  different  nations  of 
Europe — their  progreiiive  increafe, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  French  colo¬ 
nies  and  commerQe,  decree,  that  the 
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king  fhall  be  prayed  to  give  orders, 
that  the  French  marine  force  incom- 
miffion  fhall  be  increafed  to  forty- 
five  flips  of  the  line,  with  a  propor¬ 
tionate  number  of  frigates,  and  other 
veffels. 


Convention  between  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  king  of  Spain  ;  fgnsd 
at  the  Efcuriai, the  2&th  cf  October , 
1790. 

HEIR  Britannic  and  Catho- 
j[  lie  majellies  being  defirous 
of  terminating,  by  a  fpeedy  and  fo- 
lid  agreement,  the  differences  which 
have  lately  arifen  between  the  two 
crowns,  have  adjudged  that  the  bell, 
way  of  attaining  this  falutary  object 
would  be  that  of  an  amicable  ar¬ 
rangement,  which,  fetting  afide  all 
retrofpeflive  difcuftlon  of  the  rights 
and  pretenfions  of  the  two  parties, 
fnould  fix  their  refpeClive  fkuation. 
for  the  future  on  a  bafis  conform¬ 
able  to  their  true  interefts,  as  well 
as  to  the  mutual  defire  with  which 
their  faid  majeftles  are  animated,  of 
eftabliftiing  with  each  other,  in  every 
thing  and  in  all  places,  the  moil* 
perfect  friendfhip,  harmony,  and 
good  correfpondence.  In  this  view, 
they  have  named  and  conftituted 
for  their  plenipotentiaries ;  to  wit, 
on  the  part  of  hi  s  Britannic  majefty. 
Alley n-e  Fitz Herbert,  efq.  one  of  his 
fa!d  xiiajefty’s  privy  council  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  arnbaf- 
fador  extraordinary  and  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  his  Catholic  majefty  7 
and,  on  the  part  of  his  Catho¬ 
lic  majefty,  Don  Jofeph  Moni- 
no,  count  of  Florida  Blanca,  knight 
grand  crofs  of  the  royal  Spanifh 
order  of  Charles  ill.  councellor  of 
flake  to  Ms  faid  majefty,  aud  his 
principal  fecretary  of  flats,  and  of 
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the  difpatches ;  who,  after  having 
communicated  to  each  other  their 
refpedtive  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles : 

Art.  I.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
buildings  and  tradis  of  land,  fituated 
on  the  norm-weft  coaft  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  North  America,  or  on 
iflands  adjacent  to  that  continent, 
of  which  the  fubjedls  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty  were  difpoflefled,  about 
the  month  of  April  1789,  by  a  Spa- 
nifli  officer,  fliall  be  reffored  to  the 
faid  Britilh  fubjedts. 

Art.  II.  And  further,  that  a  juft 
reparation  fliall  be  made,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  for  all  arts 
of  violence  or  hoftility,  which  may 
have  been  committed  fubfequent  to 
the  month  of  April  1789,  by  the 
fubjedts  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  againft  the  fubjedts  of  the 
other;  and  that,  in  cafe  any  of  the 
laid  refpedtive  fubjedts  fliall,  fince 
the  fame  period,  have  been  forcibly 
difpoflefled  of  their  lands,  buildings, 
veffels,  merchandife,  and  other  pro¬ 
perty  whatever,  on  the  faid  conti¬ 
nent,  or  on  the  feas  or  iflands  adja¬ 
cent,  they  fliall  be  re-eflabliflied  in 
the  pofleflion  thereof,  or  a  jufl  com- 
penfation  fliall  be  made  to  them  for 
the  Ioffes  which  they  have  fuflained. 

Art.  III.  And  in  order  to 
flrengthen  the  bonds  of  friendfnip, 
and  to  preferve  in  future  a  perfect 
harmony  and  good  underftanding 
between  the  two  contracting  parties, 
it  is  agreed,  that  their  refpedtive  fub- 
jedts  fliall  not  be  difturbed  or  mo- 
Jefted,  either  in  navigating  or  car¬ 
rying  on  their  fifhenes  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  or  in  the  South  Seas,  or  in 
landing  on  the  coaffs  of  thole  feas, 
in  places  not  already  occupied,  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  their 
commerce  with  the  natives  of  the 
country,  or  of  making  fettlements 


there ;  the  whole  fubjedt,  neverthe 
lefs,  to  the  reftridtions  and  provi 
fions  fpecified  in  the  three  follovvini 
articles : 

Art.  IV.  His  Britannic  majefb 
engages  to  take  the  moft  effedtua 
meafures  to  prevent  the  navigatioi 
and  fifliery  of  his  fubjedts  in  the  Pa 
cific  Ocean,  or  in  the  South  Seas 
from  being  made  a  pretext  for  illici 
trade  with  the  Spanish  fettlements 
and,  with  this  view,  it  is  moreove: 
exprefsly  ftipulated,  that  Bridfli  fub 
jedts  fliall  not  navigate,  or  carry  01 
their  fifliery  in  the  faid  feas,  withir 
the  fpace  of  ten  fea  leagues  from  an) 
part  of  the  coaffs  already  occupiec 
by  Spain. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  as  wel 
in  the  places  which  are  to  be  refforec 
to  the  Britifh  fubjedts,  by  virtue  0; 
the  firft  article,  as  in  all  other  part! 
of  the  north-weffern  coaffs  of  Nortl 
America,  or  of  the  iflands  adjacent, 
fituate  to  the  north  of  the  parts  ol 
the  laid  coaff  already  occupied  by 
Spain,  wherever  the  fubjedts  of  ei- 
thc  *  of  the  two  powers  fliall  have 
made  fettlements  fince  the  month  ol 
April  1789,  or  fliall  hereafter  make 
any,  the  fubjedts  of  the  other  fliall 
have  free  accefs,  and  fliall  carry  on 
their  trade  without  any  diffurbance 
or  moleltation. 

Art.  VI,  It  is  further  agreed,  with 
refpedt  to  the  eaffern  and  weftern 
coaffs  of  South  America,  and  to  the 
iflands  adjacent,  that  no  fettlement 
fliall  be  formed  hereafter,  by  the 
refpedtive  fubjedts,  in  fuch  part  of 
thofe  coaffs  as  are  fituated  to  the 
foutli  of  thofe  parts  of  the  fame 
coaffs,  and  of  the  iflands  adjacent, 
which  are  already  occ  upied  by  Spain ; 
provided  that  the  faid  refpedtive  fub- 
jedts  fliall  retain  the  liberty  of  land¬ 
ing  on  the  coaffs  and  iflands  fo  fitu¬ 
ated,  for  the  purpofes  of  their  fifliery, 

and 
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arid  of  erecting  thereon  huts,  and 
other  temporary  buildings,  ferving 
only  for  thofe  purpofes. 

Art.  VII.  In  all  cafes  of  com¬ 
plaint,  or  infraction  of  the  articles 
of  the  prefent  convention,  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  either  party,  without  per¬ 
mitting  themfelves  previoully  to 
commit  any  violence  or  a£t  of  force, 
ffiall  be  bound  to  make  an  exaCt  re¬ 
port  of  the  affair,  and  of  its  circum¬ 
stances,  to  their  refpe&ive  courts, 
who  will  terminate  luch  differences 
in  an  amicable  manner. 

Art.  VIII.  The  prefent  conven¬ 
tion  ffiall  be  ratified  and  confirmed 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  its  figna- 
ture,  or  fboner,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under- 
figned  plenipotentiaries  of  their  Bri¬ 
tannic  and  Catholic  majelties,  have, 
in  their  names,  and  in  virtue  of  cur 
refpeCtive  full  powers,  figned  the 
prefent  convention,  and  fet  thereto 
the  feals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  the  palace  of  St.  Laurence, 
the  aSth  of  October,  1790. 

(L  .S.)  Alle yne  Fitzhe rbert. 
(L.S.)  El  Conde  de  Florida 
Blanca. 


Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Aider- 
men,  and  Commons  of  the  Citj  of 
London,  on  the  Convention  nxnth 
Spain;  prefented  Nov.  24. 

To  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent 
Majefty, 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
\  mon  Council  affembled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majefty ’s  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjeCts,  the  lord  puy- 
Vol.  XXXlk 
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or,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  London,  in  common  council 
affembled,  approach  your  majefty 
with  hearts  full  of  gratitude,  upon 
the  agreeable  profpeft  of  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  eftablifhed  peace  by  the 
convention  with  Spain. 

Deeply  affefted  with  the  injuries 
fuftained  by  our  fellow- fubj efts  from 
that  nation,  we  concurred  in  the 
general  fentiments  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  expreffed  by  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  on  receiving 
your  majefty’s  moft  gracious  mef- 
fage  in  the  laft  feffion  ;  and  we  be¬ 
held  with  confidence  the  vigorous 
meafures  which  were  adopted  to 
gain  full  fatisfaftion  for  the  injuries 
done,  and  to  maintain  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  Britiffi  empire  ; 
to  which  meafures,  and  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  paternal  regard  for  the  inte* 
refts  of  your  people,  next  to  Divine? 
Providence,  we  thankfully  afcribe 
the  happy  ilfue  of  the  late  difagree- 
ments.  . 

Your  majefty’s  faithful  citizens  of 
London  are  tob  well  convinced  of 
the  falutary  confequences  of  conti¬ 
nued  peace,  to  delay  their  congra¬ 
tulations  upon  the  reconciliation 
with  Spain ;  for,  notwithftanding 
they  have  ever  manifefted  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  bear  a  proportion  of  bur¬ 
thens  created  by  the  profficution  of 
a  juft  war,  they  cannot  but  moft 
ardently  rejoiee  at  the  termination 
of  pending  hoftilities,  at  a  time 
when  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt  is  an  objeCt  of  importance  to 
your  people. 

Deign,  fire,  to  accept  our  moft 
cordial  wiffies,  that  your  majefty.’s 
reign  may  long  continue  in  peace 
and  profperity  over  a  grateful  and 
affectionate  people. 

His  Majeffs  Anfwer . 

I  RECEIVE  with  great  pleafure 

[  'the 


jo6]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790. 


the  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  of  the 
city  of  London  :  the  protection  of 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  my 
fabjefts  is  a  principal  objeCt  of  my 
attention ;  and  I  am  confident  that 
I  may  always  expedt  their  unanimous 
fupport  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
neceflary  for  that  purpofe.  It  af¬ 
fords  me  the  higheft  iatisfaftion  to 
refieCt,  that  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
this  objeCt  has  been  obtained  with¬ 
out  difturbing  the  public  tranquillity, 
which  is  productive  of  luch  great  and 
increaling  advantages  to  my  people. 


' Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  between  the 
King  of  Sweden  and  the  Emprefs 
of  all  the  Rliflias,  Auguf  n. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity ! 

I  S  majefty  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den,  and  her  majefty  the  em¬ 
prefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  equally  deft- 
rous  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
which  had  unhappily  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  to  re-eftahlifh  the 
friendftiip,  liarmony,  and  good 
neighbourhood,  which  have  long 
fubfifted  between  their  refpeCtive 
Hates  and  countries,  have  reciprocal¬ 
ly  communicated  to  each  other  their 
pacific  intentions,  and  with  a  view  to 
realize  them,  they  have  appointed 
and  authorized,  viz.  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Sweden,  the  fleur  Guftavus 
d’Armfelt,  baron  of  Vorentatha,  &c. 
&c.  and  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  the  fieur  Otho  Henry 
d’lgelftrom,  lieutenant-general  of 
her  armies,  &c.  &c.  who,  after  having 
communicated  to  each  other  their  full 
powers,  and  found  them  duly  autho- 
rifed,  and  in  proper  form,  and  hav¬ 
ing  mutually  exchanged  them,  have 
agreed  on  the  following  articles ;■ 
Art.  I.  There  fhall  be  hencefor¬ 
ward  between  his  majefty  the  king 


of  Sweden,  and  his  eftates,  countries, 
and  nations  on  one  part,  and  her 
majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruftias, 
and  her  eftates,  countries  and  na-J 
tions,  on  the  other,  perpetual  peace, 
good  neighbourhood,  and  perfed 
tranquillity,  both  by  fea  and  land  I 
and  confequently,  the  moft  fpeedy 
orders  for  the  ceflation  of  hoftilitiei 
ftiail  be  given  by  each  party.  What-J 
ever  is  paft  ftiail  be  forgotten :  at^ 
tendon  will  only  be  paid  to  the  re- 
eftabliflimsnt  of  that  harmony  and 
mutual  good-will,  which  has  beer 
interrupted  by  the  prefent  war. 

Art.  II.  The  limits  and  frontier.' 
fhall,  on  each  fide,  continue  as  they! 
were  before  the  rupture,  or  thh  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  prefent"  war. 

Art.  III.  Therefore  all  the  coun¬ 
tries,  provinces,  or  places  whatever, 
which  have  been  taken  or  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  either  of  the  con- 
trading  parties,  fhall  be  evacuated 
as  fpeedily .  as  pofiible,  or  1 4  days 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

Art.  IV.  All  prifoners  of  war,  01 
others,  who,  not  bearing  arms,  have 
been  taken  by  either  of  the  bellige¬ 
rent  parties  during  .the  courfe  oi 
hoftilities,  ftiail  be  let  at  liberty  by 
each  party  without  ranfom ;  and  they 
fhall  be  permitted  to  return  home 
without  any  indemnification  being 
required  by  either  party  for  theii 
maintenance,  but  they  lhall  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  pay  the  debts  which  they 
have  con  traded  with  individuals  oi 
each  refpeCtive  fhate. 

Art.  V.  And,  in  order  to  prevenl 
the  giving  theleaft  occafion  for  am  if- 
underftanding  at  fea  between  the 
ContraClingparties,itis  ftipulated  and 
agreed,  that  whenever  one  or  more 
Svvedilh  men  of  war,  whether  fmall 
or  great,  fhall  pafs  by  the  forts  oJ 
her  Imperial  majefty,  they  fhall  be 

obliged 
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Obliged  to  give  a  falute  in  the 
Swedifh  manner;  which  lhall  be 
immediately  anfwered  by  a  falute 
in  the  Ruffian  mode.  The  fame 
lhall  be  obferved  by  Ruffian  men 
of  war,  whether  one  or  more ; .  they 
fhall  be  obliged  to  falute  before  the 
forts  of  his  Swedifh.  majefty,  and 
thev  fhall  be  anfwered  by  a  Swedifh 
falute.  t 

In  the  mean  time,  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  lhall  order,  as  fpeed- 
ily  as  poffible,  a  particular  conven¬ 
tion  to  be  made,  in  which  the  mode 
of  faluting  between  Swedifh  and 
Ruffian  fhips  fhall  be  eftabliihed, 
whether  at  fea,  in  port,  or  wherever 
they  may  chance  to  meet. 

Till  then,  in  order  to  prevent 
•iniftakes  in  the  above  cafe,  fhips  of 
war  belonging  to  either  party  fhall 
not  falute  eftch  other. 

Art,  VI.  Her  Imperial  majefty  of 
ffll  the  Ruffias  has  alfo  agreed,  that 
his  Swedifh  majefty  fhall  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  buy  every  year,  corn  to 
the  amount  of  50,000  roubles,  in 
the  ports  of  the  Gulph  of  Finland 
and  of  the  Baltic  fea,  provided  it 
bejproved,  that  it  is  for  the  rife  of 
his  Swedifh  majefty,  or  for  the  ufe 
bf  fome  of  his  fubjeCts  duly  autho¬ 
rized  by  his  majefty,  without  dues 
or  charges,  and 'to  export  it  freely 
into  Sweden.  In  this,  however; 
barren  years  fhall  not  be  included, 
nor  fuch  years  in  which,  for  fome 
important  reafons,  her  Imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  may  be  induced  to  forbid  the 
exportation  of  grain  to  any  nation 
Whatever., 

Art.  Vlf.  As  the  e&gernefs  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  for  the 
fpeedy  termination  of  thofe  evils 
with  which  their  refpeCtive  fubjeCts 
have  been  afflicted  in  confequence 
of  war  does  not  allow  them  time 
for  the  regulation  of  many  points 
sftd  objects  tending  to  eftablifh  firmly 
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a  good  neighbourhood  and  perfect 
tranquillity  of  the  frontiers,  they 
agree,  and  mutually  promiie  to  pay 
attention  to  thofe  points  and  objects* 
and  to  difcufs  and  regulate  them 
amicably  by  means  of  ambaffaddrs; 
or  plenipotentiary  minifters,  whom 
they  fhall  appoint  immediately  after 
the  cbnclufion  of  the  prCfent  treaty 
of  peace. 

Art.  VIII.  The  ratifications  of 
the  prefent  treaty  of  peace  fhall  be 
exchanged  within  tjie  fpace  of  fix 
days,  or  foonef  if  poffible. 

In  tefti.mony  whereof,  we  have 
figned  the  prefent  treaty,  of  peace* 
and  feaied  it  with  our  arms. 

Done  in  the  plain  ofVercle,  near* 
the  river  Kymene,  between  the 
advanced  polls  of  each  camp, 
the  1  ith  of  Auguft,  1790. 

Gustavtjs  Maure,  BaroX 
D’ArM  FELT. 

Otho,  Baron  D’Igelstrom; 


Speech  of  John  Earl  of  Weflmor- 
land,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
to  both  Houfes  cf  Parliament , 
fan .  21. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

H  E  king  having  been  gra-> 
cioufly  pleafed  to  place  me 
in  the  government  of  this  kingdom, 
I  have  his  majefty’s  commands  to 
meet  you  in  parliament ;  and  it  af¬ 
fords  me  peculiar  fatisfaClion  that 
I  enter  upon  the  difeharge  of  this 
moil  important  truft,  at  a  period; 
when  this  country,  in  commoii  with 
the  reft  of  his  majefty’s  dominions, 
is  in  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  the 
bleffings  of  peace,  and  of  the  in-' 
eftimable  advantages  arifing  from 
our  free  conftitution. 

This  happy  fituation  will  tm- 
[  U  2  ]  doubtedly 
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doubtedly/encourage  you  to  perfe- 
vere  in  "the  maintenance  of  good 
government,  and  to  adhere  to  that 
wife  fyilem  of  policy  which  has 
efcablifhed  the  creditythe  ijiduflry, 
and  the  profperity  of  your  country 
upon  a  firm  and  fteady  foundation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  national  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  laid  before  you,,  and  I 
truft  you  will  make  fuch  provifions 
as  (hall  be  neceiTary  for  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  hate,  and  the  honourable 
fupport  of  his  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Y  our  zeal  for  the  interefls  of  this 
country  will  naturally  diredl  your 
attention  to  whatever  can  increafe 
the  wealth  and  extend  the  induftry 
of  Ireland;  her  agriculture  and 
linen  manufacture  will  claim  your 
efpecial  care;  and  the  inflitutions 
of  the  charter  and  other  proteftant 
fchools,  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  re¬ 
ceive  from  you  that  confideration 
which  the  interehs  of  religion  and 
the  good  education  of  youth  pecu¬ 
liarly  demand.  I  earnehly  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  attention  the  improv¬ 
ing  and  continuing  fuch  lawrs  as  ex¬ 
perience  hath  fhewn  to  be  of  na¬ 
tional  benefit,  and  I  have  the  king’s 
commands  to  allure  you  that  fuch 
meafures  as  may  contribute  to  that 
end  will  meet  with  his  majefty’s 
moh  gracious  concurrence. 

Impreffed  with  the  deep  fenfe  of 
the  diftingiufhed  honour  which  his 
majefty  has  conferred  upon  me  by 
,my  appointment  to  this  arduous  fi- 
fuation,  I  fhall  endeavour  with  the 
utmoh  zeal  and  attention  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of 
Ireland ;  fully  fenfible  that  I  can¬ 
not  otherwife  hope,  either  to  reir- 
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der  my  fervices  acceptable  to  my 
fovereign,  or  to  enfure  your  favour-* 
able  opinion  and  confidence. 

On  the  Addrefs  to  his  Majefly  being 
prefented  to  the  Lords ,  Lord  Port- 
arlington  moved  the  following 
Amendment:  “  'To  lay  before  his 
“  Majefly  the  apprehenfons  this  Houfe 
“  entertains  of  Miniflerial  Influence  ; 
“  and  its  hope ,  that  his  Majefly  will 
“  remove  them ,  by  abolijhing  Efla- 
“  blijhments  fo  unneceffary ,  burthen - 
“  fome,  and  alarming ,  &  c.” — which 
being  rejected,  the  following  Pro - 
tefl  was  entered: 

DISSENTIENT. 

E CAUSE  we  conceive  it  to 
be  the  peculiar  duty  of  the 
peers  of  this  realm,  as  hereditary- 
guardians  of  the  conflitution,  and 
counfellors  of  the  crown,  diligently 
and  unremittingly  to  watch  over  the 
proceedings  of  adminiftration,  and 
to  feize  on  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
informing  their  fovereign,  by  hum¬ 
ble  addrefs,  of  every  attempt  which 
fhall  appear  to  them  of  a  tendency 
to  injure  his  fubjeds  of  Ireland  in 
their  liberties,  privileges,  or  proper¬ 
ties,  either  by  ads  of  hate,  danger¬ 
ous  to  freedom,  or  by  an  inordi¬ 
nate  expenditure  of  the  public  trea- 
lure,  especially  when  fuch  profu- 
fion  is  manifeftly  meant  for  the 
attainment  of  the  worfl  of  purpofes* 
an  undue  and  unconftitutional  in¬ 
fluence  in  parliament ;  a  duty  which 
is  rendered  in  us  ftill  more  indif- 
penfable,  inafmuch  as  we  are,  from 
our  fituation,  denied  the  honour, 
happinefs,  and  high  advantage  of 
his  majefty’s  royal  prefence,  and 
confequent  paternal  infpedion. 

Becaufe  we  conceive  that  the  pre- 
fent  Occafion  peculiarly  and.indif- 

penfably 
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penfably  demands  our  performance 
of  the  above-mentioned  duty  from 
the  following  caufes : 

1  ft.  That  we  cannot  doubt  of  the 
purpofes  to  which  the  new  meafures 
referred  to  in  the  amendment  were 
adapted,  inafmuch  as  they  took 
place  at  a  critical  time,  when  the 
minifters  of  the  crown  in  Ireland 
were  making  extraordinary,  public, 
and  indecent  efforts  to  procure  a  ma¬ 
jority  in  parliament ;  and  inafmuch 
as  the  new  charges  on  the  eftabliffi- 
ment  have  been  diftributed  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  or  to  their  im¬ 
mediate  connexions,  and  this  too  at 
a  critical  conjundure,  when  the  idea 
of  combating  an  oppofition  to  the 
will  of  the  minifter,  by  increafe  of 
national  expence,  was  publicly 
avowed ;  neither  have  fuch  of  thofe 
meafures  as-  have  proceeded  to  the 
deprivation  of  office  or  penfion  been 
attended  with  any  charge  of  official 
or  judicial  negled,  nor  with  any 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  per- 
fons  fo  deprived,  nor  has  any  caufe 
whatfoever  been  advanced  or  pre¬ 
fumed,  excepting  only  their  parlia¬ 
mentary  conduct;  and  we  are  the 
rather  inclined  to  believe  fuch  con¬ 
duct  to  have  been  the  foie  caufe,  as 
the  principle  of  making  members  of 
parliament  vidims  of--  their  vote  has 
not  only  been  adopted,  but  expreffed. 

2dly,  That  though  the  difmiffal 
of  perfons  from  place  or  penfion  tor 
their  parliamentary  condud,  and 
the  multiplication  of  offices  or  ra¬ 
ther  of  falaries  with  the  name  of 
office,  for  unconftitutional  purpofes, 
are  meafures  not  new  to  this  country, 
having  ever  been  the  fad  and  only 
expedient  of  corrupt  minifters,  yet 
muft  we  obferve  that  we  cannot  re¬ 
collect  any  period  when,  in  fo  fhort 
a  time,  fo  many  of  thefe  grievances 
have  been  crowded  together,  and 
jnfliCted  upon  the  nation. 


3dly,  That  a  policy  fo  venal  and 
deftrudive,  eftablifhed  on  principles 
both  of  coercion  and  corruption^ 
muft  in  this  country,  if  fuffered  to 
take  root,  by  the  vvorft  means,  ren¬ 
der  any  minifter  completely  abfo- 
lute,  inafmuch  as  by  creating  on 
every  occaiion,  fuch  as  his  own  folly 
and  preemption  may  fuggeft,  places 
and  penfions,  and  annual  gratifica¬ 
tions  with  names  annexed,  he  muft: 
in  the  end  totally  deftroy  the  balance 
of  the  conftitution,  and  make  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  his  repre- 
fentatives  only,  not  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  their  own  honour,  or  of  the 
people ;  to  which  important  confide- 
ration  may  be  added,  that  a  policy 
of  this  nature  is  the  more  dangerous 
in  Ireland,  becaufe  we  have  not  as 
yet  been  able,  from  the  oppofition 
of  minifters,  to  obtain  thofe  prudent 
ads  which  in  England  exift,  and 
check  its  operation,  fuch  as  a  place 
and  penfion  bill,  in  confequence 
whereof  we  are  expofed  to  many 
dangers,  again!!  which  the  wifdom 
of  England  has  fortified  her  conftitu¬ 
tion,  The  minifters  in  Ireland  may 
make  not  only  their  public  errors, 
but  even  their  private  paffions  and 
corrupt  affedions  the  ignominious 
caufe  of  loading  the  Iriih  eftabliffi- 
ment. 

4th! y.  That  whereas  we  were,  by 
the  general  declarations  of  our  late 
viceroy,  confirmed  in  a  belief  that 
the  expences  of  this  country  were 
exceffive,  and  by  thofe  fame  decla¬ 
rations  taught  to  exped  a  redudion ; 
thus  having  his  o.wn  authority,  if 
that  were  neceftary,  not  only  again!! 
the  expences  which  he  found,  but 
again!!  the  corruptions  which  he 
fuperadded.,  we  fhould  think  our- 
felves  deficient  indeed  in  our  public 
duty,  if  we  did  not  declare  our  cor¬ 
dial  difapprobation  of  thofe  enor¬ 
mous  charges  which  minifters  them- 

[U  3]  '  *  i'elv^s 
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felves  have  not ,  hefitated  to  con¬ 
demn,  even  while  they  encreafed 
tjiem. 

5  th.ly.  That  as  we  {hall  ever  be 
ready  to  check  licentioufnefs  in  what¬ 
ever  quarter  it  may  make  its  appear¬ 
ance,  fo  {hall  we  more  efpecially  be 
ardent  in  our  endeavours  to  check 
the  licentioufnefs  of  minifters  in  the 
application  of  the  national  treafure ; 
an  offence,  which,  in  its  effect,  is 
not  of  fliort  duration,  but  entails 
upon  us  permanent  and  prodigal  an¬ 
nual  charges  with  all  their  attendant 
baneful  influence*  and  ultimately 
tends  to  bring  about  a  diffolution  of 
public  virtue  as  well  as  of  conftitu- 
tional  freedom,  fetting  up  in  the 
place  of  both,  maxims  of  govern¬ 
ment  falfe  and  frivolous,  infolent 
and  diflolute ;  and  we  cannot  avoid 
exprefling  our  opinion  that  the  pre- 
fent  miniflers  of  the  crown,  having 
fhewn  themfelves  particularly  indig? 
nant  at  the  idea  of  popular  excefl’es, 
are,  when  they  commit  minitlerial 
excefles,  expo  fed  to  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  obferv&tion  andanimadverfion. 

-  6thly,  That  the  attempts  to  - ex¬ 
tend  venal  influence  beyond  the  li¬ 
mits  and  decency  of  former  times, 
have  been  accompanied  with  at¬ 
tempts  to  advance  principles  and 
doctrines  inconflitent  with  the  te- 
nour  of  the  conftitution.  • 

From  all  thefe  reafons,  we  fliould 
hold  ourfelves  inexcufeable  to  our 
country,  to  our  king,  and  to  our  own 
honour,  if,  under  the  conviction  we 
now  feel,  the* alarms  we  now  enter¬ 
tain,  we  (hould  not  feize  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  laying  at  the  feet  of 
•our  moft  gracious  ibvereign,.  fuch 
information  as  it  is.  our  bounden 
duty  to  afford  him,  and-  of  expref- 
fmg  our  humble  determination,  a  de¬ 
termination  which  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  approved  by  the  benignant  fa¬ 
ther  ©f  his  people,  to  purfue  fuch 


loyal  and  conftitutional  fleps  as  may 
relieve  our  country  from  the  griev¬ 
ances  which  have  been  lately  inflict¬ 
ed  on  her,  and  from  the  danger  of  a 
repetition  of  the  fame. 

We  have  alfo  thought  it  expedi¬ 
ent,  by  the  propofed  amendment,  to 
obtain  the  ferife  of  miniftry,  under 
the  prefent  chief  governor,  on  the 
fubjedl  of  the  redrefs  of  national 
grievances,  to  the  end  that  we  might 
either  co-operate  with  them  towards 
the  attainment  of  fuch  redrefs,  or 
by  our  own  flneere  and  humble,  but 
perfliling  efforts,  endeavour  to  ad- 
minifter  relief  to  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land.  ‘  * 

•  Cork  and  Orrery, 

Moira, 

Arran, 
Charlemont, 
Porta  rl iv gton, 
Lismore, 

Leinster,  by  proxy, 
Ross,  by  proxy. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
■  Commons  of  Ireland,  on  prefenting 
the  Bills  of  Supply  to  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant • 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I?  VERY  year’s  experience,  fince 
1/  1785*  has  fhewn  the  wifdom 
of  the  principle  which  the  commons 
then  eftablifhed,  of  preventing  the 
further  accumulation  of  national 
debt.  Under  the  influence  of  that 
principle,  public  credit  has  rifen  fo 
high  as  to  admit  of  an  increafe  to 
the  finking  fund,  by  a  confiderable 
diminution  in  the  . intereft  of  the 
public  debt.  Private  credit  too 
has  felt  its  falutary  effects;  and  the 
advanced  hate  of  both  has  given  vi¬ 
gour  to  induftry,  and  a  Heady  aid. 
to  mercantile  exertion.- 

We  now  fee  our  commerce  ex¬ 
tended  to  a  degree  unknown  in  any 

former 
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former  time,  our  agriculture  increaf- 
ed  even  beyond  the  moll:  fanguine 
{peculation,  and  our  linen  manufac¬ 
ture  rifen  largely  in  its  value.  Such 
is  the  prefent  profperous  lituation  of 
this  country,  and  we  behold  it  with 
the  more  fatisfadlion,  becaufe  it  has 
not  arifen  from  temporary  or-acci- 
dental  circumilances,  but  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  a  Heady  and  regular  courfe, 
from  a  wile  fyllem  uniformly  ad¬ 
hered  to,  and  from  a  confidence  ol 
the  nation  in  a  continuance  of  that 
fyllem,  from  the  fecurity  given  to 
private  property  againll  the  violence 
of  outrage,  and  above  all,  from  that 
content  and  peaceable  fubmiflion  to 
the  laws,  without  which  no  king¬ 
dom,  however  blefied  in  conllitu- 
tion,  climate,  foil,  or  fituation,  can 
be  rich,  powerful,  or  happy. 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  both  Houfes  of  P  ar  Lament  > 
April  5. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

A  S  the  important  objects  that 
have  engaged  your  attention 
during  this  fefiion  of  parliament  are 
now  acconeplifhed,  I  have  great 
pleafure  in  fignifying  his  majelly’s 
approbation  of  the  zeal  you  have 
Ihewn  for  the  public  interell,  and 
the  difpatch  with  which  you  have 
concluded  the  national  bufinelj. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  the  king’s  commands  to 
return  you  his  fmcere  thanks  for  the 
chearfulnefs  with  which  you  have 
voted  the  fupplies :  you  may  depend 
upon  their  being  faithfully  applied 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
granted. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  dire&ed  to  teftify  his  raajef- 
ty’s  fatisfa&ion  at  the  falutary^ro- 
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vilions  which  have  been  made  during 
the  prefent  parliament,  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  agriculture,  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  commerce,  the  fecurity  of 
property,  and  the  due  execution  of 
the  law  :  regulations  which  have 
encreafed  the  wealth,  advanced  the 
trade,  and  raifed  the  credit  of  your 
country  to  a  degree  unexampled  in 
any  former  period. 

While  I  return  his  majelly’s  thanks 
for  the  many  marks  of  your  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  perfon,  family  and  go¬ 
vernment,  I  mull  exprefs  his  con¬ 
fidence  that  you  will  continue  to 
inculcate  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  fpirit  of  loyalty,  and  that  dil- 
polition  to  promote  the  tranquillity 
and  general  welfare  of  the  country, 
which  have  fo  eminently  dillinguilh- 
ed  your  conduct. 

Urged  by  every  principle  of  laud¬ 
able  ambition  and  public  duty,  I 
fhall  unremittingly  endeavour  tb 
cultivate  your  true  interell,  in  main¬ 
taining  good  order  and  government, 
and  to  contribute  by  every  means 
in  my  power  to  advance  the  pro- 
fperity  of  this  rifing  country. 


'The  Seventh  Report  of  the  Commif 
f  oners  appointed  to  examine ,  take, 
and  fate ,  the  Public  Accounts  of 
the  Kingdom.  Prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  1  %th  June , 
1782. 

HE  a£t  of  the  lall  fefiion  of 
parliament,  for  continuing 
and  amending  the  adl  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  fefiion,  by  which  we  were 
firll  appointed,  having,  by  a  parti¬ 
cular  claufe,  “  authorized  and  im- 
“  powered  us  to  examine  the  fe- 
“  veral  accounts  of  extraordinary 
“  fervices  incurred  and  not  pro- 
“  vided  for  by  parliament,  which 
“  have  been  laid  before  the  houfe 
“  of  commons  lince  the  ill  of  Ja- 
4]  "  nuary. 
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*e  nuary,  1776,”  we  confidered  that 
claufe  not  as  imperative  upon  us, 
to  ftop  fhort  in  the  purfuit  we  were 
at  that  time  engaged  in,  under  the 
authority  of  the  former  aft,  and  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  thefe  accounts  ;  bat  ra¬ 
ther  as  the  defignation  of  a  fubjeft, 
felefted'  from  among  the  numerous 
objects  committed  to  us  in  general 
terms  by  the  fir  it  aft,  as  the  next 
for  our  confideration,  after  we  ftiould 
have  compleated  the  inquiries  we 
were  then  purfuing.  Thofe  in¬ 
quiries  being  finifhed,  we  have,  in 
obedience  to  the  intention  of  the 
legiflature,  thus  fignified  to  us,  di¬ 
rected  our  attention  to  the  accounts 
of  the  extraordinary  fervices  in¬ 
curred  and  not  provided  for  by  par¬ 
liament,  which  have  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons  fmce  the 
.lit  of  January,  1776. 

In  this  wide  field,  where  the  ob¬ 
jects  are  fo  numerous,  fo  various, 
and  fo  complicated,  we  have,  in  our 
choice  of  the  fubjeft,  been  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  public  voice,  as  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  colleft  it,  and 
have  felefted  for  our  inquiry,  as 
pinch  fufpefted  of  abufe,  that  part 
of  the  public  money  granted  for  the 
extraordinary  fervices  of  the  army, 
which  has  been  expended  in  North 
America ;  endeavouring  to  trace  it 
from  its  iffue  out  of  the  exchequer 
to  the  final  difpofition  of  it  in  that 
country,  with  a  view  to  difeever 
whether  any  part  of  it  has  been, 
and  by  what  means/intercepted  in 
Its  paffage  or  diverted  in  its  appli¬ 
cation. 

We  entered  upon  this  inquiry 
ifenfible  of  many  obvious  and  dis¬ 
couraging  difficulties  in  our  way. 
This  money  is  expended  in  adiftant 
country  :  the  evidence  of  the  ma¬ 
terial  circumftances  of  every  trapf- 


aftion  of  expenditure  is  in  that; 
country;  except  where,  in  a  few 
inftances,  we  have  had  it  in  our 
power  to  apply  to  an  accountant 
himfelf,  who  has  either  paffied  his 
accounts  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  impreft,  or  brought  in  his 
hand  his  vouchers,  fair  and  regular 
upon  the  face  of  them.  By  what 
means  then  are  we  todeteft  (if  fuch 
there  has  been)  peculation,  fraud, 
or  mifapplication  ? 

We  admit  no  charge  again!!  per- 
fons  abroad,  who  have  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  bein£  heard  m  their  own 
defence ;  and  we  are  cautious  that 
our  examination  does  not  lead  to 
felf-accufation.  Thus  dellitute  of 
the  proper  evidence,  and  with  fo 
unpromifing  a  profpeft  before  us, 
we  fet  out  in  fearch  of  fuch  mate¬ 
rials  as  we  could  find,  and  as  the 
nature  and  circumfiances  of  the  fub¬ 
jeft  would  afford. 

We  extrafted  from  the  Journals, 
and  from  the  accounts  presented  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  the  fums 
granted  for  the  extraordinary  fer-' 
vices  of  the  army  every  year,  from1 
the  ifi  of  January,  1776,  to  the 
3 1  ft  of  December  laft  ;  the  total  of 
thefe  fums  is  19,502,969/.  . 

W e  obtained,  by  requifition  from 
the  office  of  the  paymafter  general 
of  the  forces,  an  account  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  iftiied  to  Meffrs.  Harley  and 
Drummond,  purfirant  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  warrants,  for  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  fervices  of  his  majefty’s  forces 
ferving  in  North  America  during 
the  fame  period.  This  fum  amounts 
to  $0,083,863/.  2 3.  6d. 

We  proceeded,  in  the  next  place, 
to  inquire  by  what  means  this  mo¬ 
ney  palled  to  North  America  :  of 
this  we  received  information  from 
Thomas  Neale,  efq.  the  agent  in 
London  to  Mefirs*  Harley  and 

Drummond* 
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]>rummond,  who  are  engaged  in  a 
contrail  with  government  to  make 
thefe  remittances  for  a  commiffion 
of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  clear  of 
.all  fees  of  office  and  expence  of 
tranfportation.  All  this  money 
pafies  from  the  exchequer,  through 
the  hands  of  the  paymader  general 
of  the  forces,  to  the  remitters,  and 
from  them  to  their  agents  in  North 
America;  who  pay  it  to  the  de¬ 
puty  paymailer  general  of  the  forces 
redding  in  that  country.  It  paffes 
from  the  exchequer  to.  the  remitters 
in  the  following  manner  : 

When  the  commander  in  chief  in 
North  America  fends  to  the  agents 
a  requidtion,  fpecifying  a  certain 
fum  to  be  wanted  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fer.vices  of  the  army  for  the 
enfuing  quarter,  the  agents,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  requifition,  draw 
bills  upon  the  remitters,  and  tranf- 
mit  to  them  the  requifition,  with  a 
lid  of  the  bills  annexed ;  upon  the 
receipt  of  which,  the  remitters  ap¬ 
ply  bv  memorial  to  the  “lords  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury  for  money 
to  extinguifh  thofe  bills,  and  re¬ 
ceive  from  them  a  warrant  upon 
the  paymader  general  of  the  forces 
for  the  payment  of  a  fum  upon  ac¬ 
count,  for  the  ufe  of  his  majedy’s 
forces  in  North  America  :  this  war¬ 
rant  being  fatisfied  by  the  iffiue  from 
the  exchequer  to  the  paymader  ge¬ 
neral,  in  confequence  of  a  treafury 
letter  and  order  of  the  auditor,  the 
paymader  general  gives  to  the  re¬ 
mitters  his  draft  for  it  upon  the 
bank.  If  the  commander  in  chief 
makes  no  requifition,  the  agents 
themfelves  fend  to  the  remitters  an 
account  of  what  money  will  be 
wanted,  and  they  apply  for  it  to 
the  treafury,  and  receive  it  in  like 
manner  from  the  paymader  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  forces. 
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There  are  two  ways  by  which 
this  money  goes  from  the  remitters 
into  the  hands  of  their  agents  :  the 
one  is  by  bills  thus  drawn  by  them 
upon  the  remitters ;  which  bills 
they  receive  the  value  for  there,  and 
the  remitters  difcharge  when  pre- 
fented  to  them  in  London:  the 
other  is  by  fending  out  to  them  ac¬ 
tual  cadi ;  this  is  done  according  to 
fpecial  dire&ions  given  for  thatpur- 
pofe  by  the  lords  of  the  treafury  to 
the  remitters,  whenever  it  becomes 
neceffary  to  fupport  the  exchange 
by  increafmg  the  quantity  of  cur¬ 
rent  cafh  in  the  hands  of  the  agents. 

Having  thus  traced  this  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  pay¬ 
mader  general  abroad, -our  next  dep 
was  to  fee  by  what  means,  and  for 
what  purpofes,  it  was  taken  out  of 
his  hands :  lieutenant  general  fir 
William  Howe,  late  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majedy’s  forces  in  North 
America,  and  lieutenant  general  earl 
Cornwallis,  fupplied  us  with  this 
information. 

This  money  cannot  be  blued  by 
the  deputy  paymader  general,  with¬ 
out  the  authority  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  exercifed  either  by  himfelf 
or  by  fome  general  officer  to  whom 
he  has  from  neceffity  delegated  that 
authority.  There  are  certain  de¬ 
partments  in  the  army,  to  the  pre¬ 
siding  officers  of  which  .is  entruded 
the  expenditure  of  fo  much  of  the 
public  money  as  the  fetvice  of  thofe 
Several  departments  requires,  and 
who  are  accountable  to  the  public 
for  all  they  receive ;  thefe  officers 
are,  the  Secretary  to  the  commander 
in  chief,,  the  paymader  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial  forces,  the  quarter  mader 
general,  the  barrack  mader  general, 
the  commidary  general,  the  chief 
engineer,  the  lupermtendant  of  In¬ 
dian  affairs,  the  bridge  mader,  the 

purveyor. 
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purveyor  of  the  hofpital,  and  the 
eommiftary  of  prifoners. 

The  commander  in  chief  direfts 
money  into  the  hands  of  thefe  ac¬ 
countants,  by  his  warrant  to  the 
deputy  paymafier  general,  requir¬ 
ing  him  to  pay  to  the  officer  named 
a  certain  fum  for  the  purpofe  there¬ 
in  fpecified.  Thefe  warrants  are 
of  two  kinds;  temporary,  and  final: 
the  temporary  warrant  is  for  money 
upon  account,  and  granted  upon  the 
application  of  the  officer,  to  enable 
lum  to  carry  on  the  fervice :  the 
final  warrant  is  for  money  to  reim- 
burfe  the  officer  expences  aftually 
incurred,  and  mentions  that  the 
Vouchers  are  lodged  with  that  of¬ 
ficer. 

Every  quarter,  or  as  foon  after 
as  the  fervice  will  admit,  thefe  of¬ 
ficers  make  an  abftraft  of  all  the 
fums  they  have  expended  in  their 
feveral  departments  during  that 
quarter,  digefted  under  different 
heads  of  expence.  Every  officer 
carries  his  abftraft  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  for  his  inipeftion, 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  being  reirn- 
burfed  the  amount  of  that  abftraft. 
If,  upon  examination,  no  objeftion 
arifes  to  any  of  the  articles,  he 
grants  to  the  officer  a  final  warrant 
upon  the  deputy  paymafier  general, 
for  the  total  fum  Contained  in  the 
abftraft :  upon  production  of  this 
warrant,  wkh  the  abftraft  annexed, 
at  the  pay  office  of  the  army,  the 
officer  takes  up  and  cancels,  as  be¬ 
ing  of  no  ufe,  the  temporary  war¬ 
rants  he  has  received  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  ;  and,  deducing  from  the  fum 
in  the  abftraft  the  fums  contained 
in  the  temporary  warrants,  he  re¬ 
ceives  the  balance,  leaving  both  the 
final  warrant  and  abftraft  with  the 
deputy  paymafier  general;  who 


fends  them  eyery  quarter  > to  the 
pay-office  of  the  army  in  England, 
as  vouchers  for  the  paymafier  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  forces,  upon  paffing  his 
account  before  the  auditors  of  the 
imprefl. 

Through  thefe  channels  is  the 
money,  granted  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fervices  of  the  army,  con¬ 
veyed  into  the  hands  of  certain 
officers  intruded  with  and  refpon- 
fible  for  the  expenditure  of  that 
money :  how  this  expenditure  has 
been  conducted,  was  the  next,  and 
the  material  fubjeft  of  our  inquiry. 

The  quarter  mafter  general,  the 
barrack  mailer  general,  the  corn- 
miffary  general,  and  the  chief  en-* 
gineer,  are  the  officers  to  whofe 
management  the  greateft  fhare  of 
this  money  is  committed;  and  there¬ 
fore  to  them  we  principally  directed 
our  attention :  we  examined  fuch 
of  them  as  we  could  find,  who  ei¬ 
ther  were  then,  or  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  thefe  departments ;  and 
coliefted  what  information  we  could 
from  the  vouchers  in  their  poflef- 
fion,  or  from  thofe  they  had  deli¬ 
vered  into  the  office  of  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  imprefl;;  all  of  which 
were,  in  confequence  of -our  requi- 
fition,  fubmitted  to  our  infpeftion. 

Having  had  reafon  to  believe,  be¬ 
fore  the  paffing  of  the  laft  aft,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  parliament 
to  refer  to  us  the  confideration  of 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  army ; 
and  having  been  informed  that  bri¬ 
gadier  general  William  Dalrymple, 
quarter  mafter  general ;  Peter  Pau- 
mier,  efq.  a  deputy  commiftary  ge¬ 
neral  ;  and  Mr.  Abijah  Willard, 
commiftary  of  Jive  cattle  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  forces  in  North  America, 
were  then  in  London,  and  about  to 
return  to  America — though  engaged 
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at  that  time  upon  other  fubjetts, 
pnder  the  directions  of  the  former 
a<ft,  we  availed  ourfelves  of  that 
opportunity  to  receive  from  them 
the  information  they  were  able  to 
give  us,  relative  to  their  refpeCtive 
departments. 

We  obtained  from  the  treafury  the 
lilts  of  warrants  granted  by  the 
commanders  in  chief  in.North  Ame¬ 
rica  upon  the  deputy  paymalters 
general  there,  and  tranfmitted  to 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  his  ma- 
jelty’s  treafury,  from  the  ill  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1776  to  the  31ft  of  Decem¬ 
ber  lalt.  The  total  fum  contained 
in  thefe  lids  is  7,725,828/.  12  s.  1  \d. 
Of  which  there  appears  to  have 
been  ilfued  during  that  period,  by 
the  commander  in  chief  at  New 
York,  to  the  officers  or  deputies  in 
thefe  four  departments,  the  fums 
following :  to  the  quarter  mailers 
general,  1 ,688,379  /.  i$s.  3  \d.', 
to  the  barrack  mailers  general, 
662,419/.  o s.  $\d. ;  tothecommilfa- 
ries  general,  1,521,076/.  9/.  Sd. ;  to 
the  chief  engineers,  322,308  /.  ior. 
2\d. ;  amounting  together  to  the 
fum  of  4,194,183/.  15  si  7  d.:  and 
to  have  been,  ilfued  by  the  com- 
manders  in  chief  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  in  Canada,  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fervices  of  the  army  in  ge¬ 
neral  in  that  province,  from  the  ill 
of  June  1776  to  the  23d  of  October 
1781,  the  fum  of  2,236,029/.  in. 
7  d. 

As  the  deputy  paymallers  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  forces  abroad  tranlmit, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  pay-office 
of  the  army  in  England,  the  war¬ 
rants  of  the  commanders  in  chief 
which  have  been  paid  by  them — 
that  we  might  omit  no  means  of 
information  of  the  fums  ilfued,  we 
procured  from  the  pay  office  of  the 
army  a  lift  of  thefe  warrants;  in 
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which  we  find  other  fums,  ilfued 
during  the  fame  period,  to  officers 
in  the  department  of  the  commiftary 
general,  not  included  in  the  quar¬ 
terly  lifts  received  from  the  trea- 
fury,  amounting  together  to  the 
fum  of  193,000/.;  which,  being 
added  to  the  fum  of  1,521,0 76/.  9J, 

8  d.  make  the  total  fum,  ilfued  to 
the  commilfaries  at  New  York, 
1,7x4,076/.  gs.  8 y. ;  and  the  total 
fum  ilfued  to  thefe  four  depart¬ 
ments  there,  4,387,183/.  1 5 yd. 

We  required  from  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft  a  lift  of* 
all  thole  perfons  who  have  been 
employed  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  for  the  army  fervices. 
in  North  America,  and  who  had 
either  palfed  or  delivered  in  their 
accounts  to  that  office  fince  the  ift 
of  January  1 776.  We  examined 
the  officers  whofe  names  we  found 
inferted  in  thefe  lifts,  and  who  were 
within  the  reach  of  our  application; 
(that  is  to  fay)  Robert  Mackenzie, 
efquire,  fecretary  and  paymafter  to 
lieutenant  general  fir  William  Howe ; 
major  general  fir  William  Erlkine, 
and  William  lord  Cathcart,  quarter 
mailers  general;  lieutenant  colonel 
William  Shirreff,  and  major  Richard 
England,  deputy  quarter  mailers 
general.  We  examined  lieutenant 
colonel  George  Clerk,  barrack  maf- 
ter  general;,  and  John  Montrefor; 
efquire,  chiefengineer,  whofe  names 
are  not  in  this  lift,  their  accounts 
not  being  as  yet  delivered  in.  Da¬ 
niel  Chamier  and  Daniel  Wier, 
efquires,  the  two  commilfaries  ge¬ 
neral  during  that  period,  are  both 
dead :  none  of  the  accounts  of  ei¬ 
ther,  and  a  few  only  of  the  vouchers 
of  the  latter,  are  in  the  auditors 
office  ;  and  therefore  the  article  of 
provifions,  though  a  very  import¬ 
ant  and  expenftve  branch  of  this 

expend  i— 
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expenditure,  and  many  other  arti¬ 
cles  of  expence  in  that  department, 
were  not  within  our  reach  in  this 
inquiry.  We  examined  alfo  capt. 
David  Laird,  the  agent  for  vi&ual- 
Jers  flore  (hips  and  fmall  craft;  and 
Mr.  William  Butler,  an  affifiant 
com  miliary. 

(From  the  information  given  by 
thefe  feveral  officers,  and  from  the 
vouchers  and  papers  they  have  fup- 
plied  us  with,  we  have  been  able  to 
acquire  fome  knowledge  of  the 
rules  by  which  thefe  departments 
have  been  governed ;  and  to  trace, 
in  feme  meafure,  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  branches  of  the  public 
expenditure  have  been  conducted  in 
North  America. 

The  fubjedfs  of  expence,  which 
thefe  officers  are  employed  about, 
may  be  diftinguifhed  under  two  ge¬ 
neral  heads ;  the  purchafe  of  articles 
wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
and  the  payment  for  fervices  per¬ 
formed. 

The  prefiding  officers  in  thefe 
departments,  though  they  are  the 
perfons  who  mult  render  the  ac¬ 
count,  yet,  from  the  extent  and 
multiplicity  of  their  bufinefs,  can 
very  feldom  themfelves  attend 
cither  to  the  purchafe  or  the  pay¬ 
ment  :  they  have  their  deputies, 
affifiants,  fuperintendants,  agents, 
InfpeCtors,  conductors,  clerks,  and 
other  officers  under  them,  who  are 
the  aCting  perfons  entrufted  with 
the  conduct  of  different  parts  of  the 
tranfadiion,  and  upon  whofe  know¬ 
ledge  and  fidelity  they  rely  for  the 
due  execution  of  that  trail.  Some 
of  thefe  inferior  officers  make  the 
bargains,  fome  attend  to  and  cer-  ' 
tify  the  execution,  others  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  payments,  and  take 
the  receipts :  each  department  has 
its  office  where  thp  payments  are 


made.  The  perfon  who  receives', 
mull;  be  either  the  perfon  himfelf 
who  is  entitled,  or  his  affignee  or 
agent ;  and  he  mull  produce  an 
order,  ticket,  or  certificate  of  the 
proper  officer,  either  diredling  the 
payment,  or  authenticating  the  ma¬ 
terial  circumilances  of  the  purchafe, 
or  fervice.  The  receipts  are  gene¬ 
rally  taken  in  the  name  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal,  whoever  the  officer  may  be 
that  pays  them ;  becaufe,  the  war¬ 
rants  of  the  commander  in  chief 
being  made  payable  to  the  principal, 
he,  by  receiving  the  fums,  becomes, 
the  only  perfon  accountable ;  arid 
he  cannot  difcharge  himfelf  but  by 
vouchers,  which  upon  the  face  of 
them  appear  to  be  for  payments 
made  by  him :  but  there  are  in- 
fiances,  where,  the  auditors  of  the 
imprefi  have,  in  particular  cafes, 
allowed  receipts,  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  deputy,  to  be  voucher?  for 
the  principal. 

The  payments  are,  for  the  molt 
part,  made  in  dollars,  at  four  Shil¬ 
lings  and  eight-pence  each  fierling,, 
but  computed  in  New  York  cur¬ 
rency,  which  is  to  fierling  in  the 
proportion  of  twelve  to  feven  :  the 
fums  we  fhali  have  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  hereafter  are  all  in  fierling. 

The  price  paid  for  the  purchafe 
of  the  articles  wanted  varied  ac¬ 
cording:  to  the  demands  of  the  ar- 
my,  and  the  means  of  fupply ;  but 
the  price  of  many  of  the  fervice$ 
was  regulated  and  fixed. 

It  was  not  practicable  for  us  to 
examine  into  the  cireumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  purchafe  of  the  fiores, 
materials,  and  variety  of  articles 
ufed  in  the  feveral  departments : 
we  could  form  no  judgment  of  the 
neceffity  there  was  for  procuring 
them,  or  of  the  value,  or  of  the 
price;  the  means  of  information 
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irere  not  within  our  reach ;  and 
hercfore  we  directed  our  attention 
o  the  other  branch  of  expence,  the 
ervices,  as  a  fubjeff:  that  bore  the 
ippearance  at  lead  of  a  more  fuc- 
:efsful  inveftigation. 

The  movements  and  various  oc- 
:afions  of  the  army  rendered  it  ne- 
;efTary  to  employ  a  great  number 
>f  veffels  of  different  kinds,  with 
pilots  and  feamen,  and  many  wag¬ 
gons,  hOrfes,  drivers,  artificers,  and 
abourers.  Of  the  veffels,  waggons, 
md  horfes,  very  few  were  pur- 
ihafed  by  government  for  the  ufe 
)f  the  army ;  by  far  the  greateft 
part  of  them  were  hired  by  the 
month,  or  the  day,  and  very  many 
E)f  them  kept  in  continual  pay  : 
the  hire  of  all  thefe,  which  confti- 
tutes  a  very  conliderable  part  of  the 
expenditure,  was,  in  fome  cafes, 
uncertain,  and  depended  upon  cir- 
cumdances ;  but  in  many  it  was 
regulated,  and  fettled  at  a  certain 
price.  The  hire  of  a  veffel  under 
thirty  tons  was  three  pence  half¬ 
penny  a  day  per  ton;  the  wages  of 
each  feaman  was  two  (hillings  and 
four-pence  a  day,  with  a  foldier’s 
ration,  and  one  fixth  of  a  quart  of 
rum.  The  hire  of  a  veffel  of  thirty 
tons  and  upwards  was  ten  (hillings 
a  month  per  ton,  until  May  1777, 
when  the  rate  of  wages,  and  the 
price  of  providons,  and  of  naval 
(lores,  being  increafed,  it  was  raifed 
to  thirteen  (hillings ;  the  owner  was 
engaged  to  find  the  proportion  of 
fix  men  to  every  hundred  tons, 
to  vidual  them,  and  to  keep  the 
veffel  in  repair.  The  hire,  by  the 
day,  of  a  fmall  waggon,  with  one 
driver  and  two  horfes,  was  feven 
fhillings ;  of  a  large  waggon,  with 
one  driver  and  four  horfes,  twelve 
fhillings  ;  of  a  fingle  horfe,  one 
(hilling  and  nine-pence ;  of  a  dri¬ 
ver  alone,  from  (even-pence  to  one 
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fhilling  and  nine-pence ;  of  a  com¬ 
mon  labourer,  from  feven-pence  to 
two  fhillings  and  four-pence. 

All  the  veffels  and  fmall  craft 
(except  thcffe  in  the  engineer’s  de¬ 
partment)  were  at  fil'd  procured  by 
and  under  the  infpeffion  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  quarter  mailer  ge¬ 
neral ;  but,  the  bufinefs  of  that 
office  iricreafing,  the  commander  in. 
chief,  by  warrant,  dated  id  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  3777,  created  an  officer  to- 
be  agent  for  victuallers  flore  (hips 
and  fmall  craft :  he  was  called  the; 
fuperintendant  of  veffels ;  and  to 
his  charge  were  committed  all  the 
veffels  and  fmall  craft,  with  their 
appendages,  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  army  (except  thofe  at¬ 
tached  to  the  chief  engineer,  which 
were  left  kill  to  remain  under  liis 
care:)  he  was  enjoined  to  fee  that 
they  were  properly  manned  a'nd 
equipped,  and  juftly  rated  as  to 
their  tonnage ;  he  was  authorized 
to  charter  or  hire  veffels  for  inland 
navigation,  when  neceffary,  and  to' 
appropriate  .to  the  feveral  depart¬ 
ments  the  number  they  wanted, 
and  fuch  as  were  bell  con  ft  ruffed 
for  the  refpeffive  fe-r  vices.  Though- 
the  quarter  mailer  general  was  thus 
relieved  from  the  trouble  of  pro¬ 
viding  and  fuperintending  the  vei- 
fels,  pilots,  and  feamen,  yet  the 
payment  of  the  hire  of  them  was 
Hill  left  to  his  office,  and  continued 
there  until  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1778  ;  when  the  commander 
in  chief  ififued  orders,  that  the  hire 
fhould  be  paid  in  the  office  of  that 
department  where  they  were  em¬ 
ployed,  The  mode  of  payment 
was  this  :  the  fuperintendant  grant¬ 
ed,  fometimes  upon  his  own  know¬ 
ledge,  fometimes  upon  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  per  fans  under  him,  to  the 
perfon  entitled,  a  ticket  of  pay, 
figned  by  himfelf  or  his  deputy,  and 
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directed  to  the  proper  officer,  fpe- 
cifying  the  fervice,  the  time,  and 
the  fum.  This  ticket  was,  upon 
payment,  left  at  the  office;  and  at 
the  end  of  every  quarter  the  fuper- 
intendant  took  up  all  thefe  tickets 
from  the  feveral  offices,  and,  after 
examination  with  his  check-book, 
gave  to  each  principal  officer  one 
general  voucher,  figned  by  himfelf, 
for  the  total  fum  contained  in  all 
thofe  tickets,  and  paid  by  him  dur¬ 
ing  that  quarter. 

Much  the  greatefl  number  of  the 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fervice  of  the  army. 
Were  procured,  by  the  quarter  maf- 
ter  general.  The  commander  in 
chief  ordered  the  effiablifhment,  that 
ts>  the  number  which  he  judged  to 
be  neceffiary  for  the  occafions  of  the 
army,  and  in  what  proportion  they 
ihould  be  didributed  among!!:  the 
feveral  corps,  and  for  the  different 
ferviees.  This  eflablifhment  was 
permanent,  and  kept  conllantly,  as 
far  as  it  could  be,  compleat.  The 
quarter  mailer  general  made  a  re¬ 
turn  of  them  every  quarter  to  the 
Commander  in  chief ;  which  return 
was  called  the  diffribution,  and 
contained  an  account  of  all  the  wag¬ 
gons,  horfes,  and  drivers  at  that 
time  under  his  diredion,  and  in 
what  fervice  employed  :  for  all  thefe 
he  was  refponfible,  and  paid  the 
hire  and  contingent  expences.  The 
other  departments  had  likewife 
Waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers  in 
their  iervice;  which  were  procured 
by  themfelves,  and  paid  by  their 
tefpedive  principal  officers.  AU 
thefe  departments  had  artificers  and 
labourers,  procured  by  the  overfeers 
in  the  feveral  branches,  hired  by 
the  day,  and  paid  in  each  refpedive 
office. 

l  The  receipts  given  for  thefe  fer- 


vices  were  of  two  kinds ;  either  fe 
parate  receipts,  given  by  indivi 
duals  in  the  common  form ;  or  on 
receipt,  prefixed  to  a  bit  compre 
bending  the  fignatures  of  many  per 
Ions ;  of  the  latter  kind,  one  lini 
form  mode  was  adopted  in  all  thef 
offices ;  two  fpecimens  of  which 
the  one  taken  from  the  inftance  o 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  an< 
the  other  from  that  of  labourers,  ii 
the  office  of  the  quarter  mailer  ge 
neral,  are  inferted  in  the  appendix 
The  firft  column  contains  the  name; 
of  the  perfons  entitled,  or  fuppofec 
to  be  entitled ;  the  fum  he  is  en¬ 
titled  to  receive  is  wrote  in  the  lafi 
column  but  one  ;  and  in  the  laft  art 
the  fignatures  of  the  fame  perfons, 
wrote  or  made  either  by  themfelves 
or  by  perfons  deputed  by  them. 

In  purfuing  this  inquiry  into  the 
methods  and  forms  by  which  this 
expenditure  has  been  carried  on,  we 
have  had  in  view  two  principal  ob¬ 
jects  ;  one  is,  to  difcover  whether 
any  fraud  has  in  fad  been  commit¬ 
ted  upon  the  public  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  money  tranfadions  ;  the  other 
is,  to  obferve  whetlier  the  public 
has  been  fufficiently  guarded  againft 
fraud  and  impofition,  in  the  modes 
Adopted  for  carrying  on  this  expen¬ 
diture.. 

Could  a  fingje  infiance  of  fraud 
be  diicovered  in  any  of  the  accounts 
of  thefe  officers,  fuch  a  difcovery 
would  fo  corrupt  and  vitiate  that 
account,  as  to  fubj£d  the  whole  of" 
it  to  a  revifion  and  unravelment; 
though  adjufled  and  paffed  with  all 
the  folemnities  of  the  exchequer. 

Thefe  accountants  are  charged 
with  all  the  fums  they  have  received 
of  the  paymailer  general  of  the 
forces,  by  the  warrants  of  the  comr 
mar.de*  in  chief.  They  cannot  dif- 
charge  themfelves,  but  by  the  re- 
1  ceipts 
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ceipts  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
or  their  officers  have  paid  thefe 
fums.  The  receipts  are  fair  upon 
the  face  of  them ;  each  contains  all 
the  efientials  of  a  true  voucher ;  a 
date,  the  fubjed  matter,  the  fum 
paid,  the  perfon  of  whom  received, 
.and  the  perfon  receiving.  If  the 
tranfadion  has  not  been  a  fair  one, 
and  government  has  been  defrauded 
©f  any  part  of  the  money,  the 
voucher,  which  is  the  evidence  of 
that  tranfadion,  mult,  in  fome  part 
of  it,  be  fa  lie  or  fraudulent:  to  dis¬ 
cover  whether  it  be  fo  or  not,  the 
perfon  who  appears  to  have  figned 
it,  is  always  a  material,  and,  in  iome 
cafes,  the  only  witnefs,  who  can  tell 
whether  the  fum  fpecified  in  the  re¬ 
ceipt  to  have  been  received,  wras  in 
fad  the  fum  bona  fide  paid ;  but  per¬ 
fons  under  this  defcnption  are  not 
amenable  to  us,  fitting  in  this  king¬ 
dom;  they  are  in  North  America. 
Numberlefs,  and  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  may  have  been  the  frauds  and 
impofitions  committed  upon  govern¬ 
ment,  without  the  knowledge  even 
of  the  officer  who  pafTes  the  ac¬ 
counts,  being  himfelf  not  privy  to 
the  payments,  but  relying,  for  the 
truth  of  the  vouchers  he  produces 
in  his  difcharge,  upon  the  integrity 
and  fidelity  of  his  inferior  officers. 

Rumours  of  impofition,  and  of 
much  wealth  acquired  during  a 
ffiort  fervice  upon  fiender  appoint¬ 
ments,  may  create  a  fufpicion  of 
fome  concealed  management,  and 
be  a  ground  for  inquiry  by  proper 
authority ;  but  they  are  not  proofs 
upon  which  can  be  fupported, 
again!!  any  perfon  whatever,  the 
heavy  charge  of  defrauding  the 
public. 

Having  therefore  no  hopes  of 
purfuing  this  fubjed  with  effed,  we 
turned  our  attention  to  the  fecond 
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objed  we  propofed;  that  is,  to  thofe 
openings  for  fraud,  and  that  poffi-* 
bility  of  abufe,  which  the  modes  of 
concluding  thefe  money  tranfadiong 
have  left  without  fence  or  guard  ; 
and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  have  not  been  fufficiently  pro- 
teded  in  two  material  points:  firfi, 
the  officers  intruded  with  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  public  money  have 
been  permitted  to  have  an  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  fubjed  matter  of 
expence :  fecondly,  the  vouchers 
by  which  the  accountants  difcharge 
themfelves  of  the  fums  intruded  ta 
them,  are  allowed  without  having 
undergone  fufficient  examination. 

It  is  a  branch  of  the  bufinefs  of 
the  quarter  mader  general  to  pro¬ 
vide  waggons  and  horfes,  with  their 
neceflary  attendants  and  append¬ 
ages,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  either 
v/hen  in  quarters,  or  in  motion ;  and, 
when  there  is  occafion  to  tranfport 
them,  or  to  fupply  their  wants  by 
water,  the  fuperintendant  furnidies 
them  with  vefiels,  and  whatever 
necefiary  for  carriage  by  water* 
It  is  the  duty  of  thefe  officers  to 
make  the  contrads  for  the  articles, 
and  to  fee  thofe  contrads  honedly 
and  fubd antially  performed;  to  take 
care  that  each  article  is  properly 
equipped,  and  adequate  to  the  fer- 
vice  it  is  intended  for;  and  that 
the  fervice,  for  which  payment  is 
claimed,  has  been,  in  fad,  perform¬ 
ed.  Thefe  officers  are  placed,  on  th» 
part  of  government,  as  a  check  an4 
Control  upon  the  contradors,  to  pro* 
ted:  the  public  from  lofs  or  impofi* 
tion.  The  barrack  mailer  general 
and  chief  engineer  Hand  upon  th$ 
fame  ground,  in  refped  to  the  wag¬ 
ons  and  horfes  made  ufe  of  in  their 
epartments,  and  not  provided  by 
the  quarter  maker  general.  But 
it  has  been  the  u£ige,  as  far  back  as 
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our  inquiry  has  gone,  for  the  officers 
in  thefe  departments  to  be  them- 
felves  the  proprietors  of,  or  to  have 
j[hares  or  intereds  in,  a  great  number 
of  the  veffels  and  fmail  craft,  and  in 
almod  ail  the  waggons  and  horfes, 
employed  in  thefe  fervices:  thefe  of¬ 
ficers  have  purchafed  or  procured 
them  upon  their  own  account,  and 
let  them  cut  to  government  at  the 
fixed  prices  of  hire ;  the  fame  per- 
fon,  employed  by  and  aAing  for  the 
public,  contrafts,  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  with  himfelf,  for  the  hire  of 
his  own  property,  controls  his  own 
Tudions,  and  pays  himfelf  with  the 
public  money  intruded  to  his  charge: 
his  trull  and  filtered  draw  oppoiite 
ways:  his  trud  obliges  him  to  be 
frugal  for  the  public;  to  hire  at  the 
lowed  price  (lower,  if  he  can,  than 
the  price  allowed  by  government)  ; 
to  take  care  that  what  he  hires  is 
compleat  and  fit  for  fervice;  to  em¬ 
ploy  as  few  veffels  and  carriages, 
and  for  as  fho'rt  a  time  as  poffible : 
but  his  intered  leads  him  not  to 
fpare  the  public  purle ;  to  let  to  go¬ 
vernment,  at  the  fame  fixed  price, 
all  the  veffels,  carriages,  and  horfes, 
he  can  colled,  by  whatever  means 
procured,  or  at  however  low  a  price 
he  may  have  purchafed  them,  and 
whatever  may  be  their  condition  or 
difference  in  point  of  goodnefs;  to 
keep  them  continually  in  pay,  whe¬ 
ther  wanted,  or  employed,  or  not, 
and  for  as  long  a  time  as  he  can 
contrive;  and  his  lad  advantage 
may  be,  the  luffering  them  to  be 
taken  ©rdeftroyed  by  the  enemy,  to 
entitle  him  to  the  value  from  the 
public.  In  fuch  a  conted  between 
duty  and  intered,  it  is  not  unchari¬ 
table  to  fippole  the  public  intered 
will  frequently  be  facrificed  to  pri¬ 
vate  emolument.  But  this  is  riot  the 
only  mifchief :  this  pradice  has  a 


manifed  tendency  to  corrupt  and  en¬ 
danger  the  fervice  of  the  army  ;  it 
weakens  the  military  difcipline,  it 
infufes  into  the  foldier  the  third  for 
gain,  and  diverts  his  attention  from 
honour  and  his  country’s  fervice,  to 
the  purfuit  of  wealth,  and  that  too 
by  intrenching  upon  the  treafure  of 
his  country.. 

We  do  not.  mean  to  fugged  thefe 
as  impofitions,  that  have  all  been 
adually  committed  upon  the  public, 
but  as  confequences  that  will  follow, 
whenever  the  temptation  is  powerful 
enough  to  overcome  the  fenfe  of 
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duty,  and  where  the  opportunities  of 
yielding  to  the  temptation  are  fo 
frequent  and  fo  obvious. 

As  thefe  officers  would  hardly 
have  engaged  in  bufmefs  of  this 
kind,  without  the  expedation  at 
lead  of  fome  advantage  (for  they 
had  no  additional  pay  for  being 
employed  in  the  expenditure)  we 
were  led  to  enquire  into  the  expence 
incurred  by  the  public  for  this  arti¬ 
cle  of  hire,  and  from  thence  to  en- 
deavour  to  form  fome  judgment 
upon  the  probable  advantage  to  the 
officer. 

We  obtained  from  captain  David 
Laird,  a  lid  of  all  the  veffels,  under 
whatever  denomination,  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  army  in  North 
America,  from  the  id  of  January 
1 777,  when  he  was  appointed  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  veffels,  until  the 
end  of  December  1780,  when  he 
quitted  the  fervice;  with  the  name 
of  each  veffel,  and  of  the  mader  or 
owner,  the  number  of  tons,  the  price 
per  ton,  the  time  when  hired,  the 
time  when  difeharged,  and  in  what 
department  employed.  From  this  lid 
it  appears,  that  the  number  of  veffels 
employed  at  different  times,  during 
the  above  period,  in  the  department 
of  the  quarter  mader  general,  was 
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thhee  hundred  and  feventeen;  and 
the  number  of  tons,  nineteen  thou¬ 
fand  five  hundred  fifty-eight.  In 
the  department  of  the  barrack 
mailer  general,  the  number  of  vef- 
fels  was  eighty-five,  and  of  the  tons 
feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  thirty- 
fix.  In  the  department  of  the  com- 
mifiary  general,  the  number  of  vef- 
lels  was  two  hundred  and  nine,  and 
of  the  tons  fixteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  twenty-two.  The  total 
number  of  the  velfels  was  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  eleven,  and  of  the  tons 
forty-four  thoufand  and  fixteen. 
Many  of  them  were  employed  for 
a  fnort  time  only:  the  number  of 
thofe  continued  in  the  fervice  for 
one  year  and  upwards,  we  have  ex- 
traded  from  captain  Laird’s  lift, 
and  inferted  in  the  appendix,  with 
the  number  of  tons,  and  their  earn¬ 
ings  during  the^r  fervice;  and  of 
thefe,  fixty-two  were  left  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780. 
This  lift  jfhews,  that  the  number  of 
velfels  employed  each  for  a  year  or 
longer,  during  that  period,  in  the 
department  of  the  quarter  mailer 
general,  was  fixty-two,  and  the  hire 
91,444/.  19  s.  4  J.;  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  barrack  mailer  general, 
the  number  twenty-five,  and  the 
hire  34,737 /.  iqj.  ;  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  commifiary  general,  the 
number  forty-four,  and  the  hire 
55,925  /.  14^.:  the  total  number 
one  hundred  thirty-one;  the  total 
hire  182,108/.  12  s.  4  d. 

We  find,  from  the  vouchers  for 
the  payments  of  hire  made  by  the 
quarter  mailers  general,  and  deli¬ 
vered  by  tliern^  into  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  that  the 
total  expence  of  this  hire  in  that 
department  only,  exclufive  of  pi¬ 
lotage,  '  and  various  contingencies, 
from  the  25th  cf  December  1770 
Vol.  XXXII. 


to  the  31ft  of  March  1 780,  amount¬ 
ed  to  127,483/.  18/.  what 

the  expence  of  this  hire  was  in  the 
other  departments,  vve  have  not  had 
the  means  of  informing  ourfelves. 

In  this  lift  appear  the  names  or 
feveral  officers  in  the  departments 
of  the  quarter  mailer,  barrack  m af¬ 
ter,  and  commifiary  general,  as  own¬ 
ers  of  thefe  velfels ;  but  the  names  of 
all  fueh  officers  as  were  owners  do  not 
appear;  the  names  of  the  mailers  are 
inferted  in  their  fiead.  Where  the 
principal  officers  were  proprietors,  or 
had  {hares,  their  names  are  not  found, 
either  in  the  contra&s  for  the  hire, 
or  in  the  receipts  for  the  pay¬ 
ments* 

A  vefiel  of  one  hundred  tons* 
hired  at  13  s.  a  month  pr  ton* 
would  produce  to  the  owners  780  /. 
a  year.  Suppofe  him  to  have,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  year,  his  full  comple¬ 
ment  of  fix  men,  at  each  3  /.  1 5  s.  a 
month  wages,  and  to  pay  2  r.  a  day 
for  victualling  each  man,  his  men 
would  coft  him  489  /.  and  leave 
him  a  profit  of  291  /.  a  year;  which 
profit  would  be  increafed  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  he  could  hire  his  men,  or 
procure  boys,  at  a  lefs  price,  or  di- 
minilh  his  number  whilll  his  vefiel 
lay  at  reft  during  any  part  of  the 
year,  oh  employ  them  to  his  ad¬ 
vantage  in  any  other  fervice.  The 
prime  coll,  and  expence  of  repairs, 
are  diminutions  cl  his-  profit,  de¬ 
pending  upon  circurnltanees,  and 
not  open  to  calculation. 

As  the  quarterly  returns,  made  to 
the  commander  in  chief  by  the  quar¬ 
ter  mailer  general,  contain  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  waggons,  hs^fes,  and 
drivers,  furnilhed  by  him  in  each 
quarter,  with  their  diftnbution,  and 
expence  to  government  for  the  hire, 
we  have  {elected,  and  inferted  in  the 
appendix,  two  of  thefe  returns:  Sir 
[X]  William 
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William  Erfkine  (applied  us  with 
the  firft  regular  diftribution  that  was 
returned  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  is  for  the  quarter  ending 
30th  June  1777;  the  other  is  a  re¬ 
turn  made  by  lord  Cathcart,  for 
the  quarter  ending  31ft  Decem¬ 
ber  1779. 

The  diftributions  did  not  always 
contain  the  fame  numbers,  and' 
therefore  we  could  not  come  at  the 
expence  of  the  hire  of  them  to  the 
public,  but  by  coliefling  it  from  the 
vouchers  allowed  -by  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft  to  thofe  quarter  mailers 
general  who  had  palled  their'  ac¬ 
counts  in  that  office.  By  an  ablfrafl 
compofed  frem  thofe  vouchers,  we 

i. 

find  that  the  fum  paid  by  the  public, 
for  the  hire  only  of  waggons,  horfes, 
and  drivers,  employed  under  the 
management  of  the  quarter  maker 
general,  from  the  25th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1776  to  the  3  id  of  March  1780, 
was  338,435/.  8  s.  b\d.  excluiive 
of  provifions,  forage,  repairs,  and 
other  contingent  expences. 

The  rate  of  the  hire  of  a  waggon, 
driver,  and  four  horfes,  being  1  2  s. 
a  day,  produces  to  the  proprietor 
219/.  a  year  ;  from  whence  the  hire 
ef  the  driver,  at  the  mean  price  of 
1  s.  2  d.  a  day,  that  is,  21  /.  5*.  10  d. 
a  year,  being  dedufled,  leaves  him 
a  clear  yearly  profit  of  197/.  14  a. 
2d.  the  repairs  of  the  waggon  and 
harnefs,  and  the  food  of  the  driver 
and  horfes,  being  found  by  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Computing  the  prime  coll  of 
the  waggons  compleat,  at  the  high- 
ell  price,  20  /.  and  of  each  horfe  at 
*  5 /.  he  receives  back  80/.  his  pur- 
chafe  money,  in  lefs  than  five 
.month's;  after  which,  if  poffelfed  of 
fifty  large  waggons  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  horfes,  (and  the  waggons  and 
horfes  were  in  general  the  property 
few  officers  only)  he  will  haw, 
& 
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as  long  as  he  can  continue  them  irt 
the  fervice  of  government,  a  clear 
income  of  9,885/.  8  s.  4 d.  fecure 
from  all  rilk. 

The  commander  in  chief,  confult- 
ing  with  the  principal  officers  in  the 
feveral  departments,  fettled  the 
ellablifhment,  and  ordered  that  it 
fhould  be  permanent  and  kept  com¬ 
pleat.  As  the  army  was  not  always 
in  motion,  the  neceffity  for  fo  nu¬ 
merous  a  permanent  ellablifhment 
was  not  obvious.  The  reafon  given 
for  retaining  the  fame  number  for 

O  ^ 

the  whole  year,  is,  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  them  again  when  wanted, 
in  cafe  they  had  been  difeharged  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign;  but  this 
reafon  does  not  appear  altogether 
conclufive;  for,  if  they  are  in  being, 
the  arm  of  the  commander  in  chief 
can  reach  them,  wherever  they  are;, 
he  has  power  to  feize,  the  inllant  he 
wants  it,  whatever  is  necefiary  for 
the  fervice,  in  his  contemplation : 
from  the  enemy  he  feizes  of  right, 
from  a  friend  he  prefies  of  neceffity, 
paying  him  tke  value,  or  for  the 
ufe. 

The  eftablilhment  was  hardly 
ever  compleat,  from  the  conllant 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  number 
of  waggons  it  required;  as  they 
were  therefore  fo  fcarce  in  that 
country,  and  the  cattle  could  have 
been  employed  to  more  advantage 
than  upon  the  pay  of  government, 
it  might  have  been  advantageous  to 
the  inhabitants  to  have  had  the  ufe 
of  them  for  the  time  the  army  were 
in  quarters;  and  the  hire  of  them, 
for  fame  months  every  year,  would 
have  been  no  inconfiderable  faving 
to  the  public. 

All  .orders  and  regulations  of 
ftvery  kind  proceed  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief :  his  power  extends, 
without  controul,  over  the  whole 

arm/ 
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&rffly  and  all  its  connections.  It  is 
limited  only  by  his  diicretion ;  con- 
fequently  every  form  of  proceeding, 
every  ufage  and  mode  of  practice, 
mull  reft  either  upon  his  orders  or 
his  acquiefcence.  That  we  might 
learn  upon  what  authority  this  cuf- 
tom,  for  the  officers  to  be  contrac¬ 
tors  of  this  defcription,  was  ground¬ 
ed;  we  required  from  Sir  William 
Howe  and  lord  Cornwallis  the  or¬ 
ders  and  infractions  iffiued  by  them 
in  North  America,  relative  to  the 
feveral  departments  employed  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
npy.  The  returns  to  thefe  requiii- 
tions  contained  the  appointment  of 
the  fliperintendant  of  velfels,  and 
the  regulation  of  the  payment  of 
their  hire,  in  the  offices  of  the  de¬ 
partments  in  which  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  both  above  mentioned,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  orders  made  from 
time  to  time  for  different  purpo fes 
of  regulation  :  but  we  found  at  one 
period  only  orders  relative  to  the 
point  immediately  under  our  con¬ 
sideration.  Thefe  orders  were  if- 
fued  by  lord  Cornwallis,  are  dated 
the  23d  December  1780,  and  con¬ 
tain  matter  very  important  to  the 
fubjeCt  before  us.  Lord  Cornwallis 
bad  upon  feveral  occafions  found, 
that  the  waggons  and  horfes  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  public  fervice  by  the 
quarter  mafter  general  were  in  bad 
condition,  and  neither  fit  nor  able 
:o  perform  the  fervices  required. 
To  remedy  thefe  abufes,  he  thought 
it  neceffary  to  direCt,  that  the  quar¬ 
ter  mafter  general  fhould  have  no 
property  in  either  the  waggons  or 
borfes;  and  to  that  end  he  iftued 
Orders,  enjoining  him  not  to  charge 
more  for  waggons  and  horfes  than 
be  had  actually  paid  ;  not  to  * 
ffiarge  the  hire  of  waggons  and 
borfes  purehafed ;  not  to  pur- 
fthafe  them  but  upon  goverment 
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account ;  and,  if  he  hired  them, 
pay  the  proprietors  the  full  price  for 
hire  allowed  by  government.  He 
ordered  all  the  neceffary  craft  to  be 
purehafed  on  government  account! 
and  fome  of  the  veflels  to  be  dif- 
charged,  as  foon  as  they  came  under 
the  direction  of  his  deputy  quarter 
mafter  general  at  Portfmouth  in 
the  Chelapeak,  upon  his  reprefenta- 
tion  that  they  were  unneceffary. 
He  ordered  likewife  the  commiftary 
general  not  to  charge  government 
for  the  compleat  ration,  unlefs  he 
iupplied  that  ration  from  the  ftores 
from  England  ;  and  to  charge  n# 
more  for  frefh  provifions>  flour,  or 
Indian  meal,  than  what  they  colt 
him.  The  manner  of  conducting 
this  laft  office  it  is  not  in  our  power 
to  inquire  into ;  the  commiftaries 
general  are  dead;  and  their  ac¬ 
counts  not  in  Enp-land. 

O 

Thefe  orders  are  levelled  at 
abufes  at  that  time  e'xifting ;  and 
thefe  abufes  all  tend  to  the  de¬ 
frauding  of  the  public  for  private 
emolument. 

By  purfuing  the  rules  of  compu* 
tation  inferred  above;  we  are  ena¬ 
bled  to  difeover  how  much  vVould 
have  been  faved  to  the  public  had 
the  waggons  and  horfes  been  pur- 
chafed  at  firft  on  account  of  govern* 
ment.  From  the  lift  inferted  in  the 
appendix  it  appears,  that  the  aver¬ 
age  number  of  waggons  conftantly 
employed  in  the  fervice,  from  the 
25  th  of  December  1776  to  the  31ft 
of  March  1780,  that  is;  three  years 
and  a  quarter,  was  feven  hundred 
thirty-nine;  and  the  average  num¬ 
ber  of  horfes,  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  fifty-eight ;  and  the  aver¬ 
age  number  of  drivers,  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty:  the  average  hire  of 
all  thefe  amounts  to  104,132/.  a 
year;  from  whence  deducing 
1 6,1 81  /.  the  hire  of  feven  hundred 

[X  2]  >  and 
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and  lixty  drivers,  at  i  s.  z  d.  each 
per  day,  there  remains  the  fum  of 
87,951 /.\  The  prime  coft  of  the 
waggons  and  horfes,  at  the  higheft 
price,  is  44,150/.;  this  fum  being 
deducted  from  87,951/.  leaves  the 
clear  profit  of  43,801  /.  for  the  fir  ft 
year :  this  being  added  to  the  fum 
of  197,8.89/.  two  years  and  one 
quarter’s  clear  profits,  after  deduct¬ 
ing  the  hire  of  the  drivers,  gives  the 
fum  of  241,690/.  paid  by  the  pub¬ 
lic,  beyond  what  it  would  have  coft 
them  had  the  property  of  thefe  wag¬ 
gons  and  horfes  belonged  to  govern¬ 
ment  :  and,  if  the  fame  fyftem  of 
manageiiient  has  been  continued  to 
the  prefent  time,  the  public  have  in¬ 
curred  a  Hill  further  expence  of 
175,902/.  for  two  years  more,  to 
the  31ft  of  March  laft;  that  is,  the 
public  have  paid  417,592/.  for  the 
fingte  article  of  the  hire  of  waggons 
and  horfes ;  the  whole  of  which 
might  have  been  faved,  had  the 
mode  contained  in  the  orders  of  the 
23d  of  December  1780  been  at  firft 
adopted. 

From  the  circumftances  thus  dif- 
clofed,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
this  praClice,  of  letting  out  for  hire 
to  government,  has  been  highly  lu¬ 
crative  to  the  officers  engaged  in  it. 
The  officer  is  a  truftee  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  as  fuch,  he  is  bound  to  hufband 
the  public  money  committed  to  his 
charge  with  as  much  frugality  as  if 
it  were  his  own ;  what  he  fave-s  or 
what  he  gains,  he  faves  and  gains 
Hot  for  himfelf  but  for  the  public. 
He  ought  not  to  be  permitted,  by 
any  management  or  contrivance,  to 
carve  out  for  himfelf  an  intereft  in 
the  execution  of  a  public  truft  :  if 
that  intereft  has  Se6n  productive, 
how  far  fuch  profit  belongs  to  'the 
public,  and  whether,  by  bills  ofdif- 
covery  filed  by  the  proper  officer  of 
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the  crown,  or  by  What  other  means* 
it  may  be  difcovered,  and  reclaimed 
for  the  public,  are  for  the  wifdom  oi 
parliament  to  decide. 

It  is  of  public  concern  this  evil 
fhould  be  fpeedily  corrected  :  il 
flows  from  permitting  a  truft  to  re- 
fide,  with  an  intereft,  in  the  fame 
perfon.  The  remedy  is,  to  take 
away  the  intereft,  and  by  that  mean; 
to  reftore  the  truft  and  control  tc 
its  full  force,  that  it  may  freel) 
operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
uninfluenced  by  private  confidera- 
tions. 

But  the  remedy  may  be  extendec 
Hill  farther :  it  fhould  feem  as  if  ii 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  fer- 
vice,  if  the  officers  were  relieved  en¬ 
tirely  from  the  trouble  of  making  the 
payments.  When  their  military 
duty  calls  them  to  the  field,  the) 
mull  negleCt  their  dpty  as  pay- 
mafters,  and  leave  that  branch  tc 
be  condu&ed  entirely  by  their  in¬ 
ferior  officers  and  clerks.  It  feems 
to  be  a  hardfhip  upon  a  quarter 
mailer  general,  to  be  fubjeCl  to  ac¬ 
count  for  very  large  fums,  no  pari 
of  which  he  paid  himfelf,  but  merelj 
becaufe  they  were  paid  in  his  name, 
and  at  his  office,  whilft  he  himfell 
was  abfent  upon  other  duty. 

There  is  no  neceftary  connection 
between  the  military  duty  of  thefe 
officers  and  the  expenditure  of  mo¬ 
ney  for  military  fervices :  this  lattei 
belongs  properly  to  a  civil  depart¬ 
ment,  and  may  be  executed  by  a 
civil  officer.  Major  general  Wil¬ 
liam  Roy,  who,  during  the  laft  war 
in  Germany,  was  in  the  depart¬ 
ments  both  of  the  quarter  mafter 
genera]  and  chief  engineer,  in¬ 
formed  us,  that  no  public  money 
was  iftued  to  him  in  either  of  thefe 
capacities:  he  was  no  accountant; 
but  all  the  expences  incurred  in 
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tfoefe  departments  were  defrayed  by 
the  deputy  paymader  general  of  the 
forces,  purfuant  to  the  warrants  of 
the  commander  in  chief  ifiiied  for 
thatpurpofe.  The  quarter  mailer 
general  and  chief  engineer  were 
:onfidered  in  that  army  as  checks 
upon  the  expenditure  on  behalf  of 
:he  public;  they  were  to  fee  that 
:he  articles  fupplied  were  good  of 
:he  kind,  adequate  to  the  fervices 
:hey  were  intended  for,  and  that 
mere  was  no  wade. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
he  orders  of  23d  December  1780 
hould  be  put  in  force  forth- 
vith  throughout  the  whole  army; 
hat  no  officer  ihould  be  permitted 
0  have  a  property  or  intereft  in  any 
irticle  whatever,  which  the  duty  of 
lis  office  obliges  him  to  provide  for 
he  fervice  of  the  army  :  if  pur- 
ffiafed,  it  ihould  be  purchafed  by 
md  for  the  ufe  of  government;  if 
tired,  it  ihould  be  hired  of  perforis 
mconnedted  with  military  fervice. 
No,  are  likewife  of  opinion,  that 
he  payments  ihould  be  taken  from 
he  military  officer,  and  thrown 
:pon  the  deputy  paymader  general 
f  the  forces,  who  is  the  proper 
adder  of  the  army,  to  be  carried 
m  by  him,  in  purfuance  of  the 
warrants  of  the  commander  in 
hief. 

The  other  point,  in  which  we 
hink  the  public  have  not  been  iuf- 
ciently  guarded,  is  the  allowance 
f  the  vouchers  without  fufficient 
lamination:  this  defe£l  pervades 
very  branch  of  the  expenditure 
nder  our  conlideration.  The  prin- 
ipal  officers  in  thefe  departments 
’Q  the  perfons  accountable;  they 
lake  up,  pafs,  and  fvvear  to  the  ac- 
mmts ;  but,  having  a  variety  of 
ther  material  bufmefs  to  tranfadl  in 
isir  feyeral  ilations,  they  have  no 
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Jeifure  to  attend  to  the  aflual  pay¬ 
ments  :  a  quarter  mailer  general, 
whofe  account  amounted  to  above 
600,000  /.  was  for  five  months  to¬ 
gether  upon  duty  in  the  field,  with¬ 
out  having  been  able  once  to  attend 
his  office.  He  is  likewife  obliged 
to  pafs  the  account  of  a  fum  never 
received  by  him,  but  iiTued  to  and 
expended  by  an  affiilant  deputy 
quarter  mailer  general,  whom  he 
neither  appointed  nor  knew ;  and 
the  warrant  iiTued  to  this  affiilant 
ilates,  that  the  fum  therein  diredled 
is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  quarter 
mailer  general.  The  chief  engineer 
confiders  himfelf  as  liable  to  ac¬ 
count  for  Turns,  no  part  of  which 
he  either  receives  or  pays,  nor  are 
the  payments  made  in  his  name  ;  for, 
though  the  fum  is  made  payable  to 
him  by  the  warrant,  yet  he  never 
adlually  receives  it ;  but  he  indorfes 
the  warrant  to  the  paymailer  of  the 
works,  who  receives  the  whole,  and 
with  it  difeharges  bills,  either  di¬ 
rected  to  him  for  payment  by  the 
chief  engineer  or  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  at  his  own  diferetion 
without  the  intervention  of  either, 
and  takes  the  receipts  in  his  own 
name. 

This  important  bufinefs  of  ex¬ 
penditure,  that  requires  attention, 
circumfpeCtion,  accuracy,  and  fide¬ 
lity,  mud  be  entruded  to  inferior 
officers,  clerks,  and  even  to  dran- 
gers. 

The  making-up,  and  examination 
of  the  accounts  is  conducted  in  the 
following  manner -every  quarter 
the  accountant  collects  together 
from  his  deputies,  affidants,  and 
clerks,  all  the  vouchers  for  the  pay¬ 
ments  made  by  them  curing  that 
quarter :  they  are  abdraCted,  di- 
geded  under  heads,  and  bundled  up 
together.  T'he  abdradt  is  produced 
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to  the  commander  in  chief  for  his 
infpeftion  and  approbation,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  a  final  vvarraat  for 
the  amount  of  the  abftraft.  The 
vouchers  are  read)K  for  his  infpec- 
tion  if  he  requires  it.  This  is  the 
firft  check  to  which  the  account  is 
fubmitted.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined, 
that  the  many  important  objefts, 
that  muft  continually  engrofs  the 
attention  of  the  general  of  an  army, 
will  afford  him  either  leifure  or  pa¬ 
tience  to  examine  voluminous  bun¬ 
dles  of  vouchers :  he  may  fometimes, 
upon  a  tranfient  view  of  the  abftraft, 
find  fome  article  that  excites  his 
curiofity  to  call  for  an  explanation; 
but  he  cannot  poifibly  enter  into  the 
detail,  or  minutely  examine  into  the 
circumftances  of  a  complicated  re¬ 
ceipt  ;  and  therefore,  unlefs  fuch  an 
infiance  occurs  for  infpeftion,  the. 
vouchers  are  left  unexamined  in  the 
hands  of  the  accountant,  and  the 
commander  in  chief  depends  upon 
his  honour  that  he  has  them  in  his 
poffeffion. 

After  the  final  warrant  .  is  ob¬ 
tained,  this  abftraft  and  the  vouch¬ 
ers  are  fent  home  to  be  examined, 
that  /the  account  may  be  palled  in 
the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
preft.  It  is  utterly  impofiible  the 
vouchers  can  be  furficiently  femi¬ 
nized  in  this  office,  for  want  of 
evidence  :  the  accountant  is  the 
proper  perfon  to  give  them  inform¬ 
ation  ;  and  he,  very  pofiibiy,  is  not 
privy  to  the  payment,  or  to  any  one 
circumftance  flated  in  the  voucher. 

Charles  Harris,  efq.  one  of  the 
deputy  auditors  of  the  imprefl,  tells 
us  the  grounds  upon  which  a  vouch¬ 
er,  for  a  payment  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fervice  abroad,  is,  and  of 
necefiity  muft  be,  allowed  in  that 
office:  if  it  contains  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  received,  the  fignature  of  a  per- 
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fon  receiving,  and  a  juft  compufca| 
tion,  and  agrees  with  the  abftra&J 
it  is  deemed  and  admitted  as  a  fair 
voncher :  for  the  truth  of  it,  they, 
rely  upon  the  oath  taken  by  the  ac¬ 
countant  before  the  barons  of  thel 
exchequer,  when  he  paffes  his  ac¬ 
count.  In  faft,  in  thofe  accounts 
which  have  been  already  paffed  in 
this  office,  no  inquiry  feems  to  have, 
been  made  into  the  truth  of  the 
vouchers,  whatever  queftions  might- 
arife  upon  the  face  of  them.  By  the 
form  of  this  oath,  which  we  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  office  of  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  impreft,  the  accountant 
fwears  that  the  account  is  juft  and' 
true,  according  to  the  beft  of  his; 
knowledge  and  belief :  thefe  latter 
words  muft,  as  we  conceive,  be  in-, 
terpreted  by  him  fo  to  qualify  the 
oath,  as  to  enable  him  to  fweati; 
with  fafety  to  thofe  items  of  his  ac¬ 
count,  of  the  tranfafting  of  which 
he  has  no  other  knowledge  than, 
what  the  vouchers  themfelves  give 
him,  and  where  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  perfons  who  tranfaft  them3> 
except  probably  their  general  cha-j 
rafters  :  no  great  reliance,  then,  can 
be  had,  for  the  truth  of  the  voucher, 
upon  the  oath  of  the  accountant; 
becaufe  that  oath,  fo  worded,  is  no, 
additional  evidence  of  its  truth. 

From  thus  tracing  the  voucher] 
from  the  pay  office  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  in  North  America  to  the  of¬ 
fice  Gf  its  final  examination  in  Eng¬ 
land,  it  appears  that  the  public  may 
be  defrauded  in  a  tranfaftion,  and 
yet  the  voucher  of  that  tranfaftion 
may  pals  through  all  its  ftages  of 
examination  unfufpefted  and  unim¬ 


peached,  and  be  fworn  to  by  the  ac¬ 
countant  without  the  violation  of 


his  oath.  Various  are  the  ways  and 
means  by  ,  which  the  fraud  may  be 
committed :  the  agreement  or  pur- 

chafe 
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chafe  may  be  made  by  collufion  :  the 
fubjeift  matter  of  the  receipt  may  be 
falfe  in  quantity  or  quality  :  the  fer- 
vice,  over- rated,  or  not  performed  : 
the  fum  inferted  may  be  more  than 
the  fum  bona  fide  paid:  the  receipt 
may  be  obtained  by  compulfion,  or 
collufion,  upon  falfe  or  forged  certi¬ 
ficates  :  it  may  have  been  figned  in 
blank,  and  filled  up  afterwards  with 
falfe  fums,  or  figned  with  a  feigned 
name ;  and  yet  the  voucher  may  be 
fair  upon  the  face  of  it ;  and  thefe 
grofs  frauds  will  efcape  detedfcjon. 

Thefe  fuggeftions  are  not  teere 
furmifes;  they  reft  not  on  bare  pof- 
fibility  or  imagination :  they  are 
warranted  by  what  we  have  obferv- 
edin  the  accounts  of  the  quarter  mat¬ 
ters  genera]  which  have  been  paffed 
in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
imprefh  Certain  vouchers  have  been 
there  admitted  as  evidence  of  pay¬ 
ments,  to  perfons  who  never  did  in 
-fad  receive,  nor  could  be  fuppofed 
likely  to  be  entrufted  with  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  fums  inferted  in  thefe 
vouchers :  the  receipts  for  the  hire 
of,  the  drivers,  waggons,  and  horfes 
(no  inconfiderable  fum)  are  not  in 
truth  what  they  purport  to  be  upon 
the  face  of  them ;  they  carry  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of,  and  are  produced  as  the 
receipt  of,  a  certain  fum  by  the  per¬ 
son  whofe  name  or  fignature  is  fet 
oppofite  to  that  fum;  the  fum  is 
compounded  of  the  hire  of  the  driver, 
waggon,  and  horfes,  for  a  certain 
time ;  but  the  man  receiving,  or 
figning,  or  fetting  his  mark  to  the 
receipt,  is  ufually  the-  driver  only, 
frequently  a  negro,  or  fome  perfon 
m  the  lowed  capacity,  to  whom  no¬ 
thing  would  be  entrufled :  he  is  the 
oftenfible  receiver  of  the  whole, 
whereas  he  in  truth  receives  a  very 
trifling  part  of  it,  his  own  wages  On¬ 
ly  ;  tke  remainder,,  being  the  hire  of 


the  waggon  and  horfes,  is  paid  or 
accounted  for  to  the  officer  to  whom 
they  belong,  but  whofe  receipt  does 
not  appear  as  a  voucher  for  the  ac¬ 
countant.  The  artificers  a#id  la¬ 
bourers  are  paid  by  lifts,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  with  the  drivers ;  not  individu¬ 
ally  in  the  office  of  the  department, 
but  by  the  overfeers,  who  receive 
the  grofs  amount  of  the  lift,  and,  af¬ 
ter  having  paid  it,  bring  it  back  to 
the  office,  with  the  names  of  the  per¬ 
fons  receiving  fet  oppofite  to  the 
fums  they  were  to  receive. 

Since  the  drivers  (and  very  nume¬ 
rous  they  are)  are  prevailed  upon  or 
induced  by  cuftom  to  fign  receipts 
for  fums  they  never  receive,  there 
may  be  reafons  or  inducements  for 
the  like  practice  in  various  other 
branches  of  the  expenditure  ;  and  in 
every  inftance  of  this  kind  the 
voucher  is  not  true. 

Having  been  informed  that  fome 
meafures  had  been  taken  by  the 
lords  commiflioners  of  the  treafury 
for  the  purpole  of  controlling  the 
expenditure  of  this  money  in 
North  America,  we  limed  to  them 
our  precept  for  copies  of  the  com- 
miflions  and  inftrudtions  given  to  the 
commiflaries  of  accounts  in  North. 
America,  and  extracts  of  their  cor- 
refpondence  relative  thereto :  In 
eonfequence  of  this  requisition,  we 
received  the  copy  of  a  commiffion, 
dated  15  th  of  February  1779,  ap¬ 
pointing  nrfajor  Duncan  Drummond 
commiflary  of  accounts,  to  examine, 
audit,  and  certify  all  accounts  what- 
foever  of  money  due  for  forage, 
bread  and  provifions,  furnifhed  by 
contract  or  otherwife,  and  delivered 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  and  hcfpitals, 
and  for  all  other  extraordinary  fer- 
vices.  The  fame  power  had  been 
before  delegated  to  Daniel  Chamier, 
efq;  by  commiffion  dated  ill  of  Fe- 
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bruary  1777,  but  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  ever  executed.  We  find, 
by  papers  tranfmitted  to  us  with  this 
commifiion  (fome  of  which  we  have 
inferted  in  the  appendix)  that  in 
purfuance  of  that  commifiion,  and 
of  directions  and  inftrudions  relative 
thereto,  tranfmitred  from  time  to 
time  f.om  the  lords  commifiioners  of 
the  treafnry  to  the  commanders  in 
chief  and  thecommifiaryof  accounts, 
fome  progrefs  has  been  made  in  car¬ 
rying  the  powers  of  that  commifiion 
into  execution ;  but  how  far  it  has 
been  effectual  to  the  prevention  or 
diminution  of  the  evil,  it  has  not 
been  in  our  power  to  difcover. 

Of  the  ten  millions  and  upwards 
that  have  been  ifiued  for  thefe  fcr- 
vices  to  North  America  within  the 
lad  fix  years,  accounts  of  a  few 
officers  only,  amounting  to  about 
1, 100,000/.,  have  been  as  yet  ren¬ 
dered  in  the  proper  office.  The  ac¬ 
counts  of  about  140,000/.  more  are 
ready  :  fo  that  the  expenditure  of 
8,760,000  /.  dill  remain  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for. 

By  an  account  of  the  yearly  ave¬ 
rage  number  of  his  majefiy’s  forces 
ferving  at  New  York  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies,  from  the  id  of  January 
1776  to  the  3  id  of  December  1780, 
extruded  from  returns  of  thofe  forees 
made  to  us  from  the  war  office,  pur- 
fuant  to  our  requilkion,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  the  forces  de¬ 
creas'd  every  year  from  1 77S ;  but, 
from  the  account  of  the  contradors 
for  remitting,  die  ifi'ue  for  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fervices  of  that  army 
greatly  increafed  during  the  fame 
period. 

fn  the  account  of  the  ifiues  to  the 
officers  in  the  four  departments,  we 
find  that  the  warrants  ifiued  to  the 
quarter  maders  general  fmee  the 
I  6th  of  July,  1780,  ami  to  the  bar¬ 


rack  maders  general  fince  the  2yt\ 
of  June,  1780,  and  to  the  commifi 
faries  general  fince  the  25  th  of  May 
1778,  have  been  all  temporary,  fo 
films  on  account ;  that  no  fina 
warrant  has  been  granted  fince  thofi 
feveral  periods :  fo  that  thefe  fumi 
have  been  ifiued,  without  even  th< 
ceremony  of  a  quarterly  abdrad 
and  the  confidential  reliance  on  the 
officer  that  his  vouchers  are  forth- 
comingi 

Of  diefe  ten  millions,  there  hav< 
been  ifiued  to  Canada,  between  the 
id  of  June,  1 776,  and  the  23d  0 
Odober  lad,  2,236,029/.  1 1  s.  yd. 
a  province,  whofe  military  opera¬ 
tions,  fince  the  year  1777,  the  public 
are  not  made  acquainted  with.  This 
ifiue  has  been  increafing  every  year, 
and  no  apparent  reafon  for  it ;  and 
upon  the  expenditure  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  there  exids  no  check  or  con¬ 
trol,  that  we  know  of,  whatever. 

'Thefe  are  circumdances  of  fuf- 
picion  and  alarm.  The  ordinary 
forms  of  examination  and  account¬ 
ing  are  neither  comprehenfive  noi 
drong  enough  to  embrace  the  va¬ 
rious  circumdances  of  this  expen¬ 
diture  :  they  call  for  a  minute,  ac¬ 
curate,  and  rigid  invedigation  ;  but 
none  fuch  can,  as  we  apprehend,  be 
obtained  in  this  kingdom ;  the  evi¬ 
dence  efientially  neceflary  for  that 
purpofe  cannot  be  procured  here. 
Should  it  be  thought  proper  to  fub- 
jed  thefe  accounts  to  fuch  a  feru- 
tiny,  we  can  devife  or  fugged  no 
method  of  obtaining  this  end,  un- 
le(s  the  legiflature  fhould  think  pro¬ 
per  to  refer  all  of  them  to  an  exa¬ 
mination  in  North  America,  by 
perfons  intelligent  in  the  fubjed 
matter,  and  unconneded  with  the 
expenditure ;  who  may  inquire  into 
every  circumdance  of  the  tranfac-. 
tion,  and  have  recourfe  to  every 
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perfon  concerned  in  it;  and  who 
may  be  authorized  and  diredted  to 
examine  into  the  whole  expendi¬ 
ture,  as  well  of  the  antecedent  as 
fubfequent  ifiues.  The  commanders 
in  chief  may  be  enjoined  to  give 
them  their  countenance,  protection, 
and  fupport,  and  not  to  grant  war¬ 
rants  for  the  payment  of  any  ar¬ 
ticle  of  thefe  expences  without  the 
teftimony  of  their  allowance.  The 
difallowance  of  the  voucher  comes 
too  late,  after  payment.  By  a  check 
and  control  thus  eltablifhed  upon 
the  fpot,  and  by  an  able  and  con- 
feientious  execution  of  fuch  a  trull, 
the  public  might  be  enabled  to  ob¬ 
tain  reilitution  where  they  have 
been  defrauded,  and  fecurity  againft 
impofition  and  peculation  for  the 
future. 

Office  of  Accounts, 

Surrey -Street, 

J 8th  June,  1782. 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  Pi ggott,  (L.  S.) 

Rich.  Neave,  (L.S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.S.) 

Geo.  Drum mon d.  (L.S.) 


The  Eighth  Report  of  the  Gom?nif- 
f oners  appointed  to  examine ,  take , 
and  fate ,  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom  :  Prefented  to  the  Jdoufe 
of  Commons  20th  December ,  1782. 

IN  all  the  adls  by  which  we  have 
been  conftituted,  one  of  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofes  of  our  appointment, 
and,  in  the  laft  adt,  the  only  one 
particularly  mentioned,  is  “  to  ex- 
amine,  and  date,  in  what  man- 
<«  ner,  and  at  what  times,  the  re- 
“  ceipts,  iffiues,  and  expenditures 
«  of  the  public  monies  are  now  ac- 
counted  for ;  and  to  confider  and 
report,  by  what  tneans  and  me- 
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“  thods  the  public  accounts  may  in 
“  future  be  palled,  and  the  account- 
“  ants  compelled  to  pay  the  ba- 
“  lances  due  from  them,  in  a  more 
“  expeditious,  more  effedlual,  and 
“  lefs  expenfive  manner.”  . 

In  our  examination  into  the  pay 
offices  of  the  navy  and  army,  we 
found  the  accounts  very  far  in  ar- 
rear ;  75  millions,  the  iffues  of  up¬ 
wards  of  24  years,  to  Odiober  1780, 
for  the  navy  fervices ;  47  millions, 
the  iffiues  of  fixteen  years,  to  the 
fame  period  (exclufive  of  the  un¬ 
fettled  account  of  Lord  Holland) 
for  the  army  fervices,  were  unac¬ 
counted  for.  So  linking  a  circum- 
llance  would  have  led  us,  of  courfe, 
to  that  office  where  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  kingdom  are  audited, 
that  we  might  endeavour  to  difico- 
ver  the  caufes  of  this  delay  ;  whe¬ 
ther  it  arifes  from  any  want  of  power 
to  compel  perfons  to  come  to  ac¬ 
count,  or  from  any  negledl  in  the 
exercife  of  that  power ;  whether 
from  any  defedt  in  the  conditution, 
or  in  the  execution  of  the  office 
that  audits  the  accounts ;  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  occafioned  by  any  ob- 
ftrudtions  thrown  in  the  way  by  the 
accountable  perfons  themfelves. 

We  inquired,  in  the  firft  place, 
whether  there  exilts  any  compuliive 
power  to  bring  in  public  account¬ 
ants,  and  what  heps  are  taken  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  accounting.  Upoa 
thefe  points,  Mr.  John  Hughfon, 
clerk  of  the  debentures,  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer; 
Adam  Martin,  efq.  firft  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  king’s  remembrancer 
in  the  exchequer;  and  Mr.  Alex-, 
ander  Bennet,  one  of  the  fvvorn 
clerks  in  the  fame  office,  gave  us 
the  following  information. 

The  power  of  compelling  public 
accountants  to  come  to  account,  is 
lodged  in  the  court  of  exchequer ; 

it 
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it  is  exercifed  by  either  an  ordinary 
or  an  extraordinary  procefs.  The 
ordinary  procefs,  is  a  writ  of  dif¬ 
ir  ingas  ad  compiitandum ,  ifiuea  by 
the  king’s  remembrancer  periodi¬ 
cally,  and  of  courfe,  after  every  if- 
fuable  term.  The  extraordinary 
procefs,  fs  a  writ  of  capias  ad  corn- 
put  andum,  which  i flues  by  fpe cial 
order  of  the  court  of  exchequer, 
where  the  fum  to  be  accounted  for 
is  in  danger,  and  upon  particular 
application  made  to  them  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  proceedings  upon  the  ordi¬ 
nary  procefs  are  in  the  following 
manner : 

All  money  iffued  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer  by  the  auditor  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt,  is  ilTued  either  upon  account, 
or  without  account :  it  does  not  de¬ 
pend'  upon  his  difcretion,  which  of 
thefe  forms  he  fha.ll  make  ufe  of ; 
he  is-  governed  by  the  authority 
that  directs  the  ifiue ;  that  is,  either 
hy  an  aft  of  parliament,  or  by  the 
king’s  warrant  under  the  great  or 
privy  leal ;  and  by  no  other  autho¬ 
rity  than  thefe  can  money  be  iffued 
out  of  the  exchequer. 

Twice  in  every  year,  after  each 
of  the  iiTuable  terms,  the  auditor  of 
the  receipt  makes  out  a  roll,  called 
the  general  impreft  roll,  which  con¬ 
tains  all  the  hums  ifiue d  from  the 
exchequer  upon  account,  during  the 
preceding  half  year,  with  the  names 
of  the  perfons  to  whom,  and  for 
what  fer vices,  iffued.  This  roll  is 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  pells, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
king’s  remembrancer ;  a  mode  of 
proceeding  directed  by  the  aft  for 
the  better  obfervation  of  the  courfe 
anciently  ufed  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer. 

About  th'e  fame  time  that  this 
impreft  »oll  comes  to  the  king's 


remembrancer,  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft  make  out  and  fend  to  him 
a  certificate  of  the  accounts  depend¬ 
ing  in  their  office  :  by  thefe  means 
the  king’s  remembrancer  has  eveiy 
half  year  full  information  to  regu¬ 
late  his  proceedings ;  the  general 
impreft  roll  tells  him  what  perfons 
are  become  accountable,  and  for 
what  Turns  ;  and  the  impreft  certi¬ 
ficate  fhews  him  which  .of  thofe 
perfons  are  proceeding  to  pafs  their 
accounts,  and  how  far  any  of  them 
have  proceeded  in  palling  them. 
This  officer  exercifes  a  difereti- 
onary  power,  both  as  to  the  perfons 
apainft  whom,  and  the  time  when, 
he  lhall  iffue  the  dijlringas  :  he  pays 
little  attention  to  the  general  im¬ 
preft  roll,  for  two  reafons ;  firft,  be- 
caufe  many  of  the  fums  mentioned 
therein  to  have  been  iffued  on  ac¬ 
count,  are  neverthelefs  in  their  na¬ 
ture  not  fubjeft,  nor  intended  to  be 
accounted  for  ;  as  falaries,  and  pay¬ 
ments  for  fmall  Cervices  performed. 
And,  fecondly,  becaufe  thofe  fums 
which  are  intended  to  be  accounted 
for,  having  been  iffued  fo  recently 
as  within  the  laft  half  year  only, 
may  not  have  been  applied  to  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  in¬ 
tended,  or,  if  they  have,  the  ac¬ 
countants  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to 
be  ready  with,  and  to  have  prepared 
their  accounts  for  examination,  fo 
foon  after  the  application. 

The  impreft  certificate  is  the  in- 
ftrument  by  which  the  king’s  re¬ 
membrancer,  ■  in  confultation  with 
the  deputy  auditor  of  the  impreft, 
is  governed  as  to  the  perfons  againft 
whom  he  lhall  iftue  this  procefs. 
Where  the  accounts  therein  ftated 
appear  to  be  of  very  ancient  date, 
or  depending  and  in  a  train  of  pro- 
fee  ution,  fuch  accountants  are  not 
put  in  procefs ;  if  the  accounts  are 

of 
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pf  late  date,  and  the  accountants, 
having  had  a  reafonable  time  for 
preparation,  have  taken  no  fteps  for 
the  profecution,  againft  thefe  the 
dijlringas  iffues. 

All  accountants,  unlefs  the  place 
of  theit  abode  is  fpecified,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  re  fide,  and  molt  of  the 
great  accountants  do  in  fad;  re- 
fide,  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
iherifFs  of  London  and  Middle- 
fex :  to  them,  therefore,  the  dif- 
tringas  again!!:  thefe  accountants  if¬ 
fues.  We  required  from  the  king’s 
remembrancer  the  writ  of  dijlringas 
that  iiTued  to  thofe  fheriffs  after  the 
laft  Hilary  term,  with  the  return 
and  fchedules  annexed,  for  ot\r  in- 
fpe&ion  ;  a  copy  of  the  writ  and 
return  is  inferted  in  the  appendix. 

The  fchedules  annexed  to  this 
writ  are  very  numerous ;  many  of 
them  contain  large  fums.  They 
are  of  various  dates  ;  and  Lome  very 
ancient,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1698.  Each  contains  the  name  of 
the  accountant,  and,  frequently,  the 
fum  for  which  he  is  to  account,  and 
the  fervice  for  which  it  was  ifiued. 
The  return  of  the  fheriffs  to  the 
writ  before  us  is,  as  to  all  the  ac¬ 
countants  in  the  feveral  fchedules 
thereto  annexed,  indifcriminately, 
that  none  of  them  had  any  lands  or 
chattels  in  his  bailiwick  by  which 
he  could  diftrain  them;  nor  were 
they  found  in  the  fame ;  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  office,  a  nichil  re- 
turn,  or  nulla  bona  and  non  ejl  in- 
c- ventus . 

From  the  information  of  Mr. 
John  Benfon,  the  principal  clerk  in 
the  office  of  the  fiierirf  of  Middle- 
fex,  we  learn  the  practice  of  the 
office  relative  to  this  writ.  It  is 
ufual  not  to  execute  it ;  it  is  a  pro- 
cefs  of  courfe ;  and  the  return  in- 
dorfed  upon  the  writ  before  us,  is 
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the  conftant  regular  return  upon 
every  one  of  thefe  periodical  writs 
of  dijlringas  ad  computandum. 

The  king’s  remembrancer,  after 
it  is  returned  to  his  office,  takes  off 
from  the  bundle  of  fchedules  the 
returned  writ,  together  with  thofe 
fchedules  in  which  the  purpofe  of 
the  dijlringas  has  been  fatisfied,  and 
files  them  with  the  writ :  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  fchedules,  with  the 
addition  of  the  names  and  fchedules 
taken  from  the  lad  impreft:  certifi¬ 
cate,  are  annexed  to  the  renewed 
writ,  and  are  ifiued  again  to  the 
fheriff.  Upon  his  appofal  in  the 
court  of  exchequer,  the  new  fche¬ 
dules  are  read  to  him,  and  he  is 
queftioned  upon  his  oath  relative  to 
the  execution  of  this  writ :  his  an- 
fwer  is  ufually  agreeable  to  his  re¬ 
turn.  Sometimes  the  baron  of  the 
exchequer  before  whom  he  is  ap- 
poled,  where  the  particular  cafe 
firikes  him,  direds  the  file  riff  to 
return  iliues  to  a  certain  amount : 
in  that  cafe,  the  fheriff  alters  his 
return,  and  indorfes  upon  the  writ 
the  iffues  dire&ed,  which  are  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  pipe  office,  to  be  le¬ 
vied  by  procels  from  thence ;  but 
of  this  proceeding  the  inftances  are 
rare,  and  the  officer  of  the  fheriff  of 
Middlefex  recollects  but  one  in- 
ftance  in  thirty-three  years,  where 
iffues  are  drawn  down  to  the  pipe, 
aftd  levied. 

Having  thus  examined  into  the 
means  of  compelling  public  ac¬ 
countants  to  come  to  an  account, 
we  proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to 
the  office  where  thefe  accounts  are 
audited  ;  that  is,  to  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft.  Of  the 
conftitution,  authority,  and  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  office,  we  received  in¬ 
formation  from  John  Bray,  efq.  late 
deputy  auditor,  and  from  Charles 

Harris, 
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Harris,  efq.  one  of  the  prefent  de¬ 
puty  auditors  in  the  office  of  lord 
JVIountftuart. 

This  office  is  inftkuted  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  auditing  and  exa¬ 
mining  the  public  accounts  :  it  is 
executed  by  two  auditors,  inde¬ 
pendant  of  each  other  ;  each  hav¬ 
ing  a  feparate  and  diilinCt  office,  his 
own  deputies,  offices,  and  clerks. 
He  is  appointed  by  letters  patent. 
Upon  infpe&ion  of  thofe  by  which 
lord  Sondes  and  lord  Mountftuart 
now  enjoy  this  offic:’,  it  appears  that 
he  is  appointed  auditor  of  the  prell 
ar  imprefl,  and  foreign  accounts,  to 
execute  the  office  by  himfelf,  or  his 
deputy  or  deputies,  during  his  good 
behaviour.  The  power  therein  de¬ 
legated  to  him  is,  to  audit  and  de¬ 
termine,  with  the  advice,  authority, 
and  ceinfent  of  the  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  the  accounts  and  views 
cf  accounts  of  feveral  officers  and 
duties  therein  particularly  fpecified, 
and,  in  general,  of  all  perfons  being 
accountable  for  any  fums  of  money 
received  by  the  name  of  impreft 
from  the  king,  or  any  other  perfon 
in  his  name, and  to  be  applied  about 
the  affairs  of  the  king  :  it  is  con¬ 
fined  to  the  examination  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  ;  he  has  no  power  to  bring 
the  accountants  before  him  ;  if  not 
compelled  by  the  exchequer  pro- 
cefs,  they  come  at  their  own  plea- 
fare  only.  By  the  general  impreft 
roll  from  the  exchequer  every  half 
year,  he  learns  who  are  become  ac¬ 
countable,  and  for  what  fums  hiked 
from  thence.  The  yearly  accounts 
of  home,  and  the  final  accounts  of 
other  of  the  great  accountants,  in¬ 
form  him  of  the  infupers  or  fab-ac¬ 
countants  ;  but  in  the  impreft  cer¬ 
tificate,  which  he  tranfmits  every 
feaft  year  to  the  king’s  remem- 
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brancer,  he  inferts  thofe  account¬ 
ants  only  whole  accounts  are  then 
depending  ;  and,  when  once  infert- 
ed,  he  has  no  authority  to  leave 
them  out ;  their  names  mull  remain 
upon  all  fubfequent  certificates,  un¬ 
til  their  accounts  are  palled ;  and 
from  thence  it  arifes  that  accounts 
of  a  very  ancient  date,  debts  ob- 
folete  and  defperate,  conftantly  ap¬ 
pear  upon  thefe  certificates. 

1'he  accounts  audited  in  this  of¬ 
fice  are  of  two  kinds ;  ordinary,  and 
extraordinary.  The  ordinary  ac¬ 
counts  are  prepared,  made  up,  and. 
prefented  to  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
lury  for  declaration,  by  virtue  of 
the  authority  veiled  in  the  auditor 
by  the  letters  patent.  The  extra¬ 
ordinary  accounts  are  prepared, 
made  up,  and  prefented  for  decla¬ 
ration,  in  purfuance  of  a  fpecial 
warrant  obtained  for  that  purpofe, 
either  from  the  king  or  from  the 
treafury previous  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  for  this  warrant,  the  auditor 
examines  the  account  and  vouchers, 
makes  up  a  ftate  of  it,  and  pre- 
fents  it  to  the  treafury  for  their 
approbation  and  allowance.  In 
confequence  of  fuch  allowance,  a 
warrant  is  procured  ;  which  dire&s 
the  auditor  to  prepare,  make  up, 
and  prefent  for  declaration,  the  ac¬ 
count,  conformably  to  the  ftate  of 
it  fo  approved  of  and  allowed. 
Which  of  thefe  extraordinary  ac¬ 
counts  require  the  king’s,  and 
which  a  treafury  warrant,  does  not 
feem  to  be  alcertaincd  by  any 
known  diftin&ion ;  the  auditor  is 
taught  by  the  ulage  of  office  only, 
which  he  is  to  apply  for.  The  ac¬ 
counts  of  governors  and  quarter 
mailers  general  are  palled  by  the 
king’s  warrant ;  the  accounts  of 
contractors  by  a  treafury  warrant. 

Some  of  the  accounts  are  annual, 

*  and 
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and  have  a  continuance;  as  thofe- 
cf  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
paymafler  general  of  the  forces ; 
fiich  accounts  are  ufually  palled,  a 
year’s  account  alternately  in  each 
office  ;  other  accounts  are  carried, 
at  the  option  of  the  accountant,  to 
which  of  the  two  offices  he  chufes.; 
but  if  is  in  the  power  of  the  lords 
of  the  treafury  to  direCl  an  account 
to  be  audited  in  either  office ;  and 
there  are  fome  accounts,  fuch  as 
thofe.  of  the  bank  and  South  Sea 
company,  which  are  audited  by 
both  officers  jointly. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  mode  of  tranfaCl- 
ing  the  bufmefs  of  this  office,  we 
proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  thefe  general  rules  to 
the  auditing  and  palling  the  parti¬ 
cular  accounts. 

"We  began  this  inquiry  in  the 
fame  order  in 'which  we  had  ex¬ 
amined  into  the  offices  themfelves ; 
that  is,  firlt  with  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  We  required 
from  the  auditors  of  the  impreH 
the  lafb  declared  account  of  a  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy,  with  the  ledgers, 
charge,  difeharge,  and  other  mate¬ 
rials  from  which  that  account  was 
made  out.  The  account  tranfmit- 
ted  to  us  purfuant  to  this  requili- 
tion,  was  that  of  the  late  George 
Grenville,  for  one  year,  ending  the 
31ft  of  December  1759,  with  three 
folio  ledgers,  and  other  detached 
papers ;  comprehending  the  total 
charge  upon  him  for  that  year,  his 
>total  difeharge,  and  two  abllra&s. 

The  chaTge  con  fills  of  two  parts ; 
the  imprell  roll,  and  the  voluntary 
charge.  ThedfripreH  roll  contains 
all  the  fums  impreiled  to  him  from 
the  exchequer  during  the  period  of 
his  account ;  and  is  produced  bv  the 
treafurer  to  the  auditor  as  his  proof 


for  that  charge.  The  voluntary 
charge  contains  all  the  Turns  received, 
by  him  during  the  fame  time  upon 
other  accounts*,  and  deductions 
made  by  him- in  his  payments  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  imprells  cf  former  trea- 
furers  cleared  by  him,  money  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  fale  of  old  navy  and 
victualling  llores  and  decayed  pro- 
vifions,  abatements  from  bills,  and 
from  Ihip,  yard,  and  lick  and  hurt 
books,  from  half-pay  Jills,  and  Chat-* 
ham  chelt. 

The  difeharge  confiks  of  entries 
of  the  following  articles ;  all  the 
bills  paid  by  him  in  the  year  1759, 
for  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
navy  fervices,  for  the  fick  and  hurt, 
and  for  the  victualling  fervice :  they 
are  numbered,  and  entered  as  paid, 
either  on  the  14th  or  on  the  kit 
day  of  every  month,  thefe  two  be¬ 
ing  the  periods  on  which  the  trea¬ 
furer  certifies  his  receipts  and  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  navy  and^  victualling 
boards.  The  number  of  the  navy 
bills  in  this  year’s  account,  is  5,052; 
of  the  victualling,  3,348 ;  and  of 
the  lick  and  hurt,  1,040;  together, 
9,440  bills  ^—entries  of  the  extra 
payments,  with  the  receipts  for 
them  annexed,  being  12  in  num¬ 
ber; —  entries  of  the  payment  of 
244  Ihips  books  made  up  as  paid  in 
that  year;  each  entry  is  the  fum 
total  of  the  wages  of  the  mailer, 
officers,  and  mariners,  during  their 
fervice  on  board  that  Ihip,  for  a 
certain  Hated  period,  referring  to 
that  lhip’s  book  remaining  in  the 
navy  office ; — entries  of  the  total 
fums  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  cheque, 
officers,  and  men,  employed  in  each 
yard,  for  their  wages  during  a  cer¬ 
tain  Hated  period ;  and  of  the  total 
fums  paid  to  the  hofpital  Ihips, 
and  for  lick  quarters,  referring  to 
bosks ;  and  for  the  half-pay,  refer¬ 
ring 
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ring  to  lifts ;  all  remaining  in  the 
liavy  office. 

The  two  abft rafts  are,  the  navy, 
and  the  viftualling.  The  navy  ab- 
ftraft  is  an  index,  in  which  all  the 
bills  are  entered  under  general 
heads,  ranged  alphabetically,  ex- 
preffing,  for  the  moft  part,  either 
the  fervices,  or  the  fpecies  of  ftores 
or  materials,  which  is  the  fubjeft 
matter  of  the,  payment.  Epch  en¬ 
try  contains  the  lum,  and  the  per- 
fon  to  whom  paid ;  and  the  pay¬ 
ments  under  each  head  are  call:  up 
to  a  total.  It  contains  alfo'  the 
fums  paid  for.  the  lick  and  hurt, 
extra  payments,  and  on  the  (hip, 
yard,  hofpital,  and  fick  quarters 
books,  and  on  the  half-pay  lift. 
To  this  Is  prefixed  an  alphabetical 
i'dex  of  all  the  heads,  with  their 
feveral  totals,  caft  up  into  one 
fum ;  this  is  called  the  abftraft  ab- 
ft  rafted. 

The  other  abftraft  contains  the 
viftualling  payments,  digefted  and 
ranged  in  a  method  fimilar  to  that 
of  tlie  navy  abftraft.  Thefe  ma¬ 
terials,  collefted  together,  form  a 
complete  ledger  of  a  year’s  account 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy :  Tom 
them  is  compofed  the  formal  ac¬ 
count,  which  paftes  through  various 
offices,  and  to  a  ftate  of  which  the 
treafurer  fwedrs. 

Sections  of  the  ledgers,  and  the 
other  papers,  are  lent,  from  time 
to  time,  from  the  pay  office  6f  the 
navy  to  the  office  of  the  auditor  of 
the  impreft  ;  but  none  of  the  vouch¬ 
ers  for  the  entries  are  lent  with 
them  (except  the  receipts  for  the 
extra  payments,  which  are  very 
few)  ;  nor  does  the  auditor  infpeft 
any  of  thefe  vouchers  ;  he  allows 
the  payments  upon  a  different 
ground.  The  1  aft  page  of  the  vo¬ 
luntary  charge,  and  every  page  of 


the  ledgers,  which  contain  the  en¬ 
tries  of  the  navy,  viftualling,  and 
lick  and  hurt  bills,  or  the  laft  page; 
where  the  entry  of  a  bill  takes  up 
more  pages  than  one ;  every  page 
containing  the  payments  on  the 
fhip,  yard,  hofpital,  and  lick  quar¬ 
ters  books,  and  on  the  half-pay 
lift,  is  figned  at  the  bottom  by  three 
commiffioners  of  the  navy.’  Upon 
the  authority  of  thefe  Signatures; 
the  auditor  allows  the  voluntary 
charge,  and  all  the  payments,  with¬ 
out  the  production  of  any  of  the 
vouchers  :  he  does  this  in  purfuance 
of  a  writ  of  privy  feal,  which  every 
treafurer  of  the  navy  procures  foon 
after  his  appointment,  and  which 
direfts  the  commiffioners  of  the 
navy,  in  the  firft  place,  to  examine! 
the  ledger  books  of  accounts  of 
the  treafurer,  and  three  of  them  to 
fign  every  page,  and  orders  that 
thefe  books,  fo  fubfcribed,  .fnall  be 
taken  and  allowed  a  fufficient  war¬ 
rant  and  voucher  to  the  auditors; 
and  all  other  officers  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  to  give  full  allowance  of 
the  payments  therein  mentioned  to 
be  made.  Hence  the  ledger  alone; 
thus  fubfcribed,  becomes  the  foie 
voucher  for  every  payment  therein 
contained ;  and  the  only,  or  at  leaft 
the  principal;  bulinefs  of  the  audi¬ 
tor,  is  to  prepare  and  reduce  the 
account  into  the  official  form ;  which 
he  does  in  the  following  manner: . 

The  feftions  and  abftrafts  are 
generally  proceeded  upon  as  foon 
as  they  are  received  in  the  office. 
The  auditor  compares  the  entry  of 
each  article  in  the  feftion  with  the 
entry  in  the  abftraft ;  and  where 
the  bill  involves  a  calculation,  or 
Con  lifts  of  many  articles,  he  ex¬ 
amines  the  computation,  and  calls 
up  the  articles.  Where  the  fame 
perfon  has  received  fums  at  differ-' 

ent 
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times,  for  the  fame  fervice, 
;hefe  hums  are  entered  in  the  ledger 
it  the  times  they  Were  feve rally 
3aid ;  but  the  auditor  alters  the 
iifpofition  of  them  ;  he  collects 
hem  all  together,  and  is  thereby 
enabled  to  check  the  ledger  en- 
:ries,  and  to  detect  over-payments  : 
aeing  poffeffed  of  the  warrants  and 
receipts  for  the  extra  payments,  he 
examines  thofe  entries  with  the 
vouchers  themfelves,  and  calls  up 
he  totals  under  each  head  in  the 
ibid  rafts.  • 

After  he  has  received  all  the 
naterials  from  the  pay  office, 
he  official  account  is  compiled, 
ind  reduced  to  the  following 
forflt: ■—‘the  firft  divifion  is  the 
:harge  ;  which  comprehends  the  ar¬ 
rears  due  from  the  treafurer  on  the 
hot  of  his  laft  account,  the  money 
.mp  re  lied  to  him  from  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  his  voluntary  charge. 
Ihe  imprell  part  is  an  Englifh 
:ranflation  of  the  imprell  roll  (which 
s  in  Latin)  but  retaining  the  Latin 
names  of  the  terms  in  which  the 
hms  were  iffued.  The  firft  part  of 
he  voluntary  chargd  confifts  of  im- 
prells  in  former  treafureidhips,  clear¬ 
ed  in  the  time  of  this  account.  The 
auditor  ranges  the  articles  under 
this  head  in  the  account  in  a  man¬ 
ner  different  from:  that  in  the  ledger. 
In  the  latter,  they  are  entered  in 
the  order  of  time  in  which  the  im- 
relis  are  brought  to  the  office  to 
e  cleared ;  but  the  auditor  tranf- 
pofes  them  into  the  order  of  time 
in  which  the  original  bills  iffued* 
By  this  arrangement  he  can  refcy: 
more  eafily  to  the  infuper  lift  in  the 
final  account  of  that  treafurer  who 
iffued  them,  in  order  to  mark  them 
©ff  as  cleared.  The  other  parts  of 
the  voluntary  charge  are  copied 
from  the  abftra<&,  and.  oonfift  of  the 
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total  fums  Only,  paid  under  the 
feveral  heads.  This  comprehends 
the  whole  charge,  unlefs  errors  in 
the  account  afford  matter  of  fur- 
charge. 

The  other  divifion  of '  the  ac¬ 
count  is  the  difcharge.  Of  this 
the  greateft  part  is  taken  from  the 
abftraft  abllrafled.  The  heads  are 
copied  into  the  account,  with  the 
total  fum  paid  for  each  head,  not  the 
particular  articles  compoling  that  to¬ 
tal,  except  in  the  following  infiances. 
In  the  navy  difcharge— bounties,  d  if- 
burfements,  extra  payments,  pen- 
fions,  falaries,  fick  and  hurt  pay¬ 
ments,  fhips  books,  rent,  and  rewards* 
,  In  the  victualling  difcharge — extra 
payments,  falaries,  rent,  and  work- 
manlhip.  Of  thefe  heads  it  has 
been  the  ufage  of  office  to  enter 
upon  the  account  each  particular 
article  ;  and  for  this  reafon  ;  it  ena¬ 
bles  the  auditor  to  refer  with  great¬ 
er  facility  to  former  accounts,  and 
guard  againfl  a  fecond  credit  of  the 
fame  payment.  He  does  not  range  the 
articles  under  each  head  exactly  in 
the  order  they  hand  in  the  abftraft % 
he  difpofes  them  as  bell  fuits  his 
own  ideas  and  convenience.  The 
fees  for  paffihg  the  account,  and  the 
balance  due  from  the  treafurer, 
conclude  the  account  of  the  year? 
unlefs  it  be  his  final  account,  and 
then  the  voluntary  charge  contains 
feveral  other  articles  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  copied  into  the  account  in 
like  manner  with  the  reft ;  and 
there  is  alfo  added  at  the  end  a 
lift  of  the  infupers,  that  is,  of  thofe 
perfons  to  whom  fums  have  been 
iffued  upon  account,  but  which  have 
not  been  cleared  during  the  time 
of  the  treafurerfhip,  with  the  fums 
and  dates  of  the  impreft  bills.  The 
treafurer  has  no  credit  in  his  an¬ 
nual  account  for  the  fums  imprefled 

and 
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and  not  cleared  by  him  in  each 
year;  they  are  referved  for,  and 
entered  in,  his  final  account,  where 
he  has  credit  for  them  all,Nand  the 
refponfibility  is  transferred  to  the 
perf'ons  themfelves  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  fums,  and  they  are  re¬ 
turned  accountable.  This  lift,  in  a 
long  treafurerfhip,  fvvells  to  a  great 
fize;  it  is  transmitted  from  the  pay 
office  of  the  navy,  figned  by  three 
commiffioners,  and  admitted  upon 
the  authority  of  that  fignature.  The 
names  on  the  tranfmitted  lift  are 
entered  in  the  order  of  time  in 
which  the  impreft  bills  were  paid  ; 
but  they  are  •  tranfpofed  upon  the 
account  into  an  alphabetical  order, 
for  two  reafons;  that  all  the  fums 
imprefted  to  the  fame  perfon  may 
be  brought  together ;  and,  that  each 
article  may  be  the  more  eafily  found 
hereafter,  to  be  marked  in  the  mar¬ 
gin,  when  it  is  cleared  in  a  Subse¬ 
quent  account :  but  in  the  final  ac¬ 
counts  that  are  now  making  up  in  the 
treafurer’s  office,  the  mode  of  rang¬ 
ing  the  names  of  the  infupers  alpha¬ 
betically  is  adopted.  The  laft  ftep 
is,  comparing  the  balance  ftated  by 
the  auditor  with  the  balance  of  the 
treafurer ;  and,  if  it  agrees,  the  ac¬ 
count  is  completed.  A  ftiort  ftate 
of  this  account  is  drawn  up  in  the 
auditors  office ;  this  ftate  the  ac¬ 
countant  fwears  to,  or,  if  a  peer, 
attefts,  before  the  barons  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  or  commiffioners  appoint¬ 
ed  by  them.  The  total  charge 
upon  Mr.  Grenville  in  this  account, 
for  the  year  1759,  6,674,226/. ; 

the  total  difcharge,  4,555,105/. 

Of  every  account  two  parts  are 
made  out  in  the  auditors  office  ;  the 
one  on  paper,  called  The  Declared 
Account,  or  Declaration  the  o- 
ther  on  parchment,  called  empha¬ 
tically  The  Account;  both  of  them 
are  Signed „  by  the  deputy  audi¬ 


tors,  prefented  to  the  lords  of  tlie- 
treafury  for  declaration,  figned  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by 
two  other  lords  of  the  treafury,  and 
by  the  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer, 
The  declaration  is  preferved  in  the 
auditors  office ;  and  the  account  is! 
carried  to  the  offices  of  the  king’s 
remembrancer  and  of  the  lord  trea¬ 
surer’s  remembrancer,  ahd*  then  to 
the  pipe ;  where  it  remains,  and  from: 
whence  the  treafurer  receives  his 
quietus. 

Such  is  the  progrefs  of  an  ac-j 
count  of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy 
through  the  office  of  the  auditors  oi 
the  impreft. 

As  none  of  the  vouchers,  except 
thofe  for  the  extra  payments,  are! 
produced  to  the  auditor,  but  he  re¬ 
lies  for  the  exiftence,  as  well  as  for 
the  truth  of  them,  upon  the  Sub¬ 
scription  of  the  three  commiffion¬ 
ers  of  the  navy,  we  thought  it  ne- 
ceftady  to  enquire  what  is  the  ex¬ 
amination  given  in  the  navy  office 
to  thefe  accounts,  that  Warrants  the 
commiffioners  in  ftamping  fo  great 
a  credit  upon  thefe  entries.  To 
this  purpofe  we  examined  the  offi¬ 
cers  who  are  employed  in  thofe 
branches  of  the  navy,  vidlualling, 
and  Sick  and  hurt  offices,  through 
which  thefe  accounts  pafs. 

In  the  navy  office,  we  examined 
Mr.  Ofborne  Standert,  chief  clerk 
to  the  controller  of  the  accounts  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy  in  the 
bill  office,  and  Mr.  William  Payn- 
ter,  his  chief,  clerk  in  the  ticket 
office;  Mr.  Benjamin  Hell,  chief 
clerk  to  the  controller  of  the  navy 
in  the  branch  for  the  payment  of 
Seamen’s  wages,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Davies,  his  chief  clerk  in  the  office 
for  bills  and  accounts;  Mr.  Robert 
G region,  chief  clerk  to  the  clerk  ,  of 
the  adds ;  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Poole, 
chief  clerk  to  the  conu  oiler  of  the 
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victualling  accounts.  In  the  vic¬ 
tualling  office,  we  examined  Mr. 
Denham  Briggs,  the  accountant  for 
caih;  Mr.  William  Sayer,  chief 
clerk  for  clearing  impreils  ;  and 
Mr.  John  Smith,  chief  clerk  for 
keeping  the  charge  on  the  treasurer 
of  the-  navy :  and  in  the  lick  and 
hurt  office,  Mr.  Nathan  Crow,  chief 
clerk  to  the  cOmmiffioners,  together 
with  Geo.  Svvaffield,  efquire,  cafhier 
of  the  victualling  in  the  office  of  the 
treasurer.— From  them  we  are  fup- 
plied  with  the  following  information: 

The  year’s  account  of  a  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy  is  made  out  in 
the  three  branches  of  his  office,  each 
branch  attending  to  that  part  of  the 
account  which  relates  to  its  own 
bufinefs,  and  tranfmitting  it  to  the 
office  of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft. 
The  vouchers  both  for  the  charge 
and  difcharge,  and  the  entries  of 
thofe  vouchers  in  the  feCtions,  all 
receive  an  examination,  check,  and 
correction,  in  fome  branch  or  other 
of  the  navy,  victualling,  or  fick  and 
hurt  offices,  previous  to  their  being 
figned  by  the  commiffioners  of  the 
navy,  and  to  the  tranfraiffion  of  the 
feCtions  to  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditor.  ;  ..  '  . 

The  charge  is  checked  in  the 
following  manner as  to  the  fiti- 
preft  part,  the  exchequer  every 
month,  and  the  treafurer  immediate¬ 
ly  after  his  receipt,  transmit  to  the 
navy-board,  certificates  of  all  the 
fums  imprefted  to  him:  twice  in 
every  month  he  certifies  to  them  all 
his°receipts  and  payments  in  gene¬ 
ral;  the  contents  of  thefe  certifi¬ 
cates  are  entered  in  the  navy  office ; 
with  thefe  entries  his  impreft  charge 
is  compared,  as  well  as  verified  by 
the  imprefi:  roll  obtained  by  him 
from  the  exchequer. 

As  to  the  other  part,  which  is  the 
Voe,  XXXII.  '  ' 
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voluntary  charge,  much  the  greated 
part  of  it  is  directed  into  his  hands 
by  letters  from  either  the  navy  or 
victualling  boards ;  of  which  let¬ 
ters  entries  are  made  in  the  re- 
fpeCtive  offices ;  and  as  he  receives 
the  fums  mentioned  in  thofe  letters, 
he  inferts  them  in  his  next  certifi¬ 
cate  ;  brfides  which,  the  fums  re¬ 
ceived  by  him  from  imprelts  dear  - 
ed,  and  from  abatements  on  bills  or 
books,  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
bills  and  books  themfelves,  and 
every  bill  is  regiftered  in  its  proper 
office.  The  voluntary  charge  con- 
fifis  of  three  parts,  and  is  made 
out,  one  part  in  each  branch  of  the 
treafurer’s  office.  That  made  our 
in  the  pay  branch,  confiding  of 
abatements  on  dip  and  yard  books, 
an<J  half-pay  lifts,  is  checked  and 
examined  in  the  office  of  the  con¬ 
troller  of  the  navy,  by  a  ledger 
kept  there  for  the  fpecial  purpofe 
of  entering  every  one  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  contained  in  that  charge,  and 
which  entries  are  taken  from  the 
books  themfelves,  the  fums  there 
inferted  having  been  calculated, 
examined,  and  compared  in  three 
different  offices.  That  made  cut  in 
the  cafhier’s  branch,  confiding  of 
imprefts  cleared  in  former  treafurer- 
fhips,  abatements  from  bills,  mo¬ 
ney  produced  by  the  fale  of  old 
llores,  and  received  from  the  fuc- 
celibr,  is  examined  and  checked  bv 
entries  made  of  every  article  that 
compofes  it  in  the  office  of  the  con¬ 
troller  of  the  treafurer’s  accounts^ 
That  part  made  out  in  the  viCtual- 
ling  branch,  confiding  of  imprefts 
cleared,  abatements  from  bills,  fums 
arifin^  from  the  fale  of  old  ftores, 
fees  of  oxen,  and  decayed  provi- 
fions,  is  examined  with  the  entries 
in  the  ledger,  kept  in  that  branch 
of  the  victualling  office,  Tr  keep- 
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ing  the  charge  upon  the  treafurer ; 
in  which  ledger  every  article  of 
this  charge  is  entered,  either  from 
the  letters  directing  the  payment, 
or  from  the  bills  themfelves :  a  copy 
of  this  charge  is  figned  by  three 
com nli ffi oners  of  the  victualling, 
which  is  the  warrant  for  the  figna- 
ture  of  the  three  commiffioners  of 
the  navy,  upon  that  copy  which  is 
fent  to  the  auditors  office. 

The  difcharge  is  checked  in  this 
manner: — every  bill  paid  by  the 
treafurer  is  made  out  in  fome 
branch  or  other  of  the  navy,  vic¬ 
tualling,  or  fick  and  hurt  offices,  or 
«■  in  the  yards  or  out  ports :  if  made 
out  in  one  of  the  offices,  it  under¬ 
goes  one,  or,  if  neceffary,  more  ex¬ 
aminations  in  that  office  :  if  made 
out  at  the  yards,  it  is  fent  to,  and 
examined  by,  two  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  navy  : 
if  made  out  at  the  out-ports,  it  is 
fent  to,  and  examined  in,  the  office 
of  the  accountant  for  cafh  in  the 
victualling  office.  All  bills,  where- 
ever  made  out,  are  entered  in  re- 
gifters;  the  navy  bills  in  the  con¬ 
troller’s  office ;  the  victualling  bills 
in  the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
victualling ;  and  the  fick  and  hurt 
bills  in  the  fick  and  hurt  office ; 
and  when  affigned  for  payment, 
they  are  entered  again  in  affigning 
books,  kept  for  thofe  purpofes  in 
the  feveral  offices.  The  treafurer’s 
factions,  with  the  original  bills 
themfelves,  are  fent  to  thefe  feve¬ 
ral  offices,  to  be  compared  atid  ex¬ 
amined  with  the  entries  made  in 
their  books :  the  navy  feCtions  are 
examined  with  the  entries  in  the 
affigning  book  in  th,e  office  of 
the  controller  of  the  treafurer’s 
accounts,  and  afterwards  compared 
with  the  original  bills  themfelves  ; 
the  victualling  feCtions  are  exa¬ 
mined  with  the  entries  in  the  affign- 
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ing  book  in  the  office  of  the  con-  j 
t roller  of  the  victualling  ;  the  fick 
and  hurt  feCtions,  with  the  entries 
in  the  affigning  book  in  the  lick 
and  hurt  office,  and  they  are  after¬ 
wards  compared  with  the  original 
bills  in  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer’s  accounts. 

For  every  fhip  five  books  are 
made  out,  copies  of  each  other, 
lodged  in  three  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  navy  office,  one  in  that 
branch  of  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer’s  accounts,  called 
the  ticket  office ;  two  in  the  office 
of  the  controller  of  the  navy,  one 
of  them  for  the  commiffioner  who 
controls  the  payments,  the  other 
for  the  controller’s  clerk  who  at¬ 
tends  him ;  and  two  in  the  office  of 
the  treafurer  r  this  book  contains 
the  names,  the  times  of  fervice,  and 
the  defalcations,  of  every  perfon 
belonging  to  that  fhip,  together 
with  the  full  and  nett  wages  of  all 
perfons  who  are  paid  upon  that 
book ;  all  thefe  feveral  fums  are 
calculated,  examined,  and  checked, 
both  in  the  ticket  office  and  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  navy  ; 
and  the  full  fum  to  be  allowed  the 
treafurer,  for  the  pay  of  that  fhip, 
is  entered  at  the  end  of  the  fhio’s 
book,  and  is  the  fame  fum  in  the 
treafurer’s  ledger,  which  he  claims 
to  be  allowed  him  for  the  payment 
of  that  fhip. 

When  a  fhip  is  paid,  a  commif¬ 
fioner  of  the  navy,  two  clerks  from 
the  treafurer’s  office,  and  one  from 
each  of  the  controller’s  offices,  at¬ 
tend,  each  with  his  book ;  by 
which  means  they  are  a  check  upon 
each  other :  three  of  thefe  books 
are  made  up  at  the  fame  time,  and 
compared  together ;  and  remain  af¬ 
terwards,  one  in  the  office  of  the 
treafurer,  another  in  that  of  the 
controller,  and  the  third  in  that  of 
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the  controller  of  the  treafurer’s  ac¬ 
counts.  The  treafurer’s  fe&ions, 
containing  the  fums  paid  upon  the 
jfliip’s  books,  are  taken  from  the  full 
books,  after  they  are  made  up  and 
iigned  by  three  commiflioners  of 
the  navy,  and  are  compared,  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  trea¬ 
furer’s  accounts,  with  the  fums  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  books  in  that  office. 
The  fums  for  the  hofpital,  half-pay, 
and  lick  quarters,  are  likewife  taken 
from,  and  compared  with,  the  full 
books  kept  for  thofe  fervices.  Upon 
a  final  account,  the  infuper  lift  is 
taken  from  the  impreft  ledgers,  one 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer’s  accounts,  another 
in  the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
vi&ualling  accounts ;  and  in  fome 
one  of  which  every  impreft  bill  is 
entered:  this  lift  is  compared  with 
the  entries  in  thefe  impreft  ledgers. 

In  confequence  of  this  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  entries  in  the  treafurer’s 
ledger,  with  the  vouchers  for,  and 
entries  of,  the  fame  articles  in  the 
books  of  the  dirferent  branches  of 
the  navy,  victualling,  and  fick  and 
hurt  offices,  the  commiflioners  of  the 
navy  are  authorized  to  give  to  the 
entries  in  that  ledger  a  credit  equal 
to  the  credit  of  original  vouchers, 
and  to  give  to  the  treafurer  a  dif- 
penfation  with  the  production  of 
thofe  originals  in  the  office  where 
he  is  finally  to  pafs  his  accounts. 

The  information  we  have  thus 
colleCled,  enables  us  to  form  fome 
judgment  of  the  caufes  of  the  delay 
in  pafiing  the  accounts  of  the  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy,  as  well  as  fup- 
plies  us  with  matter  for  regulation, 
worthy,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  attention  of  the  legis¬ 
lature. 

The  caufe  of  delay  that  occurs 
the  fir  ft  in  this  inquiry,  is  the  not 
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executing  the  compulfcry  procefs 
intended  to  bring  in  perfons  to  ac¬ 
count.  This  is  a  fourcc  of  delay 
that  extends  to  every  account  fub- 
jeCl  to  be  palled  in  the  auditors 
office. 

A  diftrefs  is  an  ancient  and  legal 
method  of  forcing  a  perfon  to  do 
certain  aCts,  which  the  law  requires 
of  him ;  and  it  is  an  effectual  me¬ 
thod  ;  for  he  refufes  at  the  peril  of 
forfeiting  to  the  crown  a  part  of 
his  property,  and  if  he  continues 
refra&ory,  of  having  that  forfeiture 
increafcd  till  he  obeys :  but  the 
dijiringas  ad  computandum  is  a  pro¬ 
cefs  utterly  nugatory ;  it  iffues  out 
of  merd  form  ^and,  though  levelled 
at  perfons  who  have  millions  to  ac¬ 
count  for,  it  is  never  executed.  The 
long  ufage  of  office  warrants  the 
fheriff  to  give  it  under  his  hand, 
and  to  confirm  it  by  his  oath  in.  the 
court  of  exchequer,  that  the  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy  is  not  to  be  found 
either  in  the  city  of  London,  or  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  that 
the  paymafter  general  of  the  forces 
has  neither  lands  nor  chattels  in 
either  of  thofe  diftricts  by  which, 
he  can  be  diftrained. 

So  far  as  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
palling  the  public  accounts  lhall  be 
retained,  this  procefs  ought  to  be 
made  efteftual :  It  cannot  be  fo  in 
its  prefent  ftate.  The  writ  mull  be 
difincumbered  of  that  load  of  old 
and  ufelefs  fchedules,  at  prefent  al¬ 
ways  annexed  to  it.  Authority 
Ihould  be  given  to  infpeft  aud  feru* 
tinize  the  lifts  of  perfons,  who  ftand 
at  this  time  accountable  to  the  crown 
for  money  imprefted  or  ilfued  t<? 
them  on  account,  and  to  diftinguilh 
thofe  who  are  of  ability  and  ame* 
nable,  from  the  infolvent  and  thofe 
wffiofe  accounts  are  remote  and  del- 
perate,  and  who  can  neither  them- 
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ielves  nor  their  reprefentatives  ever 
be  profecuted  with  any,  hopes  of 
iuccefs.  The  names  and  fchedules 
of  the  latter  fliould  all  be  taken  from 
the  writ ;  the  former  only  fhould  be 
annexed ;  and  upon  A\  named  in  the 
fchedules  annexed,  the  writ  fhould 
be  executed,  and  they  fhould  be. 
compelled  to  appear  upon  the  re- 
turn,  and  giye  the  reafons  for  the 
delay  before  the  proper  judges,  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer. 

The  certificates  of  the  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  impred  require  the  like 
correction.  Public  inflruments  fhould 
not  be  incumbered  with  ufelefs  mat¬ 
ter  :  nothing  fhould  be  inferted  in 
them  but  what  tends  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe  defigned  by  them;  but  thefe 
certificates  are  filled  with  dale  ac¬ 
counts  that  have  been  depending, 
litany  of  them,  for  a  century,  the 
accountants  forgotten,  the  line  of 
their  reprelentation  not  to  be  traced, 
no  vouchers- to  be  found,  no  veftiges 
of  them  whatever  remaining,  lave 
what  are  preferved,  to  no  purpofe, 
in  thefe  inflruments;  they  puzzle 
and  confound  the  officers  they  are 
intended  to  inform;  they  engage 
the  time  of  clerks  that  might  be 
ufefully  employed,  and  for  which 
the  public  pay. 

The  power  of  difcharging  ac¬ 
counts  of  long  Handing  has  been 
exercifed  by  the  legiflature  for  the 
quiet  of  the  fubjett.  In  the  land 
tax  aft  of  the  year  1759,  all  infu- 
pers  fet  in  the  accounts  of  the  re¬ 
ceivers  general  of  the  land  tax  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1746  are  abfolutely 
difcharged.  . 

Other  delays  arife  in  the  office -of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  flow 
in  a  great  meafure  from  the  prefent 
conflitution  of  that  office.  As  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft  cannot  pafs 
the  account  until  lie  has  received 
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all  the  materials  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed,  we  required  from  him  a  date 
of  the  order  of  time  in  which  the 
feveral  parts  of  Mj\  Grenville’s  ac¬ 
count  for  the  year  1759  were  deli- 
vered  into  his  office.  By  this  date 
it  appears,  that  the  fird  feCtions  of 
this  year  came  to  the  auditor  in 
May  1763;  that  the  voluntary 
charge,  and  feme  other  papers, 
which  were  the  parts  of  the  account 
that  came  the  lad,  were  not  received 
until  December  1781;  that  is, 
eighteen  years  after  the  feclions,  and 
near  twenty-two  years  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  year  to  which  the 
account  belongs.  We  required, 
likewife,  from  the  auditors  a  date 
of  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers  of 
the  navy,  now  depending  in  each  of 
their  offices,  with  the  times  when 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  accounts  were 
delivered  in  to  each.  Thefe  dates 
fhew,  that  the  accounts  for  the 
two  next  fucceeding  years,  1760 
and  1761,  are  ready  for  declara¬ 
tion;  that  the  accounts  of  none  of 
the  fubfeq.uent  years  are  complete 
in  the  office,  little  more  than  the 
navy  and  victualling  feCtions  of  thefe 
years  having  been  as  yet  received 
from  the  treafurer’s  office. 

One  of  the  principal  caufes 
affigned  for  this  delay,  and  the  only 
one  that  feems  to  have  a  foundation, 
is  dated  in  our  third  jeport ;  it  is 
the  neceffity  of  keeping  open  thq 
ffiips  books  for  many  years,  even 
after  the  treafurer,  in  whofe  time 
they  were  fird  opened,  is  out  of  of¬ 
fice,  for  the  purpofe  of  compleating 
tjbe  payments  upon  each  book,  that 
fuch  treafurer  may  have  his  proper 
voucher  for  the  payment  of  each 
Ihip,  and  to  prevent  the  difficulty 
that  would  arife  in  didinguiBiing 
the  payments  by  each,  if  the  fame 
book  was  paid  upon  by  more  trea- 
furers  than  one. 
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Keeping  open  the  fhip’s  books"  fo 
long,  befides  the  delay  it  occaiions 
in  the  accounts,  is  pregnant  with  fo 
many  inconveniences  both  to  the 
officer  and  the  office,  that  the  cor¬ 
rection  of  this  defe.6t  is  an  objeCt 
worth  attempting. 

.  The  difficulty  lies  in  the  payment 
upon  recalls ;  that  is,  of  thofe  per- 
fons  who  remain  upon  a  book  un¬ 
paid  after  the  day  of  payment.  A 
ihip  is  faid  emphatically  to  be  paid, 
upon  that  day  in  which  that  fhip’s 
book  is  firft  opened  for  payment, 
except  where  one  perfon  only  upon 
a  fhip’s  book  is  paid  upon  a  certain 
day,  in  order  to  put  that  fhip  out  of 
commiffion  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  pay¬ 
ments  within  the  month  after,  are 
conlidered  not  as  recalls,  but  as 
payments  on  the  pay  day.  All  pay¬ 
ments  made  fubfequent  to  that  day, 
and  before  the  book  is  made  up, 
are  payments  upon  recalls,  and  are 
now  made  by  or  upon  the  book  it- 
felf,  and  by  the  treafurer  in  whofe 
treafurerfhip  the  book  was  firft 
opened  for  payment,  whether  he  is 
in  or  out  of  office.  If  a  method  can 
be  devifed  of  paying  thofe  after¬ 
claimants  by  the  treafurer  in  office, 
and  otherwife  than  by  the  fhip’s 
book,  without  delaying  or  difturb- 
ing  the  pay  of  the  feamen,  or  con¬ 
founding  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furers,  the  fhip’s  books  may  then  be 
clofed  at  any  time,  and  this  diffi¬ 
culty  will  be  removed. 

In  order  to  difcover  fuch  a  me¬ 
thod,  it  was  abfolutely  neceftary  to 
examine  minutely  into  the  manner 
in  which  this  branch  of  the  bufinefs 
is  now  conducted  in  the  pay  office 
of  the  navy ;  and  with  this  know¬ 
ledge  we  are  furniffied  by  Mr.  A- 
dam  Jellicoe,  chief  clerk  in  the  pay 
branch  in  the  office  of  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy;  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
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who  has  long  been  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  trea- 
furer’s  accounts  at  Portfmouth, 
where  by  far  the  greateft  number 
of  the  fhip's  and  recalls  are  paid; 
Mr.  Edward  Faikingham,  a  clerk 
in  that  branch  of  the  office  of  the 
controller  of  the  navy  that  relates 
to  the  payment  of  fea men’s  wages ; 
and  by  Mr.  William  Paynter,  the 
chief  clerk  in  the  ticket  office. 

A  fhip’s  book,  with  its  four  co¬ 
pies,  is  made  out  in  the  Ihip;  it 
contains  the  names,  and  certain  ne- 
ceffary  circumftances,  of  all  the  per- 
fons  entitled  to  wages  in  that  fhip  ; 
the  two  oppofite  pages  are  divided 
into  a  variety  of  columns,  with  a 
title  at  the  top  of  each  column; 
eighteen  of  thefe  columns  are  for 
defalcations,  that  is,  deductions  or 
abatements  that  are  to  be  made  out 
of  their  wages  at  the  time  of  pay¬ 
ment :  four  of  thefe  are  con  ft  ant, 
certain  deductions  ;  they  are  intitu¬ 
led,  the  cheft,  the  hofpital,  the  three 
pence  in  the  pound,  and,  the  ma¬ 
rine  ftoppages.  The  other  fourteen 
are  cafual.  The  wages  of  an  able 
feaman  are  twenty-four' fhillings  a 
month :  this  is  part  of  the  four 
pounds  per  man  per  month,  voted 
annually  by  parliament  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  feamen  :  from 
this  fum  of  twenty-four  fhillings, 
and  from  the  monthly  wages  of 
every  warrant  and  petty  officer, 
there  are  two  eonftant  deductions ; 
one  fhilling  for  the  cheft,  and  fix- 
pence  for  the  hofpital.  The  one 
fhilling  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
for  three  different  purpofes;  fix- 
pence  of  it  is  paid  to  the  cheft  at 
Chatham,'  for  the  fupport  of  hurt 
and  difabled  feamen ;  four-pence 
is  paid  to  the  chaplain ;  and  two¬ 
pence  to  the  furgeon.  The  fix- 
pence  is  applied  to  the  fupport  of 
[T3]  Greenwich 
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Greenwich  hofpital ;  and  the  month¬ 
ly  pay  of  the  eommiffioned  officers 
is  alfo  fubjeft  to  the  lame  deduc¬ 
tion.  The  three  -pence  in  the  pound 
is  a  deduftion  from  the  pay  of  all 
eommiffioned  and  warrant  officers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  wi¬ 
dow's  penfions.  The  marine  hop- 
pages  are,  one-penny  a  week  from 
the  wages  of  the  private  men,  three 
half-pence  of  the  corporal  and 
drummer,  and  two-pence  of  the  fer- 
jeant,  applicable  to  the  fame  boun¬ 
ty.  The  cafual  deductions  are  ei¬ 
ther  for  articles  fupplied  to  them, 
which  they  are  to  pay  for  out  of 
their  wages ;  or  for  wages  that  have 
been  advanced  to  them,  or  remit¬ 
ted  by  their  order  ;  or  certain 
mulCls  incurred  by  them. 

The  ffiip’s  book,  being  formed 
with  thefe  divifions,  is  fent,  with 
the  four  copies,  from  the  fhip  to  the 
pay  office  of  the  navy  at  that  port 
where  the  ffiip  is  to  be  paid,  with 
all  the  columns  filled  up  except  the 
eight  following;  the  cheft,  the  hof¬ 
pital,  the  three-pence  in  the  pound, 
the  marine  iloppages,  the  full  and 
nett  wages,  the  hums  remitted  at 
the  pay  of  the  fhip,  and,  negleCt. 
The  firft  fix,  depending  upon  the 
time  of  the  lervice  of  each  perfon, 
cannot  be  filled  up  until  that  time 
is  fully  afeertained  by  examination, 
on  the  day  of  payment ;  neither  can 
the  next,  as  being  a  t.ranfaClion  upon 
that  day.  The  column  of  neglcft, 
■which  contains  the  mulcts  and  fines, 
is  filled  up  fome  time  before  the 
payment. 

The  officers  and  feamen,  entitled 
to  wages  upon  any  ffiip’s  book,  may 
be  paid,  either  before  the  pay  day 
of  that  ffiip,  or  upon  that  day,  or 
between  the  pay  day  and  the  makr- 
ing  up  of  the  book,  or  after  the 
book  is  made  up :  each  of  thefe 
times  of  payment  is  attended  with 


fome  difference  in  the  mode.  The 
payments  on  the  pay  day  are  made, 
and  payments  upon  recalls,  that  is, 
between  the  pay  day  and  the  mak¬ 
ing  up  of  the  books,  are  either  made 
or  fet  off  upon  the  flip’s  book  it- 
felf ;  all  the  circumitances  of  each 
payment  being  there  entered,  that 
book  becomes  the  evidence  of  fuch 
payments:  but  payments  made,  ei¬ 
ther  previous  to  the  pay  day,  or 
fubfequent  to  the  making  up  of  the 
books,  are  not  made  upon  the 
books,  but  upon  Tills,  or  by  tick¬ 
ets,  which  lilts  or  tickets  contain 
all  the  circumflances,  and  are  the 
evidence  of  fuch  payments. 

A  payment  upon  the  pay  day, 
which  is  generally  the  principal 
payment,  is  in  this  manner: — The 
full  wages  of  each  perfon  applying 
are  calculated,  and  entered  in  the 
full  column ;  the  open  columns  of 
defalcations  are  filled  up  :  the  .total , 
of  his  defalcations,  both  certain  and 
cafual,  being  call  up,  and  deduced 
from  his  full  wages,  leaves  the  nett 
wage? ;  which  are  paid  to  him,  and 
entered  in  the  proper  column.  No 
date  is  fet  in' the  book  againff  the 
names  of  the  perfons  who  are- paid 
upon  this  day;  but  the  indorfement 
of  the  day  upon  the  book,  ferves 
for  the  date  of  all  thofe  payments : 
after  that  day,  the  book,  at  what¬ 
ever  port  it  may  be,  remains  in  the 
pay  office  there,  until  it  is  final¬ 
ly  clofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  pay¬ 
ing  upon  recalls ;  which  is  done 
in  the  following  manner :  - 

A  lilt  of  the  claimants  entitled  to 
wages  from  ffiips  that  have  been 
paid,  is  fent  frpm  the  ffiip  where 
they  are  on  board,  to  the  pay  office 
at  the  port;  this  lift  is  examined 
with  the  ffiip’s  books  that  are  in  the 
office;  and  the  perfons  upon  the 
lift  who  can  be  paid,  are  difdnguiffi- 
ed  from  thofe  who  cannot.  The 

current 
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current  number  in  the  fhip’s  book 
is  entered  upon  the  lid,  oppolite  the 
name  of  the  perfon,  that  he  may  be 
the  more  eaiily  found  upon  the 
book  when  he  comes  to  be  paid. 
The  lift,  thus  corrected,  is  returned 
to  the  captain  :  who  fends  on  ftiore, 
under  the  care  of  a  commiftioned 
officer,  thofe  men  vfho  appear  upon 
the  lift  entitled  to  receive  their  wa¬ 
ges :  they  are  paid  each  upon  the 
book  of  that  (hip  to  which  he  be¬ 
longed,  and  the  date  of  the  , day  he 
is  paid  upon  is  fet  oppofite  to  his 
name. 

Where  the  lift  contains  the  names 
of  men  belonging  to  fhips  whole 
books  are  not  at  that  port,  the  pay 
clerks  apply  to  the  pay  officers  of 
thole  ports  where  the  books  are,  for 
extra&s  ;  that  is,  for  copies  of  the 
entries  relative  to  thofe  men,  in  the 
books  from  which  they  feverally 
claim  their  wages :  upon  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  thefe  extrafts,  the  lift  is 
corrected  by  them,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  inform  the  captain  which 
of  thofe  men  he  may  fend  to  be 
paid  ;  and,  that  thefe  payments  may 
be  fet  off  upon  the  proper  fhip’s 
books,  the  account  of  the  extrads^, 
that  is,  of  the  men  thus  paid,  is  fent 
every  quarter  to  the  feveral  ports. 

In  payments  by  lifts,  either  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  pay  day  of  the  ihip, 
or  after  the  fhip’s  book  is  made  up, 
or  by  tickets,  the  name,  time  offer- 
vice,  defalcations,  and  other  cir- 
cumllances  of  each  perfon,  are  tran- 
fcribed  from  the  book  of  that  Ihip 
from  which  he  claims  his  wages, 
into  the  lift  or  ticket.  Each  entry 
is  an  exa£t  copy  of  the  entry  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  fame  perfon  in  the  fhip’s 
book  ;  and  it  mult  be  fo ;  for  other- 
wife  the  remaining  defalcations,  and 
the  full  and  nett  wages,  could  not 
be  calculated.  After  this  is  done. 
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where  the  payment  is  by  lift,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  payment  of  the  Ihip,  or 
by  ticket,  the  wages  are  calculated; 
the  open  columns  all  filled  up ;  and 
if  by  lift,  the  nett  wages  are  paid  ; 
or  if  by  ticket,  that  ticket  is  ailign- 
ed  upon  the  treafurer  for  payment 
of  the  nett  fum  therein  mentioned  ; 
and  in  both  thefe  modes,  to  prevent 
double  payments,  the  fhip’s  book  is 
marked,  oppofite  the  name  of  each 
perfon,  in  what  manner  paid,  and 
by  what  treafurer. 

A  payment,  fubfequent  to  the 
making  up  of  the  fhip’s  book,  is 
made  upon  a  lift  of  arrears,  that  is, 
a  book  that  contains  the.  name  of 
each  fhip,  and  the  names  and  cir- 
cumftances,  extracted  from  the  fe¬ 
veral  fhips  books,  of  all  perfons 
paid  after  the  books  on  which  they 
claim  wages  have  been  made  up  and 
finally  clofed.  All  fhips  books  are 
at  prefent  made  up  and  remain  af¬ 
terwards  at  the  navy  office  in  Lon¬ 
don.  A  claimant  upon  fuch  books 
muft  firft  apply  for  his  wages  to  the 
navy  board :  they  refer  to  the  fhip’s 
book  lodged  in  the  ticket  office; 
and  if  he  appears  to  be  entitled, 
they  order  him  to  be  entered  and 
paid  upon  the  lift  of  arrears,  and 
his  name  is  marked  upon  the  fhip’s 
book  as  paid  in  that  manner,  and 
by  what  treafurer. 

Thefe  different  modes  of  payment 
vary  the  vouchers  of  the  treafurer. 
The  previous  lift  or  ticket  is  a 
voucher  for  the  total  of  the  nett 
fums  contained  in  the  lift,  or  for  the 
fmgle  nett  fum  in  the  ticket,  for 
that  treafurer  who  pays  it,  whether 
he  continues  in  office  long  enough, 
or  not,  to  pay  the  book  from  whence 
the  lift  or  ticket  is  extracted. 

When  a  book  is  finally  made  up, 
the  defalcations  oppofite  the  names 
of  thofe  perfons,  who  have  been 
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paid,  .either  by  previous  lifts  or 
tickets.,  and  of  thofe  who  remain  un¬ 
paid,  are  entered  in  the  proper  co¬ 
lumns.  The  defalcations  of  each 
are  caft  up*  and  the  total  entered  in 
the  column  of  full  wages.  Every 
column  is  caft  up  to  a  total,  and  the 
treafurer,  whofe  book  it  is,  is  allow¬ 
ed,  and  that  book  fo  filled  up  is  his 
voucher,  for  the  total  fum  in  the  co¬ 
lumn  of  full  wages ;  but  as  he  has 
paid  the  feamen,  not  their  full  but 
their  nett  wages  only,  he  difcharge.s 
jiimfelf  of  the  difference,  that  is,  of 
the  defalcations,  by  the  receipts  of 
the  purler,  or  other  perfons  entitled, 
to  whom  he  has  paid  them  ;  and  if 
jie  has  not  paid  all  the  defalcations, 
he  charges  himfelf  with  what  re¬ 
mains  unpaid  in  his  voluntary  charge 
of  the  year,  ir,  which  he  has  credit 
for  that  flip’s  book,  and  this  re¬ 
mainder  is  afterwards  paid  by  the 
.treafurer  in  office  by  a  defalcation  lift. 

The  keeping  open  the  flips  books 
fo  long  as  they  are  at  prefent,  pre¬ 
vents  the  after-claimants  from  be¬ 
ing  very  numerous,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  lift  of  arrears, from  being  very 
long;  infornuch  that  it  ferVes  as  a 
fingle  voucher  only,  for  the  amount 
©f  the  nett  film  of  the  payments 
inade  upon  this  lift  by  a  treafurer 
during  his  whole  treafuyerfhip,  and 
that  nett  total  fum  is  entered  as  one 
payment  in  his  final  account. 

From  this  defcription  of  the 
modes  of  paying  flips  now  in  ufe  in 
the  navy  office,  it  appears,  that  there 
does  at  this  time  exift  a  method,  by 
which  a  fubfequent  treafurer  pays 
claimants  upon  flips  books  p  .id  by 
and  Belonging  to  his  predeceffor, 
after  they  are  finally  c.pfed  and 
tnade  up ;  and  this  rnetnod  is  by  a 
lift  of  arrears.  Suppofe,  then,  all 
the  flips  books  paid  upon  by  a  trea- 
fuier  were,  upon  his  refignation  or 
deah*  to  be  immediately  laid  by, 
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and  all  payments  upon  them  tq\ 
ceafe':  could  the  fucceeding  trea¬ 
furer,  by  the  fame  means,  pay  all 
the  remaining  claimants  upon  thofe 
books,  without  any  material  incon¬ 
venience,  either  to  the  feamen  or 
to  the  pay  office  ? 

This  depends  upoji  die  difference 
which  the  fubftitution  of  the  lift  of 
arrears  in  the  place  of  the  flips 
books  will  occafion  in  the  payments. 
The  previous  application  by  the 
claimant  to  the  navy  board  muft  be 
difpenfed  with.  The  flips,  books, 
inftead  of  being  fent  to  the  navy 
office  after  they  are  clofed,  muft  re¬ 
main  at  the  out  ports  as  they  do 
now*.  Lifts  of  arrears,  diftinguifhed 
from  thofe  ufed  after  the  fhips  books 
are  made  up,  muft  be  kept  there  as 
well  as  in  London.  Thus  far  there 
feems  to  be  no  difficulty.  At  pre¬ 
fent,  if  a  fingle  claimant  appears 
upon  a  recall,  his  flip’s  book  is  ex¬ 
amined,  his  name  found,  his  wages 
are  calculated,  the  open  columns  of 
defalcations  and  the  columns  of  wa¬ 
ges  filled  up,  upon  the  flip’s  book. 
If  he  is  paid  upon  the  lift  of  arrears, 
his  flip’s  book  is  equally  examined, 
the  fame  calculations  and  the  fame 
entries  are  made ;  but  in  the  one 
cafe  the  entries  are  made  in  thp 
flip’s  book,  and  in  the  other,  upon 
the  lift  of  arrears  ;  and  befides  this, 
the  original  entries  appearing  upon 
the  flip’s  book  are  copied  from 
thence  into  the  lift:  ofarrears:  and  this 
is  the  only  difference  between  the  two 
methods  of  payment.  As  this  copy¬ 
ing  takes  up  time,  the  payment  up¬ 
on  a  lift  of  arrears  is  longer  than  the 
payment  upon  a  flip’s  book,  by  the 
length  of  time  it  takes  to  transcribe 
thefe  entries. 

Upon  infpe&ion  of  a  flip’s  book 
made  up,  and  of  a  lift  of  arrears,  the 
entries  tranfcribed  appear  to  be,  the 
name  of  the  claimant,  the  current 
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(lumber,  the  quality,  the  times  of 
sntry  and  of  difcharge,  with  from 
three  to  five  caiual  defalcations; 
for  though  there  are  fourteen  co¬ 
lumns  for  cafual  defalcations,  yet 
there  are  feldom  entries  made  in 
more  than  five  of  them;  and  thefe 
are  ufually  for  deaths  of  different 
kinds,  tobacco,  and  the  two  months 
advance.  The  name  of  the  fhip 
likewii'e,  to  which  the  claimant  be¬ 
longed,  is  entered  upon  the  lift ; 
and,  to  prevent  overpayments,  the 
fhip’s  book  is  marked,  oppofite  the 
name,  as  paid  by  lift  of  arrears. 
From  thefe  entries  arifes  all  the  ad¬ 
ditional  trouble  to  the  pay  clerks, 
and  delay  to  the  feamen,  by  the  fub- 
ftitution  of  the  lift  of  arrears  in  the 
place  of  the  lhip’s  books. 

As  there  are  now,  at  every  pay¬ 
ment  upon  recalls,  befides  the  com- 
miffioner,  his  clerk,  and  a  fecond 
clerk  in  the  treafurer’s  office,  three 
pay  clerks,  with  each  a  ihip’s  book 
in  which  the  fame  entries  are  made ; 
fo  at  a  payment  upon  a  lift  of  ar¬ 
rears  there  muft  be  the  like  number 
,of  clerks  and  lifts,  and  the  fame 
entries  made  in  each  lift  ;  but  tran- 
fcribing  into  the  three  lifts  will  take 
.up  no  more  time  than  the  tranfcrib- 
ing  into  one,  if  an  attending  clerk 
reads  the  entries  in  the  iliip’s  books, 
whilft  the  other  three  tranfcribe 
them  into  their  lifts.  Where  the 
number  of  claimants  is  not  great, 
the  time  it  takes  to  tranfcribe  thefe 
articles  cannot  be  very  confiderable. 
Where  the  payment  is  in  -  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  lift  fent  from  the  fhip, 
which  is  the  ufual  courie,  and  where 
extra&s  are  to  be  procured,  there 
is  always  time  enough  to  tranfcribe 
the  entries  before  the  lift  is  returned 
fo  the  captain;  and  in  this  cafe  the 
9.1ft ual payment  is  more  eafily  tranf- 
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aifted;  for  where  the  claims  arife 
upon  different  Ihips,  as  all  are  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  lift  of  arrears,  the 
trouble  of  turning  to  each  fhip’s 
book  is  avoided.  In  payment  of 
thefe  lifts  care  muft  be  taken  that  the 
captain  fends  on  fhore  to  be  paid  all 
who  are  returned  to  him  capable 
of  being  paid,  that  the  payment 
upon  the  lift  of  arrears  may  be  com¬ 
plete.  A  fick  man  may  be  paid  af¬ 
terwards,  or  if  a  man  is  prevented 
from  coming  at  all,  his  name  may 
be  ftruck  out  of  the  lift. 

There  is  one  inftance,  and  the 
only  one  that  occurs  to  us,  in  which 
the  time  taken  up  in  tranfcribing 
may  be  material ;  that  is,  where, 
upon  a  ihip’s  being  paid  off,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  her  men  are  turned  over  to 
a  fhip  under  failing  orders,  and  the 
captain  applies  for  their  immediate 
payment :  in  this  cafe,  at  prefent, 
the  commifiioner  goes  On  board  with 
his  pay  clerks,  and  pays  the  men 
that  are  turned  over  upon  the  fhip’s 
book;  was  he  to  pay  them  upon  a 
lift  of  arrears,  it  might  poffibly  take 
up  near  double  the  time,  and  the 
fervice  would  be  fo  far  retarded. 
This  cafe  can  happen  only  in  time 
of  war;  and  where  the  fervice 
preftes,  and  the  captain  has  not  time 
to  fend  on  fhore  a  lift  of  the  fea¬ 
men  who  are  to  be  paid  ;  and  where 
the  vacancy  of  the  treafurerfhip 
happens  between  the  pay  day  of  the 
fhip’s  book  and  the  time  when  the 
men  turned  over  call  for  their  wa¬ 
ges. 

As  fo  many  circumftances  muft 
concur,  and  confequently  the  cafe 
can  rarely  exift,  we  do  not  think  the 
inconvenience  that  may  arife  in  this 
one  accidental  event,  counterba¬ 
lances  the  many  public  advantages 
that  certainly  attend  it  in  every 

other 
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other  event;  and  eonfequently,  that 
.the  propofed  regulation  ought  not 
therefore  to  be  rejected. 

.But  the  time  employed  in  paying 
the  feamen  upon  the  iliip’s  books, 
as  well  as  upon  lifts  of  arrears,  may, 
in  our  opinion,  be  ihortened,  and 
the  pay  clerks  be  relieved  from  fome 
part  of  their  trouble.  The  fums 
applicable  to  the  cheft,  and  the  hol- 
pital,  the  three  pence  in  the  pound, 
and  the  marine  ftoppages,  are  de¬ 
ductions,  after  a  certain  rate,  out  of 
the  wages  of  the  officers,  feamen, 
and  marines :  we  applied  to  the 
commiffiopers  of  the  navy,  to  know 
by  what  authority  thefe  deductions 
are  made  :  from  their  returns  to  our 
requifion,  we  colleCt  the  following 
information.  - 

The  copy  of  an  iriquifttion  taken 
at  Rochefter  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
James  the  firft,  before  commiflioners 
of  charitable  ufes  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  ftate  of  the  fund  be¬ 
longing  to  the  cheft  at  Chatham, 
recites  the  origin  of  the  payment  of 
the  fix  pence  (part  of  the  dedudtion 
of  one  lhilling)  to  the  cheft  at  Chat¬ 
ham  :  an  extraCt  of  fo  much  of  it  as 
relates  to  the  fubjeCt  matter  before 
us,  we  have  inicrted  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix;  and  from  thence' it  appears, 
that  this  deduction  commenced  in 
the  year  1590,  and  was  a  voluntary 
gift  and  contribution  of  a  certain 
portion  of  their  refpeCtive  wages,  by 
the  mailers,  mariners,  Ihipwrights, 
and  feafaring  men,  then  employed 
in  the  fervice,  to  be  a  perpetual  re¬ 
lief  for  hurt  and  maimed  mariners, 
carpenters,  and  feamen. 

The  four  pence  to  the  chaplain, 
and  the  two  pence  to  the  furgeon, 
which  are  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  one  fhilling  deduction  under  the 
title  of  the  cheft,  are  very  ancient. 
The  commiflioners  of  the  navy  have 
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not  been  able  to  trace  them  to  their 
origin.  One  fhillingwas  the  abate¬ 
ment  in  the  cheft  column  in  the 

year  1685. 

The  deduction  of  fix  pence  under, 
the  title  of  the  hofpital,  is  ordered, 
by  the  aCt  of  the  7th  and  8  th  of 
William  the  third,  chap.  21ft,  to  be 
made  from  the  wages  of  the  feamen, 
and  applied  for  the  better  fupport 
of  Greenwich  hofpital.  An  order 
of  the  board  of  admiralty,  dated 
3d  September  1696,  direCts  the 
navy  board  to  carry  this  aCt  into 
execution. 

Iiis  latemajefty  king  George  the 
fecond,  in  .confequence  of  a  volun¬ 
tary  agreement  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  by  a  commiflion  dated  the 
qoth  Auguft  1732,  direfts  that 
the  three  pence  in  the  pound  fhall 
be  from  that  time  abated  from  the 
perfonal  pay  and  half  pay  of  officers 
therein  delcribed,  for  the  relief  of 
poor  widows  of  commiffioned  and 
warrant  officers-  of  the  navy,  and 
appoints  commiflioners  for  conduct¬ 
ing  this  charity :  this  commiflion 
was  carried  into  execution  by  an 
order  of  the  board  of  admiralty 
dated  29th  September  1732,  di¬ 
rected  for  that  purpofe  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  of  the  navy. 

The  marine  ftoppages  are  direct¬ 
ed  by  an  order  of  the  fame  board, 
dated  2d  September  1756. 

Where  a  fund  is  to  be  created 
and  eftablifhed  for  a  public  purpofe, 
a  grofs  fum  is  better  calculated  for 
it,  than  a  fum  compounded  of  va¬ 
rious  deductions :  the  one  is  Ample, 
eafy,  and  certain;  the  other  com¬ 
plex,  troublefome,  and  uncertain. 
The  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty 
and  of  the  navy  muft  have  full 
knowledge  what  fums  have  been 
iflued  every  year  out  of  the  fea  pay, 
to  the  cheft  at  Chatham,  Green¬ 
wich 
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wich  hofpital,  and  the  fund  for  the 
relief  of  poor  widows,  ever  fmce 
their  inftitution.  They  may  con¬ 
jecture,  from  the  experience  of 
many  years,  what  will  be  the  wants 
and  (applies  of  thofe  charities,  in 
every  poffible  iituation  of  the  navy. 
The  wages  of  the  officers  and  fea- 
men  is  the  fund  for  them  all.  No 
reafon,  then,  occurs  to  us,  why,  on 
fettling  the  navy  eftabliffiment  every 
year,  certain  portions  of  that  fund 
ihould  not  be  appropriated  to  the 
fupport  Qf  thefe  charities,  to  be  if- 
fued,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  At  prefent, 
he  advances  to  all  of  them  1  urns  on 
account,  and  upon  calculation: 
neither  the  commiffioners,  nor  truf- 
tees  for  thefe  charities,  can  know 
their  income  from  the  fea  pay  for 
any  one  year,  until  feven  or  eight 
years  after  that  year  is  expired.  They 
cannot  know  it,  until  the  books  of 
all  the  (hips  paid  in  that  year  are 
made  up ;  and  the  books  are  now  in 
arrear  as  far  back  as  the  year  1775. 
The  fame  boards  mull;  likewife  be 
acquainted  with  the  incomes  of  the 
chaplain  and  furgeon  of  every  fhip, 
of  whatever  rate  in  the  navy  ;  at 
leaffc  they  know  what  is  a  proper 
and  adequate  compenfation  for  their 
feveral  Services.  What  objection, 
then,  arifes  to  the  allowing  to  each 
of  them,  inftead  of  thefe  deductions, 
one  ftated,  certain,  annual,  falary, 
according  to  his  ftation,  payable 
out.  of  the  fund  of  wages  ? 

It  appears,  in  our  judgment,  a  ge¬ 
neral,  ufeful  regulation,  wherever  it 
is  practicable,  to  take  away  the  dif- 
tinCiion  between  nominal  and  real 
ytages  and  falaries,  that  the  reputed 
compenfation  for  fervice  inay  be  the 
fum  actually  received,  that  every 
man  may  know  the  price  of  his  la¬ 
bour  and  abilities.  Where  the  no¬ 
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minal  exceeds  the  real,  an  ignorant 
mind  fufpeCts  fraud,  and  a  weak  one 
is  deceived  by  an  imaginary  income* 

As  the  modes  fuggelted  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  thele  charities,  and  of 
paying  the  chaplains  and  furgeons, 
appear  to  us  to  be  practicable,  they 
ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  fubfli- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  the  modes  in 
ufe;  one  confequenbe  of  which  will 
be,  that  the  four  columns  of  the 
chelt,  thehofpital,  the  three-pence  in 
the  pound,  and,  the  marine  Itoppages, 
are  rendered  ufelefs,  and  may  be  left 
out  of  the  (hips’  books. 

There  is  another  defalcation, 
which,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  be 
omitted  for  the  future,  as  not  an- 
fvvering  the  end  propofed;  that '  is, 
the  deduction  under  the  title  of  ve¬ 
nereal  cures.  This  is  a  payment  to 
the  furgeon  of  1 5  s.  for  every  cure ; 
and  is  directed  to  be  charged  againlt 
their  wages  by  an  order  of  the 
board  of  admiralty,  dated  9th  of 
April  1756.  Before  that  year,  the 
mulCt  upon  the  fcaman  was  1  /.  ioa 
for  every  cure ;  the  order  reduces  it 
to  15  j.  ;  and  itates,  among  other 
reafons  for  the  reduction,  “  that 
this  great  charge  on  the  ieamen  did 
not  prevent  the  evil.”  II  a  certain, 
pecuniary  mulCt  was  not  fevere 
enough  to  prevent  the‘offence  in  the 
year  1756,  half  that  mulCt  can  hard¬ 
ly  be  iuppofed  more  efficacious  in 
the  year  1782.  A  puniffiment  that 
neither  correCts  the  offender,  nor 
deters  others,  is  in  itfelf  an  evil, 
from  which  the  fubjeCt  fhould  be  re¬ 
lieved  ;  and  therefore,  we  think  the 
furgeon  fhould  attend  to  every 
difeafe  of  the  feamen  at  the  public 
expence,  and  be  allowed  a  certain 
compenfation  adequate  to  his  fkill 
and  trouble. 

The  omiffion  of  thefe  five  columns 
in  the  fhips  books,  will  accelerate  the 

payments, 
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payments,  both  upon  the  books  and 
upon  the  lifts  of  arrears,  by  as  much 
time  as  is  now  taken  up  in  making 
the  calculations  and  entries  in  thofe 
columns.  The  calculations,  (how¬ 
ever  eafy  they  may  be  to  perfons 
accuftomed  to  them)  and  the  entries, 
though  fhort,  yet  being  numerous, 
muft,  like  the  tranferipts  into  the  lifts, 
take  up  feme  time.  A  book  of  a 
iirft  rate,  for  fix  months,  has  contain¬ 
ed  the  names  of  fifteen  hundred 
eighty-fix  perfons :  upon  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  as  many  of  thefe  men  as  are 
feamen,  fums  muft  be  calculated,  and 
entries  made  in  two  columns  at  leaft. 
Where  time  is  fo  valuable,  every 
portion  of  it  is  worth  laving. 

From  this  examination  into  the 
effedl  that  the  fubftitution  of  the  lift 
of  arrears,  in  the  place  of  the  fliip’s 
books,  will  have  upon  the  payment 
of  the  feamen,  we  are  led  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  if,  upon  the  death  or 
refignation  of  a  treafurer,  all  the 
fhlps  books  paid  by  him  are  im¬ 
mediately  clofed,  the  fuccefi'or  may 
pay  all  the  after-claimants  left  un¬ 
paid  upon  thofe  books,  by  lifts  of  ar¬ 
rears,  without  creating  either  delay 
or  difturbance  in  the  pay  of  the  fea¬ 
men  ;  efpecially  if  the  number  of 
entries  upon  the  lift  of  arrears  be  re¬ 
duced,  by  the  omiftion  of  the  five 
columns  of  defalcations  above  men¬ 
tioned.  It  remains  to  be  feen, 
whether  this  alteration  will  caufe 
any  confufion  in  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer. 

A  fliip’s  book-  paid  by  him,  will 
be  made  up  in  the  fame  manner  it 
is  now.  It  will  be  paid  upon  by  one 
treafurer  only,  and  will  be  his 
voucher  for  the  total  fum  contained  in 
the  column  of  full  wages ;  for  which 
fum  he  will  have  credit  in  his  ac¬ 
count  of  that  year  in  which  the  book 
was  paid. 

The  account  of  his  payments  by 


! 

GISTER,  1790. 

lifts  of  arrears  will  be  varied.  A 
prefen  t,  the  books  being  kept  ft 
long  open,  the  after-claimants  art 
few;  and  one  entry  ferves,  in  his 
final  account,  for  the  whole  fum  paid 
by  him  for  arrears  during  the  time 
of  his  treafurerfhip ;  and  one  lift  of 
arrears  fufiices  for  his  voucher  ;  but 
if  he  pays  upon  lifts  of  arrears,  all 
the  perfons  left  unpaid  upon  all  the 
books  by  all  his  predeceftbrs,  theft 
payments  muft  become  fo  very  nu¬ 
merous,  that  inftead  of  one  item  in  his 
final  account  of  the  total  fum  paid 
by  him  for  arrears  in  the  courfe  of 
his  whole  treafurerfhip,  he  muft  in¬ 
fer  t  in  his  account  of  every  year  the 
total  fums  paid  by  him  during  that 
year  for  arrears,  at  every  port  where 
he  has  a  lift  ;  and  the  lift  made 
up,  annually*  at  every  port,  will 
be  his  voucher  for  the  fums  paid  at 
that  port:  but  tills  alteration  will 
ilill  leave  his  accounts  clear  and  un- 
difturbed. 

In  one  branch,  this  mode  will  be 
of  advantage  to  the  pay-office,  by 
fhortening.  their  accounts.  At  pre- 
fent  the  pay  clerks  at  each  port  tranf- 
mit  every  month  to  the  navy  Office 
an  account, containing  the  fums  paid 
by  them  upon  the  recalls  of  every 
fhip  during  that  month  at  their  re- 
fpeftive  ports,  diftinguifhing  the 
treafurer  by  whom  paid,  in  order 
that  each  fum  may  be  polled  to  the 
account  of  the  ending  of  each  fhip’s 
book  in  the  ledger.  From  thefe 
returns  the  paymafter  of  the  navy 
makes  out  monthly  certificates  of 
thefe  payments.  The  places  where 
payments  are  made  upon  recalls  be¬ 
ing  four,  and  the  fhips  books  of 
three  treafurers  being  open  for  pay¬ 
ment,  thefe  certificates  for  the  month 
of  Auguft  laft  were  twelve ;  that  of 
Mr.  Ellis  contained  the  payments 
upon  three  hundred  fifty-two  fhips; 
that  of  Colonel  Barre,  upon  one 

hundred 
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mndred  and  ten ;  befid.es  that  of  the 
reafurer  in  office.  Had  thefe  pav- 
nents  been  made  upon  lifts  of  ar- 
ears,  they  would  have  been  all 
nade  by  the  t reafurer  in  office,  and 
here  would  have  been  four  returns  * 
>nly,  each  containing  a  fin  de  ani¬ 
le,  being  the  amount  of  all  the  pay- 
nents  upon  the  lift  of  arrears  at  that 
>ort  during  that  month,  and  pofted 
n  the  ledger  to  the  account  of. pay- 
nents  on  lifts  of  arrears ;  fo  that,  in¬ 
lead  of  four  hundred  fixty-two 
eparate  articles  inferted  in  the  re¬ 
urns,  entered  in  the  certificates, 
nd  pofted  into  the  ledger,  four  en- 
ries  only  would  have  been  made  in 
ach,  and  confequently  twelve  en- 
ries  would  have  ferved  inftead  of 
hirteen  hundred  eighty-fix,  for  thele 
layments  in  that  month  only. 

If  the  fhips  books  of  a  treafurer 
aay  be  doled  upon  his  death  or  re- 
ignation,  that  which  is  affigned  as 
he  principal  caufe  for  the  delay  in 
flaking  up  his  accounts  is  removed  : 
lot  that  this  caufe  is  wide  enough 
o  cover  the  delay.  The  fhips  books 
.re  in  arrear  feven  years  only,  but 
he  accounts  are  in  arrear  above 
wenty  years;  and  this  delay  refts 
nth  the  office  of  the  treafurer;  for 
he  materials  which  compofe  the 
.ccounts  of  the  year  1762,  are  not 
omplete  in  the  office  of  th*nuditors 
>f  the  impreft ;  the  reafon  given  for 
t  is,  a  want  of  officers  and  clerks 
n-operly  qualified  to  make  up  the 
.ccounts  in  arrear;  for  which  the 
emedy  is  obvious. 

This  examination  has  enabled  us 
o  form  an  opinion  upon  another 
ioint  of  moment  to  the  public.  The 
egillature  have,  in  the  laft  ieffion  of 
parliament,  introduced  into  the  of- 
ice  of  the  paymafter  general  of  the 
orces  a  regulation,  which,  as  it  feems 
0  us,  may  be  applied  as  beneficially 
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to  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy.  The  cuftody  of  the  cafti  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  navy  fervices,  may 
be  transferred  from  the  treafurer  to 
the  bank  of  England,  and  the  ac¬ 
count  only  of  the  receipts  and  pay¬ 
ments  be  kept  in  his  office.  All  the 
fums  now  received  by  him  may  fee 
received  by  the1  bank:  fums  from 
the  exchequer  may  be  imprefted 
to  the  bank:  fums  direded  by  the 
letters  of  the  different  boards  to  be 
be  paid  to  him,  may  be  dire&ed  to 
be  paid  into  the  bank;  All  bills  af¬ 
figned  upon  him  for  payment  may 
be  paid,  and  all  extra  payments  may¬ 
be  made  by  his  drafts  -upon  the 
bank.  The  payment  of  the  feamen, 
the  artificers  tjnd  labourers  in  the 
yards,  and  the  perfons  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal  fhips,  and  on  the  half  pay  lifts, 
muft  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  it  is  now ;  thefe  men.  cannot  be 
paid  by  drafts  ;  they  muft  have  cafh; 
and  with  that  cafh  the  pay  clerks 
muft  be  entrufted,  as  they  are  at 
preient,  and  the  treafurer  muft  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  refponlible  for  them,  as 
for  officers  of  Ins  appointment  and 
under  his  control;  but  tills  will  be 
no  obftrudion  to  the  regulation 
The  money  may  be  all  iftiied  to  the 
pay  clerks  by  the  drafts  of  the  trea¬ 
furer  upon  the  bank,  according  to 
the  requisitions  of  the  navy  board* 
in  like  manner  as  many  of  thefe 
fums  are  iftiied  at  this  day;  and  up¬ 
on  the  death  or  refignation  of  at 
treafurer,  the  balances  of  his  cafti  m 
the  bank,  and  in  the  hands  of  his 
pay  clerks,  may  be  ftruck  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  carried  over  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  his  fucceftor.  In  this  iitua- 
tion  the  treafurer,  neither  receiving 
nor  paying  public  money  himfelfi 
can  be  neither  debtor  to  nor  credi¬ 
tor  of  the  public,  except  as -far  as  he 
may  be  refboniib’e  for  his  clerks. 
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On  puffing  his  accounts,  the  bill  in- 
dorfed,  or  requifition  of  the  navy 
board,  is  both  his  authority  and 
voucher  for  his  draft.  The  draft 
indorfed  is  the  voucher  for  the  bank 
to  prove  their  payment.  If  thefe 
accounts  agree  (and  they  ought 
frequently  to  be  compared  together) 
it  is  highly  probable  that  they  are 
both  right. 

The  only  remaining  fource  of  de¬ 
lay,  in  the  accounts  of  the  treaiu- 
rer  of  the  navy,  that  has  come  under 
our  obfervation,  is  the  neceffity,  a- 
riiing  from  the  prefent  courfe  of  the 
exchequer,  that  thefe  accounts  fhould 
pals  through  the  office  of  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  impreft.  Public  ac¬ 
counts  ought  certainly  to  be  fully 
and  accurately  examined  fomewhere. 
The  officer  •  entrufted  with  public 
money  fhould  give  an  account  what 
he  has  done  with  it and  the  pub¬ 
lic  have  a  right  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
knowing,  that  their  money  has  been 
applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  gave  it. 

The  treafurer  of  the  navy  is  an  of¬ 
ficer  merely  miniilerial :  He  neither 
receives  nor  pays  in  confequence  of 
any  judgment  of  his  own;  but  as  he 
is  direded,  or  according  to  lifts  pre¬ 
pared  for  him,  and  rules  prescribed, 
him;  and  therefore  to  pals  his  ac¬ 
counts,  is  no  more  than  to  fee  that  he 
has  an  authority,  -  and  a  corred 
voucher,  for  every  payment  he 
claims  to  be  allowed^ 

We  learn  from  the  information  of 
George  Marfh,  efq.  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  navy  ;  and  from 
Jonas  Hanway,  efq.  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  vidualling ;  and 
from  Mr.  Nathan  Giow,  chief  clerk 
to  the  commiffioners  of  fick  and  hurt, 
that  the  (j^ornmiffioners  of  each  office 
are  entrufted  with  the  power  of  mak¬ 
ing  all  contrads,  whether  for  the 
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purchafe  of  ftores  or  materials,  0: 
for  the  performance  of  fervices  it] 
their  feveral  departments  :  that  Cer-j 
tain  officers  are  appointed  or  offici 
ally  bound  to  fuperintend  the  execu ' 
tion  of  the  contrads ;  and  no  pay¬ 
ment  is  direded  to  be  made  but  up¬ 
on  the  certificate  or  teftimony,  ir 
fome  lhape  or  other,  of  thefe  officer: 
that  the  contrads  have  been  execut¬ 
ed  to  the  amount  of  the  demand  with 
honefty  and  fidelity,  and  according 
to  the  terms  andconditions  of  the  en¬ 
gagement.  Certain  officers  of  theft 
boards,  in  their  refpedive  depart¬ 
ments,  compare  the -bills  with  the 
terms  of  the  contrads,  and  examine 
the  computations  and  callings.  The 
commiffioners,  relying  upon  theii 
accuracy  and  fidelity,  affign  the 
bill  fo  examined  upon  the  treafurei 
for  payment.  The  treafurer,  be¬ 
fore  he  tranfmits  his  account  or  ledg¬ 
er  to  the  auditors  of  the  impreft, 
fends  the  feveral  parts  of  it  to  dif 
ferent  branches  of  the  navy,  vidual- 
ling,  and  fick  and  hurt  offices,  will, 
the  vouchers :  the  officers  whofe 
bufinefs  it  is,  in  thefe  departments 
compare  the  articles  in  the  ledge, 
with  their  correfpondent  vouchers 
and  with  the  entries  in  their  book: 
of  office ;  this  examination  warrant, 
the  fubferiptiqn  of  the  commiffioner: 
of  the  navy  to  the  ledger  entries 
The  auditor  ' compares  the  abftrah 
.with  the  particular  items  that  com- 
pofe  it :  he  recalls  and  recompute: 
the  compound  articles,  and  make: 
fome  alteration  in  the  arrangemen 
of  others. 

From  this  Hate  of  the  progrefs  0: 
thefe  accounts,  it  feems  to  us  thai 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy  are  in  fad  not  audited  by  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft,  but  by  th< 
commiffioners  of  the  navy. 

To  the  commiffioners  of  the  ft 
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vetal  boards  is  committed  the  im¬ 
portant  truft  of  making  and  decid¬ 
ing  upon  the  execution  of  all  con¬ 
tracts .  They  are  the  foie  judges  of 
the  reafonablenefs  of  the  terms,  and 
of  the  fidelity  with  which  they  are 
fulfilled :  they  direct  the  payments 
Dr  fums  to  be  advanced  on  account, 
tonfequent  to  the  complete  or  part 
performance  of  the  contracts.  Hence 
they  are  the  ultimate  judges  of  the 
ground  and  confideration  of  every 
payment.  Thefe  powers  mult  be 
intruded  fome where  without  ap¬ 
peal  ;  and  where,  to  all  appearance, 
o  properly  as  with  the  prefiding 
officers  of  the  feveral  boards,  fub- 
eCt  to  the  fuperintending  eye  of 
parliament  ? 

Of  this  material  branch  of  an 
ludit,  the  auditor  of  the  imprefl  has 
io  cognizance :  from  the  nature 
ind  conllitution  of  his  office,  he  is 
lot  competent  to  examine  into  the 
grounds  of  thefe  payments;  or,  if 
le  could  examine,  can  he  be  quali- 
ie^  to  decide  upon  the  propriety 
)f  them  ?  Neither  does  he  fee  any 
vouchers  (except  for  the  few  extra 
layments)  :  he,  relies  upon  the 
eftimony  gf  the  commiffioners  of 
he  navy  (a  tedimony  he  is  bound 
iot  to  call  in  quell  ion)  that  they 
xid,  and  warrant  the  entries  :  he 
.oes  no  more,  in  fadt,  than  what  has 
ieen  previoufly,  and  to  all  appear- 
nce  fufiiciently,  done  to  his  hands 
[i  the  navy  office,  except  the  dif- 
ofing  of  certain  articles  in  different 
rder ;  which,  as  far  as  it  is  ufeful, 
lay  eafily  be  adopted  in  the  office 
f  the  treafu-rer;  where  they  are 
ow  profiting  by  his  example  in  the 
rrangement  of  the  infupers.  Errors 
lay  certainly  efcape  the  navy  and 
ther  officers.  The  auditor  difco- 
eredan  error,  in  the  account  of  the 
ear  1759,  °f  a  double  charge  of 


PAPERS.  [351 

eighty-feven  pounds  ten  {hillings: 
and,  extend  the  chain  of  re-exami¬ 
nation  to  any  given  length,  the  pof- 
fibility  of  error  mull  exiit  in  the  lad 
link.  The  auditor  himfelf  is  not 
perfect :  errors  in  his  accounts  have 
been  difcovered  in  the  pipe  office, 
and  corredted  by  him. 

Since,  then,  the  accounts  of  the 
treafuref  of  the  navy  are,  in  effect, 
paffied,  and  with  fufficient  care  and 
accuracy,  in  the  offices  to  which  they 
feverally  relate,  and  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  parts  of  the  examination  are 
intruded  to  thofe  officers  without 
control,  it  feems  reufonable  to  flip- 
pofe  the  computations  and  callings, 
generally  tfie  bufinefs  of  clerks  in 
office,  may,  witli  equal  fafety,  be 
finally  committed  to  the  fame  deci- 
don. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
auditing  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy,  in  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impred,  is  unne- 
ceffary,  and  may  be  difpenfed  with; 
that  the  proceedings  of  that  office 
upon  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers 
now  before  them  Ihould  ceafe,  and 
the  materials  relative  thereto  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  office  of  the  treafurer, 
and  that  the  auditors  fhould  be  re¬ 
lieved  and  difcharged  from  all  at¬ 
tention  to  them  for  the  future. 

Faffing  public  accounts  without 
the  intervention  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impred,  is  no  novelty  in  the  ex¬ 
chequer.  Thomas  Rumfey,  efq. 
deputy  auditor  of  the  excife,  in¬ 
formed  us  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  accounts  of  the  duties  under  the 
management  of  the  commiffioners 
of  excife  are  paffied.  Thefe  com¬ 
miffioners  are  all  jointly  account¬ 
able  for  the  fums  received  and  paid 
by  them  on  account  of  the  excife, 
and  other  duties  committed  to  their 
trud:  they  do  not  pafs  their  ac¬ 
counts. 
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Counts  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  impreft,  but  in  that  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  excife  ;  an  office  in- 
ffituted  for  that  fpecial  purpofe. 
The  accounts  they  pafs  every  year, 
are,  fixteen  cafh  accounts,  and  fe- 
venteen  general  accounts.  All  ex¬ 
cept  the  malt  are  made  up  to  the 
5th  of  July.  Each  cafh  account 
contains  the  account  of  the  weekly 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  com- 
miffioners  themfelves  only,  relative 
to  one  or  more  duties.  It  is  made 
out  by  the  accountant  general  in 
whole  department  thofe  duties  are. 
After  examination,  it  is  fworn  to  by 
all  the  commiffioners,  before  the 
curfitor  baron  of  the  exchequer, 
about  the  May  following ;  after 
which,  it  is  delivered  to  the  auditor 
of  excife,  with  all  the  vouchers :  he 
examines  them,  and  reduces  the  ac¬ 
count  into  the  official  form  of  the 
exchequer:  he  makes  out  two  parts, 
one  on  parchment,  the  other  on  pa¬ 
per,  as  is  done  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft. 

Belides  thefe  cafh  accounts,  the 
general  accounts  are  likewife  made 
up  every  year  by  the  accountants 
general,  to  the  fame  period.  Thefe 
general  accounts  are  more  compre- 
henfive  than  the  cafh  accounts. 
They  contain  all  the  receipts  and 
payments  of  each  particular  duty 
by  every  collector  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  at  the  office  in  Lon¬ 
don  :  they  are  figned  by  the  refpec- 
tive  accountants  general,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  auditor  with  the  vouch¬ 
ers.  He  examines  and  reduces  them 
into  the  like  official  forms,  and  makes 
Out  funilar  parts  of  them.  They 
are  not  fworn  to  by  any  one.  Both 
the  cafh  and  general  accounts  are 
figned  by  the  deputy  auditor  of  ex¬ 
cite,  declared  every  year,  ufually  in 
June  or  July,  before  the  chancel¬ 


lor  of  the  exchequer,  and  figned  1: 
him  and  two  lords  of  the  treafur) 
after  which,  the  auditor  delivers  tl 
parts  parchment  to  the  king 
remembrancer,  and  retains  the  d< 
clarations  in  his  own  office.  Tl 
total  charge  upon  the  commiffione: 
of  excife,  for  the  year  1778,  wj 
7,479,613/.;  the  total  difeharg 
was  5,656,829  /. 

We  find  likewife,  from  the  ex 
amination  of  Mr.  James  Rouland: 
firft  clerk  in  the  office  of  Jamc 
Weft,  efq.  one  of  the  auditors  of  th 
land  revenue,  that  the  accounts  c 
the  receivers  general  .of  the  lan 
tax,  window  tax,  and  of  fever; 
other  duties,  are  not  paffed  in  th 
office  of  the  auditors  of  the  impref 
but  in  the  office  where  he  is  era 
ployed. 

Since,  then,  the  courfe  of  the  ex 
chequer  does  not  render  it  abfo 
lutely  neceffary  that  all  publi 
accounts  fhould  be  palled  in  the  of 
flee  of  the  auditors  of  the  impref 
we  fee  no  reafon  why  the  navy  ac 
counts  may  not  proceed  iti  the  lik 
tlain  with  thofe  of  the  excife.  O 
thefe  duties  the  commiffioners  them 
felves  are  the  accountants ;  an< 
therefore  a  diftindt  office  is  ap 
pointed  for  the  palling  them  ;  bu 
in  the  navy,  the  treafurer  being  th< 
accountant,  and  neither  appointee 
by,  nor  fubjeeft  to,  the  commiffioners 
his  accounts  may,  without  dange 
of  coilufion,  be  completely,  as  the] 
are  now  in  by  far  the  moft  materia 
£>art,  palled  by  the  commiffioners  0 
the  navy  ;  they  may  be  reduced  int< 
the  exchequer  form  in  the  treafurer’ 
office,  adopting  from  the  auditor  hi 
arrangement  of  the  articles,  am 
may  be  paffed  through  the  excheque, 
offices. 

All  thefe  public  accounts,  11 
whatever  office  paffed,  are  drawi 

'  »] 


STATE  PAPERS. 


[ 353 


up  in  the  official  form  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer;  and,  after  declaration,  the 
part  on  parchment  paftes  through 
the  three  feveral  offices  of  t1^  king’s 
remembrancer,  the  lord  treafurer’s 
remembrancer,  and  the  pipe.  We 
endeavoured  to  learn,  from  the  of¬ 
ficers  employed  inthefe  departments* 
to  what  purpofe  thefe  accounts  were 
gaffed  through  fo  many  offices. 

Adam  Martin,  efq.  the  fir  ft  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  king’s  remem¬ 
brancer  ;  and  John  Perrott,  efq. 
5rfl  fecondary  in  the  office  of  the 
ord  treafurer’s  remembrancer  ;  and 
VI r.  Peter  Sykes,  deputy  to  the  firft 
econdary  in  the  pipe-office,  inform 
Js,  that  a  date  or  abdradf  of  every 
>ublic  account,  after  it  is  palled,  is 
nrolled  in  thefe  offices,  and  in  the 
wo  firffc  the  infupCrs  are  in  rolled 
'erbatim ;  but  in  the  lad,  the  grols 
um  only,  fet  infuper,  is  entered 
pon  the  roll  without  the  names, 
nlefs  where  there  are  but  few  of 
Item.  This  inrollment  is  the  re- 
ord  of  the  account  in  each  office ; 
nd,  in  the  office  of  the  king’s  re- 
tembrancer,  warrants  the  procefs  ' 
tat  iffues  againd  the  accountant, 
'hether  it  be  the  ordinary  procefs 
f  diftringas  ad  compntandum ,  or  the 
)ecial  procefs  of  capias  ad  computan- 
um,  or  any  procefs  for  recovering 
debt  due  to  the  crown.  No  ge- 
sral  procefs  can  idiie  from  this  of- 
ce,  unlefs  founded  on  matter  of  re- 
>rd  in  the  office  :  but,  in  the  two 
her  offices,  the  inrollment  feems 
i  be  of  no  ufe  ;  np  procefs  iffues 
om  either  of  them,  in  confequence 
or  grounded  on  that  record.  The 
ng  writ,  which  is  the  procefs  that 
ues  out  of  the  office  of  the  lord 
“afurer’s  remembrancer, is  ground- 
>  wpon  the  nichil  record  tranfmit- 
d  to  them  from  the  pipe-office. 
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On  the  roll  of  foreign  accounts 
in  the  pipe-office,  which  contains 
the  abdradts  of  all  the  public  ac¬ 
counts,  no  procefs  whatever  iffues; 
The  words,  either  “  quietus  eft”  or 
“  he  is  quit  ft  are  written  at  the 
bottom  of  every  abftradt  upon  the 
roll,  and  a  copy  is  delivered  to  the 
accountant,  which  is  his  quietus. 

Public  accounts,  or  abdradts  of 
them,  ought  to  be  inrolled,  and  the 
records  of  them  preferved  in  fome 
office  or  other :  but  enrolling  them 
in  three  diderent  branches  of  an 
office,  feems  to  be  more  than  is  ne- 
ceffary.  In  that  of  the  king’s  re¬ 
membrancer  it  is  necedary,  as  the 
ground  for  the  procefs ;  and  that 
inrollment  anfwers  all  the  purpofes 
of  a  record ;  it  may  be  confulted 
for  information,  or  it  may  be  pro¬ 
duced,  if  wanted,  in  evidence  :  the 
other  two  feem  utterly  ufelefs,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  difpenfed  with, 
and  the  fees  faved  to  the  public. 
The  fees  paid  to  the  pipe  for  the 
quietus  upon  Mr.  Grenville’s  ac¬ 
count  for  the  year  1759,  were 
eighty -one  pounds  ten  ihillings. 
The  account  itfelf  being  lodged  in 
this  office,  a  very  fhort  abdradt, 
with  the  quietus  fubferibed,  may  be 
delivered  to  the  accountant  as  his 
final  difcharge. 

An  account  in  the  exchequer 
form  is  in  Engliih,  but  contains 
fome  Latin  terms.  The  impred 
roll  is  all  written  in  an  abridgement 
of  the  Latin  language.  The  fums 
in  both  are  expreffed  in  charadlcrs 
that  are,  in  general,  corruptions  of 
the  old  text,  and  are  in  ufe  np 
where,  that  we  can  find,  but  in  the 
exchequer ;  charadlers  very  liable 
to  midakes,  inconvenient  and  trou  - 
blefome  even  to  the  officers  them- 
fel  yes :  the  hums  fo  ^xprefled  can- 
[ZJ  not 
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not  be  call  up.  Moft  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  exchequer  are  made 
up  twice ;  fir  ft  in  common  figures, 
that  they  may  be  added  together ; 
and  then  turned  into-  Latin,  and 
the  fums  entered  in  the  exchequer 
figures :  and,  that  the  high  numbers 
in  a  declared  account  may  be  un- 
derftood,  they  are  written  in  com¬ 
mon  figures  under  the  characters. 
They  are  defective,  having  no  cha¬ 
racters  to  exp  refs  high  numbers,  as 
millions ;  they  are  unintelligible  to 
the  perfons  either  receiving,  or  hav¬ 
ing  other  money  tranfaftions  at  the 
exchequer. 

The  aft  of  the  4th  of  his  late  ma- 
jefty,  chapter  26th,  “  to  remedy 
ft  the  mifehiefs  arifing  from  pro- 
“  ceedings  in  courts  of  juftice  being 
<£  in  an  unknown  language,  and  in 
e:  a  character  not  legible  to  any 

but  perfons  praftifing  the  law,5’ 
direfts  that  ail  fuck  proceedings 
lhall  be  in  the  Englilh  language, 
and  written  in  a  common  legible 
hand  and  char-after,  and  in  words 
at  length,  and  not  abbreviated.  This 
aft  is  declared,  by  the  fixth  of  the 
fame  king,  chapter  6th,  not  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  court  of  the  receipt  of 
his  majefty’s  exchequer ;  but  that 
their  officers  lhall  carry  on  the  bu- 
finefs  according  to  the  ufual  forms 
and  praftice.  No  reafon  is  Hated 
in  the  aft,  or  appears  to  us,  for  this 
exemption ;  and,  therefore  we  are 
at  liberty,  without  the  imputation 
OiL  impeaching  the  wifdom  of  thofe 
times,  to  fay,  that  the  many  incon¬ 
veniences  attending,  this  praftice, 
call  for  the  extension  of  the  aft  of 
the  fourth  of  George  the  fecond,  to 
the  court  of  the  receipt  of  his  ma- 
jdiy’s  exchequer.  It  does  not  feem 
reafonable,  that  this  fhould  be  the 
«mly  court  whofe  proceedings  are 


to  remain  involved  in  myftery  and 
obfeurity. 

Simplicity*  uniformity,  and  per-* 
fpicuity,  are  qualities  of  excellence 
in  every  account,  both  public  and 
private ;  and  accounts  of  public 
money,  as  they  concern  all,  fliould 
be  intelligible  to  all :  nor  is  this 
learning  in  danger  of  being  loft ; 
the  bent  of  the  antiquarian,  and  the 
intereft  of  the  keeper  of  records 
will  preferve  it. 

The  ufe  of  the  Englilh  language, 
and  of  the  common  figures  only, 
will  fave  the  time  and  trouble  of 
the  officers  ;  a  confideration  of 
weight,  in  an  office  ^where,  at  this 
time,  the  receipt  and  ifthe  is  of 
above  thirty  millions  each  in  the 
year. 

As  fuggefting  means  for  con» 
trafting  the  public  expences  is  one 
great  end  of  our  inftituticn,  to  which 
every  aft  exprefsly  points  our  at-* 
tention,  we  enquired  what  faving 
would  accrue  to  the  public  from 
this  exemption  of  the  accounts-  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy  from  the 
jurifdiftion  of  the  auditors  of  the 
imp  reftp  to  this  end,  we  required 
from  that  office  a  lift  of  the  expences 
attending  the  palling  the  account  of 
the  year  1759,  which  had  been  un¬ 
der  our  confideration. 

The  lift  tranfmitted  to  us,  con¬ 
tains  fees  to  the  amount  of  1,278/. 
4-f.  2  d.  ;  of  which  the  fiim  paid  in 
the  office  of  the  auditor  is  1,091/. 
gs.  6d.  The  auditor  himfelf  has 
a  fee  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  5 
and  at  the'  rate  of  twenty  pounds 
for  every  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
contained  in  the  charge,  dedufting 
the  balance  in  the  preceding  ac¬ 
count.  Hence,  if  thefe  accounts 
are  immediately  >  withdrawn  from 
the  auditor,  the  faving  will  be,  in 
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his  fees  alone  (omitting  thofe  to 
the  deputy  and  clerks)  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  for  every  year  fmce 
1761,  that  is,  2,1  oo /.  for  every 
100,000/.  on  above  70  millions, 
which  are  yet  to  pafs  his  office 
(exclufive  of  what  the  voluntary 
charge |  ,of  the  treasurers  may  a- 
mountrto  in  thofe  years)  that  is, 
together,  upwards  of  i6,gqo  I.  de¬ 
ducting  a  reafonable  compenfation 
for  the  trouble  they  have  had  in 
examining  thofe  parts  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  years  fubfequent  to 
the  year  1761,  which  have  been 
delivered  into  the  office.  The  an¬ 
nual  favirig  for  the  future  will  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  navy  eftablilhment 
of  the  year. 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured,  by 
fuggelKng  fuch  regulations  as  ap¬ 
pear  to  us  beft  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  to  remove  the  caufes  of 
delay  that  have  hitherto  retarded 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy. 

The  benefits  intended  to  remit 
from  them  are— to  fecure  the  public 
money  from  mifuie to  reduce  the 
outilandine  balances  for  the  navv 
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fervices ; — to  enable  the  treafurer 
to  end  his  buiinefs  with  his  office, 
and  to  pafs  his  accounts  with 
greater  facility  and  expedition ; 
and,  fhould  he  retire  in  difguft,  to 
deprive  him  of  the  power  of  dif- 
turbing  the  pay  of  the  navy,  by  a 
refufal  to  carry  on  tire  payment  of 
the  fhips ; — and,  finally,  to  further 
the  plan  of  ceconomy,  by  lopping 
oft  feme  branches  of  expence. 

The  annual  faving  propofed  by 
ffie  regulation  does  not  appear  very 
confiderable ;  when  compared  with 
the  fupply  oi  the  year,  it  vanifhes ; 
hut  fucii  is  the  Hate  of  the  public 
finances,  that  favings  comparatively 
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minute  are  not  to  be  negledted  ;  to 
reduce  ah  enormous  public  debt, 
indifpenfably  requires  a  fyftem  of 
general  ceconomy  ;  an  ceconomy  co- 
extenfive  with  the  receipt  and  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
that  pervades  every  branch  of  both ; 
and,  though  the  favings  in  each 
branch,  feparately  confidered,  may, 
to  minds  accuftomed  to  the  con¬ 
templation  of  millions,  appear  be¬ 
neath  attention,  yet  of  fuch  favings 
is  compofed  an  aggregate,  that 
grows  to  an  objed,  and  confdtute* 
the  fund  for  redemption. 

,  Powerful  and  effectual  may  be 
the  operation  of  a  principle  univer- 
fally  difFufed,  and  Iteadily  adhered 
to ;  and  upon  fuch  an  operation 
only  depends  the  charafter  of  na¬ 
tional  juibice,  the  fupports  of  national 
credit,  and  the  prefervaticn  of 
public  welfare.  ; 

Every  reform  mud  proceed  by- 
degrees  ;  it  fp reads  wider  and  fader, 
in  proportion  as  regulations  are 
formed,  adopted,  and  carried  into 


execution.  The  exigency  of  theie 
times  demands  that  every  regula¬ 
tion,  if  approved,  fhould,  as  foon 
as  it  is  formed,  be  applied  to  its 
proper  objed,  that  a  Hop  may  be 
put,  as  foon  as  poffible,.  to  every 
unnecdlary  and  improper  expence. 
The  weight  of  debt  prefixes;  and 
procraftination  both  ir.creafes  the 
p  re  dure,  and  more  and  more  ern- 
barrulfes  the  means  of  relief;  and, 
for  this  reafon,  we  have  thought  it 
incumbent  upon  us  not  to  defer  our 
report  until  we  had  proceeded  fur¬ 
ther  in  the  invedigation  of  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft; 
but  to  fubmit  to  the  wifidom  of  par¬ 
liament  the  regulations  that  have 
thus  far  occurred  to  us,  applicable 
to  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of' the 


navy. 


3S6  j  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790. 

navy,  to  the  end  that  no  advantage  Office  of  Accounts, 
whatsoever,  that  can  be  derived  Surrey  Street, 
from  the  execution  of  the  important  December  20th,  1782. 


trull  repofed  in  us  by  the  legiflature, 
may,  by  our  neglect  or  delay,  be 
withheld,  for  one  moment,  from  the 
public. 
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Biographical  and  Literary  Anecdotes  of 
Haller;  from  Coxe’r  'Travels  in 
Switzerland,  vol.  ii. 

BiERNE  has  produced  few  men 
I  highly  eminent  in  literature; 
but  has  ekablifhed  her  glory  in  be¬ 
ing  the  birth-place  of  the  celebrated 
Haller. 

Albert  Haller,  the  youngeft  of 
five  brothers,  was  born  on  the  16th 
of  October  1708.  His  father,  Ema¬ 
nuel  Haller,  a  citizen  of  Berne, 
pra&ifed  the  law  as  an  advocate 
with  great  fuccefs ;  and  in  1713 
Removed  from  the  capital  to  Baden, 
^vhere  he  was  appointed  fecretary 
bf  that  bailliage. 

Although  many  accounts  are  ufu- 
ally  related  concerning  the  early  ge¬ 
nius  of  dikinguilhed  perfons,  which 
do  not  always  deferve  implicit  cre¬ 
dit;  yet  the  premature  abilities  and 
application  of  Haller  are  incontef- 
tably  proved.  When  he  had  fcarcely 
attained  his  fifth  year,  he  was  ac- 
Cttftomed  to  write  the  new  words, 
which  he  recolle&ed  to  have  heard 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  His  pro- 
grefs  in  the  languages  was  fo  rapid, 
that  in  his  tenth  year  he  could  tranf- 
iate  from  the  Greek,  and  compofed 
for  his  own  private  ufe  a  Chaldaic 
grammar,  a  Greek  and  Hebrew 
lexicon.  His  paffion  for  letters  was 
alfo  fo  general  and  ardent,  that, 
Vol.  XX.XII 
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about  the  fame  period,  he  abridged 
from  Bayle  and  Moreri  an  hikorical 
di&ionary,  comprifing  above  two 
thoufand  lives,  and  dikinguifhed 
himfelf  by  a  fatire  in  Latin  verfe 
againlt  his  preceptor  Abraham  Bail- 
lodz,  a  perlbn  of  confiderable  learn¬ 
ing,  but  of  a  capricious  and  morofe 
difpolition. 

Such  unwearied  application,  and 
fuch  akonifhing  progrefs,  in  a  youth 
of  his  years,  ought  to  have  enfured 
the  approbation  and  encouragement 
of  his  family.  On  the  contrary, 
his  father,  who  had  dekined  him  to 
the  law,  reproved  his  growing  take 
for  polite  literature,  was  particularly 
offended  at  his  inclination  for  poe¬ 
try,  as  likely  to  draw  him  from  the 
feverer  occupations,  and  objetted 
to  the  variety  of  his  purfuits  as  too 
defultory  and  fuperkcial.  He  did 
not  confider,  that,  during  childhood, 
the  principal  requiiite  of  education 
is  to  infufe  a  take  for  application  in 
general ;  and,  that  when  the  bafe  of 
education  is  rendered  as  broad  as 
poflible,  it  may  always,  like  a  pyra¬ 
mid,  be  reduced  to  a  point.  But 
neither  his  father’s  repeated  exhor¬ 
tations,  nor  his  preceptor’s  fevere 
admonitions,  could  oblige  the  youth 
to  confine  his  kudies  to  one  objedl, 
or  check  his  infatiable  thirk  for  ge¬ 
neral  information. 

In  this  manner  he  was  educated 
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until  1721,  when,  on  his  father’s 
death,  he  was  removed  to  the  public 
fchool  at  Berne.  He  was  placed  in 
a  clafs  far  above  his  age ;  and  ufu- 
&lly  wrote  in  Greek  the  exercife, 
which  he  was  expefted  to  compofe 
in  the  Latin  tongue. 

In  1723,  he  obtained  permiflion 
to  accompany  a  young  friend  to 
Bienne,  in  order  to  be  inftru&ed  in 
philofophy  by  the  father  of  his 
companion,  who  was  a  celebrated 
phyfician.  But  his  new  preceptor 
being  a  bigot  to  the  Cartefian 
fchool,  Haller  foon  rejefled  with, 
difdain  that  logic  and  philofophy, 
which  tended  .to  cramp  his  genius 
rather  than  extend  his  knowledge  ; 
and  continued  to  cultivate  hiftory, 
poetry,  and  polite  literature,  but 
with  as  little  order  and  method  as 
might  be.expe&ed  from  his  years. 

Haller,  during  his  refidence  at 
Bienne,  began  a  cuftom,  which  he 
afterwards  followed  through  life, 
that  of  writing  his  opinion  of  the 
books  which  he  perufed,  and  mak¬ 
ing  large  extracts  from  them.  His 
genius  being  alfo  awakened  by  the 
romantic  fcenery  of  the  country  to 
poetical  enthuflam,  he  compofed 
various  pieces  in  the  epic,  dramatic, 
and  lyric  ftyles.  He  was  at  this 
time  fo  entirely  abforbed  in  this 
favourite  lludy,  that,  on  a  fire 
breaking  out  in  the  houfe  in  which 
he  refided,  he  rufhed  into  his  apart¬ 
ment,  and  refcued  his  poetry  from 
the  flames,  leaving  his  other  papers, 
with  -little  regret,  to  deflrudtion. 
Afterwards,  when  a  more  mature 
age  had  ripened  his  judgment,  he 
was  frequently  heard  to  fay,  that 
he  had  preferved  from  the  flames 
thofe  compofitions  which  he  then 
thought  the  finefl  productions  of 
human  genius,  in  order  at  a  future 


period  to  confign  them  to  deflruc* 
tion  as  unworthy  of  his  pen. 

In  this  period  of  life,  Haller  com¬ 
pares  himfelf  to  a  wild  plant,  which 
is  left  to  grow  without  pruning;: 
and  this  very  circumftance  was  pro-: 
bably  the  principal  caufe  of  his  fu¬ 
ture  proficiency,  and  the  foundation 
of  that  universal  knowledge,  to 
which  he  afterwards  attained. 

He  had  been  originally  intended 
for  the  law:  but  his  adlive  mind 
could  not  fubmit  to  follow  a  pro- 
feflion  which  would  limit  his  inqui¬ 
ries  ;  which  entirely  depended  on 
precedent  and  authority ;  ,  and  which, 
to  ufe  his  own  quotation  from  Ho¬ 
race,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Bonnet, 
obliged  him, 

Jurare  in  verba  magiftru 

And  although  he  could  not  fubmit 
to  the  fhackles  of  that  narrow  phi¬ 
lofophy,  fo  ftrongly  recommended 
and  enforced  by  his  new  preceptor, 
yet  he  appears  to  have  been  prin¬ 
cipally  determined  by  his  advice  to 
dedicate  himfelf  to  phyflc ;  the 
ftudy  of  which  comprehends  fuch 
a  variety  of  literary  purfuits,  as 
feemed  congenial  to  the  zeal  and 
a&ivity  of  his  capacious  mind.  He 
had  no  fooner  formed  this  refolu- 
tion,  than  he  adopted  a  more  regu¬ 
lar  and  uniform  plan,  than  he  had 
hitherto  been  able  to  purfue.  For 
this  purpofe  he  removed,  towards 
the  end  of  1723,  to  the  univerfity 
of  Tubingen,  where  he  profecuted 
his  fludies  with  that  unwearied  ap¬ 
plication,  which  never  forfook  him, 
under  the  profefTors  Elias  Camera- 
rius  and  Du  Vernoy.  From  Ca- 
merarius  he  learned  thofe  found 
principles  of  rational  philofophy, 
which  teach  us  firfh  to  doubt,  and 
afterwards  to  believe;  and  which 
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are  as  far  removed  from  credulity 
on  one  hand,  as  from  fcepticifm  on 
the  other.  From  the  le&ures  of 
Du  Vernoy  he  imbibed  his  firft  tafte 
for  botany,  and  made  fo  rapid  a 
progrefs  in  the  ftudy  of  anatomy, 
that  his  matter  predidled,  from  ie- 
veral  diflertations,  his  future  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  that  line.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  however,  his  ftrong  and 
invariable  attachment  to  thefe  two 
branches  of  natural  hiftory,  he  re- 
prefents  himfelf  as  ftudying  in<vita 
minerva ,  againft  nature ;  anatomy 
though  he  could  not  fupport  bad 
fmells,  and  botany  though  he  was 
extremely  fhort-fighted.  At  Tu¬ 
bingen  he  alfo  dittinguiftied  his 
knowledge  in  mineralogy,  by  re¬ 
futing  the  error  of  Tournefort,  in 
afcribing  to  foflils  a  vegetating 
power. 

During  his  continuance  in  that 
univerlity,  he  gave  an  inftance  of 
his  early  con troul  over  his  paflions ; 
a  difiicult  conqueft  for  a  young  man 
of  ftrong  feelings  and  lively  imagi¬ 
nation.  A  fingle  deviation  into 
excefs,  into  which  he  had  been 
hurried  by  the  example  of  fome  of 
his  fellow-pupils,  fo  greatly  affe&ed 
a  perfon  like  him,  no  lefs  enamour¬ 
ed  of  virtue,  than  fufceptible  of  in¬ 
genuous  foame,  that  he  inftantly 
formed  a  refolution  to  abftain  from 
wine;  and  adopted  a  ftridlnefs  of 
morals,  which  renders  highly  pro¬ 
bable  the  affertion  of  his  French 
encomiaft,  the  Marquis  de  Condor- 
cet,  that  he  was  descended  from  a 
family,  in  which  piety  might  be 
laid  to  be  hereditary. 

In  1725,  Haller  repaired  to  Ley- 
len,  to  which  place  he  was  drawn 
3y  the  great  reputation  of  Boer- 
laave.  Here  he  found  a  more  am- 
field  for  a  difplay  of  his  abilities, 
md  the  improvement  of  his  mind. 
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He  became  the  favourite  fcholar  of 
Boerhaave,  by  whofe  example  and 
encouragement  he  ftrengthened  his 
growing  inclination  for  botany.  He 
noted  down  his  matter’s  lectures  on 
the  Inftitutes  of  Medicine  with  fuch 
precifion,  as  afterwards  gave  birth 
to  one  of  his  moft  ufeful  publica¬ 
tions.  He  continued  his  anatomical 
ftudies  under  Albinus,  juft  then  rifing^ 
into  fame,  and  the  venerable  Ruych, 
who  fo  highly  improved  the  art 
of  injedling  anatomical  prepara¬ 
tions. 

The  precarious  ftate  of  his  health, 
probably  occafioned,  cr  at  leaft  in- 
creafed,  by  his  intenfe  application, 
induced  him  to  accompany  two  of 
his  countrymen  through  part  of 
Germany.  On  his  return,  in  1726, 
he  received  his  dodfor’s  degree, 
though  only  in  the  nineteenth  year 
of  his  age ;  and  publilhed  on  that 
occafion  his  inaugural  diftfertation  de 
Dudiu  falivali  Cofcb<wiz,iano. 

In  1727  he  vifited  England,  was 
favourably  received  by  C'hefelden, 
Douglas,  and  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
and  improved  his  knowledge  of  me¬ 
dicine  and  forgery  under  the  aufpi- 
ces  of  thofe  celebrated  men,  and  by 
diligently  attending  the  hofpitals. 

At  Paris,  whither  he  next  di¬ 
rected  his  courfe,  he  ftudied  botany 
under  GeofFroy  and  Jufftea;  ana¬ 
tomy  under  Le  Dran  and  Winfiow, 
a  celebrated  furgeon.  Window  was. 
indeed  his  favourite  matter,  to  whom 
he  particularly  attached  himfelf ; 
whom  he  propofed  to  his  difciples 
as  the  beft  model  for  their  imitation, 
as  an  anatomift  who,  ftiackled  by 
no  fyftem,  defcribed  limply  and 
faithfully  what  he  himfelf  obferved 
in  his  diftedtions. 

Haller  had  propofed  to  continue 
his  travels  to  Italy,  that  country 
where  medicinal  knowledge  firft 
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revived  in  the  darker  ages,  and 
where, 

Smit  veith  the  love  of  facred fong,” 

he  might  indulge  his  enthufiafm  and 
improve  his  tafle  in  claffical  litera¬ 
ture.  The  uncertain  Hate  of  his 
health,  the  tnaladie  du  pays,  which  fo 
remarkably  affedls  the  Swifs  in  fo¬ 
reign  parts,  and  on  which  he  has 
compofed  a  poem,  together  with  the 
advice  of  his  friends,  prevailed  over 
his  inclination,  and  induced  him  to 
return  to  his  native  country. 

In  his  way  to  Berne  he  flopped 
at  Bafle,  in  order  to  iludy  mathe¬ 
matics  and  algebra  under  the  cele¬ 
brated  John  Bernoulli ;  and  in  this, 
as  well  as  every  other  inflance  of 
his  life,  applied  with  fuch  inde¬ 
fatigable  perfeverance,  as  if  thofe 
fciences  were  to  form  the  foie  object 
of  his  future  refearches.  His  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  thefe  ftudies  is  fufficient- 
ly  proved  by  feveral  treatifes  flill 
extant  in  manufcript,  which  he 
compofed  on  arithmetic  and  geo¬ 
metry,  and  particularly  by  his  re¬ 
marks  on  the  Marquis  de  PHofpi- 
tal’s  Analyfis  of  Infinitefimals ;  and 
his  attachment  to  them  by  his  being 
deeply  employed  in  a  profound  cal¬ 
culation  on  the  day  of  his  marriage. 
But  though  he  made  fuch  a  progrefs 
as  afconilhed  Bernoulli  himfelf,  he 
continued  his  other  purfuits,  being 
appointed  to  read  features  on  ana¬ 
tomy  during  the  ficknefs  of  the 
profefTor :  while  he  fulfilled  the  duties 
of  that  office,  he  alfo  attended  the 
ledtures  of  Tzinger  on  the  pradlical 
parts  of  medicine ;  thus  at  the  fame 
time  difplaying,  with  equal  pro¬ 
priety,  the  dignity  of  a  profefTor, 
and  the  humility  of.  a  pupil. 

During  the  fummer  of  1729,  he, 
in  company  with  his  friend  John 
Gcfher,  made  an  excurfion  into  the 
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mountains  of  Switzerland;  an  eX-* 
curfion  rendered  memorable  by  its 
fuggefting  to  him  the  plan  of  a 
Flora  Helvetica ,  and  by  infpiring 
his  poem  on  the  Alps,  which  he 
compofed  in  the  21ft  year  of  his 
age ;  a  poem  as  fublime  and  im¬ 
mortal  as  the  mountains  which  are 
the  fubjedl  of  his  fong. 

Not  to  interrupt  thefe  biographi¬ 
cal  anecdotes  with  a  chronological 
detail  of  his  poetical  productions,  I 
fhalT  juft  mention,  that,  not  long 
after  his  poem  on  the  Alps,  he  wrote 
his  ethic  epiflles,  on  the  Imperfec¬ 
tion  of  Human  Virtue,  on  Super- 
flition  and  Infidelity,  on  the  Origin 
of  Evil,  on  the  Vanity  of  Honour, 
Various  Satires,  Doris,  a  Paftoral 
on  his  firfl  wife,  and  his  much- ad¬ 
mired  Elegy  on  her  death.  It  is  a 
convincing  proof  of  Haller’s  verfa- 
tile  genius  and  extraordinary  men¬ 
tal  powers,  that  he  fhould  haye  fo 
eminently  excelled  in  poetry,  which, 
except  in  his  early  youth,  he  never 
confidered  otherwise  than  as  an 
amufement,  either  to  foothe  him  un¬ 
der  afflictions,  and  in  the  bed  of  fick¬ 
nefs,  or  to  fonfole  him  for  the  envy 
and  neglect  of  his  contemporaries. 

The  founded;  German  critics  place 
Haller  among  the  mofl  eminent  of 
their  poets ;  and  confider  fublimity 
as  the  grand  chara&eriftic  of  his 
writings.  They  acknowledge,  that 
he  improved  the  harmony  and 
richnefs  of  his  native  tongue;  that 
he  poiTefTed  the  highefl  powers  of 
invention  and  fancy ;  great  origi¬ 
nality  both  in  his  ideas  and  lan¬ 
guage  ;  that  he  is  the  true  colourifl 
of  nature ;  that  he  founded  the 
depths  of  metaphyfical  and  moral 
fcience;  that  he  equally  excels  in 
piCturefque  defcriptions,  in  Toft  and 
delightful  imagery,in  elevated  fen- 
timents,  afid  philofophical  precifion. 

A  few 
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A  few  fupercilious  critics  have  re¬ 
proached  his  poetry  with  o<-cafional 
obfcurities ;  and  accufe  him  of  hav¬ 
ing  introduced  a  new  language 
affedledly  averfe  to  the  common 
modes  of  diftion.  Cold  criticifm 
may  cenfure;  but  twenty-two  fuc- 
ceffive  editions  of  his  German 
poems,  and  the  tranflation  of  them 
into  the  principal  languages  of 
Europe,  prove,  that  they  podefs  the 
great  aim  of  poetry,  that  ofpleafing 
and  interefting  the  reader.  And  it 
may  be  remarked  with  truth,  fifc.pfc 
although  Haller’s  ftupendous  la¬ 
bours  in  erudition  and  Ibience  ren¬ 
der  his  poetical  talents  of  inferior 
account;  yet  that  if  he  had  confined 
himfelf  to  poetry,  that  alone  would 
have  immortalized  his  name. 

But  it  is  time  to  follow  Haller  to 
his  native  city,  where  he  returned, 
in  1729,  expe&ing  from  his  coun¬ 
trymen  that  refpebt  and  patronage, 
he  had  fo  liberally  received  abroad. 
He  had,  however,  the  mortification 
to  experience  that  neglefi,  and  even 
envy,  to  which  every  man  of  genius 
is  expofed  in  his  own  country,  and 
which  he  feems  to  have  augmented 
by  his  fatirical  compofitions. 

He  continued  three  years  without 
having  the  intereft  to  procure  any 
public  employment ;  and,  though 
he  prevailed  on  government  to  efta- 
blifh  an  anatpmical  theatre,  and  gave 
lectures  gratis ;  yet  he  did  not  fucr- 
ceed  in  obtaining  the  place  of  phy- 
fician  to  the  hofpital,  which  he  much 
defired.  He  alfo  folicited  a  pro- 
fefforfhip,  and  was  again  repulfed. 
He' feems  to  have  feniibly  felt  thefe 
difappointments,  and  exprefied  his 
impatience  and  indignation  in  his 
fatirical  poems.  Inftead,  however, 
of  damping  his  adivity  or  abating 
the  ardour  of  his  genius,  he  re¬ 
doubled  his  application  and  fervices 
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in  order  19  force  himfelf  into  public 
notice. 

His  literary  reputation  began 
now  to  fpread  itfelf  by  various  bo¬ 
tanical,  anatomical,  and  medical 
publications,  and  by  a  collection  of 
poems,  which  firft  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  1732. 

At  length,  in  1736,  he  received, 
unfoheited  on  his  part,  the  offer  of 
the  profelforfhip  of  phyfic,  botany, 
and  lurgery,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Gottingen,  newly  eftablifhed  by 
George  the  Second.  Notwith- 
lianding,  however,  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  and  honours  which  accompa¬ 
nied  this  offer,  he,  for  fome  time, 
heiitated  whether  he  fhould  accept 
it.  He  had,  in  1731,  efpoufed  a 
young  lady  of  good  family,  whofe 
great  beauty  and  accomplifhments 
were  rendered  frill  more  endearing 
by  her  affedionate  fubferviency  to 
his  manner  of  life.  She  had  brought 
him  three  children ;  and  thefe  ties 
attached  him  more  flrongly  to  his 
native  place,  where  his  merits  had 
procured  him  many  fincere  friends ; 
and  the  air  of  which  he  confidered 
as  in  fome  refped  neceffary  for  the 
continuance  of  his  health.  On  the 
contrary,  the  honour  of  being  in- 
vited  by  fo  great  a  monarch,  the 
dignity  of  the  eftablifhment  to  which 
he  was  called,  and  the  confideration 
of  having  a  more  ample  theatre  for 
the  improvement  of  his  knowledge, 
induced  him  to  remove  to  Got¬ 
tingen. 

During  feventeen  years,  in  which 
he  refided  at  Gottingen,  where  his 
abilities  expanded  in  proportion  as 
his  opportunities  of  acquiring  know¬ 
ledge  increaled ;  he  obtained  from 
government  the  eitablifhment  of  a 
botanical  garden,  which  he  fuper- 
intended,  of  an  anatomical  theatre, 
a  fchool  for  midwifery,  and  a  col- 
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lege  for  the  improvement  of  fur- 
gery.  He  formed  the  plan  for  a 
Royal  Society  of  Sciences,  of  which 
he  was  appointed  perpetual  pre¬ 
sident. 

The  comprehenfive  mind  and 
verfatile  genius  of  Haller,  united 
with  his  unremitting  diligence  and 
ardour,  in  all  his  purfuits,  enabled 
him  to  cultivate  with  uncommon 
fuccefs,  a  variety  of  knowledge. 
Had  not  the  great  Swede  pre-occu- 
pied  the  field,  it  is  probable,  that 
Haller  would  have  flood  the  firft 
among  his  contemporaries  as  an  im¬ 
prover  of  botanical  knowledge. 

In  1 742,  his  great  botanical  work 
©n  the  plants  of  Switzerland,  the 
refult  of  fourteen  years  ftudy,  made 
its  appearance.  It  was  entitled, 
Enumeratio  Methodica  Stirpium  Hel¬ 
vetia?,  in  2  vols.  folio.  It  was  the 
moft  copious  Flora  the  world  had 
ever  feen,  comprifmg  1 ,840  fpecies, 
and  was  enriched  with  feveral  ad¬ 
vantages,  that  rendered  it  Angularly 
acceptable.  The  preface  contains 
a  compendious  geographical  de¬ 
scription  of  Switzerland,  and  of  the 
Alps  particularly ;  an  account  of 
all  the  authors  who  had  written  on 
the  plants  of  that  country ;  the  re¬ 
cital  of  his  own  journies;  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  thofe  who  had  affifled 
him ;  concluding  with  the  order  and 
method  he  means  to  purfue  in  this 
Wprk. 

[We  muft  refer  our  readers  for  a 
more  detailed  account  of  the  bota¬ 
nical  and  medical  works  of  Haller, 
to  Mr.  Coxe’s  valuable  letter,  from 
which  thefe  extracts  are  taken.] 

He  proceeds  to  inform  us  that 
Haller’s  emoluments  augmented  as 
his  merits  were  difplayed ;  and  ho¬ 
nours  flowed  upon  him  from  all 
quarters.  He  was  elefted,in  1748, 
into  the  Royal  Society  of  Stock- 
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holm,  into  that  of  London  in  1749, 
and  in  1754  chofen  one  of  the  eight 
foreign  members  in  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris.  In  1739,  he 
was  appointed  phyfician  to  George 
the  Second,  and  king’s  counfellor 
in  1740.  In  1749,  the  emperor 
Francis  conferred  on  him  letters  of 
nobility  at  the  requefl  of  George 
the  Second ;  and  about  the  fame 
time  the  king,  in  a  vifit  which  he 
paid  to  the  univerfity,  diftinguiftied 
Haller  with  particular  marks  of  ap¬ 
probation. 

He  declined,  in  1745,  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  Oxford,  which  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  terminated  in  his  nomi¬ 
nation  to  the  profelforfliip  of  bo¬ 
tany,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the 
celebrated  Dillenius ;  a  fecond  from 
the  univerfity  of  Utrecht ;  and,  in 
1750,  a  third  from  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  with  the  ofler  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  penfion. 

At  length,  in  1753,  induced  by 
the  precarious  flate  of  his  health, 
by  the  defire  of  removing  from 
Gottingen,  which  he  called  the 
grave  of  his  wives,  and  by  his 
earned:  anxiety  to  dedicate  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days  to  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  he  took  a  journey 
to  Berne,  in  order  to  procure  an 
eftablifhment,  which,  though  not 
adequate  to  his  prefent  appoint¬ 
ments,  might  place  him  in  the 
bofom  of  his  beloved  Switzerland, 

His  grateful  country  rewarded 
thisdifinterefted  attachment  with  the 
moft  liberal  and  unbounded  confi¬ 
dence,  and  employed  his  taleijts  in 
the  public  fervice. 

In  S757,  he  was  fent  to  reform 
the  academy  of  Laufanne ;  and,  in 
the  following  year,  was  deputed 
by  the  Senate  to  examine  fome  cu¬ 
rious  remains  of  antiquity  lately 
difcovered  at  Qulai.  About  the 
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fame  time  he  was  appointed  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  falt-works  at  Bex  and 
Aigle,  with  an  annual  falary  of 
^.500.  During  the  term  of  this 
appointment,  which  continued  fix 
years,  he  refided  at  La  Roche. 

Qn  his  return  to  Berne  he  was 
eledted  member  of  the  chamber  of 
appeal  for  the  German  diftridt,  of 
the  council  of  finances,  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  for  matrimonial  affairs,  and 
for  improving  the  fmall  livings  in 
the  French  diftridl  of  the  canton  : 
he  was  alfo  appointed  perpetual  af- 
fefl’or  of  the  Council  of  Health, 
with  an  annual  falary  of  about 
£.  100,  as  a  token  of  his  country’s 
gratitude  for  having  declined  fo 
many  fplendid  offers  from  foreign 
courts,  and  for  preferring  his  na¬ 
tive  place  to  the  advancement  of 
his  fortune. 

In  1766,  and  the  following  years, 
this  great  man,  who  had  hitherto 
enlightened  fcience  from  his  clofet, 
difplayed  in  the  theatre  of  public 
life  the  more  active  and  diftinguifhed 
parts  of  a  patriot  and  politician. 
He  re-eftablilhed  the  harmony  and 
fettled  the  difputes  between  the  Val- 
lais  and  the  canton  of  Berne  by  a 
fuccefsful  negociation,  in  which  he 
fixed  the  new  boundaries  of  the  two 
ftates  j  he  was  affociated  with  the 
moft  enlightened  charadters  of  the 
republic  in  terminating  the  difien- 
tions  of  Geneva ;  he  drew  up  the 
principal  difpatches  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles  on  the  fubjedt  -  of  the 
changes  which  had  been  projected 
at  Verfoi,  on  which  occafion  he 
held  a  perfonal  conference  with  the 
French'  ambaflador ;  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  prepare  the  plan  of  a 
treaty,  which  the  canton  of  Berne 
contradted  with  the  Eledtor  of  Ba¬ 
varia  relating  to  the  purchafe  of 
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He  refumed  his  literary  labours, 
which  had  been  neceflarily  inter¬ 
rupted  amidft  his  other  more  impor¬ 
tant  avocations.  He  publifhed,  in 
1768,  his  hiftory  of  Swifs  plants, 
mentioned  above  ;  and,  in  1771, 
the  firff  part  of  his  Bibliotheca  Me¬ 
dicines ,  or  his  Medical  Library. 

Eight  volumes  of  this  work  were 
publifhed  during  the  author’s  life¬ 
time,  between  the  years  1771  and 
1778.  The  anatomical,  including 
the  phyfiology,  the  botanical,  and 
the  chirurgical,  were  each  com- 
prifed  in  two  volumes,  and  bring¬ 
down  the  refpedtive  fubjedls  nearly 
to  the  prefent  time.  Two,  on  the 
pradtice  of  phyfic,  were  publifhed 
by  Haller  himfelf,  a  third  after  his 
deceafe  by  Dr.  Tribolet,  and  a 
fourth  by  Dr.  Brandis  of  Childen- 
fheim,  from  the  manufcript  of 
Haller,  which  the  learned  author 
has  confiderably  augmented. 

Haller  alfo  employed  the  latter 
period  of  his  life  in  fending  extradts 
from  eminent  publications  for  the 
Bibliotheque  Baifonn'ee  ;  furnifhed 
many  of  the  articles  for  the  fupple- 
ment  to  the  Paris  Encyclopedic,  for 
the  quarto  improved  edition  of  the 
fame  work  publiihsd  at  Yverdun, 
and  for  the  didtionary  of  natural 
hiftory  printed  at  the  fame  place. 
He  meditated  alfo  a  new  edition  of 
his  great  phyfiological  work,  of 
which  he  put  forth  the  firft  volume 
in  1777,  only  a  few  months  before 
his  death. 

His  adtive  imagination  brooding 
on  the  civil  and  political  affairs,  in 
w-hich  he  had  been  lately  engaged, 
produced,  between  1771  and  1774, 
iiis  three  political  romances,  Ufong, 
Alfred,  and  Fabius  and  Cato,  which 
treat  of  the  defpotic,  monarchical, 
and  republican  governments.  In 
Ufong  he  fketches,  with  a  rjiafterly 
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hand,  the  abufes  of  abfolute  autho¬ 
rity,  and  fets  forth,  in  the  character 
of  the  principal  perfonage,  the 
happy  effects  which  may  be  derived 
from  a  virtuous  and  intelligent  fo- 
vereign,  even  amidft  the  horrors  of 
oriental  defpotifm.  In  Alfred  he 
difplays  the  advantages  of  a  limited 
monarchy,  wherein  the  balance  of 
power  is  wifely  diftributed  ;  and 
which,  while  it  avoids  the  extremes 
of  either,  enjoys  the  benefits  of  both. 
In  Fabius  and  Cato  he  defcribes, 
with  an  animation  and  fpirit  worthy 
of  ancient  Rome,  but  with  a  partia¬ 
lity  natural  to  a  republican,  the  arif- 
tocratical  government  as  mod 
friendly  to  the  difplay  of  patriotifm, 
and  mod  congenial  to  the  exertions 
of  genius.  In  thefe  romances  he 
difcovers  found  principles  of  legifla\ 
tion,  great  political  fagacity,  a  deep 
Infight  into  human  nature,  and  a 
mod  extenfive  acquaintance  with 
Hftory. 

If  we  confider  Haller  as  a  man  of 
piety  and  a  Chridian,  we  fhall  ob- 
ferve  him  tracing,  from  a  compre- 
henfive  view  of  the  creation  in  its 
grandeft  as  well  as  in  its  minuted 
parts,  the  neceffary  exidenceof  a  Su¬ 
preme  Being,  and  the  great  princi¬ 
ples  of  natural  religion.  We  fhall 
fee  him  demondrating  the  divine 
origin  of  Chridianity  from  a  pro¬ 
found  dudy  of  the  New  Tedament, 
from  the  excellence  of  its  morality, 
its  manifed  influence  over  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  and  its  tendency 
to  meliorate  our  nature ;  and  we 
fhall  find  him  proving  himfelf,  both 
fn  his  life  and  writings,  a  zealous 
friend  and  able  advocate  of  the  re¬ 
vealed  doctrines. 

_  Haller,  at  a  very^early  period  of 
his  life,  undertook  the  defence  of 
natural  and  revealed  religion  on  all 
occafions,  In  1732  he  declared,  in 


his  preface  to  his  poetry,  that  he 
was  firmly  convinced  of  their  truth ; 
in  1747,  he  rejected  with  horror  the 
dedication  which  La  Metrie  offered 
to  prefix  to  his  work  entitled 
“  V Homme  Machine and  he  de¬ 
clared,  in  various  literary  journals, 
that  he  neither  acknowledged  as  his 
friend,  or  his  difciple,  a  man  who 
entertained  fuch  impious  notions. 
In  a  preface  which  he  publifhed  in 
3751,  to  Formey’s  abridgement  of 
Crouzas’s  “  Ex  amen  du  Pyrrho - 
nifme ,”  he  paints,  in  the  ffrongeft 
colours,  the  dreadful  effe&s  of  infi¬ 
delity  both  on  fociety  and  indivi¬ 
duals.  He  alfo  put  foith,  in  the 
German  tongue,  “  Letters  to  his 
Daughter,  on  the  Truth  of  the 
Chriffian  Revelation  he  publifhed 
an  extract  from  Ditton’s  “  Truth  of 
the  RefurreCtion  of  Jefus  Chriff,” 
which  he  acknowledges  to  havefirff 
cleared  any  doubts  he  might  enter¬ 
tain  on  that  fubjeCt.  He  avows,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  received  infi¬ 
nite  fatisfaCtion  from  the  ffudy  of 
tiie  New  Teffament,  becaufe  he  was 
never  more  certain  of  holding  con- 
verfe  with  the  Deity,  than  when  he 
read  his  nvill  in  that  divine  book. 

In  1775,  he  finally  gave  to  the 
public,  alio  in  the  German  language, 
“  Letters  concerning  feveral  late 
Attempts  of  Freethinkers  yet  living 
againff  Revelation.”  In  this  work 
the  author  examines  and  refutes  the 
objections  to  Chriftianity,  advanced 
in  fo  lively  and  dangerous  a  manner 
by  Voltaire  in  his  Efuefions  fur l' En¬ 
cyclopedic.  “  If  this  latter  publica¬ 
tion,”  adds  Sennebier,  “  may  be 
confidered  as  an  Index  to  the 
Doubts  and  Arguments  againff  the 
Chriffian  Religion,  the  work  of 
Haller  may  be  entitled  an  Index  to 
the  Anfwers  in  favour  of  the  fame 
Revelation,  to  be  confulted  by  thofe 
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who  wiflh  impartially  to  difcufs  both 
iides  of  this  important  queftion.” 
When  learning  and  philofophy,  in- 
llead  of  being  employed  in  fupport- 
ing  fceptical  ten®ts  by  artful  fo- 
phiftry,  thus  lend  their  united  aflid- 
ance  to  the  caufe  of  religion,  they 
then  truly  become  an  honour  to  the 
pofieflfor,  and  a  benefit  to  fociety. 

Even  this  great  and  good  man 
was  not  exempt  from  a  too  anxious 
folicitude  for  his  welfare  in  a  future 
Hate.  That  depreflion  of  fpirits, 
which  ought  juftly  to  be  confidered 
as  the  etfeCls  of  difeafe,  and  the 
warmth  of  his  imagination  confpir- 
ing  perhaps  with  the  narrow  princi¬ 
ples  of  Calvinifm,  in  which  he  had 
been  educated,  led  him  to  reflect  ra¬ 
ther  on  the  jujiice  than  the  mercy  of 
the  Deity,  and  to  bewilder  himfelf 
in  the  endlefs  mazes  of  predeftina- 
tion  and  grace.  In  one  of  his  de- 
fponding  fits,  he  compared  himfelf, 
as  uncertain  of  falvation,  to  a  man 
placed  on  tho  edge  of  a  precipice 
without  any  fupport,  and  expending 
every  indant  to  fall.  At  another 
moment,  animated  with  a  pafiion  for 
fcience,  he  breaks  out,  in  a  letter 
to  his  friend  Bonnet,  into  the  fol¬ 
lowing  exclamation,  expreflive  of 
his  regret  to  quit  a  world  which  he 
had  improved  by  his  difcoveries, 
and  which  he  might  dill  further  illu¬ 
minate  by  his  zeal  and  application. 
“  O  my  poor  brain,  which  mud  re¬ 
turn  to  dud;  and  all  the  knowledge 
_and  information  which  I  have  been 
collecting  with  fuch  unwearied  la¬ 
bour,  will  fade  a-way  like  the  dream 
of  an  infant.” 

Thefe  little  weaknefles  of  a  great 
mind  overpowered  by  conditutional 
irritability,  and  draggling  againd 
early  prejudices,  are  more  intered- 
ing  to  the  man  who  feels  and  re- 
fpeCts  the  imperfections  of  human 


:  T  E  r  s.  9 

nature,  even  in  its  mod  exalted  date, 
than  the  mod  pompous  and  exagge¬ 
rated  accounts  of  unerring  wifdom, 
or  uniform  virtue  which  never  ex- 
ided.  And  it  is  a  pleading  fatisfac- 
tion  to  learn,  that  reafon  and  reli¬ 
gion  rofe  fuperior  to  the  gloomy 
defpondency  of  ficknefs;  and  that 
Haller  met  death  with  the  calmnefs 
of  a  philofopher,  and  the  faith  of  a 
Chridian.  In  the  lad  letter  which 
he  wrote,  a  few  days  before  his  de- 
ceafe,  he  fpeaks  indeed  of  the  tre¬ 
mendous  grandeur  of  eternity,  but 
with  hopes  rather  than  with  fears  ; 
and  looks  back  upon  his  pad  life 
with  fatisfaClion  :  amidd  a  few  com¬ 
plaints  uttered  on  his  painful  fuffer- 
ings,  he  mentions  his  country  with 
the  mod  ardent  affeClion,  and  offers 
up  his  lad  prayers  for  its  preferva- 
tion  and  welfare. 

He  continued  his  literary  labours, 
and  preferved  his  fenfes  and  com- 
pofure  to  the  lad  moment ;  he  be¬ 
held  his  end  approaching  without 
fear  and  regret;  “  ?vly  friend,”  faid 
he  to  the  phyfician  who  attended 
him,  “  I  die,  mypulfe  is  dopped/’ 
and  then  expired.  He  died  on  the 
1 2th  of  December  1 777,  in  the  fe- 
ventieth  year  of  his  age.— -Thus 
lived,  and  thus  died,  the  great 
Haller  ;  a  man  to  whom  Michaelis, 
the  eminent  orientalid,  judly  ap¬ 
plies  an  obfervation  which  had  been 
made  on  the  genius  of  Aridotle  ; 
“  Neque  cade,  neque  terra ,  neque 
mari  quicquam  relinqvere  <voluit  incog - 
nitum ,  indole  pr ret  ere  a  adeo  mirabili , 
ut  ad  fingula  natum  pr  red pue  die  as .” 

In  his  perfon  Haller  was  tall  and 
majedic,  of  a  ferious  and  expreflive 
countenance ;  he  had  at  times  an 
open  fmile,  always  a  pleafing  tone 
of  voice,  ufually  low,  and  feldoni 
elevated,  even  when  he  was  mod 
agitated %  He  was  fond  of  qnbend- 
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big  himfelf  in  fociety,  was  on  thofe 
©ccaflons  remarkably  cheerful,  po¬ 
lite,  and  attentive ;  he  would  con- 
verfe  with  the  ladies  on  falhions, 
inodes  of  drefs,  and  other  trifles, 
with  as  much  eafe  as  if  he  had  never 
fecluded  himfelf  from  the  world. 

Mr.  Bonnet  informed  me,  that 
Haller  wrote  with  equal  facility  the 
German,  French,  and  Latin  tongues ; 
that  he  was  fo  well  acquainted  with 
all  the  European  languages,  except 
the  Ruffian,  Polifh,  and  Hungarian, 
as.  to  fpeakwith  the  natives  in  their 
refpe&ive  idioms.  When  he  con- 
verfed  on  any  fcience  or  fubjett  of 
literature,  his  knowledge  was  fo 
extenflve,  that  he  feemed  to  have 
made  that  his  particular  ftudy.  His 
profound  erudition  in  every  branch 
of  fcience,  is  well  known  to  all  who 
are  converfant  with  his  works  :  but 
the  variety  of  his  info  mation,  and 
the  verfatility  of  his  talents,  are  thus 
delineated  by  a  perfon  who  was  his 
particular  friend :  “  He  poflefled 
a  fundamental  knowledge  of  natural 
hiftory ;  was  well  read  in  hiflory 
both  antient  and  modern,  univerfal 
and  particular;  and  uncommonly 
verfed  in  the  flats  of  agriculture, 
rnanufadlures,  trade,  population,  li¬ 
terature,  and  languages  of  the  re- 
fpe&ive  nations  of  Europe  ;  he  had 
read  with  attention  the  moil  re¬ 
markable  voyages  and  travels ;  and 
vvas  particularly  converfant  in  the 
late  difcoveries  which  tend  to  il- 
luftrate  tiie  geography  of  the  globe. 
He  had  even  perufed  many  thoufand 
novels  and  plays ;  and  poflefled  fuch 
an  aflonifliing  memory,  thathe  could 
detail  their  contents  with  the  utmofl 
precifion.” 

As  it  was  his  cuftom  to  make 
extracts,  and  to  give  his  opinion  of 
every  bopk  which  came  into  his 
hands,  as  well  for  his  own  private 


ufe,  as  for  the  Gottingen  Review, 
he  read  moil  new  publications ;  and 
fo  eager  was  he  ufually  in  the  pe- 
rufal,  that  he  laid  them  upon  the 
table  even  when  he  was  at  dinner, 
occaflonailv  looking  into  them,  and 
marking  thofe  parts  with  a  pencil, 
which  he  afterwards  extracted  or. 
commenced  upon.  He  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  make  his  remarks  on  fmall 
pieces  of  paper,  of  different  lizes* 
which  he  placed  in  order,  and  fas¬ 
tened  together ;  a  method  he  learn¬ 
ed  from  Leibnitz. 

Fie  derived ,  from  nature  extreme 
fen  Ability,  or  rather  irritability  of 
temper,  which  is  ever  the  child  of 
genius.  He  fpoke  therefore  from 
his  own  experience,  when,  in  a 
lettter  to  Voltaire,  he  thus  exprefled 
himfelf : — “  Providence  holds  with 
an  equal  hand  the  balance  of  human 
happinefs.  Pie  has  loaded  you  with 
riches,  he  has  loaded  you  with, 
glory;  but  misfortune  was  necef- 
fary,  and  he  preferved  the  equili¬ 
brium  by  giving  you  fenflbility.  If 
my  wifhes  could'  take  effect,  I  would 
beftow  upon  you  that  tranquillity 
which  flies  at  the  approach  of  ge¬ 
nius,  which  is  inferior  to  genius  in 
relation  to  fociety,  but  far  fuperior 
in  regard  to  ourfelves:  then  the 
moll  celebrated  man  in  Europe, 
fhould  be  at  the  fame  time  the  moff 
happy.” 

He  was  always  impatient  under 
ficknefs,  as  well  from  his  extreme 
fufceptibility  of  pain,  as  becaufe  he 
was  precluded  in  that  fltuation  from 
his  literary  occupations.  He  wra$ 
fond,  therefore,  of  taking  violent 
remedies,  more  calculated  to  remove 
the  immediate  effe&s  of  pain,  and 
to  check  his  diforder,  than  to  cure 
it  radically.  In  his  latter  years  he 
accuftomed  himfelf  to  opium,  which, 
operating  as  a  temporary  palliative. 
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Dnly  increafed  his  natural  impa¬ 
tience.  This  reftleflnefs  of  temper, 
which  occafionally  difturbed  his 
tranquillity  even  in  his  younger 
days,  and  in  the  full  flow  of  his 
health  and  fpirits,  was  confiderably 
heightened  by  the  advances  of  age, 
and  the  diforders  which  lhattered 
his  frame  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
days. 

His  correfpondence  in  every  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  life  was  extenflve,  punc¬ 
tual,  and  carrie^.  on  in  the  Englifh, 
French,  German,  Latin,  and  Italian 
languages. 

Six  volumes  of  Latin  epiftles, 
and  three  in  the  German  tongue, 
addrefled  to  him  from  men  of  learn¬ 
ing  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  have 
been  given  to  the  public,  but  his 
own  have  never  made  their  appear¬ 
ance.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented, 
that  he  feldom  preferved  any  copies, 
being  himfelf  too  much  occupied  for 
that  purpofe;  and.  never  fufficiently 
rich  to  maintain  a  fecretary.  His 
two  principal  correfpondents,  to 
whom  he  opened  his  heart,  were 
Bonnet  of  Geneva,  and  John  Gef- 
her  of  Zuric  :  to  the  latter  he  wrote 
cither  in  German  or  Latin,  to  Mr. 
Bonnet  in  the  French  tongue.  This 
celebrated  friend  of  Haller  poflefles 
feven  manufcript  volumes  of  his 
letters  :  it  was  an  uninterrupted 
correfpondence  of  twenty  -  three 
years;  begun  in  March  1754,  and 
finifhing  only  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  in  December  1 777.  This 
epiftolary  commerce  comprehends 
a  great  variety  of  fubjedts,  princi¬ 
pally  concerning  phyfiology,  natu- 
ial  hiftory,  the  ftrudlure  of  the  globe, 
politics,  morality,  and  religion. 
Haller  being  accuflomed  to  confult 
his  friend  on  all  occalions,  to  dif- 
clofe  his  moll  fecret  thoughts,  and 
to  relate  his  diurnal  occupations  j 
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thefe  effuflons  of  the  moment  dif- 
cover  the  fuecefiive  train  of  his 
ftuaies,  the  progrefs  of  his  difcove- 
ries,  and  his  gradual  advances  in 
knowledge. 

“  Thefe  letters  of  my  moll  re- 
fpedlable  friend,”  added  Bonnet, 
“  difplay  his  genius,  his  under- 
ftanding,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart,  more  fully  than  any  of  his 
publications.  His  flyle,  concife, 
energetic,  yet  pidlurefque,  corre- 
fponds  with  the  Arength  and  origi¬ 
nality  of  his”  ideas;  and  he  fpeaks, 
with  no  lefs  fublimily  than  convic¬ 
tion,  of  the  great  truths  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion.  Though  ne 
treats  the  numerous  advocates  ror 
'infidelity,  and  particularly  Voltaire, 
with  fufficient  feverity ;  yet  his 
heat  is  the  ardour  of  conviction,  and 
did  not  proceed  from  either  pique 
or  fpirit  of  contradiction  :  he  feem- 
ed  as  if  he  was  perfonally  interefled 
in  all  queftions  on  jevelation,  and 
pleaded  its  caule  as  if  it  had  been 
his  own.  He  is  no  lefs  fevere  a- 
gainfl  thofe  writers,  who  feem  to 
exclude  the  intervention  of  a  fir  A 
intellectual  caufe  in  the  creation  and 
arrangement  of  the  univerfe,  and 
particularly  cenfures  the  materialifb, 
who  endeavour  to  deduce  mecha¬ 
nically  the  formation  of  organized 
bodies.  In  a  word,  his  philofophy 
was  entirely  practical,  becaufe  it 
was  entirely  Chriitian;  and  nothing 
fecured  his  approbation,  but  what 
tended  to  improve  the  understand¬ 
ing,  or  to  amend  the  heart.” 

I  am  concerned  to  find,  that  the 
publication  of  this  correfpondence, 
between  two  fuch  enlightened  and 
virtuous  philofophers  as  Haller  and 
Bonnet,  which  in  fome  v^orks  had 
been  announced  to  the  public,  fhouid, 
on  account  of  private  reafons,  be 
relinquiflied.  Religion,  morality, 

philofophy. 
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philofophy,  and  learning,  would  be 
greatly  benefited  by  this  epiftolary 
commerce. 

Haller’s  library,  confiding  of  a- 
bout  4,000  volumes,  was  purchafed 
for  £.2,000  by  the  emperor,  for  the 
public  library  of  Milan,  where  I 
examined  it  in  1785.  The  collec¬ 
tion  is  particularly  rich  in  books  of 
natural  hiftory,  and  is  rendered  in¬ 
valuable  from  numerous  annotations 
©f  Haller,  written  on  the  margins. 

Haller  was  three  times  married, 
£rft  to  Marianne  Wytfen,  in  173  1, 
who  died  in  1736.  2.  To  Eliza¬ 

beth  Buchers,  in  1738,  who  died  in 
childbed  the  fame  or  the  following 
year;  both  natives  of  Berne.  3. 
In  1739,  to  Amelia  Frederica 
Teichmeyer,  a  German  lady,  who 
fnivived  him.  He  has  written  and 
publifhed  the  lives  of  his  two  fir  ft 
wives.  He  left  eight  children,  four 
fons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
he  lived  to  fee  feftablifhed.  His 
elded  fon,  Gotlieb  Emanuel,  who 
was  born  in  1735,  followed  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  example  in  dedicating  himlelf 
to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  to 
the  nurfuivS  of  literature.  He  was 

A  N 

elected  member  of  the  Great  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  obtained  various  employ¬ 
ments  under  goverrment,  particu¬ 
larly  the  bailliage  of  Nyon,  in  which 
fitnation  he  died  in  1786.  He  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfel'f  as  an  author  by 
various  publications  tending  to  il- 
htftrate  the  hiftory  and  literature  of 
Switzerland,  and  particularly  by 
his  S cb^weitner- bibliothek,  or  Swifs 
Library,  in  6  volumes  8vo.  of  which 
he  lived  to  publilh  only  the  firft. 
Jn  this  work,  defervedly  efteemed 
for  its  method  and  accuracy,  the  in¬ 
defatigable  author  enumerates  all 
the  books  which  treat  of  Switzer-" 
land,  in  all  languages,  and  all  the 
works  publifhed  by  the  Swifs  on  all 
x 
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fubjeils;  He  even  defeends  to  tin 
minuteft  articles  which  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  reviews  and  journals ;  anc 
in  nioft  instances,  where  the  publi¬ 
cation  deferves  detail,  analyfes  the 
contents,  correfis  the  errors,  anc 
gives  his  opinion  on  the  merits  0; 
the  performance. 

I  was  perfonally  acquainted  with 
the  learned  author,  and  am  indebted 
to  him  for  fome  curious  information 
on  Switzerland,  for  feveral 

anecdotes  relative  to  his  illuftrious 
father,  which  I  have  introduced  intc 
thefe  biographical  memoirs.  ' 


Account  of  the  late  ilfr.  Howard; 
from  the  Gentleman' s  Magazine for 
March  1790. 

BOUT  the  end  of  the  month 
of  February  1 790,  advice  was 
received,  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  of  the 
not  unexpected,  yet  certainly  un¬ 
timely  death  of  the  eccentric,  but 
truly  worthy,  John  Howard,  efq. 
— This  extraordinary  man  Was  the 
fon  of  an  upholfterer,  or  carpet 
warehoufeman,  in  Long-lane,  Weft 
Smith  field,  and  was  put  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Newnham,  a 
wholefale  grocer,  grandfather  to  the 
prefent  alderman. — His  father  died, 
leaving  only  this  fon  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  to  both  of  whom  he  bequeathed 
handfome  fortunes  ;  and  by  his  will 
dire&ed  that  his  fon  fhouM  not  be 
confidered  of  age  till  he  was  five-, 
and-twenty.  His  conftitution  was 
thought  very  weak,  and  his  health 
appeared  to  have  been  injured  by 
the  neceftary  duties  of  his  appren- 
ticefhip ;  and  therefore,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  it,  he  took  an  apartment 
in  a  lodging-houfe  in  Church  Street, 
Stoke  Newington,  Middlefex;  but 
not  meeting  with  the  tendered:  treat¬ 
ment 
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tnent  there,  he  removed  to  another 
lodging-houfe  in  the  fame  ftreet, 
which  was  kept  by  a  widow  named 
Mrs.  Sarah  Lardeau.  Here  he  was 
nurfed  with  the  utmoft  care  and 
attention  ;  and  at  length  he  became 
fo  fond  of  his  landlady,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  marry  her,  out  cf  grati¬ 
tude  for  her  kindnefs  to  him.  In 
vain  Hie  expoftulated  with  him  upon 
the  extravagance  of  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  he  being  about  28,  and  fh'e 
about  5  1  years  of  age,  and  twenty 
years  older  in  conftitution ;  but 
nothing  could  deter  him  ;  and  they 
were  privately  married  about  the 
year  1752.  She  was  pcflelfed  of  a 
final!  fortune,  which  he  prefented 
to  her  filler.  During  his  refidence 
at  Newington,  the  minifter  of  the 
diftenting  meedng-houfe  there  re- 
figned  his  office,  and  a  fucce'for 
was  elected  ;  and  Mr.  Howard,  who 
was  bred  a  diffenter,  and  ftedfaftl'y 
adhered  alt  his  life  to  that  profeffion, 
propofed  to  purchafe  the  leafe  of  a 
houfe  near  the  meeting-houfe,  and' 
to  appropriate  it  as  a  parfonage- 
houfe  for  the  ufe  of  the  mini  her  for 
the  time  being,  and  generoufiy  con¬ 
tributed  50  1.  tor  thatpurpofe.  His 
wife  died  November  10,  1755  ;  and 
foon  after  he  formed  a  refolution  of 
vifiting  Litbon,  which  had  been 
juft  before  laid  in  ruins  by  the 
earthquake  of  November  1,  1755. 
About  Midfummer  1756,  he  let  fail 
for  Litbon,  on  board  the  Hanover 
Packet,  which  was  taken  by  a 
.French  privateer;  and  he  behaved 
with  fo  much  hauteur ,  fo  much  a 
I'AngkiS)  to  the  captain  of  the  pri¬ 
vateer,  as  might  probably  be  the 
caufe  of  his  uiirerfng  fo  feverely  as 
it  appears  he  did,  (fee  “  State  of 
Priions,”  pp.  22  and  23,  note) :  and 
u\  perhaps  what  he  fuffered  on  this 
cccafion  inereafed”  f  if  it  did  not  call 


forth)  «  his-dympathy  with  the  un¬ 
happy  people  whole  caufe  is  the  fub- 
jedl  of  this  book.” — He  afterwards,  it 
is  believed,  made  the  tour  of  Italy; 
and  at  his  return  fettled  at  Sroken- 
hurft,  a  retired  and  pleafant  villa 
in  the  New  Foreft,  near  Lymingtoa 
in  Hampftiire,  having,  April  25, 
1758,  married  Harriet,  daughter  ot 
Edward  Leeds!  efq.  of  Croxton,  la 
the  county  of  Cambridge,  king’s  fer- 
jeant.  Mrs.  Howard  died  in  1765, 
in  child-bed,  of  her  only  child,  a 
foil,  who  unfortunately  has  been  for 
feveral  years  lunatic,  and  now  is* 
or  lately  was,  under  the  care  of  T„ 
Arnold,  M.  D.  of  Leicefter.  Before 
the  death  of  his  fecond  wife,  he  left 
Lymington,  ahd  purchafed  an  eftate 
at  Cardington,.  near  Bedford,  ad¬ 
joining  to  that  of  his  relation  Mr, 
Whitbread.  While  he  redded  at 
Cardington;  he  very  much  conci¬ 
liated  the  efteem  of  the  poor,  by 
employing  them,  building  cottages 
for  them,  See.  Every  Sunday  he 
went  to  Bedford,  attended  both 
morning  and  evening  fervice  at  one 
of  the  difi'enling  meeting- ho u At,, 
and  then  returned  home.  He  was 
univerfally  efteemed  by  the  Prefby- 
terians,  Moravians,  and  all  the  ether 
feclaries  with  which  that  borough, 
abounds ;  and  at  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  in  1774,  °hered  himfelf  with 
Mr.  Whitbread,  as  a  candidate  to 
reprefent  it  in  parliament.  They 
were  oppofed  by  Sir  W.  Wake, 
bart.  and  R.  Sparrow,  efq.  who 
were  returned  ;  and  Mr.  Whitbread 
and  Mr.  Howard  petitioning,  the 
committee  determined  that  Sir  W* 
Wake  and  Mr.  Whitbread  were 
duly  elected.  In  confequence  of 
the  aft  19  Geo.  III.  for  eftablifhing 
penitentiary  houles,  the  late  Dr. 
Fethergill,  Mr.  Howard  and  Geo. 
Whatley,  efquire,  treafurer  of  the 

Foundling 
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Foundling  Hofpital,  were  appoint¬ 
ed  by  his  majefty  fupervifors  of 
them.  The  dodlor  and  Mr.  How¬ 
ard  fixed  on  a  fpot  for  the  eredlion 
of  them,  near  to  that  whereon  Pen- 
tonville  chapel  has  fince  been  erec¬ 
ted.  Mr.  Whatley,  on  the  other 
hand,  infilled  that  they  fhould  be 
built  on  or  near  the  Ifie  of  Dogs : 
but.  being  fixed  in  his  own  opinion, 
having  loll  his  friend  and  co-adjutor 
Br.  Fcthergill,  and  feeing  no  prof- 
pedl  of  accomplifhing  the  bufinefs 
in  ary  way  that  would  be  agreeable 
to  him,  in  January  1781,  Mr.  How¬ 
ard  fent  a  letter  to  earl  Bathurft, 
lord  prefident  of  the  council,  re¬ 
fuelling  his  majefty  to  accept  his 
refignation  of  the  office.  His  filler 
died  unmarried,  and  left  him  her 
houfe  in  Great  Ormond  Street,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  confiderable  fortune 
in  the  funds,  which  he  conftrued  into 
an  approbation,  on  the  part  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  of  his  Rhemes  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  prifoners,  and  made  nfe  of  the 
money  accordingly.  In  1773,  he 
ierved  the  office  of  lheriff  of  the 
county  of  Bedford.  This  office,  as 
he  obferves,,  brought  “  the  diftrefs 
of  prifoners  more  immediately  un¬ 
der  his  notice;”  and  with  a  view 
to  its  alleviation,  he  began  his  la-, 
bours  by  “  viliting  moll  cf  the 
county  gaols  in  England,”  and  af¬ 
terwards,  cc  the  bridewells,  houfes 
of  corredion,  city  and  town  gaols,” 
where  he  found  “  multitudes  both 
of  felons  and  debtors”  “  dying  of 
the  gaol  fever  and  the  fmall-pox.” 
Upon  this  fubjed  he  was  examined 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  March 
17741  when  “  he  had  the  honour  of 
their  thanks.”  This  encouraged 
him  to  proceed  in  his  defign :  he 
travelled  again  and  again  through 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  alfo 
into  France,  Flanders,  Holland# 
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Germany,  and  Switzerland ;  anc 
publifhed  “  The  State  of  the  Pri¬ 
sons  in  England  and  Wales,  with 
Preliminary  Obfervations,  and  an 
Account  of  fome  Foreign  Prifonsj 
1 777,”  4to.  with  a  dedication  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  dated  April  5, 
1 777.  In  1780,  he  publifhed  an  ap¬ 
pendix  to  this  account,  in  which  he 
extended  the  narrative  of  his  travels 
to  Italy,  and  gave  fome  obferva¬ 
tions  concerning  the  management 
of  prifoners  of  war,  and  the  hulks 
on  the  Thames.  This  appendix  he 
re -publifhed  in  1784;  which  publi- 
cation  included  alfo  an  account  of  his 
vifit  to  Denmark,  Sweden,  Ruffia, 
Poland,  Portugal,  and  Spain.  By 
this  time  his  character  for  adtive 
benevolence  had  engaged  the  public 
attention.  It  was  propofed  that  a 
fubfcription  fhould  be  fet  on  foot  to 
eredl  a  ftatue  to  his  honour,  and 
1 533 1.  1 3  s.  6  d.  was  fubfcribed  for 
that  purpofe;  but  fome  of  thofe 
who  knew  Mr.  Howard  bell,  never 
concurred  in  the  fcheme,  being  well 
allured  that  he  would  never  coun¬ 
tenance  nor  accede  to  it :  and  the 
event  juftified  their  condudt;  for 
the  language  that  he  held  upon  the 
fubjedt,  when  firft  advifed  of  it,  was, 
<c  Have  not  I  one  friend  in  Eng¬ 
land,  that  would  put  a  flop  to  fuch 
a  proceeding  ?”  In  confequence  of 
two  letters  from  Mr.  Howard  him- 
felf  to  the  fubferibers,  the  defign 
was  laid  afide ;  and  the  contribu* 
tors  were  publicly  invited,  either  to 
recall  their  money,  or  to  leave  it  to 
the  difpofition  of  the  comrtrittee. 
In  1789,  Mr.  Howard  publifhed 
“  An  Account  of  the  principal  La¬ 
zarettos  in  Europe,  with  various 
Papers  relative  to  the  Plague,  to¬ 
gether  with  further  Obfervations 
on  fome  Foreign  Prifons  and  Hof-*- 
pitals,  and  additional  Remarks  on 

the 
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;he  prefent  State  of  thofe  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,”  with  a  great 
number  of  curious  plates.  Befides 
ihefe,he  publifhed,  in  1780,-“  Hif- 
torical  Remarks  and  Anecdotes  on 
:he  Caftle  of  the  Baftile,  tranflated 
from  the  French;”  and  laft  year 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany’s 
:r  new  Code  of  Criminal  Law,  with 
m  Englifh  Tranflation.” 

Not  fatisfied,  however,  with  what 
be  had  already  done,  he  concludes 
bis  “  Account  of  Lazarettos,”  with 
announcing  his  “  intention  again 
to  quit  his  country,  for  the  purpofe 
Df  re-vifiting  Ruilia,  Turkey,  and 
Pome  other  countries,  and  extending 
bis  tour  in  the  Eaft.  I  am  not  in- 
fenfible,  fays  he,  of  the  dangers  that 
muft  attend  fuch  a  journey.  Truft- 
ing,  however,  in  the  proteflion  of 
that  kind  Providence  which  has 
hitherto  preferved  me,  I  calmly  and 
chearfully  commit  myfelf  to  the 
lifpofal  of  unerring  Wifdom.  Should 
it  pleafe  God  to  cut  off  my  life  in 
:he  profecution  of  this  defign,  let 
not  my  conduit  be  uncandidiy  im¬ 
puted  to  rafhnefs  or  enthuiiafm,  but 
to  a  ferious,  deliberate  conviction 
that  I  am  purfuing  tlie  path  of  duty, 
and  to  a  lincere  defire  of  being 
made  an  inftrument  of  mere  exten- 
[ive  ufefuinefs  to  my  fellow-creatures 
than  could  be  expeited  in  the  nar¬ 
rower  circle  of  a  retired  life.”  To 
a  man  who  holds  fuch  language, 
kvhat  elfe  can  be  faid,  but  that  the 
piety  and  benevolence  of  his  heart 
ieferve  univerfal  honour  ?  What 
permanent  good  may  arife  from  his. 
unwearied,  well-intended  labours, 
both  in  thefe  kingdoms  and  the  reft 
nf  Europe,  time  only  can  fhew. 
Pertain  it  is,  that  his  plan  has  been 
idopted  in  many  of  our  new-btiilt 
jaols,  and  will  gradually  extend  to 
wore.  Although  the  advice  of  his 
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friends  could  not  poffefs  that  in-  tft 
flueace  to  reverfe  his  determination 
to  encounter  once  more  the  conta¬ 
gion  of  the  plague,  with  all  its  dif- 
mal  concomitants ;  yet  furely  that 
incorrupta  fides,  that  nuda  veritas , 
which  adluated  his  undertaking,  fo 
elegantly  difplayed  by  himfelf  in 
his  laft  publication,  will  acquit  him 
of  temerity  in  the  progrefs  of  his 
benevolent  migration.  His  great 
abftemioufnefs  was  probably  a  mean 
of  prolonging  his  life  in  the  midft 
of  his  dangers  :  for  a  long  time  po¬ 
tatoes  were  almoft  his  whole  lup- 
port;  at  another  time  they  were 
fucceeded  by  tea,  and  bread  and 
butter ;  consequently  it  will  not  be 
thought  wonderful  that  he  never 
partook  of  the  public  or  private 
repafts  to  which  he  was  fo  frequent¬ 
ly  invited.  All  that  remains  to  be 
faid  upon  the  fubjeCl  is,  that  in  his 
fecond  “  Tour  in  the  Eaft,  it  did 
pleafe  God  to  cut  off  his  life  :”  for, 
having  fpent  fonie  time  at  Cherfon, 
a  new  fettlement  of  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper 
or  Boryfthenes,  toward  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  Black  Sea,  near 
Oczakow,  he  caught  in  vifiting  the 
Ruffian  hofpital  of  that  pface,  or  as 
fome  fay  a  young  lady  who  was  ill 
of  the  fame  complaint,  a  malignant 
fever,  which  carried  him  off  on  the 
20th  of  January,  "N.  S.  after  an 
illnefs  of  about  twelve  days  :  and 
after  having  been  kept,  according 
to  his  exprefs  directions  to  his  fer- 
vant,  five  days,  he  was  buried,  by 
his  own  defire,  in  the  garden  of  a 
villa  in  the  peighbourhood  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  French  gentleman,  from 
whom  he  had  received  great  civili¬ 
ties,  by  his  faithful  fervant  who 
had  attended  him  on  his  forme.r 
journeyings,  and  whom  he  exprelly 
enjoined  not  to  return  home  till  five 

weeks 
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weeks  from  his  death. — In  his  way 
to  Cherfon,  his  baggage  was  found 
to  be  miffing  from  behind  the  car¬ 
riage  while  he  and  his  fervant  re- 
frelhed  themfelves  with  a  nap.  On 
the  difcovery  of  this  lofs,  Mr.  H. 
haftened  back  to  the  neared  town  or 
village  where  he  recollected  to  have 
feen  a  party  of  Ruffian  recruits, 
whom  he  charged  with  taking  his 
property.  While  he  waited  in  the 
carriage  till  a  magidrate  could  be 
applied  to,  his  property  was  brought 
in,  fird  a  hat-box,  and  next  a  trunk; 
which  lad  had  been  found  half- buried 
in  the  road  by  the  fide  of  fields  where 
fbme  men  were  ploughing ;  one  of 
whom,  llartled  at  feeing  the  nails 
of  the  trunk  ffiine  jud  out  of  the 
ground,  was  afraid  to  touch  it  with¬ 
out  his  companion.  When  it  was 
opened  by  Mr.  H.  every  article 
both  of  linen  and  money  was  found 
in  ftatu.  quo :  but  fufpicions  fell  fo 
ftrong  on  the  recruits,  at  having 
concealed  it  till  an  opportunity  of¬ 
fered  for  them  to  carry  it  off  and 
fhare  the  fpoil,  that  the  magidrate 
condoned  feven  of  them  to  Siberia. 

G>  m  • 

The  account  given  of  his  death 
in  the  London  Gazette  of  the  23d 
indant  is  as  follows,  and  is  perhaps 
the  fird  indance  of  the  death  of  a 
private  individual  being  fo  an¬ 
nounced. - te  Warfaw,  March  6. 

Y ederday  arrived  in  this  city  a  per- 
fon  from  Cherfon,  who  brings  an 
account  of  the  death  ©f  Mr.  How¬ 
ard,  fo  well  known  from  his  travels, 
and  plans  of  reform  of  the  different 
prifons  and  hofpitals  in  Europe. 
This  gentleman  fell  a  victim  to  his 
humanity;  for,  having  vifited  a 
young  lady  at  Cherfon,  fick  of  an 
epidemic  fever,  for  the  purpofe  of 
adminidering  fome  medical  affid- 
ance,  he  caught  the  didemper  him- 
fel£  and  was  carried  off  in  twelve 
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days.— Prince  Potemkin,  on  hear¬ 
ing  of  his  illnefs,  fent  his  phyfician 
to  his  relief  from  Jaffy.” 


Account  of  the  late  Mr.  Ledyard; 
from  “  Proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  promoting  the  difcoujcry  of  the 
interior  Parts  of  Africa 

<e  f  "g-"V  HIS  extraordinary  perfon 
X  was  recommended  to  the 
committee  of  the  affociation  as  emi¬ 
nently  qualified  for  undertaking  the 
projected  journey  into  the  interior 
part  of  Africa.  He  was  an  Ame¬ 
rican  by  birth,  and  feemed  from  his 
youth  to  have  felt  an  invincible  de¬ 
lire  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with 
unknown  or  imperfectly  difcovered 
regions  of  the  globe.  For  feveral 
years  he  had  lived  with  the  Indians 
of  America,  had  ftudied  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  had  praCtifed  in  their 
fchool  the  means  of  obtaining-  their 
protection,  and  of  recommending 
himfelf  to  the  favour  of  favages.  In 
the  humble  fituation  of  a  corporal 
of  marines,  to  which  he  fubmitted 
rather  than  relinquilht  his  purfuit, 
he  had  made,  with  Capt.  Cook,  the 
voyage  of  the  world;  and  feeling, 
on  his  return,  an  anxious  delire  of 
penetrating  from  the  North-wedern 
coad,  which  Cook  had  partly  ex¬ 
plored,  to  the  Eadern  coad,  with, 
which  he  himfelf  was  perfectly  fa¬ 
miliar,  he  determined  to  traverfe 
the  vad  continent,  from  the  Pacific 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

“  His  fird  plan  for  the  purpofe 
was  that  of  embarking  in  a  veffel 
which  was  preparing  to  fail,  on  a 
voyage  of  commercial  adventure,  to 
Nootka  Sound,  on  the  Wedern 
coad  of  America  ;  and  with  this 
view  he  expended,  in  fea-dores,  the 
greated  part  of  the  money  which 
his  chief  benefactor.  Sir  Jofeph 

Banks 


Banks  (whofe  generous  conduft  the 
vriter  of  this  narrative  has  often 
leard  him  acknowledge),  had  libe- 
-ally  fupplied.  But  the  fcheme  ba¬ 
ng  fruftrated  by  the  rapacity  of  a 
:uftom-houfe  officer,  who  had  feized 
ind  detained  the  velfel  for  reafons 
vhich,  on  legal  enquiry,  proved  to 
)e  frivolous,  he  determined  to  tra¬ 
vel  over  land  to  Kamtfchatka ;  from 
vhence,  to  the  Welter n  coalt  of 
America,  the  palfage  is  extremely 
hort.  With  no  more  than  ten  gui- 
ieas  in  his  purfe,  which  was  all 
hat  he  had  left,  he  eroded  the  Bri- 
ilh  Channel  to  Oltend,  and,  by  the 
vay  of  Denmark  and  the  Sound, 
>roceeded  to  the  capital  of  Sweden  ; 
rom  whence,  as  it  was  winter,  he 
ittempted  to  traverfe  the  Gulph  of 
Bothnia  on  the  ice,  in  order  to  reach 
kamtfchatka  by  the  fhorted  way; 
>ut  finding,  when  he  came  to  the 
niddle  of  the  fea,  that  the  water 
vas  not  frozen,  he  returned  to 
Jtockholm,  and,  taking  his  courfe 
Northward,  walked  into  the  Arttic 
Circle,  and,  palling  round  the  head  of 
he  Gulph,  defeended,  on  its  Eallern 
ide,  to  Peterlburg. 

“  There  he  was  foon  noticed  as 
n  extraordinary  man.  Without 
iockings  or  Ihoes,  and  in  too  much 
•overty  to  provide  himfelf  with 
ither,  he  received  and  accepted  an 
ivitation  to  dine  with  the  Portu- 
;uefe  Ambalfador.  To  this  in  vi¬ 
sion  it  was  probably  owing  that 
e  was  able  to  obtain  the  fum  of 
venty  guineas  for  a  bill  on  Sir 
ofeph  Banks,  which  he  confelTed 
e  had  no  authority  to  draw,  but 
ffiich,  in  confideration  of  the  bufi- 
efs  that  he  had  undertaken,  and  of 
be  progrefs  that  he  had  made.  Sir 
ofeph,  he  believed,  would  not  be 
nwilling  to  pay.  To  the  Arnbaf- 
idor’s  interell  it  might  all©  be 
Vos..  XXXII. 


owing  that  he  obtained  permlffion 
to  accompany  a  detachment  of 
ftores,  which  the  Emprefs  had  or-i 
dered  to  be  fent  to  Yakutz,  for  the 
ufe  of  Mr.  Billings,  an  Englilhmanj 
at  that  time  in  her  ferviee. 

“  Thus  accommodated,  he  tra¬ 
velled  Ealtward  through  Siberia* 
fix  thoufand  miles,  to  Yakutz, 
where  he  was  kindly  received  by 
Mr.  Billings,  whom  he  remembered 
on  board  Capt.  Cook's  Ihip,  in  the 
fituation  of  the  aftronomer’s  fer- 
vant,  but  to  whom  the  Emprefs  had 
now  entrufted  her  fchemes  of  North¬ 
ern  difeovery. 

“  From  Yakutz  he  proceeded  to 
Oczakow,  on  the  coaft  cf  the  Kamt¬ 
fchatka  fea  ;  from  whence  he  meant 
to  have  palled  over  to  that  penin- 
fula,  and  to  have  embarked  on  the 
Eallern  fide,  in  one  of  the  Ruffian 
velfels  that  trade  to  the  Weltern 
Ihores  of  America ;  but  finding  that 
the  navigation  was  completely  ob- 
ftru&ed  by  the  ice,  he  returned  to 
Yakutz,  in  order  to  wait  for  the 
conclulion  of  the  winter. 

“  Such  was  his  fituation,  when, 
in  confequence  of  fufpicions  not  hi¬ 
therto  explained,  or  refentments  for 
which  no  reafon  is  affigned,  he  waa 
feized,  in  the  Emprefs’s  name,  by- 
two  Ruffian  foldiers,  who  placed  hin> 
in  a  Hedge,  and,  conveying  him,  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  through  the 
defarts  of  the  Northern  Tartary, 
left  him  at  laft  on  ^ the  frontiers  of 
the  Polilh  dominions.  As  they 
parted,  they  told  him,  that,  if  he 
returned  to  Ruffia,  he  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  hanged ;  but  that,  if  he 
chofe  to  go  back  to  England,  they 
wilhed  him  a  pleafant  journey. 

<c  In  the  midll  of  poverty,  cover¬ 
ed  with  rags,  infeded  with  the  ufual 
accompaniment  of  fuch  clothing, 
worn  with  continued  hardlhip,  ex- 
£  hauHed 
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ha ufted  by  difeafe,  without  friends, 
without  credit,  unknown,  and  full 
of  ipifery,  he  found  his  way  to  Ko- 
ningfberg.  There,  in  the  hour  of 
his  utmoft  diftrefs,  he  refolves  once 
more  to  have  recourfe  to  his  old  be- 
nefadlor ;  and  he  luckily  found  a 
perfon  who  was  willing  to  take  his 
draft  for  five  guineas  on  the  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Royal  Society. 

“  With  this  afiiftance  he  arrived 
in  England,  and  immediately  waited 
on  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  told  him, 
knowing  his  temper,  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  could  recommend  him  to 
an  adventure  almoft  as  perilous  as 
the  one  from  which  he  had  return¬ 
ed  ;  and  then  communicated  to  him 
the  wifhes  of  the  Aflbciation  fordif- 
covering  the  inland  countries  of 
.Africa.  Ledyard  replied,  that  he 
had  always  determined  to  traverfe 
the  continent  of  Africa  as  foon  as 
he  had  explored  the  interior  of 
North  America;  and,  as  Sir  Jofeph 
had  offered  him  a  letter  of  intro¬ 
duction,  he  came  diredtly  to  the 
.  writer  of  thefe  memoirs.  Before  I 
had  learnt  from  the  note  the  name 
and  bufinefs  of  my  vifitor,  I  was 
ftruck  with  the  manlinefs  of  his 
perfon,  the  breadth  of  his  cheft,  the 
opennefs  of  his  countenance,  and 
the  inquietude  of  his  eye.  I  opened 
the  map  of  Africa  before  him,  and, 
tracing  a  line  from  Cairo  to  Sennar, 
and  from  thence  Weftward  in  the 
latitude  and  fuppofed  direction  of 
the  Niger,  I  told  him  that  .was  his 
route,  By  which  I  was  anxious  that 
Africa  might,  if  pofiible,  be  ex¬ 
plored.  He  faid,  he  fhould  think 
himfeif  fingularly  fortunate  to  be 
ehtmfted  with  the  adventure.  I 
afked  him  when  he  would  fet  out  ? 
*  To-morrow  morning,’  was  his  an- 
fwer. 

.  Such  a  perfon  as  Mr.  Ledyard 
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was  formed  by  Nature  for  the  oh 
jedl  in  contemplation ;  and,  wei 
we  unacquainted  with  the  feque 
we  fhould  congratulate  the  Societ 
in  being  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  fuc 
a  man  for  one  of  their  miflionarie; 
— but — the  reader  will  foon  be  a< 
quainted  with  the  melancholy  ci: 
cumftance  to  which  we  allude. 

Mr.  Ledyard  undertook,  at  h 
own  defire,  the  difficult  and  periloi 
talk  of  travelling  from  Eaft  to  WeJ 
in  the  latitude  attributed  to  the  N 
ger,  the  wideft  part  of  the  continei 
of  Africa.  On  this  bold  adventui 
he  left  London  June  30,  1781,  ar 
arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  19th  1 
Auguft. 

Hence  he  tranfmitted  fuch  a< 
counts  to  his  employers  as  manife 
him  to  have  been  a  traveller  wl 
obferved,  refle&ed,  and  comparec 
and  fuch  was  the  information  wliit 
he  colle&ed  here  from  the  travellir 
flave-merchants,  and  from  othei 
refpe&ing  die  interior  diftri£ls 
Africa,  that  he  was  impatient 
explore  them.  He  wrote  to  tl 
Qommittee,  that  his  next  commun 
cation  would  be  from  Sennar  (6c 
miles  to  the  South  of  Cairo) :  B 
death,  attributed  to  various  caufc 
arrefted.  him  at  the  commenceme 
of  his  refearches,  and  difappointi 
the  hopes  which  were  entertained 
his  projected  journey.  A  bilio 
complaint,  produced  by  vexatio 
delays,  induced  him  to  try  too  ftroi 
a  dofe  of  the  acid  of  vitriol,  whii 
he  counteradled  by  the  ftrongeft  ta 
tar  emetic  ;  the  continued  difehar- 
of  blood  produced  by  which,  h* 
tened  his  death,  and  he  was  buri 
at  Cairo. 


Extracts  from  the  Life  of  Jol 
Elwes,  Efq\  by  Edward  Tophai 


-  CHAR  A 

HE  family  name  of  Mr.  Elwes 
was  Meggot :  and  as  his  name 
ivas  John,  the  conjunOtion  of  Jack 
Meggot ,  made  Grangers  fometimes 
imagine  that  his  intimates  were  ad- 
dreffing  him-  by  an  affumed  appel¬ 
lation.  His  father  was  a  brewer  of 
reat  eminence.  His  dwellings 
oufe  and  offices  were  fituated  in 
Southwark;  ,  which  borough  was 
formerly  reprefented  in  parliament 
by  his  grand-father,  Sir  George 
Meggot.  Mr.  Clowes  is  now  in 
poffeffion  of  the  above  premifes. 
He  purchafed,  during  his  life,  the 
Rftate  now  in  poffieffion  of  the  fami¬ 
ly  at  Marcham,  in  Berkfhire,  of 
the  Calverts,  who  were  in  the  fame 
line.  The  father  died  while  the 
late  Mr.  Elwes  was  only  four  years 
Did;  fo,  little  of  the  character  of 
Mr.  Elwes  is  to  be  attributed  to 
him ;  but  from  the  mother  it  may  be 
traced  at  once— for  though  fhe  was 
left  nearly  one  hundred  thoufand’ 
bounds  by  her  hufband — fhe  ftar<ved 
b erf  elf  to  death  ! 

The  only  children  from  the  mar- 
*iage  above,  were  Mr.  Elwes,  and 
i  daughter  who  married  the  father 
)f  the  late  Colonel  Timms — and 
Tom  thence  came  the  intail  of  fome 
Dart  of  the  prefent  eftate. 

At  an  early  period  of  life  he  was 
ent  to  Weflminfler  School,  where 
te  remained  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 
During  that  time  he  certainly  had 
tot  mifapplied  his  talents — for  he 
vas  a  good  clajfical  fcholar  to  -the 
aft — and  it  is  aoircumflance  not  a 
ittle  remarkable,  though  well  au- 
henticated,  that  he  never  read  af- 
er wards.  Never  was  he  <  feen  at 
my  period  of  his  future  life  with  a 
)ook,  nor  has  he  in  all  his  different 
loufes  now  left  behind  him,  books 
hat  would*  were  they  colledled  to- 
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gether,  fell  for  two  pounds.  His 
knowledge  in  accounts  was  ftill 
more  tnfling--«and  in  fome  mealure 
may  account  for  the  total  ignorance 
he  was  always  in  as  to  his  own  af¬ 
fairs. 

From  Weflminfler  School,  Mr* 
Elwes  removed  to  Geneva,  where 
-he  foon  entered  upon  purfuits  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  ft.udy.  The 
riding-mafter'6?  the  academy  there, 
had  then  to  boaft,‘  perhaps,,-  three  of 
the-  heft: '  riders  in  Europe,  Mr. 
Worfley,  Mr. -Elwes,  and  Sir  Syd¬ 
ney  Meadows.  Of  the  three,  Elwes 
was  reckoned  ‘the  moil  defperate : 
the  young  horfes  .were.; always  put 
into  his  hands,  and  he  was  the  rough- 
rider  to  the  other  two. 

On  his  return  to  England,  after 
an  abfence  of  two  or.,  three  years, 
he  was  to  be  introduced  to  his  uncle, 
the  late  Sir  Harvey  Elwes,  who 
•was  then  living  at  Stoke,  in. Suffolk, 
perhaps  the  mod:  perfect  fitiure  of 
human  penury  that  ever  exiiled.  The 
attempts  of  having  money  were,  in 
him, '  fo  extraordinary,  that  Mr. 
Elwes,  perhaps,  never  quite  reached 
them,  even  at  the  laft. period  of  his 
life. 

His  poffeffions  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  were  fuppofed  to  be,  at  leaf: 
two  hundred  and  ffty  thoufand  pounds 
• — his  annual  expenditure  was  about 
■one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  ! 

However  incredible  this  may  ap¬ 
pear,  it  is  yet  flriftly  true  ;  his 
cloaths  coil  him  .  nothing,-  Tor  he 
took  them  out  of  an  old  cheft*; where 
they  had  lain  fmee,  the  gay.-days  of 
Sir  jervaife.  ... 

He  kept  his  houfehold;.  .chiefly 
upon  game,  and  fifh  which  -he  had 
in  his  own  ppnd’s ;  and  the  cows 
which  grazed  before  -his  own  door 
furnifhedTniik,  chede, and  butter, 

0  >  for 
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for  the  little  ceconomical  houfehold. 
What  fuel  he  did  burn,  his  woods 
Supplied. 

To  this  uncle,  and  this  property, 
Mr.  Elwes  fucceeded,  when  he  had 
advanced  beyond  the  fortieth  year 
of  his  age.  And  for  fifteen  years 
previous  to  this  period,  it  was,  that 
he  was  known  in  the  fafhionable 
circles  of  London.  He  had  always 
a  turn  for  play  ;  and  it  was  only  late 
in  life,  and  from  paying  always, 
and  not  always  being  paid,  that  he 
conceived  difgufl  at  the  inclination. 

The  theory  which  he  profefl’ed, 
“  that  it  was  impojjible  to  ajk  a  gen - 
t(  tlemati  for  money  f  he  perfectly 
confirmed  by  the  pradtice ;  and  he 
never  violated  this  feeling  to  the 
latefl  hour  of  his  life. 

On  this  fubjedt,  which  regards 
the  manners  of  Mr.  Elwes,  gladly  I 
feize  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  of 
them  with  the  praife  that  is  their 
due*  They  were  fuch — fo  gentle, 
fo  attentive,  fo  gentlemanly,  and 
fo  engaging,  that  rudenefs  could  not 
ruffle  them,  nor  ftrong  ingratitude 
break  their  obfervance.  He  retain¬ 
ed  this  peculiar  feature  ofj"  the  old 
court  to  the  laft ;  but  he  had  a 
praife  far  beyond  this  ;  be  had  the 
molt  gallant  difregard  of  his  own 
perfon,  and  all  care  about  himfelfi 
I  ever  witneffed  in  man. 

It  is  curious  to  remark,  how  he 
then  contrived  to  mingle  fmall  at¬ 
tempts  at  faving,  with  objedls  of 
the  moft  unbounded  diflipation.  Af¬ 
ter  fitting  up  a  whole  night  at  play 
lor  thousands,  with  the  molt  fafhi¬ 
onable  and  profligate  men  of  the 
time,  amidft  fplendid  rooms,  gilt 
fophas,  wax  lights,  and  waiters  at¬ 
tendant  on  his  call,  he  would  walk 
out  about  four  in  the  morning,  not 
towards  home,  but  into  Smithfield  1 
to  meet  his  own  cattle  which  were 


coming  to  market  from  Thaydoir- 
hall,  a  farm  of  his  in  Eflex.  There 
would  this  fame  man,  forgetful  of 
the  feenes  he  had  juft  left,  ftand 
in  the  cold  or  rain,  bartering  with 
a  carcafs-batcher  for  a  pilling  t 
Sometimes  when  the  cattle  did  not 
arrive  at  the  hour  he  expected,  he 
would  walk  on  in  the  mire  to  meet 
them?  and,  more  than  once,  has 
gone  on  foot  the  whole  way  to  his 
farm  without  flopping,  which  was 
feventeen  miles  from  London,  after 
fitting  up  the  whole  night. 

He  always  travelled  on  horfeback. 
To  fee  him  fetting  out  pn  a  journey, 
was  a  matter  truly  curious ;  his  firft 
care  was  to  put  two  or  three  eggs, 
boiled  hard,  into  his  great  coat 
pocket,  or  any  feraps  of  bread 
which  he  found — baggage  he  nevet 
took— then,  mounting  one  of  his 
hunters,  his  next  attention  was  tc 
get  out  of  London,  into  that  road 
where  turnpikes  were  the  fewell 
Then,  flopping  under  any  hedge 
where  grafs  prefented  itfelf  for  his 
horfe,  and  a  little  water  for  himfeif 
he  would  fit  down  and  refrefh  him¬ 
feif  and  his  horfe  together. 

In  the  life  of  Mr.  Elwes,  the  lux¬ 
uriant  fburces  of  induftty  or  enjoy¬ 
ment  all  flood  ftill.  He  encouragec 
no  art ;  he  bellowed  not  on  any  im¬ 
provement;  he  diffufed  no  bleffing: 
around  him  ;  and  the  diftrefted  re 
ceived  nothing  from  his  hand.  Wha 
was  got  from  him,  was  only  obtain 
ed  from  his  want  of  knowledge- - 
by  knowledge  that  was  fuperior 
and  knaves  and  (harpers  might  hav< 
lived  upon  him,  while  poverty  anc 
honefty  would  have  ftarved. 

But  not  to  the  offers  of  high  in- 
terefi  alone,  were  his  ears  open.  Th< 
making  him  trifling  prefents,  o: 
doing  bulinefs  for  him  for  nothing— 
were  little  fnug  allurements  which 
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an  the  hands  of  the  needy?  always 
drew  him  on  to  a  loan  of  money. 
A  fmall  wine-merchant  who  had 
thefe  views — begged  his  acceptance 
of  fome  very  fine  wine,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  obtained  the  loan  of  fome 
hundred  pounds.  Old  £lwes  ufed 
ever  after  to  fay,  **  It  was,  indeed, 
<very  jme  wine ,  for  it  cofl  him  twenty 
founds  a  battle  l” 

Mr.  Eiwes,  from  his  father*  Mr. 
Meggot,  had  inherited  fome  pro¬ 
perty  in  houfes  in  London ;  parti¬ 
cularly  about  the  Hay  market,  not  far 
from  which  old  Mr.  Eiwes  drew  his 
iirffc  breath — for,  by  his  regifter,  it 
appears,  he  was  born  in  St.  James’s 
parilh.  To  this  property  he  began 
now  to  add,  by  engagements  with  one 
of  the  Adams,  about  building,  which 
he  increafed  from  year  to  year  to  a 
very  large  extent.  Great  part  of 
MarybonO  foon  called  him  her 
founder.  Portland-place  and  Port- 
man-fquare,  the  riding-houfes  and 
ftables  of  the  fecond  troop  of  life 
guards,  and  buildings  too  numerous 
to  name,  all  rofe  out  of  his  pocket. 

In  polfeffions  fo  large,  of  courfe 
it  would  happen  that  fome  of  the 
houfes  were  without  a  tenant ;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  Mr. 
Eiwes,  whenever  he  went  to  Lon¬ 
don,  to  occupy  any  of  thefe  pre- 
mifes  which  might  happen  to  be 
vacant.  He  had  thus  a  new  way 
of  feeing  London  and  its  inhabi¬ 
tants — for  he  travelled  in  this  man¬ 
ner  from  ftreet  to  ftreet ;  and  when¬ 
ever  any  body  chofe  to  take  the 
houfe  where  he  was,  he  was  always 
ready  to  move  into  any  other.  He 
was  frequently  an  itinerant  for  a 
night's  lodging ;  and  though  mailer 
of  above  an  hundred  houfes,  he 
never  wilhed  to  reft  his  head  long 
in  any  he  chofe  to  call  his  own.  A 
couple  of  beds,  a  couple  of  chairs. 


a  table,  and  an  old  woman,  were 
all  his  furniture;  and  he  moved 
them  them  about  at  a  minute’s 
warning. 

The  fcene  which  terminated  the 
life  of  this,  old  woman,  is  not  the 
leaft  lingular  among  the  anecdotes 
that  are  recorded  of  Mr.  Eiwes. 
But  it  is  too  well  authenticated  to 
be  doubted.  I  had  the  circumftance 
related  to  me  by.  the  late  Colonel 
Timms  himfelf. 

Mr.  Eiwes  had  come  to  town  in 
his  ufual  way — and  taken  up  his 
abode  in  one  of  his  houfes  that 
were  empty.  Colonel  Timms,  who 
wilhed  much  to  fee  him,  by  fome 
accident  was  informed  that  his  uncle 
was  in  London ;  but  then  how  to 
find  him  was  the  difficulty.  He  en¬ 
quired  at  all  the  ulual  places  where 
it  was  probable  he  might  be  heard 
of :  he  went  to  Mr.  Hoare’s,  his 
banker — to  the  Mount  Coffee-houfe 
— but  no  tidings  were  to  be  heard 
of  him.  Not  many  days  afterwards, 
however,  he  Learnt  from  a  perfon 
whom  he  met  accidentally,  that 
they  had  feen  Mr.  Eiwes  going  into 
an  uninhabited  houfe  in  Great 
Marlborough-ftreet.  This  was  fome 
clue  to  Colonel  Timms  :  and  away 
he  went  thither.  As  the  belt  mode 
of  information,  he  got  hold  of  a 
chairman-*- but  no  intelligence  could 
he  gain  of  a  gentleman  called  Mr. 
Eiwes,  Colonel  Timms  then  de- 
feribed  his  perfon — but  no  gentleman 
had  been  feen.  A  pot-boy,  however, 
recoliefted  that  he  had  feen  a  poor 
old  man  opening  the  door  of  the , 
liable,  and  locking  it  after  him  : 
and  from  every  defeription,  it  agreed 
with  the  perfon  of  old  Mr.  Eiwes. 
Of  courfe.  Colonel  Timms  went  to 
the  houfe  : — he  knocked  very  loud¬ 
ly  at  the  door — but  no  one  anfwered* 
Some  of  the  neighbours  faid  they 
C  3  had 
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had  feen  fuch  a  man,  but  ho-.anfwer 
could  be  obtained  from  the  houfe; 
On  this  added  information,  how¬ 
ever,  Colohei  Timms  refolved  to 
have  the  liable  door  opened,  'and  a 
blackfmith  was  fent  for— -and  they 
entered  the  houfe  top-ether.  In  the 

O 

lower  parts  of  it— all  was  fhui  and 
filent.  On  afcending  the  hair-cafe 
however,  they  heard  the  moans  of  a 
perfon,  feemingly  in  diftrefs,  They 
went  to  the  chamber — and  there; 
upon  an  old  pallet  bed,  lay  ftretched 
out,  feemingly  in  death,  the  figure 
of  old  Mr.  Elwes.  For  fome  time 
he  feemed  iqfenfible  that  any  body 
was  near  him  ;  but  on  fome  cordials 
being  adminiftered  by  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  apothecary,  who  was  fent  for,- 
he  recovered  enough  to  fay— That 
he  had,  he  believed,  been  ill  for 
two  or  three  days,  and  that  there  , 
was  an  old  woman  in  the  houfe,  but 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  fhe  had  not 

t 

been  near  him.  That  Ihe  had  been 
ill  herfelf,  but  that  fhe  had  got  well, 
he  fuppofed,  and  gone  away.” 

On  repairing  to  the  garrets,  they 
found  the  old  womans  the  com¬ 
panion  of  all  his  movements,  and 
the  partner  of  all  his  journies — 
ftret,ched  oat  lifclefs  on  a  rug  upon 
the  floor.  To  all  appearances  fhe 
had  been  dead  about  two  days. 

In  three  fucceflive  parliaments, 
Mr.  Elwes  was  .chofen  for  Berk- 
hi  ire  :  and  he  fat -as  member  o  f  the 
houfe'  of  commons  about  twelve 
years.  It  is  to  his  honour — an  ho¬ 
nour  in  thefe  times,  indeed,  mo  ft 
rare  !  that  in  every  part  of  his 
conduit,  and  in  every  vote  he  gave, 
he  proved  himfelf  to  be  what  he 
truly  was— an  independent  country 
gentleman. 

All  this  time  the  income  of  Mr. 
.Elwes  was  increafing  hourly,  and  his 
prefect  expenditure-  was  next  to  no- 
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thing;  for  the  little  pleafurei  he- 
had  once  engaged  in,  he  had  now 
given  up.  He  kept  no  houfe,  and 
only  one  old  fervant  and  a  couple  j 
of  horfes ;  he  refided  with  his  ne- : 
phew ;  his  tw'O  fons  he  had  ftation- 
ed  in  Suffolk  and  Berkfhire,  to  look 
after  his  refpedtive  eftates ;  and  his 
drefs  certainly  was  no  expence  to 
him;  for,  had  not  other  people 
been  more  careful  than  himfelf,  he 
would  not  have  had  it  even  mended. 

When  he  left  London,  he  went 
on  horfeback  to  his  country  feats, 
with  his  couple  of  hard  eggs ,  and 
without  once  flopping  upon  the  road 
at  any  houfe.  He  always  took  the 
moft  unfrequented  road— -but  Mar- 
cham  was  the  feat  he  now  chiefly 
vifited ;  which  had  fome  reafon  to 
be  flattered  with  the  preference,  as 
his  journey  into  Suffolk  coft  him 
only  two  pence  halfpenny ,  while  that 
into  Berkfhire  amounted  to  four- 
pence  ! 

When  his  fon  was  in  the  guards, 
he  was  frequently  in  the  habit  of 
dining  at  the  officers’  table  there. 

O  % 

The  politenefs  of  his  manners  ren¬ 
dered  him  agreeable  to'  every  one, 
and  in  time  he  became  acquainted 
with  every  officer  in  the  corps  ; 
amongib  the  reffi,  with  a  gentleman 
of  the  name  of  Telnpeft,-  whofe 
good-humour  was  almoft  proverbial. 
A  vacancy  happening  in  a  majority , 
it  fell  to  this  gentleman  to  purchafe; 
but  as  money  is  not  always  to  .be 
got  upon  landed  property  im?nedi- 
ately,  it  was  imagined  fome  officer 
would  have  been  obliged  to  pur- 
chafe  over  his  head.  Old  Mr. 
Elwes  heard  of  the  circumffance, 
and  fent  him  the  money  next  mor¬ 
ning.  He  afked  no  fecurity — he 
had  feen  Captain  Tempeft,  and 
liked  his  manners ;  and  he  never 
once  afterwards  talked  to  hinr  ’about 

the 
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the  payment  of  it.  On  the  death 
of  Captain  Tempeft,  which  hap¬ 
pened  Ihortly  after,  the  money  was 
replaced.  That  Mr.  Elwes  was  no 
icier  by  the  event,  does  not  take 
away  from  the  merit  of  the  deed ; 
and  it  Hands  amongft  thofe  lingular 
records  of  his  character,  that  reafon 
has  to  reconcile  or  philofophy  to 
account  for,  that  the  fame  man,  at 
one  and  the  fame  moment,  Could 
be  prodigal  of  thoufands,  and  yet 
almoft  deny  to  himfelf  the  neceflaries 
of  life  ! 

As  no  gleam  of  favourite  paffion, 
or  any  ray  of  amufement,  broke 
through  this  gloom  of  penury,  his 
infatiable  defire  of  faving  was  now 
become  uniform  and  fyftematic,  He 
ufed  Hill  to  ric^e  about  the  country 
on  one  of  thefe  mares — but  then  he 
rode  her  very  ceconomically ;  on 
the  foft  turf  adjoining  the  road, 
without  putting  himfelf  to  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  fhoes — as  he  obferved, 
u  The  turf  was  fo  pleafant  to  a 
horfe’s  foot !”  And  when  any  gen¬ 
tleman  called  to  pay  him  a  vifit, 
and  the  boy  who  attended  in  the 
ftables  was  profufe  enough  to  put  a 
little  hay  before  his  horfe,  old  Elwes 
would  ilily  Heal  back  into  the  liable, 
and  take  the  hay  very  carefully 
away. 

That  very  ftrong  appetite  which 
Mr.  Elwes,  had  in  Tome  meafure  re- 
llrained  during  the  long  fitting  of 
parliament,  he  now  indulged  moll 
voracioufiy,  and  on  every  thing  he 
could  find.  To  fave,  as  he  thought, 
the  expence  of  going  to  a  butcher, 
he  would  have  a  whole  fneep  killed, 
Rnd  fo  eat  mutton  to  the — end  of 
the  chapter.  When  he  occafionally 
had  his  river  drawn,  though  fome- 
times  horfe-loads  of  fmall  fifh  were 
taken,  not  one  would  he  fuller  to 
be  thrown  in  again,  for  he  obferv«? 
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ed,  “  He  Ihould  never  fee  them 
again  !,r  Game  in  the  lall  Hate  of 
putrefaflion,  and  meat  that  walked 
about  his  plate ,  would  he  continue 
to  eat,  rather  than  have  new  things 
killed  before  the  old  provifion  was 
finilhed. 

With  this  diet — the  charnel- hoi fe 
of  fujlenance — his  drefs  kept  pace — 
equally  in  the  lall  ilage  of  abfolute 
dijfolution.  Sometimes  he  would 
walk  about  in  a  tattered  brown- 
coloured  hat :  and  fometimes.  in  a 
red  and  white  woollen  cap,  like  a 
prifoner  confined  for  debt. 

When  any  friends,  who  might 
cccafionaHy  be  with  him,  were  ab-; 
fent,  he  would  carefully  put  out 
his  own  fire,  and  walk  to  the  houfe 
of  a  neighbour;  and  thus  make  one 
fire  ferve  both.  In  Ihort,  whatever 
Cervantes  or  Moliere  have  pictured, 
in  their  moll  fportive  moods,  of 
avarice  in  the  extreme ,  here  might' 
they  have  feen  realized  or  fur- 
palled  1 

His  Ihoes  he  never  would  fuller 
to  be  cleaned,  left  they  Ihould  be 
worn  out  the  fooner. 

The  fcene  of  mortification,  at 
which  Mr.  Elwes  was  now  arrived, 
was  all  but  a  denial  of  the  common  ne- 
ceftaries  of  life  :  and  indeed  it  might 
have  admitted  a  doubt,  whether  or 
not,  if  his  manors,  his  filh-ponds, 
and  fome  grounds,  in  his  own 
hands,  had  not  furnifhed  a  fubfilt- 
ence,  where  he  had  not  any  thing 
actually  to  buy,  he  would  not,  rather 
than  have  bought  any  thing,  have 
ftarved ; — ftrange  as  this  may  ap¬ 
pear,  it  is  not  exaggerated. — He, 
one  day,  during  this  period,  dined 
upon  the  remaining  part  of  a  moor¬ 
hen,  which  had  been  brought  out 
of  the  river  by  a  rat !  and  at  an¬ 
other,  eat  an  undigefted  part  of  a 
pike,  which  the  larger  one  had 

C  4  fwallowed. 
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fwallowed,  but  had  not  finifhed, 
and  which  were  taken  in  this  ftate 
in  a  net  1  At  the  time  this  laft  cir- 
c^umilance  happened,  he  difcovered 
a  ftrange  kind  of  fatisfaftion,  for 
he  faid  to  me — “  Aye  1  this  was 
killing  two  birds  with  one  Hone  !” 
In  the  room  of  all  comment-— of  all 
moral — let  me  fay,  that  at  this  time, 
Mr.  Elwes  was  perhaps  worth  near¬ 
ly  eight  hundred  thovfiand  pounds ! 
and,  at  this  period,  he  had  not 
made  his  will,  of  courfe,  was  not 
laving  from  any  fentiment  of  affec¬ 
tion  for  any  perfon. 

As,  in  the  day,  he  would  now 
allow  himfelf  no  fire,  he  went  to 
bed  as  foon  as  day  clofed,  to  fave 
candle ;  and  had  began  to  deny 
himfelf  even  the  pleafure  of  fleep- 
ing  in  jheets.  In  ihort,  he  had  now 
nearly  brought  to  a  climax  the 
moral  of  his  whole  life— -the  pcrfedl 
•vanity  of  •wealth. 

On  removing  from  Stoke,  he 
went  to  his  farm-houfe  at  Thaydon 
Hall;  a  fcene  of  more  ruin  and  de- 
folation,  if  poffible,  than  either  his 
houfes  in  Suffolk  or  Berkfhire.  It 
flood  alone,  on  the  borders  of  Ep- 
ping  Forell;  and  an  old  man  and 
woman,  his  tenants,  were  the  only 
perfons  with  whom  he  could  hold 
any  conv^rfe.  Here  he  fell  ill; 
and,  as  he  would  have  no  affiftance, 
and  had  not  even  a  fervant,  he  lay, 
unattended  and  almoft  forgotten, 
for  nearly  a  fortnight— indulging, 
Seven  in  death ,  that  avarice  which 
malady  could  not  fubdue.  It  was 
at  this  period  he  began  to  think  of 
making  his  will. 

The  property  difpofed  of  to  two 
natural  children,  may  amount,  per¬ 
haps,  to  five  hundred  thoufand pounds. 
The  entailed  efiates  fall  to  Mr. 
Timms,  fon  of  the  late  Richard 
Timms,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Second  Troop  of  Horfe  Guards. 
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The  clofe  of  Mr.  Elwes’s  lift 
was  {till  referved  for  one  fingularity 
more,  and  which  will  not  be  held 
lefs  fingular  than  all  that  has  pafied 
before  it,  when  his  difpofition  and 
his  advanced  age  are  confidered. 
He  gave  avuay  his  affections :  he 
conceived  the  tender  pajjion.—lxx 
plain  terms,  having  been  accuftom- 
ed  for  fome  time  to  pafs  his  hours, 
out  of  ceconomy,  with  the  two  maid 
fervants  in  the  kitchen — one  of  them 
had  the  art  to  induce  him  to  fall  in 
love  with  her ;  and  it  is  matter  of 
doubt,  had  it  not  been  difcovered, 
whether  fhe  would  not  have  had  the 
power  over  him  to  have  made  him 
marry  her. 

But  good  fortune,  and  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  his  friends,  faved  him  from 
this  laft  aft — in  which,  perhaps, 
the  pitiable  infirmity  of  nature, 
weakened  and  worn  down  by  age 
and  perpetual  anxiety,  is  in  fome 
meafure  to  be  called  to  account. 

Mr.  George  Elwes  having  now 
fettled  at  his  feat  at  Marcham,  in 
Berkfhire,  he  was  naturally  defirous, 
that  in  the  afliduities  of  his  wife, 
his  father  might  at  length  find  a 
comfortable  home.  In  London  he 
was  certainly  moil  uncomfortable  ; 
but  kill,  with  thefe  temptations 
before  and  behind  him,  a  journey, 
with  any  expence  annexed  to  it, 
was  infurmountable.  This,  how*, 
ever,  was  luckily  obviated  by  an 
offer  from  Mr.  Partis,  a  gentleman 
in  the  law,  to  take  him  to  his  an¬ 
cient  feat  in  Berkfhire,  with  his 
purfe  perfectly  whole — a  circum- 
ltance  fo  pleafing,  that  the  general 
intelligence  which  renders  this  gen* 
tleman  fo  entertaining,  was  not  ade- 
qnate  to  it  in  the  opinion  of  Mr, 
Elwes.  But  there  was  one  circum- 
fiance  kill  very  diflrefling— the  old 
gentleman  had  now  nearly  worn  out 
his  laft  coat,  and  he  would  not  buy 
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a  new  one ;  his  (on,  therefore,  with 
a  pious  fraud  that  did  n.im  honour, 
contrived  to  get  Mr.  Partis  to  buy 
him  a  coat,  and  make  him  a  prelent 
of  it.  Thus,  f  rmerly  having  had 
a  good  coat,  then  a  bad  one,  and, 
at  laft,  no  coat  at  all— he  was  kind 
enough  to  accept  one  from  a  neigh¬ 
bour. 

Mr.  Elwes  carried  with  him  into 
Berkfhire  fve  guineas  and  an  half 
and  half  a  crown.  Led  the  mention 
of  this  fum  may  appear  Angular,  it 
Ihould  be  faid,  that  previous  to  his 
journey,  he  had  carefully  wrapped 
it  up  in  various  folds  of  paper,  that 
no  part  of  it  might  be  loft.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  old  gentleman,  Mr. 
George  Elwes  and  his  wife,  whole 
good  temper  might  well  be  expected 
to  charm  away  the  irritations  of  ava¬ 
rice  and  age,  did  every  thing  they 
could  to  make  the  country  a  Icene 
of  quiet  to  him.  But  "  he  had  that 
within’*  which  baffled  every  effort 
of  this  kind.  Of  his  heart  it  might 
be  faid,  “  there  was  no  peace  in 
Ifrael.”  His  mind,  call  away  upon 
die  vaft  and  troubled  ocean  of  his 
property,  extending  beyond  the 
bounds  of  his  calculation,  returned 
to  amufe  itfelf  with  fetching  and 
carrying  about  a  few  guineas,  which 
in  that  ocean,  was  indeed  ,a  drop. 

The  firft  fy  nip  toms  of  more  im¬ 
mediate  decay,  was  his  inability  to 
enjoy  his  reft  at  night.  Frequently 
would  he  be  heard  at  midnight  as 
if  ftruggling  with  fome  one  in  his 
chamber,  and  crying  out,  “  I  will 
keep  my  money,  I  will ;  nobody 
lhall  rob  me  of  my  property  !”  On 
any  one  of  the  family  going  into 
his  room,  he  would  ftart  from  this 
fever  of  anxiety,  and,  as  if  waking 
from  a  troubled  dream,  again  hurry 
into  bed,  and  feem  uncqnfckms  of 
what  had  happened. 
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At  other  times,  when  perfectly 
awake,  he  would  walk  to  the  fpot 
where  he  had  hidden  his  money,  to 
fee  if  it  was  fafe.  One  night,  while 
in  his  waking  Hate,  he  miffed  his 
treafure  —  that  great  fum  of  five 
guineas  and  an  half,  and  half  a 
crown/”  That  great  fum  which  he 
carried  down  into  Berkfhire  as  his 
laft,  deareft  pleafure !  That  great 
fum,  which  at  times  folaced  and 
diftra&ed  the  laft  moments  of  a 
man,  whofe  property,  nearly  reach¬ 
ing  to  a  million,  extended  itfelf  ai- 
moft  through  every  county  in  England? 

The  circumftances  of  the  lols 
were  thefe 

Mr.  Partis,  who  was  then  with 
him  in  Berkfhire,  was  waked  one 
morning  about  two  o’clock  by  the 
ncife  of  a  naked  foot,  feeminglv 
walking  about  his  bed-chamber  with 
great  caution.  Somewhat  alarmed 
at  the  circumftance,  he  naturally 
afked,  "  Who  is  there?”  on  which 
a  perfon  coming  up  towards  thi 
bed,  faid  with  great  civility — “  Sir, 
my  name  is  Elwes  ;  I  have  been 
unfortunate  enough  to  l^e  robbed  in. 
this  houfe,  which  I  believe  is  mine, 
of  all  the  money  I  have  in  the 
world — of  fve  guineas  and  an  half 
and  half  a  crown  /” — *  Dear  Sir,” 
replied  Mr.  Partis,  “  I  hope  you 
are  miftaken  ;  do  not  make  yourfelf 
uneafy.”— 1 “  O!  no,  no;”  rejoined 
the  old  gentleman  ;  “  it’s  all  true  : 
and  really,  Mr.  Partis,  with  fuch  a 
fum — I  Ihould  have  liked  to  have 
feen  the  end  of  it.” 

This  unfortunate  fum  was  found 
a  few  days  after  in  a  corner  behind 
the  vvindow-fhutter. 

On  the  1 8th  day  of  November 
1789,  Mr.  Elwes  difeovered  figns 
of  that  utter  and  total  weaknefs, 
which  in  eight  days  carried  him  to 
his  grave.  On  the  ev^ping  of  the 
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firft  day  lie  was  conveyed  to  bed- — • 
from  which  he  rofe  no  more.  His 
appetite  was  gone — he  had  but  a- 
faint  recollection  of  any  thing  about 
him  ;  and  his  lad  coherent  words 
were  addreffed  to  his  fon,  Mr. 
John  Elwes,  in  hoping  “  he  had 
left  him  what  he  wilhed.”  On  the 
morning  of  the  26th  of  November, 
he  expired  without  a  figh  ! — with 
the  eafe  with  which  an  infant  goes 
to  deep  on  the  bread  of  its  mother, 
worn  out  with  “  the  rattles  and  the 
toys”  of  a  long  day. 


Anecdotes  relative  to  the  Englifh 
Nation  ;  from  D’Archenholz’s 
Picture  of  England. 

H  E  ^national  pride  of  the 
Englifh  is  a  natural  confe- 
etnence  of  a  political  conditution, 
by  which  every  citizen  is  exempted 
from  any  other  dependence  than 
that  impofed  by  the  laws. 

This  pride  is  carried  among  them 
to  a  great  length.  Indeed,  how  is 
it  poffibie  to  know  and  to  feel  all 
the  merit  of  fuch  a  fyftem  of  li¬ 
berty,  without  attaching  an  uncom¬ 
mon  value  to  it  ?  This  "fame  fenti- 
ment,  with  which  we  fo  violently 
reproach  the  Englifh  of  the  prefent 
times,  has  always  been  felt  by  the 
mod  enlightened  nations  in  the 
world. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  carried 
it  dill  farther.  This  laudable  pride, 
which  with  them  was  united  to  a 
lively  and  fervid  patriotifm,  occa¬ 
sioned  thofe  heroic  aflions  which 
will  for  ever  be  engraved'in  the  re¬ 
cords  of  immortality.  If  the  mo¬ 
dern  hidory  of  England  be  equally, 
filled  with  glorious  atchievements, 
it  is  to  a  love  of  their  country  that 
all  this  ought  to  be  afcribed  ;  a  love 
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Which,  carried  to  the  extreme,  as  it 
has  been,  by  ho  e  haughty  iiland- 
ers>  cannot  be  conceived  without  a 
certain  degree  of  contempt  for  thofe 
nations  who  do  not  poffefs  fimilar 
fenfations. 

This  fault,  if  it  is  one,  is  dill 
more  common  amongd  the  Spaniards 
than  them;  but  being  founded  on 
no  folid  grounds,  it  has  become 
very  judly  a  fubjeCt  of-  ridicule. 
The  Englilh  themfeNes  are  hated  on 
this  account,  although  their  very 
enemies,  at  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts,  pay  tribute  to  their  extraor¬ 
dinary  merit.*— Envy  will  glide  into* 
nations,  as  well  as  individuals. 

There  are,  perhaps,  no  people  in 
Europe  who  poffefs  fo  much  natural 
pride  as  the  French  :  it  will  be  eafy, 
with  a  little  penetration,  to  recon¬ 
cile  this  with  that  urbanity  and 
thofe  polite  manners  for  which  they 
are  fo  didinguifhed.  It  is  under 
this  mafk  that  the  fly  Frenchman- 
conceals  thofe  marks  of  envy  with 
which  he  views  his  Engjifh  neigh¬ 
bours. 

It  was  this  offenffve  pride  of  the 
Englifh  that  fo  many  nations  drove 
to  humble  during  the  American 
war.  Many  even  of  the  dates  of 
Germany,  among  whom  the  fpirit 
of  imitation  exercifes  fuch  a  defpotic 
rule,  that  they  neither  think,  live, 
nor  exid  but  after  the  French,  were 
animated  with  the  fame  defire. 
They  carried  their  madnefs  fo  far 
as  to  forget  the  blood  and  the  trea- 
fures,  which  that  nation,  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  century,  has  facrificed  for  the 
advantage  and  repofe  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  They  even  wifiled,  without 
knowing  why,  to  fee'  the  fource  of 
her  greatnefs  dried  up. 

It  ought,  however,  to  be  remark¬ 
ed,  that  the  principal  members  of 
the  empire,  guidedby  a  more  found 

and 


CHARA 

and  judicious  policy,  trembled  for 
England;  even  Switzerland,  which 
was  neither  connected  with  her  by 
politics  nor  commerce,  offered  up 
continual  vows  for  her  preferva- 
tion. 

A  traveller,  more  efpecially  if  he 
paffes  immediately  from  France 
into  Great  Britain,  in  looking  for 
that  politenefs  at  once  fo  fplendid 
and  fo  trifling,  which  he  has  been 
ufed  to,  will  not  fail  to  imagine  the 
Englidi  rude  and  uncultivated  ;  and 
this  merely  becaufe  he  does  not  give 
himfelf  the  trouble  to  fearch  beyond 
the  furface  of  their  character. 

Grofley,  a  member  of  the  French 
academy,  recounts,  with  fome  hu¬ 
mour,  in  one  of  his  letters,  a  cir- 
cumflance  that  happened  to  him. 
He  had  gone  to  England,  preju¬ 
diced  with  the  idea,  that  he  was 
about  to  vifit  the  mod  unpolifhed  na¬ 
tion  in  Europe.  A  few  days  after 
his  arrival  he  went  to  the  theatre. 
The  pit  was  very  crowded ;  and 
being  there  alone,  and  exceedingly 
inquifitive,  he  began  to  recoiled!  the 
little  Englifh  of  which  he  was  maf- 
ter,  and  put  feveral  queftions  to  the 
perfon  next  himr  His  neighbour, 
who  did  not  underhand  a  word  of 
the  jargon  which  ' he  uttered,  rifes 
precipitately,  turns  his  back  to  him, 
and  departs.  Grofley  was  but  lit¬ 
tle  furprifed  at  this  condudt,  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  ungenteel  in  appearance, 
and  which,  for  fome  moments,  only 
ferved  to  confirm  him  in  his  former 
opinion  :  but  he  was  foon  put  to  the 
blufh  when  he  faw  the  Engjifhman 
return.  This  good-natured  man 
had  perceived,  at  the  other  end  of 
the  pit,  one  of  his  friends  who 
fpoke  French;  and  having  pierced 
the  crowd  which  fepara ted  them,  he 
returned  with  much  difficulty,  lead¬ 
ing  him'  in  his  hand. — I  afk,  whe¬ 


ther  this  is  true  politenefs  or  not  f 
A  Frenchman,  by  paying  him  a 
handfome  compliment,  would  have 
imagined  that  he  had  done  enough  ; 
the  Englishman,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  that  he  ought  to  do  more, 
and  he  accordingly  did  it.  If  it  is 
then  in  afiions,  and  not  in  fimple 
.  words,  that  real  urbanity  coniifts, 
one  is  obliged  to  confefs  that  the 
Englifh  are  the  mod  polifhed  nation 
in  Europe. 

The  principle  of  fuch  aflions  is 
there  alfo  more  pure,  becaufe  a 
beggar  has  no  -occafron  to  humble 
himfelf  before  the  mod  wealthy, 
and  a  citizen  in  eafy  circumdances 
knows  no  bounds  to  his  independ¬ 
ence. 

The  moral  charafler  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  has  indeed  degenerated,  but, 
notwithdanding  this,  it  is  dill  edi- 
mable  ;  for  it  is  not  from  its  parlia¬ 
ments,  its  oriental  depredators,  and 
the  crews  of  its  privateers,  who 
all  aim  at  a  certain  end,  that  we 
ought  to  judge  of  the  nation.  Many 
members  of  parliament  afpire  at 
eminent  fituations,  and  allow  them- 
felves  to  be  corrupted ;  fo  alfo  do 
the  adventurers  who  leave  Europe 
with  an  intention  to  plunder  Ada ; 
and'  it  is  the  very  nature  of  pirates 
to  rob  and  daughter. 

Is  it  from  the  refufe  of  a  com¬ 
munity  that,  we  are  to  imbibe  our 
opinions  of  the  moral  charafler  of  a 
people';  or  from  a  multitude  of  god¬ 
like  aflions,  which  are  performed 
every  day,  by  thoufands  in  this 
idand  ? 

An  extraordinary  event,  which 
occurred  a  few  years  fmce,  will  ferve 
to  elucidate  the  noble  and  generous 
manner  of  thinking  among  the  Eng¬ 
lifh.  The  emigrations  from  the 
empire,  of  which  fuch  fad  complaints 
are  made,  even  at  this  day,  and 
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which  ire  founded  on  reafons  partly 
jult,  and  partly  imaginary,  gave  an 
opportunity  to  a  German  gentleman 
to  form  a  very  fingular  fcheme. 

The  name  of  this  projedtor,  and 
his  intentions,  are  Hill  unknown ; 
the  arts  alfo  which  he  pradtifed  to 
put  in  execution  fuch  a  well-con¬ 
certed  plan,  are  equally  obfcure  :  it 
is,  however,  certain  that  a  common 
genius  durlt  never  imagine,  far  lefs 
be  able  to  put  in  execution,  an  en- 
terprife  of  this  nature.  In  the  year 
1765,  he  went  to  England  at  the 
head  of  800  adventurers,  confifting 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  whom 
he  had  collected  in  the  Palatinate, 
Franconia,  and  Suabia,  by  promif- 
ing  them  that  they  would  be  much 
more  happy  in  the  Englifli  colonies. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  port  of 
London,  this  fingular  man  difap- 
peared,  and  has  never  lince  been 
heard  of. 

At  once  miferable  and  difappoint- 
ed,  thefe  unfortunate  wretches,  nei¬ 
ther  knowing  the  language,  nor  be¬ 
ing  acquainted  with  any  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  with  only  a  few  rags 
to  cover  them,  were  entirely  bewil¬ 
dered  in  that  extenfive  capital. 
Without  an  afylum,  without  even 
bread  for  their  children,  who  alked 
for  it  with  the  mod  piercing  cries, 
they  knew  not  to  whom  they  could 
add  refs  themfelves. 

In  hopes  of  a  lefs  cruel  delliny, 
they  lay  down  in  the  open  air,  in 
the  midfl:  of  thofe  llreets  neared  to 
the  wharf  where  they  had  been  land¬ 
ed.  In  every  other  city,  even  in 
Paris  itfelf,  the  unexpected  arrival 
of  a  colony  of  eight  hundred  per- 
fons,  would  have  been  talked  of 
every  where,  and  proper  meafures 
taken  accordingly  ;  but  the  landing 
of  fuch  a  numerous  body  was  for  a 
long  time  unknown  in  London. 


The  inhabitants,  indeed,  of  that 
part  of  the  town,  and  alfo  the  paf- 
fengers,  were  greatly  adonifhed  at 
the  appearance  of  this  fingular 
groupe,  who  bewailed  their  misfor* 
tunes  in  an  unknown  language  ;  but 
not  being  able  to  difcover  the  caufe, 
they  gave  themfelves  but  little  con¬ 
cern  on  the  fubjedt. 

Two  days  pafled  in  this  manner, 
and  thefe  poor  people  remained  ex- 
pofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  ele¬ 
ments,  and  the  cravings  of  hunger. 
Some  died  for  want,  on  the  third 
day.  Their  mifery  was  now  at  the 
extreme,  for  their  arrival  was  un¬ 
known  any  where  elfe  than  in  this 
little  corner  of  the  fuburbs  :  not  a 
fmgle  word  of  it  had  tranfpired  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  city  or  Weflminfter. 

The  inhabitants  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  were  not,  however,  unfeeling 
fpedtators  of  fo  many  calamities : 
they  aided  them  as  far  as  they  were 
able ;  but  what  are  the  feeble  fuc- 
cours  of  poverty  at  fuch  a  crifis  i 
The  bakers  were  accuftomed  to  fend 
their  fervants  every  morning  loaded 
with  bafkets  of  bread,  which  they 
diftributed  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  their  matters.  One  of  thefe 
happening  to  pafs  near  the  place 
where  thefe  emigrants  were  encamp¬ 
ed,  heard  that  they  had  been  fe- 
veral  hours  without  any  fubttftence. 
“  If  it  is  fo,”  fays  he,  at  the  fame 
time  placing  his  pannier  in  the  midfl: 
of  them,  “  our  cuftomers  mud  have 

patience  to-day  5  were  my  mafter 
“  to  lofe  them  all,  he  would  not  be 
“  angry.  I  will,”  added  he,  “  aid 
“  thefe  poor  creatures,  if  I  pay  for 
“  it  out  of  my  own  wages.” — I 
truft  that  the  behaviour  of  this  man 
does  not  need  a  commentary. 

The  Reverend,  Mr,  Wafchel,  a 
clergyman  of  the  German  church, 
who  lived  near  to  them,  at  laft  re- 

folved 


Solved  to  advertife  this  fingular 
event  in  the  newfpapers.  In  a  let¬ 
ter  which  he  iriferted,  and  which 
was  figned  with  his  own  name,  he 
particularizes,  in  a  molt  afte&ing 
detail,  the  mifery  of  his  country¬ 
men,  and  implores'  in  their  behalf 
the  generous  companion  of  the  Eng- 
Iilh,  on  which  thefe  wretches  had 
fo  much  relied  when  they  left  their 
native  country.  The  effedl  of  this 
was  incredible  and  beyond  expecta¬ 
tion. 

The  morning  papers  are  gene¬ 
rally  printed  at  eight  o’clock ;  by 
nine  a  man  arrives  on  horfeback 
from  one  of  the  moft  diftant  parts 
of  Weftminfter,  and  brings  to  Mr. 
Wafchel  a  bank  note  for  tool,  fter- 
ling.  The  meffenger  would  not 
mention  the  donor,  but  it  was  af¬ 
terwards  found  to  be  the  old  coun- 
tefs  of  Chefterfield,  who  performed 
fo  charitable  an  aClion. 

This  might  be  called  the  earned 
•of  the  whole  nation.  It  feemed  to 
rain  bank  notes  and  guineas  upon 
the  good  pried.  Coffee  -  ho  ufes 
tvere  opened  for  fubferiptions,  at¬ 
tendants  were  appointed  to  fupply 
them  with  neceffaries,  as  they  them- 
felves  were  not  able  to  buy  them ; 
phyficians  and,  apothecaries  were 
afligned,  and  nurfes  and  interpreters 
appointed  tp  them :  in  a  word,  the 
wants  of  thi?  deferted  band  were  fa- 
tisfied,  their  forlorn  dtuation  re¬ 
moved,  and  they  themfelves  in- 
fpired  witl*  ^he  fweet  hope  of  better 
profpe&s  before  thre  middle  of  that 
very  day. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fubffirip- 
tions  continued  open,  and  there 
never,  perhaps,  was  fuch  a  general 
contribution.  There  were  but  few. 
•rich  people,  of  a  certain  rank,  in 
all  the  kingdom,  who  did  not  adid 
«n  ©ccafien.  I  myfelf  have 


read  the  lift  of  thofe  benefactors  tp 
my  countrymen,  and  hare  counted 
more  than  twenty  who  gave  a  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  each,  and  fome  even 
more.  The  fum  total  is  unknown 
to  me ;  it  was,  however,  fufficient 
to  entertain  this  numerous  body  of 
people,  during  five  months,  in 
London;  at  the ‘end  of  that  period 
they  were  carried  to  Carolina,  in 
vefi’els  hired  for  the  purpofe,  and 
provided  with  proper  neceffaries. 
They  had  a  very  excellent  paffage 
to  America,  and  received,  at  the 
inftant  of  their  arrival,  not  only 
every  thing  neceffary  for  their  efta- 
blifhment,  but  alfo  the  remainder 
of  the  money  which  had  been  col¬ 
lected  for  them. 

It  may  be  imagined  that  the 
Germans,  fettled  in  London,  ftiew- 
ed  themfelves  equally  generous  to¬ 
wards  their  countrymen  as  the  Eng- 
lifh. — Not  only  thofe  in  eafy  cir- 
cuinftances,  but  even  opulent  peo¬ 
ple,  to  whom  the  nation  had  eon- 
lided  the  care  of  thefe  unfortunate 
wretches,  received  money  for  their 
fervices  out  of  the  fund  ariling  from 
the  fubferiptions,  and  charged  at 
the  higheft  rate  1 

The  prifons  for  confining  debtors 
in  England,  are  fuch  as  might  be 
expected  in  a  nation  which  regards 
the  powerful  and  facred  rights  of 
humanity. 

As  it  is  extremely  eafy  to  con¬ 
tract  debts  in  England,  it  muft 
therefore  neceffarily  follow,  tliat 
the  gaols  are  always  full  of  pri- 
foners.  The  pooreit  people,  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  not  common  bcgr 
gars,  labour  with  the  utmoft  affidu- 
ity  to  hire  a  fmall  tenement,  and 
become  boufekeepers ,  becaufe,  befides 
the  convenience  re! ulting  from  it, 
there  are  certain  privileges  annexed 
to  fuch  a  fcation.  Jn  confluence 
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of  this,  they  prefer  the  moil  mife- 
rable  ..cottage  hired  in  their  own 
name,  to  more  convenient  apart¬ 
ments  in  another  houfe. 

From  this  proceeds  the  great 
Humber  of  htoufes  in  London,  which, 
on  this  very  account,  are  as  five  to 
three  in  proportion  to  thofe  of 
Paris,  where  all  the  inhabitants  live 
heaped  upon  one  another. 

The  national  charader  is  difco- 
v£red  in  this  very  cireumftance. 
It  often  happens,  that  a  man  has 
nothing  in  his  little  houfe,  but  a 
bed,  a  table,  and  fome  chairs  ;  and 
yet,  in  quality  of  a  koufekeeper ,  he 
procures  a  certain  degree  of  credit, 
and  no  one  makes  any  difficulty  in 
trading  him.  The  butchers,  the 
bakers, the  tayiors,the  {hoe-makers, 
&c.  & c.  furnifh  him  with  whatever 
he  may  ftand  in  need  of,  without 
requiring  ready  money ;  people  in 
good  circumftances  generally  make 
them  wait  till  Chriftmas  :  a  fhorter 
time  is  however  fixed  for  the  poor; 
and  whenever  the  debt  amounts  to 
the  fum  of  *  forty  {hillings,  the 
creditor  has  a  right  to  arrefi:  the 
debtor. 

Nothing  is  more  eafy  than  this. 
He  goes  to  the  fheriffs’  office,  where 
there  is  generally  no  other  perfon 
than  a  clerk ;  he  informs  him  of 
his  bufmels,  and  alks  for  a  writ. 
The  clerk,  whole  duty  it  is  to 
didribute  thefe  writs  without  mak¬ 
ing  any  inquiry,  receives  his  fee, 
alter  having  firft  made  him  kifs 
the  bible,  the  ufual  manner,  of  tak¬ 
ing  an  oath  in  England. 

The  bailiffs,  of  whom  I  made 
mention  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
are  afterwards  employed,  in  virtue 
of  their  office,  to  arred  the  debtor. 
The  people  deteft  thefe  men;  and 

*  By  a  late  ad,  no  ene  can  be  arrefted 
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it  is  very  natural,  for  they  lead n  lazy 
life,  and  inhabit  good  houfes,  which 
ferve  as  temporary  prifons.  The 
creditor  carries  the  writ  to  one  ©{ 
thefe,  and  gives  him  indrudlions.' 
The  bailiff  conveys  the  prifoner  to 
his  houfe,  where  he  remains  for 
twenty- four  hours :  during  this  time, 
he  makes  ufe  of  every  art,  either  to 
fettle  the  matter,  or  procure  bail. 
If  an  accommodation  does  not  take 
place  in  that  time,  the  officer  con- 
duds  him  to  prifon  :  a  fee  however, 
properly  applied,  will  often  procure 
an  indulgence  for  feveraldays. 

As  there  are  two  prifons,  called 
the  King’s  Bench  and  the  Fleet, 
which  are  peculiar  to  England,  and 
have  nothing:  fimilar  to  them  in 
Europe,  they  ufually  make  choice 
of  one  of  thefe.  The  latter  is 
fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  city  ; 
the  other  in  St.  George’s  Fields. 
No  traveller  that  I  am  acquainted 
with,  has  ever  given  a  particular 
account  of  thefe  lingula/  and  un¬ 
common  gaols.  They  never,  in¬ 
deed,  have  been  mentioned  among 
us  but  in  fome  Englilh  romances, 
which  are  very  juftly  rejected  as  fo 
many  fidions  and  improbabilities. 
So  true  it  is,  that  we  have  only  a 
few  vag;ue  ideas  of  a  nation  con- 
cerning  which  we  never  ceafe  to 
fpeak ;  which  we  endeavour  to 
imitate  in  almoft  every  thing,  and 
which  is  fo  very  near  to  us. 

It  may  -be  (aid,  that  thefe  prifons 
are  two  republics  exiiling  in  the 
bofoiji  of  the,  metropolis,  &nd  en¬ 
tirely,  independent  of  it.  Thefitu- 
ation  and  the  largenefs  of  the  firft 
render  it  more  .commodious  than 
the  other.  Its  *  boundaries  are 
marked  by  a  wall,  which  contains 
a  prodigious  extent  of  grounds 

for  any  debt  below  ths  fum-of  ten  pounds. 
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Within  its  circumference  a  great 
number  of  houfes  are  built  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  prifoners ;  a 
garden  where  they  may  walk,  a 
place  where  they  may  play  at  fives, 
public-houfes  where  beer  and  wine 
are  fold,  a  coffee-houfe,  fliops,  &c. 
&c. 

All  the  mechanics  who  follow 
trades  which  do  not  require  much 
room  nor  long  preparation,  are 
allowed  here  to  exercife  their  re- 
fpe&ive  avocations,  which  they 
denote  by  figns  at  their  doors  and 
windows.  You  may  find  taylors, 
fhoe-makers,  wig-makers,  &c.  &c. 
who  not  only  work  for  the  other 
prifoners,  but  alfo  for  their  cus¬ 
tomers  elfevvhere,  who  kill  continue 
to  employ  them.  They  generally 
make  their  families  flay  with  them, 
and  live,  very  comfortably.  Thofe 
who  are  at  liberty  fometimes  fur- 
pafs  in  number  thofe  who  are  con¬ 
fined,  and  the  whole  often  amounts 
to  two  or  three  thoufand.  There 
is  no  guard  but  at  the  entrance ; 
the  greatelt  liberty  reigns  within; 
neither  bars,  nor  bolts,  nor  irons, 
nor  gaoler  are  to  be  perceived ; 
nothing,  in  one  word,  to  denote  a 
prifon. 

As  their  doors  are  never  locked 
up,  the  inhabitants  may  divert 
themfelves  for  whole  nights  toge¬ 
ther:  they  have  even  been  known 
to  give  balls  and  concerts.  The 
free-mafons  have  a  lodge  here.  It 
was  in  the  king’s  bench  that  Wilkes 
was,  in  the  year  1769,  received  as 
a  member  of  that  fbciety. 

The  gates  are  open  from  feven 
o’clock  in  the  morning  till  nine  at 
night.  Any  perfon  impelled  either 
by  curiofity  or  bufinels,  may  go 
and  come  during  thofe  hours,  with¬ 
out  being  a  iked  any  queftions. 
During  Wilkes’s  imprifoimaent,  the 
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avenues  were  continually  choaked 
up  by  the  number  of  carriages  that 
were  bringing  vifitors  to  him. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  per- 
fons  afraid  of  being  arreked,  run 
to  this  place  as  to  an  afylum,  where 
they  remain  with  fome  of  the  pri¬ 
foners  whom  they  are  acquainted 
with,  and  never  depart  till  they 
have  made  terms  with  their  cre¬ 
ditors,  or  taken  fome  other  ne- 
ceflary  Heps.  For,  according  to 
the  conkitution  of  this  Angular 
commonwealth,  the  per  Ions  who  fly 
there  for  refuge,  cannot  in  any 
manner  be  molcited  by  thofe  on  the 
outride.  The  infide  is  a  fantkuary, 
facred  to  liberty,  where  the  bailiiF 
dares  not  penetrate.  He  never 
goes  further  than  the  lobby,  where 
he  depofits  his  priloners.  Woe  to 
him  if  he  pafl'es  one  kep  beyond 
it ! 

In  this  prifon,  there  are  apart¬ 
ments  which  would  not  dilgrace  a 
palace.  Thefe  are  generally  oc¬ 
cupied  by  rich  people,  who  pay  for 
them  at  a  very  dear  rate :  for  no¬ 
thing  is  more  common  than  to  fee 
perfons  who  pokefs  comiderable 
fortunes  conduced  to  this  place, 
who  remain  there  as  long  as  they 
pleafe,  and  fet  out  whenever  they 
choofe  to  make  the  neceflary  ar¬ 
rangements  with  their  creditors. 
During  their  confinement  they 
Iquander  large  fums  of  money,  and 
give  a  great  deal  in  charity  to  their 
fellow-prifoners. 

One  may  here  fee  people  drefled 
in  the  molt  fafhionable  clothes ; 
afiemblies  of  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
apartments  elegantly  furnithed,  and 
tables  delicately  ferved.  The  gen¬ 
teel  and  polite  air  every  -  where 
viiible,  will  never  allow  any  one  to 
think  that  all  this  is  in  a  ?a>  l. 

One  is  aljnolt  lure  of  meeting 

good 
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good  company  at  this  place,  as  it 
is  frequented  by  refpeCtable  per- 
fons,  who  have  loft  their  fortunes 
by  fome  unforefeen  accidents. 

It  was  here  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Horne  wrote  his  excellent  book  on 
the  government  and  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  that  Wilkes  formed  the  plan 
of  his  prefent  grandeur. 

The  unbecoming  affemblage  of 
the  two  fexes,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
abufes  of  this  prifon.  I  have,  al¬ 
ready  faid,  that  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  country,  the  hulhand  is 
obliged  to  anfvver  for  the  debts  of 
his  wife,  fo  that  it  is  he  only  that 
is  arrefted.  One  does  not  there¬ 
fore  meet  with  married  women 
here,  but  there  are  plenty  of  wi¬ 
dows  and  unmarried  ladies.  Thefe 
laft,  who  are  all  prieftelfes  of  Ve¬ 
nus,  abound  in  great  plenty,  and 
fometimes  exceed  an  hundred.  One 
r.of  thefe  null  be  very  difagreeable, 
if  jfhe  does  not  find,  on  her  arrival, 
feveral  who  will  offer  to  lhare  their 
apartments  with  her,  and  even  their 
beds.  When  they  are  tired  of  each 
other  they  feparate,  and  make  a 
frelh  choice.  It  often  happens  that 
they  remain  with  their  lovers  after 
they  are  liberated  ;  and  it  is  not  at 
all  uncommon  to  fee  them  forming 
connections  here,  which  are  only 
diffolved  by  death. 

The  voluptuous  life  which  they 
lead  in  this  gaol,  is  alfo  augmented 
by  the  continual  vifits  which  their 
lovers  make  them.  However,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  debauchery  wKich 

fenerally  prevails,  it  very  rarely 
appens  that  it  is  attended  with 
confequences  punilhable  by  the 
laws. 

There  are  certain  diftrifts  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  king’s  bench 
and  the  fleet,  called  rules ,  which 
form;  a  circuit  of  two  Snglilh  miles. 


The  prifoner  may  not  only  ramble 
but  even  live  within  thele,  when¬ 
ever  he  can  find  fecurity  that  he 
will  not  efcape.  It  is  remarked,! 
that  no  nation  is  fo  credulous  as  the 
Engiifh. 

There  are  a  great  many  agree¬ 
able  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  king’s  bench,  where  tea  and; 
coffee  are  fold,  and  which  in  an 
afternoon  are  full  of  prifoners. 

The  marihal  has  upwards  of  three 
thoufand  a  year,  in  falary  and  per- 
quifites ;  for  this  he  has  very  little 
to  do,  as  he  never  troubles  himfelf 
about  the  interior  regulations :  he 
is  obliged,  however,  to  give  large 
fecurity,  as  he  becomes  liable  to 
the  debts  of  all  thole  who  efcape. 
About  ten  years  fince,  four  pri¬ 
foners,  wliofe  debts  amounted  to 
1,500/.  fterling,  efcaped  by  means 
of  a  hole  in  the  garden  wall.  Be¬ 
fore  he  paid  fo  much  money,  the 
marihal  bethought  himfelf  of  a 
very  lingular  expedient.  He  gave 
notice  that  he  would  give  them 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  fums  for  which 
they  had  been  confined,  provided 
they  would  furrender  themfelves. 
Three  of  them  actually  acceded  to 
the  agreement,  received  the  ftipu- 
lated  payment,  and  returned  to 
their  former  habitation. 

Although  the  care  of  this  gaol  is 
entirely  confided  to  the  marihal, 
yet  he  is  not  permitted  to  interfere 
in  its  internal  regulations,  and  is 
very  feldom  feen  within  its  walls. 
Every  prifoner,  whether  man  or 
woman,  is  a  member  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  participates  in-all 
its  privileges.  They  choofe  a  lord 
chief  juftice,  and  a  certain  number 
of  judges,  who  affemble  once  ft 
week,  and  decide  controverfies. 

In  this  court  they  terminate  a  It 
quarrels,  nutke  laws  concerning  the 
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police,  hear  all  complaints,  and 
pronounce  final  judgment  :  in  a 
word,  every  thing  is  equally  at¬ 
tended  to  as  in  a  well-governed 
community.  Every  one  has  a  right 
to  attend  and  plead  his  own  caufe. 
Thofe  who  are  not  able  to  exprefs 
themfelves  with  propriety  in  public, 
fuch.  as  women,  for  example,  em¬ 
ploy  others  to  relate  their  com¬ 
plaints,  or  defend  their  interefts. 

Of  all  the  remarkable  objedls 
which  England  offers  to  the  eye  of 
a  foreigner,  no  one  is  more  worthy 
of  his  admiration,  than  the  aftoniih- 
ing  beauty  of  the  women. 

It  produces  fuch  a  furprifing 
effeft,  that  every  ftranger  mult  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Engliih  ladies  over  all  others.  The 
moll  exa£t  proportions,  an  elegant 
figure,  a  lovely  neck,  a  fkin  uncom¬ 
monly  fine,  and  features  at  once 
regular  and  charming,  diftinguifli 
them  in  an  eminent  degree.  Their 
private  virtues  alfo  render  them 
capable  of  enjoying  all  the  felicity 
of  the  marriage  hate. 

The  pronenefs  of  the  whole  na¬ 
tion  to  melancholy,  renders  the 
women  grave  and  ferious ;  their 
minds  are  lefs  occupied  about  plea- 
fures,  than  in  folicitude  for  the 
happinefs  of  their  hulbands,  and 
the  management  of  their  domeftic 
concerns.  Even  women  of  quality 
fuckle  their  children  ;  they  think 
that  the  name  and  duties  of  a 
mother  have  nothing  in  them,  which 
they  ought  to  blufh  at,  and  that  no 
flation  on  earth  is  comparable  to 
the  pleafures  of  maternal  tender- 
nefs,  and  the  agreeable  refle&ions 
which  refult  from  it. 

Notwithftanding  vice  is  often 
pufhed  to  the  extreme  in  the  ca¬ 
pital,  it  is  very  uncommon  to  fee  a 
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married  woman  become  profligate, 
and  give  way  to  infamous  plea¬ 
fures.  To  this  there  is  always  an 
infurmountable  bar  in  her  love  for 
her  family,  the  care  of  her  houfe- 
hold,  and  her  own  natural  gravity. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  is  npt  a 
city  in  the  whole  World,  where  the 
honour  of  a  hufband  is  in  lefs  dan¬ 
ger  than  in  London. 

It  is  to  this  ferious  and  melan¬ 
choly  difpofition  that  we  ought  to 
attribute  the  attachment  of  the 
Engliih  catholics  to  the  cloifler, 
and  which  has  induced  fo  many  of 
them  to  retire  to  France,  and  Hill 
more  to  Flanders.  They  have 
even  eftablilhed  a  fpecies  of  con¬ 
vents  in  England,  for  thofe  who  do 
not  like  to  leave  their  native  coun¬ 
try.  A  certain  number  of  ladies 
live  there  in  common,,  perform  di¬ 
vine  fervice  together,  and  conform 
to  all  the  inftitutions  of  that  order 
to  which  their  boufe  belongs.  Like 
other  nuns,  they  take  the  vows, 
and  their  drefs  is  always  plain  and 
modeft. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the 
prodigious  attachment  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  politics.  This  paffion  is 
a&ually  among  them  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  marriage.  A  hulband  who 
can  talk  of  nothing  but  public 
affairs,  is  always  fure  to  find  in  h;s 
wife  a  perfon  with  whom  he  may 
converfe  concerning  thofe  topics 
which  intereft  him  moll.  He  has 
no  need  to  go  abroad,  to  fatisfy  his 
appetite  for  this  darling  fubjeT. 

The  Engliih  are  not  ungrateful 
to  nature  for  her  prodigality  to¬ 
wards  them.  The  children  are 
.  ' 

never  bound  up  in  fwaadling- 
clothes,  but  covered  with  a  thin 
drefs,  which  gives  a  perfect  free¬ 
dom  to  all  their  motions.  The* 
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great  advantages  arifmg  from  im 
culation,  become  every  day  mor 
perceptible. 

The  fchools  for  the  education  of 
young  people  of  both  fexes,  are 
almoll  always  in  the  country.  In 
Walking  through  the  charming 
villages  which  lurround  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  one  is  delighted  to  fee 
three  or  four  houfes  together,  dedi¬ 
cated  folely  to  this  purpofe.  Thefe 
lupport  a  prodigious  number  of 
language- mailers,  dancing-mailers, 
muiic-mailers,  &c.  &c. 

The  ladies,  trailing  perhaps  too 
much  to  their  natural  charms,  often 
aegletl  the  means  of  fetting  them 
off  to  advantage.  But  a  very  few 
even  of  the  women  of  the  town 
make  ufe  of  rouge.  Many  women 
of  faihion,  when  dreffed  in  the  moil 
elegant  manner,  do  not  ufe  hair- 
powder;  ne&tnefs,  however,  which 
feems  actually  to  be  a  rage  amongil 
them,  is  never  negle&ed. 

The  moil  elegant  part  of  an’ 
Englifhwoman’s  apparel  is  her  hat, 
which  is  ufually  adorned  with  rib¬ 
bands  and  feathers.  No  female, 
of  whatever  rank,  dares  appear  in 
the  ilreets  of  London  on  foot,  with¬ 
out  one  of  thefe ;  the  very  beggars 
wear  them.  The  art  with  which 
they  place  them,  is  but  imperfectly 
imitated  by  foreigners,  who  know 
not  how  to  derive  from  them  all 
their  magical  advantages.  The 
charming  effeft  which  they  pro¬ 
duce,  made  Linguet  obferve,  that  if 
Homer  had  been  acquainted  with 
this  enchanting  drefs,  he  would  not 
only  have  given  a  ceilus  to  V enus, 
but  alio  a  hat. 

The  fair-fex  in  that  country  have 
a  number  of  cuftoms  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  and  among  others  that 
@f  riding  on  horfeback;  in  this 
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fituation,  they  may  be  feen  gallop¬ 
ing  by  hundreds  along  Hyde  Park, 
On  thefe  occafions,  they  are  always 
dreffed  like  Amazons  ;  a  prac¬ 
tice  introduced  by  queen  Anne> 
the  confort  of  Richard  II.  and 
which  has  continued  to  the  prefent 
time.  The  ladies  alfo  think  it  in¬ 
decent  to  Ihew  themfelves  at  the 
window.  .  It  is  only  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  circumllance  that  will  make  a 
woman  of  character  open  it,  to  fa- 
tisfy  her  curiofity.  The  women  of 
the  town,  however,  are  entirely 
above  fuch  a  prejudice. 

The  education  among  the  Eng- 
lifli,  as  far  as  it  regards  health,  is 
excellent :  I  cannot,  however,  fay 
fo  much  in  refpeCl  to  morals.  The 
abufes  which  prevail  in  the  great 
fchools  are  well  known ;  I  fhall 
therefore  be  filent  concerning  them. 
After  a  long*  contention  concerning 
the  advantages  and  difadvantages 
of  a  public  or  private  education,  it 
feems  at  laft  to  have  been  decided 
in  favour  of  the  former.  The 
young  duke  of  Bedford,  who  is  the 
richeil  peer  in  the  kingdom,  was 
for  feveral  years  at  Weftminfler, 
where  he  was  brought  up  as  other 
young  men.  His  table  and  his  bed 
were  entirely  the  fame  as  theirs. 
Two  guineas  a  week  were  allowed 
him  for  pocket  money;  and  out  of 
his  income,  which  amounts  to  fixty- 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  five 
hundred  only  were  expended  in  his 
education. 

All  the  exercifes  which  tend  to 
bring  the  mufcles  into  adlion,  and 
to  make  the  body  healthy  and  ro- 
buft,  are  the  daily  recreations  of 
thefe  public  fchools,  which,  not- 
withftanding  their  numberlefs  dif¬ 
advantages,  do  not,  however,  make 
youth  effeminate. 

A  great 
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A  great  number  of  children  of 
good  extra&ion  are  deftined  from 
the  earlieft  age  to  commerce,  and 
educated  accordingly.  This  prac¬ 
tice,  fo  wife  in  itfelf,  and  which 
was  the  fource  from  which  the  Ge- 
noefe  nobility  derived  their  opu¬ 
lence,  and  by  which  the  illuftrious 
houfe  of  Medicis  were  raifed  to 
a  throne,  where  they  became  the 
benefadlors  of  mankind,  was  not 
introduced  into  England  until  about 
the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  cen¬ 
tury. 

The  Englilh  nobility  during  the 
civil  war,  being  almoft  entirely  at¬ 
tached  to  the  king,  were  banifhed 
from  all  employments  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  whofe  power  then 
preponderated  ;  they  therefore  had 
ho  refource  but  in  trade.  Thofe 
who  pofTeffed  abilities  amaffed  im- 
menfe  riches,  and  contributed  by 
their  example  to  remove  the  ancient 
prejudices  which  Hill  fubfifted  in 
their  country  againft  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  a  merchant.  Soon  after 
this,  fome  of  the  firli  people  in  the 
kingdom  became  the  moil  zealous 
partizans  of  commerce,  and  em¬ 
barked  their  fortunes  in  it,  by 
which  means  they  at  once  gave  ac¬ 
tivity  and  vigour  to  trade.  This, 
it  is  affirmed,  was  the  origin  of  that 
fplendour  and  opulence  which  Eng¬ 
land  foon  after  acquired.  In  our 
own  time,  we  have  feen  the  fon  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  formerly  prime 
minifter  of  England,  a  private 
banker,  and  the  brother  of  lord 
Oxford,  a  citizen  of  London. 


Anecdotes  relative  to  Dean  Swift’r 
treatment  of  Mrs .  John  fon  and 
Mrs.  Vanhomrigh  ;  from  Literary 
Relics,  by  G,  M.  Berkeley,  Efj. 


]'  Am  now  come  to  the  only  part 
ajL  of  Swift’s  conduct  which  is,  in. 
my  opinion,  delerving  of  cenfure  ; 
t  mean  his  treatment  of  Stella  and 
Vaneffa.  But  be  it  remembered,, 
that  cenfure,  though  merited,  ftiould 
be  proportionate  to  the  crime.  Had 
the  Dean’s  accufers  taken  the  trou-, 
ble  of  candidly  invefligating  all  the 
circumllances  relative  to  that  double 
connection,  they  might  poffibly  have 
found  the  unfortunate  lover  not 
wholly  undeferving  of  pity. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  inquire 
how  far  the  treatment  Stella  expe¬ 
rienced  was  or  was  not  excufeable, 
J  fhall  inform  my  reader  who  Stella 
really  was.  On  this  point  all  the 
biographers  of  Swift  have  been 
mifinformed.  The  following  ac-. 
count  I  received  a  few  days  ago  in 
a  letter  from  Mrs.  Hearn,  niece  to 
the  celebrated  Mrs.  Joimfon,  and 
who  now  refides  at  Brighton  near 
Alresford,  Hants,  with  her  daughter 
Mrs.  Harrilon,  the  wife  of  a  moR 
refpe&able  clergyman  of  that  name. 

“  Mrs.  Eflher  Johnfon,  better 
“  known  by  the  name  of  Stella,  was 
“  born  at  Richmond  in  Surry  on 
the  13  th  of  March  1681.  Her 
“  father  was  a  merchant,  and  the 
“  younger  brother  of  a  good  family 
“  in  Nottinghamihire.  He  died 
«  young,  and  left  his  widow  with 
««  three  children,  a  fon  and  two 
“  daughters.  Whilfl  Mrs.  Johnfon 
lived  at  Richmond,  (he  had  the 
“  happinefs  of  becoming  firft  ac- 
(i  quainted  with  Lady  Gifford,  the 
«  fifter  of  Sir  William  Temple. 
«  The  uncommon  endowments, 
tt  both  of  body  and  mind,  which 
Mrs.  Johnfon  certainly  pofTeffed 
«  in  ail  high  degree,  foon  gained 
te  ber  not  only  the  etteem  but  the 
«  warm  friendfhip  of  that  excellent 
ft  lady;  a  friendlliip  which  laded 
D  *  *  "  till 
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“  till  death.  As  they  feldom  were 
*•  apart,  and  lady  Gifford  lived 
“  much  with  her  brother  Sir  Wil- 
**  liam,  it  was  through  her  that 
tf  Mrs.  Johnfon  and  her  two  daugh- 
“  ters  (her  fon  dying  young)  were 
•*  brought  to  the  knowledge  and 
**  friendihip  of  Sir  William  Temple 
“  and  his  lady  ;  who  difcovering  fo 
*<  many  excellencies,  and  fuch  fine 
w  parts,  in  the  little  Hetty ,  as  Ihe 
«  was  always  called  in  the  Temple 
“  family,  fo  far  took  upon  them- 
“  felves  the  care  of  her  education 
««  as  to  bring  her  up  with  their  own 
w  niece,  the  late  Mrs.  Temple  of 
*'  Moor  Park  by  Farnham — a  moft 
«  acceptable  piece  of  kindnefs  and 
**  friendihip  this  to  the  mother, 
tc  whole  little  fortune  had  been 
«  greatly  injured  by  the  South  Sea 
«  bubbles.  And  here  it  was  that 
**  Dr.  Swift  firft  became  acquainted 
“  with  Stella,  and  commenced  that 
“  attachment  which  terminated  in 
“  their  marriage.  The  caufe  why 
«  that  marriage  was  not  owned  to 
“  the  world  has  never  been  tho- 
“  roughly  explained.  It  is  the  opi- 
™  nion,  however,  of  her  own  family, 
«  that  their  finances  not  being  equal 
“  to  the  ftyle  in  which  the  Dean 
“  wilhed  to  move,  as  a  married 
man,  could  be  the  only  one ; 
“  Stella’s  own  fortune  being  only 
“  £.  1,500,  one  thoufand  of  which, 
as  a  farther  mark  of  friendihip, 
“  was  left  her  by  Sir  William 
*f  Temple  himfelf.  It  was  Dr. 
«r  Swift’s  wilh  at  laft  to  have  owned 
**  his  marriage ;  but  finding  herfelf 
«  declining  very  fad,  Stella  did  not 
*f  choofe  to  alter  her  mode  of  life, 
**  and  befides  fully  intended  coming 
4f  over  to  England  to  her  mother.” 

If  we  attentively  furvey  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Swift  from  the  firft  moment 
his  connection  with  the  far-famed 
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objeCt  of  his  wilhes  to  the  period 
immediately  preceding  her  death* 
we  fhall  be  at  a  lofs  to  point  out  the 
time  when,  confidently  with  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  prudence,  he  could  have 
united  himfelf  with  his  amiable 
miftrefs. 

From  the  promifed  munificence 
of  King  William,  he  received  no¬ 
thing  but  difappointment.  After 
his  retirement  from  Moor  Park 
till  his  connexion  with  Lord 
Berkeley,  he  had  no  profpeCt  of 
preferment.  On  his  promotion  to 
the  deanery  of  St.  Patrick,  a  fyftem 
of  the  fevered;  ceconomy  was  necef- 
fary  to  liquidate  the  debt  contracted 
by  a  long  and  vexatious  attendance 
on  miniftry ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
a  certain  degree  of  Hate  was  a  ne- 
cefiary  appendage  to  his  llation. 

To  the  union  of  Swift  and  Stella 
there  was,  however,  at  one  period 
of  their  connection,  a  much  more 
formidable  obfiacle  than  any  that 
could  have  arifen  from  prudence. 
It  is  with  reluCtance  I  proceed ;  but 
during  one  of  the  Dean’s  long  mi- 
nifterial  attendances  in  London, 
commenced  his  acquaintance  with 
Vaneffa. 

This  lady  pofieffed  wit,  youth, 
beauty,  a  competent  Ihare  of  wealth, 
and  unlverfal  admiration.  Thus  de¬ 
corated,  the  offered  herfelf  a  willing 
victim  at  the  flirine  of  Swift,  by 
whofe  genius  Ihe  was  completely 
fafcinated. 

To  behold,  without  emotion,  fuch 
a  facrifice,  was  hardly  to  be  ex«£ 
peCted  from  man.  But  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Swift  be  it  remembered, 
that  though  allured  by  fuch  attrac¬ 
tions  as  were  indeed  at  once  moil 
rare  and  powerful,  he  made  a  long 
and  obftinate  defence ;  and  when 
the  death  of  the  queen  exiled  him 
as  it  were  from  England,  he  ufed 
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all  the  force  of  argument  to  prevail 
on  Vanefla  to  fmother  the  deftruc- 
tive  flame  fhe  had  fo  long  nouriflied 
in  her  bofom,  and  which,  he  wifely 
apprehended,  would  at  fome  future 
period  kindle  a  conflagration,  from 
which  •  effe&s  the  moll  fatal  were 
juftly  to  be  dreaded.  Dazzled  at 
Jirfi  by  the  fplendor  of  his  conqueft, 
he  was  prevented  from  feeing  his 
own  conduct  in  a  proper  point  of 
view ;  but  when  the  death  of  the 
Queen  reminded  him  that  Ireland 
was  to  be  the  fcene  of  iris  remain¬ 
ing  years,  the  thought  of  wounding 
her  whom  he  had  invited  to  that 
country,  by  the  prefence  of  her  ri¬ 
val,  Ihocked  the  delicacy  of  his 
feelings ;  whillt  the  idea  of  Stella, 
negledted  and  forfaken,  returned 
with  redoubled  force,  and  once 
more  poflefled  itfelf  of  his  mind. 

Yet  at  the  moment  when  he  re¬ 
commended  to  Vanefla  forgetful- 
nefs  of  the  pall,  it  is  certain  he 
taught  what  he  could  not  pra&ife, 
and  that  what  was  right  was  pre¬ 
ferred  to  what  was  pleafant .  In  the 
eye  ofjuftice,  the  claims  of  Stella 
were  highly  forcible.  She  had,  at 
an  early  period  of  life,  yielded 
her  affe&ions  to  the  afliduities  of 
Swift.  To  enjoy  his  fociety,  fhe 
had  facrificed  her  country  and  her 
conne&ions,  and  had  fixed  her 
abode  in  a  part  of  the  world  where 
people  were  by  no  means  inclined 
to  put  the  bell  conllrudtion  on  the 
face  of  things. 

In  circumftances  like  thefe,  to 
have  finally  deferted  Stella  was  a 
piece  of  cruelty  and  of  villainy 
of  whiffll  her  lover  was  utterly  in¬ 
capable.  His  return  to  Ireland 
Certainly  leflened  her  anxiety,  and 
rendered  her  {Situation  more  tolera¬ 
ble  than  it  could  be  during  his  ab- 
fence.  Whatever  {lie  might  think 


of  the  Hate  of  his  afteXions,  fhe  Was 
at  leaf!  in  a  fituation  to  attempt  the 
recovery  of  them  ;  and  though  dif- 
appointment  had  killed  the  roles  of 
youth,  yet  her  converfation  was  Hill 
attractive,  her  mind  cultivated,  and 
her  manners  gentle.  But  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  unfortunate  Vanefla 
foon  violated  the  tranquillity  of 
Stella.  The  anxiety  infeparable 
from  fuch  a  fituation  as  hers  preyed 
on  her  fpirits,  and  materially  af- 
feXed  her  health. 

Swift,  Ihocked  at  the  efteXs  his 
own  inconftancy  was  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce,  requefled  Bilhop  *Afh,  the 
common  friend  of  both,  to  inquire 
from  Stella  what  could  rellore  her 
former  peace  of  mind.  Her  an- 
lwer  was  to  this  eireX,  “  That  for 
many  years  fhe  had  patiently  borne 
.the  tongue  of  (lander  ;  but  that  hi¬ 
therto  fhe  had  been  cheered  by  the 
hope  of  one  day  becoming  his 
wife:  that  of  fuch  an  event  fhe  now 
faw  no  probability ;  and  that,  con- 
fequently,  her  memory  would  be 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity  branded 
with  the  moft  unmerited  obloquy.’* 

Swift,  in  his  reply  to  this  decla¬ 
ration,  obferved,  that  “  in  early 
life  he  had  laid  down  two  maxims 
with  refpeX  to  matrimony :  The 
Jirfi  was,  never  to  marry  uni efs  pof- 
fefl'ed  of  a  competency  :  the  fecond, 
unlefs  this  was  the  cafe  at  fuch  a 
period  of  life  as  afforded  him  a 
probable  profpeX  of  living  to  edu¬ 
cate  his  family ;  but  yet,  flnee  her 
happinefs  depended  on  his  marryr 
ing  her,  he  would  direXly  com¬ 
ply  with  her  wifhes  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms :  That  it  flipuld  remain 
a  fecret  from  all  the  world,  unlefs 
the  difeovery  were  called  for  by 
fome  urgent  necejfity  ;  and  that  they 
fhould  continue  in  feparate  (Loafes.” 

To  thefe  terms  Stella  readily  ac- 
D  3  ceded j 
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ceded ;  and  in  1716  they  were 
married  by  the  Bifhop  of  Clogher, 
who  himfelf  related  the  circum- 
ltance  to  Bifhop  Berkeley,  by  whofe 
relict  the  ftory  was  communicated 
to  me. 

Swift,  by  marrying  Stella  at  a 
time  when  it  is  pretty  certain  he 
ceafed  to  entertain  for  iter  any  very 
impaffioned  fentiments,  is  one  proof 
that  he  thought  the  laws  of  honour 
intitled  to  the  ftriCleft  obfervance. 
He  law  when  it  was  too  late,  the  error 
of  this  conduct  towards  that  amia¬ 
ble  woman,  and  made  reparation  ; 
though,  to  be  fure,  his  declining 
to  acknowledge  her  was  a  ftep  that 
cannot  be  ju  (tided,  and  which  mull: 
be  attributed  merely  to  that  love 
of  fmgulari'ty,  which  in  a  greater 
or  lels  degree  is  infeparable  from 
genius. 

With  refpeCt  to  Vanelfa  I  have 
little  to  fay.  Whilfl,  in  juflice  to 
Swift,  I  cannot  refrain  from  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  firft  advances  came 
from  her,  I  Ihouid  not  forbear  re¬ 
calling  to  the  reader’s  recolieCUon 
what  is  remarked  a  few  pages  back, 
that  when  Vanefla  feleCted  Cadenus 
for  her  lover,  file  was  unwerfally 
fallowed  and  admired ;  and  whatever 
conflruCtion  may  be  put  on  a  cele¬ 
brated  poem,  which  it  is  to  be 
wilhed  had  never  feen  the  light,  I 
lliall  venture  to  alfert,  that  the  paf- 
£  on  fhe  entertained  for  Swift  was 
perfectly  innocent.  She  knew  of 
no  engagement  to  prevent  their 
union ;  and  to  obtain  that  union 
was  the  foie  objeCt  of  her  wifhes. 
Although  the  encouragement  fhe 
gave  to  Swift  might  be  rather  in* 
confident  with  the  etiquette  ob- 
‘  ferved  by  all  prudent  and  experienced 
women  when  in  a  fate  of  courtfhip; 
yet  for  this  inattention  it  is  by  no 


means  right  to  brand  her  memory 
with  the  fevered  obloquy. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  Dean’s  con¬ 
duct  towards  this  lady,  no  other 
apology  can  be  offered  than  this  : 
That  the  violence  of  the  paffion 
which  he  entertained  for  her,  blind¬ 
ed  him  to  the  fatal  effects  that  were 
likely  to  arife  from  fuch  a  connec¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  he  found  himfelf  un¬ 
expectedly  in  a  fituation  where  per - 
feajerance  was  wrong,  and  where  re-' 
treat  was  impojfibk.  Swift  has  been 
feverely  blamed  for  continuing  his 
connection  with  VanelTa  after  his 
marriage  with  Stella  :  But  be  it  re¬ 
membered,  that  though  in  this 
point  he  erred,  his  motive  was  fuch 
as,  though  it  could  not  jqftify,  cer¬ 
tainly  palliated,  the  crime.  He 
wanted  refolution  mortally  to  wound 
the  peace  of  one  who  loved  fo  well, 
Jultice  and  nature  contefted  the 
point  y  and  thofe  who  in  this  in¬ 
dance  may  cenfgre,  cannot  regret 
the  triumph  of  the  latter.  It  is 
likevvife  more  than  probTab]e,  that 
one  of  the  motives  which  induced 
Swift  to  conceal  his  marriage,  was 
a  with  to  fpare  Vanefia  fo  fevere  a 
pang  ;  the  effeCts  produced  by  the 
clifcovery  of  that  fatal  fecret  were 
forefeen,  and  are  too  well  known 
to  need  recapitulation.  Her  laf| 
will  declared  what  her  feelings  were : 
Her  appointing  Swift’s  mod  inti¬ 
mate  friend  Bifhop  Berkeley  to  be 
one  of  fbe  executioners  of  her  ven¬ 
geance,  Blows  the  violence  of  her 
refentment.  At  the  fame  time,  had 
the  hour  qf  Vaneffia’s  difiolution 
been  lefs  rapid  in  its  approach,  had 
death  allowed  the  dorm  of  paffion 
time  to  fubfide,  it  is  more  than  pro¬ 
bable  fhe  would  have  recalled  her 
order  refpeCting  the  publication  of 
their  mutual  correfpondence.  Her 
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paflions  were  violent,  and  confe- 
quently  would  have  been  Ihort- 
lived.  Her  heart  was  tender,  and 
her  fenfibility  great  ;  whilft  her 
mind  was  poffeffed  of  a  degree  of 
ftrength  not  always  to  be  found 
amongft  the  fair  fex  ;  and  her  ta¬ 
lents  in  many  points  eclipfed  thofe  of 
her  unfortunate  rival. 


Defer iption  of  Shirauz,  and  of  the 
Manners  of  the  Modern  Per  dans  ; 
from  Francldin’s  four  from  Ben¬ 
gal  to  Perfia. 

NO  place  in  the  world  produces 
the  necefTaries  of  life  in  great¬ 
er  abundance  and  perfection  than 
Shirauz ;  nor  is  there  a  more  de¬ 
lightful  Ipot  in  nature  to  be  con¬ 
ceived,  than  the  vale  in  which  it  is 
iituated,  either  for  the  falubrity  of 
the  air,  or  for  the  profufion  of  every 
thing  neceffary  to  render  life  com¬ 
fortable  and  agreeable.  The  fields 
yield  plenty  of  rice,  wheat,  and 
barley,  which  they  generally  begin 
to  reap  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
by  the  middle  of  July  the  harveft  is 
completed.  Molt  of  the  European 
fruits  are  produced  here,  and  many 
of  them  are  fuperior  in  fize  and 
flavour  to  what  can  be  raifed  in 
Europe,  particularly  the  apricot  and 
grape.  Of  the  grape  of  Shirauz 
there  are  feveral  forts,  all  of  them 
very  good,  but  two  or  three  more 
particularly  fo  than  the  reft ;  one 
is  the  large  white  grape,  called 
Reefli  Baba,  without  feed,  which  is 
extremely  lufeious  and  agreeable  to 
the  tallp;  the  fmall  white  grape, 
called  Afkeri,  alfo  without  feed,  and 
as  fweet  as  fugar  ;  the  black  grape, 
of  which  the  celebrated  wine  of 
Shirauz  is  made.  This  wine  is 
prefled  by  the  Arjnepians  and  Jews, 
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in  the  months  of  OClober  and  No¬ 
vember,  and  a  vaft  deal  is  exported 
annually  to  Abu  Shehr,  and  other 
parts  in  the  Perfian  Gulph,  for  the 
fupply  of  the  India  market.  The 
wine  of  Shirauz  is  really  delicious, 
and  well-deferving  of  praife ;  fo 
much  fo,  that  people  who  have 
drank  it  for  a  fpace  of  time,  feldom 
care  for  any  other,  though  at  the 
firft  tafte  it  is  rather  unpleafant  to 
an  European.  They  have  another 
kind  of  large  red  grape,  called  Sa- 
hibi,  the  bunches  of  which  Weigh 
feven  or  eight  pounds  each:  it  is 
fharp  and  rpugh  to  the  tafte,  and 
makes  vinegar  of  a  very  fuperior 
quality.  The  cherries  here  are 
but  indifferent ;  but  apples,  pears, 
melons,  peaches,  quinces,  necta¬ 
rines,  and  the  gage  plums,  are  all 
very  good,  and  in  the  greateft 
plenty.  The  pomegranate  is  good 
to  a  proverb;  the  Perflans  call  it 
the  fruit  of  Paradife. 

The  breed  of  horfes  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Fars  is  at  prefent  very  in¬ 
different,  owing  to  the  ruinous  flats 
of  the  country  ;  but  in  the  province 
of  Dufhtiftaan,  lying  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  it  is  remarkably  good.  The 
Iheep  are  of  a  fuperior  flavour, 
owing  to  the  excellence  of  the 
pafturage  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Shirauz,  and  are  alfo  celebrated 
for  the  finenefs  of  their  fleece  :  they 
have  tails  of  an  extraordinary  flze, 
feme  of  which  I  have  feen  weigh 
upwards  of  thirty  pounds  ;  but 
thofe  which  are  fold  in  the  markets 
do  not  weigh  above  fix  or  feven. 
Their  oxen  are  large  and  ftrong, 
but  their  flefti  is  feldom  eaten  by 
the  natives,  who  confine  themfelves 
chiefly  to  that  of  Iheep  and  fowls. 
ProvifiOns  of  all  kinds  are  very 
cheap  ;  and  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
tains  affording  an  ample  fupply  of 
D  4  fnpw 
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fnow  throughout  the  year,  the 
meaneft  artificer  of  Shirauz  may 
have  his  water  and  fruits  cooled 
without  any  expence  worthy  his 
confideratxon ;  this  fnow  being  ga¬ 
thered  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains, 
and  brought  in  carts  to  the  city,  is 
fold  in  the  markets.  The  price  of 
provifions  is  regulated  at  Shirauz 
with  the  greateft  exaCtnefs,  by  the 
Daroga,  or  judge  of  the  police,  who 
fets  a  fixed  price  upon  every  article, 
and  no  fhop-keeper  dares  to  demand 
more,  under  the  fevere  penalty  of 
lofing  his  nofe  and  ears ;  fuch  being 
the  punifhment  attached  to  a  crime 
of  this  nature by  which  means  the 
pooreft  inhabitants  are  effectually 
fecured  from  impofition,  in  fo  capi¬ 
tal  an  article  as  the  neceflaries  of 
life. 

Manufactures  and  trade  are  at 
prefent  greatly  decayed  in  Perfia, 
the  people  having  had  no  interval 
of  peace  to  recover  themfelves  fince 
the  death  of  Kerim  Khan  to  the 
prefent  period:  but  if  a  regular 
and  permanent  government  were 
once  again  to  be  eftablilhed,  there 
is  little  doubt  but  they  would  flou- 
rifh,  as  the  Perfians  are  very  inge¬ 
nious,  of  quick  capacities,  and  even 
the  lower  clafs  of  artificers  are  in- 
duftrious  and  diligent.  They  work 
in  filligree  and  ivory  remarkably 
well,  and  are  good  turners.  They 
have  at  Shirauz  aglafs  manufactory, 
where  they  caft  very  good  glafs,  of 
which  great  quantities  are  exported 
to  different  parts  of  Perfia;  by 
which  the  manufacturers  acquire 
confiderable  profit.  Mofl  of  the 
woollen  goods,  filks  and  worked 
linens,  are  brought  from  Yezd  and 
Carmania,  from  both  of  which 
places  they  alfo  export  felts  and 
carpets.  A  great  quantity  of  cop¬ 
per  is  produced  from  Tautis,  and 
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other  of  the  more  northern  parts  of 
Perfia.  Korn  is  remarkable  for 
excellent  fword  blades ;  but  at  pre¬ 
fent  all  trade  with  Europeans  is 
flopped ;  and  the  llate  of  the  coun¬ 
try  does  not  promife  a  fpeedy  re¬ 
turn  of  it.  India  goods  are  im¬ 
ported  chiefly  from  Abu  Shehr.  In 
matters  of  trade  amongfl:  the  natives, 
the  whole  is  under  the  regulation  of 
the  Caloonter,  or  town-clerk,  who 
regulates  the  duties  to  be  paid  ta 
the  Khan  on  all  imports :  this  is 
fometirries  executed  with  a  feverity 
which  leaves  the  merchant  little  or 
no  profit  upon  his  goods. 

The  climate  of  Shirauz  is  one 
of  the  moll  agreeable'  in  the  world, 
the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  being 
feldom  felt.  During  the  fpring  of 
the'  year,  the  face  of  the  country 
appears  uncommonly  beautiful.  The 
flowers,  of  which  they  have  a  great 
variety,  and  of  the  brightefl  hues, 
the  fragrant  herbs,  lhrubs,  and 
plants,  the  rofe,  the  fweet  bafil,  and 
the  myrtle,  all  here  contribute  to 
refrefh  and  perfume  the  natural 
mildnefs  of  the  air.  The  nightin¬ 
gale  of  the  garden  (called  by  the 
Perfians  Boolbul  Hezar  Dajiaan) 
the  goldfinch,  and  the  linnet,  by 
their  melodious  wafblings,  at  this 
delightful  feafon  of  the  year,  ferve 
to  add  to  the  fatisfaClion  of  the 
mind,  and  to  infpire  it  with  the  mofl: 
pleafing  ideas.  Their  mornings 
and  evenings  are  cool,  but  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  jday  is  very  pleafant.  In 
fummer,  the  thermometer  feldom 
rifes  above  feventy  -  three  in  the 
day-time,  and  at  night  it  generally 
finks  as  low  as  fixty-two.  The 
autumn  is  the  worft  feafon  of  the 
year,  that  being  the  time  when  the 
rains  begin  to  fall,  and  during  the- 
autumnal  months  it  is  confidered  by 
natives  as  the  mofl  unhealthy ; 

colds. 
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Colds,  fluxes,  and  fevers  being  very- 
general.  In  winter,  a  vail  deal  of 
fnow  falls,  and  very  thick,  but  ice 
is  rarely  to  be  foujid,  except  on  the 
fummits  of  the  mountains,  or  to¬ 
wards  Ifpahan,  and  the  more  nor¬ 
thern  parts  of  Perfia.  One  thing, 
which  is  moll  to  be  efteemed  in  this 
country,  and  renders  it  preferable 
to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  is 
their  nights,  which  are  always  clear 
and  bright ;  and  the  dew,  that  in 
moil  places  is  of  fo  pernicious  and 
dangerous  a  nature,  is  not  of  the 
leaft  ill  confequence  here :  there  is  ' 
none  at  all  in  fummer,  and  in  the 
other  feafons  it  is  of  fuch  a  nature, 
that  if  the  brighteft  fcimitar  fhould 
be  expofed  to  it  all  the  night,  it 
would  not  receive  the  leaft  ruft; 
a  circumftance  I  have  myfelf  expe¬ 
rienced.  This  drynefs  in  the  air 
caufes  their  buildings  to  laft  a  great 
while,  and  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  principal  reafons  that  the  cele¬ 
brated  ruins  of  Perfepolis  have  en¬ 
dured  for  fo  many  ages,  and  com¬ 
paratively  fpeaking,  in  fo  perfeCt  a 
Hate  that  place  being  fituated  in 
much  fuch  another  valley  as  Shi- 
rauz,  and  but  two  days  journey  from 
thence.  The  nights  in  Perfia,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  it,  are  moft  excellently 
adapted  for  the  fcience  of  aftronomy, 
being  of  extraordinary  brightness, 
and  far  preferable  in  that  point  to 
what  I  have  obferved  in  any  coun¬ 
try  in  which  it  has  been  my  fortune 
to  refide. 

In  attempting  to  fay  any  thing 

of  the  character  of  the  Perfians,  I 

am  fenftble  of  the  difficulty  of  the 

* 

undertaking,  from  my  being  fo 
ffiort  a  time  amongft  them.  An 
acquaintance  with  the  real  character 
of  a  people,  is  only  capable  of  being 
attained  by  a  very  long  refidence ; 
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yet  as,  during  my  ftay  in  Perfia, 
from  the  lituation  I  was  placed  in, 
by  living  in  a  native  family,  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  more  of 
the  nature  and  difpofitipn  of  the 
middling  fort  of  people,  and  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  than  perhaps 
has  fallen  to  the  lot  of-moft  tra¬ 
vellers,  I  am  induced  to  give  the 
few  obfervations  I  made  during 
that  period.  The  Perfians,  with 
refpeCt  to  outward  behaviour,  are 
certainly  the  Parifians  of  the  EafL 
Whilft  a  rude  and  infolent  de¬ 
meanour  peculiarly  marks  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Turkilh  nation  to¬ 
wards  foreigners  and  Chriftians, 
the  behaviour  of  the  Perfians  would, 
on  the  contrary,  do  honour  to  the 
moft  civilized  nations  :  they  are 
kind,  courteous,  civil  and  obliging 
to  all  ftrangers,  without  being 
guided  by  thole  religious  prejudices 
lo  very  prevalent  in  every  other 
Mahomedan  nation ;  they  are  fond 
of  enquiring  after  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  Europe;  and,  in  return, 
very  readily  afford  any  information 
in  refpeCt  to  their  own  country. 
The  practice  of  hofpitality  is  with 
them  lo  grand  a  point,  that  a  man 
thinks  himfelf  highly  honoured,  if 
you  will  enter  his  houfe  and  par¬ 
take  of  what  the  family  affords ; 
whereas,  going  out  of  a  houfe,  with¬ 
out  fmoking  a  Caiean,  or  taking 
any  other  refrefhment,  is.  deemed,  in 
Perfia,  a  high  affront ;  they  fay  that 
every  meal  a  ftranger  partakes  with 
them,  brings  a  bleffmg  upon  the 
houfe:  to  account  for  this,' we  muft 
underhand  it  as  a  pledge  of  faith 
and  protection,  when  we  conftder 
that  the  continual  wars  in  which 
this  country  has  been  involved, 
with  very  little  ceffation,  fmee  the 
extinction  of  the  Sefi  family,  have 
greatly  tended  to  an  univerfal  de- 
v  pravity 
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pravity  of  difpofition,  and  a  perpe¬ 
tual  inclination  to  afts  of  hodility. 
This  has  lelfened  that  foftnefs  and 
urbanity  of  manners  for  which  this 
nation  has  been  at  all  former  times 
fo  famous ;  and  has  at  the  fame  time 
too  much  extinguifhed  all  fentiments 
of  honour  and  humanity  amongft 
.  thofe  of  higher  rank. 

The  Perfians,  in  their  converfa-- 
tion,  aim  much  at  elegance,  and  are 
perpetually  repeating  verfes  and 
padages  from  the  works  of  their 
mod  favourite  poets,  Hafiz,  Sadi, 
and  Jami;  a  practice  univerfally 
prevalent,  from  the  highed  to  the 
lowed ;  becaufe  thofe  who  have 
not  the  advantages  of  reading  and 
writing,  or  the  other  benefits  arifing 
from  education,  by  the  help  of  their 
memories,  which  are  very  retentive, 
and  what  they  learn  by  heart,  are 
always  ready  to  bear  their  part  in 
eonverfation.  They  alfo  delight 
much  in  jokes  and  quaint  expref- 
fions,  and  are  fond  of  playing  upon 
each  other ;  which  they  fometimes 
do  with  great  elegance  and  irony. 
There  is  one  thing  much  to  be  ad- 
mired  in  their  converfations,  which 
is  the  drift  attention  they  always 
pay  to  the  perfon  fpeaking,  whom 
they  never  interrupt  on  any  ac¬ 
count.  They  are  in  general  a  per- 
fonable,  and  in  many  refpefts  a 
handfome  people ;  1  their  complex¬ 
ions,  faving  thofe  who  are  expofed 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather, 
are  as  fair  as  Europeans. 

The  women  at  Shirauz  have  at 
all  times  been  celebrated  over  thofe 
of  other  parts  of  Perfia  for  their 
heauty,  and  not  without  realon.  Of 
thofe  whom  I  had  the  fortune  to 
fee  during  my  refidence,  and  who 
were  modly  relations  and  friends 
of  the  family  1  lived  in,  many 
were  tall  and  well-lhaped ;  but  their 


bright  and  fparkling  eyes  was  a 
very  linking  beauty  :  this,  how-; 
ever,  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing 
to  art,  as  they  rub  their  eye-brows; 
and  eye-lids  with  the  black  powder! 
of  antimony  (called  furma)  which 
adds  an  incomparable  brilliancy  to 
their  natural  ludre.  The  large 
black  eye  is  in  mod  edimation 
among  the  Perfians,  and  this  is  the 
mod  common  at  Shirauz.  The 
women,  as  in  all  Mahomedan  coun¬ 
tries,  are,  down  to  the  meaned,  co¬ 
vered  with  a  veil  from  head  to  foot, 
fo  that  a  fight  is  never  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  them  in  the  dreet.  After 
marriage,  they  are  fubjeft  to  the 
drifted  confinement.  The  hufband 
thinks  himfelf  affronted  even  by 
the  inquiry  of  a  friend  after  the 
health  of  his  wife.  Calling  her  by 
name,  is  -never  allowed  of;  the 
mode  of  addrefs  mud  be,  "  May 
“  the  mother  of  fufh  a  fon,  or  fuch 
“  a  daughter,  be  happy;  I  hope 
“  die  is  in  health.’^  And  none, 
except  thofe  of  the  neared  kin,  as 
a  brother,  or  uncle,  are  ever  allowed 
to  fee  the  females  of  the  family 
unveiled. 


Extracts  from  Obfervations  in  a  four- 
ney  through  Italy,  by  Mrs.  Piozzi. 

Turin,  Oft.  17,  1784. 

E  have  at  length  palfed  the 
Alps,  and  are  fafely  arrived 
at  this  lovely  little  city,  whence  I 
look  back  on  the  majedic  boundaries 
of  Italy,  with  amazement  at  his 
courage  who  fird  profaned  them; 
fureiy  the  immediate  fenfation  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  mind  by  the  fight  of 
fuch  tremendous  appearances  mud 
be  in  every  traveller  the  fame,  a 
fenfation  of  fulnefs  ndver  experi¬ 
enced  before,  a  fatisfaftion  that 
there  is  fomething  great  to  be  feen 

oil 
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m  earth— fome  object  capable  of 
contenting  even  fancy.  Who  he 
was  who  firft  of  all  people  pervaded 
thefe  fortifications,  raifed  by  nature 
for  the  defence  of  her  European 
Paradife,  is  not  afcertained;  but 
the  great  Duke  of  Savoy  has  wifely 
left  his  name  engraved  on  a  monu¬ 
ment  upon  the  firft  confiderable 
afcent  from  Pont  Bonvoifin,  as 
being  author  of  a  beautiful  road 
cut  through  the  folid  done  for  a 
great  length  of  way,  and  having 
by  this  means  encouraged  others  to 
aflift  in  facilitating  a  paffage  fo  truly 
delirable,  till  one  of  the  great  won¬ 
ders  now  to  be  obferved  among  the 
Alps,  is  the  eafe  with  which  even  a 
delicate  traveller  may  crofs  them. 
In  thefe  profpeCts,  colouring  is  car¬ 
ried  to  its  utmoft  point  of  perfection, 
particularly  at  the  time  I  found  it, 
variegated  with  golden  touches  of 
autumnal  tints ;  immenfe  cafcades 
mean  time  burfting  from  naked 
mountains  on  the  one  fide ;  culti¬ 
vated  fields,  rich  with  vineyards. 
On  the  other,  and  tufted  with  ele¬ 
gant  fhrubs  that  invite  one  to  pluck 
and  carry  them  away  to  where  they 
would  be  treated  with  much  more 
refpeCt.  Little  towns  flicking  in 
the  clefts,  where  one  would  imagine 
it  was  impoflible  to  clamber ;  light 
clouds  often  failing  under  the  feet  of 
the  high-perched  inhabitants,  while 
the  found  of  a  deep  and  rapid  though 
narrow  river,  dafhing  with  violence 
among  the  infolently  impeding  rocks 
at  the  bottom,  and  bells  in  thick- 
ly-fcattered  fpires  calling  the  quiet 
Savoyards  to  church  upon  the  ileep 
Tides  of  every  hill — r-fill  one’s  mind 
with  fuch  mutable,  fuch  various 
ideas,  as  no  other  place  can  ever 
poffibly  afford. 

I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing 

chamois  at  a  diilance,  and  fpoks 


with  a  fellow  who  had  killed  five 
hungry  bears  that  made  depredation 
on  his  paflures :  we  looked  on  him 
with  reverence  as  a  monfter-tamer 
of  antiquity,  Hercules  or  Cadmus; 
he  had  the  fkin  of  a  bealt  wrapt 
round  his  middle,  which  confirmed 
the  fancy— “but  our  fervants,  who 
borrowed  from  no  fictitious  records 
the  few  ideas  that  adorned  their 
talk,  told  us  he  reminded  them  of 
John  the  Baptift .  I  had  fcarce  re¬ 
covered  the  fhock  of  this  too  fub- 
lime  comparifon,  when  we  ap¬ 
proached  his  cottage,  and  found 
the  felons  nailed  again  ft  the  wall, 
like  foxes  heads  or  fpread  kites,  in 
England.  Here  are  many  goats, 
but  neither  white  nor  large,  like 
thofe  which  browze  upon  the  fteeps 
of  Snowdon,  or  clamber  among  the 
cliffs  of  Plinlimmon. 

Going  down  the  Italian  fide  of 
the  Alps  is,  after  all,  an  afteniftiing 
journey;  and  affords  the  moil  mag¬ 
nificent  feenery  in  nature,  which 
varying  at  every  ftep,  gives  new 
imprefiion  to  the  mind  each  moment 
of  one’s  paffage ;  while  the  portion 
of  terror  excited  either  by  real  or 
fancied  dangers  on  the  way,  is  juft 
fufiicient  to  mingle  with  the  pleafure, 
and  make  one  feel  the  full  effeCt  of 
fublimity.  To  the  chairmen  who 
carry  one  though,  nothing  can  be 
new ;  it  is  obfervabie  that  the  glo¬ 
ries  of  thefe  objeCls  have  never  fad¬ 
ed — I  heard  them  fpeak  to  each  other 
of  their  beauties,  and  the  change  of 
light  fince  they  had  pafied  by  laft 
time,  while  a  fellow  who  fpoke  Eng- 
lifh  as  well  as  a  native  told  us,  that 
having  lived  in  a  gentleman’s  fervice 
twenty  years  between  London  and 
Dublin,  he  at  length  begged  his  dif- 
charge,  chufing  to  retire  and  finifh  his 
days  apeafant  upon  thefe  mountains; 
where  he  firft  opened  his  eyes  upon 

feenes 
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fcenes  that  made  all  other  views  of 
nature  infipid  to  his  tafte. 

This  charming  town  is  the  falon 
of  Italy  ;  but  it  is  a  finely  propor¬ 
tioned  and  well-ornamented  falon, 
happily  conftrufted  to  call  in  the 
frefh  air  at  the  end  of  every  ftreet, 
through  which  a  rapid  ftream  is 
dire&ed,  that  ought  to  carry  off  all 
nuifances,  which  here  have  no  apo¬ 
logy  from  want  of  any  convenience 
purchafable  by  money ;  and  which 
mull  for  that  reafon  be  the  choice 
of  inhabitants,  who  would  perhaps 
be  too  happy,  had  they  a  natural 
tafte  for  that  neatnefs  which  might 
here  be  enjoyed  in  its  purity.  The 
arches  formed  to  defend  paffengers 
from  the  rain  and  fun,  which  here 
might  have  even  ferious  effects  from 
their  violence,  deferve  much  praife; 
while  their  architefture,  uniting  our 
ideas  of  comfort  and  beauty  to¬ 
gether,  form  a  traveller’s  tafte,  and 
teach  him  to  admire  that  perfection, 
of  which  a  miniature  may  certain¬ 
ly  be  found  at  Turin,  when  once  a 
police  fhall  be  eftablifhed  there  to 
prevent  fuch  places  being  ufed  for 
the  very  groffeft  purpofes,  and  pol¬ 
luted  with  ftnells  that  poifon  all 
one’s  pleafure. 

MILAN. 

The  phrafe  of  mijlrefs  is  here 
not  confined  to  fervants  at  all ;  gen¬ 
tlemen,  when  they  add  refs  one, 
cry,  mia  padrona*y  mighty  fweetly, 
and  in  a  peculiarly  pleafing  tone. 
Nothing,  to  fpeak  truth,  can  ex¬ 
ceed  the  agreeablenefs  of  a  well- 
bred  Italian’s  addrefs  when  fpeak- 
ing  to  a  lady,  whom  they  alone 
know  how  to  flatter,  fo  as  to  retain 
her  dignity,  and  not  lofe  their  own; 
refpeClful,  yet  tender ;  attentive, 
not  officious ;  the  politenefs  of  a 

*  My  miftrefs. 
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man  of  fafhion  here  is  true politenefs ; 
free  from  all  affeftation,  and  ho- 
neftly  expreflive  of  what  he  really 
feels,  a  true  value  for  the  perfon 
fpoken  to,  without  the  fmalleft  de¬ 
fire  of  fhining  himfelf ;  equally 
removed  from  foppery  on  one 
fide,  or  indifference  on  the  other. 
The  manners  of  the  men  here  are 
certainly  pleafing  to  a  very  eminent 
degree,  and  in  their  converfation 
there  is  a  mixture,  not  unfrequent 
too,  of  claffcal  allufions,  which 
ftrike  one  with  a  fort  of  literary 
pleafure  I  cannot  eafily  defcribe. 
Yet  is  there  no  pedantry  in  their 
ufe  of  expreffons,  which  with  us 
would  be  laughable  or  liable  to  cen- 
fure ;  but  Roman  notions  here  are 
not  quite  extinCl ;  and  even  the. 
houfe-maid,  or  donna  di  gras,  as 
they  call  her,  fwears  by  Diana  fo 
comically,  there  is  no  telling.  They 
chriften  their  boys  Fabiusy  their 
daughters  Claudia ,  very  commonly. 
When  they  mention  a  thing  known, 
as  we  fay,  to  Tom  o' Styles  and  John 
o'Nokes ,  they  ufe  the  words  Tizza 
and  Sempronio .  A  lady  tells  me, 
lhe  was  at  a  lofs  about  the  dance 
yefterday  evening,  becaufe  fhe  had 
not  been  inftruCted  in  the  program- 
via;  and  a  gentleman,  talking  of 
the  pleafures  he  enjoyed  fupping 
laft  night  at  a  friend’s  houfe,  ex¬ 
claims,  Eramo  pur  jcri  fera  in  Ap- 
polline  *  !  alluding  to  Lucullus’s  en¬ 
tertainment  given  to  Pompey  and 
Cicero,  as  I  remember,  in  the 
chamber  of  Apollo.  But  here  is 
enough  of  this — more  of  it,  i,n  their 
own  pretty  phrafe,  feccarebbe  pur 
Nettunno  f . 

We  have  all  heard  much,  of  Italiaa 

*  We  patted  yefter  evening  as  if  we 
had  been  in  the  Apollo. 

+  Would  dry  up  old'  Neptune  hirji- 
felf, 

ciciffeifm ; 
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ticifbeifm ;  I  had  a  mind  to  know 
how  matters  really  flood;  and  took 
the  nearefl  way  to  information  by 
alking  a  mighty  beautiful  and  ap¬ 
parently  artlefs  young  creature,  not 
fable,  how  that  affair  was  managed, 
for  there  is  no  harm  done  I  am  Jure, 
faid  I :  “  Why  no,”  replied  fhe, 
“  no  great  harm  to  be  fure :  ex- 
4<  cept  wearifome  attentions  from  a 
*  man  one  cares* little  about:  for 
**  my  own  part,”  continued  fhe,  «  I 
“  detefl  the  cuftom,  as  I  happen  to 
“  love  my  hufband  exceffively,  and 
defire  nobody’s  company  in  the 
u  world  but  his.  We  are  not  peo- 
pie  of  fafhion  though  you  know, 
u  nor  at  all  rich ;  fo  how  fhould  we 
4C  fet  fafhions  for  our  betters  ?  They 
would  only  fay,  fee  how  jealous 
<(  he  is  !  if  Mr.  Such-a-one  fat  much 
<l  with  me  at  home,  or  went  with 
<f  me  to  the  Corfo ;  and  I  mufi  go 
**  with  fome  gentleman  you  know : 
\u  and  the  men  are  fuch  ungenerous 
\4t  creatures,  and  have  fuch  ways 
\“  with  them  :  I  want  money  often, 
and  this  cavaliere  fervent e  pays 
**  the  bills,  and  fo  the  connection 
draws  clofer- — that’s  all.”  And 
your  hulband  !  faid  I — <e  Oh,  why 
*c  he  likes  to  fee  me  well-dreffed; 
«  he  is  very  good-natured,  and 
very  charming  ;  I  love  him  to  my 
u  heart.”  And  your  confeffor  ! 
cried  I. — cf  Oh,  why  lie  is  ufed  to 
i(  it .” — in  the  Milanefe  dialed — e 
afuefaa. 

VENICE. 

-General  knowledge,  it  muff  be 
•confeffed  (meaning  that  general 
flock  that  every  one  recurs  to  for 
the  common  intercourfe  of  conver- 
fation),  will  be  found  more  fre¬ 
quently  in  France,  than  even  in 
England ;  where,  though  all  cul¬ 
tivate  the  arts  of  table  eloquence 
/.  A  ?  fTembly-room  rhetoric,  few. 
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from  mere  fhynefs,  venture  to  gather 
in  the  profits  of  their  plentiful  har- 
velt;  but  rather  cloud  their  coun¬ 
tenances  with  mock  importance, 
while  their  hearts  feel  no  hope  beat 
higher  in  them,  than  the  humble 
one  of  efcaping  without  being  ri¬ 
diculed ;  or  than  in  Italy,  where 
nobody  dreams  of  cultivating  con- 
verfation  at  all  —  as  an  art ;  or 
fludies  for  any  other  than  the  na¬ 
tural  reafon,  of  informing  or  di¬ 
verting  themfelves,  without  the 
moil  diflant  idea  of  gaining  admi¬ 
ration,  or  Ihining  in  company,  by 
the  quantity  of  fcience  they  have 
accumulated  in  folitude.  Here  no 
man  lies  awake  in  the  night  for 
vexation  that  he  miffed  recollecting 
the  laft  line  of  a  Latin  epigram  till 
the  moment  of  application  was  loft; 
nor  any  lady  changes  colour  with, 
trepidation  at  the  feverity  viiible  in 
her  hufband’s  countenance  when  the 
chickens  are  over-roafted,  or  the 
ice-creams  melt  with  the  room’s  ex- 
ceftive  heat. 

Among  the  noble  Senators  of 
Venice,  meantime,  many  good  fcho- 
lars,  many  Belles  Lettres  conver¬ 
ters,  and  what  is  more  valuable, 
many  thinking  men,  may  be  found, 
and  found  hourly,  who  employ 
their  powers  wholly  in  care  for  the 
Hate ;  and  make  their  pleafure,  like 
true  patriots,  out  of  her  felicity . 
The  ladies  indeed  appear  to  ftudy 
but  one  fcience; 

And  where  the  leflbn  taught 

Is  but  to  pleafe,  can  pleafure  feem  a  fauit  f 

Like  all  fenfualifts,  however,  they 
fail  of  the  end  propofed,  from  hurry 
to  obtain  it;  and  confume  thole 
charms  which  alone  can  procure 
them  continuance  or  change  of  ad¬ 
mirers;  they  injure  their  health  top 
irreparably,  and  that  in  their  ear- 

iieit 
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Heft  youth ;  for  few  remain  unmar¬ 
ried  till  fifteen,  and  at  thirty  have 
a.  wan  and  faded  look.  On  ne  goute 
pas  fes  plaijirs  icy ,  era  les  avale'*, 
laid  Madame  la  Prelidente  yefter- 
aay,  very  judicioufly;  yet  it  is 
only  fpeaking  popularly  that  one 
can  be  fuppofed  to  mean,  what 
Itowever  no  one  much  refufes  to  af- 
fert,-  that  the  Venetian  ladies  are 
araoroufiy  inclined :  the  truth  is, 
no  check  being  put  upon  inclina¬ 
tion,  each  adis  according  to  imme¬ 
diate  impulfe ;  and  there  are  more 
devotees,  perhaps,  and  more  doat- 
ing  mothers  at  Venice  than  any 
where  elfe,  for  the  lame  reafon  as 
there  are  more  females  who  praetife 
gallantry,  only  becaufe  there  are 
more  women  there  who  do  their  onvn 
nvay ,  and  follow  unreftrained  where 
paffion,  appetite,  or  imagination 
lead  them. 

To  try  Venetian  dames  by  Erm- 
lifh  rules,  would  be  worfe  than  all 
the  tyranny  complained  of  when 
feme  Eaft  Indian  was  condemned 
upon  the  Coventry  acf  for  flitting 
his  wife’s  nofe;  a  common  pradice 
in  bis  country,  and  perfedly  agree¬ 
able  to  cuftom  and  the  ufage  du pays. 
Here  is  no  ftruggle  for  female  edu¬ 
cation  as  with  us,  no  refources  in 
iludy,  no  duties  of  family-manage¬ 
ment  ;  no  bill  of  fare  to  be  looked 
over  in  the  morning,  no  account- 
book  to  be  fettled  at  noon ;  no  ne- 
eeffity  of  reading,  to  fupply  with¬ 
out  dilgrace  the  evening’s  chat;  no 
laughing  at  the  card-table,  or  tit¬ 
tering  in  the  corner  if  a  lapfus  lin¬ 
gua  has  produced  a  miftake,  which 
malice  never  fails  to  record.  A 
lady  in  Italy  is  fare  of  applaufe,  fo 
Hie  takes  little  pains  to  obtain  it. 

*  They  do  not  tafte  their  pleaferes 
here,  they  fwallyw  them  whole. 


A  Venetian  lady  has  in  partiCuUf 
fo  fweet  a  manner  naturally,  that 
fee  really  charms  without  any  fet¬ 
tled  intent  to  do  fo,  merely  from 
that  irrefiltible  good-humour  and 
mellifluous  tone  of  voice  which  feize 
the  foul,  and  detain  it  in  defpite  of 
Juno-like  majefty,  or  Minerva-like 
wit.  Nor  ever  was  there  prince  or 
feepherd,  Paris  I  think  was  both, 
who  would  not  have  bellowed  his 
apple  here. 

Mean  while  my  countryman 
Howel  laments  that  the  women  at 
Venice  are  fo  little.  But  why  fo^ 
the  diminutive  progeny  of  Vulcan9 
the  Cabirsy  myllerioully  adored  of 
old,  were  of  a  fize  below  that  of 
the  leaf!  living  woman,  if  we  be¬ 
lieve  Herodotus;  and  they  were 
worfeipped  with  more  conftant  as 
well  as  more  fervent  devotion,  than 
the  fymmetrical  goddefs  of  Beauty 
herfelf. 

A  cuftom  which  prevails  here, 
of  wearing  little  or  no  rouge,  and 
increafing  the  native  palenefs  of 
their  fkins,  by  fcarce  lightly  wiping 
the  very  white  powder  from  their 
faces,  is  a  method  no  Frenchwoman 
of  quality  would  like  to  adopt ;  yet 
furely  the  Venetians  are  not  behind¬ 
hand  in  the  art  of  gaining  admi¬ 
rers  ;  and  they  do  not,  like  their 
painters,  depend  upon  colouring  t© 
enfure  it. 

The  longevity  of  this  incompa¬ 
rable  commonwealth  is  a  certain 
proof  of  its  temperance,  exercife, 
and  cheerfulnefs,  the  great  prefer- 
vatives  in  every  body,  politic  as  well 
as  natural.  Nor  feould  the  love  of 
peace  be  left  out  of  her  eulogium* 
who  has  fo  often  reconciled  contend¬ 
ing  princes,  thatThuanus  gake  her, 
feme  centuries  ago,  due  praife  for 
her  pacific  difpofition,  fo  neceflary 
to  the  health  of  a  commercial  Hate* 
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and  called  her  city  civilis  prudential 
ejfidna. 

Another  reafon  may  be  found  for 
the  long-continued  prosperity  of 
Venice,  in  her  conftant  adherence 
to  a  precept,  the  neglect  of  which 
muft  at  length  Shake,  or  rather 
loofen  the  foundations  of  every 
date  ;  for  it  is  a  maxim  here,  hand¬ 
ed  down  from  generation  to  gene¬ 
ration,  that  change  breeds  more 
mifchief  from  its  novelty,  than  ad¬ 
vantage  from  its  utility  : — quoting 
the  axiom  in  Latin,  it  runs  thus: 
Ip/a  mutatio  confuetudbiis  ?nagis  per- 
turbat  novitate ,  quam  adjuvat  utili- 
tate .  And  when  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France  foli cited  the  abrogation 
of  one  of  the  Senate’s  decrees,  her 
ambaflador  replied.  That  U  decreti 
di  V enezia  .  raJJ'omigli  aajano  poco  i 
Gridi  di  Parigi  *,  meaning  the  de¬ 
claratory  publications  of  the  Grand 
Monarque,  —  proclaimed  to  -  day, 
perhaps,  repealed  to-morrow — “  for 
Sire,”  added  he,  “  our  fenate  deli¬ 
berates  long  before  it  decrees,  but 
what  is  once  decreed  there  is  feldom 
or  ever  recalled.” 

The  patriotifm  inherent  in  the 
breads  of  individuals  makes  another 
ftrong  caufe  of  this  date’s  exemp¬ 
tion  from  decay:  they  fay  them- 
felves,  that  the  foul  of  old  Rome 
has  tranfmigrated  to  Venice,  and 
that  every  galley  which  goes  into 
action  confiders  itfelf  as  charged 
with  the  fate  of  the  commonwealth. 
Duke  et  decorum  eft  pro  patria  moriy 
feems  a  fentence  grown  obfolete  in 
other  Italian  dates,  but  is  dill  in 
full  force  here ;  and  I  doubt  not 
but  the  high-born  and  high-fouled 
ladies  of  this  day,  would  willingly, 
as  did  their  generous  ancedors  in 

*  The  decrees  of  Venice  little  re« 
femhle  the  et lifts  of  Paris, 
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i6co,  part  with  their  rings,  brace¬ 
lets,  every  ornament,  to  make  ropes 
for  thofe  fhips  which  defend  their 
dearer  country. 

Mod  of  the  fecond  rank,  and  l 
believe  all  of  the  fird  rank  among 
them,  have  feme  (hare  in  govern¬ 
ing  the  red;  it  is  therefore  necefi- 
fary  to  exclude  ignorance,  and  na¬ 
tural  to  encourage  {'octal  pleafunm. 
Each  individual  Teels  his  own  im¬ 
portance,  and  fcorns  to  contribute 
to  the  degradation  of  the  whole, 
by  indulging  a  grofs  depravity  of 
manners,  or  at  lead  of  principles.. 
Every  perfon  lifted  one  degree 
from  the  lowed,  finds  it  his  inte- 
red  as  well  as  duty  to  love  his 
country,  and  lend  his  little  fup- 
port  to  the  general  fabric  of  a  date 
they  all  know  how  to  reipedt; 
while  the  very  vulgar  willingly 
perform  the  condition  exa&ed,  and 
punctually  pay  obedience  for  pro¬ 
tection.  They  have  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  their  rulers,  who  live 
amongd  them  ;  and  can  defire  only 
their  utmod  good.  l/o<w  they  are 
governed,  comes  feldom  into  their 
heads  to  enquire,;  “  Che  ne  pen/a. 
lu  *>”  fays  a  low  Venetian,  if  you 

4  4 

afk  him,  and  humoroully  points  at 
a  Clarifilmo  pafilng  by  while  you 
talk.  They  have  indeed  all  the 
reafon  to  be  certain,  that  where 
the  power  is  divided  among  fuch 
numbers,  one  will  be  fure  to  coun¬ 
teract  another  if  mifchief  towards 
the  whole  be  intended. 

ROME. 

This  is  the  fird  town  in  Italy  I 
have  arrived  at  yet,  where  the  ladies 
fairly  drive  up  and  down  a  long 
ftreet,  by  way  of  fnewing  their 
drefs,  equipages.  See.  without  even 

*  Let  him  look  to  that. 


a  pra- 
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a  pretence  of  taking  frelh  air.  At 
Turin,  the  view  from  the  place 
dedined  to  this  amufement,  would 
tempt  one  out  merely  for  its  own 
fake;  and  at  Milan  they  drive  along 
a  planted  walk,  at  lead  a  done’s 
throw  beyond  the  gates.  Bologna 
calls  its  ferious  inhabitants  to  a 
little  rifing  ground,  whence  the 
profpect  is  luxuriantly  verdant  and 
fmiling.  The  Lucca  badions  are 
beyond  all  in  a  peculiar  dyle  of 
miniature  beauty ;  and  even  the 
Florentines,  though  lazy  enough, 
creep  out  to  Porto  St.  Gallo.  But 
here  at  Roma  la  Santa,  the  dreet 
is  all  our  Corfo  ;  a  fine  one  doubt- 
Iefs,  and  called  the  Strada  del  Po- 
polo,  with  infinite  propriety,  for  ex¬ 
cept  in  that  drada,  there  is  little 
populoufnefs  enough,  God  knows. 
Twelve  men  to  a  woman  even  there, 
and  as  mspiy  ecclefiadics  to  a  lay¬ 
man  :  all  this  however  is  fair,  when 
celibacy  is  once  enjoined  as  a  duty 
in  one  profeflion,  encouraged  as  a 
virtue  in  all. 

An  rejle,  as  the  French  fay,  we 
mud  not  be  too  fure  that  all  who 
drefs  like  Abates  are  fuch.  Many 
gentlemen  wear  black  as  the  court 
garb;  many  becaufe  it  is  notcodly, 
and  many  for  reafons  of  mere  con¬ 
venience  and  didike  of  change. 

I  fee  not  here  the  attractive 
beauty  which  caught  my  eye  at 
Venice;  but  the  women  at  Rome 
have  a  mod  Juno-like  carriage, 
and  fill  -  up  one’s  idea  of  Livia  and 
Agrippina  well  enough.  The  men 
have  rounder  faces  than  one  fees  in 
other  towns  I  think  ;  bright,  black, 
and  fomewhat  prominent  eyes,  with 
the  fined  teeth  in  Europe.  A  dory 

*  ct  Ah,  poar  degraded  Rome  !  time 
palled  through  thefe  dreets  in  chains  ; 
Queeney,  in  good  time  1”' 
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told  me  this  morning,  druek  m 
fancy  much;  of  an  herb-womar 
who  kept  a  dall  here  in  the  marke; 
and  who,  when  the  people  ran  01 
flocking  to  fee  the  queen  of  Naple 
as  Are  palled,  began  exclaiming  t 
her  neighbours — “  Ah,  povera  Rc 
ma  !  tempo  fu  quando  pa/so  qui  pn 
gioniera  la  regina  Zenobia  ;  altra  coj, 
arnica,  rokba  tutta  di<verfa  di  quejl 
reginuccia  * !  ” 

St.  Peter’s  church  is  incontel 
tably  the  fir  A  objeCt  in  this  city,  f 
crowded  with  Angle  figures :  tha 
this  church  diould  be  built  in  th 
form  of  a  Latin  crofs  indead  of  , 
Greek  one  may  be  wrong  for  augh 
I  know ;  that  columns  would  havi 
done  better  than  piers  infide,  I  di 
not  think;  but  that  whatever  ha 
been  done  by  man  might  have  bee: 
done  better,  if  that  is  all  the  critic 
want,  I  readily  allow.  This  churci 
is,  after  all  their  objections,  neare 
to  perfeft  than  .any  other  building 
in  the  world;  and  when  Michae 
Angelo,  looking  at  the  Pantheon 
faid,  Is  this  the  bed  our  vauntec 
ancedors  could  do  ?  if  fo,  I  wil 
fhew  the  advancement  of  the  art 
in  fufpending  a  dome  of  equal  dz< 
to  this  up  in  the  air.”  He  made  1 
glorious  boad,  and  was  perhaps  th< 
only  perfon  ever  e.xiding  vvhocoulc 
have  performed  his  promife. 

The  figures  of  angels,  or  rathe: 
cherubims,  eight  feet  high,  whicl 
fupport  the  vafes  holding  holy  wa¬ 
ter,  as  they  are  made  after  the  forrr 
of  babies,  do  perfectly  and  clofel) 
reprefent  infants  of  eighteen  0: 
twenty  months  old ;  nor  till  on< 
comes  quite  clofe  to  them  indeed 
is  it  pofiible  to  difcern  that  the) 

was,  my  dear,  when  the  great  Zenobia 
anotherguefs  figure  from  this  little 
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are  Coloftal.  This  is  brought  by 
fome  as  a  proof  of  the  exaCf  pro¬ 
portions  kept,  and  of  the  prodi¬ 
gious  fpace  occupied,  by  the  area 
of  this  immenfe  edifice ;  and  urged 
by  others,  as  a  peculiarity  of  the 
human  body  to  deceive  fo  at  a  dif- 
tance,  moft  uniuftly:  fbr  one  is 
lurprifed  exa&ly  in  the  fame  mari¬ 
ner  by  the  doves  which  ornament 
the  church  in  various  parts  of  it. 
They  likewife  appear  of  the  natural 
fize,  and  completely  within  one’s 
reach  upon  entering  the  door,  but 
Coon  as  approached,  recede  to  a 
:onfiderable  height,  and  prove  their 
magnitude  nicely  proportioned  to 
hat  of  the  angels  and  other  deco- 
'ations. 

The  canopied  altar,  and  its  ap¬ 
purtenances,  are  likewife  all  col- 
olfal,  I  think,  when  they  tell  me  of 
bur  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  bronze  brought 
rom  the  Pantheon,  and  ufed  to 
orm  the  wreathed  pillars  which 
upport,  and  the  torfes  that  adorn 
t.  Yet  airy  lightnefs  and  exqui- 
ite  elegance  are  the  charafteriftics 
>fi  the  fabric,  not  gloomy  great- 
igfs,  or  heavy  folidity.  How  im- 
nenfe  then  mull  be  the  fpace  it 
lands  on  !  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
even  of  my  fteps  carried  me  from 
he  door  to  the  end.  Warwick 
:aftle  would  be  contained  in  its 
niddle  aijle.  Here  are  one  hun- 
Ired  and  twenty  filver  lamps,  each 
arger  than  I  could  lift,  conftantly 
turning  round  the  altar;  and  one 
lever  fees  either  them,  or  the 
ight  they  difpenfe,  till  forced  upon 
he  obfervation  of  them,  fo  com¬ 
pletely  are  they  lod  in  the  general 
grandeur  of  the  whole.  In  fhort, 
dth  a  profufion  of  wealth  that 
ftonilhes,  and  of  fplendour  that 
Vol.  XXXII* 
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dazzles,  as  foon  as  you  enter  on 
an  examination  of  its  fecondary 
parts,  every  man’s  firji  impreifion 
at  entering  St.  Peter’s  church, 
mull:  be  furprife  at  feeing  it  fo  clear 
of  fuperfluous  ornament.  Getting 
on  the  top  of  this  ftupendous  edi¬ 
fice,  is  however  the  readied:  way 
to  fill  one’s  mind  with  a  deferring 
notion  of  its  extent,  capacity,  and 
beauty;  nor  is  any  operation  eafier, 
fo  happily  contrived  is  the  afcent. 
Contrivance  here  is  an  ill-chofen 
word  too,  fo  luminous,  fo  convenient 
is  the  walk,  fo  fpacious  the  galle¬ 
ries  befide,  that  all  idea  of  danger 
is  removed,  when  you  perceive  that 
even  round  the  undefended  cornice, 
our  king’s  hate  coach  might  be 
moil  fafely  driven. 

The  monuments,  although  in¬ 
comparable,  fcarpely  obtain  a  lhare 
of  your  admiration  for  the  firft  ten. 
times  of  your  furveying  the  place  ; 
Guglielmo  della  Porta’s  famous  * 
figure,  fupporting  that  dedicated 
to  the  memory  of  Paul  the  Third, 
was  found  fo  happy  an  imitation 
of  female  beauty  by  feme  madman 
here  however,  that  it  is  faid  he  was 
inflamed  with  a  Pigmalion -like 
paflion  for  it,  of  which  the  PontjjF 
hearing,  commanded  the  fiatue  to 
be  draped.  The  Heps  at  almoft 
the  end  of  this  church  we  have  all 
heard  were  porphyry,  and  fo  they 
are  ;  how  many  hundred  feet  long 
I  have  now  forgotten no  matter ; 
what  I  have  not  forgotten  is,  that 
I  thought  as  I  looked  at  them—, 
why  fo  they  Jhould  be  porphyry — 
and  that  was  all.  While  the  vafes 
and  cifierns  of  the  fame  beautiful 
fubftance  at  Villa  Borghefe  at¬ 
tracted  my  wonder;  and  Clement 
X.5s  urn,  at  St.  John  de  Lateran, 
appeared  to  me  atj  urn  fitter  fqjr 
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the  afhes  of  an  Egyptian  monarch, 
Bufiris  or  Sefodris,  than  for  a 
Chridian  prieffc  or  fovereign,  fmce 
univerfal  dominion  has  been  abo- 
lifhed.  Nothing,  however,  can  look 
very  grand  in  St.  Peter’s  church; 
and  though  I  faw  the  general  be- 
l^edidlion  given  (I  hope  partook 
it)  upon  Eader  Day,  my  condant 
impredion  was,  that  the  people 
were  below  the  place;  no  pomp, 
no  glare,  no  dove  and  glory  on  the 
chair  of  hate,  but  what  looked  too 
little  for  the  area  that  contained 
them.  Sublimity  difdains  to  catch 
the  vulgar  eye,  fhe  elevates  the 
foul ;  nor  can  long-drawn  procef- 
lions,  or  fplendid  ceremonies,  fuffice 
to  content  thofe  travellers  who  feek 
for  images  that  never  tarnilh,  and 
for  truths  that  never  can  decay. 
Pius  Sextus,  in  his  morning  drel's, 
paying  his  private  devotions  at  the 
altar,  without  any  pageantry,  and 
with  very  few  attendants,  ilruck 
me  more  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand 
times,  than  when,  arrayed  in  goldi 
in  colours,  and  diamonds,  he  was 
carried  to  the  front  of  a  balcony 
big  enough  to  have  contained  the 
conclave ;  and  there,  fhaded  by 
two  white  fans,  which  though  real¬ 
ly  enormous,  looked  ifc  larger  than 
that  a  girl  carries  in  her  pocket, 
pronounced  words  which  on  account 
of  the  height  they  came  from  were 
difficlilt  to  hear. 

All  this  is  known  and  felt  by  the 
managers  of  thefe  theatrical  exhibi¬ 
tions  focertainl),  that  they  judici- 
oudy  confine  great  part  of  them  to 
the  Capella  Seftini ,  which  being 
large  enough  to  imprefs  the  mind 
with  its  folemnity,  and  not  fpacious 
enough  for  the  prieds,  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  all,  to  be  loll  in  it,  is  well 
adapted  for  thofe  various  funflions 


that  really  malve  Rome  a  fcene  of 
perpetual  gala  during  the  holy 
week ;  which  an  Englilh  friend 
here  proteded  to  me  he  had  never 
fpent  with  lb  little  devotion  in  his 
life  before.  The  miferere  has,  how¬ 
ever,  a  drong  power  over  one’s 
mind — the  abfence  of  all  indru- 
mental  mufic,  the  deadinefs  of  fo 
many  human  voices,  the  gloom  of 
the  place,  the  picture  of  Michael 
Angelo’s  lad  judgment  covering  its 
walls,  united  with  the  mourning 
drefs  of  the  fpe<ftators — ds  altoge¬ 
ther  calculated  with  great  ingenui¬ 
ty  to  give  a  fudden  droke  to  the 
imagination,  and  kindle  that  tem¬ 
porary  blaze  of  devotion  it  is  wifely 
enough  intended  to  excite. 


Account  of  a  fingular  Cuflom  at  Me- 
telin,  with  fome  Conjectures  on  the 
Antiquity  of  its  Origin.  By  the 
Right  Ho?iourable  James  Earl  of 
Charlemont,  Prefident  R.  /.  A. 
From  the  Tranfadtions  of  the  Royal 
Irilh  Academy ,  1789. 

T  Hough  the  extreme  beauty 
and  amenity  of  the  Grecian 
idands,  efpecially  thofe  on  the  Ali- 
atic  fide  of  the  Egean  fea,  may 
render  it  difficult  to  make  a  choice 
among  them,  yet,  if  I  were  defired 
to  declare  a  preference,  I  lhould 
probably  fix  on  Metelin,  the  an¬ 
cient  Lefbos.  —  This  enchanting 
ifiand,  proud  of  the  birth  of  Al¬ 
caeus  and  of  Sappho,  Hill  retains 
thofe  charms  which  gave  rife  and 
infpiration  to  their  poetry ;  and 
though  its  groves  no  more  refound 
with  their  facred  drains,  the  caufe 
that  infpired  them  frill  feems  to. 
exid,  and  love  dill  lingers  in  his 
favourite  retreat.— 

Spiral; 


a  ■ 


\ 


C  il  A  R  A 

,  §pirat  adhuc  Amor 
Vivuntqbe  commiffi  Galores 
-/Eolise  Fidibus  Puclias  ! 

Nature  here  reigns  triumphant, 
and  by  Ihewing  what  fhe  can  per¬ 
form  alone  and  unaffifted,  teaches 
us  to  defpife  the  weak  efforts  of  her ' 
inadequate  mimick.— The  moun¬ 
tains,  whofe  rugged  tops  exhibit  a 
plealing  interfperfioh  of  rocks  and 
of  pine  groves,  have  their  green 
fides,  for  many  miles  along  the 
coaft,  covered  with  olives,  wbofe 
lefs  agreeable  verdure  is  corrected, 
embellifhed,  and  brightened  by  a 
lively  mixture  of  bays  and  of  lau¬ 
rels  afpiring  to  the  height  of  foreft 
trees,  of  myrtles,  pomegranates,  and 
of  arbutes,  rich  at  once  in  bloffom 
and  in  berry,  of  mulberries  growing 
wild,  and  laden  with  fruit,  and  of 
every  other  tree 

Of  nobleft  kind  for  fight,  fmell,  taftc  ! 

While  the  luxuriant  vine,  climb¬ 
ing  wild  and  unreftrained  even  to 
their  topmott  branches,  adorns  and 
enriches  them  with  its  vivid  green, 
and  with  its  cluttering  fruit.  — 
Winter  is  here  unknown. — The  cli¬ 
mate  forbids  it. —The  verdure  is 
perpetual,  and  the  frequency  of 
evergreens  gives  to  December  the 
colour  of  June.— The  parching  heat 
of  fummer  is  never  felt.— The  thick 
fhade  of  trees,  and  thoufands  of 
cryftal  fprings,  which  every  where 
arife,  and  form  themfelves  into  un¬ 
numbered  rivulets,  joined  to  the 
refrelhing  fea  breeze,  the  conftant 
companion  and  corrective  of  noon¬ 
tide  heat,  qualify  the  burning  air, 
and  render  the  year  a  never-ending 
May — 

- 1 - - - —Airs,  vernal  airs  1 

Breathing  the  faaeli  of  fi;)d  and  grove, 

attune 
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T‘he  trembling  leaves,  while  universal  Pan, 

Knit  with  the  Graces,  and  the  Hours  in 

dance, 

Leads  on  the  eternal  fpring  !— 

No  wonder  then  if  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  the  better  to  enjoy  thefe  va¬ 
rious  beauties,  Ihould  conllruCt  their 
houfes  in  the  following  peculiar, 
manner  -.—each  houfe  is  a  fquare 
tower  neatly  built  of  hewn  done* 
fo  high  as  to  overtop  the  trees,  and 
to  command  a  view  of  the  fea  and 
neighbouring  illands. — The  lower 
dories  are  granaries  and  ttore- 
houfes,  and  the  habitable  apart¬ 
ments  are  all  at  the  top,  to  which 
you  afeend  by  a  done  flair,  built, 
for  the:  mod  part,  on  the  out  fide, 
and  furrounding  the  tower,  fo  that 
from  the  apartments  the  trees  are 
overlooked,  and  the  whole  country 
is  feen,  while  the  habitations  them¬ 
felves,  which  are  very  numerous, 
peering  above  the  groves,  add  life 
and  variety  to  the  enchanting  pro- 
fpe£l,  and  give  an  air  of  human 
population  to  the%  woodlands* 
which  might  othefwife  be  fuppofed 
the  region  of  Dryads,  of  Naiads 
and  of  Satyrs. 

But  the  charms  of  this  delightful 
fpot  have  fo  far  tranfported  my 
imagination,  that  I  have  almod 
forgotten  the  fubjeft  of  which,  in 
this  eiTay,  I  meant  to  treat,  and 
which  is  no  other  than  a  remarka¬ 
ble  and  dngular  cudom  of  this 
ifland,  peculiar,  I  believe,  to  itfelr, 
and,  as  far  as T  know,  never  yet  de¬ 
tailed  by  any  traveller. 

The  worn  en  here  fee  in  to  have 
arrogated  to  themfelves  the  depart¬ 
ment  and  privileges  of  the  men. — - 
Contrary  to  the  ufage  of  all  other 
countries,  the  elded  daughter  here, 
■inherits,  and  the  fons,  like  -daugh¬ 
ters  every  v/here  elie,  are  portioned 
off  with  {inall  dowers,  or,  which  is 
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ftill  worfe,  turned  out,  pennylefs,  to 
leek  their  fortune. — If  a  man  has 
two  daughters,  the  elded,  at  her 
marriage,  is  entitled  to  all  her  mo¬ 
ther’s  polfeffions,  which  are  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  family  eftate, 
as  the  mother,  keeping  up  her  pre¬ 
rogative,  never  parts  with  the  power 
over  any  portion  of  what  fhe  has 
brought  into  the  family,  until  die  is 
forced  into  it  by  the  marriage  of 
her  daughter,  and  the  father  alfo  is 
compelled  to  ruin  himfelf  by  add¬ 
ing  whatever  he  may  have  fcraped 
together  by  his  induftry. — The  fe~ 
cond  daughter  inherits  nothing,  and 
is  condemned  to  perpetual  celi¬ 
bacy. — She  is  ftyled  a  Calogria, 
which  lignifies  properly  a  religious 
woman  or  nun,  and  is  in  effedl  me¬ 
nial  fervant  to  her  filler,  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  her  in  any  office  fhe  may 
think  fit  to  impofe,  frequently  ferv- 
ing  her  as  waiting  maid,  as  cooky 
and  often  in  employments  dill  more 
degrading. — She  wears  a. habit  pe¬ 
culiar  to  her  fituation,  which  Ihe 
can  never  change,  a  fort  of  mo- 
naftick  drefs,  coarfe,  and  of  dark 
brown.  One  advantage  however  die 
enjoys,  over  her  lifter,  that  whereas 
the  elder,  before  marriage.  Is  never 
allowed  to  go  abroad,  or  to  fee  any 
man,  her  neareft  relations  only  ex¬ 
cepted,  the  Calogria,  except  when 
employed  in  domeftick  toil,  is  in 
this  refpefl  at  perfeft  liberty. — But 
when  the  filler  is  married,  the  fitu¬ 
ation  of  the  poor  Calogria  becomes 
defperate  indeed,  and  is  rendered 
dill  more  humiliating  by  the  com- 
parifon  between  her  condition  and 
that  of  her  happy  miftrefs.  The 
married  filler  enjoys  every  fort  of 
liberty — the  whole  family  fortune 


is  her’s,  and  die  fpends  it  as  Ihei 
pleafes— her  hulband  is  her  oble- 
quious  fervant — her  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  are  dependant  upon  her — Ihe 
drelfes  in  the  moll  magnificent 
manner,  covered  all  over,  according 
to  the  falhion  of  the  idand,  with 
pearls  and  with,  pieces  of  /gold, 
which  are  commonly  fequins  * ; 
thus  continually  carrying  about  her 
the  enviable  marks  of  affluence 
and  fuperiority,  while  the  wretched 
Calogria  follows  her  as  a  fervant, 
arrayed  in  fimple  homefpun  brown, 
and  without  the  moll  diftant  hope 
of  ever  changing  her  condition. 
Such  a  difparity  may  feem  intole¬ 
rable,  but  what  will  not  cullom  re¬ 
concile  ?  Neither  are  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  the  family  yet  at  an  end— 
The  father  and  mother,  with  what 
little  is  left  them,  contrive  by  their 
induftry  to  accumulate  a  fecond 
little  fortune,  and  this,  if  they 
Ihould  have  a  third  daughter,  they 
are  obliged  to  give  to  her  upon  her 
marriage,  and  the  fourth,  if  there 
Ihould  be  one,  becomes  her  Calo¬ 
gria  ;  and  fo  on  through  all  the 
daughters  alternately.  Whenever 
the  daughter  is  marriageable,  Ihe 
can  by  cuftom  compel  the  father 
to  procure  her  a  hulband,  and  the 
mother,  fuch  is  the  power  of  habit, 
is  foolilh  enough  to  join  in  teazing 
him  into  an  immediate  compliance, 
though  its  confequences  muft  be 
equally  fatal  and  ruinous  to  both 
of  them.  From  hence  it  happens 
that  nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  fee  the  old  father  and  mother 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  indigence, 
and  even  begging  about  the  ftreets, 
while  their  unnatural  daughters  are 
in  affluence  ;  and  we  ourfelves  have 


.  7  iiis  fpecies  of  finery,  which  prevails  through  many  of  the  ifiands,  is  never 

VO* n  in  but  wnen  full  dreia  13  deemed  neceffaiy. 
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frequently  been  (hewn  the  eldeft  and  who  folemnly  allured  me  that 
daughter  parading  it  through  the  every  circumftance  was  true  ;  but 
town  in  the  greateil  fplendour,  while  indeed  our  own  obfervation  left  us 
her  mother  and  filter  followed  her  without  the  leaft  room  for  doubt, 
as  fervants,  and  made  a  melancholy  and  the  fingular  appearance  and 
part  of  her  attendant  train.  deportment  of  the  ladies  fully  e- 

The  fons,  as  foon  as  they  are  of  vinced  the  truth  of  our  friend’s 
an  age  to  gain  a  livelihood,  are  relation.  In  walking  through  the 
turned  out  of  the  family,  fometimes  town  it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  from  the 
with  a  fmall  prefent  or  portion,  wliimfical  manners  of  the  female 
but  more  frequently  without  any  paffengers,  that  the  women,  accord* 
thing  to  fupport  them ;  and  thus  ing  to  the  vulgar  phrafe,  <wear  the 
reduced,  they  either  endeavour  to  breeches.  They  frequently  hopped 
live  by  their  labour,  or,  which  is  us  in  the  ftreets,  examined  our  drefs, 
more  ufual,  go  on  board  fome  trad-  interrogated  us  with  a  bold  and 
ing  veffel  as  failors  or  as  fervants,  manly  air  *,  laughed  at  our  foreign 
remaining  abroad  till  they  have  got  garb  and  appearance,  and  Ihewed 
together  fome  competency,  and  then  fo  little  attention  to  that  decent 
returning  home  to  marry  and  to  be  modefty,  which  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
hen-pecked.  Some  few  there  are  the  true  chara&eric  of  the  fex, 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the  that  there  is  every  reafon  to  fup- 
Turkifh  law,  break  through  this  pofe  they  would,  in  fpite  of  their 
whimfical  cuftom,  who  marry  their  haughtinefs,  be  the  kindeft  ladies 
Calogrias,  and  retain  to  themfelves  upon  earth,  if  they  were  not  firidd- 
a  competent  provilion ;  but  thefe  ly  watched  by  the  Turks,  who  are 
are  accounted  men  of  a  lingular  here  very  numerous,  and  would  be 
and  even  criminal  difpolition,  and  ready  to  punilh  any  tranfgrelfion  of 
are  hated  and  defpiled  as  confor-  their  ungallant  laws  with'  arbi- 
mifts  to  Turkifh  manners,  and  de-  trary  fines.  But  nature  and  native 
ferters  of  their  native  cuiloms ;  fo  manners  will  often  baffle  the  efforts 
that  we  may  fuppofe  they  are  few  even  of  tyranny.  In  all  their 
indeed  who  have  the  boldnefs  to  cuftoms,  thefe  manly  ladies  feem  to 
depart  from  the  manners  of  their  have  changed  fexes  with  tlie  men. 
country,  to  adopt  the  cuftoms  of  — The  woman  rides  aftride — the 
their  detefted  mailers,  and  to  brave  man  fits  fideways  upon  the  horfe. 
the  eontempt,  the  aerifion,  and  the  Nay,  I  have  been  allured  that  the 
hatred  of  their  neighbours  and  fel-  hufband’s  dillinguifhing  appellation 
low-citizens.  is  his  wife’s  family  aiarne.— -The 

Of  ail  thefe  extraordinary  parti-  women  have  town  and  country 
culars  [  was  informed  by  the  French  houfes,  in  the  management  of  which 
conful,  a  man  of  fenfe  and  of  in-  the  hulband  never  dares  interfere, 
difputable  veracity,  who  had  re-  — Their  gardens,  their  fervants 
fided  in  this  illand  for  feveral  years,  are  all  their  own ;  and  the  hulband 

*  In  the  nineteenth  epi file  of  the  firft  book,  Horace  applies  an  epithet  to  Sappho, 
which  might  with  great  aptnefs  be  given  to  her  prefent  countrywomen  i 

**  Temperat  Archilocly  Mufam  pede  mafcula  Sappho.” 
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from  every  ciruumilance  of  his  be¬ 
haviour,  appears  ,to  be  no  other 
than  h;s  wife’s  firft  domeftic,  per- 
petually.bound  to  her  fervice,  and 
llave  to  her  caprice.  Hence  it  is 
that  a  tradition  obtains  in  the 
country,  that  this  ifland  was  for¬ 
merly  inhabited  by  Amazons,  a 
tradition  however  founded  upon  no 
ancient  hiftory  that  I  know  of.  Sap¬ 
pho  indeed,  the  moll  renowned  fe¬ 
male  that  this  iiland  has  ever  pro¬ 
duced,  is  faid  to  have  Jiad  manly 
inclinations,  in  which,  as  Lucian 
informs  us,  ihe  did  but-  conform, 
with  the  lingular  manners  of  her 
countrywomen.;  but  I  do  not  find 
that  the  mode  in  which  Ihe  chofe  to 
fhew  thele  inclinations  is  imitated 
by  the  prefent  female  inhabitants, 
■who  feem  perfectly  content  with 
the  dear  prerogative  of  abfolute 
fway,  without  endeavouring  in  any 
other  particular  to  change  the 
courfe  of  nature  ;  yet  will  this  cir- 
cumftance  ferve  to  fiiew  that  the 
women  of  Lefbos  had  always  fome- 
thing  peculiar,  and  even  peculiarly 
mafculine,  in  their  manners  and 
propenfities.  But  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  certain  that  no  country  what- 
foeyer  can  afford  a  more  perfect  idea 
of  an  Amazonian  commonwealth, 
or  better  lerve  to  render  probable 
thofe  ancient  relations  which  our 
manners  would  induce  us  to  elleem 
incredible,  than  this  ifland  of  Mete- 
lin.  Thefe  lordly  ladies  are,  for 
the  moll  part,  very  handfome  in  fpite 
of  their  drefs,  which  is  Angular 
and.  disadvantageous.  Down  to  the 
girdle,  which,  as  in  the  old  Grecian 
garb,  is  raifed  far  abov»  what  we 
uiu ally  call  the  waift,  they  wear 
nothing  but  a  Ihift  of  thin  and 
transparent  gauze,  red,  green,  or 
brown,  through  which  every  thing 
is  viiible,  their  breaks  only  except¬ 


ed,  which  they  cover  with  a  fojp 
of  handkerchief ;  and  this,  as  we 
were  informed,  the  Turks  have! 
obliged  them  to  wear,  while  they! 
look  upon  it  as  an  incumbrance, 
and  as  no  inconfiderable  portion  of 
Turkifh  tyranny.  Long  fleeves  of 
the  fame  thin  material,  perfectly 
fhew  their  arms  even  to  the  fhoul- 
der.  Their  principal  ornaments  are 
phams  of  pearl,  to  which  they  hang' 
fmall  pieces  of  gold  coin.  Their; 
eyes  are  large  and  fine.;  and  the 
nofe,  which  w.e  term  Grecian,  ufu- 
ally  prevails  among  them,  as  it 
does  indeed  among  the  women  of 
all  thefe  jflands.  Their  complex¬ 
ions  are  naturally  fine,  but  they 
fpoil  them  by  paint,  of  which  they 
make  abundant  ufe,  and  they  dif- 
figure  their  pretty  faces  by  fnaving 
the  hinder  part  of  the  eyebrow, 
and  replacing  it  with  a  ftrait  line 
of  hair,  neatly  applied  with  fome 
fort  of  gum,  the  brow  being  thus 
continued  in  a  ftrait  and  narrow¬ 
line  till  it  joins  the  hair  on  each 
fide  of  their  face.  They  are  well 
made,  of  the  middle  fize,  and,  for 
the  moft  part,  plump ;  but  they  are 
diftinguiihed  by  nothing  fo  much 
and  fo  univerfally,  as  by  a  haughty^ 
difdainful,  and  fupercilious  air,  wit!) 
which  they  feem  to  look  down  upon 
all  mankind  as  .creatures  of  an  infe¬ 
rior  nature,.  born  for  their  fervice, 
and  doomed  to  be  their  Haves ;  nei¬ 
ther  does  this  peculiarity  of  counte¬ 
nance  in  any  degree  diminifli  their 
natural  beauty,  but  rather  adds  to 
it  that  fort  of  bewitching  attra&ion,. 
which  the  French  call  piquant. 

In  the  fequel  of  this  paper,  lord 
Charlemont  has  endeavoured  with 
great  learning  and  ingenuity  to  trace 
the  origin  of  this  extraordinary 
cuftom  up  to  the  firft  fettlement  of 
the  iiland  by  the  Lyciahs,  accord- 
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ing  to  Diodorus,  thirty  or  forty  cen¬ 
turies  ago ;  amors  gft  whom  we  have 
the  authority  of  Plutarch,  that  the 
feme  ufages  prevailed.  It  would 
indeed,  as  he  adds,  be  whimfically 
curious,  if  we  could  allow  ourfelves 
to  imagine  that  a  fmgular  cuftom 
at  this  day  fubftfting  could  be 
traced  back  to  an  origin  fo  very 
remote,  and  fhould  have-  taken  its 
rife  in  a  period  when  the  world 
was  yet  in  its  infancy ;  or  that  the 
relations  of  Diodorus  and  of  Plu¬ 
tarch,  which,  confidering  the  times 
of  which  they  treat,  might,  with 
much  appearance  of  reafon,  be 
deemed  fabulous,  fhould  be  corro¬ 
borated,  and,  as  it  were,  authenti¬ 
cated  by  a  cuftom  at  this  day  fub¬ 
fifting. 


Curious  Letter  from  the  Teihco  La- 
ma  to  Governor  Raftings ;  from 
f  ranj'aSiions  of  the  Royal  Edin¬ 
burgh  Society . 

MR.  Maconochie  communicat¬ 
ed  from  Robert  Bogle,  of 
Daldowie,  eiq.  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
written  in  1 773,  oy  the  Tefhoo 
Lama  of  Thibet,  to  Warren  Raf¬ 
tings,  efquire  governor  general  of 
Bengal,  while  a  brother  of  Mr. 
Bogle’s  was  refiding  at  the  Lama’s 
court,  as  envoy  from  Mr.  Ha  dings. 
Mr.  Maconochie  remarked,  that  the 
turn  of  thought  and  exprefiion  ren¬ 
dered  the  letter  a  very  great  curio - 
fity ;  but  that  it  was  ftill  more  in- 
tereftine  on  two  accounts :  ift.  That 

o 

it  eftabiiihed  beyond  all  queftion, 
that  the  Tefhoo  Lama,  though  a 
pontiff  of  inferior  rank  to  the  Da¬ 
lai  Lama,  is  underftood  to  poflefs 
the  joul  of  faints,  or  divine  perfon- 
ages  that  flourifhed  in  former  times, 
and  to  retain  the  remembrance  of 


ss 

what  happened  to  them  in  thofe 
paft  periods  of  exiftence.  2dly. 
That  the  fame  places  which  are  re¬ 
garded  in  Bengal  as  peculiarly  fa- 
cred,  are  likewife  regarded  by  the 
religion  of  Fo  as  holy;  that  the 
Tefhoo  Lama,  in  fome  of  his  former 
ftates  of  exiftence,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  reftded  in  thofe  places ;  that 
the  Ganges,  fo  revered  among  the 
Brahmins,  is  alfo  revered  by  the 
worftiippers  of  Fo;  and  that  the 
reference  by  the  followers  of  that 
religion  in  Japan  to  fome  region 
in  india,  as  the  origin  and  holy 
land  of  their  faith,  is  here  af- 
certained  to  belong  to  Bengal. 
Thefe  circurnftances,  he  thought, 
fuggefted  very  important  reflections 
with  regard  to  the  hiftory  of  tl« 
religions  of  E after n  Afta. 

The  letter  is  as  follows ; 

From  Teshoo  Lama  to  the 
Governor. 

Received  the  izd  July ,  1 775* 

“  Mr.  Bogle,  whom,  out  of  your 
kindnefs,  you  were  pleafed  to  fend 
into  this  quarter,  having  (thank 
God)  arrived  here  in  perfeCl  health, 
I  had,  at  an  aufpicious  hour,  the 
pleafure  of  an  interview  with  him, 
and  was  rendered  fo  completely 
happy  on  the  occafion,  that  it  might 
in  reality  have  been  thought  an  in¬ 
terview  with  yourfelf.  The  letter 
which  you  addreffed  to  me,  and  the 
prefents  you  fent  by  Mr.  Bogle,  I 
have  likewife  received  fafe.  May 
your  happinefs  and  profperity  daily 
increafe.  All  the  particulars  which 
Mr.  Bogle  verbally  reprefented  to 
me,  I  perfedly  underftand.  You 
were  pleafed  to  write  me,  that  you 
had  fent  orders  for  eftabhfhing 
peace  with  the  Debe  Doria,  agree¬ 
able  to  my  requeft.  True;  the 
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pleafure  thefe  particulars  gave  me, 
it  is  impoffible  to  exprefs.  When 
you,  out  of  pure  friendfhip,  are  in¬ 
duced  thus  readily  to  comply  with 
a  requeft  of  mine,  what  return  can 
I  make  you  for  it,  but  offer  you 
my  prayers?  You  have  laid  me 
Under  an  obligation  to  you  for  ever ; 
and  I  .  hope  that  you  will  every 
where  prove  vidorious  and  fuc- 
cefsful.  What  can  I  fay  to  you 
of  my  own  fituation  ?  In  former 
ages,  I  repeatedly  received  my  ex¬ 
igence  from  Allahabad,  Benares, 
Patna,  Purnea,  and  other  places  in 
Bengal  and  Oriffa ;  and  having 
ever  enjoyed  much  happinefs  from 
thofe  places,  I  ha  ve  imbibed  a  par¬ 
tiality  for  them;  and  a  lincere  love 
and  affection  for  their  inhabitants 
are  ftrongly  impreffed  on  my  heart. 
The  well-known  place  of  Outra- 
gurd  gave  me  my  lad  exigence; 
and  thanks  be  to  Gody  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  quarter  are  all  content 
and  fatisfied  With  me.  Where  my 
fyiritual  eflence  will  tranfmigrate 
to  next,  will  hereafter  be  feen.  At 
prefent,  here  I  fit  in  this  icy  coun¬ 
try,  in  obedience  and  fubjedion  to 
the  emperor  of  China.  I  have  long 
had  a  defire  of  feeing  you,  and  the 
dominions  and  people  over  whom 
you  rule ;  but  hitherto  many  caufes 
have  occurred  to  prevent  me,  what¬ 
ever  may  happen  in  future.  My 
travelling  fo  far  as  your  country, 
to  obtain  a  perfonal  interview 
with  you,  mud,  however,  be  at¬ 
tended  with  many  unfurmountable 
difficulties,  and  Providence  has  de¬ 
creed,  that  we  fhould  be  at  this  ne- 
ceffary  didance  from  each  other. 
Prom  this  confideration,  I  am  in¬ 
duced  to  requeft  that  you  will  grant 
me  a  piece  of  ground  near  the  fea- 
ftdey  that  I  may  build  a  houfe  of 


worfhip  thereupon  ;  and  for  the  ex-t 
pences  of  building  it,  I  have  fent  an 
hundred  pieces  of  gold  by  Mri 
Bogle,  together  with  fome  carpets, 
cloths,  and  other  neceffaries,  which 
he  will  fhew  you,  for  the  decora¬ 
tion  of  it;  and  I  requed  that  you 
will  do  me  the  favour  to  let  the 
houfe  be  immediately  Built,  and  the 
things  put  up ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
cold  feafon  fets  in,  I  will  certainly 
difpatch  to  you  fome  of  my  owii 
people,  if  not  fome  of  the  family 
of  the  Lama,  who  is  patron  of  the 
emperor  of  China,  I  hope  that 
you  will  receive  them  with  kind- 
nefs,  and  fend  fome  of  your  own 
fervants  with'  them,  to  vifit  every 
place  of  worfhip  at  Allahabad,  BeC 
nares.  &c.  for  the  difeharge  of 
their  religious  duties.  As  this 
country  is  under  the  abfolute  fove- 
reignty  of  the  emperor  pf  China,, 
who  maintains  an  adive  and  unto- 
laxed  control  over  all  its  affairs  $ 
and  as  the  forming  of  any  connec¬ 
tion  or  friendfhip  with  foreign 
powers  is  contrary  to  his  pleafure, 
it  will  frequently  be  out  of  mv 
power  to  difpatch  any  meffengers 
to  you.  However,  it  will  be  im¬ 
poffible  to  efface  the  remembrance 
of  you  out  of  my  mind ;  and  X 
fhall  always  pray  for  the  increafe 
of  your  happinefs  and  profperity; 
and,  in  return,  I  hope  you  will  fre¬ 
quently  favour  me  with  accounts  df 
your  health.  To  avoid  troubling 
you,  and  intruding  longer  upon 
your  time  with  my  incorred  ftyle; 
I  fhall  conclude  this,  but  beg  you 
will  favour  me  with  an  anfwer; 
and  I  fhall  take  an  opportunity  of 
addreffing  you  by  every  perfon  who 
goes  from  hence  into  yoitr  part  of 
the  world.  I  have  reprefented  all 
particulars  to  Mr.  Bogle;  who  will 
/  communicate 
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communicate  them  to  you,  and  I 
hope  you  will  confent  to  them.” 

A  ,  ♦  .  '  / 

[On  a  fspajrate  paper ,] 

“  Having,  in  compliance  with 
jny  requeft,  put  an  end  to  hoftilities 
with  the  Debe  Raja,  and  eftablilhed 
a  peace  with  him,  you  have  thereby 
conferred  upon  me  the  greateit  obli¬ 
gation.  A$  a  tellimony  whereof, 
1  fend  you  a  prefent  of  a  few  things; 
and,  although  not  worth  accept¬ 
ance,  I  beg  you  will  accept  of  them, 
merely  upon  this  conftderation,  that 
a  green  leaf  i?  a  prefent  from  a 
permit.  ; 

»  V  •  i  U:  I 
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Lift  of  prefent s, 

8  Pieces  of  China  fatin, 

1  Silver  talent  of  China. 

1  P.elong  handkerchief. 

"  I  can  make  no  fuitable  return 
for  your  friendfhip  from  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  I  hope  you  will 
excufe  it.  Poorun  Ker  Cufhoo 
will  have  the  honour  of  paying  his 
refpe&s  to  you;  and  I  hope  you 
will  grant  him  your  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection  in  the  bufipefs  with  which 
he  is 

.  ,”t  •  r.  ■  J 
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Account  of  the  Bouquethz ,  or  Moun¬ 
tain  Goat  ;  from  Coxe’s  Travels 
in  Switzerland,  vol.  ii. 

IQbferved  at  Michael  Paccard’s, 
a  guide  of  Chamouny,  a  head 
and  horns  of  th.e  male  bouquetin,  or 
mountain-goat,  and  fluffed  fpeci- 
mens  of  a  female  and  a  young  one. 

As  this  animal  is  extremely  rare, 
and  inhabits  the  higheft  and  almoil 
inacceflible  mountains,  the  defcrip- 
tions  of  it  have  been  very  inaccu¬ 
rate  aftd  confufed.  But  a  new  light 
has  been  lately  thrown  on  the  fub- 
jecl  by  Dr.  Girtanner  of  St.  Gal¬ 
lon,  and  by  M.  van  Berchem,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  Society  of  Sciences 
at  Laufanne ;  and  although  thefe 
two  naturahfts  differ  in  fome  in- 
ilances,  yet  their  joint  labours  have 
affifted  in  afeertaining  the  nature 
and  ceconcmy  of  this  curious  ani¬ 
mal.  The  following  account,  there- 
fote,  of  the  bouquetin,  is  drawn 
principally  from  their  observations 
in  Rozier’s  journal,  and  from  ad¬ 
ditional  information  obligingly  com¬ 
municated  to  me  by  M.  van  Ber- 
chem  himfelf.  ' 

This  animal  is  notv  chiefly  found 
upon  that  chain  which  ftretches 
from  Dauphine  through  Savoy  to 
the  confines  of  Italy,  and  princi¬ 
pally  on  the  alps  bordering  on 
Mont,  Blanc,  which  is  the  moft  ele¬ 
vated  part  of  that  chain.  Its  parti¬ 
cular  haunts  are  the  valley  of  Cor- 
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mayor  to  the  loath  of  Mont  Blanc, 
thofe  heights  which  lie  between 
Mont  Blanc  and  the  frontiers  of  the 
Vallais,  and  the  mountains  which 
border  the  Val  Savarenche ;  but  it 
is  met  with  more  abundantly  in  the 
mountains  of  the  valley  of.  Cogue, 
which  is  the  frontier  of  the  valley 
of  Dent  in  Piedmont ;  and  almoft 
always  frequents  thofe  parts  that 
have  a  foutnern  afpedb 

The  feveral  names  by  which  the 
bouquetin  is  known  in  different  lan¬ 
guages,  are,  in  Greek,  by  Homer  and 
PElian,  At|  ay^toq;  Latin,  Ibex,  which 
name  lias  been  adopted  by  rnofl 
modern  naturalilfs  ;  Italian,  Capra 
Selvatica ;  German  and  Swifs,  Stein- 
boch,  or  Rock  -  goat,  the  female, 
Et agne,  or  Ybfchen  and  Tbfchgeifs, 
perhaps  from  the  Latin  Ibex  ; 
Flemifh,  Wildgheii ;  French,  Bou¬ 
quetin,  anciently  Bcuc-efain,  the 
German  name  reverfed.  Belon 
mimed  it  Hi  reus  ferus  ;  Brilfon, 
Elircus  Ibex  ;  Linnaeus,  Capra  Ibex  ; 
Pennant,  the  Ibex;  and  Dr.  Gir¬ 
tanner,  Capra  Alpina.  I  have  adopt¬ 
ed  the  name  of  Bouquetin,  becaufe 
it  is  the  provincial  appellation  of 
the  animal  in  the  Alps. 

The  fyftematic  naturalifts  agree 
in  taking  the  fpeeific  character  of 
the  bouquetin  from  the  beard,  and 
the  horns,  which  they  defer!  be  as 
knobbed  along  the  upper  or  ante¬ 
rior  furface,  and  reclining  towards 
the  back. 
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The  male  bouquetin  is  larger 
than  the  tame  goat,  but  refembles 
it  much  in  the  outer  form.  The 
head  is  {mall  in  proportion  to  the 
body,  with  the  muzzle  thick,  com- 
preffed,  and  a  little  arched.  The 
eyes  are  large,  round,  and  have 
much  fire  and  brilliancy.  The 
horns  large,  when  of  a  full  fize 
weighing  fometimes  16  or  18 
pounds,  flatted  before  and  rounded 
behind,  with  one  or  two  longitudi¬ 
nal  ridges,  and  many  tranfverfe 
ridges ;  which  degenerate  towards 
the  tip  into  knobs ;  the  colour  dufk.y 
brown.  The  beard  long,  tawny,  or 
dufky.  The  legs  {lender,  with  the 
hoofs  ihort,  hollow  on  the  infide, 
and  on  the  outbid e  terminated  by  a 
falient  border,  like  thofe  of  the 
chamois.  The  body  fhort,  thick, 
and  ftrong.  The  tail  fliort,  naked 
underneath,  the  reft  covered  with 
long  hairs,  white  at  the  bafe  and 
{ides,  black  above  and  at  the  end. 
Space  under  the  tail  in  fome  tawny, 
in  others  white.  The  coat  lon<r, 
but  not  pendent,  afh  -  coloured, 
mixed  with  fome  hoary  hairs :  a 
black  lift  runs  along  the  back ;  and 
there  is  a  black  fpot  above  and  be¬ 
low  the  knees.  Its  colour,  how¬ 
ever,  like  that  of  other  animals, 
muft  neceftariiy  vary  according  to 
its  age  and  local  circumftanees. 

The  female  has  been  little  noticed 
among  naturalifts.  She  is  one  third 
lefs  than  the  male,  and  not  fo  cor¬ 
pulent  :  her  colour  is  lefs  tawny  : 
her  horns  are  very  fmall,  and  not 
above  eight  inches  long.  In  thefe, 
and  in  her  figure,  fhe  refembles  a 
goat  that  has  been  caftrated  whilft 
young.  She  has  two  teats,  like  the 
tame  Ihe-goat,  and  never  has  any 
beard,  unlefs,  perhaps,  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  The  young  ones  are 
£>f  a  ditty  grey  colour,  and  the  lift 
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along  the  back  is  fcarcely  difcern- 
ible. 

There  is  a  fluffed  fpecimen  of  the 
male  bouquetin  of  the  Alps  in  Mr. 
ParkinfotTs,  late  Sir  Afliton  Lever’s, 
Mufeum,  of  which  I  have  here  given 
fome  of  the  principal  dimenfions, 
as  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  any 
author  that  has  fallen  under  my 
obfervation,  except  in  Bulfon’s  Hif- 
toire  Naturelle ;  and  thofe  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Daqbenton  from  a 
young  fubjed. 

In  a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  the 
bouquetin  commonly  carries  the 
head  low ;  but  in  running  holds  it 
high,  and  even  bends  it  a  little 
forward.  He  mounts  a  perpendi¬ 
cular  rock  of  fifteen  feet  at  three 
leaps,  or  rather  three  fucceflive 
bounds  of  five  feet  each.  It  does 
not  feem  as  if  he  found  any  footing 
on  the  rock,  appearing  to  touch  it 
merely  to  be  repelled,  like  an  elaftic 
fubftance  ftriking  againft  a  hard 
body.  He  is  not  fuppofed  to  take 
more  than  three  fucceflive  leaps  in 
this  manner.  If  he  is  between  two 
rocks  which  are  near  each  other, 
and  wants  to  reach  the  top,  he  leaps 
from  the  fide  of  one  rock  to  the 
other  alternately,  till  he  has  attained 
the  fummit.  He  alfo  traverfes  the 
glaciers  with  rapidity  j  but  only 
when  purfued,  for  otherwife  he  a- 
voids  them. 

The  bouquetins  feed,  during  the 
night,  in  the  higheft  woods  :  but 
the  fun  no  lboner  begins  to  gild  the 
fummits,  than  they  quit  the  woody 
region,  and  mount,  feeding  in  their 
progrefs,  till  they  have  reached  the 
moft  cordiderable  heights.  They 
betake  themfelves  to  the  lides  of 
the  mountains  which  face  the  eaftor 
fouth,  and  lis  down  in  the  higheft 
places  and  hotteflk  expofure s’:  but 
when  the  fun  has  finilhed  more  than 

three 
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three  quarters  of  its  courfe,  they 
again  begin  to  feed,  and  to  defcend 
towards  the  woods  ;  whither  they 
retire  when  it  is  likely  to  fnovv, 
and  where  they  always  pafs  the 
winter.  The  bouquetins  afiemble 
in  flocks,  confiding  at  the  moil  of 
ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen ;  but  more 
ufually  in  fmaller  numbers.  The 
males  which  are  fix  years  old  and 
upwards,  haunt  more  elevated  places 
than  the  females  and  younger  bou¬ 
quetins  ;  and  as  they  advance  in 
age  are  lefs  fond  of  fociety;  they 
become  gradually  hardened  againft 
the  effe&s  of  extreme  cold,  and  fre¬ 
quently  live  entirely  alone. 

In  fummer  they  feed  principally 
on  the  genifi  and  other  aromatic 
plants  which  grow  in  the  high  alps  ; 
and  in  winter  they  eat  the  lichens, 
and  broufe  on  bufhes  and  the  tender 
fhoots  of  trees.  They  prefer  thofe 
fpots  where  the  dwarf  birch  and 
alpine  willows  grow,  and  where 
rhododendron ,  thalidlrum ,  and  J'axi- 
frages ,  abound. 

The  bouquetins  having  their  fore 
legs  fomewhat  ihorter  than  the  hind 
legs,  naturally  afcend  with  greater 
facility  than  they  defcend  ;  for  this 
reafon  nothing  but  tlie  fevered  wea¬ 
ther  can  engage  them  to  come  down 
into  the  lower  regions ;  and  even 
in  winter,  if  there  are  a  few  fine 
days,  they  leave  the  woods  and 
mount  higher. 

Winter  is  the  feafon  of  love  with 
them,  and  princpally  the  month  of 
January.  The  females  go  with 
young  five  months,  and  consequent¬ 
ly  produce  in  the  laft  week  of  J  une, 
or  the  firfl.  of  July.  At  the  time  of 
parturition  they  feparate  from  the 
males,  retire  to  the  fide  of  fome  rill, 
and  generally  bring  forth  only  one 
young,  though  fome  naturalills  af¬ 


firm  that  they  occafionally  produce 
two. 

The  common  cry  of  the  bouquetin 
is  a  fhort  fharp  whiffle,  not  unlike 
that  of  the  chamois,  but  of  lefs  conti¬ 
nuance  :  fometimes  it  makes  a  fnort, 
and  when  young  bleats. 

The  feafon  for  hunting  the  bou¬ 
quetin  is  towards  the  end  of  fum¬ 
mer,  and  in  autumn,  during  the 
months  of  Auguit  and  September, 
when  they  are  ufually  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  None  but  the  inhabitants 
of  the  mountains  engage  in  the 
chace;  for  it  requires  not  only  a 
head  that  can  bear  to  look  down 
from  the  greatefl:  heights  without 
terror,  addrefs  and  fure-footednefs 
in  the  moil  difficult  and  dangerous 
pafles,  and  to  be  an  excellent 
markfman,  but  alfo  much  flrength 
and  vigour,  to  fupport  hungeifc 
cold,  and  prodigious  fatigue.  The 
moft  determined  hunters  of  bou¬ 
quetins  live  in  the  mountains  of  the 
Lower  Vallais  :  for  inftance,  the 
natives  of  Servan,  a  village  in  a 
wild  and  pi&urefque  fituation,  foul* 
leagues  from  Valorfine,  and  two  or 
three  from  Martigny,  are  hunters, 
and  the  bouquetins  being  no  longer 
found  in  their  mountains,  they  hunt 
in  thofe  of  the  valley  of  Aofl,  ob¬ 
taining  a  permiflion  for  that  purpofe 
from  the  inhabitants. 

The  female  fhows  much  attach¬ 
ment  to  her  young,  and  even  de¬ 
fends  it  agamfl:  eagles,  wolves,  and 
other  enemies ;  fhe  takes  refuge  in 
fome  cavern,  and  prefenting  her 
head  at  the  entrance  of  the  hole,  thus 
oppofes  the  enemy. 

When  a  bouquetin  is  fhot,  tfie 
hunters  let  it  cool  upon  the  fpot,  and 
then  embowel  it,  putting  the  blood 
into  one  of  the  entrails,  which  is 
efleemed  by  the  peafants  a  fove- 
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elgn  remedy  in  pleurifies  and  fome 
)ther  diforders.  A  large  bouque- 
in  thus  embowelled  will  weigh  1 80 
>r  200  pounds.  A  female  weighs 
inly  from  70  to  80  pounds. 

Some  naturalifts  are  of  opinion, 
hat  the  diminution  of  the  race  of 
jouquedns  in  the  .Alps  is  owing  to 
lis  fize,  the  monftrous  length  and 
veight  of  the  horns,  which  impede 
lim  in  his  courfe ;  becaufe  he  is 
Iriven  into  places  where  he  can 
carcely  procure  fufficient  nourilh- 
nent  during  great  part  of  the  year, 
vhere  his  fight  becomes  debilitat¬ 
ed,  and  is  frequently  loft  by  the 
hong  refledion  of  the  fun  from  the 
ce  and  fnow.  They  confider  this 
mimal  rather  as  a  native  of  the 
ubalpine  regions,  which  are  co- 
rered  during  furnmer  with  the  fin  eft 
lerbage,  and  where  the  bouquetins 
nd  chamois  probably  paftured  in 
ranquillity,  when  only  the  lower 
'allies  and  plains  were  inhabited. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  maintained 
>y  others,  that  the  bouquetin  is 
ndued  with  ftrength  proportionate 
d  his  fize ;  and  though  he  is  infe- 
ior  to  the  chamois  in  livelinefs  and 
gility,  yet  he  is  by  no  means  de¬ 
ment  in  activity;  that  his  horns, 
hough  large  and  weighty,  yet 
rom  their  reclined  pofttion  do 
ot  feem  to  be  any  impediment, 
'Ut  rather  render  him  eftential  fer- 
ice  when  he  happens  to  fall,  or 
urpofely  throws  himfelf  down  pre- 
ipices  to  avoid  hispurfuers.  They 
,dd  alfo,  that  his  natural  food  is 
atlier  lichens  than  herbs  ;  that  he 
5  particularly  fond  of  the  young 
hoots  of  trees  and  Ihrubs ;  and 
hat  in  all  the  places  where  he  in- 
labits,  he  is  found  in  the  coldeft  and 
udeft  mountains,  and  on  the  fteep- 
ft  rocks.  From  thefe  circumftan- 
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ces,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  his 
prefent  fituation  and  manner  of  life 
is  an  effed  of  nature  rather  than 
nece&ty.  Befides,  why  do  the  cha¬ 
mois,  who  are  more  hunted  than 
the  bouquetia,  ftill  inhabit  the  left 
elevated  regions  ;  and  why  are  they 
not  driven  into  the  glaciers  ?  To 
account  for  the  prefent  fcarcity  of 
the  bouquetin,  we  need  only  con- 
ftder  the  number  of  its  enemies,  in 
men,  beafts,  and  birds  of  prey.  Nor 
is  there  much  caufe  for  apprehen¬ 
sions,  that  the  race  will  be  extindl 
even  in  the  Alps.  But  allowing 
that  the  bouquetin  was  no  longer 
found  in  his  native  Alps,  ftill  we 
could  not  affirm  with  fo  much  pro¬ 
priety  that  the  race  was  extind,  as 
that  it  had  migrated  into  a  milder 
climate,  and,  with  a  ftate  of  domef- 
tication  and  more  fucculent  food, 
had  acquired  fofter  manners,  a  form 
lefs  rude,  fmaller  and  fmoother 
horns.  For  it  is  even  not  impro¬ 
bable,  that  the  hircus  ferns  or  bouc- 
eftain  of  Belon,  the  bouquetin  of  the 
Alps,  the  Siberian  ibex,  and  sega- 
grus,  both  fo  accurately  described 
by  Pallas,  and  the  tame  goat  in  all 
its  different  forms,  are  only  varie¬ 
ties  of  the  fame  fpecies.  Their 
difference  in  fhape  and  manners 
may  be  fufficiently  accounted  for 
from  a  change  of  climate,  fituation, 
and  food ;  they  are  found  to  couple 
freely  with  each  other  ;  and  are 
afferted  to  produce  an  offspring 
which  is  fertile. 

They  all  have  a  beard,  which 
feems  to  be  the  great  chara&eri  die 
diftiniftion  of  this  genus.  They 
differ  more  or  lefs  from  each  other 
in  the  fhape  of  their  horns,  fize, 
and  coat,  none  of  which  can  be 
efteemed  certain  fpecific  diftindtions. 
The  greateft  difference  undoubtedly 

coniifts 
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confifts  in  the  horns,  none  of  them, 
perhaps,  except  the  bouquetin,  hav¬ 
ing  a  longitudinal  ridge,  and  fome 
of  them  "being  even  without  the 
tranfverfe  ridges.  But  this  difier- 
ence  is  lefs  perceptible,  in  compar¬ 
ing  the  bouquetin  with  the  Siberian 
ibex,  the  ibex  with  the  aegagrus, 
and  the  aegagrus  with  the  tame 
goat.  Nor  are  the  horns  of  the 
Alpine  bouquetin  fo  much  weigh¬ 
tier,  longer,  and  larger,  than  thofe 
of  the  above-mentioned  animals,  as 
to  form  a  certain  fpecific  diflinc- 
tion. 

But  even  if  this  difference  fhould 
be  ftill  greater,  it  could  never  be 
admitted  as  forming  a  fpecific  dif- 
tin&ion.  For  the  horns  not  only 
differ  in  individuals  of  the  fame 
fpecies,  but  in  the  fame  individuals 
at  different  ages.  If  we  were  to 
attempt  to  arrange  animals  folely 
by  their  horns,  the  difcriminations 
would  be  as  endlefs  as  uncertain. 
But  if,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the 
Alpine  bouquetin  and  the  other  fpe¬ 
cies  of  the  goat  genus  fhould  be  ex¬ 
cepted  from  this  general  affertion, 
we  have  only  to  add,  that  M.  van 
Berchen  poffeffes  the  horns  of  a 
young  one,  produced  from  the  union 
of  the  bouquetin  and  fhe-goat,  that 
are  exactly  fimilar  to  the  horns  of 
the  aegagrus,  which,  as  Pallas  afferts, 
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refemble  thofe  of  the  tame  goat. 
Climate  and  nutriment  muff  have 
a  great  effeCt  upon  the  horns  of  ani¬ 
mals.  The  female  of  the  bouque¬ 
tin  has  horns  very  like  thofe  of  the 
tame  goat.  It  is  no  wonder  there¬ 
fore,  if  a  long  fervitude,  an  inactive 
life,  an  exchange  from  the  aromatic 
plants  and  pure  air  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  to  a  grofs  nutriment  and  a 
m oilier  atmofphere,  fhould  diminilh 
the  horns,  alter  their  lhape,  fubdue 


the  longitudinal  ridge,  and  convert, 
the  knobs  into  wrinkles. 

The  count  de  BufFon  extends  the 
goat  genus  Hill .further,  and  com¬ 
prehends  under  it  even  the  chamois; 
conjecturing,  that  the  bouquetin  is. 
the  male  in  the  original  race  of 
goats,  and  the  chamois  the  female; 
The  French  naturalift  having,  at 
the  time  when  he  defcribed  the  ; 
bouquetin,  never  leen  it  in  a  full 
grown  liate,  was  probably  induced 
to  entertain  this  opinion  from  a  faint 
refemblance  between  the  female 
bouquetin  and  the  chamois.  But 
there  does  not  feem  the  leaft  foun¬ 
dation  for  this  notion,  the  chamois 
being  an  animal  totally  diflinCt  from 
the  goats,  never  coupling  with  them, 
and  judicioufly  claffed  by  Pallas 
and  Pennant  in  the  genus  of  ante¬ 
lopes.  His  conjedture,  however,, 
that  the  bouquetin  is  the  original 
fource  of  all  the  tame  goats,  feems 
to  be  well  founded  ;  and  has  been 
adopted  by  the  greateft  part  of  fuc- 
ceeding  naturalifls.  And  as,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  juft  obfervations  of 
Pallas,  the  aegagrus  approaches 
nearer  than  the  bouquetin  to  the 
tame  goat  in  its  form  and  horns,  the, 
aegagrus  may  be  the  link  which 
unites  the  bouquetin  and  the  tame 
goat.  May  not  the  aegagrus  be 
confidered  as  a  race  produced  from 
the  bouquetin  and  the  fhe-goat,  or 
the  goat  and  female  bouquetin  ? 
Pallas  alfo  conjectures,  that  the 
tame  goat  may  poffibly  have  been 
propagated  from  the  aegagrus  and. 
Siberian  ibex,  which  is  allowed  by 
molt  naturalifls  to  be  the  fame  as, 
the  bouquetin ;  and  Pennant  re¬ 
marks,  with  no  lefs  fagacity,  that 
the  tame  goats  may  be  derived  from 
both,  as  we  are  allured  that  the  ibex 
and  fhe-goat  will  produce  a  fimilar 
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ffspring.  It  is  alfo  probable,  that  wild  animal  ;  had  thick  horns, 
he  bouquetin  is  the  origin  of  all  knobbed,  not  keeled  above,  and  a 
he  goat  genus,  becaufe  it  is  the  long  rough  coat,  but  no  where -pen- 
argeft,  ftrongefl,  and  dwells  in  the  dent,  except  in  the  beard:  the 
noil  inhofpitable  regions.  For,  black  lid  on  the  back  was  aimed 
ccording  to  the  obfervation  of  the  obliterated.  And  lakly,  Mr.  van' 
ame  great  zoologifl*,  whom  we  have  Berchem  faw  feveral  tame  bouqne- 
0  often  quoted,  thofe  animals  who  tins  at  Aigle.  They  were  gentle 
.re  natives  of  the  coldeft  mountains  and  familiar;  and,  without  beintr  ■ 
null,  on  defeending  into  the  warm  remarkably  lively,  were  a&ive  and 
dains,  be  liable  to  greater  changes  graceful  in  all  their  motions.  They 
han  thofe  who  are  formed  for  mild-  bred  with  different  fht-goats,  and 
:r  climates ;  and  this  circumftance-  Mr.  van  Berchem  faw  the  young 
eems  fufficient  to  account  for  the  ones,  which  feemed  to  form  a  new  , 
rreat  variety  obfervable  in  the  goat  race. 

jenus.  If  thefe  obfervations  fhould  be 

Some  naturalifts  pretend,  that  she  well  founded,  the  goat  genus,  or 
)0uquetin  cannot  be  the  original  race  of  the  bouquetin,  is  found  in 
lock  from  whence  the  goats  have  a  wild  date  along  the  chain  of 
>een  produced,  becaufe,  as  he  in-  mountains  that  traverfes  the  tempo - 
labits  only  the  loftied  fummits  and  rate  parts  both  of  Europe  and  Afra  ; 
ocks  covered  with  eternal  mow,  on  the  Alps,  Pyrenees,  and  Car- 
md  feeds  only  on  plants  peculiar  to  pathian  mountains  ;  on  the  Taurus 
ugh  regions,  he  cannot  be  domef-  and  Caucafus;  on  the  mountains  of 
icated  in  a  variety  of  climates.  Siberia  and  Tartary;  in  Kamt- 1 
But  this  opinion  is  contradicted  by  fchatka;  on  the  iflandsofthe  Archi- 
'adiyand  experience.  Stumpf,  the  pelago;  in  Hedsjaeas  in  Arabia ;  in 
lidorian  of  Switzerland,  informs  us,  India  ;  perhaps  in  /Egypt  and  Ly- 
:hat  the  Vallaifans  near  Sion  bred  bia. 
ip  tame  bouquet  ins  with  their 

roats ;  and  Belon  relates,  that  the  *  "  I 

Cretans  tamed  the  young  bouc-  Account  of  the  Taba/heer,  ih  a  'Letter 
dtains  by  giving  them  to  be  fuck-  from  Patrick  Ruffefo’ffli).  F.R.8. . ' 

ed  by  the  goats.  Dr.  Pallas  alfo  From  the  Philofophical Troti/aSkm, 

•elates,  that  he  has  frequently  feen  y0l%  Jxxx.  Part  2. 
rhe  Siberian  ibex  among  the  tame 

roats,  and  mentions  one  in  parti-  Abafheer,  a  drug  in  high  re¬ 
gular  at  Orenburgh,  which  was  pute  in  many  parts  of  the 

eader  of  a  Pock,  and  father  of  a  Eaft,  was,  I  believe,  firft  introduced 
lumerous  offspring  more  refemb-  to  the  knowledge  of  the  weltern 
ing  the’ females  than  himfelf.  He  world  through  the  ’works  of  the 
-vas  very  different  from  the  tame  Arabian  phyiicians,  all  of  whom 
le-goats,  fcarcely  inferior  in  fiz©  to  mention  it  as  an  important  article 
1  bouquetin  two  years  old :  in  co-  in  their  Materia  Medina  ;  and,  from 
our  and  ftrengih  he  refembkd  the  what  I  could  obferve  in  Syria/  it. 


*  Pallas. 
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ftill  continues  to  be  in  much  more 
general  ufe  in  Turkey  than  in  this 
part  of  India. 

The  genuine  Tabafheer  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  production  of  the 
Arundo  Bambos  of  Linnaeus,  the 
Hy  of  the  Hortus  Malabarieus,  and 
the  Arundo  Indica  arborea  maxima , 
cor  the  fpinofo,  of  Herman. 

The  bamboo  in  which  the  Ta- 
balheer  is  found,  is  vulgarly  called 
the  Female  Bamboo,  and  is  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  largenefs  of  its  ca¬ 
vity  from  the  male,  employed  for 
fpears  or  lances.  They  are  faid  to 
be  feparate  trees;  but  this  faCt  I 
have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  af- 
certain. 

Of  the  feven  pieces  of  bamboo 
which  accompany  this  paper,  four 
are  from  the  mountains  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Vellore,  and  three  from 
a  place  twenty  miles  from  hence. 
The  former  were  perfectly  green 
on  their  arrival  px  Madras ;  and 
the  others  were  feleCted  from  a  large 
parcel,  which  were  green  alfo  when 
they  came  to  my  hands.  Thefe 
were  all  feleCted  on  a  conjecture  of 
their  containing  Tabafheer,  from  a 
certain  rattling  perceived  upon 
fhaking  the  bamboo,  as  if  fmall 
Hones  were  contained  in  the  ca¬ 
vity. 

In  the  month  of  April,  one  of  the 
bamboos,  confiding  of  fix  joints, 
received  from  Vellore,  being  cauti- 
oufly  fplit,  each  joint  was  examined 
feparately.  In  two  of  them  no  vef- 
tige  of  the  drug  was  difcovered; 
each  of  the  others  contained  fome, 
but  in  various  quantity  ;  the  whole 
collected  amounted  to  about  twenty- 
lev  en  grains. 

The  quality  alfo  was  various. 
The  particles  reckoned  of  the  firft 
quality  were  of  a  bluifh  white  co¬ 
lour,  refembling  fmall  fragments  of 


fhells ;  they  were  harder  thaii  the 
others,  but  might  eafily  be  crumb¬ 
led  between  the  fingers  into  a  gritty 
powder,  and  when  applied  to  the 
tongue  and  palate,  had  a  flight  fa- 
line  teftaceous  tade :  they  did  not 
exceed  in  weight  four  grains.  The 
red  were  of  a  cineritious  colour, 
rough  on  the  furface,  and  more 
friable  ;  and  intermixed  with  thefe 
were  fome  larger,  light,  fpongy 
particles,  fomewhat  refembling  pu- 
mice-dones. 

J  n  the  month  of  J uly,  forty- three 
green  bamboos,  each  confiding  of 
five  or  fix  joints,  were  brought 
from  the  hills,  fifty  miles  didant 
from  hence.  Six,  appearing  to  con¬ 
tain  more  T abafheer  than  the  others, 
were  fet  apart ;  the  remaining 
thirty-feven  were  fplit,  and  examin¬ 
ed  in  the  manner  before  mentioned. 
The  refult  was  as  follows : 

In  nine  out  of  the  thirty-feven, 
there  were  no  vediges  of  Tabafheer. 
In  twenty-eight  fome  were  found  in 
one,  two,  or  three  joints  of  each; 
but  never  in  more  than  three  joints 
of  the  fame  bamboo.  The  quantity 
varied,  but  in  all  was  inconfiderable; 
and  the  empty  joints  were  fome- 
times  contiguous,  fometimes  inter¬ 
rupted,  indifferently. 

The  drug  confids  of  very  diffimi- 
Iar  particles  at  firft  when  taken  from 
the  bamboo,  as 'will  appear  in  look¬ 
ing  into  the  fmall  fpecimen,  N°  i  ; 
which,  having  collected  myfelf,  I 
am  certain  has  undergone  no  adul¬ 
teration. 

The  whiter,  fmooth,  harder  par¬ 
ticles,  when  not  loofe  together  with 
the  others  in  the  cavity,  were  modly 
found  adhering  to  the  feptum  that 
divides  the  joints,  and  to  the  fides 
contiguous;  but  never  to  the  fides 
about  the  middle  of  the  joints  >  and 
it  may  be  remarked,  that,  indead 
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if  being  chiefly  found  at  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  joint,  as  might  be 
xpe&ed  from  the  juice  fettling 
here,  they  were  found  adherent  in- 
[ilferently  to  either  extremity,  and 
ometimes  to  both.  In  this  fitua- 
ion  they  formed  a  fmooth  lining, 
omewhat  refembling  polilhed  flue- 
o,  which  ufually  was  cracked  in 
everal  places,  and  might  eafily  be 
Letached  with  a  blunt  knife. 

In  fome  joints  the  Tabafheer  was 
ound  thus  collected  at  one  or  both 
xtremities  only,  and  in  fuch  no 
attling  was  perceived  upon  fliak- 
ng  the  bamboo ;  but  generally, 
diile  fome  adhered  to  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  the  joint,  other  detached 
ieces  were  intermixed  with  the 
oavfer  loofe  particles  in  the  cavity. 

The  quantity  found  in  eachbam- 
00  was  very  inconflderable ;  the. 
roduce  of  the  whole  twenty-eight 
eeds,  from  five  to  feven  feet  long, 
o.t  much  exceeding  two  drams. 

Submitting  the  fpecimens  to  ex- 
mination,  I  refrain  from  exped¬ 
ients  on  them,  which  may  more 
lecefsfully  be  made  in  England, 
nd  fhall  proceed  to  offer  a  few 
bfervations  on  the  juice  of  the  re- 
ent  bamboo  fuppofed  to  form  the 
"abafheer. 

The  exifience  of  this  fluid  in  the 
amboo  is  known  by  fhaking  the 
)int.  In  a  confiderable  number  of 
amboos  fplit  in  order  to  procure 
,  I  never  found  water  in  more 
lan  two  joints,  and  generally  not 
lore  than  two  or  three  drams  in 
ach the  largeft  quantity  procured 
t  one  time  was  one  ounce  and  a 
alf.  Very  few  joints  in  proper- 
on  contained  any  . 

The  fluid  was  always  tranfparentr 
ut  varied  in  confiftence ;  when 
Acker,  it  had  a  whiter  colour  than 
ommon ;  when  more  dilute  it  dif- 
Vol,  XXXUt 
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fered  little  to  the  eye  from  Common 
Water,  or  fometimes  had  a  pale 
greenifh  caft.  Applied  to  the  tongue 
and  palate,  it  had  a  flight  faline, 
fub-aftringent  tafte,  more  or  lefa 
perceptible  in  proportion  to  the* 
confiftence  of  the  fluid.  After  eva¬ 
poration  in  the  fun,  the  refiduum 
had  a  pretty  ftrong  faline  tafte,  with 
lefs  aftringency.  Some  of  the  fluid, 
of  a  darkilh  colour,  thickened  in 
the  reed  to  the  confiftence  of  honey ; 
and  fome,  in  another  joint  of  the; 
fame  reed,  was  perfectly  white  and 
almoft  dry  :  both  had  the  fharp  falc 
tafte,  which  the  Tabafheer  itfelf 
lofes  in  a  great  degree  by  keep¬ 
ing. 

In  the  latter  end  of  Oflober,  a 
green  bamboo  of  five  joints  was 
brought  to  me,  which  appeared  to 
contain  both  water  and  Tabafheer. 
After  three  days,  the  found  of  wa¬ 
ter,  upon  fhaking  the  reed,  could 
hardly  be  perceived ;  on  the  fifth 
day  it  was  intirely  imperceptible. 

Upon  fplitting  the  bamboo,  about 
half  a  dram  of  the  fluid,  now  thick¬ 
ened  into  a  mucilage,  was  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  upper  joint.  Tha 
fecond  joint  contained  fome  perfect 
Tabafheer  loofe  in  the  cavity.  The 
third  joint  was  empty,  excepting  a 
few  particles  of  Tabafheer,  which 
adhered  to  the  fides  near  the  bot-« 
tom.  The  fourth  joint,  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  contained  above  a  dram  of  a 
brownifh  pulpy  fubftance,  adherent. 
The  laft  joint,  in  like  manner,  con¬ 
tained  half  a  dram  of  a  fubftance 
thicker  and  harder  in  confiftence, 
and  nearly  of  the  colour  of  white 
wax. 

This  fpecimen  exhibited  at  one 
view  the  progrefs  of  the  Tabafheer 
through  its  feveral  ftages.  The 
found  diftin&ly  perceived  in  the  firffe 
joint,  on  the  23d  of  Q&ober,  was 
F  produced 
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produced,  by  the  water  in  a  fluid 
Itate;  on  the  31ft,  having  become 
thicker,  the  found,  upon  fhaking, 
was  very  obfcure;  on  the  2d  of 
November,  no  found  was  percep¬ 
tible  ;  and  when  the  reed  was  fplit, 
the  water  was  found  reduced  to  a 
mucilage.  The  fourth  and  fifth 
joints  contained  the  drug  in  a  more 
advanced  Hate.  In  the  fir  ft,  it  was. 
thicker  than  a  mucilage,  of  a 
brownifti  colour  ;  in  the  fecond, 
more  of  the  fluid  part  having  eva¬ 
porated,  the  colour  was  whiter,  and 
it  wanted  but  little  of  the  confif- 
tence  of  the  perfect  Tabaiheer 
found  in  the  fecond  joint.  . 

I  am,  &c. 

Vi*agapatam, 

Nov.  26,  1788,  P.  Russell. 

Four  of  the  feven  reeds  pre- 
fented  to  the  Society  on  the  night 
this  paper  was  read,  being  carefully 
fplit,  the  contents,  upon  comparing 
them  with  the  fpecimens  fent  from 
India,  then  on  the  table,  were  found 
to  agree  in  all  refpedls,  as  well  as 
with  the  defcription  of  the  more 
recent  drug  given  in  the  above  pa¬ 
per.  The  fpecimen,  N°  3.  fent 
from  Hydrabad,  and  reckoned  the 
prime  fort,  differed  fomewhat  in 
hardnefs,  as  mentioned  above,  from 
the  pureft  particles  in  the  Tabafheer 
colle&ed  by  myfelf;  but  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  feveral  of  the  members  pre- 
fent,  who  compared  them,  were  the 
fame  fubftance  with  the  particles 
mixed,  Jn  a  fmall  proportion,  in 
fome  of  the  other  fpecimens,  as 
lihewife  with  a  few  particles  taken 
from  the  reeds  opened  in  their  pre¬ 
fence ;  which  puts  it  beyond  doubt, 
that  the  fubftance  is  produced  in  the 
cavity  pf  the  bamboo. 

The  feveral  fpecimens  are  now 
under  chemical  trial ;  and  the  re- 
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communicated  to  the  Society. 


Account  of  the  Nardus  Indica*  or 
Spikenard.  By  Gilbert  Blane, 
‘  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  From  the  fame. 


7\fArdus  Indica ,  or  Spikenard \  is  a 
^  v  name  familiar  in  the  works  of 
the  ancient  phyficians,  naturalifts, 
and  poets ;  but  the  identity  of  which 
has  not  hitherto  been  fatisfattorily  af- 
certained.  My  brother  fays,  in  a  letter 
dated  Lucknow,  December  1786, 
that,  “  travelling  with  the  Nabob 
Vizier,  upon  one  of  his  hunting  ex- 
curfions,  towards  the  northern  moun¬ 
tains,  I  was  furprifed  one  day,  after 
croffing  the  river  Rapty,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  to  perceive  the  air  perfumed 
with  an  aromatic  fmell;  and,  upon 
aiking  the  caufe,  I  was  told  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  roots  of  the  grafs 


that  were  bruifed  or  trodden  out 


the  ground  by  the  feet  of' the  ele¬ 
phants  and  hdrfes  of  the  nabob’s 
retinue.  The  country  was  wild  and 
uncultivated,  and  this  was  the  com¬ 
mon  grafs  which  covered  the  furface 
of  it,  growing  in  large  tufts  clofe 
to  each  other,  very  rank*  and  in  ge¬ 
neral  from-  three  to  four  feet  in 
length.  As  it  was  the  winter  fea 
fon,  there  was  none  of  it  in  flower. 
Indeed  the  greateft  part  of  it  had 
been  burnt  down  on  the  road  we 
went,  in  order  that  it  might  be  no 
impediment,  to  the  nabob’s  encamp¬ 
ments. 

“  I  colle&ed  a  quantity  of  the 
roots  to  be  dried  for  ufe,  and  care¬ 
fully  <dug  up  fome  of  it,  which  I 
fent  to  be  planted  in  my  garden  at 
Lucknow.  It  there  throve  exceed 
ingly,  and  in-  the  rainy  feafon  it 

*  *  fhot 
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{hot  up  {pikes  about  fix  feet  high. 
Accompanying  this,  I  fend  you  a 
drawing  of  the  plant  in  flower,  and 
of  the  dried  roots,  in  which  the 
natural  appearance  is  tolerably  pre- 
ferved. 

“  It  is  called  by  the  natives  T e- 
rankusy  which  means  literally,  in  the 
Hindoo  language,  fever- reftrainer, 
from  the  virtues  they  attribute  to  it 
in  that  difeafe.  They  infufe  about 
a  dram  of  it  in  half  a  pint  of1  hot 
•water,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
black  pepper.  This  irifuflon  ferves 
for  one  dofe,  and  is  repeated  three 
times  a  day.  It  is  efteemed  a  pow¬ 
erful  medicine  in  all  kinds  of  fevers, 
whether  continued  or  intermittent, 
i  have  not  made  any  trial  of  it  my^ 
feif ;  but  fhall  certainly  take  the 
firfl;  opportunity  of  doing  fa. 

The  whole  plant  has  a  ftrong 
aromatic  odour ;  but  both  the  fmell 
and  the  virtues  refide  principally 
in  the  hufky  roots,  which  in  chew¬ 
ing  have  a  bitter,  warm,  pungent 
take,  accompanied  with  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  that  kind  of  glow  in  the 
mouth,  which  cardamoms  occa- 
fion.” 

Befides  the  drawing,  a  dried  fpe- 
cimen  has  been  fent,  which  was  in 
fuch  good  prefervation  as"  to  enable 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  P.  R.  S.  to  afcer- 
tain  it,  by  'the  botanical  characters, 
to  be  a  fpecies  of  Andropogon,  dif¬ 
ferent  from  any  plant  that  has  ufu- 
ally  been  imported  under  the  name 
of  Nardus,  and  different  from  any 
of  that  genus  hitherto  defcribed  in 
botanical  fyiterrs. 

There  is  great  reafon,  however, 
to  think,  that  it  is  the  true  Nardus 
Indicri  of  the  ancients.  The  cir- 
cumftaiTce,  in  the  account  above 
recited,  of  its  being  difcovered  in 
an  unfrequented  country,  from  the 
odour  it  exhaled  by  being  trod  up- 
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on  by  the  elephants  and  horfes,  cor- 
refponds,  in  a  linking  manner,  with 
an  occurrence  related  by  Arrian, 
in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Expedition  of 
Alexander  the  Great  into  India.  It 
is  there  mentioned,  lib.  vi  cap. 
22.  that,  during  his  march  through 
the  defarts  of  Gadrofia,  the  air  was 
perfumed  by  the  Spikenard,  which 
was  trampled  under  foot  by  the 
army ;  and  that  the  Phoenicians, 
who  accompanied  the  expedition, 
colle&ed  large  quantities  of  it,  as 
well  as  of  myrrh,  in  order  to  carry 
them  to  their  own  country,  as  ar¬ 
ticles  of  merchandife, 

-  -  — r  •  -  -  -  —  1  -  ■  ■  “ 
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Account  of  fome  extraordinary  E feels 
of  Lightning .  By  William  Wi* 
thering,  M.D,  F.R.S.  From  the 
fame . 

PERMIT  me  to  requeR  the 
attention  of  the  Royal  Society, 
vvhilfl:  I  mention  a  few  faCts  relative 
to  a  thunder-cloud,  the  lightning 
from  which  fufed  a  quantity  01 
quartzofe.  matter, 

This  cloud  formed  In  the  foutb, 
in  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  3,  17891 
and  took  its  courfe  nearly  due 
north.  In  its  paflage  it  fet  fire  to. 
a  field  of  Handing  corn ;  but  the 
rain  prefently  extinguifhed  the  fire. 
Soon  afterwards  the  lightning  (truck 
an  oak  tree,  in  the  earl  01  Aylefi* 
ford’s  park  at  Packington. 

The  height  of  this  tree  is  39  feet, 
including  its  trunk,  which  is  1 3  feet. 
It  did  not  {trike  the  highelt  bough, 
but  that  which  projected  fartheffc 
fouthward.  A  man,  who  bad  taken 
Ihelter  againfl  the  north  fide  of  the 
tree,  was  {truck  dead  inftantane- 
oufly,  his  cloaths  fet  on  fire,  and 
the  mofs  ( lichen )  on  the  trunk  of 
the  tree,  where  the  back  of  his  head 
Fa  had 
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had  refted,  was  likewife  burnt.  Two 
men,  fpe&ators  of  the  accident,  ran 
'  immediately  towards  him  upon  fee¬ 
ing  him  fall ;  and  as  it  rained  hard, 
and  a  fmall  lake  had  colle&ed  ai¬ 
med:  clofe  to  the  fpot,  the  fire  was 
very  foon  extingnilhed ;  but  the 
ctFc&s  of  the  fire  on  one-half  of  his 
body,  and  on  his  cloaths,  were  fuch 
as  to  fhevv,  that  the  whole  burning 
was  inftantaneous,  not  progreffive. 

Part  of  the  ele&ric  matter  palled 
down  a  walking- Hick,  which  the 
■man  held  in  his  hand.  Hoping  from 
him ;  and  where  the  Hick  relied  on 
the  ground,  it  made  a  perforation 
about  2-|  inches  in  diameter,  and  5 
inches  deep.  This  hole  I  examin¬ 
ed  foon  afterwards,  and  found  no¬ 
thing  in  it  but  the  burnt  roots  of 
the  grafs.  All  obfervation  would 
probably  have  ended  here,  had  not 
lord  Aylesford  determined  to  erect 
a  monument  upon  the  fpot,  not 
merely  to  commemorate  the  event, 
but  with  an  infeription,  to  caution 
the  unwary  againft  the  danger  of 
fheltering  under  a  tree  during  a 
thunder  -  ftorm.  In  digging  the 
foundation  for  this  monument,  the 
earth  was  difturbed  at  the  perfora¬ 
tion  before  mentioned,  and  the  foil 
appeared  to  be  blackened  to  the 
depth  of  about  ten  inches.  At  this 
depth,  a  root  of  the  tree  prefented 
itfeif,  which  was  quite  black ;  but 
this  blacknefs  was  only  fuperficial, 
find  did  not  extend  far  along  it. 
About  two  inches  deeper,  the  melted 
quartzofe  matter  began  to -appear, 
and  continued  in  a  Hoping  dire&ion 
to  the  depth  of  1 8  inches. 

•  The  fpecimens  which  accompany 
this  paper,  and  for  which  I  am  in¬ 
debted  to  the  attention  of  lord 
Aylesford,  will  demonrtrate  the  in- 


tenfe  heat  which  muft  have  exifl&d 
to  bring  fuch  materials  into  fufion. 

N°  1.  A  quartz  pebble,  one  cor¬ 
ner  of  which  has  been  completely 
fufed. 

N°  2.  Sand,  unmixed  with  cal¬ 
careous  matter,  agglutinated  by  fhc 
heat.  Within  the  hollow  part  o i 
this  mafs,  the  fufion  has  been  lb 
perfect,  that  the  melted  quartzofe 
matter  has  run  down  the  hollow, 
and  aflumed  nearly  a  globular 
figure. 

N°  3.  Smaller  hollow  pieces,  and 
one  nearly  Hat,  but  all  the  flat  ones 
have  fome  hollow  part  *. 

Mr.  Watt  fuggefted'to  me,  that 
the  hollows  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  expanfion  of  moifture  whilfl:  the 
fufion  exified. 

I  fliall  conclude  with  obferving, 
that  judging  from  the  damage  done 
to  the  oak  tree,  the  firoke  was  net 
very  great ;  and  that  having  now 
an  inducement  to  dig  where  the 
earth  has  been  perforated  by  light- 
ning,  we  may  probably  hereafter 
find  fofiil  fubftances  melted  by  it  to 
a  confiderably  greater  extent. 


Account  of  a  Child  avith  a  double 
Head ;  hi  a  Letter  from  Everard 
Home,  Ef quire y  F.  R.  S.  to  [ohn 
Hunter,  Efquire ,  F.  R,  S.  From 
the  fame . 

TH  E  child  was  born  in  May, 
1783,  of  poor  parents;  the 
mother  was  thirty  years  old,  and 
named  Nooki ;  the  father  was  called 
Hannai,  a  farmer  at  Mandalgent 
near  Bardawan,  in  Bengal,  and  aged 
thirty-five. 

At  the  time  of  the  child's  birth, 
the  woman  who  a&ed  as  midwife. 


.Thefe  fpecimens  were  laid  before  tire  fqciely  when  the  paper  was  read. 

5  terrified 
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terrified  at  the  flrange  appearance 
of  the  double  head,  endeavoured  to 
deflroy  the  infant  by  throwing  it 
upon  the  fire,  where  it  day  a  fufii- 
cient  time  before  it  was  removed  to 
have  one  of  the  eyes  and  ears  confi- 
derably  burnt. 

The  body  ,of  the  child  was  natu¬ 
rally  formed,  but  the  head  appeared 
double,  there  being,  befides  the  pro¬ 
per  head  of  the  child,  another  of 
the  fame  fixe,  and  to  appearance 
almok  equally  perfed,  attached  to 
its  upper  part.  This  upper  head 
was  inverted,  fo  that  they  feemed 
to  be  two  feparate  heads  united  to¬ 
gether  by  a  firm  adhefion  between 
their  crowns,  but  without  any  in¬ 
dentation  at  their  union,  there  be¬ 
ing  a  fmooth  continued  furface  from 
the  one  to  the  other.  The  face  of 
the  upper  head  was  not  over  that 
of  the  lower,  but  had  an  oblique 
pofition,  the  center  of  it  being  im¬ 
mediately  above  the  right  eye. 

When  the  child  was  fix  months 
old,  both  of  the  heads  were  covered 
with  black  hair,  in  nearly  the  fame 
quantity.  At  this  period  the  fkulls 
feemed  to  have  been  completely 
ofiified,  except  a  fma.ll  fpace  between 
the  ofia  frontis  of  the  upper  one, 
like  a  fontinelle. 

Observations  on  the  fuperior  or 
inverted.  Head . 

No  pulfarian  could  be  felt  in  the 
fituation  of  the  temporal  arteries ; 
but  the  fuperficial  veins  were  very  , 
evident. 

The  neck  was  about  two  inches 
long,  and  the  upper  part  of  it  ter¬ 
minated  in  a  rounded  foft  tumor, 
like  a  fmall  peach. 

Oaie  of  the  eyes  had  been  confi- 
derably  hurt  by  the  fire,  but  the 
other  appeared  perfed,  having  its 
full  quantity  of  motion ;  but  the 
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eyelids  were  not  thrown  into  adion 
by  any  thing  fuddenly  approaching 
the  eye  ;  nor  was  the  iris  at  thofe 
times  in  the  leak  affeded ;  but, 
when  fuddenly  expofed  to  a  firong 
light,  it  contraded,  although  not  fb 
much  as  it  ufually  does.  The  eyes 
did  not  correfpond  in  their  motions 
with  thofe  of  the  lower  head  ;  but 
appeared  often  to  be  open  when  the 
child  was  afleep,  and  fhut  when  it 
was  awake. 

The  external  ears  were  veryrim- 
perfed,  being  only  loofe  folds  of 
fkin ;  and  one  of  them  mutilated  by 
having  been  burnt.  There  did  not 
appear  to  be  any  paffage  leading 
into  the  bone  which  contains  the 
organ  of  hearing. 

The  lower  jaw  was  rather  fmaller 
than  it  naturally  fhould  be,  but  was 
capable  of  motion.  The  tongue 
was  fmall,  flat,  and  adhered  firmly 
to  the  lower  jaw,  except  for  about 
half  an  inch  at  the  tip,  which  was 
loofe.  The  gums  in  both  jaws  had 
the  natural  appearance ;  but  no 
teeth  were  to  be  feen  either  in  this 
head  or  the  other. 

The  internal  furfaces  of  the  nofe 
and  mouth  were  lubricated  by  the 
natural  fecretions,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  mucus  and  faliva  being  . 
occafionally  difcharged  from  them. 

Th.e  mufcles  of  the  face  were  , 
evidently  pofiefied  of  powers  of 
adion,  and  the  whole  head  .had  a 
good  deal  of  fenfibility,  fince  vio¬ 
lence  to  the  fkin  produced  the  dis¬ 
tortion  exprelfive  of  crying,  and 
thru  fling  the  finger  into  the  mouth 
made  it  fhew  firong  marks  of  pain. 
When  the  mother’s  nipple  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  mouth,  the  lips  attempt- 
ed  to  fuck.  ..  .  . 

The  natural  head  had  nothings 
uncommon  in  its  appearance;  the 

f  3  eyes 
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eyes  were  attentive  to  ^£)jedts,  and 
its  mouth  fucked  the  breafl  vigo- 
roufly.  Its  body  was  emaciated. 

The  parents  of  the  child  were 
poor,  and  carried  it  about  the  ftreets 
pf  Calcutta  as  a  curioflty  to  be  feen 
for  money  $  and  to  prevent  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  populuce,  they 
kept  it  conftantly  covered  up,  which 
was  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  its 
being  emaciated  and  unhealthy. 

The  attention  of  the  curious  was 
naturally  attracted  by  fo  uncommon 
a  fpecies  of  deformity ;  and  Mr. 
Stark,  who  reflded  in  Bengal  during 
this  period,  paid  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  appearances  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  double  head,  and 
endeavoured  to  afeertain  the  mode 
In  which  the  two  ikulls  were  united, 
as  well  as  to  difeover  the  fympa- 
thies  which  exifted  between  the  two 
brain’s.  Upon  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  tin  ding  that  I  was  in  poflef- 
f  on  of  the  fkull,  and  propofed  draw¬ 
ing  up  an  account  of  the  child,  he 
very  ob’igingly  favoured  me  with 
the  following  particulars ;  and  has 
likewife  allowed  me  to  have  a 
iketch  taken  from  a  very  exadt 
painting,  made  under  his  own  in- 
fpedtion  from  the  child  while  alive, 
by  Mr.  Smith,  a  portrait-painter 
then  in  India, 

At  the  time  Mr.  Stark  faw  the 
child?  it  mud  have  been  nearly  two 
years  old,  as  it  was  fome  months 
before  its  death,  \yhich  I  have  every 
reafon  to  believe  happened.  ;n  the 
year  1785*  At  this  period  the  ap¬ 
pearances  differed  in  many  refpects 
from  thpfe  taken  notice  of  when 
pnly  fix  months  old, 

■The  burnt  ear  had  fo  much  re- 
coveied  itfelf  as  only  to  have  loft 
about  one  fourth  part  of  the  loofe 
pendulous  flap.  The  openings  lead¬ 
ing  from  the  external  ear  appeared 
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as  difiindt  as  in  thofe  cf  the  other 
head.  The  Ikin  furroundine  the 
injured  eye,  which  was  on  the  fame 
fide  with  the  mutilated  ear,  was  in  a 
flight  degree  affedted,  and  the  ex¬ 
ternal  canthus  much  contradled,  but 
the  eye  itfelf  was  perfedb 

The  eyelids  of  the  fuperior  head 
were  never  completely  fhut,  remain¬ 
ing  a  little  open,  even  when  the 
child  was  afleep,  and  the  eyeballs 
moved  at  random.  When  the  child 
was  roufed,  the  eyes  of  both  heads 
moved  at  the  fame  time  ;  but  thofe 
of  the  fuperior  head  did  not  appear 
to  be  diredted  to  the  fame  objedl, 
but  wandered  in  different  direc¬ 
tions.  The  tears  flowed  from  the 
eyes  of  the  fuperior  head  almofl 
conflantly,  but  never  from  the  eyes 
of  the  other,  except  when  crying. 

The  termination  of  the  upper 
neck  was  very  irregular,  a  good 
deal  refembling  the  cicatrix  of  an 
old  fore. 

The  fuperior  head  feemed  to  fym- 
pathife  with  the;  child  in  molt  of 
its  natural  adlions.  When  the  child 
pried,  the  features  of  this  head  were 
affedted  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and 
the  tears  flowed  plentifully.  When 
it.  fucked  the  mother,  fatisfadtion 
was  ex  prefled  by  the  mouth  of  the 
fuperior  head,  and  the  faliva  flowed 
more  copioufly  than  at  any  other 
time ;  for  it  always  flowed  a  little 
from  it.  When  the  child  fmiled, 
the  features  of  the  fuperior  head 
fympathifed  in  that  adtioi?,  When 
the  fkin  of  the  fuperior  head  was 
pinched,  the  child  feemed  to  feel 
little  or  no-  pain,  at  leak  not  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  > was  felt  from  a 
fimilar  violence  being  committed  on 
its  own  head  or  body. 

When  the  child  was  about  two 
years  old,  and  in  perfedt  health,  the 
mother  vyent  out  to  fetch  fome  wa¬ 
ter  | 


'  N  A  T  U  R  A  L 

er ;  and,  upon  her  return,  found  it 
dead,  from  the  bite  of  a  Cobra  de 
•  capelo. 


Account  of  a  Gentleman  living  at 
Milan,  in  the  Year  17S6,  who  had 
the  faculty  of  chewing  the  cud. 
From  Mrs ,  Piozzi’r  Journey  thro* 
Italy,  vol.  ii. 

BUT  a  natural  curiofity  feen  at 
Milan,  this  16th  day  of  Augull 
1786,  leads  my  mind  into  another 
channel.  I  went  to  wait  upon  and 
thank  the  'lady,  or  the  relations  of 
the  lady,  who  lent  us  her  houfe  at 
Varefe,  and  make  our  proper  ac¬ 
knowledgments  ;  and  at  that  vilit 
faw  fomething  very  uncommon  fure- 
ly  :  though  I  remember  dodlor 
Johnfon  once  faid,  that  nobody  had 
ever'  feen  a  very  llrange  thing  ;  and 
challenged  the  company  (about  fe- 
venteen  people,  myfelf  among 
them)  to  produce  a  llrange  thing ; 
— blit  I  had  not  then  feen  Avvccato 

B - ,  a  lawyer  here  at  Milan,  and 

a  man  refpeCled  in  his  profellion, 
who  aflually  chews  the  cud  like  an 
ox;  which  he  did  at  my  requeft, 
and  in  my  prefence:  he  is  apparent¬ 
ly  much  like  another  tall  {lout  man, 
but  has  many  extraordinary  pro¬ 
perties,  being  eminent  for  ftrength, 
and  poflefling  a  fet  of  ribs  and 
{lernum  very  l'urprifing,  and  worthy 
the  attention  of  anatomifts  :  his 
body,  upon  the  flighteft  touch,  even 
through  all  his  clothes,  throws  out 
eledtric  fparks ;  he  can  rejedl  his 
meals  from  his  Itomach  at  pleafure, 
and  did  abfolutely  in  the  courfe  of 
two  hours,  the  only  two  I  ever 
pafled  in  his  company,  go  through, 
to  oblige  me,  the  whole  operation 
of  eating,  mafticating,  (wallowing. 
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and  returning  by  the  mouth,  a  large 
piece  of  bread  and  a  peach.  With 
all  this  convidlion,  nothing  more 
was  wanting;  but  I  obtained  befide, 
the  confirmation  of  common  friends, 
who  were  willing  likewife  to  bear 
teilimony  of  this  llrange  accidental 
variety.  What  I  hear  of  his  cha¬ 
racter  is,  that  he  is  a  low-fpirited, 
nervous  man ;  and  I  fuppofe  his 
ruminating  moments  are  fpent  in  la¬ 
menting  the  fingulariti.es  of  his 
frame. 


Experiments  o?i  the  expanfive  Force  of 
freezing  Water ,  made  by  Major 
Edward  Williams,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery ,  at  Quebec,  in  Canada, 
in  the  Years  1784  and  1785*  Com¬ 
municated  in  a  Letter  from  Charles 
Hutton,  LL.  D.F.R.  SS.  Lhnd, 

IY  Edin.  From  the  Tranfafiions 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
vol.  ii. 

SIR, 

TH  E  following  is  an  extradl 
of  a  letter  to  me  from  major 
Edward  Williams,  of  the  royal  ar¬ 
tillery,  a  iearned  man,  and  of  great 
profeffional  merit.  Being  at  Quebec 
in  fome  very  cold  winters,  among 
various  other  ingenious  experiments, 
it  occurred  to  him  to  try  the  force 
of  congelation  in  fome  of  the  iron 
bomb-fhells,  which  are  ufually  fired 
out  of  mortars  in  the  practice  of 
artillery;  by  filling  the  cavity  of 
the  {hell  with  water,  and  then,  hav- 
ing  plugged  up  the  fuze-hole,  ex- 
pofing  it  to  the  cold  to  freeze  the 
water,  in  order  to  find  whether  the 
expanfion  of  the  ice  would  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  burfling  the  (hell. 

The  dimenfions  of  the  13  inch 
fhell  are  as  follow ; 

F  4  0uter 
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Inches. 

Outer  diameter  of  the  fhell  12.8 
Inner,  or  diameter  of  the 


cavity  -  -  -  9.1 

Thicknefs  of  metal  at  the 
fuze-hole  -  -  -  1.5 

Ditto  at  the  bottom  or  op- 
pofite  part  -  -  -  2*2 

Diameter  of  the  fuze-hole  1.7 


And  the  aimenfions  are  fimilar  in 
the  other  fhells.  The  fuze-hole  is 
conical,  the  oppoiite  fides  of  which, 
when  produced,  meet  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  diameter,  which  paffes 
through  the  middle  of  the  hole. 

He  found,  that  the  iron  plug  could 
hardly  ever  be  driven  fo  firmly  into 
the  fuze-hole  as  to  refill:  the  force 
<?f  the  expanfion  of  the  ice,  which 


pulhed  it  out  with  great  velocity, 
and  a  bolt  or  cylinder  of  ice,  of  a 
confiderable  length,  immediately 
Ihot  up  from  the  hole.  But  when 
the  plug  was  fixed  in  with  fprings, 
which  laid  hold  of  the  in  fide  of  the 
cavity,  fo  that  the  plug  could  not 
poffibly  be  pulhed  out,  the  force  of 
expanfion  then  fplit  the  Ihell,  and  a 
fin  or  plate  of  ice  Ihot  out  quite 
around. 

Ext  raft from  Maj  or  W  illiam  s  V  Letter . 

Thefe  experiments  were  made  on 
iron-lhells,  from  the  13  inch  fhell 
to  the  coehorn,  of  4.4  inches  dia¬ 
meter,  by  filling  the  fhell  nearly 
with  water,  and  driving  in  an  iron 
plug  with  a  iledge  hammer. 


< 

Time, 

1784. 

Therm. 

Elev.  of  the 
Fuze. 

Weight  of 
Plug.  oz. 

t  * 

Diftance. 

% 

Dec.  21. 

—  IO 

90 

35 

Unknown. 

22, 

~  3 

90 

37-25 

22  feet. 

23- 

—  16 

90 

34-5 

Unknown.  . 

24. 

—  6 

80 

39-25 

62 

31* 

1785- 

—  18 

-  45 

39-25 

387 

Jan.  2. 

—  19 

45 

41-75 

415  -  .  ■ 

4. 

*  —  12 

45 

42 

Bur  ft. 

1 

—  4 

45 

4°-5 

325 

- - - i - , 

REMARKS. 

Dec.  21. — The  fuze-axis  of  the 
ihell  lay  nearly  perpendicular  to  the 
horizon.  On  examining  the  effedl, 
about  9  o’clock  the  following  day,  I 
obferved  the  plug  gone,  and  a  cy¬ 
linder  of  ice,  of  4!  inches  high, 
rifing  perpendicularly  from  the  fuze- 
hole,  and  of  equal  diameter.  I 
fearched  carefully  for  the  plug,  but 


could  not  find  it,  as  there  was  about 
3J  feet  of  fnow  on  the  ground. 

Dec.  22. — I  watched  this  Ihell 
about  an  hour,  when,  being  called 
out  on  bufinefs,  I  found,  on  my  re¬ 
turn,  three  hours  after,  the  plug 
gone,  and  the  icy  cylinder  z\  inches 
high.  Plug  loft. 

23. — I  had  a  plug  made,  and 
jagged  or  notched  along  the  fides, . 
to  prevent  its  being  forced  out  fp 

eafily 
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eafily ;  and  watched  this  lhell  for 
upwards  of  three  hours,  going  into 
the  houfe  at  intervals  to  warm  my- 
felf.  The  laft  time  I  went  in  was 
about  half  an  hour  after  twelve, 
when,  after  a  few  minutes,  I  heard 
a  fort  of  hilling  found,  upon  which 
running  out,  the  plug  was  gone, 
and  a  cylinder  of  ice  fhot  up,  ex¬ 
ceeding  any  of  the  former,  being 
6\  inches  high.  Plug  loll. 

Dec.  24. — A  iimilar  plug  to  the 
laft.  I  watched  this  with  more 
fuccefs ;  for  although  abfent  at  in¬ 
tervals  ;  yet  at  half  pall  four  in 
the  afternoon  (therm,  at  6°)  I  faw 
the  plug  fuddenly  forced  out  by  the 
column  of  ice,  accompanied  by  the 
hiding  noife  ;  and  observing  its  fall, 
I  found  it  at  62  feet  from  the  lhell. 
The  icy  cylinder  was  4  inches 
high,  and  the  fuze-axis  of  the  fliell 
I  found  lay  nearly  at  an  angle  of 
$0°  with  the  horizon. 

3 1.— Concluding  from  the  fore¬ 
going  experiments,  that  no  plug 
could  be  fo  flxed,  as  to  render  the 
reliftance  at  the  fuze-hole  greater 
than  at  the  weakeft  part  of  the  fliell, 
in  which  cafe  I  fuppoled  it  would 
burft  (which  was  the  primary  ob¬ 
ject  in  thefe  experiments)  I  thought 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  obferve 
how  far  the  force  of  congelation 
would  projeCt  a  plug  of  a  given 
weight  and  figure,  and  forced  in 
with  the  fame  number  of  ftrokes 
of  the  fledge-hammer.  For  this 
purpofe,  I  placed  the  fuze-axis  of 
the  fliell  at  an  angle  of  450  with 
the  horizon,  and  on  the  31ft  of 
December  1784,  being  the  coldeft 
day  of  this  year,  the  plug  was  pro¬ 
jected  whilfl:  l  was  abfent,  a  cylin¬ 
der  was  fhot  out,  in  the  direction  of 
the  axis,  of  y\  inches,  and  not  in¬ 
clining  in  the  leaft  from  that  direction 
to  the  horizon.  The  plug  w'as  loit. 
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Jan.  2,  1785. — Being  colder  than 
3  lit  December,  in  order  to  halten 
the  effeCt,  I  put  a  mixture  of  com¬ 
mon  fait  and  fal  ammoniac  to  the 
water,  and  tied  a  long  pack-thread, 
with  a  piece  of  red  rag  at  its  end, 
to  the  fuze,  in  order  to  find  where 
it  fell  in  the  fnow.  This  plug 
made  its  efcape,  like  the  reft;  for 
at  half  pad  fix  it  was  flown,  and  a 
cylinder  of  8-  inches  of  ice  Hand¬ 
ing  over  the  fuze-hole.  The  plug 
was  loft ;  for  the  red  rag  appeared 
no  where  on  the  furface  of  the 
fnow. 

4. — Tried  a  plug  made  with 
fprings,  in  the  manner  of  a  fearcher, 
only  very  fhort  and  flrong.  Added 
the  freezing  mixture.  The  lhell 
gave  a  fudden  crack  at  a  quarter 
after  nine,  and  inflantly  fhot  from 
its  furface  two  thin  plates  of  ice, 
refembling  fins,  about  2  inches  in 
the  highefl  parts.  On  examining 
the  lhell  I  found  it  burfi,  and  the 
plug  forced  up  about  half  an  inch ; 
and,  on  breaking  the  lhell,  the 
fprings  were  conliderably  bent,  fo 
as  not  to  have  recovered  their  flrfl 
fituation. 

9. — Repeated  thelafl  experiment, 
with  a  fimilar  plug  and  the  freezing 
mixture.  It  was  thrown  out,  as 
before,  and  the  projecting  icy  cy¬ 
linder  was  34  inches  high. 

Similar  experiments  were  after¬ 
wards  made  with  all  the  lefler  fliell 5 ; 
yet,  though  one  or  more  of  each 
fort  were  actually  burft,  more  plugs 
W'ere  projected  than  produced  that 
effeCt.  As  foon  as  the  fnow  began 
to  difappear  from  the  furface,  I 
fearched  carefully  for  the  plugs,  and 
found  fix  of  them  ;  which,  being  all 
marked  with  notches  after  the  iirft 
experiment,  I  eafily  formed  from 
them  the  foregoing  table. 

Such  was.  the  refult  of  thefe  ex¬ 
periment^ 
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periments,  from  which  I  leave  it 
to  you  to  draw  conclufions.  I  in¬ 
tend  to  purfue  them  again  this  win¬ 
ter  ;  and,  if  you  can  fuggeft  any 
•ideas  on  the  fubjeft,  that  can  reach 
Canada  before  March  1786,  I  fhall 
be  glad  to  avail  myfelf  of  them. 

Ed.  Willi ams,. 

Remarks  on  the  preceding  Extract, 
by  Cha.  Hutton,  LL.  D. 

From  thefe  ingenious  experi¬ 
ments,  we  may  draw  feveral  con¬ 
clufions.  As, 

Firft,  We  hence  obferve  the  a- 
mazing  force  of  the  expanfion  of 
the  ice,  or  the  water,  in  the  adt  of 
freezing  ;  which  is  fufficient  to 
overcome  perhaps  any  refiftance 
whatever;  and  the  confequence 
feems  to  be,  either  that  the  water 
.  will  freeze,  and,  by  expanding, 
burft  the  containing  body,  be  it 
ever  fo  thick  and  ftrong  ;  or  elfe, 
if  the  refiftance  of  the  containing 
body  exceed  the  expanfive  force  of 
the  ice,  or  of  water  in  the  a&  of 
freezing,  then,  by  preventing  the 
expanfion,  it  will  prevent  the  freez¬ 
ing,  and  the  water  will  remain  fluid, 
whatever  the  degree  of  cold  may 
be. 

The  amazing  force  of  congela¬ 
tion  is  alfo  obvious  from  the  dif- 
tance  to  which  the  iron  plugs  were 
projedled.  For,  if  we  coniider  the 
very  fmail  time  that  the  force  of 
expanfion  adts  on  the  plug  in  pu fil¬ 
ing  it  out,  and  that  the  plug,  of 
2j-lb.  weight,  was  projected  with 
a  velocity  of  more  than  20  feet  in 
a  fecond  of  time,  and  thrown  to  the 
diftance  of  415  feet  by  this  force; 
fo  adding,  the  intenfity  of  the  force 
will  appear  to  be  truly  aftonifh- 
in’g.  -  ,< 

2dly,  We  may  hence  form  an 
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eftimate  of  the  quantity  which  'the 
water  expands  by  freezing.  For 
the  longeft  cylinder  of  ice  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  8f'  inches  without  the 
hole;  to  this  add  if,  the  thicknefs 
of  the  metal,  or  length  of  the  hole, 
and  the  fum,  or  10  inches,  is  the 
whole  length  of  the  cylinder  of  ice, 
the  diameter  of  which  is  1 inches ; 
and  hence  its  folid  content  is 
i.y^Xio  X.7854  cubic  inches. 

But  the  diameter  of  the  fpherical 
cavity,  filled  with  water,  is  9^ 
inches;  and  therefore  9.i3Xf-X. 
7854  is  the  content  of  the  water  in 
cubic  inches. 

Hence  then  the  content  of  the 
water  is  to  the  increafe  by  expan¬ 
fion,  as  |  of  9. 1 3  to  10  times  1.72, 
or  as  502.4  to  28.9,  or  as  174  to 
I  o.  So  that  the  water,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  expanded  in  freezing,  by  a 
quantity  which  is  between  the  17th 
and  1 8th  part  of  itfelf. 

C.  H. 


Cafe  of  a  Patient  nvho  difcharged  the 
Pupa  of  the  Mufca  Cibaria.  By 
W.  White,  M.D.  and  F.  R.  S. 
With  Obfernjaticns  by  J.  Church, 
A.  M.  From  Memoirs  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Society  of  London,  vol.  ii. 

W  A  T  S  O  N,  aged  about  30 

#  years,  by  trade  a  watchmaker, 

lober  and  temperate,  but  indulging 

a  fedentary  life,  having  been  fome 

time  ill,  came  over  here  to  puthim- 

felf  under  mv  care.  I  found  him 
* 

much  emaciated,  his  complexion 
very  yellow,  he  had  violent  pains 
with  forenefs  -and  tenfion  about  the 
region  of  the  liver,  his  body  very 
coftive,  ftools  clayey  and  tenacious, 
urine  in  fmail  quantity  and  high- 
coloured,  pulle  quick  and  tenfe,  he 
had  frequent  rigors,  and  other 

fymptoms 
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Symptoms  of  pyrexia.  But  what 
diftreded  him  the  moft,  was  a  con- 
ilant  and  extreme  coldnefs  in  the 
lower  extremities,  which  neither  a 
lire  nor  the  warmed  covering  had 
power  to  relieve  for  any  time  toge¬ 
ther. 

It  is  unneceffary  to  give  a  par¬ 
ticular  detail  of  the  means  ufed  for 
his  recovery ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that 
by  repeated  bleedings  (his  blood 
being  very  fizy)  cooling  purgatives, 
nitrous  medicines,  and  bliders  over 
the  hepatic  region,  in  abqut  a  fort¬ 
night  he  was  much  recovered,  and 
finding  every  complaint,  except  the 
coldnefs  in  his  legs  and  feet,  nearly 
gone,  he  went  home  about  fifteen 
miles  from  this  city.  My  pre- 
fcriptions  now  were  powders  of  the 
columbo  root,  with  a  folution  of  Jdl 
diuretic us}  and  once  a  week  a  calo¬ 
mel  bolus  at  night,  with  an  opening 
draught  next  morning. 

In  about  a  month  I  had  a  letter 
from  his  apothecary,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extrad : 

<f  Mr.  Watfon  has  continued  his 
powders  regularly  till  within  this 
week,  when  he  reduced  the  num¬ 
ber.  He  finds  his  appetite  encreafe 
even  to  be  deemed  voracious,  yet 
is  careful  not  to  overload  his  do- 
mach.  Notwithfianding  after  each 
meal  he  complains  of  pain  about 
the  bread,  with  a  fenfe  of  fulnefs. 
In  general  he  is  regular  for  fools, 
but  lad  night,  being  more  than 
ufually  codive,  he  took  the  purga¬ 
tive,  with  which  he  had  two  dools 
in  the  morning,  and  difcharged  an 
immenfe  number  of  worms,  two  or 
three  of  which  at  his  delire  I  fend 
herewith,  they  were  all  very  lively. 
His  pulfe  is  good,  and  he  thinks 
himfelf  in  every  refped  vadly  bet¬ 
ter  ;  his  legs  have  begun  to  gain 
fdieir  natural  warmth,  yet  he  con- 
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tlnues  the  additional  covering  and 
fridions.  I  hope  the  worms  will 
reach  you  alive.” 

Thus  far  his  apothecary.  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  worms,  which  were  evi¬ 
dently  a  fpecies  of  maggot,  in  a 
very  lively  date ;  putting  them  out 
of  the  pill  box,  they  crept  about 
with  furprifing  quicknefs,  not  with 
the  wriggling  motion  of  the  com¬ 
mon  maggot,  but  very  nimbly  upon 
their  numerous  feet,  in  which  they 
feem  to  differ  from  the  common 
ones,  which  I  think  have  no  feet. 

Being  replaced  into  the  box,  they 
were  depodted  in  a  deflc,  when, 
after  fome  weeks,  examining  them 
again,  I  found  them  metamorphofed 
from  a  worm  date  into  beautiful 
infeds  of  the  dy  kind,  but  thefe 
were  dead  from  want  of  nourilhment 
and  air.  The  chryfales  being  now 
become  dry  and  empty  hulks. 

The  following  Remarks,  with  a  Draw¬ 
ing  of  the  Infect,  were  communi¬ 
cated  by  Mr.  Church,  One  of  the 
Council  of  the  Medical  Society . 

The  infed  mentioned  in  Dr. 
White’s  paper,  is  the  Mufca  Ciba- 
ria  of  Linnzeus.  The  larva  of  it  is 
found  in  old  culinary  fubdances, 
efpecially  in  old  rotten  cheefe,  and 
it  feems  highly  probable  that  the 
patient  had  fwallovved  fome  of  them 
wit!i  his  food,  which  paded  unhurt 
through  the  domach,  into  the  liver, 
after  having  entered  by  the  biliary 
duds.  This  I  am  the  more  readily 
induced  to  believe  was  the  cafe 
from  a  circumdance  which  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  in  pradice  fome  years 
ago  :  a  child  difcharged  per  an um, 
a  live  worm  with  feet,  which  proved 
to  be  the  larva  of  the  Phryganea 
grandis ,  or  cadworm,  ufed  as  a  bait 
by  anglers ,  now  as  this  is  an  aquatic 

infed. 
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infeft,and  feeds  underwater  on  other 
aquatic  infecls,  it  is  almod  certain  it 
mult  have  been  {wallowed  with  fome 
water,  and  palled  unhurt  through 
the  intedinal  tube  till  it  was  dii- 
charged. 

That  the  action  of  the  domach 
will  not  always  kill  infects,  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  circumftance  of  the 
Afcaris  Lumbricoides  living  in  it  un¬ 
hurt.  The  phalcena  pinguinalis  alfo 
not  only  lives  but  is  nouriflied,  and 
undergoes  feveral  metamorphofes  in 
the  domach,  till  at  length  it  pro¬ 
duces  its  moth.  The  worms  dis¬ 
charged  by  Dr.  White’s  patient, 
appear  to  have  been  in  the  chryfa- 
lis  Hate,  and  though  the  circum- 
dance  of  their  having  feet  and  mov¬ 
ing  them  is  rather  fmgular,  as  the 
pupa  of  mod  mufea, ?  are  entirely 
motionlefs,  yet  as  we  know  that  the 
pupa;  of  fome  other  infe&s  as  grylli, 
blattae,  &c.  have  the  fame  power, 
it  is  pofiible  that  fome  mufea;  poke fs 
it  alfo. 

P.S.  The  fuppofition  that  thefe 
infers  were  nouriflied  in  the  liver, 
and  produced  the  diieafe  under 
which  the  patient  laboured,  feems 
to  be  much  ftrengthened  by  a  cafe 
related  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  vol.  i.  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Medical  Obervations  and  In¬ 
quiries,  where  he  deferibes  a  kind 

*  Quafi  dicas :  acre,  fuave,  ac  dulce 
tiftimum  habetur  cinnamomum. 


of  leech  of  an  uncommon  iize  which 
had  long  had  its  relidence  in  the 
liver  of  a  patient,  and  was  at  length 
difeharged  per  anum. 

A  fimilar  cafe  is  likewife  related 
by  Mr.  Paifley,  in  vol.  ii.  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  Edays. 


Dr .  Dancer’s  Account  of  the  Cinna¬ 
mon  ’Trees  growing  in  the  If  and  of 
Jamaica.  From  FranfaCiions  of 
the  Society  of  Arts ,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce ,  vol.  viii. 

- 

TH  E  cinnamon-trees  of  this 
illand  have  been  raifed  from 
a  few  plants  taken  along  with  a 
large  collodion  of  other  oriental 
exotics  in  a  French  fhip,  bound 
from  the  Ifle  of  France  to  Hifpa- 
niola,  and  prefented  to  the  botanic 
garden  by  lord  Rodney,  when  he 
came  down  here,  after  his  glorious 
viftory  of  the  12  th  of  April,  1782. 

Upon  comparing  the  parts  of  the 
tree  with  the  defeription  and  figure 
gi  ven  by  Burman  and 'other  bota- 
nids,  it  appears  to  be  the  real  Ceylon 
cinnamon,  and  of  the  bed  kind, 
called  by  the  natives  *  Rade  Co- 
ronde  :  but  the  fpecimens  of  bark 
taken  put  it  out  of  all  doubt,  being, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  bed  judges,  of 

cinnamomum,  quod  verum  et  praeftaru 

Burmanni  Fhefaurus , 


Alter®  fpecies  funt, 


2.  Cahette  Coronde,  five  amarum. 

3.  Cappare  Coronde,  quia  caphur® 
faporem  odoremque  potentilhmum  red* 
dit. 

4.  Welle  Coronde,  five  arenofum. 


5.  Sewel  Coronde,  vel  mucilaginoT 
fum. 

6-  Nicke  Coronde. 

7.  Dawel  Coronde,  five  tympani. 

8.  Catte  Coronde,  feu  fpinofunx^ 

9.  Mace  Coronde,  five  floridum. 

diverfitates  in  Zeylona 


Pi  aeter  memoratas  jam  fpecies,  ali®  etiam  cinnamomi 
obfervantur. 
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an  equal,  if  not  fuperior  quality  to 
any  imported  from  India. 

The  various  and  important  ufes 
to  which  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
plant  are  applied,  make  it  an  inva¬ 
luable  acquifition  to  the  Weil  India 
colonics ;  and  there  can  be  no  im¬ 
pediment,  except  an  impolitic  pro¬ 
hibition,  to  its  becoming  an  article 
of  general  cultivation,  and  of  the 
jnoft  lucrative  commerce. 

None  of  the  botanical  writers 
whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  confulling,  fay  much  or  the  cul¬ 
tivation  or  propagation  of  the  cin¬ 
namon;  and  we  have  hardly  had 
time  to  make  fufficient  obfervations 
on  the  fubjefl  of  cither ;  but,  for 
the  information  of  the  public,  to 
whom  it  is  a  matter  of  fome  import¬ 
ance,  I  fhall  venture  the  few  re¬ 
marks  which  my  own  fhort  expe¬ 
rience  enables  me  to  offer. 

The  cinnamon  plant,  though  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  account  of  travel¬ 
lers)  it  grows  to  the  height  of 
twenty  or  thirty  feet,  is,  properly 
fpeaking,  an  arborefcent  one,  and 
not  a  tree  of.  the  common  kind  :  it 
puts  out  numerous  fide-branches, 
with  a  denfe  foliage  from  the  very 
bottom  of  the  trunk  ;  which  fur- 
nifhes  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
a  plenty  of  layers,  and  facilitates 
the  propagation  of  the  tree,  as  it 
does  not  perfect  its  feeds  in  any 
quantity  under  fix  or  feven  years ; 
when  it  becomes  fo  plentifully  load¬ 
ed,  that  a  fingle  tree  is  fufficient  al- 
moft  for  a  colony. 

The  cinnamon  feems  to  delight 
in  a  loofe,  moift  foil,  and  to  require 
a  fouthern  afpefl ;  the  trees,,  thus 
planted,  flouri  firing  better  than 
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others  growing  in  loam,  and  not  fo 
well  expofed  to  the  fun. 

When  healthy,  it  is  (from  lay¬ 
ers)  of  a  pretty  quick  growth, 
reaching  in  eight  years  the  heighth 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  is  very 
fpreading,  and  furnilhed  with  nu¬ 
merous  branches,  of  a  fit  fize  for 
decortication.  The  feeds,  however, 
are  a  long  time  in  coming  up,  and 
the  plants  make  fmall  progrefs  for 
the  firfl  year  or  two 

The  bed  cinnamon  bark,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  different  trials  I  have 
made,  is  taken  from  the  fmali 
branches,  of  about  an  inch  diame¬ 
ter,  the  larger  limbs  not  being  fo 
eafily  decorticated,  and  not  yielding 
fo  good,  or  fo  flrong  a  cinnamon. 
The  fmaller  twigs,  or  thofe  that 
have  not  acquired  a  cineritious 
bark,  are  too  full  of  fap  and  muci¬ 
lage,  and  have  little  aroma. 

It  is  the  liber*  or  inner  bark,  that 
conllitutes  the  cinnamon,  from  which 
the  two  external  barks  muff  be  care¬ 
fully  and  entirely  feparated,  or  they 
vitiate  the  flavour  of  the  cinnamon. 
To  do  this  with  dexterity,  and  to 
raife  the  bark  from  the  wood,  re¬ 
quires  fome  practice  ;  but  there  may 
perhaps  be  an  eafier  method  than 
that  which  I  have  made  ufe  of ; 
which  was  that  of  a  common  prun- 
ing-knife.  The  bark  being  thus 
feparated,  the  fmaller  pieces  arfi  to 
be  placed  within  the  larger;  which, 
by  expofure  to  the  fun  or  the  air, 
prefently  coil  up,  and  require  no 
further  preparation. 

A  dry  feafbn,  I  apprehend,  is  the 
proper  one  for  taking  the  bark  f ; 
as  I  have  found  the  cinnamon  not 
jo  flrong  after  long  or  heavy  rains, 


*  The  Birds  appear  to  be  very  fond  of  the  berries,  and  will,  probably,  propa¬ 
gate  this  tree  in  the  lame  way  they  do  many  others  every  where  over  the  illand  ;  fl> 
that  m  a  fiiort  time  it  will  grow  fpontaneoufly,  or  without  cultivation, 
f  Th .  month  of  May  is  the  time  lot  taking  it  in  Ceylon,  * 

Cinnamon 
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Cinnamon  feems  to  be  much  more 

retentive  of  its  virtues  than  any  of 
the  other  fpices;  but  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  proper  to  protedl  it,  when 
taken,  as  much  as  poffible,  from  the 
air  and  moiftur^  by  clofe  packing 
in  cedar  chefts. 

Having  thus  communicated  all 
that  I  am  able  from  my  own  obfer- 
vations,  refpe&ing  the  culture  and 
preparation  of  the  cinnamon,  I  (hall 
add  what  I  know  with  refpeft  to  the 
ules  of  its  feveral  parts. 

The  leaves,  whether  recent  or 
dried,  are  fo  flxongly  impregnated 
with  an  aroma,  fimilar  to  the  cin¬ 
namon,  that  they  are  on  all  occa- 
iions  a  good  fuccedaneum  for  the 
bark,  both  in  cookery  and  medi¬ 
cine.  Diililled,  they  give  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Ample  and  fpirituous  water, 
and  an  efiential  oil,  of  the  nature  of 
oil  of  cloves.  Powdered,  they  are 
a  good  aromatic  fpccies,  or  mare- 
fchal  perfume. 

Every  part  of  the  tree,  according 
to  writers  of  the  bell  authority, 
affords  fome  ufeful  product.  To 
them  I  mult  refer,  till  I  have  had 
opportunity  for  experiment. 


On  the  V egetatian  of  old  Grain.  From 
Franfadiions  of  the  Bath  Society , 
vol.  v. 

Gentlemen, 

S  the  afcertaining  of  ufeful 
faffs  in  agriculture  is  the  prc- 
feffed  deflgn  of  the  fociety,  any 
thing  that  may  tend  to  (hew  how 
long  feed  may  retain  its  vegetative 
quality,  cannot  be  unworthy  your 
attention. 

In  the  year  1754,  my  brother,  a 
member  of  tho  Bath  Society,  was 
at  Strafburgh,  and  feeing  fome  In¬ 
dian  corn  growing,  he  gathered  an 
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ear  or  cone,  and  preferved  it  with 
the  flag  on  it.  It  had  lain  by  un¬ 
regarded  till  laft  year  \  when  meet¬ 
ing  with  it,  and  the  date,  placd,  and 
time  of  growth  being  on  it,  1  was 
induced  to  try  if  it  would  grow. 
The  28th  of  February,  1788,  I 
took  fix  grains,  foaked  them  in 
water  twenty-four  hours,  put  them 
in  earth  in  pots,  and  then  in  a  hot- 
houfe.  In  about  twenty  days  they 
began  to  appear,  and  four  out  of  fix 
grew  to  about  three  feet  high  ;  two 
produced  the  ear  completely  form¬ 
ed,  a  cone  of  which  I  fend.  The 
pots  were  taken  out  of  the  houfe 
the  latter  end  of  June,  and  the  ears 
gathered  the  beginning  of  Oflober. 
Six  other  grains  were  planted  in  the 
garden  without  foaking,  but  did 
not  produce  even  figns  of  vegeta¬ 
tion. 

From  this  experiment  is  ascer¬ 
tained  a  fad  that  feed  kept  dry 
hath  vegetated  at  the  diftance  of 
thirty-four  years  from  the  time  of 
its  being  gathered. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  & c. 

Clapham,  SAMUEL  SMITH, 

Dec.  2.7,  1789. 


Defcription  of  the  Kanguroo.  From 
Philip  b  Voyage  to  Botany  Bay. 

‘  Ciafs  I.  MAMMALIA. 

Order  III.  Ferae. 

Genus  XVII.  Didelphis. — Lin ,  Syjft 
Nat.  p.  7  r .  N°  1 7. 

Genus  XXII.  Opoflum. — Penn.Hif , 
hfuadr.  p.  301. 

KANGUROO. 
Synonym  a. 

Jerboa  Gjgantea,  Zifnmerm.  ZooLGeogr.  52 6t 
Kanguroo,  Cook's  Voy.  iii.  p.  577.  pi.  20. 
Kanguru,  Hifi.  dfadr.  p.  306.  pi.  35. 

THIS 
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THIS  lingular  quadruped  at 
fird  fight,  on  account  of  the 
extreme  difproportionate  Ihortnefs 
of  the  fore  legs,  feems  to  belong  to 
the  Jerboa  genus,  but  a  further  in- 
fpedlion  will  immediately  prove, 
that  it  is  related  to  that  of  the  OpoJJum. 
The  length  of  thefpecimens  brought 
over  to  England  hitherto  has  varied 
much ;  the  longelt  eight  feet  five 
inches  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe  to 
the  end  of  the  tail ;  and  fome  have 
been  found  to  weigh  as  far  as  150 
pounds,  though  it  is  generally  be¬ 
lieved,  that  this  is  by  no  means  the 
larged  dze  they  will  arrive  at.  The 
greated  circumference  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  is  round  the  bottom  of  the 
belly  and  hips ;  being  very  fmall 
about  the  head  and  neck,  and  en- 
creadng  gradually  downwards  ;  the 
fore  legs  of  the  larged  yet  feen 
were  nineteen  inches  in  length  ;  the 
hinder  ones  three  feet  feven  inches ; 
the  tail  two  feet  three  quarters, 
pretty  thick  at  the  rump,  and  run¬ 
ning  tapering  to  the  end.  The  ears 
are  pretty  large,  and  for  the  mod 
part  dand  ereft,  the  make  of  the 
head  not  inelegant,  fomewhat  re- 
fembling  that  of  a  fawn.  In  the 
upper  jaw  are  fix  cutting  teeth  and 
four  grinders,  with  a  vacant  fpace 
between,  as  there  are  no  canine 
teeth.  In  the  under  jaw  are  two 
cutting  teeth,  which  are  very  long, 
greatly  refembling  thofe  or  a  fquir- 
rel,  with  four  grinders,  to  anfwer 
thofe  above.  The  fore  legs  are 
furnilhed  with  five  toes,  and  as 
many  claws,  but  their  diortnefs  pre¬ 
vents  their  being  applied  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  walking ;  and  the  ufe  the 
■animal  makes  of  them  is  merely  for 
digging  holes,  or  bringing  the  food 
to  its  mouth.  The  hinder  legs  are 
very  drong,  and  when  fitting,  the 
kangaroo  reds  on  them  the  whole 


of  their  length,  the  rump  being  ele¬ 
vated  feveral  inches  from  the 
ground ;  the  under  part  of  them  is 
callous  and  bare.  The  toes  are 
only  three  in  number,  the  middle 
one  exceeding  the  others  greatly  in 
length  and  drength,  but  "the  inner 
one  is  of  a  peculiar  dfu&ure  ;  at 
fird  fight  appearing  fmgle,  though 
on  further  infpe&ion,  it  is  really- 
divided  down  the  middle,  as  well 
as  the  ball  of  the  toe  belonging  to 
it,  appearing  as  if  feparated  by  a 
fharp  indrument.  The  tail,  when 
the  animal  is  at  red,  feems  to  lie  at 
eafe  behind  it,  but  when  in  motion 
is  carried  for  the  mod  part  quite 
ereid.  The  general  colour  of  the 
whole  fkin  is  pale  brown,  inclining 
to  alh-colour,  but  the  under  parts 
are  much  paler  than  the  upper. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
the- above  is  only  an  Inhabitant  of 
New  Holland,  at  lead  none  have 
yet  been  met  with  in  any  other 
place,  and  it  has  been  faid  that  there 
are  two  forts,  a  greater  and  a 
fmaller,  but  the  lad  we  are  inclined 
to  think  is  not  yet  fufficiently  af- 
certained.  From  the  make  of  the 
animal,  it  is  no  wonder  that  its  pro- 
gredive  motion  can  only  be  by 
leaps,  which  have  been  known  to 
exceed  twenty  feet  at  a  time,  and 
this  fo  often  repeated,  as  almod  to 
elude  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  bed  grey¬ 
hound;  befides  which,  it  will  fre¬ 
quently  bound  over  obdacles  of  nine 
feet  or  more  in  height,  with  the 
greated  eafe ;  and  if  by  chance  it  is 
overtaken  by  a  dog3  its  druggies 
and  drength  are  fo  great,  that  it 
loon  releafes  itfelf  to  acd  the  fame 
part  over  again;  added  to  which, 
it  will  often  ufe  the  tail  as  a  weapon 
of  offence,  driking  fo  hard  with  it 
as  to  make  the  dog  fhy  of  encoun¬ 
tering  with  it.  The  only  method 

therefore 
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therefore  to  obtain  them,  is  to  lie 
in  wait  with  a  gun,  and  flioot  them. 
It  is  laid,  however,  that  the  natives 
have  the  art  of  catching  them  more 
eaflly. 

The  male  is  immediately  known 
by  the  fixe  of  the  fcrotum,  which  is 
large  and  didincL  The  female,  on 
examination,  is  furnifhed  with  a 
large  bag  or  pouch,  as  ufual  in  this 
genus,  within  which  are  two  nipples, 
to  which  the  feetufes  after  their  firft 
exclulion  adhere,  being  defended  in 
the  pouch,  till  they  arrive  at  full 
maturity  ;  and  even  after  this  have 
been  obferved  to  run  into  the  pouch 
as  a  place  of  Aieltcr,  on  which  oc- 
cafion  the  tender  mother  contra&s 
the  part  fo  violently  together,  that 
it  cannot  be  opened  without  the 
greated  difficulty. 

The  dimensions  of  a  lluffed  kan- 
guroo  now  in  England,  are  as  fol¬ 
low  : 

Length  from  the  point  of 

the  nofe  to  the  end  of  Feet.  ln, 
the  tail  -  -  -  8  5 

Length  of  the  tail  -  -  3  I 

-  head  -  -  o  11 

- fore  legs  -  2  o 

- - hind  legs  3  7 

Circumference  of  the  fore 

part  by  the  legs  -  -  1  9 

—  .  - - low¬ 
er  parts  -  -  -  -  4  5 

Round  the  thicker  part  of 
the  tail,  which  gradual¬ 
ly  tapers  to  the  end  1  l 

The  above  is  the  larged  kangu- 
roothat  has  yet  been  feen,  and  there 
is  every  reaion  to  believe  that  even 
this  had  not  nearly  attained  its  full 
growth. 

Lieutenant  Shortland  defcribes 
them  as  feeding  in  herds  of  about 
thirty  pr  forty,  and  allures  us,  that 


one  is  always  obferved  to  be  appa¬ 
rently  upon  the  watch,  at  a  didancc 
from  the  red. 


v  i  *  '*i 

Defcription  of  the  Marmot.  From 
Co xe.’s  Travels  in  Switzerland, 
vol.  iii. 

TH  E  marmot  is  extremely 
common  in  the  mountains  of 
Switzerland,  and  particularly  in  this 
part  of  the  Grifons  ;  and,  as  many 
erroneous  accounts  of  this  fagacious 
little  animal  have  been  given,  I 
fliall  fend  you  the  following  extract, 
feledled  from  a  defcription  written 
in  the  German  tongue,  by  Dr.  Gir- 
taner ;  which  cannot  fail  being 
highly  intereding  to  all,  who  love 
to  fearch  into  the  ceconomy  of  na¬ 
ture. 

The  marmot  inhabits  the  hlghed 
and  mod  inacceffible  mountains ; 
prefers  the  fmall  narrow  valleys, 
and  particularly  the  wedern  or 
fouthern  afpe£l,  as  the  warmed,  and 
avoids  moid  places.  On  the  open¬ 
ing  of  fpring,  when  he  ifliies  from 
his  hole,  where  he  has  dept  during 
winter,  he  defcends  to  the  lower  re¬ 
gions,  where  vegetation  is  forward. 
In  dimmer  he  again  afcends  to  the 
rocky  heights,  and  into  folitary  ca¬ 
verns.  He  feeds  upon  herbs  and 
roots,  and  particularly  on  the  al¬ 
pine  plantain,  mountain  fpingel,  al¬ 
pine  ladies  mantle,  mountain  forrel, 
alpine  toad-flax,  alpine  trefoil,  and 
alpine  darwort.  When  tame,  he 
eats  almod  every  thing  except  fiefli. 
On  drinking,  he  raifes  up  his  head 
like  fowls  at  every  fip,  looking  on 
each  fide  with  a  timorous  watch- 
fulnefs.  He  drinks  but  little,  to 
which  Dr.  Amdein  attributes  his 
fatnefs.  He  is  extremely  fond  of 
butter  and  mUk. 


NATURAL 

At  break  of  day  the  old  marmots 
come  out  of  their  holes  and  feed ; 
afterwards  they  bring  out  their 
young  ones  ;  the  latter  fcamper  on 
all  fides,  chafe  each  other,  lit  on 
their  hind  feet,  and  remain  in  that 
pofture,  facing  towards  the  fun,  with 
an  air  expreflive  of  fatisfadtion. 
They  are  all  particularly  fond  of 
warmth,  and  when  they  think  them- 
felves  fecure,  will  balk  in  the  fun 
for  feveral  hours.  Before  they  col¬ 
lect  the  grafs,  either  for  their  food, 
or  for  their  winter  habitations,  they 
form  them felves  into  a  circle,  fitting 
on  their  hind  legs,  and  reconnoitre 
on  all  fides.  On  the  leaft  alarm, 
the  firft  gives  inftantly  a  fhrill  cry, 
which  is  communicated  from  one  to 
the  other,  and  they  efcape  without 
repeating  the  noife.  The  chafieurs, 
by  imitating  thefe  fucceffive  whift- 
lings,  approach  fo  near  as  to  come 
within  Ihot  of  them. 

The  marmot  has  a  quick  eye,  and 
difcovers  the  enemy  at  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance.  He  never  does  the 
leaft  injury  to  any  other  animal, 
and  flies  when  he  is  purfued.  In 
fadt,  when  apprehenlive  of  being 
followed,  whole  families  quit  their 
dwellings,  and  wander  from  moun¬ 
tain  to  mountain,  although  they 
mull  again  conftrudt  their  habita¬ 
tions  :  but  when  flight  is  impoflible, 
they  defend  themfelves  with  fpirit 
againft  men  and  dogs,  and  attack 
all  who  approach  them  with  their 
teeth  and  claws. 

They  always  live  together  in  fo- 
cieties.  They  have  both  fummer 
and  winter  dwellings,  which  are 
eafily  diftinguilhed  from  each  other. 
,  The  former  remain  open  during  the 
whole  year ;  whereas  the  latter  are 
clofed  at  the  end  of  September.  In 
the  fummer  dwellings  is  found  dung 
in  great  abundance,  but  no  hay  :  on 
*  Vol.  XXXII. 
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the  contrary,  the  winter  habitations 
never  contain  any  dung,  but  much 
hay.  Near  the  latter  is  perceived 
a  more  confiderable  quantity  of 
earth,  which  annually  increafes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fize  of  the  dwelling, 
and  the  augmentation  of  the  fa¬ 
mily. 

In  the  formation  of  their  dwel¬ 
lings  they  fcoop  out  the  earth  with 
great  dexterity  and  expedition:  a 
fmall  part  they  throw  away,  and  by 
beating  the  remainder  clofe,  render 
the  paflage  very  compadt  and  folid. 
The  opening  being  fcarcely  more 
than  fix  or  feven  inches  in  diameter, 
is  juft  large  enough  to  admit  the 
animal.  The  interior  is  from  eight 
to  twenty  feet  in  length;  it  conflfts 
of  a  paflage,  which,  at  about  five 
or  fix  feet  from  the  entrance,  di¬ 
vides  into  two  branches  :  the  one 
leading  to  a  fmall  cavity  ;  the  other 
to  the  chamber  in  which  they  re- 
pofe.  The  paflage,  and  the  two 
branches,  are  always  carried  in  a 
ftraight  line,  unlefs  the  intervention 
of  a  rock,  or  any  other  impediment, 
obliges  them  to  take  another  direc¬ 
tion.  The  chamber  is  round  or 
oval,  arched  at  top,  and  in  its  form 
refembles  the  fhape  of  an  oven.  It 
is  from  three  to  feven  feet  in  dia¬ 
meter,  being  larger  or  fmaller  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  of  the  fa¬ 
mily.  It  is  ftrewed  with  hay,  in 
which  the  marmots  lie  in  a  dormant 
ftate  during  the  whole  winter. 

On  retiring  to  this  dwelling  about 
the  beginning  of  October,  they  care¬ 
fully  clofe  the  entrance  fo  as  to  ex¬ 
clude  all  air,  with  a  cement  of  earth 
mixed  with  ftones  and  hay.  On 
opening  this  chamber  three  weeks 
after  it  is  clofed,  the  marmots  are 
difcovered  lying  on  the  hay  clofe  to 
each  other,  and  rolled  up  like  hedge¬ 
hogs,  without  the  leaft  appearance 
G  of 
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of  life.  Ufually  from  five  to  fix- 
teen  are  found  together;  fometimes, 
but  rarely,  two  families  occupy  the 
fame  dwelling ;  and  occafionally, 
but  very  feldom,  one  has  been  dif- 
coxrered  a' one.  If  expofed  to  warmth 
they  awaken.  The  tame  marmots 
do  not  deep  during  winter ;  but 
on  the  approach  of  that  feafon,  ex¬ 
cited  by  inilind,  they  colled  ma¬ 
terials  towards  conftrudirig  their 
dwellings,  The  wild  marmots  oc¬ 
cupy  their  winter  habitation  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  quit  it  towards  the  latter 
end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of 
April.  In  removing  the  cement 
which  doles  the  opening,  they  do 
iiot  puHi  it  outward's,  but  draw  it 


inwards,  and  probably  convey  th© 
materials,  which  would  block  up  the 
principal  paflage,  into  the  fmall  ca¬ 
vity. 

They  copulate  foon  after  coming 
out:  in  June  or  July  young  ones 
have  been  obferved,  about  the  fize 

of  rats. 

It  is  probable  they  do  not  eat 
during  their  torpid  date ;  for  the 
fame  quantity  of  hay  is  obferved 
both  in  fpring  and  autumn  in  their 
winter  habitations,  and  thoie  which, 
have  been  dug  out  in  that  feafonare 
thin  and  perfectly  empty. 

The  flefh  of  the  marmot  is  eat% 
able,  and  its  fkin  is  ufed  for  furs. 
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Of  the  Caufe  and  Cure  of  the  Difeafe 
in  the  Potatoe  Plant  called  the  Curl. 
From  T ranf actions  of  the  Society  of 

Arts,  &.c»  vol.  viii. 

^“T“A  H  E  curl  in  potatoes,  is  a  dif- 
jf  eafe  which  admits  of  three 
different  ftages  or  degrees. 

I  ft.  Ti.c  half-curl. 

2d,  The  curl. 

3d.  The  corrupted, 

1  ft.  The  half-curled  plants  have 
leaves  fomewhat  long,  and  curled 
only  in  a  moderate  degree ;  they 
produce  a  tolerable  crop,  if  the 
iummer  be  not  very  dry ;  but  if 
otherwife,  the  potatoes  will  be  fmall 
and  watery. 

2d.  The  completely -curled  plants 
are  feldom  more  than  fix  or  Teven 
inches  high :  they  foon  ripen  and 
die.  The  potatoes  are  generally 
fmaller  than  a  nutmeg,  of  a  rufty 
red  colour,  and  unwholefome  as 
food. 

3d.  The  corrupted  potatoes,  or  thofe 
in  which  the  vegetative  power  is 
nearly  deftroyed,  never  appear  above 
ground.  The  feed  may  be  found, 
at  Michaelmas,  as  frefh,  to  appear¬ 
ance,  ar  vt-  hen  it  was  fet,  with  a  few 
fmall  potatoes  clofe  to  it. 

\  The  ftrft  caufe  of  the  curl  in  po¬ 
tatoes  muft  be  traced  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  feed  was  railed  the 
preceding  year. 

If  the  potatoes  be  fet  late  in  the 


feafon,  that  is,  from  the  middle  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  June,  in  a 
rich  foil,  well  manured,  having  a 
fouthern  afpedi ;  and  if  the  fummer 
fhoukl  be  hot  and  dry  till  (we  will 
fuppofe)  the  beginning  ofAuguft, 
when  the  blow  of  the  plants  has 
fallen  off,  then  the  feed  will  be  ex- 
haufted  in  feeding  the  plant  onlv  ; 
and  very  few  potatoes  will  appear. 
Should  the  weather  now  become 
moift  and  genial,  the  plants,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  fhould  be  earthed,  will 
blow  afrelh,  and  a  plentiful  crop 
of  very  large  potatoes  may  yet  be 
produced. 

Thefe  potatoes  are  perfedlly  fit 
for  ufe  as  food;  but  as  they  were 
produced  from  the  italic  of  the 
plane,  after  the  feed  itfelf  was  ex- 
haufted,  they  \yill  be  defedtive  in 
moifture  and  vegetative  power ; 
and  the  plants  which  proceed  from 
them  the  following  year,,  will  be 
found  to  be  curled. 

Second  caufe.-— The  curl  may  be 
produced  without  manure  or  earth¬ 
ing,  provided  the  potatoes  be  Town 
(at  the  end  of  May)  thick  toge¬ 
ther,  in  a  rich  foil,  and  covered 
with  green  fern,  or  other  litter, 
before  the  plants  appear.  The  rain 
rots  the  fern  or  litter,  and  enables 
it  to  penetrate  as  a  manure  to  the 
roots ;  and  the  plants  are  forced,  as 
in  the  preceding  experiment,  to  a 
fecond  growth  and  blow.  The  feed 
G  2  thus 
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thus  raifed  produced  plants  that 
were  curled. 

The  forcing  potatoes  by  cultiva¬ 
tion,  as  above  defcribed,  I  find  to  be 
the  caufe  of  the  curl,  both  from  my 
own  experiments,  repeated  for  feve- 
ral  years  fuccefiively,  and  alfo  from 
the  obfervations  I  have  made  upon 
the  practice  and  ill  fuccefs  of  my 
neighbours. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  flowers 
of  many  plants,  fuch  as  the  poppy, 
the  rofe,  and  many  others,  are  much 
altered  by  cultivation;  they  become 
double ,  the  ftamina  are  converted 
into  petals,  the  generic  character  is 
loft,  they  become  what  botanifts  call 
Monfters ;  the  parts  of  generation 
being  changed,  no  feed  is  produced. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  confider 
any  part  of  a  plant  in  which  the 
vegetative  power  re  Tides  as  a  feed, 
it  will  be  found  that  rich  cultiva¬ 
tion  produces,  if  not  abfolutely  the 
fame,  at  leaft  a  fimilar  imperfection 
in  the  potatoe ;  for  the  flower  and 
the  bulbous  root  are  both  enlarged 
by  cultivation.  In  the  flower,  little 
or  no  feed  is  produced :  in  the  po¬ 
tatoe,  the  vegetative  power  is  im¬ 
paired  or  deftroyed,  according  to 
the  degree  of  the  difeafe. 

It  is  obfervable  that,  wherever 
the  vegetative  power  is  impaired, 
there  is  always  a  deficiency  of 
moifture;  which  is  proved  by  the 
following  experiment,  from  which 
it  appears,  that  both  healthy  and 
curled  plants  may  be  raifed  from 
the  fame  potatoe. 

Dig  up,  in  the  beginning  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  fome  potatoes  raifed  as  is 
defcribed  in  the  preceding  pages. 
Amongft  the  largeft  will  be  found 
fome  that  have,  in  different  parts, 
different  degrees  of  moifture,  the 
leaft  at  the  butt,  and  the  moft  at 
the  crown  end,  the  quantity  of 
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moifture  gradually  increafing  from 
the  butt  to  the  crown.  Take  one 
fet  from  the  crown,  and  another 
from  the  butt :  the  former  will  pro¬ 
duce  an  healthy,  the  latter  a  curled 
plant.  The  curl-producing  pota¬ 
toes  are  alfo  obferved  to  be  drier 
both  before  and  after  boiling,  and 
are  boiled  in  a  ihorter  time. 

'The  Mode  of  presenting  the  Curl  in 
Potatoes. 

The  following  dire&ions  for  cul¬ 
tivating  potatoes,  duly  obferved,  will 
effectually  prevent  the  curl ;  as  1 
have  found  by  various  and  repeated 
experiments,  made  with  great  care 
and  attention,  during  thefe  laft  feven 
years. 

The  belt  time  of  fetting,  is  from 
the  beginning  of  April  to  the  middle 
of  May.  Make  ridges  a  yard  a- 
funder  :  put  your  manure  firft  into 
the  trench,  and  with  moderation : 
fet  the  potatoes  in  a  triangular 
form,  five  or  fix  inches  afunder; 
cover  them  with  the  foil  to  the 
thicknefs  of  five  or  fix  inches. 
There  is  but  little  danger  of  laying 
on  too  much  of  the  foil :  the  deeper 
are  the  fets,  the  better  will  they  be 
proteCled  from  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  fun,  if  the  feafon  fhouid  be 
dry.  This  diftance  of  five  or  fix 
inches  is  fo  fmall  as  to  prevent  the 
plants  growing  too  rank,  and  yet 
fuiiicient  for  each  of  them  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fun  and  the  air. 

2dly.  When  they  have  grown  to 
the  height  of  fi£  or  feven  inches 
above  the  ground,  you  muft  not 
earth  them,  as  is  the  ufual  practice. 
You  muft  take  away  the  weeds, 
and  may  draw  a  little  mould  to 
them ;  but  you  muft  be  careful  to 
do  it  before  the  bloifom-buds  appear, 

which 
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which  time  is  generally  about  the 
end  of  June. 

They  will  now  require  no  further 
care,  excepting  that  of  weeding. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  early  fetting 
is  advantageous,  on  account  of  the 
greater  chance  of  early  rain,  which 
will  be  very  beneficial  to  the  plants 
if  the  fummer  fhould  be  dry.  By 
this  procefs,  the  plants  will  be 
healthy ;  the  young  potatoes  will 
be  formed  in  due  feafon ;  they  will 
grow  gradually;  the  plant  will  ripen 
and  die  in  due  time,  and  will  not  be 
forced  into  a  fecond  growth  by  the 
rain  which  may  fall  in  September. 
The  fap  being  thus  left  in  the  po- 
tatoe,  it  becomes  a  feed  endued  with 
an  unimpaired  perfeCt  vegetative 
power ;  and  the  plants  which  are 
raifed  from  them  will  be  found  to 
be  entirely  free  from  the  curl. 

N.  B.  The  potatoes  may  be  dug 
as  foon  as  they  can  be  handled  with¬ 
out  crufhing  the  peel,  that  is,  about 
the  end  of  September. 

Sound  potatoes  are  procured  with 
the  greateft  certainty  from  earth 
that  has  been  peeled  and  burnt  : 
the  foil  thus  prepared  is  well  fuitcd 
to  the  growth  of  potatoes.  In  this 
they  grow  gradually,  and  are  not 
forced  beyond  their  natural  iize  :  in 
doubtful  feed,  it  is  fafeft  to  plant  the 
fmalleft  potatoes  whole . 

The  foil  the  moft  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  curl,  is  that  which  is  rich 
in  itfelf,  much  manured,  and  has.  a 
fouthern  afpeCt.  In  other  fituations, 
where  the  foil  is  not  rich,  and  the 
garden  is  cold,  either  from  its  being 
upon  the  fide  of  a  hill,  or  expofed 
to  the  north,  the  curl  has  not  yet 
appeared ;  which  is  known  to  be 
the  cafe  in  the  mountainous  parts  of 
Radnorfhire  and  Montgomeryfhire. 
This  is  perfeClly  confonant  with  my 
theory ;  for  where  the  foil  is  poor. 


and  the  fituation  cold,  the  plants 
cannot  be  forced  into  a  fecond 
growth  by  earthing  and  manure. 

I  do  not  mean  to  diffuade  thofe 
who  are  anxious  to  raife  large  crops 
for  immediate  ufe,  from  earthing  and 
manuring  to  the  utmoft  extent;  I 
only  caution  them  againlt  ufing  po¬ 
tatoes  fo  raifed,  for  feed.  By  earth¬ 
ing  and  manuring,  you  will  doubt- 
lefs  raife  large  crops  of  large  pota¬ 
toes  perfectly  good,  as  food,  but  im¬ 
perfect  as  feed ;  for  the  vegetative 
power  will  be  impaired  by  this  forc¬ 
ing  cultivation.  Hence  it  will  be 
the  intereft  of  every  prudent  culti¬ 
vator,  to  allot  a  portion  of  his  po~ 
tatoe-garden  to  the  raifing  of  feed- 
potatoes.  If  the  directions  which  I 
have  given  be  followed,  I  have  not 
the  Icaffc  doubt  of  fuccefs ;  at  leaf! 
I  am  certain  that  the  curl  will  not 
make  its  appearance. 

The  potatoe  is  alfo  liable  to  other 
diforders :  in  very  dry  feafons,  ex- 
crefcences  will  arife,  vulgarly  called 
the  fcab ;  in  moift  feafons,  little 
holes  or  cavities  appear,  called  the 
canker ;  and  both  thefe  diforders 
increafe  according  to  the  length  of 
time  they  remain  in  the  earth,  after 
having  acquired  maturity.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  that  thefe  dif¬ 
orders  may  haften  the  decay,  and 
caufe  the  curl. 

One  method  of  preventing  the 
difeafe,  namely,  by  changing  the 
feed,  has  been  already  mentioned  : 
another  fource  of  prevention  offers, 
from  raifing  new  kinds  from  the 
feed  or  apple  of  the  plant,  or  the 
fame  kinds  renewed  again  from  the 
feed.  Raifing  new  kinds  from  feed, 
however,  requires  no  fmall  portion, 
of  difcernment ;  for  the  feed  from 
the  fame  plant  will  produce  fo 
many  varieties,  that  it  requires  nice 
judgment  of  the  cultivator  properly 
G  3  to 
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to  fe]e&.  Great  numbers,  from  in- 
fpeCtion  only,  will  be  weeded  out 
and 'rejected;  and  of  thofe  retained, 
more  will  be  again  rejected,  the 
fucceeding  and  following  years :  of 
the  remaining  few,  there  may  dif¬ 
ferent  -characters  dill  exifl ;  fuch  as 
ill  or  well  flavoured,  clofe  or  coarfe 
grained,  productive,  non-produc¬ 
tive,  &c.  Sec.  Each  may  have  their 
relpeCHve  value :  but  I  think  it  may 
be  generally  aflerted,  that  the  finer 
kinds  /boner  degenerate;  the  coarfe 
kinds,  which  are  almofl,  if  not  al¬ 
ways,  more  productive,  retain  their 
vigour  the  longed.  The  following 
example  confirms  this  opinion. 

Spring,  1785 . — -I  procured  a  new 
kind  of  potatoe,  called  a  Dabb, 
lately  raifed  from  feed;  where,  I 
know  not :  the  character  of  which 
was,  large,  coarfe-grained,  flrong- 
flavoured,  and  of  coarfe  rejected 
from  the  table  ;  but  being  very  pro¬ 
ductive,  was  uleful  for  cattle.  The 
laft  year,  it  was  fo  much  improved, 
as  to  be  no  longer  rejected  ;  it  flill 
retains  the  quality  of  being  pro¬ 
ductive,  even  fo  much  as  yielding, 
this  prefent  year,  fix  bufliels  from 
every  ftatute  perch.  It  fhould  be 
obferved,  that  the  prefent  very  luxu¬ 
riant  crop  may  be  in  great  meafure 
owing  to  having  been  planted  on  a’ 
virgin  foil,  which  was  never  before 
improved,  or  broken  up ;  very  little 
dung  was  ufed.  Here  is  an  evident 
change  for  the  better ;  the  plants 
are  vigorous,  and  there  is  at  pre- 
fent  no  appearance  of  decay  :  this 
new  foil  may  be  a  means  of  pre- 
ferving  the  plant  a  Tew  years  longer; 
but  a  total  change  of  feed  will,  in 
time,  become  absolutely  neceflary. 

Hence  it  fhould  appear,  that  al¬ 
though  the  difeafe,  after  the  prefent 
fleck  has  b>cen,  to  a  certain  decree. 
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infeCled,  can  never  be  cured,  yet 
means  may  be  taken  for  prevention : ' 
and  that  this  is  the  cafe  in  this  dif- 
triCl,  is  evident;  few  crops,  of  late 
years,  having  failed,  by  being  much 
infeCled  with  this  diforder  j  for, 
wherever  the  curl  has  appeared,  in 
ever  fo  final!  a  degree,  that  flock 
has  been  rejected  by  the  attentive 
cultivator,  and  new  feed  obtained. 

I  am  the  more  encouraged  to 
offer  you  thefe  hints,  for  that,  after 
having  drawn  them  up,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  here  fent,  I  read  them  over  to 
a  very  intelligent  farmer  in  this 
neighbourhood,  who  faid  that  thefe 
thoughts  totally  correlponded  with 
his  own.  I  have  fhewn  them  alfo 
to  a  refpeCtable  clergyman,  who,  to  s 
his  other  many  excellent  qualities, 
is  always  ready  to  communicate  in¬ 
formation,  and  has  favoured  me 
with  the  following  extraCt  from  a 
private  letter. 

<f  A  labouring  man  in  my  neigh¬ 
bourhood  has  got  a  very  good  po¬ 
tatoe  :  the  only  fault  is,  that  out  of 
four  plants,  three  of  them  are  abo¬ 
minably  curled  ;  on  which  account, 

I  defired  he  would  give  me  four 
potatoes.  From  each  potatoe  I  took 
a  jhoot,  not  a  fet>  in  order  to  fee  if 
the  fhoots  would  be  curled ;  they 
were  not :  fo,  poflibly,  their  not  be¬ 
ing  curled  may  be  accidental,  or 
poflibly  the  curl  may  arife  from  the 
Jet  planted.  Another  year,  I  will 
plant  a  dozen,  or  more,  of  thefe 
potatoe  -  fhcots :  then,  if  there  fhould 
be  no  curl,  I  fhall  be  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  curl  arifes  from: 
fome  difeafe  in  the  Jet „  What  I 
mean  by  a  flioot,  is — -I  put  three  . or 
four  fets  into  a  flower-pot  ;  when 
they  have  fhot  to  be  about  two 
inches  high,  and  have  fibres,  I  take 
the  fets  up,  and,  with  a  knife,  cut 

the 
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the  Ihoots  off,  leaving  not  the  leaft 
piece  of  a  felt  on  the  (hoot.  I  then 
plant  the  Ihoots. 

Hurfeley,  >S,  H.” 

a2d  July,  1789. 

It  fhould  appear,  from  the  above 
ingenious  experiment,  of  which  fu¬ 
ture  trials  will  confute  or  confirm 
the  fadl,  that  it  corroborates  the 
above  theory,  by  proving  the  difeafe 
in  the  fet ;  and  which,  when  the 
caufe  or  feat  of  diforder  is  lopped 
away,  the  cure  is  effedled  by  the 
force  of  nature  to  heal  itfelf,  and 
the  power  of  vegetation  on  the 
fmall  fibres,  which  retain  newly- 
acquired  life,  though  from  an  in- 
fiedted  parent  dock. 


Method  of  cultivating  and  curing 
T urkey  Rhubarb  from  Seed.  From 
the  fame . 

I  HAVE  ufually  Town  the  feed 
about  the  beginning  of  Februa¬ 
ry,  on  a  bed  of  good  foil  (if  rather 
fandy,  the  better)  expofed  to  an 
eaft-  or  weft  afpedl,  in  preference  to 
the  fouth  ;  observing  a  full  fun  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  vegetation  of 
the  feeds,  and  to  the  plants  whilft 
young. 

The  feeds  are  beft  fown  mode¬ 
rately  thick  (broad-caft)  treading 
them  regulatly  in,  as  is  ufual  with 
parfneps  and  other  light  feeds,  and 
then  raking  the  ground  fmooth.  I 
have  fometimes,  when  the  feafon 
has  been  wet,  made  a  bed  for  fow- 
ing  the  rhubarb  feeds  upon,  about 
two  feet  thick,  with  new  dung  from 
the  liable,  covering:  it  near  one 
foot  thick  with  good  foil.  The  in¬ 
tent  of  this  bed  is  not  for  the  fake 
ef  warmth,  but  folely  to  prevent  the 
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riling  of  earth-worms,  which,  in  a 
moift  feafon,  will  frequently  deftroy 
the  young  crop. 

If  the  feed  is  good,  the  plants 
often  rife  too  thick;  if  fo,  when 
they  have  attained  fix  leaves,  they 
fhould  be  taken  carefully  up  (where 
too  clofe)  leaving  the  Handing  crop 
eight  or  ten  inches  apart :  thofe 
taken  up  may  be  planted  at  the 
lame  diftance,  in  a  frelh  fpot  of 
ground,  in  order  to  furnilh  other 
plantations.  When  the  plants  in 
general  are  grown  to  the  fize  that 
cabbage-plants  are  ufually  fet  out 
for  a  Handing  crop,  they  are  beft 
planted  where  they  are  to  remain, 
in  beds  four  feet  wide,  one  row 
along  the  middle  of  the  bed,  leav¬ 
ing  two  yards  diftance  betwixt  the 
plants,  allowing  an  alley  between 
the  beds  about  a  foot  wide,  for  con- 
veniency  of  weeding  the  plants. 

In  the  aqtumn,  when  the  decayed 
leaves  are  removed,  if  the  Ihoveliner 
of  the  alleys  are  thrown  over  the 
crowns  of  the  plants,  it  will  be 
found  of  fervice. 

Cultivation  of  fur  key  Rhubarb  by 
of'-fsts. 

On  taking  up  feme  plants  the 
laft  fpring,  1  flipped  off  feveral  off¬ 
sets,  from,  the  heads  of  large  plants  : 
thefe  I  fet  with  a  dibble,  about  a 
foot  apart,  in  order,  if  I  found  them 
thrive,  to  remove  them  into  other 
beds.  On  examining  them  in  the 
autumn,  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  the 
pi  ogrefs  they  had  made,  and  pleafed 
to  be  able  to  furnilh  my  beds  with 
forty  plants  in  the  moft  thriving 
Hate. 

Though  this  was  my  fir  ft  expe¬ 
riment  oi  its  -  kind,  I  do  net  mean 
to  arrogate  the  difeo  very  to  my  left, 
G  4  having 
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having  known  it  recently  tried  by 
others,  but  without  being  informed 
of  their  fuccefs.  I  have  reafon  to 
think  this  valuable  drug  will,  by  this 
method,  be  brought  much  fooner  to 
perfe&ion  than  from  feed. 

Method  of  curing  Rhubarb. 

The  plants  may  be  taken  up 
either  early  in  the  fpring,  or  in  au¬ 
tumn,  when  the  leaves  are  decayed, 
in  dry  weather  if  pofiible,  when  the 
roots  are  to  be  cleared  from  dirt 
(without  walking)  :  let  them  be 
cut  into  pieces,  and  with  a  lharp 
knife  freed  from  the  outer  coat,  and 
expofed  to  the  fun  and  air  for  a 
few  days,  to  render  the  outfide  a 
little  dry. 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  curing 
of  the  largeft  pieces,  a  hole  may  be 
fcooped  out  with  a  penknife  :  thefe 
and  the  fmaller  parts  are  then  to  be 
ilrung  on  packthread,  and  hung  up 
in  a  warm  room  (I  have  always  had 
the  conveniency  of  fuch  a  one  over 
a  baker’s  oven)  where  it  is  to  re¬ 
main  till  perfectly  dry.  Each  piece 
may  be  rendered  more  lightly  by  a 
common  file,  fixing  it  in  a  fmall 
vice  during  that  operation  :  after¬ 
wards  rub  over  it  a  very  fine  pow¬ 
der,  which  the  fmall  roots  furnilh 
in  beautiful  perfection,  for  this  and 
every  other  purpofe  where  rhubarb 
is  required.  \ 


Account  of  a  new  Method  of  generat¬ 
ing  Teafl;  in  T'wo  Letters,  from 
the  Rev.  William  Mafon  of  Alton. 
From  the  fame , 

LAS  T  fpring,  I  requeued  a 
friend  to  inquire  of  you  fome 
particulars  concerning  the  premium 

See  Annual  Regifter  for  the 


which  the  fociety  had  offered  on  the 
produ&ion  of  yealt,  of  which  you 
obligingly  gave  him  full  informa¬ 
tion.  As  I  found  November  was 
the  month  in  which  the  matter  was 
to  be  decided,  1  deferred  troubling 
you  any  more  till  I  had  caufed  an 
experiment  to  be  repeatedly  tried; 
which  a  domeltic  of  mine,  who 
brews  for  me,  had  at  that  time  firft 
made. 

I  had  juft  before,  with  his  aflif- 
tance,  impregnated  wort  with  fixed 
air,  or  rather  a  decodlion  of  malt 
in  water,  according  to  Dr.  Henry’s 
ingenious  .  method  *,  and  by  the 
yeaft  thereby  obtained,  produced 
good  bread.  This  led  him,  un¬ 
known  to  me,  to  try  whether  the 
experiment  would  not  fucceed  full 
as  well  without  fixed  air;  which 
he  found  it  did.  He  accordingly 
brought  me  a  fmall  veffel  with  a  full 
head  of  yeaft  upon  it,  alluring  me 
with  fome  degree  of  exultation,  that 
neither  oil  of  vitriol  with  chalk,  nor 
any  portion  of  old  yeaft,  had  been 
employed  on  the  occafion.  This 
greatly  furprifed  me  ;  and  I  then 
defired  he  would  proceed  with  the 
experiment  in  his  own  way,  and 
endeavour  to  increafe  the  quantity 
already  made,  by  what  additional 
decodtion  of  malt  and  water  he 
might  think  proper;  infilling  only 
that  nothing  but  malt,  water,  and 
heat,  fhould  be  employed  for  the 
purpofe.  He  did  fo,  and  in  a  few 
days  increafed  the  original  quantity 
till  it  became  fufficient  to  work  a 
hoglhead  of  fmall-beer,  which  pro¬ 
duced  ten  pounds  weight  of  perfect 
yeaft;  and  this,  being  foon  after  put 
on  a  vat  for  a  hoglhead  of  ale,  was 
found  to  be  augmented  to  forty-two 
pounds. 


year  1786,  Ufeful  ?roje£ls}  p.  74. 
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The  difcovery  therefore  is  Amply 
this :  “  that  yead  is  not  (as  has,  I 
believe,  been  hitherto  thought) 
fome  peculiar  and  unknown  fub- 
dance,  neceflary  to  be  added  to 
wort,  in  order  to  put  it  into  a  fer¬ 
menting  Hate  ;  but  that  malt  boiled 
in  water  will  generate  it  (as  the 
chemifts  fay)  per  fe,  if  the  following 
circum dances  be  attended  to  : 

“  id.  That  the  procefs  be  begun 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  decoc¬ 
tion. 

“  2dly.  That  it  be  kept  in  an 
equal  degree  of  heat.  And, 

“  3dly.  That,  when  the  fermenta¬ 
tion  is  begun,  it  lhould  be  adided 
and  augmented  with  frelh  decoc¬ 
tions  of  the  fame  liquor.” 

The  proportions  and  method  which 
my  fervant  has  found  generally  to 
fucceed,  I  will  now  give  you,  as 
taken  from  his  own  words,  in  the 
form  of  a  recipe. 

Procure  three  earthen  or  wooden 
veflels  of  different  fizes  and  aper¬ 
tures,  one  capable  of  holding  two 
quarts,  the  other  three  or  four,  and 
the  third  five  or  fix  :  boil  a  quarter 
of  a  peck  of  malt  for  about  eight 
or  ten  minutes,  in  three  pints  of 
water;  and  when  a  quart  is  poured 
off  from  the  grains,  let  it  dand  in 
a  cool  place,  till  not  quite  cold,  but 
retaining  that  degree  of  heat  which 
the  brewers  ufually  find  to  be  pro¬ 
per  when  they  begin  to  work  their 
liquor.  Then  remove  the  velfel 
into  fome  warm  fituation  near  a  fire, 
where  the  thermometer  dands  be¬ 
tween  70  and  80  degrees  (Fahren¬ 
heit)  and  -there  let  it  remain  till  the 
fermentation  begins,  which  will  be 
plainly  perceived  within  thirty  hours ; 
and  then  two  quarts  more  of  a  like 
decoftion  of  malt,  when  cool,  as  the 
fird  was ;  and  mix  the  whole  in  the 
larger-fized  vedel,  and  dir  it  well  in, 


which  mud  be  repeated  in  the  ufual 
way,  as  it  rifes  in  a  common  vat : 
then  add  a  dill  greater  quantity  of 
the  fame  decodtion,  to  be  worked 
in  the  larged  vedel,  which  will  pro¬ 
duce  yead  enough  for  a  brewing  of 
forty  gallons. 

P.  8.  It  may  be  proper  to  add, 
that  my  fervant  is  of  opinion,  that 
a  proper  quantity  of  hops  boiled  in 
the  liquor,  makes  the  fermentation 
proceed  better;  but  as  it  may,  and 
has  actually  fucceeded  without  fuch 
addition,  I  would  willingly  wifh 
them  to  be  omitted,  to  prevent  the 
bread  baked  with  it  from  tading 
bitter.  Experience  only  can  decide 
this ;  and  farther  experience  is  dill 
wanted,  to  make  a  perfect  recipe 
for  the  operation. 

Dear  Sir, 

ACCORDING  to  my  promile,  I 
write  to  inform  you  of  the  refult  of 
lome  more  experiments  which  have 
been  made  here,  under  my  diredtion, 
relative  to  yead;  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  they  were  made  by  means 
of  a  very  Ample  apparatus,  which 
I  think  will  be  found  very  conve¬ 
nient  on  flop-board,  and  alfo  in 
cottages,  &c.  It  is  merely  a  wooden 
box,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
inches  fquare,  open  on  one  fide,  in 
which  a  vefiel  containing  the  wort 
is  placed ;  and  then  the  box  is  fet 
with  the  open  fide  clofe  to  a  wall, 
heated  by  a  fire  on  the  other  fide, 
when  the  thermometer  indicates  the 
wall  to  be  about  8o° :  fo  that  I 
imagine  the  back  of  a  chimney  in 
a  fhip,  or  behind  an  oven  or  kitchen- 
fire  in  a  cottage,  would  be  found 
very  convenient  for  the  procefs ;  as 
the  vefiel  might  be  there  furrounded 
with  a  fmall  atmofphere  of  air,  dif¬ 
fidently  warm  at  the  fird,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  continued  at  the 

fame 
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fame  equable  temperature  for  a  fuf- 
ficient  time. 

A  box  of  this  kind,  in  which  the 
following  experiments  were  made, 
was  placed  cn  a  drefier  in  my 
kitchen,  more  than  eighteen  feet 
from  the  kitchen -h re,  but  ag.aind  a 
thin  wall,  which  divides  the  kitchen 
from  the  fervants  hall,  juft  behind 
the  fire-place  of  that  room ;  and 
the  open  fide  of  the  box  turned  to 
the  heated  wall,  the  veSdls  "them- 
felves  uncovered.  If  you  recoiled; 
the  trouble  you  fo  obligingly  took 
in  heating  your  office,  you  will 
think  this  method,  fince  discovered, 
of  performing  the  fame  experiment, 
of  considerable  utility. 

Experiment  ifr. — Three  veffels 
were  fet  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
warm  box,  containing  a  quart  of 
liquor  each,  and  of  equal  flrength 
with  re  Sped  to  malt :  one  was  a 
decodion  without  hops,  another  with 
hops,  the  other  a  Simple  infufion  of 
malt :  in  about  twenty-four  hours 
the  hopped  decodion  produced  a 
fine  head  of  yeaSt ;  the  other  de¬ 
codion  fermented  as  well,  but  was 
twenty-four  hours  later  ;  the  Simple 
infufion  was  near  thirty-fix  hours 
later,  and  the  yeaft  appeared  dark 
and  ill-coloured,  fo  that  my  heufe- 
keeper  thought  it  fpoiled  ;  but  this 
bad  appearance  was  merely  owing 
to  its  not  having  been  boiled  and 
cleared,  for  it  made  very  light 
bfeakfad  rolls. 

This  experiment,  you  will  per¬ 
ceive,  was  made  to  try  whether 
hops  (as  my  fervant  imagined)  were 
neceSfary  ;  and  it  certainly  proves 
that  they  accelerate  the  fermenta¬ 
tion ;  but  it  proves  alfo,  that  nei¬ 
ther  hops  nor  boiling  are  efiential 
to  the  procefs. 

Experiment  2d. —  Four  veffels 
from  a  common  brewing  of  ale 


were  placed  in  a  box  of  longer,  di¬ 
mensions  ;  one  contained  two  quarts ; 
a  fecond,  one  ;  a  third,  a  pint ;  a 
fourth,  half  a  pint :  they  all  Shewed 
figns  of  fermentation  at  the  fame 
time,  viz.  ,  in  about  twenty-four 
hours  ;  but  that  in  the  mug  or  '  pot 
holding  a  pint  appeared  the  ftrong- 
ed,  which  my  fervant  thought  was 
owing  to  the  Smaller  diameter  of 
the  vefiel,  which  was  fmaller  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  half-pint ;  but  as  it 
_  flood  more  centrally  to  the  heat  of 
the  fire  behind,  I  am  periuaded  the 
excefs  of  fermentation  proceeded 
from  that  caufe.  This  proves  that 
the  quantity  you  begin  the  procefs 
with  is  not  very  material :  though 
two  quarts  feem  to  be  mod  conve¬ 
nient  for  the  purpofe  of  baking. 

Experiment  3d,  Was  instituted 
merely  to  find  whether  an  addition 
of  fugar  would  accelerate  the  fer¬ 
mentation;  for  which  purpofe,  two 
quarts  of  hopped  liquor  were  tried 
in  feparate  vefl’els,  a  quart  in  each  : 
and  the  reSult  was,  that  the  decoc¬ 
tion,  in  which  two  large  fpoonfuls 
of  coarfe  fugar  were  Stirred  in,  did 
not  ferment  in  the  lead,  though 
continued  in  the  warm  box  five  days 
and  nights ;  the  other  fermented  in 
about  thirty-fix  hours.  The  reafon 
of  this  later  fermentation  than  of 
that  in  the  former  experiments, 
was,  that  the  liquor  ufed  was  from 
a  brewing  of  fmall-beer.  Hence 
we  may  conclude,  that  a  decoclion 
of  the  drength  of  ale,  if  not  of 
Strong  beer,  is  the  bed  to  begin 
with. 

Account  f  Experiments  on  the  Gene¬ 
ration  of  Yeaft ,  made  under  the  In - 
Jpediion  of  the  Committee  op'  Che - 
mi  fry,  in  the  Month  of  November 
1789.  •  ' 
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FOUR  quarts  of  ground  malt 
were  put  into  a  new  Hone  ware 
veffel,  and  mafhed  with  about  an 
equal  quantity  of  hot  water  in  the 
ufual  manner  for  brewing.  When 
the  mafh  had  Hood  about  an  hour, 
the  wort  was  drawn  off,  and  three 
quarts  of  boiling  water  poured  on 
the  grains ;  when  this  had  Hood  a 
due  time,  the  liquor  was  fuffered 
to  run  off,  and  the  whole  diquor 
boiled  half  an  hour  ;  being  then  fet 
to  cool,  was  poured  clear  from  the 
fediment,  and  then  put  in  a  room 
where  the  heat  was  regularly  kept 
up  to  fummer  heat,  or  near  8o°  of 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer.  It  Hood 
•in  this  degree  of  heat  till  fome  ligns 
of  fermentation  appeared  on  the 
furface  ;  which  came  on  in  about 
three  days. 

Anothe  r  bre  win  a-  was  then  m ade  as 

O 

above  defcribed ;  and,  when  of.  a  due 
heat,  Hirred  into  the  former  liquor. 
In  about  twenty-four  hours  fome 
yeah  appeared,  and  another  brew¬ 
ing  was  then  made ;  and,  when  of 
a  due  heat,  nqfxed  with  the  two 
former  ones,  and  well  beat  in,  the 
heat  being  Hill  kept  up  to  the  de¬ 
gree  above  mentioned  : .  in  about 
two  days  more,  five  ounces  of  ex¬ 
cellent  yeaH  were  colledled  from  the 
furface  of.  the  liquor. 

Some  of  this  yeaH  being  mixed 
with  a  due  proportion  of  flour,  wa¬ 
ter,  and  fait,  anfwer.ed  all  the  pur- 
pofes  intended  for  bread  ;  and  might 
certainly  have  been  equally  well 
applied  to  brewing,  in  the  common 
method.  In  fine,  being  pure  and 
good  yeaH,  it  will  anfwer  all  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  that  ufeful  article. 


Report  cf  the  Committee  on  Dr .  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Hornby ’s  Proceji  for  pro- 
1  ducing  a?i  ardent  Spirit  from  Car - 
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rots.  From  F'ranfadiions  of  the 

Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  voL 
ii. 

"'ll  X  YE  have  examined  the  fample 
*  *  of  fpirits,  which  was  fent 
by  Dr.  Hunter  of  Y ork  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  we  have  read  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  experiment  on  the  fer¬ 
mentation  and  diflillation  of  carrots, 
by  which  the  faid  fpirit  was  pro¬ 
duced.  The  experiment  was  made 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Hornby,  druggiit 
in  York,  with  one  ton  and  eight 
Hone  of  carrots,  which,  after  being 
expofed  to  the  air  a  few  days  to 
dry,  weighed  160  Hone,  and  mea- 
fured  42  bufliels ;  they  were  waffl¬ 
ed,  topped  and  tailed,  by  which 
they  loll  in  weight  1 1  Hone,  and  in 
meafure  feven  bufliels  ;  being  then 
cut,  they  were  boiled  with  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  24  gallons  of  water  to 
one  third  of  the  above  quantity  of 
carrots,  until  the  whole  was  reduced 
to  a  tender  pulp,  which  was  done 
in  three  hours  boiling.  From  this 
pulp,  thejui.ee  was  eaflly  extracted 
by  means  of  a  prefs,  and  200  gal¬ 
lons  of  juice  were  produced  from 
the  whole.  This  juke  was  boiled 
again,  with  one' pound  of  hops  five 
hours,  and  then  cooled  to  66  of 
Fahrenheit,  and  fix  quarts  of  yeaH 
being  added,  it  was  fet  to  ferment. 
The  ft  retag  fermentation  lafled  a  8 
hours,  during  which  time  the  heat 
abated  to  58  of  Fahrenheit ;  \z 
gallons  of  unfermented  juice,  which 
had  been  referred,  were  then  heated 
and  added  to  the  liquor,  the  heat 
of  which  was  thus  railed  again  to 
66,  and  the  fermentation  was  re¬ 
newed  for  24  hours  more,  the  air  of 
the  brewhouie  being  all  this  time 
at  46  and  44.  The  liquor  was  now 
turned,  and  continued  to  work  three 
days  from  the  bung ;  and.,  lately,  it 
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was  diftilled,  and  the  fird  diflillation 
was  rectified  next  day  without  any 
addition.  The  produce  was  twelve 
gallons,  of  the  fame  quality  with 
the  fample. 

In  our  examination  of  this  fample, 
we  found  it  relembled  a  corn  fpirit 
in  flavour,  but  was  equal  to  a  corn 
fpirit  of  the  bed  kind,  and  it  was  a 
proof  fpirit. 

The  refufe  of  the  carrots  weighed 
48  ftone,  which,  added  to  the  tops 
and  tails,  made  provifion  for  hogs, 
befide  the  walli  from  the  Mil,  which 
meafured  114  gallons. 

From  this  experiment,  Dr.  Hunter 
draws  the  following  companion  be¬ 
tween  the  diflillation  of  carrots  and 
that  of  grain. 

Twenty  tons  of  carrots,  which 
will  make  200  gallons  of  proof 
ipi  rits,  may  be  bought  for  1 6 1. 

Eight  quarters  of  malt,  or  rather 
the  materials  for  diflillation,  con¬ 
fiding  of  malt,  wheat  and  rye,  may 
be  bought  for  16I.  and  will  alio 
make  200  gallons  of  proof  fpirit. 

The  refufe  from  the  carrots  will 
be  960  done,  which,  at  1  d.  per 
done,  will  fell  for  4 1. 

The  refufe  or  grains  from  the 
malt,  &c.  will  be  64  bulhels,  each 
bufhel  weighing  about  three  ftone, 
which,  at  1  d.  per  done,  will  fell 
for  1 6  s. 

The  Doctor,  however,  fuppofes, 
that  the  manufa&uring  of  the  fpirit 
from  carrots,  may  be  attended  with 
more  expence  than  the  manufadur¬ 
ing  of  it  from  malt;  but  imagines 
that  the  greater  value  of  the  refufe 
may  compenfate  for  that  expence, 
and  that  the  faving  of  corn  for  other 
purpofes,  is  an  objed  worthy  of  at¬ 
tention  and  of  encouragement. 
(Signed)  Joseph  Black. 

James  Russell. 
jpth  May,  1788.  James  Hutton. 

*  .1 


Succcfsful  Experiment  of  rearing 
Calves  wit  bout  Milk.  From  FranJ- 
adions  of  the  Bath  Society,  vol.  v. 

Tytherton,  Dec.  3,  1789. 

SIR, 

HE  following  is  as  near  a 
calculation  of  the  expences 
of  rearing  my  calves  without  milk, 
as  1  can  at  prefent  aftert.  In  the 
year  1787,  I  weaned  feventeen 
calves,  in  1788  twenty-three,  and 
in  1789,  fifteen  ditto.  I  bought  in 
1787,  tnree  lacks  of  linfeed;  I  put 
one  quart  of  the  feed  to  fix  quarts 
of  water,  which,  by  boiling  ten  mi¬ 
nutes,  became  a  good  jelly ;  this 
jelly  is  mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity 
of  the  tea  of  the  belt  hay  fteeped  in 
boiling  water. 

Having  my  calves  drop  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  I  did  not  make  an 
exad  calculation  of  the  expence  of 
this  hay  tea,  but  out  of  my  three 
facks  of  feed,  I  had  better  than  two 
bufliels  left  at  lad.  I  gave  them 
the  jelly  and  hay  tea  three  times  a 
day ;  to  the  boy  who  looked  after 
them  6  d.  per  day  ;  the  price  of  the 
linfeed  was  4s.  6  d.  per  bulhel ; 
the  whole  three  years  feed  2I.  5  s. 

My  calves  are  kept  in  a  good 
growing  date,  and  are  much  better 
at  this  time  than  my  neighbours* 
that  are  reared  by  milk ;  they  do 
not  fall  off  fo  much  when  they  come 
to  grafs. 

I  am  your  obedient  ftervant, 
T homas  Crook. 


General  Rules  for  the  Choice  of  Spec¬ 
tacles,  and  for  the  Prejervation  of 
the  Sight.  From  AdamM  Efdy 
on  Vifion. 

THE  mod  general,  and  perhaps 
the  bed  rule  that  can  be 

given. 
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given,  to  thofe  who  are  in  want  of 
affiftance  from  glaffes,  in  order  fo 
to  choofe  their  fpe&acles,  that  they 
may  fuit  the  ftate  of  their  eyes,  is 
to  prefer  thofe  which  fhew  obieCts 
neareft  their  natural  Hate,  neither 
enlarged  nor  diminiftied,  the  glades 
being  near  the  eye,  and  that  give  a 
blacknefs  and  diftin&nefs  to  the  let¬ 
ters  of  a  book,  neither  draining  the 
eye,  nor  cauftng  any  unnatural  ex¬ 
ertion  of  the  pupil. 

For,  no  fpeCtacles  can  be  faid  to 
be  properly  accommodated  to  the 
eyes,  which  do  not  procure  them 
eafe  and  reft  ;  if  they  fatigue  the 
eyes,  we  may  fafely  conclude,  either 
that  we  have  no  occafion  for  them, 
or  that  they  are  ill  made,  or  not 
proportioned  to  our  fight. 

Though,  in  the  choice  of  fpec- 
tacles,  every  one  muft  finally  deter¬ 
mine  for  himfelf,  which  are  the 
glaffes  through  which  he  obtains 
the  moil  diftinCl  vifion  :  vet  fome 
confidence  fhould  be  placed  in  the 
judgment  of  the  artift,  of  whom 
they  are  purchafed,  and  fome  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  his  directions.  By  try¬ 
ing  many  fpeCtacles  the  eye  is  fa¬ 
tigued,  as  the  pupil  varies  in  fize 
with  every  different  glafs,  and  the 
eye  endeavours  to  accommodate  it- 
felf  to  every  change  that  is  pro¬ 
duced.  Hence,  the  purchafer  often 
fixes  upon  a  pair  of  fpeClacles,  not 
the  beft  adapted  to  his  fight,  but 
thofe  which  feem  to  relieve  him 
moil,  while  his  eyes  are  in  a  forced 
and  unnatural  ftate  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  when  he  gets  home,  and 
they  are  returned  to  their  natural 
ftate,  he  finds  what  he  has  chofen 
fatiguing  and  injurious  to  his 
fight. 


Of  Prefervers ,  and  Rules  for  tht 
P refers aiion  of  the  Sight. 

Though  it  may  be  impoflible  to 
prevent  the  abfolute  decay  of  fight, 
whether  arifing  from  age,  partial 
difeafe,  or  illnefs,  yet  by  prudence 
and  good  management,  its  natural 
failure  may  certainly  be  retarded, 
and  the  general  habit  of  the  eyes 
ftrengthened,  which  good  purpofes 
will  be  promoted  by  a  proper  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  following  maxims. 

1.  Never  to  fit  for  any  length  of 
time  in  abfolute  gloom,  or  expofed 
to  a  blaze  of  light.  The  reafons 
on  which  this  rule  is  founded,  prove 
the  impropriety  of  going  haftily 
from  one  extreme  to  the  other, 
whether  of  darknefs  or  of  light,  and 
fhew  us,  that  a  fouthern  afpeCl  is 
improper  for  thofe  whofe  fight  is 
weak  and  tender. 

z.  To  avoid  reading'  a  fmall 
print. 

3.  Not  to  read  in  the  dufk  ;  nor, 
if  the  eyes  be  d bordered,  by  candle¬ 
light.  Happy  thole  who  learn  this 
leffon  betimes,  and  begin  to  pre- 
ferve  their  fight,  before  they  are 
reminded  by  pain,  of  the  neceflity 
of  fparing  them ;  the  frivolous  at¬ 
tention  to  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of 
the  evening,  has  coft  numbers  the 
perfeCl  and  comfortable  ufe  of  their 
eyes  for  many  years :  the  mifehief 
is  effected  imperceptibly,  the  con- 
fequences  are  inevitable. 

A 

4.  The  eye  fhould  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  dwell  on  glaring  obj'efts, 
more  particularly  on  firft  waking  in 
a  morning ;  the  fun  fhould  not  of 
courfe  be  fufferedv  to  fhine  in  the 
room  at  that  time,  and  a  moderate 
quantity  of  light  only  be  admitted. 
It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  for  the  fame 
reafons,  the  furniture  of  a  bed 
ihould  be  neither  altogether  of  a 
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white  or  red  colour ;  indeed,  thefe 
whofe  eyes  are  weak,  would  find 
eonfiderable  advantage  in  having 
green  for  the  furniture  of  their  bed¬ 
chamber.  Nature  confirms  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  advice  given  in  this 
rule  :  for  the  light  of  the  day  comes 
on  by  flow  degrees,  and  green  is  the 
univerfal  colour  fhe  prefents  to  our 
eyes. 

5.  The  long-figlited  fhould  ac- 
cuiiom  them  felves  to  read  with  ra¬ 
ther  lefs  light,  and  fomewhat  nearer 
to  the  eye,  than  what  they  naturally 
like;  while  thofe  that  are  Ihort- 
fighted,  fhould  rather  ufe  themfelves 
to  read  with  the  book  as  far  off  as 
polfible.  By  this  means,  both  would 
improve  and  ftrengthen  their  fight; 
while  a  contrary  courfe  will  increafe 
its  natural  imperfe&ions. 

There  is  nothing  which  preferves 
the  fight  longer,  than  always  ufmg. 
Both  in  reading  and  writing,  that 
moderate  degree  of  light  which  is 
hd l  fuited  to  the  eye ;  too  little 
Brains  them,  too  great  a  quantity 
dairies  and  confounds  them.  The 
eyes  are  lefs  hurt  by  the  want  of 
light,  than  by  the  excefs  of  it ;  too 
little  light  never  does  any  harm, 
unlefs  they  are  drained  by  efforts  to 
fee  objects,  to  which  the  degree  of 
light  is  inadequate;  but  too  great 
a  quantity  has,  by  its  own  power, 
defiroyed  the  fight.  Thus  many 
have  brought  on  themfelves  a  ca- 
taracl,  by  frequently  looking  at  the 
fun,  or  a  fire  ;  others  have  loft  their 
fight,  by  being  brought  too  fuddenly 
from  an  extreme  of  darknefs  into 
the  blaze  of  day.  How  dangerous 
the  looking  upon  bright  luminous 
objects  is  to  the  fight,  is  evident 
from  its  effe&s  in  thofe  countries 
which  are  covered  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  with  fnovv,  where  blind- 
nefs  is  exceeding  frequent,  and  where 
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the  traveller  is  obliged  to  cover  hla 
eyes  with  crape,  to  prevent  the 
dangerous,  and  often  fudden  effe&s 
of  too  much  light :  even  the  untu¬ 
tored  favage  tries,  to  avoid  the  dan¬ 
ger,  by  foaming  a  little  wooden 
cafe  for  his  eyes,  with  only  two  nar¬ 
row  Hits.  A  momentary  gaze  at 
the  fun  will,  for  a  time,  unfit  the 
eyes  for  vifion,  and  render  them  Jn-' 
fenfible  to  imprefiions  of  a  milder 
nature. 

The  following  cafes  from  a  final! 
trafo  on  the  “  Fabric  of  the  Eye” 
are  fo  applicable  to  the  prefen t  ar¬ 
ticle,  as  to  want  no  apology  for 
their  infertion  here  ;  though,  i  f  an  y 
were  necefiary,  the  ufe  they  will 
probably  be  of  to  thofe  whole  com¬ 
plaints  arife  from  the  fame  or  fimilar 
caufes,  would,  I  prefume,  be  more 
than  fufficient. 

“  A  lady  from  the  country,  com¬ 
ing  to  refi.de  in  St.  James’s  Square, 
was  airlifted  with  a  pain  in  her  eye, 
and  a  decay  of  fight.  She  could 
not  look  upon  the  fiones,  when  the 
fun  fhone  upon  them,  without  great 
pain.  This,  which  fhe  thought  was 
one  of  the  fymptoms  of  her  dis¬ 
order,  was  the  real  caufe  of  It.  Her 
eyes,  which  had  been  accuftomed 
to  the  verdure  of  the  country,  and 
the  green  of  the  pafture  grounds 
before  her  houfe,  could  not  bear  the 
violent  and  unnatural  glare  of  light 
reflefted  from  the  fiones ;  fhe  was 
advifed  to  place  a  number  of  fimall 
orange  trees  in  the  windows  fo  that 
their  tops  might  liide  the  pavement, 
and  be  in  a  line  with  the  grafs.  She 
recovered  by  this  fimple  change  in 
the  light,  without  the  afiifiance  of 
any  medicine;  though  her  eyes  were 
before  on  the  verge  of  little  lefs 
than  blindnefs.” 

f£  A  gentleman  of  the  law  had 
his  lodgings  in  Pall  Mall,  on  the 
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north  fide,  his  front  windows  were 
expofed  to  the  full  noon  fun,  while 
the  back  room,  having  no  opening, 
but  into  a  fmall  dole  yard,  fur- 
rounded  with  high  walls,  was  very 
dark  ;  he  wrote  in  the  back  room, 
and  ufed  to  come  from  that  into  the 
front  room  to  breakfaft,  &c.  His 
fight  grew  weak,  and  he  had  a  con- 
ftant  pain  in  the  ball„s  of  his  eyes ; 
he  tried  vifual  glaffes,  and  fpoke 
with  oculiits,  equally  in  vain.  Be¬ 
ing  foon  convinced,  that  the  coming 
fuddenly  out  of  his  dufky  ftudy,  into 
the  full  blaze  of  fun-fhine,  and  that 
very  often  in  the  day,  had  been  the 
real  caufe  of  his  diforder ;  he  took 
hew  lodgings,  by  which,  and  for¬ 
bearing  to  write  by  candle-light,  he 
was  very  foon  cured.5’ 

Blindnefs,  or  at  leaf!;  miferable 
weaknefles  of  light,  are  often  brought 
on  by  thefe  unfufpedted  caufes. 
Thofe  who  have  weak  eyes,  lhould 
therefore  be  particularly  attentive  to 
fuch  circumftances,  fmce  prevention 
Js  eafy,  but  the  cure  may  be  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  fometimes  impra&icabfe. 


When  the  eye  fenlibly  flattens,  all 
delay  is  dangerous ;  and  the  longer 
thofe  who  feel  the  want  of  affiftance, 
defer  the  ufe  of  fpeftacles,  the  more 
they  will  increafe  the  failure  of  the 
eye  ;  there  are  too  many  who  pro- 
cjraftinate  the  ufe  of  them,  till  at 
laft  they  are  obliged  to  ufe  glafles 
of  ten  or  twelve  inches  focus,  in- 
flead  of  thofe  of  36  or  40,  which 
would  otherwife  have  fuited  them  ; 
thus  preferring  a  real  evil,  to  avoid 
one  that  is  imaginary.  Mr.  Tho- 
min  mentions  feveral  deplorable 
cafes  of  this  kind,  particularly  one 
of  a  lady,  who,  through  falfe  fhame, 
had  abftained  from  wearing  lpe6ta- 
cles  fo  long  a  time,  that  at  laft  it 
was  impoffible  to  fuit  her,  but  with 
thofe  adapted  to  eyes  that  have  been 
couched.  Whereas  the  inftances 
are  numerous  of  thofe  who,  by  ufing 
glafles  of  a  long  focus  at  the  firft 
approaches  of  long-lightednefs,  have 
brought  back  their  eyes  to  their 
natural  light,  and  been  able  to  lay 
afide  their  fpeftacles  for  years. 
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Obfernmiions  on  the  late  continuance 
of  the  ufe  of  Torture  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain;  by  George  Chalmers*  Efq ; 
from  Archaeologia,  vol.  x. 

IPrefamed  to  think,  that  what¬ 
ever  had  a  tendency  to  trace  the 
inodes  of  our  government,  or  to 
mark  the  improvement  of  our  free¬ 
dom,  would  not  be  deemed  by  you 
altogether  unworthy  of  your  learned 
curiofity.  And  I  was  thus  induced 
to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
warrant  of  the  privy  council,  as  late 
as  1620,  for  ufng  torture  on  a  perfon, 
who  was  fufpeded  of  tieafon ;  which, 
as  a  link  conneding  former  pradice 
with  fubfequent  diffuetude,  may  be 
regarded  as  an  inftrudive  docu¬ 
ment. 

The  following  is  an  authentic 
copy  from  the  record  : 

“  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
“  Tower  of  London. 
t€  Whereas  Samuel  Peacock  was 
“  heretofore  committed  prifoner  to 
“  the  Marfhalfea,  and  that  now  it  is 
“  thought  fit  upon  vehement  fuf- 
fc  picion  of  high  treafon  again!!  his 
“  majefty’s  facred  perfon  to  remove 
him  thence,  and  to  commit  him 
“  to  the  Tower;  thefe  fhall  be 
“  therefore  to  will  and  require  you 
“  to  repair  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Marfhalfea,  and  there  to  receive 
“  from  the  keeper  of  .that  ho  ufe  the 
"  perfon  of  the  faid  Samuel  Pea- 
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tc  cock,  and  him  fa/el  yK'o  convej 
"  under  your  cuflody  unto,  the 
“  Tower  of  London,  where  yf  art 
“  to  keep  him  clofe  prifondLLnt-i 
“  further  order.  And  whereas  we 
“  have  thought  meet  to  nominate 
“  and  appoint  Sir  Henry  Montagu 
“  Knt.  Lord  Chief  juftice  of  the 
“  King’s  Bench,  Sir  Thomas  Co- 
“  ventry,  Knt.  his  Majefty’s  Soli- 
“  citor  General,  and  yourfelf,  tc 
“  examine  the  faid  Peacock,  for  the 
“  better  difeovery  of  the  truth  o: 
“  this  treafon;  this  fhall  be  like- 
“  wife  to  authorize  you,  or  an) 
“  two  of  you,  whereof  yourfelf  tc 
“  be  one,  to  examine  the  faid  Pea- 
"  cock  from  time  to  time,  and  tc 
“  put  him,  as  there  fhall  be  caufe, 
“  for  the  better  manifeftation  of  the 
“  truth,  to  the  torture,  either  of  the 
“  manacles,  or  the  rack;  for  whief 
“  this  fhall  be  your  warrant.  And 
<(  fo,  &c.  The  19th  of  February^ 
"  1619.” 

Allow  me  to  fubjoin  a  few  ob- 
fervations.  The  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  who  was  thus  entrufied,  was 
Sir  Allen  Apfley.  Th^  privy  coun- 
fellors,  who  direded  that  meafure, 
and  figned  that  warrant,  were  the 
lord  chancellor  Bacon,  the  earl  oi 
Worcefter,  who  was  then  lord 
privy  feal,  the  earl  of  Arundell, 
the  lord  Carew,  lord  Digby,  Mr. 
Secretary  Naunton,  and  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  who,  after  he  had  ceafed  to 

he 
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be  chief  juftice,  as  a  privy  council 
lor  fomet»mes  fanftioned  prafticesi 
ikvhich.  lie  fived  to  condemn  as  a 
writer. 

But  the  filerice  of  the  record  does 
not  allo\y  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
king  was  either  prelent,  or  knew  of 
this  tranfaftion. 

When  Sir  Edward  Coke  pub- 
lilhed  his  fecond  Inftitutei  he  gave 
it  as  his  .minion,  that  torture  was 
prohibit^ .  by  the  following  words 
of  the  great  Charter  :  “  Nullus  liber 
il  hoijio  aliquo  modo  dejlruatur  nifi  per 
<s  ^ale  judicium  parium  fuorum^  aut 
“  per  legem  terrde .”  Neverthelefs 

I  fear,  that  if  our  criminal  proceed¬ 
ings,  from  that  great  epoch  to  the 
acceffion  of  the  Tudor  family,  were 
fearched  with  malicious  diligence, 
many  inftances  of  torture  would  be 
found,  though  Magna  Charta  was, 
meanwile,  confirmed  by  feveral  fta- 
tutes.  During  the  reigns  of  the 
T udors*  torture  was  often  ufed  upon 
flight  occafions.  Lord  Bacon  re¬ 
lates  of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  when 
flie  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  a 
book  was  really  written  by  the  per- 
fon  whofe  name  it  bore,  Ihe  faid 
with  great  indignation,  that  Ihe 
would  have  him  racked,  to  produce 
hi£  author.  I  replied,  “  Nay, 
"  Madam,  he  is  a  dodor,  never 
“  rack  his  perfon,  rack  his  ftyle; 
“  let  him  have  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
“  and  help  of  books*  and  be  en- 
te  joined  to  continue  his  ftory,  and 
u  I  will  undertake,  by  collating 
i(  the  ftyles,  to  judge  whether  he 
“  Were  the  author.”  The  rack  was 
(hewn  to  Guy  Fawkes  on  his  ex¬ 
amination,  as  king  James  himfelf 
relates.  Torture  was  ufed  on  Pea¬ 
cock  in  i6zo,  as  the  warrant  before- 
mentioned  evinces.  When  Felton 
aflaflinatedBuckingham  in  1628,  and 
the  queftion  was  propofed  for  dif- 
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covering  his  accomplices,  the  judges 
declared,  that  confident  with  law 
torture  could  not  be  ufed,  as  Rufli- 
worth  has  recorded. 

Such  was  the  former  pradice; 
and  fuch  the  happy  difufe  of  tor¬ 
ture  in  England  1  Yet,  in  Scotland, 
the  rack  continued  to  terrify  and 
debafe  the  people  for  ages  after¬ 
wards.  Sir  George  Mackenzie  has 
a  whole  chapter  Of  Torture  \  {hewing 
that  the  privy  council,  or  the  fu- 
preme  judges,  could  only  ufe  the 
rack  ;  how  thofe  were  punifhed  who 
infiided  torture  nnjuftly;  and  who 
were  the  perfons  that  the  law  ex¬ 
empted  :  and  he  infills,  that  all  law¬ 
yers  were  of  opinion,  that  even  after 
fentence  criminals  might  be  tor¬ 
tured,  for  knowing  their  accom¬ 
plices.  Yet,  he  {hews  incidentally^ 
that  though  the  pradice  of  torture 
continued  in  Scotland  till  the  revo¬ 
lution,  yet  the  privy  council  refufed 
ill  1 666,  to  order  the  covenanters  td 
be  racked  after  condemnation ;  af 
figning  as  a  reafon :  “  Nam  pojl  con- 
t(  demnaiionem,  judices  fundi  funt  of- 
“  ficioN  The  learned  lord  Stair  con¬ 
firms  what  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
had  thus  laid  down  before  him. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  when 
the  parliament  of  Scotland  framed 
their  claim  of  right,  in  April  1689^ 
they  only  declared,  that  the  ufing 
torture,  without  evidence,  or  in  or¬ 
dinary  crimes,  is  contrary  to  law. 
1 1  requires  no  elaborate  commentary 
to  prove,  that  when  there  was  evi¬ 
dence  of  extraordinary  crimes,  tor¬ 
ture  might  {bill  be  lawfully  ufed  in 
Scotland  fubfeqnent  to  the  revolu¬ 
tion.  It  was  the  union,  .and  the  fa* 
liitary  fpirit  which  that  happy  mea- 
fure  brought  with  it,  that  freed 
Scotland  from  the  danger  and  re¬ 
proach  of  ufing  torture  in  any  cafe. 
And  it  was  the  aft  of  the  Britifii 

H  parliament 
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parliament  which  was  paffed,  in 
I  70 %,for  improving  the  union  of  the 
t'voc  kingdoms,  that  put  an  end  to 
torture,  by  enacting,  among  other 
favourable  regulations,  that  no  per- 
fon  accufed  of  any  crime  in  Scot¬ 
land  fhall  be  liable  to  torture. 


Defcription  of  the  Great  Pagoda  of 
Madura,  and  the  Choultry  of  T ri- 
mul  Naikv  hy  Mr.  Blackader. 
From  the  fame. 

U RI'N G  my  refid ence  in  India, 
¥  I  was-  ftationed  for  feveral 
years  at  Madura,  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft,  about  three  hundred  miles 
from  fort  St.  George,  and  about  fe- 
ventv  miles  from  the  fea. 

In  this  diftrict  there  are  fituated 
fome  of  the  mo  ft  magnificent  build¬ 
ings  now  to  be  met  with  in  India, 
whether  we  confider  their  immenfe 
fize,  or  the  richnefs  of  the  workman- 
firip ;  and  thefe  edifices  are  render¬ 
ed  objects  of  great  curiofity  to  the 
European  obferver,  by  the  Angu¬ 
larity  of  their  archi tenure,  which  is 
different  from  any  thing  to  be  feen 
in  other  countries.  I  was  much 
ftruck  with  thefe  remarkable  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  Hindoo  tafte  and. 
*  grandeur.  What  added  to  my  afto- 
niihment  was  the  incredible  labour 
which  muft  have  attended  their  erec¬ 
tion,  from  the  ignorance  of  the  na¬ 
tives  in  the  application  of  the' me¬ 
chanical  powers ;  fo  that  I  became 
particularly  felicitous  to  have  it  in- 
my  power  to  convey  fome  idea  of 
tnem  to  thofe  who  make  antiquities 
more  particularly  their  ftudy. 

^  i  he  religion  of  the  Hindoos  con- 
lifts  of  - the  worihip  of  only  one  deity, 
but  the  names  by  which  he  is  known 
in  different  diftri&s  ar£  very  nu¬ 


merous,  as  are  alfo  the  various  fon?»5' 
under  which  he  is  reprefented.  In? 
honour  of  this  deity  an  edifice  or 
temple  is  ere&ed;  in  the  centre  is 
placed  his  image,  before  which  the 
religious  ceremonies  of  the  priefts 
are  performed.  The  building  is  in 
general  fmall,  and  fituated  in  an  ared. 
or  open  fpace,  enclofedBy  one  or 
more  walls  of  a  fufficient  height 
almoft  wholly  to  conceal  it.  Be- 
fides  the  temple,  there  is  a  very  larger 
and  high  building  which  makes  a 
part  of  the  wall,  being  half  enclofed 
by  it,  through  which  is  the  entrance' 
into  the  area.  This  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  afteeple,  not  being  intend¬ 
ed  for  any  other,  purpofe  than  that 
of  attracting  the  public  attention, 
having  only  -  a,  fmall  apartment  in 
each  ftory,  and  a  ftaircafe  leading  to 
the  top.  Thefe  two  buildings  are 
fimilar  in  fhape  externally,  differ¬ 
ing  only  in.  fize.  The  fmalleit 
building  contains  the  apartment  for 
the  adoration  of  the  deity,  which 
is  lighted  by  lamps,  there  being  na 
openings  to  admit  the  light;  and  the 
larger  one  at  the  lower  part  forms  a 
magnificent  gateway  or  entrance 
quite  through  it,  each  ftory  having 
fmall  lateral,  window. 

The  inftde  of  the  wall  enclofing 
the  area  has  fometimes  a  fingle  or 
double  colonade  all  round;  which 
being  covered  over,  the  top  forms 
a  parapet  for  the  purpofes  of  defence 
in  time  of  war. 

As  the  temples  are  by  much  tool 
fmall  to  contain  the  ere  at  concourfe 
of  people  who  come  to  celebrate  the 
public  feftivals  and  worfhip  the 
deity,  there  is  in  general  a  large 
building  for  that  purpofe  attached 
to  it,  called  a  choultry ,  which  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  number  of  columns  at 
certain  diftances,  and  covered  with 
a  flat  roof ;  thefe  vary  in  number 
%  "  an  & 
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net  magnificence  according  to  the 
ichnefs  of  the  church. 

The  relative  fituation  which  thefe 
uildings  have  to  each  other  being 
xplained,  J.  (hall  proceed  to  a  more 
articular  deicription  of  the  temple 
nd  choultry  at  Madura. 

The  temple  is  facred  to  the  deity 
aider  the  name  of  Chocalingam ;  and 
ndeed  the  fame  name  (that  of  Lin - 
ram )  is  adopted  all  over  India. 

The  image  or  reprefentation  of 
he  deity  is  placed  in  the  middle  of 
he  apartment  facing  the  door.  It 
s  a  block  of  black  granite,  about 
bur  feet  high,  of  a  conic  fhape> 
vith  the  outlines  of  a  human  face 
>n  the  top,  and  a  gold  arch  over  it, 
:arved  in  open  work,  refembling  the 
;lory. 

This  figure  is  never  moved  from 
ts  place;  but  the  bramins  upon  par- 
icular  occafions  bring  out  a  repre- 
entation  of  the  deity  to  gratify  the 
mblic,  at  which  time  he  is  fuppofed 
:o  have  affumed  a  human  form,  of 
ibout  three  feet  in  height,  with  four 
irms,  made  of  gold,  and  in  a  very 
angular  manner  richly  ornamented 
vith  jewels  and  filks. 

This  image  is  carried  on  men’s 
boulders  in  this  form  feated  on  a 
:hrone,  attended  by  the  bramins  as 
his  fervants,  and  feldom  appears  in 
public  without  being  accompanied 
by  his  wife  Minachie. 

The  temple  is  four  dories  high, 
and  meafures  about  fixty-eight  feet, 
and  at  the  bafe  forty-three  feet 
fquare,  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  py¬ 
ramid  ;  the  firft  dory  is  of  done,  be¬ 
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ing  much  the  larged ;  the  others  are 
of  brick,  covered  oter  with  a  par* 
ticular  kind  of  plaider  called  fbu- 
nam* ,  becoming  fmaller  as  they 
grow  up ;  the  upper  dory  being  co¬ 
vered  with  copper  very  richly  gilt. 
The  external  iurface  is  ornamented 
every  where  with  different  repre- 
fentations  of  the  deity  and  panda- 
rams ,  or  religious  beggars,  inter- 
fperfed  .with  animals.  The  bafe  of 
the  figures  is  brick,  and  the  other 
part  plaider,  or  c  bun  am ,  which  takes 
a  fine  polidi,  and  is  very  durable. 
Mod  of  the  dories  are  very  obfeure? 
and  fabulous. 

The  temple  is  fufiiciently  large  for 
the  performance  of  the  religious 
ceremonies,  which  is  the  bufmefs  of 
the  bramins,  and  confids  chiefiy  in 
wadiing  the  figure  with  water,  an- 
nointing  it  with  oil,  burning  per¬ 
fumes,  and  decorating  it  with  dow¬ 
ers.  Thefe  ceremonies  are  per¬ 
formed  daily,  with  mufic  and  dana- 
ing  f .  . 

All  thofe  who  come  to  pay  their, 
devotions  do  not  enter  the  temple ; 
but  fome  make  their  applications  in 
the  area,  being  fatisfied  if  they  fee 
the  figure. 

Heretics  ate  neter  admitted  into 
the  temple,  nor  even  into  the  area  ; 
and,  fhould  it  ever  happen,  the  place 
is  defiled,  and  to  purify  it  the  bra¬ 
mins  perform  certain  ceremonies, 
which  cohfid  in  rubbing  the  walls 
with  cow  dung,  fprinklmg  them 
with  the  urine,  and  making  an  of¬ 
fering. 

The  outer  building  or  deeple  is 


*  Mortar  made  of  pounded  alabader  or  fhells  beat,  mixed  with  thin  fyrup  to 

make  it  adhere.  _  . 

-f-  Every  temple,  whole  revenues  can  afford  it,  has  a  fet  of  dancing  gnls  and, 
mufic  men  dependent  on  it,  who  are  flaves  to  the  pagodas,  and  bear  the  matk  of. 
the  temple,  which  is  a  trident  burnt  on  their  right  arm.  They  do  not  rehde  in. the 
temple,  but  mud  attend  whenever  required.  The  number  ot  girls’ attached  to  thi*^ 
temple  at  Madras  is  about  300, 

H  % 
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built  in  the  fame  manner,  and  has 
the  fame  ornaments  as  the  temple ; 
it  is  162  feet  high,  116  broad  at 
tjie  bafe,  and  64  m  thicknefs.  There 
is  no  particular  purpofe  to  which  it 
is  appropriated  that  I  could  ever  , 
find  out;  yet  there  is  this  curious 
circumftance  refpe&ing  it,  that,  in 
the  difputes  between  the  church  and 
the  government,  which  are  of  a  feri- 
ous  nature,  fome  enthufiaft  goes  up 
in  great  form  with  mufic  to  the  top 
of  it,  and  makes  a  vow,  that,  if  the 
difpute  is  not  fettled  in  a  certain 
time,  he  will  throw  himfelf  from 
the  pinnacle.  The  dread  of  having 
this  man’s  blood  upon  their  heads 
generally  brings  about  an  accommo¬ 
dation;  and  I  have  only  heard  of 
one  indance  where  he  was  under  the 
neeedity  of  fulfilling  his  vow. 

The  area  which  contains  the  tem¬ 
ple  is  nearly  500  yards  fquare. 

The  age  and  founder  of  thefe 
buildings  is  not  to  be  afeertained,  as 
the  bramins  conceal  the  dates,  from 
an  idea  that  their,  great  antiquity  in- 
creafes  the  veneration  of  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

Choultries  are  not  only  annexed 
to  temples,  but  built  in  different 
places  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers,  and  are  frequently  en¬ 
dowed  with  revenues  by  charitable 
perfons  for  the  purpofe  of  didribut- 
ing  provifions.  They  are  generally 
built  of  done,  with  a  flat  or  terraced 
roof  of  the  fame  materials ;  they 
have  commonly  three  fides  fhut  out 
from  the  weather,  and  the  one  left 
open  is  generally  that  facing  the 
fouth  or  north,  but  more  commonly 
the  north,  by  which  means  neither 
the  fun,  nor  the  unvvholefome  winds 
that  blow  in  March  and  April,  can 
incommode  the  inhabitants. 

The  great  choultry  of  Timid  Naik 
was  begun  in  the  fecond  year  of  his 
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reign,  in  the  year  1623,  and  was1 
finifhed  in  twenty-two  years,  and  is 
laid  to  have  cod  above  a  million 
fterling ;  but  it  is  to  be  imderllood, 
that  every  village  was  obliged  to 
fend  a  certain  number  of  wo  kmen, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  were  fubfided,  but  re¬ 
ceived  no  wages,  which  considerably 
diminifhed  the  expence. 

It  is  built  of  an  oblong  fquare 
form,  and  confifts  of  1 24  pillars  of 
done  placed  in  four  rows.  The 
manner  of  executing  it  was  as  fol- 
lows.  They  dug  pits  at  dated  dis¬ 
tances  down  to  fand  for  a  founda¬ 
tion,  in  which  they  placed  their  pil¬ 
lars,  which  are  compofed  only  of 
one  done  roughly  cut  before  they 
were  fixed  in  thefe  pits ;  and  when 
they  were  all  arranged,  the  diderent 
figures  were  carved  upon  them. 
When  they  did  not  find  fand  or  gra¬ 
vel,  they  put  in  fand,  and  rammed 
it  well  down  before  they  placed  the 
columns. 

The  pillars  are  twenty  feet  high ; 
over  thefe  pillars  were  p]aced  the 
capitals,  that  are  compofed  of  a 
number  of  dones  geometrically 
placed,  fo  as  to  lefl'en  the  breadth  of 
roof,  which  they  do  confiderably. 

The  roof  itfelf  is  compofed  of 
long  dones,  reaching  from  capital  to 
capital,  which  Jeeing  very  heavy,  and 
from  their  length  liable  to  accidents, 
they  were  railed  to  their  places  in 
the  following  manner :  the  fpace 
between  the  pillars,  as  high  as  the 
top  of  the  capital,  was  fo  filled  with 
earth,  as  to  form  an  inclined  plane, 
along  which  the  dones  were  rolled 
up  to  their  fituation,  and  the  earth 
afterwards  removed.  Thefe  dones 
are  again  covered  with  a  layer  of 
bricks  cemented  by  chunam. 

The  pillars  are  curioufly  carved 
with  different  figures,  reprefenting 

dories 
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ftories  conne&ed  with  their  religion, 
and  the  family  of  the  founder  of  the 
choultry,  with  a  number  of  devices 
of  the 'workmen’s  own  invention. 

I  took  the  trouble  of  procuring 
copies  of  the  defc.  iptions  of  the 
different  columns,  as  regiftered  in 
the  accounts  of  the  temple,  and  of 
having  them  literally  tranflated  ; 
and  lhall  annex  a  deftription  of  two 
or  three  of  the  pillars,  as  affording 
a  fpecimen  of  their  ridiculous  and 
abfurd  notions  refpe&ing  religious 
kiffory. 

Deftription  eft  the  Founder's  Pillar. 

This  pillar  reprefents  Trimul 
Naik  with  his  four  wives,  two  on 
each  fide,  in  a  fupplicating  pofture  ; 
the  firit  was  daughter  to  Ergi  Ra- 
guah,  king  of  Tanjour;  the  fecond 
was  daughter  to  the  king  of  Tra- 
vencore  ;  the  other  two  were  daugh¬ 
ters  to  independent  polligars.  The 
firft  has  a  mark  on  her  thigh,  which 
was  a  wound  fhe  received  from  her 
hufband  by  a  creefe,  for  faying, 
when  he  afked  her  opinion  of  Ids 
palace,  that  it  was  not  equal  to  her 
father’s  neceffary.  There  are  two 
other  figures  behind  of  young  wo¬ 
men  betrothed  to  him.  They  are 
all  richly  dreffed,  and  as  large  as 
life.  Below  thefe  are  fome  figures 
of  the  women  of  his  haram,  of 
which  he  hdd  560,  with  attend¬ 
ants. 

Another  pillar  reprefents  the  ra¬ 
jah  Pundi,  when  he  reigned  in  Ma¬ 
dura.  He  went  a  hunting  to  the 
weft  ward,  to  a  village  ten  miles 
from  Madura,  in  a  wood  abound¬ 
ing  with  wild  hogs,  whore  he  met  a 
boar  and  a  fow,  with  twelve  pigs. 
The  boar  killed  feveral  of  his  at¬ 
tendants,  upon  which  the  rajah  fliot 
him  with  an  arrow,  which  enraged 
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the  female,  who  wounded  feveral 
of  his  people,  and  was  herfdsf  like- 
wife  killed  by  the  rajah  ;  the  young 
pigs  being  deftitute,  Menachie,  wife 
to  Chocalingam,  begged  her  huf¬ 
band  to  fupport  the  pigs,  which  he 
agreed  to  do>  and  gave  them  fuck 
under  the  form  of  a  fow.  The  effect 
of  the  god’s  milk  was  fuch  as  made 
their;  reafonable  beings,  and  their 
bodies  became  as  men,  but  ftill  re¬ 
taining  the  heads  of  pigs.  Choca¬ 
lingam  afterwards  made  the  rajah 
fupport  thefe  twelve  pigs  as  princes 
in  his  palace. 

Another  pillar  reprefents  Abiche 
Pundiam,  rajah  of  Madura,  paying 
his  devotions  to  Chocalingam,  which 
pleafed  the  fwamy  (or  deity)  fo 
much,  that  he  metamorphofedhimfelf 
into  a  pandaram,  who  came  and  per-, 
formed  miracles  in  Madura  ;  mak¬ 
ing  the  old  young,  and  the  young 
old ;  giving  fight  to  the  blind  ;  and 
moving  large  trees,  Sec.  The  rajah, 
hearing  of  this,  fent  for  the  panda¬ 
ram,  who  refufed  to  come  to  him, 
but  met  the  rajah  in  one  of  the 
paftages  coming  from  his  devotions; 
when  the  rajah  afked  him  of  the 
miracles  he  could  perform,  of  which 
he  had  heard  fo  much  ;  and  begged 
him  to  make  the  ftone  elephant 
come  down  and  eat  the  fugar-cane 
he  held  in  his  hand,  which  the  pan¬ 
daram  immediately  did.  The  rajah, 
much  furprized,  con  felled  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  Chocalingam. 

There  are  not  only  in  the  choul¬ 
tries,  but  alfo  on  the  pagodas, 
many  indecent  figures,  which  are 
not  connected  with  religion,  but 
carved  purppfely  to  divert  the.  at¬ 
tention,  and  prevent  the  mind  of 
the  beholders  from  being  envious, 
as  their  iUperftition  leads  them  to 
fuppoie  that  envy  can  hurt,  the  build*- 
ing.  .  •  ’• 
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It  is  a  curious  circumftance,  that, 
If  any  perfon,  having  begun  one  of 
thefe  public  buildings,  fhould  die 
before  the  completion,  nobody  will 
afterwards  add  a  fingle  Hone,  as  it 
would  not  convey  his  name  to  pof- 
terity,  but  that  of  the  original 
founder. 

The  founder  of  this  choultry  lived 
to  compleat  four  of  the  largeft  build¬ 
ings  in  India.  This  choultry,  a 
pagoda,  a  tank  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  fquare,  twenty  feet  deep,  and 
faced  with  ftone,  and  a  grand  palace 
ornamented  with  beautiful  black 
granite  pillars,  fome  of  which  are 
twenty  feet  high,  cut  out  of  one 
Hone. 


Of  the  Antiquity  of  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  ;  from  Mr.  Pennant's  Account. 

IT  was  from  the  merchants  who 
frequented  our  ports  that  Casfar 
received  the  frit  intelligence  of  the 
nature  of  our  country,  which  in¬ 
duced  him  to  undertake  the  invalion 
of  Britain,  and  which  in  after-times 
layed  the  foundation  of  its  conqueft 
by  the  Romans, 

There  is  not  the  leaft  reafon  to 
doubt  but  that  London  exifted  at 
that  period,  and  was  a  place  of 
much  refort.  It  flood  in  fuch  a 
filiation  as  the  Britons  would  feleift, 
according  to  the  rule  they  eftablilh- 
ed.  An  immenfe  foreft  originally 
extended  to- the  river  fide,  and  even 
as  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  co¬ 
vered  the  northern  neighbourhood 
of  the  city,  and  was  filled  with  va¬ 
rious  fpecies  of  beaks  of  chace.  It 
was  defended  naturally  by  foffes ; 
one  formed  by  the  creek  which  ran 
along  Fleet-ditch,  the  other,  after¬ 
wards  known  by  that  of  Walbrook, 
The  fouth  fide  was  guarded  by  the 


Thames.  The  north  they '  might 
think  fufficiently  protected  by  the 
adjacent  foreft.  ' 

Near  St.  Swithin’s  church  is  a 
remnant  of  antiquity,  which  fome 
have  fuppofed  to  have  been  Britilh  ; 
a  Hone,  which  might  have  formed 
a  part  of  a  Druidical  circle,  or  fome 
other  objeft  of  the  ancient  religion, 
as  it  is  placed  near  the  center  of 
the  Roman  preempts.  Others  have 
conjectured  it  to  have  been  a  milli- 
ary  ftone,  and  to  have  ferved  as  a 
ftandard,  from  which  they  began  to 
compute  their  miles.  This  feems 
very  reafonable,  as  the  diltances 
from  the  neighbouring  places  co¬ 
incide  very  exaCtly.  At  all  times 
it  has  been  preferved  with  great 
care,  was  placed  deep  in  the  ground, 
and  ftrongly  faftened  with  bars  of 
iron.  It  feems  preferved  like  the 
Palladium  of  the  city.  It  is  at 
prefent  cafed  like  a  relique,  within 
free-ftone,  with  a  hole  left  in  the 
middle,  which  difcovers  the  origi¬ 
nal.  Certainly  fuperftitious  refpeCt 
had  been  payed  to  it ;  for  when  the 
notorious  rebel  Jack  Cade  palled  by 
it,  after  he  had  forced  his  way  into 
the  city,  he  ftruck  his  fword  on 
London  ftone,  faying,  “  Now  is 
Mortimer  lord  of  this  citie;”  as  if 
that  had  been  a  cuftomary  ceremony 
of  taking  pofleflion. 

There  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  Romans  pofiefled  them- 
felves  of  London  in  the  reign  Cyf 
Claudius ;  under  whom  Aulus  Plau- 
tius  took  Camalodunum,  the  prefen  t 
Maldon,  in  Eftex,  and  planted  there 
a  colony,  confifting  of  veterans  of 
the  fourteenth  legion,  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  five  years  after  the  firft  in- 
vafion  of  our  ifland  by  Casfar.  This 
was  the  firft  footing  the  Romans 
had  in  Britain.  It  feems  certain 
that  London  and  Verulam  were 
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taken  poiTeffion  of  about  the  fame 
time ;  but  the  laft  clames  the  honor 
of  being  of  a  far  earlier  date,  more 
opulent,  populous,  and  a  royal  feat 
before  the  conqueft  of  Britain.  Ca- 
malodunum  was  nriade  a  Colonia,,  or 
a  place  governed  entirely  by  Ro¬ 
man  laws  and  cufloms  ;  Verula- 
piium,  a  Municipium,  in  which  the 
natives  were  honored  with  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Roman  citizens,  and  en¬ 
joyed  their  own  laws  and  confli- 
tutions ;  and  Londinuin  only  a  Prae- 
fedura,  the  inhabitants,  a  mixture 
of  Romans  and  Britons,  being  fuf- 
fered  to  enjoy  no  more  than  the 
name  of  citizens  of  Rome,  being  go¬ 
verned  by  proefeds  fent  annually 
from  thence,  without  having  either 
their  own  laws  or  magi  ft  rates.  It  was 
even  then  of  fuch  concourfe,  and 
fuch  vaft  trade,  that  the  wife  con¬ 
querors  did  not  think  fit  to  trail  the 
inhabitants  with  the  fame  privileges 
as  other  places,  of  which  they  had 
lefs  reafon  to  be  jealous. 

There  is  no  mention  of  .this  im¬ 
portant  place,  till  the  reign  of 
Nero;  when  Tacitus  (peaks  of  it 
as  not  having  been  diftinguifhed 
as  a  colony,  but  famous  for  its  great 
concourfe  of  merchants,  and  its  vaft 
commerce :  this  indicates,  at  led, 
that  London  had  been  at  that  time 
.of  fome  antiquity  as  a  trading 
town,  and  founded  long  before  the 
reign  of  that  emperor.  The  ex¬ 
ports  from  hence  were  cattle,  hides, 
and  corn ;  dogs  made  a  fmall  arti¬ 
cle  ;  and,  let  me  add,  that  fiaves 
were  a  confiderable  objed.  Our 
internal  parts  were  on  a  level  with 
the  African  flave  coafls ;  and  wars 
among  (the  petty  monarchs  were 
promoted  for  the  fake  of  a  traffic 
now  fo  ftrongly  controverted.  The 
imports  were  at  ffrfi  fait,  earthen 
'ware,  and  works  in  brafs,  polifhed 


bits  of  bones  emulating  ivory, 
horfe-collars,  toys  of  amber,  and 
glaffes,  and  other  articles  of  the 
fame  material.  We  need  not  infill 
on  the  commerce  of  this  period, 
for  there  was  a  great  trade  carried 
on  with  the  Gauls  in  the  days  of 
Cseffir  :  that  celebrated  invader  af- 
figning,  as  his  reafon  for  attempt¬ 
ing  this  ifland,  the  vail  fupplies 
which  we  gave  to  his  Gaulifh  ene¬ 
mies,  and  which  interrupted  his  con¬ 
quers  on  the  continent. 

When  the  Romans  became  maf- 
lers  of  London,  they  enlarged  the 
precinds,  and  altered  their  form. 
It  extended  in  length  from  Lud- 
gate-hill  to  a  fpot  a  little  beyond 
the  Tower.  The  breadth  was  not 
half  equal  to  the  length,  and  at 
each  end  grew  conliderably  nar¬ 
rower.  The  time  in  which  the  wall 
was  built  is  very  uncertain.  Some 
aferibe  the  work  to  Conflantine  the 
great.  Maitland,  to  Theodofius, 
governor  of  Britain  in  369.  Pof- 
fibly  their  founder  might  have  been 
Conflantine,  as  numbers  of  coins  of 
his  mother  Helena  have  been  dif- 
covered  under  them,  placed  there 
by  him  in  compliment  to  her.  To 
fupport  this  conjedure,  we  may 
lirengthen  it  by  faying,  that  in  hp- 
nor  of  this  emprefs,  the  city,  about 
that  time,  received  from  her  the 
tilte  of  Augulla ;  which,  for  fome 
time,  fuperfeded  the  antient  one  of 
Londinium.  Long  before  this  pe¬ 
riod,  it  was  fully  Romanized,  and 
the  cufloms,  manners,  buildings,  and 
arts  of  the  conqueror  adopted.  The 
commerce  of  the  empire  flowed  in 
regularly;  came  in  a  dired  channel 
from  the  feveral  parts  then  known, 
not  as  in  the  earlier  days  (when 
deferibed  by  Strabo)  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  other  nations ;  for  till 
the  fettlement  of  the  R6man  con- 
H  4  quell. 
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queB,  nothing  could  come  imme¬ 
diately  from  Italy.  The  antient 
coarfe  of  the  walls  was  as  follows : 
—It  began  with  a  fort  near  the 
prefent  fite  of  the  Tower,  was  con¬ 
tinued  along  the  Minories,  and  the 
back  of  Houndfditch,  acrofs  Bi~ 
fhcpfgate-Breet,  in  a  Brait  line  by 
London-wall  to  Cripplegate ;  then 
returned  fouthward  by  Crowder’s 
Well  Alley,  (where  l'everal  rem¬ 
nants  of  lofty  towers  were  lately 
to  be  feen)  to  Alderfgate;  thence 
along  the  back  of  Bull-and-mouth- 
Breet  to  Newgate,  and  again  along 
the  back  of  the  houfes  in  the  Old 
Bailey  to  Ludgate;  feon  after  which 
it  probably  finifhed  with  another 
fort,  where  the  lioufe,  late  the  king’s 
printing  houfe,  in  Black  Friars, 
now  Bands:  from  hence  another 
wall  ran  near  the  river-fide,  along 
Thames- Breet,  quite  to  the  fort  on 
the  eaBern  extremity.  In  another 
place  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  that  the  river  at  prefent  is 
moved  confiderably  more  to  the 
fouth,  than  it  was  in  the  times  in 
queBion. 

That  the  Romans  had  a  fort  on 
the  fpot  at  prefent  occupied  by  the 
Tower,  is  now  paB  doubt,  fmee  the 
difeovery  of  a  filver  ingot,  and 
three  golden  coins;  one  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Honorius,  the  others  of  Ar- 
cadius.  Its  weight  is  ten  ounces 
eight  grains  of  the  troy  pound.  In 
the  middle  is  Bruck,  in  Roman  let¬ 


ters. 


EX  CFFIC 


HONORII 


This  is  luppofed  to  have  come  from 
the  royal  mint,  then  at  ConB'antino- 


ple,  and  intended  to  afeertain  the 
purity  of  the  filver  coin,  that  might 
have  been  fent  over  with  it,  Hono¬ 
rius  reigning  over  the  empire  of 
the  weB,  as  Arcadius  did  over  that 
of  the  eaB.  This  was  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  Roman  power  in  Bri¬ 
tain.  The  coins  were  fuppofed  to 
have  been  part  of  the  money  fent 
to  pay  the  laB  legion  which  was 
ever  fent  to  the  afliBance  of  the 
Britons.  The  Tower  was  the  trea- 
fury  in  which  the  public  money 
was  depofited.  The  coins  are  in 
fine  prefervation.  On  the  reverfe 
is  an  armed  man  treading  on  a  cap¬ 
tive,  with  the  legend  VICTORIA 
A V GGG,  and  at  the  bottom 
C  O  N  O B.  The  BrB  alludes  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  legion  againB  the 
Pi&s  and  Scots.  CONOB.  may 
inter  d  Conftantinopoli  obfignata*. 

The  walls  were  three  miles  3 
hundred  and  fixty-five  feet  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  guarded  at  proper  dis¬ 
tances,  on  the  land  fide,  with,  fifteen 
lofty  towers;  fome  of  them  were 
remaining  within  thefe  few  years, 
and  poffibly  may  Bill.  Maitland 
mentions  one,  twenty-fix  feet  high, 
near  Gravel-lane,  on  the  WeB  fide  of 
Houndfditch;  another,  about  eighty 
paces  fouth-eaB  towards  Aldgatej 
and  the  bafes  of  another,  fupport- 
ing  a  modern  houfe,  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  Breet  called  the  Vine¬ 
yard,  fouth  of  Aldgate.  But  fmee 
his  publicatibn,  they  have  been  deV 
mol'ilhed,  fo  that  there  is  not  a 
trace  left.  The  walls,  when  per¬ 
fect,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
twenty-two  feet  high,  the  towers, 
forty.  Thefe, 'with  the  remnants 
of  the  wall,  proved  the  Roman 
Brufture,  by  the  tiles  and  difpofition 


*  tX'xhlran'ed  dcan  Mllks  s  effay  0n  thefe  fubieas  in  tltc  Archaelogia,  v.  p, 
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of  the  mafonry.  London- wall,  near 
Moorfields,  is  now  the  moft:  entire 
part  left  of  that  antient  precinCt. 

I  muft  not  omit  the  Barbican,  the 
fpecula  or  watch-tower  belonging 
to  every  fortified  place.  This  hood 
a  little  without  the  walls,  to  the 
north-weft  of  Cripplegate. 

The  gates,  which  received  the 
great  military  roads,  were  four. 
The  Praetorian  way,  the  Saxon 
Watling-ftreet,  puffed  under  one, 
on  the  Lite  of  the  late  Newgate ; 
veftiges  having  been  difcovered  of 
the  road  in  digging  above  Holborn- 
bridge  :  it  turned  down  to  Dow- 
gate,  or  more  properly  Dwr-gate  or 
Water-g&te,  where  there  was  a  tra- 
jeCtus  or  ferry,  to  join  it  to  the 
Watling-ftreet,  which  was  continued 
to  Dover.  The  Hermin-ftreet  palled 
under  Cripplegate;  and  a  vicinal 
way  went  under  Aldgate,  by  Bethnal 
Green,  towards  Oldfcrd,  a  pals 
pver  the  river  Lee  to  Duroleiton, 
the  modern  Leiton,"*in  Effex. 

In  moft  parts  of  antient  London, 
Roman  antiquities  have  been  found, 
whenever  it  has  been  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  dig  to  any  confiderable 
depth.  Beneath  the  old  Saint  Mary 
le  Bow  were  found  the  walls,  win¬ 
dows,  and  pavement  of  a  Roman 
temple ;  and.  not  far  from  it,  eigh¬ 
teen  feet  deep  in  adventitious  foil, 
was  the  Roman  caufeway.  The 
great  elevation  of  the  prefer!  t  ground 
above  its  former  ftate,  will  be  taken 
notice  oi  in  another  place. 

In  digging  the  foundation  for  the 
rebuilding  of  St.  Paul’s,  was  found 
a  vaft  cemetery :  firft  lay  the  Sax¬ 
ons,  in  graves  lined  with  chalk 
ftones,  or  in  coffins  of  hollowed 
ftones ;  beneath  th  m  had  been  the 
bodies  of  the  Britons,  placed  in 
rows.  Abundance  of  ivory  and 
boxen  pins,  about  fix  inches  long. 
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marked  their  place,  Thefe  were 
fuppofed  to  have  faftened  the 
fhrouds  in  which  the  bodies  were 
wrapped.  Thefe  perifhing,  left  the 
pins  entire.  In  the  fame  row,  but 
deeper,  were  Roman  urns  inter¬ 
mixed,  lamps,  lacrymatories ;  frag¬ 
ments  of  facrificiai  vefiels  were  alfo 
difcovered,  in  digging  towards  the 
north-eaft  corner ;  and  in  ib/5# 
not  far  from  the  eaft  corner,  at  a 
confiderable  depth,  beneath  feme 
flinty  pavement,  were  found  num¬ 
bers  of  veflels  of  earthen  ware,  and 
of  glafs,  of  moft  exquiflte  colour^ 
and  beauty,  fome  inscribed  with 
the  names  of  deities,  heroes,  or 
men  of  rank.  Others  ornamented 
with  variety  of  figures  in  bas  relief, 
of  animals  and  of  rofe-trees.  Tef- 
feruke  of  jafper,  porphyry,  or  mar¬ 
ble,  fuch  as  form  the  pavement 
we  fo  often  fee,  were  alfo  difcover¬ 
ed.  Alfo  glafs  beads  and  rings, 
large  pins  of  ivory  and  bone,  tu'ks 
of  boars,  and  horns  of  deer  fawn 
through.  Alfo  coins  of  different 
emperors,  among  them  fome  of 
C’onftantine ;  which  at  once  deftroys 
the  conje&ure  of  Mr.  Maitland, 
who  fuppofes  that  this  collection 
Were  flung  together  at  the  facking 
of  London  by  our  injured  Boa- 
dicia. 

The  choice  of  the  fituation  of 
this  great  city  was  moft  judicious. 
It  is  on  a  gravelly  foil ;  and  on  a 
declivity  down  to  the  borders  of  a 
magnificent  river.  The  hope  is 
evident  in  every  part  of  the  ancient 
city,  and  the  vaft  modern  buildings. 
The  antient  city  was  defended  in 
front  by  the  river ;  on  the  weft  fide 
by  the  deep  ravine,  fmee  known  by 
the  name  of  Fleet-ditch ;  on  the 
north  by  moraftes ;  on  the  eaft,  a!s 
I  fufpeCi,  by  another  ravine.  All 
the  land  round  Weftminfler  Abbey 

was 
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was  a  flat  fen,  which  continued  be¬ 
yond  Fulham:  but  a  rife  com¬ 
mences  oppofite  to  it,  and  forms  a 
magnificent  bend  above  the  cur- 
vatu're  of  the  Thames,  even  to  the 
Tower.  The  Surrv  fide  was  in  all 
probability  a  great  expanfe  of  wa¬ 
ter,  a  lake,  a  Llyn,  as  the  Welfli  call 
it ;  which  an  ingenious  country¬ 
man  of  mine  *,  not  without  reafon, 
thinks  might  have  given  a  name  to 
our  capital ;  Llyn  Din,  or  the  city 
on  the  lake.  This  moll  probably 
was  the  original  name  :  and  that 
derived  from  Llong  a  fhip,  and  din  a 
town,  might  have  been  bellowed 
when  the  place  became  a  feat  of 
trade,  and  famous  for  the  concourfe 
of  flipping.  The  expanfe  of  water 
might  have  filled  the  fpace  between 
the  riling  grounds  at  Deptford,  and 
thofe  at  Ciapham ;  and  been  bound¬ 
ed  to  the  fonth  by  the  beautiful 
Surry  Hills.  Lambeth  Marfh,  and 
the  Bankfide,  evidently  were  reco¬ 
vered  from  the  water.  Along  Lam¬ 
beth  are  the  names  of  Narrow 
Walls,  or  the  mounds  which  ferved 
for  that  purpofe ;  and  in  South¬ 
wark,  Bankfide  again  fliews  the 
means  of  converting  the  antient 
lake  into  ufeful  land :  even  to  this 
day  the  tra&  beyond  Southwark, 
and  in  particular  that  beyond  Ber- 
mondfey-flreet,  is  fo  very  low,  and 
beneath  the  level  of  common  tides, 
that  the  proprietors  are  obliged  to 
fecure  it  by  embankments. 


Antiquity  cf  Billingfgate,  and  antient 
Prices  of  Fijh  and  other  Articles . 
From  the  fame. 

F  T  E  R  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
the  firft  place  of  note  is  Bil- 
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lingfgate,  or,  to  adapt  the  lpelling 
to  conjectures  of  antiquaries,  “  who 
go  beyond  the  realms  of  Chaos  and 
old  night,”  Belin’s-gate,  or  the  gate 
of  Belinus  king  .of  Britain,  fellow- 
adventurer  with  Brennus  king  of 
the  Gauls,  at  the  facking  of  Rome, 
three  hundred  and  fixty  years  be¬ 
fore  the  Chriftian  sera  :  and  the 
Beli  mawr,  who  graces  the  pedi¬ 
grees  of  numbers  of  us  antient  Bri¬ 
tons.  For  fear  of  falling  on  fome 
inglorious  name,  I  fiibmit  to  the 
etymology;  but  mull  confefs  there 
does  not  appear  any  record  of  a 
gate  at  this  . place  :  his  fon  Lud  was 
more  fortunate,  for  Ludgate  pre¬ 
fer  ves  his  memory  to  every  citizen, 
who  knows  the  juft  value  of  anti¬ 
quity.  Gate  here  fignifies  only  a 
place  where  there  was  a  concourfe 
of  people  ;  a  common  quay  or  wharf, 
where  there  is  a  free  going  in  and 
out  of  the  fame.  This  was  a  final! 
port  for  the  reception  of  fhipping, 
and,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the 
mod  important  place  for  the  land¬ 
ing  of  almoft  every  article  of  com¬ 
merce.  It  was  not  till  the  reign  of 
king  William  that  it  became  cele¬ 
brated  as  a  fifh-market ;  who,  in 
1699,  by  aCt  of  parlement  made  it 
a  free  port  for  fifti,  which  might  be 
fold  there  every  day  in  the  week 
except  Sunday.  The  objeCt  of  this 
has  long  been  fruftrated,  and  the 
epicure  who  goes  (as  was  a  frequent 
practice)  to  Billingfgate  to  eat  fifti 
in  perfection,  will  now  be  cruelly 
difappointed. 

I  cannot  give  a  lift  of  the  fifh 
mod  acceptable  in  the  Saxon  ages; 
but  there  is  a  lift  left  of  thofe  which 
were  brought  to  market  in  that  of 
Edward  I.  who  defeended  even  to 
regulate  the  prices,  that  his  fubjeCts 
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might  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of 
the  venders. 

s « 

The  bell:  plaice  -  -  o  i| 

A  dozen  of  bed  foies  -  -03 

Bed  frefh  mulvil,  i.  e.  Mol- 
va,  either  cod  or  ling  -03 
Bed  haddock  -  -  -02 

Bed  barkey  -  -  -04 

Bed  mullet  -  .  -  -02 

Bed  dorac,  John  Doree  ?  -  0^5 

Bed  conger  -  -  -  10 

Bed  turbot  -  -06 

Bed  bran,  fard,  and  betule  -  03 

Bed  mackrel,  in  Lent  r-  o  1 
And  out  of  Lent  -  -  o  of 

Bed  gurnard  -  -01 

Bed  frefh  merlings,  i.  e. 

merlangi,  whitings,  four 
'  for  -  -01 

Bed  powdered  ditto,  1 2  for  o  1 
Bed  pickled  herrings,  twenty  o  1 
This  (hews  that  the  invention  of 
pickling  was  before  the  time  of 
William  Benkelen,  who  died 
in  1397.  See  Brit.  Zook  iii. 
article  Herring. 

s .  » 

Bed  frelh  ditto,  before  Mi¬ 
chaelmas,  fix  for  -  -01 

Ditto,  after  Michaelmas,  1 2 
for  -  -  -01 

Bed  Thames,  or  Severn 
lamprey  -  -04 

Bed  frefh  oyders,  a  gallon  for  o  2 
A  piece  of  rumb,  grofs  and 
fat,  rfufpeft  holibut,  which 
is  ufually  fold  in  pieces,  at  04 
Bed  fea-hog,  i.  e.  porpelfe  -  6  8 

Bed  eels,  a  lirike,  or  |  hun¬ 
dred  -  -  -  -  o  2 

Bed  lampreys,  in  winter,  the 
hundred  -  -  -08 

Ditto,  at  other  times  -  -06 

Thefe,  by  their  cheapnefs,  mud 
have  been  the  little  lampreys 
novy  ufid  for  bait. 

But  we  alfo  imported  lampreys 


s .  d,. 

from  Nantes  :  the  lird 
which  came  in  was  fold 
for  not  lefs  than  .  -  -14 

A  month  after,  at  -  -08 

Bed  frefh  falmon,  from 
Chridmas  to  Eader,  for  5  o 
Ditto,'  after  ditto  -  -  30 

Bed  fmelts,  the  .hundred  -  01. 

Bed  roche,  in  iummer  -  o  1 

Bed  lucy,  or  pike,  at  -  6  8 

By  the  very  high  price  of  the 
pike,  it  is  very  probable  that 
this  fifh  had  not  yet  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  our  ponds,  but 
was  imported  at  this  period  as 
a  luxury,  pickled,  or  fome  way 
prelerved. 

Among,  thefe  fifh,  let  me  obferve, 
that  the  conger  is,  at  prefen t,  never 
admitted  to  any  good  table  ;  and  to 
fpeak  of  ferving  up  a  porpefle 
whole,  or  in  part,  would  let  your 
guells  a  daring.  Yet,  fuch  is  the 
difference  of  tade,  both  thefe  fifhes 
were  in  high  elfeem.  King  Rich¬ 
ard’s  mader  cooks  have  left  a  mod 
excellent  receipt  for  congur  in 
fa^wfe ;  and  as  for  the  other  great 
fifh,  it  was  either  eaten  roaded,  or 
halted,  or  in  broth,  or  furmente  -with 
porpeffe .  The  learned  doflor  Caius 
even  tells  us  the  proper  fauce,  and 
fays,  that  it  fliould  be  the  fame 
with  that  for  a  dolphin;  another 
difh  unheard  of  in  our  days.  From, 
the  great  price  the  lucy  or  pike 
bore,  one  may  reafonabiy  fufpedl 
that  it  was  at  that  time  an  exotic 
fifh,  and  brought  over  at  a  vad  ex¬ 
pence. 

I  confefs  myfelf  unacquainted 
with  the  words  barkey. ,  bran ,  and 
betule :  fard  was  properly  the  far- 
dine  or  pilchard :  I  am  equally  at 
a  lofs  about  croplings  and  rumb: 
but  the  pickled  balenes  were  cer¬ 
tainly  the  pholas  dattylus  of  Lin- 

nasus. 


lot  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1790. 


n*aus,  1 1 1©  $  the  balanus  of  Ronde- 
ietins  de  Teftaceis,  28  ;  and  the 
dattili  of  the  modern  Italians,  which 
are  to  this  day  eaten,  and  even 
pickled. 

To  this  lift  of  fea-fifh,  which  were 
admitted  in  thofe  days  to  table, 
may  be  added  the  fturgeon,  and 
ling ;  and  there  is  twice  mention, 
in  archbilhop  NevilPs  great  feaft, 
of  a  certain  fifh,  both  roafted  and 
baked,  unknown  at  prefent,  called  a 
thirl -poole. 

The  feal  was  alfo  reckoned  a  fifh, 
and,  with  the  fturgeon  and  porpefs, 
were  the  only  frelh  fifh  which,  by 
the  33d  of  Henry  VIII.  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  bought  of  any  ftranger 
at  fea,  between  England  and  France, 
Flanders,  and  Zealand, 

On  April  nth  of  the  prefent 
year,  I  palled  through  Billingfgate, 
and  obferved,  on  the  ground,  fome 
large  pieces  of  ice,  in  which  I  was 
told  the  falmon  from  Berwick,  and 
Others  of  our  northern  fifhery,  was 
packed  in  boxes.  The  ice  is  pre¬ 
served  in  ice-houfes  throughout  the 
winter  entirely  for  that  purpofe. 


#  #  #  *  # 


Price  of  provisions  given  at  a 
dinner  of  the  wax-chandler’s  com¬ 
pany,  in  the  year  1478. 


Two  loins  of  mutton,  and 
two  loins  of  veal 
A  loin  of  beef 
A  leg  of  mutton  - 
A  pig  - 
A  capon  - 


£•  s'  d. 

0  t 

o  1  4 
004 
0  0  2| 
OO4 

0  0  6 

w'  .  V- 


A  coney 

One  dozen  of  pigeons 
A  hundred  eggs 
A  goofe  1 
A  gallon  of  red  wine 
A  kilderkin  of  ale 

V  * 


002 

007 

o  o  8£ 

006 

008 

008 


£■070 
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Price  of  provifions  provided  for 
a  dinner  given  by  certain  ferjeants 
at  law,  in  the  year  1531. 

jT.  s.  d. 

Brought  to  the  flaughter- 

houfe  24  beeves,  each  -  j  6  8 

One  carcafe  of  an  oxe 

from  the  fhambles  -  j  4  o 

One  hundred  fat  muttons, 

each  -  -  -  o  2  10 

Fifty-one  great  veales,  at  o  4  8 

Thirty-four  porkes,  at  -  o  3  3 

Ninety-one  pigs,  at  -006 

Capons  of  Greece,  of  one 

poulter  (for  he  had 

three)  ten  dozens,  at 

(apiece)  -  -pi  § 

Capons  of  Kent,  nine 

dozen  and  fix,  at  -  o  1  p 

Cocks  of  grole,  feven 

dozen  and  nine,  at  -00$ 

Cocks  courfe  xiii  dozen, 

at  8  d.  and  3  d.  apiece. 

Pullets,  the  beft  2 \  d. 

&  — 

each.  Other  pullets  -002 
Pigeons,  37  dozen,  each 

dozen  -  -  -002 

Swans  xiii  dozen. 

Larkes  340  dozen,  each 

dozen  -  -  -005 


Miscellaneous 


Miscellaneous  Essays, 


Remarks  on  fome  PaJJages  of  the  fxth 
Book  of  the  Eneid,  by  James  Beat- 
tie,  LL.  D.  Sc  c.  from  Pranf actions 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

THERE  is  nothing  in  Virgil 
more  explicit  than  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Tartarus;  and  I  know  not 
why  it  has  been  fo  generally  mif- 
underftood.  Dr.  Warburton  fays, 
in  one  place,  that  Eneas  faw  the 
fights  of  Tartarus  at  a  didance,  and 
in  another,  that  Eneas  paffed  through 
Tartarus.  In  fa£t,  he  did  neither. 
He  could  not  pafs  through  without 
entering ;  and  this,  we  are  told,  was 
to  him  impoffible:  “  Nuili  fas  cado 
fceleratuin  infidere  limen.”  And 
though  he  had  been  permitted  to 
enter,  he  could  not  pafs  through, 
without  firft  crolfmg  a  river  of  fire, 
and  then  defcending  into  an  im- 
menfe  gulph,  twice  as  deep  beneath 
the  level  of  the  other  regions  of 
darknefs,  as  thofe  are  remote  from 
heaven.  It  was  equally  impoffible 
for  him  to  fee  from  a  diftance  what 
was  doing  in  fuch  a  gulph,  even 
though  the  gate  that  led  to  it  had 
been  open,  which,  however,  at  this 
time,  happened  to  be  fhut.  “  You 
fee,  faid  the  Sybil,  what  a  centinel 
fits  without  in  the  porch,  (meaning 
Tiilphone)  ;  another,  dill  more 
dreadful,  has  her  dation  within ;” 
which,  as  he  could  not  fee  it,  ihe 
informs  h  m  is  a  huge  ferpent,  or 

5 


hydra,  with  fifty  heads.  An  open « 
ing  of  the  gate  is  indeed  mention¬ 
ed,  which  Rueus  underftandsto  have 
taken  place  at  the  very  time  when 
the  Trojan  and  the  Sybil  were  look¬ 
ing  at  it.  But  that  is  a  midake. 
The  Sybil  only  tells  her  companion, 
that,  when  Rhadamanthus  has  made 
the  criminals  confefs  their  guilt, 
then  at  length  (tun?  demurn)  the  gate 
opens  for  their  reception  in|o  the 
place  of  torment.  It  is  ftrange  that 
Rueus  and  Dr.  Warburton  did  not 
fee  that  this  is  the  obvious  import 
of  the  words  of  Virgil;  and  thatyif 
we  do  not  underhand  them  in  this 
fenfe,  the  paflage  mud  appear  con- 
fufed,  if  not  ungrammatical.  In  a 
word;  of  the  infide  of  Tartarus  the 
Trojan  hero  faw  nothing;  he  faw 
the  outfide  only,  the  walls,  the 
gates,  the  tower  of  iron,  &c.  and 
thefe  he  faw  at  fome  didance.  What 
was  paffing  within  he  learns  from 
the  Sybil’s  information. 

“  And  now,”  fays  Ihe,  “  let  us  be 
going.  Y  onder,  on  the  right  hand, 
is  the  palace  of  Proferpine,  where, 
in  the  vaulted  porch  that  fronts  us, 
we  are  commanded  to  depofit  the 
golden  bough.”  This  ceremony 
Eneas  performs,  after  having  fprin'k- 
led  himfelf  with  pure  water;  which 
was  cudomary  with  thofe  who  made 
offerings  to  the -gods. 

They  then  went  onward  to  Ely- 
fium,  the  gay  fcenery  of  which,  im¬ 
mediately 
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mediately  fucceeding  the  gloom  of 
purgatory  and  the  horrors  of  Tar¬ 
tarus,  is  fo  charming,  that  every 
leader  feels  himfelf  refrefhed  by  it. 
Here  were  groves,  and  plains,  and 
meadows,  clothed  with  perpetual 
verdure,  the  abodes  of  tranquillity 
and  joy,  and  illuminated  by  a  fun 
and  liars  of  the  molt  refulgent 
beauty.  Here  were  fea  fling,  and 
dancing,  and  mufic,  and  poets  ac¬ 
companying  their  verfes  with  the 
harmony  of  the  lyre.  Here  thofe 
warlike  exercifes  were  renewed,  in 
which  the  heroes  while  on  earth  had 
fo  much  delighted ;  and  here  were 
horfes,  and  chariots,  and  arms,  and 
every  thing  that  could  gratify  an 
heroic  mind.  It  muft  be  owned, 
that  all  this  is  very  inadequate  to 
the  defires  and  the  capacity  of  an 
immortal  foul:  but  Virgil  had  heard 
of  nothing  better;  and  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  defcribe  what  he 
could  not  conceive. 

In  this  Elyfium,  which,  with  all 
its  imperfection,  is,  as  well  as  the 
infernal  world,  founded  on  the  bell; 
ideas  of  retributive  julHce  that  could 
be  expected  from  a  pagan,  the  pact 
places  in  a  hate  of  endlefs  felicity 
ie  the  lhades  of  the  pure  and  the  pi¬ 
ous  ;  of  heroes  who  have  died  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  country;  of  ingenious 
men  who  have  employed  their  ta¬ 
lents  in  adorning  human  life  with 
elegant  arts,  or  in  recommending 
piety  and  virtue  ;  and  of  all  who,  by 
atts  of  beneficence,  have  merited  the 
love  and  the  gratitude  of  their  fel¬ 
low-creatures.” 

To  a  company  of  thefe  happy 
beings,  who  had  flocked  round  the 
two  flrangers,  and  efpccially  to  the 
poet  Mu  feus,  whom  fhe  knew,  the 
Sybil  add  refled  herfelf,  defiring  to 
be  informed  where  Anchifes  ■  re¬ 
fried,  We  have  no  certain  habita¬ 


tions,  returned  the  poet ;  we  wander 
about,  and  amufe  ourfelves  wherever 
we  pleafe ;  but  follow  me  to  yonder 
rifmg  ground,  and  I  (hall  put  you  in 
a  path  that  will  condudt  you  to 
him. 

Some  writers  blame  Virgil  for 
not  making  Eneas  find  Homer  in 
this  part  of  Elyfium;  and  infinuate, 
that  the  Roman  poet  mull  have  been 
both  invidious  and  ungrateful,  in 
negle&ing  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
doing  honour  to  his  great  mailer, 
to  whom  he  owed  fo  much.  Thofe 
critics  do  not  confider  that  Eneas 
was  dead  an  hundred  years  before 
Homer  was  born.  Our  poet  has 
been  ccnfurcd  for  a  fuppofed  ana- 
chronifm,  in '  making  Eneas  and 
Dido  contemporary;  and  here  he  is 
found  fault  with  for  having  judici- 
oufly  avoided  a  real  anachronifm. 

It  chanced  that  Anchifes  was  at 
this  time  in  a  rcmdte  valley,  review¬ 
ing,  in  their  Hate  of  pre-exiftcnce, 
fome  of  his  poflerity,  who  were  af¬ 
terwards  to  diltinguilh  themfelves 
in  the  Roman  republic.  When  he 
faw  his  fon  advancing  towards  him, 
he  held  forth  both  his  hands,  gave 
him  an  aiTc&ionate  welcome,  and 
wept  for  joy.  The  hero  would  have 
embraced  his  father;  but  found  that 
the  fhade,  though  vifible,  eluded  the 
touch. 

After  a  fhort  converfation,  Eneas 
happening  to  fee,  in  a  grove  through 
which  a  river  was  flowing,  an  innu^ 
merable  multitude  of  human  beings 
flying  about,  afleed  his  father  who 
they  were,  and  what  river  it  was. 
The  river,  faid.  he,  is  Lethe,  of 
*  which  thofe  fouls  are  taking  a 
draught,  being  about  to  return  to 
the  upper  world,  in  order  to  ani-. 
mate  new  bodies.  Is  it  to  be  ima¬ 
gined,  exclaims  Eneas,  that  fouls 
fhouid  ever  leave  this  happy  place, 

and 
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stfid  go  back  to  the  imprifonment  of 
the  body,  and  all  the  wretchednefs 
of  mortality?  I  will  explain  the 
whole  matter  to  you,  replies  An- 
chifes. 

Know,  then,  that  all  the' parts  of 
this  vifible  univerfe,  the  heavens, 
and  earth,  and  Iky,  the  fun,  moon, 
and  liars,  are,  like  one  vail  body, 
animated  by  an  uitiverfal  fpirit, 
whereof  the  fouls,  or  vital  princi¬ 
ples,  of  all  animals,  of  men  and 
beads,  of  fifhes  and  fowl,  are  ema¬ 
nations.  This  vital  principle  is,  in 
every  animal,  the  fource  of  fenfation 
and  motion;  but,  from  the  influence 
that  the  body  has  over  it,  becomes 
fubjeft  to  inordinate  paflions,  and 
forgetful  of  its  heavenly  original. 

The  foul  of  man,  in  particular,  (for 
nothing  further  is  faid  of  the  other 
animals)  contrails,  while  fliut  up  in 
the  dark  prifon  of  the  body,  a  de¬ 
gree  of  debafement  which  does  not 
leave  it  at  death,  and  from  which 
the  fufferings  of  a  fubfequent  Hate  of 
purgation  are  neceflary  to  purify  it. 

Thefe  are  of  different  kinds  and  de¬ 
grees,  according  to  the  different  de¬ 
grees  and  kinds  of  guilt  or  impu- 

*  I  fuppofe  the  words  Et  fauci  lata  ar-va  tenemus.,  to  be  a  pare  nth  efts ; 
which,  in  my  opinion,  clears  the  text  of  all  obfcurity.  By  the  change  of  the  per- 
fon,  in  the  four  lad  lines  of  the  fpeech, — Has  omnes , — <volvcre, — incipiani, — re- 
wi/ant,  it  appears,  that  Anchifes  does  not  include  himfelf  among  thofewho  were 
to  return  to  the  world  ;  which  afcertains  fufficiently  the  import  of  tenetnus.  The 
learned  Rueus  conftrues  the  paflage  in  a  way  fomewhat  different ;  but  his  gene¬ 
ral  account  of  the  poet’s  dc&rine  differs  not  elFentially  from  mine. 

-f  More  literally,  “  When  they  have  rolled  the  wheel,  or  circle,  for  a  thoufand 
years  that  is,  when  the  revolution  of  a  thoufand  years  is  completed.  For  this 
interpretation  we  are  indebted  to  Servius,  who  tells  us  further,  that  this  Angular 
phrafe  was  taken  from  Ennius.  Anciently  perhaps  rota  might  mean  a  circle,  as 
well  as  a  wheel,)  and  poetically  a  year-,  fo  that,  in  Ennius’s  time,  solvere  rotam 
might  be  a  figurative  phrafe  of  the  fame  import  with  annum  peragere,  to  pafs  a 
year.  The  original  meaning  of  annus  ha  circle,  whence  the  diminutive  annulusy 
a  ring.  The  fame  reference  to  the  circular  nature  of  the  year,  may  be  feen  in  the 
Greek  mavro;,  which  Virgil  certainly  had  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote,  “  Atque 
in  fe  fua  per  veftigia  volvitur  annus.”  When  this  is  attended  to,  our  author’ $ 
ufe  of  the  phrafe  in  queibon  will  appear  not  fo  harfh  as  it  might  otherwise  be 
thought  to  be,  and  not  at  all  too  figurative  in  this  very  fulemn  part  of  the 
poem. 

proceffion 


rity  which  the  foul  has  contracted- 
Some  fouls  are  expofed  to  the  beat¬ 
ing  of  winds,  feme  are  walked  in 
water,  and  fome'  purified  by  fire. 
Every  one  of  us  (fays  Anchilcs,  in¬ 
cluding  himfelf)  fuffers  his  own  pe¬ 
culiar  pains  of  purification.  Then 
we  are  fent  into  this  vaft  Elyfium* 
and  a  few  of  us  remain  in  the  eternal 
pofleflion  of  it  The  reft  conti¬ 
nue  here,  till  by  the  air  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  place,  they  have  en¬ 
tirely  got  the  better  of  the  impu¬ 
rity  contracted  in  the  world,  have 
had  every  impreffion  of  the  pains  of 
purgatory  worn  out,  and  are  re- 
ltored  to  their  original  fimplicity  of 
nature.  Thus  refined,  they  are,  at 
the  end  of  a  thoufand  years  f ,  fum- 
moned  by  a  divine  agent,  or  god_, 
to  meet  in  one  great  affembly,  where 
they  drink  of  Lethe  to  wafh  away 
remembrance,  and  then,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  their  own  inclination* 
are  fent  back  to  the  earth  to  ani¬ 
mate  new  bodies. 

Having  ended  this  account.  An- 
chiles,  with  his  fon  and  the  Sybil* 
paffes  to  a  rifing  ground,  and  points 
out  ,  in  a  flate  of  pre-exiilence,  a 
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proceflion  of  Roman  heroes,  who 
were  in  due  time  to  defcend  from 
him;  briefly  defcribiftg  their  feve- 
ral  characters,  in  a  moft  fublime 
drain  of  poetical  prophecy. 

1  (halt  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on. 
the  concluding  fcene  of  this  noble 
epifode;— on  the  gates  of  horn  and 
ivory.  Thefe  gates  have  given  no 
little  trouble  to  critics,  both  ancient 
and  modern  ;  who,  after  all,  feein  to 
have  been  not  very  fortunate  in 
their  conjectures.  This  is  owing, 
not  to  obfcurityin  the  poet,  but  to 
the  refinement  of  thofe  interpreters, 
who  miftook  a  plain  pafiage  for  a 
profound  allegory,  and  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  find  a  fecret  meaning  in  it. 
The  gate  of  ivory,  fay  they,  tranf- 
inits  falfe  dreams,  and  that  of  horn 
true  ones;  and  Eneas  and  his  com¬ 
panion  are  difmifled  from  Elyfium, 
and  letintothe  upper  world,  through 
the  ivory  gate.  What  can  this  im¬ 
ply,  but  that  the  poet  meant  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  every  thing  he  had  faid 
concerning  a  (late  of  future  retribu¬ 
tion,  was  nothing  more  than  a  falla¬ 
cious  dream  ?  And,  in  fupport  of 
this  ccnje&ure,  they  generally  quote 
from  the  Georgic  three  verfes  to 
prove,  that  Virgil  was  in  his  heart 
an  Epicurean,  and  confequently  dif- 
believed  both  a  future  flate  and  a 
providence.  The  verfes  are— “  Fe¬ 
lix  qui  potuit  rerum  cognofcere 
caufas,  Atque  metus  omnes,  et  in- 
exorabile  fatum,  Subjecit  pedibus, 
llrepitumque  Acherontis  avari,” 

Now,  in  the  firjl  place,  it  does 
hot  appear  to  me,  that  thefe  lines 
can  prove  their  author  ever  to  have 
been  an  Epicurean,  or  that  he  meant 
to  fay  more  than  “  Happy  is  the 
man  whofe  mind  philofophy  has 
raifed  above  the  fear  of  death,  as 
well  as  above  all  other  fears.”  For, 
in  the  Gcorgic,  he  not  only  recom¬ 


mends  religion  and  prayer,  whicd 
Epicurearis  could  not  do  confident!- 
with  their  principles,  but  again  ano 
again  aflerts  a  provident;  and,  in 
terms  equally  elegant  and  juft,  vin¬ 
dicates  :\e  Divine  wifdom  in  eftab- 
lifhing  phyfical  evil  as  tlm  means  of 
improving  and  elevating  the  mind 
of  man.  But  doejy  he  not,  in  his 
fixth  eclogue,  giv>,  an  account  of 
the  formation  of  the  world  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Epicurean  theory?  Fie 
does ;  and  he  makes  L  .  t  of  the 
fong  of  a  drtinkard :  no  proof  that 
he  held  it  in  very  high  efteeiim 
But,  zdly,  Supposing  our  posts 
admiration  of  Lucretius  might  h;  i 
made  him  formerly  partial  to  tiie 
tenets  of  Epicurus,  it  does  not  fol¬ 
low  that  he  continued  fo  to  the  end 
of  his  life,  or  that  he  was  fo  while 
employed  upon  the  Eneid.  The  du¬ 
ties  of  religion,  and  the  fuperin  tend¬ 
ing  care  of  providence*  are  by  no 
other  Pagan  author  fo  warmly  en¬ 
forced  as  in  this  poem  •  and  the 
energy  with  which/  m  the  fixth 
book,  and  in  one  paflage  of.  the 
eighth,  (v.  666,)  he  aflerts  a  future 
retribution,  feems  to  prove,  that  he’ 
was  fo  far  in  earneft^Ath... regard 
to  this  matter,  as  to 
was  not,  as  the  Epicg  u  '  /aiu^ucu, 
either  abfurd  or  improbable.  tf/  ' 
Let  it  be  remarked,  in  the  "turd. 
place,  that  no  poet  ever  though  ;  of 
fo  prepofterous  a  method  ofjpfeaf- 
ing  and  inftrudting  his  readers,  a£ 
firft  to  employ  all  his  (kill  in  adorn 
ing  his  fable,  and  then  tell  them; 
that  they  ought  not  to  believe  a 
word  of  it.  The  true  poet’s, aim  is, 
Very  different,  tie  adapts  himfelf 
to  the  opinions  that  prevail  among 
the  people  for  whom  he  writes,  that 
they  may  the  more  daftly  acquiefce 
in  his  narrative  ;  or  he  is  careful,  at 
leaft,  to  make  his  fable  confident 
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With  itfelf,  in  order  to  give  it  as 
'{much  as  poflible  the  appearance  of 
-•  ferioufnefs1' and  truth.  IV e  know, 

rthat  theiC'Hhery  of  the  fixth  book  is 
wholly  fictitious ;  but  the  Romans 
'  did  not  certainly  knowr4iow  far  it 
.might  br  So:  founded  as  it  was  on 
'  ancient  tradition,  which  no  hidory 
they  had  M  overturn ;  and  on 
philofophical  ^pinions,  which  they 
had  never  heard  confuted,  and  which, 
where  Revelation  was  unknown, 
might  iuHii-TefpeCtable,  on  account 
of  the  abilities  of  Pythagoras,  Plato, 
\nd  other  great  men  who  had  taught 
them. 

w£>To  which  I  may  add,  \thly,  as  an 
argument  decifive  of  the  prefent 
quedion,  That  if  Virgil  wiftied  his 
countrymen  to  believe  him  to  have 
been  not  in  earned;  in  what  he  had 
told  them  of  a  pre-exident  and  fu¬ 
ture  date,  he  mud  alfo  have  wilhed 
them  to  underdand,  that  the  compli¬ 
ments  he  had  been  paying  to  the 
mod  £ '  ~'trte  characters  among 
their  ancedors  were  equally  infin- 
cere;  and  that  what  he  had  faid  of 
the  virtues  of  Camillas,  Brutus, 
Cato,  Scipio,  and  even  Augudus 
himff’ '  altogether  vifionary, 

od  a  right  to  a  paftage 
’  through  ui.  xvory  gate,  as  any  other 
fa{fehood.  Had  OCtavia  underdood 
this  to  be  the  poet’s  meaning,  Are 
.  \v.mld  not  have  rewarded  him  fo  li¬ 
berally  for  his  matchlefs  encomium 
©n  the  younger  Marcellus.  Had 
this  indeed  been  his  meaning,  all  the 
latter  part  of  the  fixth  book  would 
have  been  in  dudied  infult  on  Au¬ 
gudus,  and  the  'other  heroes  there 
celebrated^'  as  well  as  on  the  whole 
Roman  people.  Strange,  that  the 
mod  judicious  writer  in  the  world 
fnould  commit  fuch  a  blunder  in  the 
mod  elaborate  part  of  a  poem  which 
he  had  confecrated  to  the  honour  t  f 
VeL.  XXX  If. 


his  country,  and  particularly  to  that 
of  his  great  patron  Augudus! 

We  mud.  therefore  admit,  either 
that  Virgil  had  lod  his  fenfes,  or, 
which  is  more  probable,  that,  in 
fending  Eneas  and  the  Sybil  through 
the  ivory  gate,  he  intended  no  far- 
cadic  reflection  either  on  his  coun¬ 
try  or  on  his  poetry.  In  a  word, 
we  mud  admit,  that,  in  this  part  of 
his  fable,  he  was  juft  as  much  in 
earned  as  in  any  other;  and  that 
there  was  no  more  joke  in  Eneas’s 
afeent  through  the  gate  of  ivory, 
than  in-  his  defeent  through  the  cave 
of  Avernus.  How  then  are  we  to 
underdand  this  adventure  of  the 
gate  ?  I  anfwer.  By  making  the  poet 
his  own  interpreter,  and  not  fecking 
to  find  things  in  his  book  which  we 
have  no  good  reafon  to  think  were 
ever  in  his  head. 

In  the  nineteenth  book  of  the 
Odyffey,  Penelope,  fpeaking  of 
dreams,  fays  to  her  nurfe,  that  there 
are  two  gates  by  which  they  are 
transmitted  to  us  ;  one  made  of 
horn,  through  which  the  true  dreams 
pafs,  and  the  other  of  ivory,  which 
emits  falfe  dreams.  This  thought 
Homer  probably  derived  from  fome 
Egyptian cudom  or  tradition,  which 
one  might  difeufs  with  many  quo¬ 
tations  and  much  appearance  of 
learning ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  gave 
Virgil  the  hint  of  the  paffage  now 
before  us.  But  Virgil’s  account 
differs  from  Homer’s  more  than  the 
commentators  feem  to  be  aware  of. 
Homer  does  not  fay  in  what  part  of 
the  world  his  gates  are ;  Virgil’s  art 
in  Italy,  not  far  from  Cumsc,  ana 
are  Said  to  be  the  outlet  from  Ely- 
fmm  into  the  upper  world  :  a  wi-d 
fiction  no  doubt,  but  not  more  wild 
’than  that  of  making  the  cave  of 
.Avernus  the  inlet  from  the  upper 
'  world  into  the  nether.  Homer’s 
I  galat 
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gates  are  the  gates  of  dreams ;  Vir¬ 
gil  calls  his  the  gates  of  deep.  The 
former  are  not  laid  to  tranfmit  any 
thing  hut  dreams ;  of  the  latter,  one 
transmits  dreams,  and  the  other  real 
ghojls  or  Jhades .  For  thus,  though 
all  the  commentators  are  againd  me, 
I  mud  underhand  the  words  umbris 
« veris  ;' becaufe  in  Virgil  umbra  often 
fignifies  a  ghof,  but  never  in  him, 
nor  in  any  other  good  writer,  (fo 
far  as  I  know)  a  dreatn.  If  it  be 
alked,  what  ghods  they  were  that 
ufed  to  pafs  this  way ;  the  anfwer  is 
eafy:  they  were  thofe  who,  after 
having  been  a  thoufand  years  in  E- 
lyfium,  and  taken  a  draught  of  Le¬ 
the,  were  fent  back  to  the  upper 
world  to  animate  new  bodies.  If 
again  it  were  alked,  whether  fuch 
beings  might  not  be  of  fo  fubtle  a 
nature  as  to  work  their  way  into  the 
upper  world  without  pafiin  g  through 
a  gate;  I  fhould  anfwer,  that  vifible 
fubdances,  which  might  be  purified 
by  fire,  or  walked  in  water,  and 
could  not  get  over  the  river  Styx 
but  in  a  boat,  mud  be  fo  far  mate¬ 
rial  at  lead,  as  to  be  capable  of  con¬ 
finement,  and  confequently  of  being 
fet  at  liberty. 

The  falfa  infomnia  that  go  out  by 
the  ivory  gate  may  mean,  either  de¬ 
ceitful  dreams ,  or  dreams  in  generaly. 
that  is,  unfu'odantial  things,  as  op- 
pofed  to  realities ;  which  lad  I  take 
to  be  the  preferable  fignification. 
Ee  this,  however,  as  it  will,  Eneas 
and  the  Sybil  were  neither  ghods 
nor  dreams,  but  human  flefh  and 
blood ;  and  could  no  more  be  fup- 
•pofed  to  partake  of  tiie  qualities  al¬ 
luded  to  in  the  name  of  the  gate  by 
which  Anchifes  difinified  them,  than 
a  man  is  fuppofed  to  be  lame  for 
having  pafTed  through  Cripplegate, 
or  than  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
by  entering  in  proceffion  through 


Temple- bar,  is  fuppofed  to  have  he- 
come  a  better  churchman  than  be¬ 
fore,  or  a  better  lawyer.  Through 
one  or  other  of  the  gate?  of  deep  the 
Trojan  and  his  guide  mull  pals,  or 
they  never  could  return  to  the  up¬ 
per  world  at  all :  and  that  gate  the 
poet  probably  made  choice  of, 
which  fird  occurred  to  him;  and  that 
probably  would  fird  occur  which 
founded  bed  in  his  verfe :  6r  per¬ 
haps  one  might  fay,  in  the  way  of 
conjedlure,  that  he  thought  fit  to 
open  the  ivory  gate,  becaufe  the 
other,  being  appropriated  to  the  pu¬ 
rified  ghods,  might  not  be  fo  well 
fuited  to  mere  mortals.  This  is 
certain,  that,  though  the  ablative 
eburna  dands  very  gracefully  in  the 
898th  line,  the  ablative  cornea  could 
not :  becaufe,  being  the  foot  am - 
phimacer ,  it  can  ha  j  no  place  in  a 
regular  hexameter. 

As  to  the  analogy  that  fome  cri¬ 
tics  have  fancied  between  horn  and 
truth,  and  between  falfehood  and 
ivory,  it  is  fo  whimfical,  and  fo  ab- 
furd,  that  I  need  not  mention  it. 

And  now,  by  removing  the  mid 
of  allegory  from  Virgil’s  gates,  I 
flatter  mvfelf,  that  I  have  made  thefe 
verfes  fomewhat  more  intelligible 
than  they  have  been  generally  fup¬ 
pofed  to  be  ;  that  I  have  proved  the 
latter  part  of  this  epifode  to  be  con¬ 
fident  with  the  red  of  it;  and  that  I 
have  vindicated  a  favourite  author 
from  the  heavy  charges  of  impiety 
and  ill-manners,  whereof,  however 
repugnant  to  his  general  pharafter, 
it  would  not  be  eafy  for  thofe  to 
clear  him  who  follow  the  common, 
though  lefs  obvious,  interpretations. 


Ex  trad  from  an  Account  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Theatre,  by  Henry  Macken¬ 
zie,  Efq.  From  the  fame . 

IN 
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IN  examining  thefe  pieces  in  de¬ 
tail,  and  appropriating  them  to 
their  rcfpeftive  authors,  one  is  im¬ 
mediately  ftruck  with  the  name  of 
Lefiing,  whom  Germany  fo  much 
reveres  as  one  of  the, founders  of 
her  drama.  He  is  the  author  of  the 
firft  piece  in  FriedeFs  colleftion, 
Emilie  de  Galotti,  another  tragedy 
in  one  aft  called  Philotas ,  a  third 
called  Sara  Samfon*  and  a  drame 
entitled  Nathan  le  Sage.  He  is  au¬ 
thor  alfo  of  feveral  other  plays  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Theatre  Allemand  of 
Junker,  one  of  which,  Minna  de 
Barnhebn,  is  reckoned  the  chef 
d’ oeuvre  of  German  comedy.  I  have 
perufed  it  with  all  the  attention  to 
which  its  high  cha rafter  entitled  it, 
and  indeed  with  a  great  degree  of 
the  pieafure,  though  not  with  all 
the  admiration  which  that  high  cha- 
rafter  led  me  to  expeft.  it  is  of 
the  graver  or  fentimental  kind  of 
comedy,  where  the  characters  main¬ 
tain  a  war  of  generofity,  from  which 
the  embarrafTments  and  implications 
of  the  plot,  not  very  intricate  nor 
artificial  ones,  refult.  The  princi¬ 
pal  perfcn  is  a  Major  Telheim,  a 
dilbanded  officer,  whole  merits  his 
country  had  ill  rewarded;  a  man  of 
the  molt  confummate  bravery,  gene¬ 
rofity  and  virtue,  for  whom  thofe 
qualities  have  gained  the  love  of 
every  foldier  and  domeftic  around 
him.  They  have  procured  him  a 
frill  more  valuable  attachment,  the 
love  of  the  heroiife  of  die  piece, 
.Minna  of  Barnhelm,  who,  on  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  Major’s  regiment  being 
diibanded,  comes  to  Berlin  to  fee k 
him,  and  .to  make  him  happy.  The 
rival  noblenefs  of  mind  of  thefe 
two  cKarafters  produces  the  princi¬ 
pal  incidents  of  the  piece,  which 
however  are  not  always  natural, 
nor  very  happily  imagined ;  and  be- 


fides,  as  Fielding  jocularly  fays, 
when  comparing  a  fh allow  book  to 
a  (hallow  man,  may  be  eafily  feen 
through.  But,  with  all  thefe  de- 
fefts,  and  that  want  of  comic  force 
which  the  turrr  and  fituation  of  the 
principal  charaflers  naturally  oc¬ 
casions,  the  play  muft  pleafe  and  in- 
terefl  every  reader.  There  is  fiome- 
thing  in  the  confKtution  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  To  congenial  to  diiintef- 
ellednefs,  generofity  and  magnani¬ 
mity, -that  it  never  fails  to  be  p’eafed 
with  fuch  charaflers,  after  all  the 
deduflions  which  critical  dijeern- 
ment  can  make  from  them,  Amidft 
the  want  of  comic  humour  which  I 
have  obferved  in  this  play,  I  mull 
not  omit,  however,  doing  juftice  to 
a  ferjeant-major  of  Telheim’s  regi¬ 
ment,  aird  to  Juftin  his  valet,  who 
are  drawn  with  a  ftrong  and  natural 
pencil.  The  (lory  of  the  fpaniel, 
told  by  the  latter,  when  his  mailer’s 
poverty  makes  him  with  to  difmifs 
him  from  his  Service,  is  one  of  the 
bell  imagined,  and  bell  told,  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  met  with.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  comic  charafler  and 
lively  dialogue  in  fome  of  Lefiing’s 
lefs  celebrated  pieces  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  Junker;  but  the  plots  are  in 
general  extravagant  and  farcical. 

In  judging  of  Leffing  as  a  tragic 
writer,  one  will  do  him  no  injuftice 
by  making  the  tragedy  of  Emilie  de 
Galotti  the  criterion  of  that  judg¬ 
ment.  The  others  in  theie  volumes 
are  very  inferior  to  this,  which  is 
certainly,  in  point  of  competition, 
charafler  and  paffion,  a  perform¬ 
ance  of  no  ordinary  kind.  Lef- 
fing  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
ancient  drama,  and  wifhed  to  bring 
the  theatre  of  his  country  to  a  point 
of  regularity  nearer  to  that  of  the 
ancients.  Fie  pqjplifhed,  for  fome 
time,  a  periodical  criticifm  on  the¬ 
atrical  composition,  called,  “  Le 
I  2  Drama* 
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Dramaturgic  de  Hambourg.’’  His 
plays,  accordingly,  though  not  ex¬ 
actly  conformable  to  the  Ariftote- 
liar.  ftandard,  approach  pretty  near 
to  it  in  the  obfervaiion  of  the  uni¬ 
ties.  He  is  fa  id  to  have  got  into  a 
difpute  with  Goethe  on  this  fubjeCt, 
in  which,  from  a  degree  of  timidity 
in  his  nature,  he  rather  yielJed  to 
his  antagonift.  I  am  not  fure  if  he 
has  profited  by  confining  himfelf 
more  than  feme  other  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen  within  the  bounds  of  the 
regular  drama.  The  fable  of  Emilie 
de  Galotti,  as  well  as  of  his  other  ’ 
tragedies,  is  more  regular  than  hap¬ 
py,  and  the  denouement  neither  na¬ 
tural  nor  plealing.  It  is  founded 
on  circumftanccs  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  thofe  in  the  dory  of  Virginia . 

'  A  prince  of  Guaftalla  is  defperately 
enamoured  of  Emilie  de  Galotti, 
who  is  juft  about  to  be  married  to 
a  man  of  rank  and  fortune,  the 
Count  Appiani.  On  the  day  of  his 
marriage,  he  is  way-laid  by  order 
of  a  wicked  minifter  of  the  prince, 
and  murdered.  His  bride  is  brought 
to  the  prince’s  country-feat,  where, 
to  prevent  any  chance  of  her  dif- 
hunour,  her  father  kills  her. 

After  the  firft  reading  of  Emilie , 
I  was  difpofed  to  wonder  at  the  re¬ 
putation  it  had  acquired  ;  but  a  fe- 
copd  placed  it  higher  in  my  eftima- 
tion.  This  was  naturally  the  cafe 
in  a  performance  where  the  whole 
was  neither  fo  perfect  .nor  fo  inte^ 
refting  as  fome  of  the  feenes  in  de¬ 
tail  were  forcible  and  ftriking. 
The  heroine  Emilie  de  Galotti  is 
but  imperfectly  drawn,  and  not  very 
well  fupported.  Indeed,  it  may  in 
general  be  observed  in  thefe  pieces, 
that  the  characters  of  the  female 
perfonages  are  by  much  the  moft 
defective,  both  in  beauty  and  in 
force.  This  may  perhaps  be  af- 
cnbed  to  the  ftate  of  iocietyin  Ger- 
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many,  where  the  fex  is  lefs  an  ot>- 
jeCt  of  confideration  and  refpeCt 
than  in  France,  and  fome  other 
parts  of  the  Continent.  But  there 
is  another  lady  in  this  t  agedy,  the 
Ccuntefs  d'Orfina,  the  betrayed  and 
abandoned  miftrefs  of  the  prince, 
whofe  character  the  poet  has  deli¬ 
neated  with  great  ability  J'ar‘d  one 
feene,  in  which  fhe  is  introduced 
along  with  the  father  of  Emilie,  in 
genuine  expreiiion  of  paftiori,  and 
pointed  force  of  dialogue,  may  be 
compared  to  feme  of  the  bell  which 
the  modern  ftage  can  bcaft. 

In  the  developement  of  the  fecret 
foldings  of  the  heart,  Lefling  feems 
deeply  {killed,  and  the  opening 
feenes  of  this  tragedy  contain  fome 
of  thofe  little  incidents  that  mark 
an  intimacy  with  human  nature, 
which  genius  alone  can  claim. 
But  in  its  progrefs  we  find,  in  fome 
degree,  a  want  of  that  ftrong  and 
juft  delineation  and  fupport  of  cha¬ 
racter,  but  chiefly  of  that  probable 
conduCt  and  interefting  iitu^tion, 
which  are  the  great  and  peculiar  re- 
quifites  of  dramatic  excellence.  It 
feems  alfo  defective  in  the  pathetic, 
for  which  certainly  the  fubjcCt  af¬ 
forded  very  great  room,  and  which, 
in  a  fimilar  fituation,  our  country¬ 
man  Rowe  has  contrived  fo  ftrongly 
to  excite. 

Of  Leflmg’s  performances  in  thefe 
volumes,  the  next  in  merit,  though, 
in  my  opinion,  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  is  Sara  Samfon,  an  Englifli 
ftory,  of  which  the  idea  feems  chiefly 
taken  from  ClariJJa ,  though  one 
character  in  it,  that  of  a  violent  and 
profligate  woman,  is  evidently  bor¬ 
rowed  from  Milkvoed  in  George  Barn- 
five//.  I  mult  venture  to  doubt, 
whether  a  character  of  this  fort  be 
proper  for  filling  a  principal^place 
in  tragedy.  There  is  a  degree  of 
infamy  in  the  vice  of'fuch  a  perfon 
c  that 
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that  is  fcarcely  fuitable  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  higher  drama,  and  which 
di  (guffs  us  with  its  appearance.  The 
Mar*v:ood of  Lefting  is  introduced  in 
foch  a  manner  as  to  heighten  that 
Gifguft.  The  amiable  female  of  the 
pieces  Sara  Samfcn ,  is  r,o  exception 
from  the  general  defeat  of  female 
charade r  in  this  collection.  And 
her  father,  who  is  placed  in  the  ten¬ 
der  fituation  of  which  feveral  au¬ 
thors  have  made  fo  affecting  a  ufc, 
the  parent  of  a  child  feduced  ftom 
honour,  though  ft  ill  alive  to  virtue, 
is  infipidly  drawn,  and  awkwardly 
introduced.  In  tins  tragedy,  is  an 
incident,  of  which  Lefiing  feems  to 
be  fond,  as  he  has  repeated  it  with 
very  little  variation  in  another  tra¬ 
gedy  called  V Efprit  Forty  a  dream, 
related  by  the  heroine,  predictive 
of  the  catartrophe.  This,  as  it  an¬ 
ticipates  the  conclufion,  is  always 
faulty.  No  part  of  the  conduit  of 
a  play  is  more  nice  and  difficult 
than  that  degree  of  information 
which  the  author  is  to  give  the  audi¬ 
ence  in  the  courfe  of  it.  In  gene¬ 
ral,  he  ftiould  certainly  not  foreftal 
their  expectations,  by  opening  his 
plot  too  foon.  But  there  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  theatrical  effect  which  of¬ 
ten  refults  from  letting  the  audience 
know  what  the  perft  ns  of  the  drama 
are  ignorant  of,  which  ffretches,  if 
I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  the  cords 
of  fear,  anxiety  and  hope  in  the 
fpectators  to  the  hjgheft  pitch, 
through  feenes  which  otherwife 
would  produce  thefe  feelings  in  an 
inferior,  as  well  as  ip  a  momentary 
degree.  This  knowledge  in  the 
audience,  of  Merope* s  fan,  while  fhe, 
in  ignorance  of  his  perfon,  is  op  the 
point  of  putting  him  to  death,  is 
one  of  the  molt  interefting  filiations 
which  dramatic  invention  has  ever 
produced;  and  there  is  nothing  on 


the  French  ftage  which  equals. the 
horror  of  that  feene  of  Crebillon’s 
Atree  et  Thy  eft  e,  where  the  devoted 
brother  attempts  terdifguife  himfelf 
from  Atrcusy  while  the  terrified 
fpectators  know  him  all  the  while* 
and  tremble  at  every  look  and  word 
which  they  think  will  difeover  him. 

Next  to  Lefting,  in  point  of 
name,  is  Goethe,  the  author  of 
two  tragedies  in  this  collection, 
Goetz,  de  Berliching  and  Cla-vidgo, 
and  .of  a  .drame  entitled  Stella.  The 
firft  I  have  already  mentioned  as 
highly  irregular  in  its  plan,  being 
a  life  thrown  into  dialogue  rather 
than  a  tragedy.  The  cojlume  of  the 
age  in  which  the  events  are  fap- 
pofed  to  have  happened,  is  very  well 
preferved.  The  fimple  manners, 
the  fidelity,  the  valour  and  the  ge- 
neroftty  of  a  German  knight,  are 
pourtrayed  in  a  variety  of  natural 
feenes.  This  national  quality,  I 
prefume,  has  been  the  caufe  of  its 
high  fame  in  Germany,  to  which  it 
feems  to  me  to  have  otherwife  not 
a  perfefUy  adequate  claim.  Tiis 
Cla-vidgo  is  founded  on  an  incident 
which  happened  to  the  celebrated 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais  in  Spain, 
who  is  introduced  as  a  perfon  of 
the  drama,  under  the  name  of  Ro- 
nacy  an  anagram  of  Caron,  with  the 
letters  a  little  tranfpofed.  The  dif- 
trefs  of  the  play  arifes  from  the 
falfehood  of  a  lover,  who  leaves  his 
miff  refs  after  being  engaged  to 
marrv  her.  Neither  the  delineation 
of  the  characters,  nor  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  plot  in  the  firft  two 
aCts,  is  entitled  to  much  applnufe; 
but  the  laft  aCt,  which  pniles  in 
fight  of  the  corpfe  of  Maria ,  is 
wrought  up  with  uncommon  force, 
and  muff,  on  the  ftage,  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  high  effeCt.  His  third  per¬ 
formance,  Stella,  is  ftrongly  marked 
I  3  with 
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with  that  enthufiaftic  fentiment  and 
refined  fen  Ability,  which,  in  the  Sor¬ 
rows  of  Werter,  he  has  fo  warmly 
indulged ;  and  in  point  of  immoral 
enedt,  the  drama  is  equally  repre¬ 
hensible  with  the  novel.  Its  con- 
clufion  is  in  the  bolded  dyle  of  this 
Sentimental  refinement  ;  fince  it 
gi^es  to  the  hero  two  wives,  with 
whom  he  is  to  fhare  that  heart,  to 
which  the  incidents  of  the  play  have 
fhewn  the  claims  of  both. 


Extract  from  Maxims  addreffed  to 
Young  Ladies ,  by  tbs  Count  efs 
Dowager  of  Carbide. 

HAbituate  yourfelf  to  that  way 
of  lite  mod  agreeable  to  the 
perfon  -to  whom  y*>u  are  united  :  be 
content  in  retirement,  or  with  fo- 
ciety,  with  the  town  or  the  coun¬ 
ty* 

If  he  fhould  prefer  the  country 
during  your  earlier  years,  a  period 
when  diverdons  are  mod  attractive, 
it  may  at  firid  be  painful ;  you  may 
be  fenfible  of  the  privation ; — but 
your  chance  for  durable happinefs  is 
infinitely  greater  there,  than  where 
each  fide  is  furrounded  with  conti¬ 
nual  dangers  to  domedic  tranquil¬ 
lity. 

Make  choice  of  fuch  amufements 
as  will  attach  him  to  your  com¬ 
pany  :  dudy  fuch  occupations  as 
will  render  you  of  confequence  to 
him;  fuch  as  the  management  of 
his  fortune,  and  the  condufl  of  his 
ho ufe ;  yet,  without  adiuning  a  fu- 
periority  unbecoming  your  fex. 

If  his  turn  of  mind  leads  him  to 
the  infpeidion  and  care  of  his  ehate, 
avoid  to  interfere  with  a  branch 
of  government,  net  properly  your 
fphere. 

Should  he  be  negleflful  of  his  fa- 
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mily  intereds,  fupplyhis  place  with 
redoubled  attention. 

If  public  employment  demand 
frequent  abfences  from  home,  make 
his  luppofed  intentions  there  to  be 
as  much  refpqdfed  as  if  he  were 
pfefent,  by  your  own  deference  to 
them. 

If  the  contagion  of  example  gain 
too  drong  an  empire  oyer  him,  if 
mided  by  pleafures,  or  hurried  by 
pafdon,  let  not  your  impatience 
prevent  his  return  to  reafpn. 

Let  an  early  examination  of  his 
temper,  prepare  you  to  bear  with 
inequalities,  to  which  all  are  more 
or  lefs  fubjefl. 

Do  not  attempt  to  dedroy  his  in¬ 
nocent  pleafures  by  pretexts  of  ceco- 
nomy ;  retrench  rather  your  own 
expences  to  promote  them. 

Should  he  fometimes  delight  iq 
trivial  occupations,  treat  fuch  with 
complaifance  ;  as  few  but  the  idle 
have  lei  lure  to  be  very  ill-tem¬ 
pered. 

Didurb  not  the  hours  he  may  have: 
allotted  for  amufement,  with  the  re¬ 
cital  of  domedic  grievances. 

Watch  for,  and  profit  of  fuch 
moments  of  his  leilure,  as  will  allow 
him,  without  pain  or  qhagrin,  to 
redrefs  them. 

Let  your  attentions  be  fo  conti¬ 
nued,  accompanied  by  no  affedia- 
tion  ;  yet  fo  eafy,  as  may  prove  they 
flow  from  the  heart. 

The  lead  appearance  of  flattery, 
mingled  with  afiiduity,  conveys  a 
fufpicion  of  intered. 

If  abfolute  necefiity,  or  free 
choice,  call  him  often  from  home 
(fuppofe  it  to  be  too  often)  when 
he  fhall  reviilt  that  home,  make  it 
fo  agreeable,  as  it  fhall  finally  ac¬ 
quire  the  preference. 

Show  the  greated  refpedl  to  his 
near  relations ;  obferve  a  cohftant 

civility 
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civility  towards  the  more  diffant ; 
let  there  be  no  marked  diftin&ion 
between  thofe,  on  either  fide,  in 
your  own  bread :  natural  affeflion 
may,  nay,  ought  to  prevail. 

During  the  education  of  men  in 
fchools,  colleges,  and  academies, 
friend  (hips  are  formed,  perhaps  too 
•early  fometimes  to  be  judicious,  but 
equally  hard  to  diffolve  :  if,  in  con- 
fequence,  you  behold  fuch  with 
pam,  do  not  attempt  to  break  them 
with  precipitation. 

When  a  perfon  fhall  fee  his  friends 
coolly  received  in  his  own  houfe, 
he  will  naturally  feek  occafions  to 
meet  them  abroad  :  maintain,  there¬ 
fore,  your  intereft  ‘  with  him,  by  a 
polite  behaviour  to  thofe  he  fo 
prefers,  although  you  may  not. 

Jealouiv  is  oft  ideal ;  it  is  ca¬ 
pricious,  its  dictates  inconfiderate. 


pole. 

The  delicate,  but  firm  counfels  of 
a  friend,  of  religion,  and,  if  polfible, 
a  fpeedy  retreat  for  a  while,  are  the 
fafeft  remedies  againlt  the  artful, 
but  foothing  attentions  of  real,  or 
feeming  admirers,  at  moments  when 
the  mind  is  irritated  by  reproach, 
or  the  feverities  infiifted  by  unjult 
fufplcions. 

Should  your  union  be  attended 
with  greater  felicity  than  is  the 
ufual  lot  of  our  fex,  govern  your 
juft  affeclions  to  prefer ve  it  :  by 
too  much  anxiety  you  may  dertroy 
it. 

.  Sufficient  are  the  real  difficulties 
we  have  each  to  encounter,  in  the 
courfe  of  our  lives ;  create  none' 
therefore  :  ufe  your  reafon  in  com¬ 
bating  the  former ;  and  be  filent  if 
the  weaknefs  of  your  frame  prevent 
an  entire  fuppreifion  of  fidlitious 
ones. 

|f  afflifted  with  bad  .health,  ffudy 


to  avoid  complaint ;  it  is  an  en- 
crealing  habit,  affording  no  elfential 
relief  to  the  fufferer,  and  apt  to 
make  the  lives  of  others  as  irkfome 
as  your  own. 

Y ou  will  contract  indelicacy  by  a 
defcription  of  your  infirmities  :  you 
may  perhaps  excite  companion  from 
a  humane  difpofition,  but  you  rifque 
a  diminution  of  affection. 

Whatever  diffentions  may  arife 
(how  much  foever  your  conduft 
and  underftanding  may  j  notify  the 
part  you  take  in  them)  fuffer  the 
interference  of  no  third  perfon ; 
but  more  efpecially  if  you  fuppofe 
their  partiality  would  lead  them  to 
decide  in  your  favour. 

Thofe  friendihips  which  are  early 
produced  between  two  very  young 
women,  in  the  theatre  of  the  great 
world,  and  where  both  are  equally 
engaged  in  all  the  frivolities  of  fa- 
fhion,  are  ufually  very  flightly  ce¬ 
mented,  and  are  as  briefly  diflolved. 

If  your  fortune  be  moderate,  ceco- 
nomy  is  abfolutely  neceffary. 

If  confiderable,  method  and  pru* 
dence  will  render  it  doubly  bene¬ 
ficial. 

Obferve  the  utmoft  regularity  in 
the  keeping  of  your  houfehold  ac¬ 
counts;  it  is  tranquillity  to  you, 
j  office  to  your  dependents. 

The  luxury  of  this  age  exaffs 
from  the  miff  refs  of  a  great  houfe, 
or  indeed  a  fmaller,  fome  attention 
to  a  table ;  difdain  not  therefore  to 
give  a  proper  application  to  that 
ffudy. 

With  regard  to  drefs,  do  not 
afpire  to  be  a  leader  in  fafhions, 
nor  exceffive  in  point  of  ornament. 

Follow  faihions  at  a  moderate 
diffance,  nor  blindly  adopt  fuch  as 
may  expofe  you  to  ridicule  ;  for 
fervile  imitation  makes  no  diffincr 
tions. 

I  4.  i  Should 


/ 


1 20  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  179©. 


Should  a  plentiful  fortune  enable 
you  to  indulge  a  difpofition  to  give, 
compleat  the  happinefs  of  the  re¬ 
ceivers  by  the  manner  of  bellow¬ 
ing- 

If  naturally  blefted  with  a  good 
memory,  exercife  it  continually. 

Reft  not  contented  with  the  plea 
of  a  bad  memory  ;  it  is  but  another 
name  for  negligence  among  young 
pcrfcns. 

1  here  are  certainly  degrees  of 
memory ;  fome  more  feeble,  feme 
more  perfeCt  than  others:  for  the 
one,  there  are  many  helps ;  the  other 
ipuft  be  fupported  properly. 

jRefolution  and  perfeverance  are 
correctives  to  an  indolent  memory. 

Repeat  to  yourfelf,  or  transcribe 
uvhat  is  neceffary  to  retain  for  your 
inftruClion. 

Materials  which  memory  Shall 
colledt,  ought  to  be  of  the  benevo¬ 
lent  kind  ;  and  when  re-pre  duced, 
let  diferetion  and  charity  distribute 
them. 

Employ  the  powers  of  memory  in 
the  recollection  of  the  favours  of 
Providence,  of  the  blefiings  and 
efcapes  we  have  received  from  that 
all-giving  hand.  N 

If  the  love  of  admiration,  in  your 
youthful  days,  Shall  bear  no  part  in 
your  attachment  to  the  amufements 
of  the  theatre,  there  are  none  more 
iultruCtive,  nor  more  eligible  for  re¬ 
laxation. 

When  you  can  fix  your  mirvt  on 
the  Scenes  before  you,  when  the  eye 
Shall  not  wander  to,  nor  the  heart 
flutter  at,  the  Surrounding  objeCts  of 
the  SpeCtade,  you  will  return  home 
inftruCted  and  improved. 

The  great  utilities  you  may  reap 
from  well-afted  Tragedy  are,  the 
exciting  your  companion  to  real 
fufferings,  the  fuppreftion  of  your 
vanity  in  profperity,  and  the  inspir¬ 


ing  »you  with  heroic  patience  in  ad- 
verfity. 

In  Comedy,  you  will  receive  con¬ 
tinual  correction,  delicately  applied 
to  your  errors  and  foibles ;  be  im¬ 
partial  in  the  application,  and  di¬ 
vide  it  humbly  with  your  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  friends,  and  even  with  your 
enemies. 

A  very  few  precepts,  and  much 
good  example,  to  perfons  destitute 
of  education,  are  the  fureft  methods 
of  encouraging  virtue  among  them. 

Profit  by  others*  misfortunes,  or 
miftakes,  as  a  correction  to  your 
pride,  and  as  a  guard  to  your  fteps. 

Extend  your  kindnefs,  and  con¬ 
tinue  your  afteClions  to  all  that  fhall 
remain  of  thofe  you  loved,  if  wor¬ 
thy  ;  it  is  the  only  fure  mode  of 
confolation  you  can  have  recourfe 
tp. 

In  grief,  ficknefs,  and  danger, 
make  your  firft  and  conftant  Expli¬ 
cation  to  that  Power,  who  alone 
can  relieve  and  fave. 

Let  your  conduCt  be  fuch  to  all 
around  you,  as  fhall  lead  them  to 
the  fame  path  without  affright. 

If  your  ftrength  of  mind  fubfifts 
during  your  malady,  if  it  gives  you 
time  for  the  exertion  of  rational 
power,  let  it  check,  as  much  as 
poflible,  thofe  encroaching  indul¬ 
gences  which  ficknefs  is  prone  to 
exaCt. 

be  affured,  that  wheri  able  tp 
exert  your  chearfulnefs,  it  is  npwife 
contrary  to  the  precepts  of  reli¬ 
gion. 

Fix  your  eye  habitually  on  im¬ 
mortality,  to  pafs  more  lightly  thro’ 
the  pangs  of  mortality. 

A  continued  and  humble  refigna- 
tion  will  fecure  yogr  peace  in  the 
moft  aweful  of  moments— rthat  of 
your  diffolution. 

Hiftory 


I 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS,  xai 


Hiftory  of  Walter  Wormwood,  an 
envious  Dcfamer .  From  the  Qb- 
ferver ,  vol,  v, 

To  the  Observer. 

AS  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
repent  of  a  fatal  propenfity, 
that  has  led  me  to  commit  many 
offences,  not  the  lefs  irkforrje  to  my 
prefen-t  feelings  for  the  fecrecy, 
with  which  I  contrived  to  execute 
them  ;  and  as  thefe  can  now  be  no 
othervvife  atoned  for  than  by  a  frank 
confeffion,  1  have  refolved  upon 
this  mode  of  addreffing  mylelf  to 
you.  Few  people  chufe  to  difplay 
their  own  characters  to  the  world  in 
fuch  colours  as  I  fhall  give  to  mine, 
but  as  I  have  mangled  fo  many  re¬ 
putations  in  my  time  without  mercy, 
I  fhould  be  the  mcaneft  of  mankind 
if  I  fpared  my  own  ;  and  being  now 
about  to  fpeak  of  a  perfon,  whom 
no  man  loves,  I  may  give  vent  to 
an  acrimony,  at  which  no  man  can 
take  offence.  If  lf  have  been  trou- 
blefome  to  others,  I  am  no  lefs  un¬ 
comfortable  to  myfelf,  and  amidtl 
vexations  without  number  the  great- 
eft  of  all  is,  that  there  is  not  one, 
which  does  not  originate  from  my¬ 
felf. 

I  entered  upon  life  with  many 
advantages  natural  and  acquired ; 
I  am  indebted  to  my  parents  for  a 
liberal  education,  and  to  nature  for 
no  contemptible  fliare  of  talents: 
my  propenftties  were  not  fuch  as 
betrayed  me  into  diftipation  and  ex¬ 
travagance:  my  mind  was  habitu¬ 
ally  of  a  ftudious  caft ;  I  had  a 
paftion  for  books,  and  began  to  col¬ 
led  them  at  an  early  period  of  my 
life  :  to  them  I  devoted  the  greateft 
portion  of  my  time,  and  had  my  va¬ 
nity  been  of  a  fort  to  be  contented 


with  the  literary  credit  I  had  now 
acquired,  I  had  been  happy ;  hut  I 
was  ambitious  of  convincing  the 
world  I  was  not  the  idle  owner  of 
weapons,  which  I  did  not  know  the 
ufe  of ;  I  feized  every  fafe  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  my  p^etenftons 
refpeded  by  fuch  dabblers  in  the 
belles  lettres,  who  paid  court  to  me, 
and  as  i  was  ever  cautious  of  ftep- 
ping  an  inch  beyond  my  tether  on 
thele  occaflons,  I  foon  found  my¬ 
felf  credited  for  more  learning,  than 
my  real  ftock  amounted  to.  I  re¬ 
ceived  all  vifitors  in  my  library, 
affeded  a  ftudious  air,  and  took  care 
to  furnilh  my  table  with  volumes 
of  a  feled  fort ;  upon  thefe  I  was 
prepared  to  defcant,  if  by  chance  a, 
curious  friend  took  up  any  one  of 
them ;  and  as  there  is  little  fame  to 
be  got  by  treading  in  the  beaten 
track  of  popular  opinion,  I  fome- 
times  took  the  libertv  to  be  eccen- 

j 

trie  and  paradoxical  in  my  criti- 
cifms  and.  cavils,  which  gained  me 
great  refped  from  the  ignorant, 
(for  upon  fuch  only  I  took  care  to 
pradife  this  chicanery)  fo  that  in 
a  ftiort  time  I  became  a  fovereign 
didator  within  a  certain  fet,  who 
looked  up  to  me  for  fecond-hand 
opinions  in  all  matters  of  iiterary 
tafte,  and  faw  myfelf  inaugurated  by 
my  flatterers  cenfor  of  all  new  pub¬ 
lications. 

My  trumpeters  had  now  made 
fuch  a  noife  in  the  world,  that  I 
began  to  be  in  great  requeft,  and 
men  of  real  literature  laid  out  for 
my  acquaintance;  but  here  1  aded 
with  a  coldnefs,  that  was  in  me 
conftitutional  as  well  as  prudential: 
I  was  refolved  not  to  rife  my  lau¬ 
rels,  and  throw  away  the  fruits  of 
a  triumph  fo  cheaply  purchafed : 
felicitations  that  would  have  flat¬ 
tered  others,  only  alarmed  me  ;  fuch 

was 
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was  not  the  fociety  I  delighted  in  ; 
agairrft  fuch  attacks  I  entrenched 
niyfeif  with  the  mod  jealous  cau¬ 
tion:  If  however  by  accident  I  was 
drawn  out  of  my  faftnefles,  and 
trapped  unawares  into  an  ambuf- 
cade  of  wicked  wits,  1  armed  my-  • 
felf  to  meet  them,  with  a  triple  tier 
of  fmiles ;  I  primed  my  lips  with 
fuch  a  ready  charge  of  flattery, 
that  when  I  had  once  engaged  them 
in  the  pleaflng  contemplation  of 
their  own  merits,  they  were  feldom 
difpofed  to  fcrutinize  into  mine, 
and  thus  in  general  I  contrived  to 
efcape  undeleted.  Though  it  was 
no  eafy  matter  to  extort  an  opinion 
from  me  in  fuch  companies,  yet 
fometimes  I  was  unavoidably  en¬ 
tangled  in  converfation,  and  then  I 
was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  all 
my  addrefs ;  happily  my  features 
were  habituated  to  a  fmile  of  the 
moll;  convertible  fort,  for  it  would 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  affected  hu¬ 
mility  as  well  as  thofe  of  actual  con- 

J 

tempt,  to  which  in  truth  it  was 
more  congenial :  my  opinion,  there¬ 
fore,  upon  any  point  of  controverfy, 
flattered  both  parties  and  befriend¬ 
ed  neither;  it  was  calculated  to 
imp  refs  the  company  with  an  idea 
that  I  knew  much  more  than  I  pro- 
fell:  to  know ;  it  was  in  fhort  fo 
infinuating,  fo  fubmitted,  fo  hefltat- 
ing,  that  a  man  mu  ft  have  had  the 
heart  of  Nero  to  have  perfecuted 
a  being  fo  abfolutely  inorfenftve: 
but  thefe  facrifices  coft  me  dear, 
for  they  were  foreign  to  my  na¬ 
ture,  and,  as  I  hated  my  fuperiors,  I 
avoided  their  fociety. 

Having  fufticiently  diftinguifhed 
niyfelf  as  a  critic.  I  now  began  to 
meditate  fome  fee  ret  attempts  as  an 
author  ;  but  in  thefe  the  fame  cau¬ 
tion  attended  me,  and  my  perfor¬ 
mances  did  not  rife  above  a  little 


fonnet,  or  a  parody,  which  I  circu-r 

lated  through  a  few  hands  without 

a  name,  prepared  to  difavow  it,  if 

it  was  not  applauded  to  my  wifhes  : 

I  alfo  wrote  occaftonal  e flays  and 

*  ■ 

paragraphs  for  the  public  prints, 
by  way  of  trying  my  talents  in  va¬ 
rious  kinds  of  ftile ;  by  thefe  ex¬ 
periments  1  acquired  a  certain  fa¬ 
cility  of  imitating  other  people’s 
manner  and  difgmiing  my  own,  and 
fo  far  my  point  was  gained ;  but  as 
for  the  feeret  fatisfa&ion  I  had 
promifed  myfelfin  hearing  my  pro¬ 
ductions  applauded,  of  that  I  was 
altogether  difappointed;  for  though 
I  tried  both  praife  and  difpraife  for 
the  purpofe  of  bringing  them  into 
notice,  I  never  had  the  pleafure  to 
be  contradicted  by  any  man  in  the 
latter  cafe,  or  feconded  by  a  living 
foul  in  the  former:  X  had  circulated 
a  little  poem,  which  coft  me  fome 
pains,  and  as  I  had  been  flattered 
with  the  appl.aufe  it  gained  from 
feveral  of  its  readers,  I  put  it  one 
evening  in  my  pocket,  and  went  to 
the  houfe  of  a  certain  perfon,  who 
was  much  reforted  to  by  men  of 
genius :  an  opportunity  luckily  of¬ 
fered  for  producing  my  manufeript, 
which  I  was  prepared  to  avow  as 
foon  as  the  company  prefent  had 
given  fentence  in  its  favour  :  it  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  dramatic 
author  of  fome  celebrity,  who  read 
it  aloud,  an-d  in  a  manner  as  I 
thought  that  clearly  anticipated  his 
difguft  :  as  fcon  therefore  as  he  had 
finished  it  and  demanded  of  me  if 
I  knew  the  author,  I  had  no  hefi- 
tation  to  declare  that  I  did  not — 
Then  I  prefume,  rejoined  he,  it  is 
no  offence  to  fay  I  think  it  the 
mereft  trafh  I  ever  read — None  in 
life,  I  replied,  and  from  that  mo¬ 
ment  held  him  in  everlafting  hatred. 

Difgufted  with  the  world,  I  now 

began 
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began  to  dip  my  pen  in  gall,  and 
as  loon  as  I  had  finglea  out  a  pro¬ 
per  object  for  my  fpleen,  I  looked 
found  him  for  his  weak  fide,  where 
I  could  place  a  blow  to  bell  ef¬ 
fect,  and  wound  him  undifcover- 
ed:  the  author  abovemendoned  had 
a  full  lhare  of  my  attention;  he 
was  an  irritable  man,  and  I  have 
feen  him  agonized  with  the  pain, 
which  my  very  Jfhafts  had  given 
him,  whilfl  I  was  foremoll  to  ar¬ 
raign  the  fcurrility  of  the  age,  and 
encourage  him  to  difregard  it : 
the  practice  I  had  been  in  of  mafk- 
ing  my  llile  facilitated  my  attacks 
upon  every  body,  who  either  moved 
my  envy,  or  provoked  my  fpleen. 

The  meanelt  of  all  paflions  had 
now  taken  entire  poflelfion  of  my 
heart,  and  I  furrendered  myfelf  to  it 
without  a  llruggle :  ftili  there  was 
a  confcioufnefs  about  me,  that  funk 
me  in  my  own  efteem  ;  and  when  I 
met  the  eye  cf  a  man,  whom  I  had 
fecretly  defamed,  I  felt  abalhed, 
fociety  became  painful  to  me  ;  and 
I  Ihrunk  into  retirement,  for  my 
felf-elleem  was  loll ;  though  I  had 
gratified  my  malice,  I  had  deftroy- 
ed  my  comfort;  I  now  contem¬ 
plated  myfelf  a  folitary  being  at 
the  %rery  moment  when  I  had  every 
requisite  of  fortune,  health,  and  en¬ 
dowments  to  have  recommended  me 
to  the  world,  and  to  thofe  tender 
ties  and  engagements,  which  are 
natural  tc  man,  and  conilitute  his 
bell  enjoyments. 

The  fblitude  I  reforted  to  made 
me  every  day  more  moroie,  and 
fuppi/ed  me  with  reflections  that 
rendered  me  intolerable  to  myfelf 
and  unfit  for  fociety.  I  had  reafon 
to  apprehend,  in  fpite  of  all  'my 
caution,  that  I  was  now  narrowly 
watched,  and  that  llrong  fufpicions 
were  taken  up  again  ft  me.;  when, 


as  I  was  fealling  my  jaundiced  eye 
one  morning  with  a  certain  newf- 
paper,  which  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
employing  as  the  vehicle  of  my  ve¬ 
nom,  I  was  llartled  at  difcovering 
myfelf  confpicuoully  pointed  out  in 
an  angry  column  as  a  cowardly  de- 
famer,  and  menaced  with  perfonal 
chaff  ifement,  as  foon  as  ever  proofs 
could  be  obtained  againll  me;  and 
this  threatening  denunciation  evi¬ 
dently  came  from  the  very  author, 
who  had  unknowingly  given  me 
fuch  umbrage,  when  he  recited  my 
poem. 

The  fight  of  this  refentful  para¬ 
graph  was  like  an  arrow  to  my 
brain  :  habituated  to  Ikirmilh  only 
behind  entrenchments,  I  was  ill  pre¬ 
pared  to  turn  into  the  open  field* 
and  had  never  put  the  queflion  to 
my  heart,  how  it  was  provided  for 
the  emergency.  In  early  life  I  had 
not  any  reafon  to  fufpedt  my  cou¬ 
rage,  nay  it  was  rather  forward  to 

meet  occasions  in  thofe  davs  of  in- 

✓ 

nocence;  but  the  meannefs  I  had 
lately  funk  into  had  fapped  every 
manly  principle  of  my  nature,  and 
I  now  difcovered  to  my  forrow, 
that  in  talcing  up  the  lurking  malice 
of  an  aflaflm,  I  had  loft  the  gallant 
fpir.it  of  a  gentleman. 

There  was  fH.ll  one  alleviation  to 
my  terrors  :  it  fo  chanced  that  1 
was  not  the  author  of  the  particular 
libel,  which  my  accufer  had  imput¬ 
ed  to  me ;  and  though  I  had  been 
father  of  a  thoufand  others,  I  felt 
myfelf  fupported  by  truth  in  almolh 
the  only  charge,  againfl  which  I 
could  have  fairly  appealed  to  it. 
It  ieemed  to  me  therefore  advife- 
able  to  lofe  no  time  in  difculpating 
myfelf  from  the  accufation;  yet  to 
feek  an  interview  with  this  irascible 
man  was  afervice  of  fome  danger: 
chance  threw  the  opportunity  in  my 

way. 
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way,  winch  I  had  probably  elfe 
wanted  fpirit  to  invite ;  I  accofled 
him  with  all  imaginable  civility,  and 
made  the  flrongefl  aflcverations  of 
my  innocence  :  whether  I  did  this 
with  a  fet  vility  that  might  aggra¬ 
vate  his  fufpicions,  or  that  he  had 
others  imp  re  fled  upon  him  befidcs 
thole  I  was  labouring  to  remove,  fo 
it  was,  that  he  treated  all  i  faid  with 
the  mod  contemptuous  incredulity, 
and  elevating  his  voice  to  a  tone 
that  petrified  me  with  fear,  bade  me 
avoid  his  fight,  threatening  me  both 
by  words  and  addons  in  a  manner 
too  humiliating  to  relate. 

Alas  !  can  words  exprefs  my 
feelings  ?  Is  there  a  being  more 
wretched  than  myfelf?  to  be  fiiend- 
1  fs,  an  exile  from  fociety,  and  at 
enmity  with  myfelf,  is  a  fit  nation 
deplorable  in  the  extreme  :  let  what 
I  have  now  written  be  made  public; 
if  I  could  believe  my  fname  would 
be  turned  to  others*  profit,  it  might 
perhaps  become  lefs  painful  to  my¬ 
felf  ;  if  men  want  other  motives  to 
divert  them  from  defamation,  than 
what  their  own  hearts  fupply,  let 
them  turn  to  my  example,  and  if 
they  will  not  be  reafoned,  let  them 
be  frightened  out  of  their  propen- 
iity. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
Walter  Wo r m wood. 


Observations  cn  the  various  Sorts  cf 
Stile .  From  the  Jams* 

II E  celebrated  author  of  the 
JL  Ratnblcr  in  his  concluding 
paper  fays,  1  have  laboured  to  refine 
cur  language  to  grammatical  purity, 
and  to  clear  it  from  colloquial  barha- 
rifms ,  licentious  idio?ns  and  irregular 
combinations  :  fometbing  perhaps  I 
have  added  to  the  elegance  cf  its  con- 
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ft  ru £1  ion ,  and  fometbing  to  the  harr 
many  of  its  cadence .  I  hope  our 
language  hath  gained  all  the  profit, 
which  the  labours  of  this  meritorious 
writer  were  exerted  to  produce:  in 
ffcile  of  a  certain  defeription  he  un¬ 
doubtedly  excels ;  but  though  I 
think  there  is  much  in  his  effays  for 
a  reader  to  admire,  I  fhouid  not 
recommend  them  as  a  model  for  a 
difciple  to  copy. 

Simplicity,  eafe  and  perfpicuity 
fhouid  be  the  find  cbjedts  of  a  young 
writer  :  Addifon  and  other  authors 
of  his  clafs  will  furnifh  him  with 
examples,  and  aflift  him  in  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  thefe  excellencies ;  but 
after  all,  the  ftile,  in  which  a  man 
fhall  write,  will  not  be  formed  by 
imitation  only ;  it  will  be  the  flile 
of  his  mind;  it  will  affi'milate  itfelf 
to  his  mode  of  thinking,  and  take 
its  colour  from  the  complexion  of 
his  ordinary  difeourfe,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  he  conforts  with.  As  for  that 
difdnguifhing  charadleriflic,  which 
the  ingenious  eflayifl  terms  very 
properly  the  harmony  of  its  cadence  ; 
that  I  take  to  be  incommunicable 
and  immediately  dependant  upon 
the  ear  of  him  who  models  it.  This 
harmony  of  cadence  is  fo  llrong  a 
mark  of  diferimination  between  au¬ 
thors  cf  note  in  the  world  of  letters, 
that  we  can  depofe  to  a  flile,  whole 
modulation  we  are  familiar  with, 
almofl  as  confidently  as  to  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  a  correfpondent.  But 
though  I  think  there  will  be  found 
in  the  periods  of  every  eflablifhed 
writer  a  certain  peculiar  tune, 
(whether  harmonious  or  otherwif?) 
which  will  depend  rather  upon  the 
natural  ear  than  upon  the  imitative 
powers,  yet  I  would  not  be  under¬ 
flood  to  fay  that  the  lludy  of  gc<?d 
models  can  fail  to  be  of  ufe  in  the 
firlt  formation  of  it.  When  a  fub- 
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jeft  prefents  itfelf  to  the  mind,  and 
thoughts  arife,  which  are  to  he  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing,  it  is  then  for  a 
man  to  chufe  whether  he  will  cx- 
prels  himlelf  in  Ample  or  in  ela¬ 
borate  diction,  whether  he  will  com- 
prcls  his  matter  or  dilate  it,  orna¬ 
ment  it  with  epithets  and  robe  it  in 
metaphor,  or  whether  he  will  de¬ 
liver  it  plainly  and  naturally  infuch 
language  as  a  well-bred  per  Ion  and 
a  fcholar  would  ufc,  who  affeCts  no 
parade  of  fpecch,  nor  aims  at  any 
flights  of  fancy.  Let  him  decide 
as  he  will,  in  ail  tliefe  cafes  he  hath 
models  in  plenty  to  chufe  from, 
which  may  be  laid  to  court  his  imi¬ 
tation. 

Forinftance;  if  his  ambition  is 
to  glitter  and  furprize  with  the 
figurative  and  metaphorical  brilli¬ 
ancy  of  his  period,  let  him  tune  his 
ear  to  fome  i'uch  paflages  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  where  DoSlor  Johnfon  in  the 
character  of  critic  and  biographer 
is  pronouncing  upon  the  poet  Con¬ 
greve.  “  His  feenes  exhibit  not 
much  of  humour,  imagery  or  paf- 
fion  :  his  perfonages  are  a  kind,  of 
intellectual  gladiators ;  every  fen- 
tence  is  to  ward  oritrike;  the  coa¬ 
ted  of  fmartnefs  is  never  intermit¬ 
ted  ;  his  wit  is  a  meteor  playing 
to  and  fro  with  alternate  corufca- 
tions.,,  If  he  can  learn  to  embroi¬ 
der  with  as  much  fplendor,  taile  and 
addrefs  as  this  and  many  other  fam- 
ples  from  the"  fame  mailer  exhibit, 
he  cannot  ftudy  in  a  better  fchool. 

On  the  contrary,  if  fimplicity  be 
his  objeft,  and  a  certain  lerenity  of 
ftile,  which  feems  in  unifon  with  the 
foul,  he  ma,y  open  the  Spectator,  and 
take  from  the  firft  paper  of  Mr. 
Addijon  the  find  paragraph,  that 
meets  his  eye — *:he  following  for 
inltance — f{  There  is  nothing  that 
makes  its  way  more  direCtly  to  the 


foul  than  Beauty ,  which  immediate!'/ 
diffufes  a  fecret  fatisfaclion  and 
complacency  through  the  imagina- 
tion,  and  gives  a  nniihing  to  any 
thing  that  is  great  or  uncommon : 
the  very  firft  difeover/  of  it  ftrikes 
the  mind  with  an  inward  joy,  and 
fp reads  a  chearfulnefs  and  delight 
through  all  its  faculties.”  Or  again 
m  the  fame  effay  :  “  We  no  where 
meet  with  a  more  glorious  or  plead¬ 
ing  (how  in  nature  than  what  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  heavens  at  the  riling 
and  fetting  of  the  fun,  which  is 
wholly  made  up  of  thole  different 
ftains  of  light,  that  lhow  themfelves 
in  clouds  cf  a  different  fituation.” 
A  florid  writer  would  hardly  have 
refilled  the  opportunities,  which 
here  court  the  imagination  to  in¬ 
dulge  its  flights,  whereas  few  writers 
cf  any  fort  would  have  been  taunt¬ 
ed  on  a  topic  merely  critical  to 
have  employed  fueh  figurative  and 
fplendid  diction,  as  that  of  DoCtor 
Johnfon  ;  thefe  little  lamples  there¬ 
fore,  though  leiqcied  with  little  or 
no  care,  but  taken  as  they  came  to 
hand,  may  ferve  to  exemplify  my 
meaning,  and  in  fome  degree  cha¬ 
racterize  the  different  {files  of  the 
refpeCtive  writers.  ■ 

Now  as  every  ftudent,  who  is 
capable  of  copying  either  of  thefe 
(files,  or  even  of  comparing  them, 
muft  di.cefn  on  which  fide  the 
greater  danger  of  mifearrying  lies* 
as  well  as  the  greater  dilgrace  in 
caie  of  fuch  mifcarrtage,  prudence 
‘will  direCt  him  in  his  outfet  not  to 
hazard  the' 'attempt-  at  a  florid  dic¬ 
tion.  If  his  ’ear  hath-  rot  been  vi¬ 
tiated  by  vulgar  habitudes,  he  will 
only  have  to  guard  againft  mean 
exprefiions,  whiift  he  is  itu dying  to 
be  fimple  and  perfpicuous ;  he  will 
put  his  thongats -into  language  na¬ 
turally  as  they  j.  rdbnt  th.emlelves, 
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giving  them  for  the  prefent  little 
more  than  mere  grammatical  cor¬ 
rection  ;  afterwards,  upon  a  clofer 
review,  he  will  polifh  thofe  parts 
that  feem  rude,  harmonize  them 
where  they  are  unequal,  comprefs 
what  is  too  diffufive,  raife  what  is 
low,  and  attune  the  whole  to  that 
general  cadence,  which  feems  mod 
grateful  to  his  ear. 

But  if  our  ftudent  hath  been  fmit- 
ten  with  the  turbulent  oratory  of 
the  fenate,  the  acrimonious  decla¬ 
mation  of  the  bar,  or  the  pompous 
eloquence  of  the  pulpit,  and  fhall 
take  the  lofty  fpeakers  in  thefe  fe- 
veral  orders  for  his  models,  rather 
than  fuch  as  addrefs  the  ear  in 
humbler  tones,  his  paflions  will  in 
that  cafe  hurry  him  into  the  florid 
and  figurative  ftile,  to  a  fublime 
and  fwelling  period ;  and  if  in  this 
he  excels,  it  mud  be  owned  he 
accomplifhes  a  great  and  arduous 
talk,  and  he  will  gain  a  liberal  fhare 
of  applaufe  from  the  world,  which  in 
general  is  apt  to  be  captivated  with 
thofe  high  and  towering  images, 
that  ftrike  and  furprize  the  fenfes. 
In  this  ftile  the  Hebrew  prophets 
write,  “  vvhofe  difeourfe”  (to  ufe 
the  words  of  die  learned  DoSior 
Bentley )  “  after  the  genius  of  the 
Eaftern  nations,  is  thick  fet  with 
metaphor  and  allegory ;  the  fame 
'bold  comparifons  and  dithyrambic 
liberty  of  llile  every  where  occur¬ 
ring — For  when  the  Spirit  of  God 
came  upon  the?n ,  and  breathed  a  new 
warmth  and  vigour  through  all  the 
powers  of  the  body  and  foul;  when 
by  the  influx  of  divine  light  the 
whole  feene  pf  Chrift’s  heavenly 
kingdom  was  reprefertted  to  their 
view,  l'o  that  their  hearts  were  ra- 
vifhed  with  joy,  and  their  imagina¬ 
tions  turgid  and  pregnant  with  the 
glorious  ideas  ;  then  furely  ,  if  ever. 


their  ftile  would  tie  ftrong  and 
lofty,  full  of  allufions  to  all  that  is 
great  and  magnificent  in  the  king¬ 
doms  of  this  world.”  ( Commence¬ 
ment  Sermon.)— And  thefe  flights 
of  imagination,  thefe  effufions  of 
rapture  and  fublimity  will  occafi<?n- 
ally  be  found  in  the  pulpit  eloquence 
of  fame  of  our  moft  correct  and 
temperate  writers  ;  witrxefs  that 
brilliant  apoftrophe  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  ninth  difeourfe  of  Bijhop  Sher¬ 
lock,  than  whom  few  or  none  have 
written  with  more  didaCtic  brevity 
and  fimplicity — “  Go,”  (fays  he  to 
the  Deifts)  “  go  to  your  natural 
religion :  Lay  before  her  Mahomet 
and  his  difeipies  arrayed  in  armour 
and  in  blood,  riding  in  triumph 
over  the  fpoils  of  thoufands  and  tens 
of  thoufands,  who  fell  by  his  viClci 
rious  fvvord :  Shew  her  the  cities, 
which  he  fetf  in  flames,  the  countries 
which  he  ravaged  and  deftroyed, 
and  the  miferable  diftrefs  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  When  Ihe 
has  viewed  kirn  in  this  feene,  carry 
her  into  his  retirements ;  Ihew  her 
the  prophet’s  chamber,  his  concu¬ 
bines  and  wives ;  let  her  fee  his 
adultery,  and  hear  him  alledge  re¬ 
velation  and  his  divine  comraiflion 
to  juftify  his  lull  and  opprefiion. 
When  Are  is  tired  with  this  profpeCt, 
then  {hew  her  the  blefted  Jefus, 
humble  and  meek,  doing  good  to 
all  the  fons  of  men,  patiently  in-' 
ft  rafting  both  the  ignorant  and 
perverfe ;  let  her  fee  him  in  his 
moft  retired  privacies;  let  her  fol¬ 
low  him  to  the  mount,  and  hear  his 
devotions  and  fupplications  to  God; 
carr^y  her  to  his  table  to  view  his 
poor  fare,  and  hear  his  heavenly 
difeourfe:  Let  her  fee  him  injured 
but  not  provoked;  let  her  attend 
him  to  the  tribunal,  and  confider 
the  patience  with  which  he  endured 

the 
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phe  feoffs  and  reproaches  of  his 
enemies :  Lead  her  to  his  croL,  and 
iet  her  view  him  in  the  agony  of 
death,  and  hear  his  lad  prayer  for  his 
perfect! tors — Father,  forgive  them, 
for  they  knovo  not  what  they  do.” 

This  is  a  lofty  paffage  in  the  high 
imperative  tone  of  declamation  ;  it 
is  richly  coloured,  boldly  contraded 
and  replete  with  imagery,  and  is 
amongll  the  dronged  of  thole  in¬ 
dances,  where  the  orator  add  redes 
himfelf  to  the  fenfes  and  padions  of 
his  hearers  :  JBut  let  the  difciple 
tread  t-iis  path  with  caution ;  let 
him  wait  the  call,  and  be  fure  he 
has  an  occafron  worthy  of  his  efforts 
before  he  makes  them. 

Allegory,  perfonincation  and  me¬ 
taphor  will  prefs  upon  his  imagina¬ 
tion  at  certain  times,  but  let  him 
foberly  confuit  his  judgment  in  thofe 
moments,  and  weigh  their  dtnefs 
before  he  admits  them  into  his  dile. 
As  for  allegory,  it  is  at  bed  but  a 
kind  of  fairy  form  ;  it  is  hard  to  na¬ 
turalize  it,  and  it  will  rarely  fill  a 
graceful  part  in  any  manly  compo- 
fition.  With  refpeci  to  perfonifica- 
tion,  as  I  am  (peaking  of  profe  only, 
it  is  but  an  exotic  ornament,  and 
may  be  conddered  rather  as  the 
loan  of  the  mufes  than  as  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  profe  ;  let  our  dudent 
therefore  beware  how  he  borrows 
the  feathers  of  the  jay,  led  his  un¬ 
natural  finery  fhould  only  ferve  to 
make  him  pointed  at  and  defpiied. 
Metaphor,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
common  property,  and  he  may  take 
his  (hare  of  it,  provided  lie  has  difere- 
tion  not  to  abufe  bis  privilege,  and 
neither  furfeits  the  appetite  with 
repletion,  nor  confounds  the  palate 
with  too  much  variety :  Let  his 
metaphor  be  appofite,  fingle  and 
unconfufed,  and  it  will  ferve  him 
is  a  kind  of  rhetorical  lever  to  lift 


and  elevate  his  dile  above  the  pitch 
of  ordinary  difeourfe  ;  let  him  alfo 
fo  apply  this  machine,  as  to  make  it 
touch  in  as  many  points  as  poffible; 
othervvife  it  can  never  fo  poife  the 
weight  above  it,  as  to  keep  it  firm 
and  deady  on  its  proper  center. 

To  give  an  example  of  the  right 
ufe  and  application  of  this  figure, 
1  again  apply  to  a  learned  author 
already  quoted—f‘  Our  fird  parents 
having  fallen  from  their  native  date 
of  innocence,  the  tin&ure  of  evil, 
like  an  hereditary  difeafe,  infe&ed 
all  their  poderity ;  and  the  leaven 
of  fin  having  once  corrupted  the 
whole  mafs  of  mankind,  all  the 
fpecies  ever  after  would  be  foured 
and  tainted  with  it ;  the  vitious  fer¬ 
ment  perpetually  diffufmg  and  pro¬ 
pagating  itfelf  through  all  genera¬ 
tions.”—  ( Bentley ,  Com.  Sermon.) 

There  will  be  found  alfo  in  cer¬ 
tain  writers  a  profuiion  of  words, 
ramifying  indeed  from  the  fame 
root,  yet  rifing  into  climax  by  their 
power  and  importance,  which  feems 
.to  burd  forth  from  the  overflow 
and  impetuofity  of  the  imagina¬ 
tion  ;  refembling  at  fird  debt  what 
Quintilian  characjerifes  as  the  Abun - 
dantia  Juvenilis,  but  which,  when 
tempered  by  the  hand  of  a  m after, 
will  upon  clofer  examination  be 
found  to  bear  the  damp  of  judg¬ 
ment  under  the  appearance  of  pre¬ 
cipitancy.  1  need  only  turn  to  the 
famous  Commencement  Sermon  before 
quoted,  and  my  meaning  will  be 
fully  illudrated — 1 “  Let  them  tell  us 
then  what  is  the  chain,  the  cement, 
the  magnetifm,  what  they  will  call 
it,  the  invidble  tie  of  that  union, 
whereby  matter  and  an  incorporeal 
mind,  things  that  have  no  fimilituds 
or  alliance  to  each  other,  can  fo 
fympathize  by  a  mutual  league  of 
motion  and  fenfation.  No;  they 

will 
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will  npt  pretend  to  that,  for  they 
can  frame  no  conceptions  of  it  : 
They  are  fure  there  is  fuch  an 
union  from  the  operations  and  ef¬ 
fects,  but  the  caufe  and  the  manner 
of  it  are  too  fubtle  and  fecret  to 
be  difeovered  by  the  eye  of  reafon  ; 
’tis  myftery,  ’tis  divine  magic,  ’tis 
natural  miracle.” 


Political  Effects  of  the  function  be¬ 
tween  the  great  monied.  Inter  fi  and 
the  philofophical  Cabals  of  France. 
From  Burke’.?  Reflexions  on  the 
Re-volution  in  France. 

TT  N  the  mean  time,  the  pride  of 
|_  the  wealthy  men,  not  r.oble  or 
newly  noble,  encreafed  with  its 
caufe.  They  felt  with  refentment 
an  inferiority,  the  grounds  of  which 
they  did  not  acknowledge.  There 
was  no  meafure  to  which  they  were 
not  willing  to  lend  themfelves,  in 
order  to  be  revenged  of  the  outrages 
of  this  rival  pride,  and  to  exalt 
their  wealth  to  what  they  confidered 
as  its  natural  rank  and  eftimation. 
They  ftruck  at  the  nobility  through 
the  crown  and  the  church.  They 
attacked  them  particularly  on  the 
fide  on  which  they  thought  them  the 
molt  vulnerable,  that  is,  the  pcf- 
fedions  of  the  church,  which,  thro’ 
the  patronage  of  the  crown,  gene¬ 
rally  devolved  upon  the  nobility. 
The  bilh  op  ricks,  and  the  great 
commendatory  abbie.s,  were,  with 
few  exceptions,  held  by  that  order. 

In  this  date  cf  real,  though  not 
always  pe:ceivcd  warfare  between 
the  noble  antient  landed  intered, 
and  the  new  n>onied  intered,  the 
greeted  becaufe  the  mod  applicable 
flrength  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
fatter.  The  monied  intered  is  in 
its  nature  more  ready  for  any  ad¬ 
venture  ;  and  its  podefibrs  more 
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difpofed  to  new  enterprizes  of  any 
kind.  Being  of  a  rfccent  aerjuifi- 
tion,  it  falls  in  more  naturally  with 
any  novelties.  It  is  therefore  the 
kind  of  wealth  which  will  be  re¬ 
folded  to  by  all  who  wifh  for  change. 

Along  with  the  monied  intered, 
a  new  description  of  men  had  grown, 
up,  with  whom  that  intered  loon 
formed  a  clofe  and  marked  union ; 
I  mean  the  political  men  of  letters. 
Men  of  letters,  fond  of  didinguifh- 
ing  themfelves,  are  rarely  averfe  to 
innovation.  Since  the  decline  of 
the  life  and  greatnefs  of  Lewis  the 
XIVth,  they  were  not  fo  much  cul¬ 
tivated  either  by  him,  or  by  the 
regent,  or  the  fucceflors  to  the 
crown;  nor  were  they  engaged  to 
the  court  by  favours  and  emolu¬ 
ments  fo  fydematically  as  during 
the  fplendid  period  of  that  ©denta¬ 
tions  and  not  impolitic  reign.  What 
they  loll  in  the  old  court  protection, 
they  endeavoured  to  make  lip  by 
joining  in  a  fort  of  incorporation 
of  their  own ; .  to  which  the  two 
academies  of  France,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  vad  undertaking  of  the 
Encyclopaedia,  carried  on  by  a  fo- 
ciety  of  thele  gentlemen,  did  not  a 
little  contribute. 

The  literary  cabal  had  fome  years 
ago  formed  fomething  like  a  regular 
plan  for  the  dedruftion  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion.  This  objeCl  they 
purfued  with  a  degree  of  zeal  which 
hitherto  had  been  difeovered  only 
in  the  propagators  of  fome  fyftem 
cf  piety.  They  were  poiTefled  with 
a  fpirit  of  profelytifm  in  the  mod 
fanatical  degree  ;  and  from  thence, 
by  an  cafy  progrefs,  with  the  fpirit 
of  persecution  according  -  to  their 
means.  What  was  not  to  be  done 
towards  their  great  end  by  any  di¬ 
rect  or  immediate  aft,  might  be 
wrought  by  a  longer  procefs  thro’ 
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the  medium  of  opinion.  To  com¬ 
mand  that  opinion,  the  firil  ilep  is 
fo  eftablifh  a  dominion  over  thofe 
'who  direct  it.  They  contrived  to 
jpon'efs  themselves,  with  great  me¬ 
thod  and  perfeverance,  of  all  the 
avenues  to  literary  fame.  Many 
£)f  them  indeed  flood  high  in  the 
rauKs  of  literature  and  fcience  The 
world  had  done  them  juftice;  and 
ail  favour  of  general  talents  for- 
.gave  the  evil  tendency  of  their  pe¬ 
culiar  ^  principles.  This  was  true 
liberality  ;  which  they  returned  hy 
.endeavouring  to  coniine  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  lenft,  learning,  and  tafle  to 
ihemfelves  or  their  followers.  1 
will  venture  to  ihy  that  this  nar¬ 
row,  exclusive  fpirit  has  not  been 
lefs  prejudicial  to  literature  and  to 
tafle,  than  to  morals  and  true  phi- 
Jofophy.  _  Thefe  Atheiftical  fathers 
have  a  iugotry  of  their  own;  and 
mey  have  learnt  to  talk  againfl 
monks  with  the  fpirit  of  a  monk. 
£ut  in  fome  things  they  are  men 
,of  the  world.  The  refources  of 
intrigue  are  called  in  to  fupply  the 
{defeds  of  argument  and  wit.  To 
£his  fyflem  of  literary  monopoly 
.Was  joined  an  unremitting  induflrv 
to  blacken  and  difcredit  in  every 
^vay,  and  by  every  means,  all  thofe 
who  did  not  hold  to  their  fadion. 
P’o  fhofe  who  have  obferved  the 
fpirit  of  their  cohdud,  it  has  long 
»een  clear  that  nothing  was  wanted 
put  the  power  of  carrying  the  in¬ 
tolerance  of  the  tongue  and  of  the 
pen  into  a  periecution  which  would 
$rike  at  property,  liberty,  and  life. 

.  defultory  and  faint  perfec¬ 
tion  carried  on  againfl  them,  more 
from  compliance  with  form  and  de¬ 
cency  than  with  ferious  refentment, 

u  *  *  not  chufe  to  flsock  the  feelirw  0f 
peu  VuIoaiJ  bafe,  and  profane  language. 

Vol.  XXXII. 


129 

neither  weakened  their  ftrength,  nor 
relaxed  their  efforts.  The  iffue  of 
the :  whole  was,  that  what  with  op- 
pofition,  and  what' with  fuccefs,  a 
violent  and  malignant'  zeal,  of  a 
Kind  hitherto  unknown  in  the  world, 
had  taken  an  entire  ppfleflion  of 
their  minds,  and  rendered  their 
whole  converfation,  which  other- 
wiie  would  have  been  pleafing  and 
uaftrudive,  perfectly  difgufling.  A 
pint  of  cabal,  intrigue,  and  profe- 
iytifm,  pervaded  ail  their  thoughts, 
words,  and  adions.  And  as  con- 
troverfial  zeal  loon  turns  its  thoughts 
on  force,  they  began  to  infinite 
themielves  into  a  correfponden.ee 
with  foreign  princes;  in  hopes, 
through  their  authority,  which  at 
firfl  they  flattered,  they  might  bring 
about  the  changes  they  had  in  view. 

1  o  them  it  was  indifferent  whether 
thefe  changes  were  to  be  accom- 
pliihed  by  the  thunderbolt  of  def- 
potilm,  or  by  the  earthquake  of  po¬ 
pular  commotion.  The  correfpon- 
dence  between  this  cabal,  and  the 
late  king  of  Pruffia,  wjll  throw  no 
fmall  light  upon  the  fpirit  of  all 
their  proceedings  *.  Fgv  the  fame 
purpole  for  which  they  intrigued 
with  princes,  they  cultivated,  in  a 
Gifting uimed  manner,  the  monied 
mtereft  of  France  ;  and  partly  thro* 
the  means  furnifhed  by  thofe  whofe 
peculiar  offices  gave  them  the  moll 
,ex  ten  live  andicertain  means  of  com¬ 
munication,  they  carefully  occupied 
all  the  avenues  to  opinion. 

W 1  iters,  efpecially  when  they  ad 
in  a  body,  and  with  one  diredion, 
have  great  influence  on  the  public 
mind;  the  alliance  therefore  of  thefe 
writers  with  the  monied  intereft 
had  no  fmall  effed  in  removing  the 

tile  moral  reader  with  any  quotation  of 
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popular  qdium  and  envy  which  at¬ 
tended  that  fpecies  of  wealth.  Thefe 
\yriters,  like  the  propagators  of  all 
novelties,  pretended  to  a  great  zeal 
for  the  poor,  and  the  lower  orders, 
whilfi  in  their  fatires  they  rendered 
hateful,  by  every  exaggeration,  the 
faults  of  courts,  of  nobility,  and 
of  priefihood.  They  became  a  fort 
of  demagogues.  They  ferved  as  a 
link  to  unite,  in  favour  of  one  ob- 
je&,  obnoxious  wealth  to  reHlefs  and 
defperate  poverty. 

As  thefe  two  kinds  of  men  appear 
principal  leaders  in  all  the  late 
tranfadlions,  their  junction  and  po¬ 
litics  will  ferve  to  account,  not 
upon  any  principles  of  law  or  of 
policy,  but  as  a  caufe>  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  fury  with  which  all  the  landed 
property  of  ecclefiafiical  corjjpra- 


tions  has  been  attacked  ;  and  the 
great  care  which,  contrary  to  theii 
pretended  principles,  has  been  taken, 
of  a  monied  intereH  originating 
from  the  authority  of  the  crown, 
All  the  envy  againft  wealth  and 
power,  was  artificially  diredled  a- 
gainfi  other  deferiptions  of  riches, 
On  what  other  principles  than  that 
which  I  have  Hated  can  we  account 
for  an  appearance  fo  extraordinary 
and  unnatural  as  that  of  the  eccle- 
liaftical  poiTeflipp.s,  which  had  Hood 
fo  many  fuccefiions  of  ages  and 
Ihocks  of  civil  violences,  and  were 
guarded  at  once  by  juHice,  and  by 
prejudice,  being  applied  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  debts,  comparatively  re¬ 
cent,  invidious,  and  contra&ed  by 
a  decried  and  fubverted  govern 
ment  ? 


■  r 

poetry 


i 


V 


[  *31  ] 

f 2  *  '  f  '■  ;  '1  r  :  .' 

•  i  1  ,  fi-  '  T  •  V  .  .  \ 

O  E  T  R  Y. 


ODE  on  NO  ODE. 


By  Peter  Pindar,  Efq. 

[Set  CHRONICLE,  p.  193.] 

WHAT!  not  a  fprig  of  annual  metre. 
Neither  from  Thomas  nor  from  Peter 
Who  has  iliut  up  the  laureat’s  Jhop ? 

Alas !  (<  poor  Bom’s  a-cold,”  I  fear; 

Tor  fack  “  poor  Tom”  mult  drink  fmail-beer. 
And  loi-p-of  that  a  fcanty  drop ! 

St.  James’s,  happy,  happy  court. 

Where  luxury  is  thought  to  fport. 

No  more  his  tent  fhall  Thomas  pitch  in;, 
'Can  Odes  of  praife  and  wildom  cloy  ? 

Shall  Ctefar’s  bard  no  more  enjoy 
The  run  of  mighty  Caefar’s  kitchen? 


JiOud  roar  of  Helicon  the  floods, 

Parnaffus  fhakes  through  all  his  woods. 

To  think  immortal  verfe  fhould  thus  be  flighted. 

I  fee,  I  fee  the  God  of  Lyric  fire — 

Drop  fuddenly  his  jaw,  and  lyre — 

I  hear,  I  .hear  the  Mufes  fcream  affrighted  ! 

And  now  I  mark  the  Delphic  god 
Prepare  to  fpeak  on  this  no  Ode  ! 

Hark  to  his  folemn  fpeech  :  “  Alas!  alas  V9 
(He  cries)  <f  fhall  profe  record  the  glorious  things 
,«  Perform’d  by  glorious  queens  and  kings  ? 

((  ’Tis  really  letting  gems  in  brafsB 

Perchance  the  royal  pair  have  puk’d  with  praife. 

So  lullabied,  like  children  in  the  cradle ! 

Determin’d  now  to  end  .the  Laureat’s  days. 

Who  gives  Fame’s  pap,  the  glutton  !  with  a  ladle. 

Indeed,  it  is  a  generous  mode  of  finning, 

Yet  fets,  unluckily,  the  world  a  grinning  ! 

Perchance  (his  pow’rs  for  future  actions  hoarding) 
£*eorge  thinks  the  year  boafts  nothing  worth  recording. 

K  2 
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Yet  what  of  that?— Tho’  nought  hath  been  ejfeded, 
Tom  might  have  told  us  what  might  be  expeded ; 
Have  faid  that  civil  lift  fhould  figh  no  more. 

And  Charlotte  give — a  fixpen$e  to  the  poor  l 


[ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH  DAY,  Jwie 4,  179- 

/.  H 

Written  by  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  T.  War  ton. 

I. 

"VKJ  I T  HIN  what  fountain’s  craggy  cell 
*  *  Delights  the  goddefs  Health  to  dwell? 

Where  from  the  rigid  roof  diftils 
Her  richeft  ftream  in  fteely  rills  ? 

What  mineral  gems  entwine  her  humid  locks  ? 

Lo,  fparkling  high  from  potent  fprings. 

To  Britain’s  Tons  her  cup  fhe  brings  ! 

Romantic  Matlock  !  are  thy  tufted  rocks,  • 

Thy  fring’d  declivities,  the  dim  retreat 
Where  the  coy  Nymph  has  fix’d  her  favourite  feat. 

And  hears,  reclin’d  along  the  thundering  Chore, 

Indignant  Darwent’s  defultory  tide 
His  rugged  channel  rudely  chide  ? 

Darwent,  whole  fhaggy  wreath  is  flam’d  with  Danifh  gorel 

II. 

Or  does  Ihe  drefs  her  Naiad-cave 
With  coral-fpoils  from  Neptune’s  wave. 

And  hold  fhort  revels  with  the  train 
Of  nymphs  that  tread  the  neighb’ring  main  ? 

And  from  the  cliffs  of  Avon’s  cavern’d  fide 
Temper  the  balmy  beverage  pure. 

That,  fraught  with  t(  drops  of  precious  cure,” 

Brings  back  to  trembling  hope  the  drooping  bride ; 

That  in  the  virgin’s  cheek  renews  the  role, 

And  wraps  the  eye  of  Pain  in  quick  repofe  ! 

While  oft  fhe  climbs  the  mountain’s  fhelving  fteeps, 

A.nd  calls  her  votaries  wan,  to  catch  the  gale 
That  breathes  q’er  Afhton’s  elmy  vale. 

And  from  the  Cambrian  hills  the  billowy  Severn  fweeps. 

•  "  £  HI.  _  ' 

Or  broods  the  nymph  with  vvatchful  wing 
O’er  ancient  Badon’s  myftic  fpring? 

And  fpeeds  from  its  fylphureous  fource 
The  fteamy  torrent’s  fecret  courfe ; 

And  fans  th’  eternal  fparks  ofhidden  fire. 

In  deep  unfathom’d  beds  below 
By  Bladud’s  magic  taught  to  glow. 
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p  ■  *  ■  -y*  i  t  . 

Sl&dud,  high  theme  of  fancy’s  Gothic  lyre ! 

Or  opes  the  healing  Power  her  chofen  fount 
In  the  rich  veins  of  Malvern’s  ample  mount? 

From  whofe  tall  ridge  the  noontide  w'inderdr  views 
Pomona’s  purple  realm,  in  April’s  pride. 

Its  blaze  of  bloom  expanding  wide, 

And  waving  groves  array’d  in  Flora’s  faired  hhes. 

I  ,  IV.  ,  /  -  ....  vj* 

Haunts  (he  the  fcene,  where  Nature  lowers 
O’er  Buxton’s  heath  in  lingering  fhowers? 

Or  loves  (he  more,  with  l’andal  fleet* 

In  mattin  dance  the  nymphs  to  meet, 

That  on  the  flowery  marge  of  Chelder  play  ? 

Who,  boaftful  of  the  (lately  train 
That  deign’d  to  grace  this  Ample  plain, 

Lat^,  with  new  pride;  along  his  reedy  way. 

Bore  to  Sabrina  wreaths  of  brighter  hue;. 

And  mark’d  his  paftoral  urn  with  emblems  new.*-» 

Hoive’er  thefe  dreams  ambroflal  may  detain.. 

Thy  (teps,  O  genial  Health,  yet  hot  alone 
Thy  gifts  the  Naiad-fiders  own ; 

Thine  too  the  briny  flood,  and  Ocean’s  hoar  domain* 

*"  1  '  7Qj  '  "  ' 

•  *  •  >  ■  V.  .  ;  ,  .  ..;r<  y 

And  lb !  amid  the  watery  roar, 

In  Thetis’  car  (he  (kirns  the  fhore ; , 

Where  Portland’s  brows,  embattled  high 
,  With  rocks;  in  rugged  majeily 

Frown  o’er  the  billows,  and  the  llorm  redrain,  .  T 

She  beckons  Britain’s  fcepter’d  pair 
Her  treafures  of  the  deep  to  (hare  ! — 

Hail  then,  oh  this  glad  morn,  the  mighty  Main ! 

Which  lends  the  boon  divine  of  lengthen’d  days 
To  Thofe  who  wear  the  riobled  regal  biys : 

That  mighty  Main,  which  on  its  cOnfeious  tide. 

Their  boundlefs  commerce  pours  on  every  Clime, 

Their  dauntlefs  banner  bears  fublimej 
Which  wafts  their  pomp  of  war,  and  fpreads  their  thunder  wide  l 

PROLOGUE  to  KING  JOHN,  performed  by  the  Boys  of 
Weflminfer  School.  Spoken  by  Mr.  BoOrke. 

HAVE  you  ne’er  feen  (a  qilaint  device  ’tis  reckon’d). 

In  Dodfley’s  Poems,  vol.  I.  page  the  fecond, 

A  troop  df  boys%  in  fportive  guife,  \yho  bear 
The  arms  of  Mars ,  and  attributes  of  war, 

Aflay  the  fword  to  draw,  the  fpear  to  wield,  . 

And  raife>  with  force  combin’d,  the  mafly  (hield  , 

K  5  Whftld 
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Whilft  one  o’erwhelm’d,  yet  dreadful  to  the  reft. 
Nods  the  dir?  plumes  that  threaten  Ver  his  creltT 
Not  quite  fo  young,  yet,  as  we  hope,  more  fit, 

Lo  !  we  attempt,  before  this  crowded  pit. 

In  feudal  aril) s,  and  royal  robes,  to  fialk 
With  tragic  dignity  of  mien  and  walk ; 

And,  deck’d  with  ten  ors  from  theatric  f selves 
Start  at  the  phantoms  we  have  rais'd  our/elves.- 
Yet,  let  not  harfli  feverity  deride 
Thefe  early  efforts  of  ingenuous  pride: 

Think,  but  how  oft,  with  more  inglorious  art. 
Men  mimick  us,  and  ait  a  boyijh  part, ,  . 

Whoe’er  in  trifles,  or  in  traih  delights-*- 
In  truant  fport  confumes  his  day and  nigh&s— * > 

Is  Jiill  a  boy ,  however  he  may  brag. 

And  well  deferves  to  ride  on  Msfby's  nag,.. 
Heavens,  how  they  muliiply  by  this  new  rule! 
England  itfelf  is  one  great  public  Jchool ! 

With  many  wicked  boys - O  !  dire  difafter  !— 

Spite  of  the  good  example  of  its  Mafer  ! — 

Fardon  our  flippant  wit — -the  fcene,  the  ftage 

Infpire,  perhaps,  this  pert  fatyric  rage - 

We  lafh  pot  you,  whom  rather  We  muft  court,. 

.  To  ftoop  your  manly  judgments  to  our  fport! 

Nor  wifh  you  punifhment,  as'thingSNnow  ftand. 
Except  a  little  clapping  on  the  hand. 


PROLOGUE,  to  HIGH  LIFE  BETOW  STAIRS,  pc-rf 

by  the  fame.  Spoken  by  Mr.  n  E u  R  Y. 

1X7  HEN  firft  thefe  fcenes  our  author’s  pendefign’c^ 
The  force  of  ton  was  partial  and  confin’d; 

Yet,  even  then,  while  fafhion  yet  was  young. 

Her  rage  was  catching,  and  her  influence  ftrong — 

Swift /rpm  the  travell’d  beau  and  titled  dame 
Lacquies  and  Abigails  confefs’d  the  flame.. 

The  vaft  ambition  fires  the  menial  band. 

And  retail  folies  bloom  at  ficond-harid*. 

Does  Lovelace  drink  or  game  ?  The  fop  bellows*. 

His caft-off  vices  with  his  cafl-ojf  cUtbes. 

Does  he  redeem  his  Ioffes  at  Duke’s-placc, 

/ .  And  raife  fupplies  from  Ifrael' s  flinty  race  l- 
H'is  gentleman  pnrfues  the  fame  career — 

And,  “  Damme — is  diftrefs’d  like  any  peer 
Follows  thro’  diffipation’s  various  ftages. 

Takes  money  on  reverfonary  wages  : 

Tike  Lovelace ’  felf,  his  wafting  purfe  recruits,. 

And  grants  pojl-ohits  upon  birth -day  Cuits .  • 
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14  High  Life’s  the  word!”  The  rage  of  imitation 
Burns  high  in  every  bread  throughout  the  nation. 

The  phrenzy  rages  wide  each  pafling  hour. 

Exhibits  growing  Ton' s  encreaflng  pow’r:  7 
On  ev’ry  brain  the  changeful  Dtemon  flies. 

Now  bids  toupees  to  fall — now  capes  to  rife  ; 

Now,  at  his  word,  th’  obedient  muflin  fweils. 

And  beaux,  with  “  Mondrous  Craws,”  peep,  out  at  pouting  belles* 
No  longer  now  confin’d  to  courtly  air, 

Tafe  fweeps  refldlefs  on  thro’  Temple  Bar; 

Above,  below,  the  wild  contagion  fpreads. 

And  dreams  of  fafhion  float  round  city  heads. 

Sir  Balaam's  toils  have  realiz’d  a  plum  ! 

My  lady’s  fpirit  kindles  at  the  fum. 

ct  Lard,  lovey,  who  can  live  in  Lombard-dreet  ? 

Hade,  let  us  quit  the  mercantile  retreat. 

Here  we  grub  on — while  wealth  no  fame  bedows— -> 

**  We’re  nobody  that  any-body  knows. 

ie  How  vain  the  cumb’rous  pride  of  opulence ! 

*c  Let  fafhion  rule,  and  tade  direft  expence.” 

Thus  fpeaks  the  glory  of  my  Lord  Mayor's  ball , 

The  pond’rous  Hilligjberg  of  Grocers -ball. 

I  hus  fpeaks  the  fair,  and  gives  her  wiflies  vent. 

The  paflive  hufband  nods  a  gruff  aflent. 

Now  civic  joys,  and  Lcmbard-jlreet  farewel, 

My  lady  quits  you  all,  for  dear  Pall-Mall. 

By  brilliant  equipage  and  depth  of  play. 

At  length  to  certain  fets  die  makes  her  way; 

And  gains  the  point  her  heart  de fir’d  fo  long, 

To  flounce  and  flounder  in  excefs  of  ton. 

Yet  fome  t^iere  are,  and  thofe  high  life  can  boafl. 

With  nobler  claims  than  thole  of  wit  or  toad; 

Whofe  rank  and  fafhion  are  their  Virtue’s  foils—  [Biwing  to  tbs 
Their  approbation  may  o’er-pay  our  toils.  ,  Audience.] 

EPILOGUE  to  the  CONSTANT  COUPLE.  Written  by  Mr. 
Blacks  tone.  Spoken  by  Mrs.  Good  a,l  L,  in  the  Character  of  Sir  Haiiri 
Wildair,  at  Lord  Barrymore’s  private  Theatre  at  Wargrave; 

<f  LfAREWEL  th’ impaffion’d  vow,  the  tender  war, 

(C  The  well-feign’d  frown,  the  nail-indented  fear, 

“  The  long  of  triumph,  and  the  melting  tone, 

“  Farewel— poor  Wildair's  occupation's  gone  !” 

Each  F  opting' s  rival,  and  each  fair  one's  flame. 

To  a. mere  hujland  dwindled,  dull  and  tame! 

No  more  the  charmers  lifp,  “  Dear,  fvveet  fir  Harry  T* 

’Sdeath  !  what  could. tempt  a  Beau  Garden  to  marry? 

’Tis  true  that  I  no  mighty  hazard  ran. 

The  conjlapt  colonel  was  the  bolder  man; 

&  4  '¥l 
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My  lovely  mate’s  to  mo  excefs  inclin’d. 

Her  name  the  faithful  index  of  her  mind ;  # 

But  my  friend’s  fpoufe  is  quite  au  fait  at  jilting; 

Her  fav’rite  fport,  two  rival  lovers  tilting. 

’Twas  boldly  ventur’d,  faith  '.—but  copie  what  will. 

Three  thouland  pounds  a  year  may  gild  the  pill. 

Well,  we  may  boafi,  yet  Hill  the  fair,  with  eafe. 

Can  wind  us  mighty  men  which  way  they  pleafe : 

Late  rav’d  the  colonel,  “  Woman’s  form’d  to  vex1.’* 

.  Behold  him  now  the  champion  of  the  fex  ; 

Ready,  in  their  defence,  to  yield  his  life; 

I  almoH  think  he’d  rifque  it  for  his  wife : 

Hence — that  the  honey-moon’s  but  young,  ’tis  plain. 

He’ll  altel*  Hrangely  ere  ’tis  in  the  wane. 

Confefs,  ye  fair,  this  foldier  pleafes  you ; 

You’ve  feen  him  brave, — and  therefore  know  him  true*? 

For  covoards  only  wrong  the  facred  trufl. 

But  the  brave  fpirit  dares  not  Be  unjuH. 

Oft  has  one  tender  plaint,  one  deep-drawn  figh. 

One  anxious  tear,  difiream’d  from  Beauty’s  eye, 

Difiolv’d  to  infant  tendernefs  the  heart 
Which,  undifmay’d,  fuftain’d  the  Roman's  part; 

And,  ’mid  th’  enfanguin’d  field  of  honour,  rofe 
Sternly  fuperior  to  a  hoH  of  foes ; 

While  the  pale  coward  fhrinks  from  manly  Hrife, 

And  proves  his  courage  on  his  helplefs  wife. 

But  tho’  my  friend’s  the  hero  of  the  play. 

He  mud  not  bear  the  honour  all  away  1 
With  him  our  whole  dramatic  band  agree. 

In  praifei  and  practice  too — of  conflancy. 

He’s  true  to  love,  but  Clincher  *  is  as  true. 

As  Heady  to  his  wiih  of  pleafing  you. 

Kindly  indulgent  too5  yourfelves,  ere-while. 

Amply  repaid  Scrub's  f  efforts  with  a  fmile; 

An  a  in  good  humour,  fure,  you’ll  confiant  be,  , 

’•  And  Clincher ,  then,  here  finds  the  Jubilee! 

*  *  *  #  #  *  ^  # 

I  But  fhould  you  fcan  us  with  too  nice  an  eye. 

And,  judging  hardly,  all  applaufe  deny ; 

Agamfi  your  natures,  fickle  prove, — and  frown. 

Where  we  had  hop’d  your  favour  would  be  fhown ; 

Still,  Hill,  will  every  heart  exulting  join 
In  confiant  fealty  to  the  BRUNSWICK  line. 

*  Lord  Barrymore  himfelf  performed  the  part  of  Beau  Clincher. 

-f  The  laH  theatrical  reprefentation  at  Wargrave  was  “  The  Beaux  Stratagem,” 
in  which  his  lcrdihip  played  Scrub . 

t  The  kit  fix  lines  were  written  for  the  evening  on  which  his_Royal  HIghnefa 
the  Prince  of  W ales  honoured  the  performance  with  his  prefence. 

EPILOGUE 


P  0  E  T  R  f . 

■Epilogue  to  eudora,  « TragHj. 


By  Mr.  HayIey. 


AH,  what  a  fubjedl’s  here  for  modern  fpleen ! 

^  The  curtain  drops  upoi*  a  bloodlefs  fcene  ! 

No  fcatter’d  daggers  here  appal  the  fight. 

No  heroes  the  unduited  carpet  bite. 

Nor  broken  groans  eke  out  the  dying  rant, 

.And  leave  the  fpeaker  when  done  dead,  to  pant ! 

The  heroine  too  —  how  fpiritlefs  and  poor! 

Cut  from  her  wonted  graces  —  on  the  floor ! 

’Twas  her’s  “  in  airy  threads  to  fpin  her  breath, 
u  And  like  the  filk-worm  fpin  herfelf  to  death, 

“  On  lap  of  confidant,  her  eye-lids  clos’d,” 

In  fatin  folds  her  rage-tir’d  limbs  compos’d; 

Till  in  her  trance  prepar’d,  with  change  of  feature. 
She  Harts  again  to  life,  a  new- form’d  creature: 

Each  look,  each  gefture  of  a  former  kind 
Left,  with  the  fkin  of  Tragedy,  behind; 

Pert,  flippant,  playful,  pat  for  comic  vogue. 

Behold  the  butterfly — an  Epilogue' — 

See  how  on  fancy’s  wing  fhe  flits  away. 

And  culls  the  opening  humours  of  the  day ! 

Heav’ns  t  what  a  growth  this  rich  parterre  fuppliesl 
How  fafhion  Ihoots !  how  whim  diverfifies  1 
What  buds  of  folly  on  the  Hem  of  reafon ! 

’Tis  all  unnatural  bloom  this  open  feafon; 

And  Nature,  baffled  in  her  plaftic  power. 

The  extract  mocks,  the  promife  of  the  flower. 

Thus  may  the  maiden-blufh  that  fairefl  fhows 
Prove,  on  the  teft,  an  artificial  rofe ; 

And  full-blown  widows  breathing  fweets  —  of  money. 
When  tailed,  yield — ftrange  compound !  —  bitter  honey. 

Now  into  critic  heads  the  rover  dips— - 
How  our  poor  author  trembles  as  fhe  ftps  ! 

Speak  for  yourfelves,  dread  firs !  fevere  or  placid  1 
Will  you  difpenfe  your  fugar — >or  your  acid? 

Some  fmile,  propitious  as  the  genial  morn. 

And  others  fliake  their  heads — of  withering  thorn. 

Here  ceafe  the  trifling  of  this  gevv-gavv  worm — * 

The  ferious  Mufe  refumes  her  priltine  form. 

The  fcenes  of  guilt  from  foreign  climes  fhe  drew. 

But  for  the  virtues  kept  this  foil  in  view. 

Where  cultur’d  honour  blooms,  in  manly  youth. 

And  beauty’s  bofom  proves  the  bed  of  truth. 


EPILOGUE 
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EPILOGUE  to  the  WONDER.  Spoken  by  Mrs.  Crespigny,  iu 
the  Character  of  Viol  ante,  at  the  Clofe  of  her  Theatricals . 

THO’,  in  this  play.  I’ve  borne  the  heroine’s  part. 

Its  fooliih  title  rankles  in  my  heart. 

A  woman  keeps  a  Jecret — This  The  Wonder  ! 

O,  I  fhall  prove  it  an  egregious  blunder! 

In  ages  paft,  indeed,  when  woman’s  power 
Was  circamfcrib’d,  juft  like  her  fcanty  dower; 

When  pin-money  —  dear  blefting  !  was  unknown. 

And  we  had  nothing  we  could  call  our  own ; 

In  fome  dull  Gothic  hall  we  pafs’d  our  lives. 

And  work’d,  and  walk’d,  and  pros’d  with  farmers’  wives 5 
Then  fcarce  a  carriage  did  the  doors  approach. 

And  Sunday,  only,  faw  the  great  old  coach. 

A  Jecret  then  —  O,  ’twas  a  charming  thing 
To  whilper  till  it  made  the  village  ring ! 

But  times  are  fweetly  chang’d — our  manners,  fafhions* 

Condusft,  behaviour,  nay,  our  very  pafiions ! 

And  tell-tale  women  often  now  conceal 
Events,  which  men  are  anxious  to  reveal; 

For,  when  quick  circling  bowls  their  fpirits  raiie. 

In  fancy’s  borrow’d  beams  they  fondly  blaze; 

The  -wink,  the  nod,  the  ihrug,  they  call  to  aid. 

And  boaft  of  conquefts  they  have  never  made. _ . 

Secrets  indeed  ! — ’tis  now  become  The  Wonder, 

If  man  can  keep  his  boafiing  pafiion  under. 

The  world’s  quite  chang’d  —  things  go  a  different  way— 

Now  women  tyrannize,  and  men  obey - 

Yet,  we  can  all  find  fome  good-natur’d  friend, 

W  ho  lets  us  know  how  very  few  commend. 

E’en  here,  perhaps,  fome,  with  a  Ihrug,  will  own, 

“  They  think  this  afting  better  let  alone.” 

If  there  are  any  fuch  wife  cenfors  here,  “) 

I  tain  would  whifper  fomething  in  their  ear _  > 

"  What  motive  prompts  this  genius-damping  fneer?”  } 

If  it  be  judgment  from  all  envy  free, 

T  hey  then  fhall  make  a  convert  too  of  me  : 

But  while  from  each  dramatic  bard  I  learn 
The  genuine  form  of  Virtue  to  difeern; 

V  bile,  hid  in  ftiapes  that  captivate  all  eyes. 

In  ftruhlion  comes  in  Pleasure’s  luring  guife. 

My  heart  forbids  me  to  be  fway’d  by  fears  -/■ 

Which  blaft  the  joys  that  Innocence  uprears : 

But  a  thought  rifes  which  mull;  damp  my  fire. 

And  make  each  kindling  fpark  at  once  expire _ _ 


Detefted 
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Detefted  thought  !  It  paints  a  parting  fcene. 

And  proves  our  pleafures  but  a  traniient  dream. 
Tho’  Fame  to  Ada’s  fhore  for  laurels  fped. 

And  twines  them  round  our  Ifabella’s  head ; 

Tho’  Frederick,  here ,  has  Rofcius’  fires  renew’d. 
And  we,  in  him,  a  fecond  Garrick  view’d  ; 

Tho’  Felix  with  Inch  energy  complains. 

And  tells  his  love  in  fuch  pathetic  drains ; 

Nay,  did  fo  meltingly  for  pardon  fue. 

One  almoft  wifh’d  the  fweet  delufion  true  : 

Tho’  to  our  fprightly  Colonel’s  talle,  you  know. 
My  fiage,  my  fcenes,  and  all  that’s  here  I  owe  ; 
Save  thefe  Aonian  Nymphs  —  for  whom  I  bend 
To  Ifabella’s  all-accomplifh’d  friend  : 

Tho’  at  Liflardo’s  birth  Thalia  fmil’d. 

And  own’d  him  for  her  lov’d  and  favourite  child  ; 
Tho’  Flora,  here,  and  Inis  fcold  and  cry. 

Till  laughter  fits  in  each  beholder  s  eye; 

Tho’  Lopez  and  Don  Pedro,  in  good  truth. 

Have  age’s  wifdom  blended  with  their  youth ; 
Tho’ Violante’s  trueft,fmiles  appear. 

When  focial  Mirth  and  partial  friends  are  here; 

Yet  ’tis  a  fa£L — and  fare  this  is  tc  The  Wonder, 
That  ties  like  thefe  mufi  now  be  broke  afunder ! 

.  \ 

PROLOGUE  to  Better  late  than  Never,  a 

Mr.  Andrews, 

•  )  \  •  >  ■  ■'  •  v  . 

Written  by  his  Graze  the  Duke  of  Leeds, 
And fpoken  by  Mr.  Bannister,  jun. 

CUSTOM  commands  a  Prologue  to  each  Play; 

But  Cufiom  hath  not  told  us  what  to  fay : 

No  form  prefcrib’d,  ’tis  difficult  to  find. 

How  to  conciliate  the  public  mind. 

The  bafhful  Bard-— the  model!  Mule’s  fears. 

So  long  have; jingled  in  your  patient  ears. 

That  now,  perhaps,  you’ll  fcarce  vouchfafe  to  fiay. 

To  hear  both  their  Apology— and  Play. 

No!  Better  fure  on  him  at  once  to  call. 

With — “  Sir,  ;f  frighten’d  thus,  why  write  at  all  ? 
We’re  not  reduc’d  yfet  to  a  trembling  pen  ! 

Zounds !  Bards  will  croud  us  foon,  like— Gentle  menT 
Something  like  this,  I  heard  a  friend  once  fay. 

Who  wilh’d  (poor  fou])  to  hear  a  newdaunch’d  Play 
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Box’d  fnug  at  firft,  completely  to  his  mind. 

With  only  one  grave  auditor  behind; 

Ere  the  third  aft  had  ftruggled  to  its  end. 

In  reel’d  three  critics,  each  the  author’s  friend— 

On  praife  determin’d— wit  confirm’d  by  wine ; 

Each  And  1  and  If !  was  chafte— correft— damn’d  fine. 
To  tafte  fo  mark’d,  tny  friend,  of  courfe,  gave  way ; 
But  fqueez’d,  thumped,  kick’d — ffcill  liften’d  to  the  play;' 
Till  by  repeated  plaudits  grown  fo  fore. 

Nor  flefh  nor  blood  could  bear  one  comment  more.' 

Such  boift’rous  friends  they  furely  cannot  need*’ 

Who  wilh  by  meritronly  to  fucceed. 

To-night  we  offer  to  the  public  view, 

A  charafter,  you’ll  own,  perhaps,  is  new  ; 

From  Doftor’s  Commons  we  the  model  draw  i 
A  promifing  eleve  of  Civil  Law ; 

And  Civil  fure  that  Law  which  can  provide 
Or  (Ihou’d  need  be)  releafe  yOu  from  a  bride. 

Thrice  blefs’d  the  manfion  where,  in  fpite  of  ills. 

Alive  or  dead,  you  ftill  can  have  your  wills. 

Much  could  I  offer  in  our  Author’s  caufe  ; 

Nay,  prove  his  firft  great  objeft— your  applaiife ; 

But,  left  dull  Friendfliip  fhould  his  geniits  wrong, 

I’ll  flop — before  the  Prologue  grows  too  long. 

And  Better  late  than  never  hold  my  tongue. 


P  R  O  L  O  G  U  E,  fpoken  in  1781,  at  the  ^Theatre  An  Win  chester* 
which  adjoins  to,  or  is  Over  the  Shambles . 

By  the  late  Thomas  WartoN. 


WHOE’ER  our  houfe  examines,  mull  excufe 
The  wond’rous  ffiifts  of  the  Dramatic  Mufe; 
Then  kindly  liftein,  while  the  Prologue  rambles 
From  wit  to  beef;  from  Shakefpeare  to  the  Shambles; 
Divided  only  by  a  flight  of  ftairs. 

The  Monarch  fwaggers,  or  the  Butcher  fvvears. 

Quick  the  tranfition  when  the  curtain  drops. 

From  meek  Monimia’s  moans  to  mutton  chops. 

While  for  Lothario’s  lofs  Califta  cries. 

Old  women  fcold,  and  dealers  d — -n  your  eyes. 

Here  Juliet  liftens  to  the  gentle  lark; 

There,  in  harfh  chorus,  hungry  bull-dogs  bark; 

Cleavers  and  fcymitars  give  blow  for  blow. 

And  heroes  bleed  above,  and  ftieep  below. 

While  tragic  thunders  fhake  the  pit  and  box/ 
Rebellows  to  the  roar  the  ftagg’ring  ox  i 
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Cow-horns  and  trumpets  mix  their  martial  tones^ 

Bddnies  and  Kings,  mouthing  and  marrow-bones  $ 

Suet  and  fighs,  blank  verfe  and  blood  abound. 

And  form  a  tragi-comedy  around. 

With  weeping  lovers,  dying  calves  complain, 

Confufion  reigns,  and  Chaos  comes  again. 

Hither  your  fteelyards,  Butchers,  bring  to  weigh 
The  pound  of  flelh  Antonio’s  bond  muft  pay ; 

Hither  your  knives,  ye  Chriftians  clad  in  blue. 

Bring,  to  be  wetted  by  the  cruel  Jew. 

Hard  is  our  lot,  who,  feldorn  doom’d  to  eat. 

Call  a  Bleep’s  eye  on  this  forbidden  treat ; 

Gaze  on  lirloins,  which,  ah  !  we  muft  not  carve. 

And  in  the  midft  of  legs  of  mutton,  ftarve ! 

But  wou’d  you  to  our  houfe  in  crouds  repair. 

Ye  gen’rous  Captains,  and  ye  blooming  fair. 

The  fate  of  Tantalus  we  fliould  not  fear. 

Nor  pine  for  a  repaft  that  lies  fo  near} 

Monarchs  no  more  wou’d  fupperlefs  remain. 

Nor  pregnant  Queens  for  cutlets  long  in  vain. 

.  •  ,  /  4 

/  , 

VERSES  by  Sir  John  Haryngton. 

Yfc  bis  Wife.— Of  Womens  Vertices. 

AW  E  L  L  learn’d  man,  in  rules  of  life  no  Stoyk, 

Yet  one  that  careles  epicures  derided. 

Of  weomens  vertues  talking,  them  devided 
Jn  three,  the  private,  civill,  and  heroyke. 

And  what  he  faid  of  theife,  to  tell  you  briefly. 

He  firft  began  difcourftng  of  the  private. 

Which  e^ph  playn  c untry  hufwife  may  arive  at. 

As  homely,  and  that  home  concearneth  chiefly. 

'jThe  fruit,  malt,  hopvS,  to  tend,  to  dry,  to  utter. 

To  beat,  ftrip,  fpin  the  woll,  the  hemp*  the  flax, 

Breed  poultry,  gather  honey,  try  the  wax. 

And  more  than  all  to  .have  good  cheefe  and  butter. 

Then  next  a  ftep,  but  yet  a  lardge  ftep  higher. 

Was  civill  vertue,  fitter  for  the  citty. 

With  modeft  lookes,  good  cloths,  and  anfwers  witty, 

Thofe  bafer  things  not  done  but  guided  by  her. 

Her  idle  tymes  and  ydle  coyne  fire  fpends 

On  needle  works ;  and,  when  the  feafon  farvs. 

In  making  dainty  junketts  and  cc^farvs 

To  welcom  in  kynd  fort  his  deareft  frends, 

1  **  '  '  But 
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But  far  above  them  all,  he  moft  extolled 
The  ftately  Heroyns,  whofe  noble  minde 
Itfelf  to  thofe  poor  orders  cannot  bynde, 

Anomelous  that  Hill  live  uncontrol’d. 

Theis  intertayn  great  princes;  theis  have  learned  ■ 

The  tongs,  toys,  tricks  of  Rome,  of  Spayn,  of  Fraunce; 

Theis  can  correntos  and  lavoltas  daunce. 

And  though  they  foote  it  falfe  ’tis  near  difcearned. 

The  vertues  of  theis  dames  are  fo  tranfcendant,^ 

Themfelvs  are  learn’d,  and  their  heroyke  fpirit 
Can  make  difgrace  an  honor,  fin  a  merit; 

All  pens,  all  prayfers  are  on  them  dependant. 

Well,  gentle  wife,  thou  knowft  I  am  not  ftoycall. 

Yet  would  I  wifh,  take  not  the  wiih  in  evill. 

You  knew  the  private  vertue,  kept  the  civill. 

But  in  no  fort  afpire  to  that  hearoycall. 

P’o  my  Wife. 

YOUR  mother  layes  y t  to  me  as  a  cryme. 

That  I  fo  long  do  Hay  from  you  fometime. 

And  by  her  fond  furmife  would  make  you  feare 
My  love  doth  grow  more  cold,  or  lefs  fmceare  : 

But  let  no  caufles  doubts  make  you  beleeve 
That  being  falfe  yt  being  t'rew  would  greeve. 

I,  when  I  goe  from  thee  the  furtheft  difiance. 

Do  in  my  foule,  by  my  true-loves  afiiftance, 

Infted  of  fweet  imbracements,  dove-like  kifies. 

Send  kindeft  thoughts,  and  moft  indeered  wifties 
Then  letters,  then  kind  tokens  pafs,  and  then 
My  bufie  Mufe  imployes  my  ydle  pen. 

Then  memory  in  loves  defence  alledges 
Seavn  organ-pipes,  our  loves  allured  pledges. 

Alas,  how  many  live  fiill  with  their  wives. 

Yet  in  true  kindnefs  abfenc  all  their  lives! — 

Abfence  is  true  loves  fauce,  and  ferves  to  whet  it— 

They  never  lov’d  whom  abfence  makes  forget  it. 

VERSES  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  on  his  late  Rejignat ion  of 
the  P ref dent's  Chair  of, the  Roy al  Academy. 

By  the  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

rP  OO  wife  for  conteft,  and  too  meek  for  ftrife, 

A  Like  Lear,  opprefs’d  by  thofe  you  rais’d  to  life. 

Thy  fceptre  broken,  thy  dominion  o’er. 

The  curtain  falls,  and  thou’rt  a  king  no  more.— 

5  Still, 
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Still,  near  the  wreck  of  thy  demolifh’d  date,  > 

Truth  and  the  weeping  Mufe  with  Sue  lhall  wait; 
Science  fhall  teach  Britannia’s  felf  to  moan. 

And  make,  O  injur’d  friend!  thy  wrongs  her  own. 
Shall  we  forget,  when,  with  incedant  toil. 

To  thee  ’twas  giv’n  to  turn  the  llubborn  fo.;l— 

To  thee,  with  flow’rs  to  deck  our  dreary  wade. 

And  kill  the  pois’nous  weeds  of  vicious’ tade ; 

To  pierce  the  gloom  where  England’s  Genius  dept. 
Long  of  foft  love  and  tendernefs  bereft; 

From  his  young  limbs  to  tear  the  bands  away. 

And  bid  the  infant  Giant  run  and  play? 

Dark  was  the  hour,  the  age  an  age  of  done. 

When  Hudfon  claim’d  an  empire  of  his  own ; 

And  from  the  time,  when,  darting  rival  light, 

Vandyke  and  Rubens  cheer’d  our  northern  night; 
Thofe  twin  dars  fet,  the  Graces  all  had  ded. 

Yet  paus’d,  to  hover  o’er  a  Lely’s  head  ; 

And  fometimes  bent,  when  won  with  earned  prav’r. 

To  make  the  gentle  Kneller  all  their  care; 

But  ne’er  with  fmiles  to  gaudy  Verrio  turn’d. 

No  happy  incenfe  on  his  altars  burn’d. 

O  !  witnefs,  Windfor  !  thy  too  padive  walls. 

Thy  tortur’d  ceilings,  thy  infulted  halls! 

Lo  !  England’s  glory,  Edward’s  conquering  fan. 
Cover’d  with  fpoils  from  Poiftiers  bravely  won — 

Yet  no  white  plumes,  no  arms  of  fable  hue, 

Mark  the  young  hero  to  our  ravifh’d  view; 

In  bulkin  trim  and  laurell’d  helmet  bright, 

A  well-drefs’d  Roman  meets  our  puzzled  fight ; 

And  Gallia’s  captive  king,  how  drange  his  doom  ! 

A  Roman  too  perceives  himfelf  become. 

See  too  the  miracles  of  God  profan’d. 

By  the  mad  daubings  of  this  impious,  hand ; 

Eor  while  the  dumb  exult  in  notes  of  praife. 

While  the  lame  walk,  the  blind  in  tranfports  gaze — 
While  vanquifli’d  demons  Heav’n’s  high  mandates  hear, 
And  the  pale  dead  fpring  from  the  filent  bier. 

With  lac’d  cravat,  long  wig,  and  carelefs  mien. 

The  Painter’s  prefent  at  the  wojnd’rous  fcene ! 

Vanloo  and  Dahl,  thefe  may  more  judly  claim 
A  dep  dill  higher  on  the  throne  of  Fame ; 

Yet  to  the  wed  their  coujfe  they  feem  to  run. 

The  lad  red  drcaks  of  a  declining  fun. 

And  mud  we  Jervas  name?  fo  hard  and  cold. 

In  ermine  robes,  and  peruke,  only  bold ; 

Gr,  when  infpir’d,  his  rapt’rous  pencil  own 
The  roll’d- up  docking  and  the  damafk  gown  ! 
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Behold  a  taftelefs  age  in  wonder  ftand. 

And  hail  him  the  Apelles  of  the  land  ! 

And  Denner  too — but  yet  fo  void  of  eafe, 

H  s  figures  tell  you— they’re  forbid  to  pleafe; 

Nor  in  proportion  nor  expreflion  nice. 

The  ftrong  refemblance  is  itfelf  a  vice; 

As  waxwork  figures  always  (hock  the  fight. 

Too  near  to  human  flefh  and  fhape,  affright.; 

And  when  they  belt  are  form’d  afford'the  leaft  delight. 
Turn  we’from  fuch  to  th*e,  whofe  nobler  art 
Rivets  the  eyfe  and  penetrates  the  heart : 

To  thee,  whom  Nature,  in  thy  earlieft  youth. 

Fed  with  the  honey  of  eternal  Truth — 

Then,  by  her  fondling'  art,  in  happy  hour. 

Entic’d  to  Learning’s  more  fequefler’d„bower ; 

There  all  thyAife  of  honours  firlt  was  plann’d. 

While  Nature  preach’d,  and  Science  iield.thy  hand— 
When,  but  for  thefe,  condemn’d  perchance  to  trace 
The  tirefome  vacuum  of  each  Venfelefs  face. 

Thou  in  thy  living  tints  had#  ne’er  combin’d 
All  grace  of  form  and  energy  of  mind — 

How,  but  for  thefe,  fhould  we  have  trembling  iied 
The  guilty  tofljngs  of  a  Beaufort’s  jped-; 

Or  let  the  fountain  of  our  iorrOMfS  flaw 

-  w  r  •  » 

At  fight  of  familh’d  Ugoliko’s  ^voe  ? 

Bent  on  revenge,  fhould  we  have  pen  five  flood 
O’er  the  pale  Cherubs  of  the  fatal  Wood, 

Caught  the  laft  perfume  of  their  rofy  breath. 

And  view’d  them  fmiling  at  the  flroke  of  death? 
Should  we  have  queftion’d,  flung  with  rage  and  pain. 
The  Speftre  Line,  with  the  diftrabled  Thane  ? 

Or,  with  Alcmena’s  natural  terror  wild. 

From  the  envenom’d  ferpent  torn  her  child  ? 

And  mufl  no  mure  thy  pure  and  claflic  page 
Unfold  its  treafures  to  the  rifing  age? 

Nor  from  thy  own  Athenian  temple  pour 
On  lift’ning  youth,  of  art  the  copious  ftore?— 

Hold  up  to  Labour  independent  eafe. 

And  teach  Ambition  all  the  ways  to  pleafe ! 

With  ready  hand  neglected  Genius  fave, 

Sick’ning,  o’erlook’d  in  Mis’ry’s  hidden  cave  ; 

And,  nobly  juft,  decide;  the  a&ive  mind 
Neither  to  foil  nor  climate  is  confin’d! 

Defert  not  then  my  Tons;  thofe  fons  who  foon 
Will  mourn  with  me,  and  all  their  error  own. 

Thou  mufl  excufe  that  raging  fire,  the  fame 
Which  lights  their  daily  courfe  to  endlefs  fame. 
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Alas !  impels  them,  thoughtlefs,  far  to  ftray 
From  filial  love  and  reafon’s  fober  way. 

Accept  again  thy  pow’r — refume,  the  Chair, 

“  Nor  leave  it  till— you  place  an  Equal  there.**'" 


ODE  to  James  Eruce,  Efy,  v 

Attributed  to  Mr.  Mason.  ' 

,  •  '  '  s  •» 

T_T EAR  Truth  invite !  hear  Science  pleads 
Bold  traveller,  their  voice  attend  ! 

Eager  to  give  thee  Honour’s  meed. 

And  hail  thee  as  their  public  friend  !— 

Advent’rous  Bruce,  allow  their  claim  ! 

And  fince  thy  toils  at  genuine  glory  aim. 

Let  thy  accomplilh’d  hand  confign  thofe  toils  to  Fame  ! 

What !  though,  to  ftrike  the  author  mute. 

Uplifting  a  farcafiic  hand, 

(The  gage  of  fqeptical  difpute  !) 

Detraction  on  the  watch  may  hand 
With  Ignorance  leagu’d — an  hideous  pair  ! 

Who  Hop  warm  Genius,  with  petrific  llare,  *  \ 

In  all  his  bright  purfuits,  in  every  generous  care ! 

’Tvvas  brave  difdain  of  thefe  bale  foes 
That  form’d  the  demi-gods  of  old; 

By  this,  to  modern  glory  rofe 

The  names  that  Learning  has  enroll’d.— 

Thefe,  then,  who  prey  on  worth  fublime, 

Thefe  foes  contemn,  the  pelts  of  every  clime  ! 

Though  worfe  thou  could’lt  not  meet  in  Egypt's  qukk’ning 
llime ! 

Eager  to  crulh  their  reptile  fpite. 

With  thee  in  firm  alliance  hand 
Spirits,  who  feaft  onNnental  light. 

Virtue  and  Science  hand  in  hand  !—  y 
**  Whate’er  thy  wide  refearch  might  find, 

“  Impart,”  they  cry,  “  to  benefit  mankind 
“  With  intellectual  food,  with  opulence  of  mind  L* 

Since  rival  arts  thy  life  have  grac’d. 

Give  not  ihy  aid  to  otie  alone  ! 

Though  Burney,  with  discerning  tafte. 

Implor’d  that  aid  in  friendfhip’s  tone 
Burney!  whole  leaves  thy  talents  tell; 

Burney !  hiftorian  of  the  tuneful  fheli ; 

Of  excellence  the  friend,  and  fafhionM,  to  excel  ! 

Vet.  XXXII.  I 
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See  all  the  Arts,  (a  fbcial  tribe  1) 

With  friendly  zeal  around  thee  wait. 

Keen  from  thy  fpirit  to  imbibe 
New  lights  to  dignify  their  ftate  ! 

From  thee,  with  rare  experience  fraught. 

They  afk  what  Afric’s  unknown  genius  taught. 

Loll  knowledge  to  revive,  or  aid  inveptive  thought* 

Doll  thou  not  fee  in  folemn  dreams. 

Oft  as  thy  letter’d  vigils  ceafe. 

The  fire  of  life-fupporting  llreams. 

Parent  of  commerce,  wealth,  and  peace,. 
Imperial  Nile,  before  thee  rife 
My  mental  eye  his  awful  form  efpies>. 

While  the  indignant  Power  in  honelt  anger  cries : 

“  O  Bruce,  by  my  indulgence  led 
.  “  To  fcenes  no  ancients  might  explore, 

*4  To  thofe  coy  fountains  latent  head, 
u  Whence  all  my  genial  gifts  I  pour ; 
u  Since  I,  as  kind  as  thou  waft  bold, 
ft  Skew’d  thee  my  wonders,  why  doft  thou  withhold 
What  Science  bids  thy  hand  to  all  her  fons  unfolds 

“  Remember,  as  my  fruitful  tide 

“  Throws  verdant  life  on  lands  below  ; 

<x  So,  round  the  world,  ’tis  Britain’s  pride 
“  New  ftreams  of  mental  light  to  throw  ! 

<(  And  happieft  they,  though'  Envy  lower, 

“  Who  moft  increafe,  thy  country’s  richeft  power, 

“  Her  radiance  of  renown,  from  intelledlual  dower!’* 


INSTRUCTIO  N -S  to  a  FORTER 
v  Jh  the  late  Mr.  Reddingfield,  of  Newcastle. 

you,  to  whofe  care  I-’ve  now  confign’d 
My  houfe’s  entrance,  caution  ufe  ’ 

While  you  difcharge  your  truft,  and  mind 
Whom  you  admit,  and  whom  refufe. 

c  "  '•  ■  -  •  •••  ’ 

Let  no  fierce  PafHons  enter  hdre,  v 

Palfions  the  Paging  breiaft  that  ftorm,y"'  .  ‘ 

Nor  fcornful  Pride ,  nor  fervile  Fear , 

Nor  Hate ,  nor  Envy’s,  pallid  form.,, 


Should  flv’rice  call — you’ll  let  her  know 
Oi  heap’d7up  riches  I’ve  no  ftore,  . 
And  that  fhe  has  no  right  to  go 
Where  Plutus  has  not  been  before,. 
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to!  on  a  viilt  hither  bent, 

High-plum’d  Ambition  ftalks  about; 

But  {ho aid  he  enter,  fweet  Content 

Will  give  me  warning^lhut  him  out 

Perhaps  the  Mufe  may  pafs  this  way. 

And  tho’  full  oft  I’ve  bent  the  knee*  j 

And  long  invok’d  her  magic  fway, 

Smit  with  the  love  of  harntony ; 

Alone  tho’  fhe  might  pleafe— yet  {till 
I  know  {lie’ll  with  Ambition  come ; 

With  lull  of  fame  my  heart  {he’ll  fill. 

She’ll  break  my  relb— «I’m  not  at  home* 

There  is  a  rafcal  old  and  hideous. 

Who  oft  (and  fometimes  not  in  vain) 

Clofe  at  my  gate  has  watch’d  alfiduous. 

In  hopes  he  might  admittance  gain  ; 

His  name  is  Care — if  he  fiiould  call. 

Quick  out  of  doors  with  vigour  throw  him; 

And  tell  the  mifCreant  once  for  all 
I  know  him  not,  I  ne’er  will  know  him. 

t  •  ■*  "  ■  i  »  ,  \ 

Perhaps  then  Bacchus,  foe  to  Care , 

May  think  he'll  fure  my  favour  win; 

His  promifes  of  joy  are  fair 

But  falfe— -you  mull  not  let  him  in. 

But  welcome  that  fweet  Power,  on  whom 
The  young '  Dejires  attendant  move. 

Still  flufli’d  with  Beauty’s  vernal  bloom. 

Parent  of  blifs,  the  Queen  of  Love . 

O !  you  will  know  her,  {he  has  Hole 
The  1  Lift  re  of  my  Delia’s  eye ; 

Admit  her,  hail  her— ^for  my  foul 

Breathes  double  life  when  {he  is  nigh. 

If  then  Hern  Wifdom  at  my  gate 

Should  knock,  with  all  her  formal  train* 

Tell  her  I’m  bufy*^- Ihe  may  wait. 

Or,  if  {he  chufes— call  again. 
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By  the  Rev .  Fr.  Blackburne,  M-  A.  late  Archdeacon  of  Cleveland. 

«/  '  r* 

Lycidas  to  Prudentia. 

*  ITnESCEND,  fair  Stoic,  from  thy  flights; 

From  Nature  learn  to  know 
Our  pafiions  are  the  needful  weights. 

That  make  our  virtues  go.  • 

,  *  .  A  ’  *  <'  *  •  •  •  * .  ' 

,  ...  ;  ■  t  •  •  -  *  - 

Prud^ntia  to  Lycidas. 

True,  Lycidas;  but  think  not  fo 

Another  truth  to  Ihun ;  ✓  -  ^ 

Our  paflions  make  our  virtues  go. 

But  make  our  vices  run. 

t  , 

.  ' . ;  •  \  ■  t. 

Extracts  from  Arthur,  a  Poetical  Romance ,  in  /even  hooks  ; 

By  Richard  Hole.  «• 

T>  R  A I S  E  be  the  warrior’s  meed,  who  feeks  to  rife 
*  By  virtuous  atts,  by  deeds  of  bold  emprize. 

O’er  dark  oblivion ;  and  in  time’s  defpight, 

Beneat-h  whofe  wadeful  courfe?  in  endlels  night;, 

■»  Succelhve  ages  fink,  and  pals  unknown,. 

Alpires  to  make  futurity  his  own. 

Such  Arthur  was :  the  fong  preferv’d  his  fame  ; 

And  oft  our  fathers  kindled  at  the  name : 

When  wand’ring  minflrels  to  the  feeling  heart 
The  flrains  of  nature,  imdeprav’d  by  art, 

Addreft ;  and  crouded  halls  were  taught  to  ring 
With  the  bold  atts  of  Britain’s  matchlefs  king. 

Thofe  days  are  pad  :  the  vocal  drain  no  more 
Is  heard,  that  charm’d  oUr  fathers’  hearts  of  yore. 

Now,  foie  memorial  of  their  echoing  halls, 

Clafp’d  by  rude  ivy,  nod  the  mouia’ring  walls : 

In  cumb’rous  heaps  are  ftretch’d  the  ftately  towers. 

While  noxious  weeds  ufurp  the  rofeate  bow’rs; 

And,  long  enfolded  in  death’s  cold  embrace. 

Silent  have  flept  the  minflrels’  gentle  race. 

Yet  lHH  his  name  furvives ;  nor  deem  it  vain. 

That  one,  the  meaneft  of  the  tuneful  train. 

Caught  by  the  lofty  theme,  with  feebler  lays 
Prefumes  t’  unfold «a  tale  of  other  days. 

Such,  as  of  old  to  Fancy’s  ear  add  red. 

Perchance  had  druck  thp  fympathifing  bread  ; 

When  lovely  were  our  maids,  and  brave  our  youtfe* 

When  virtue  valour  crown’d,  and  beauty  truth. 

The  day’s  bright  ruler,  from  his  airy  deep 
Defending,  plung’d  beneath  the  wedern  deep  a 
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When,  o  ’er  the  rocks  that  gird  Ebuda’s  fide, 

Brave  the  wild  winds,  and  1  urging  waves  deride. 

The  full-OTb’d  moon  her  radiant  brow  difplay’d. 

And  tlie  blue  (ky  in  foftenyd  light  array’d ; 

With  quivering  iuflre  deck’d  the  purple  flood. 

And  edg’d  with  fllver  gleams  the  dufky  wood. 

Ivar,  who  trac’d  his  birth  from  Tires  renown’d, 

A  generous  youth,  beflde  the  vaft  profound. 

In  meditation  wrapt,  purfues  his  courfe 
Along  the  beach ;  while,  with  diminilh’d  force, 

Fainter  and  fainter,  from  the  (helving  fliore 
The  murmuring  waves  retreat  with  hollow,  roar. 

Soon  on  th’  horizon’s  utmoft  verge- defcry’d,  * 

A  fleet,  dim-gliding  on  the  diftant  tide. 

Appears  :  at  times  the  fnow-white  fails  in  light 
Are  cloath’d,  at  times  they  vanifli  from  his  fight. 

While  o’er  the  main  he  bends  his  anxious  eyes,  * ; 

From  high  Conagra  dreadful  founds  arife. 

Where  darkly-frowning  its  projected  fleep 
In  wide-ftretch’d  fhade  involves ‘the  roaring  deep ;  ' 

That  king  of  mountains,  whole  proud  height  to  gain  *  . 

The  feeble  race  of  rpan  would  toil  in  vain.  '  ; 

On  his  aflonifli’d  ear  with  hideous  yell 

Thus  burft  the  drain  that  aw’d  the  powers  of  hell : 

“  Shall  hated  light  ftill  clothe  thefe  azure  (Ides,  ^  . 

Daemons  of  dire  revenge  ? — awake,  arife  !  . 

Forego  your  drear y  cells  where  horror  reigns ; 

In  gloom  congehial  wrap  yon  fpangled  plains !  v 

The  vault  of  heaven  with  winds  conflicting  rend,  '  v 
And  with  the  clouds  the  (urging  billows  blend  1— [  . 

Say,  muft  we  vainly  thus  your  aid  invoke  ? 

For  this  does  blood  upon  your  altar's  fmoke  ? 

Do  we  for  this  the  fouls  of  mortals  fire 
With  rage  unpitying,  and  vindictive  ire  ? 

The  race  abhorr’d  with  caufelefs  ills  annoy. 

And  aid  your  hate  ?  awake,  arife,  deftroy  T 

As  upward  now  he  turn’d  his  wond’ring  eyes,  ; 

Of  fearful  mein,  and,  more  than  mortal  fizp. 

Three  female  forms  appear’d'.;  iiT myfl.it  rite 
Engag’d,  they  traced  the  mountain’s  dizzy  height 
In  circling  courfe ;  whilft  wide  behind  them  flew 
Their  fable  locks,  and  robes’*  of  iuflet  fiue,  * 

As  with  demeanor  wild,  and  oufftretch’d  arms. 

They  rouz’d  th’  infernal  powers  : — their  direful  charjns 
At  length  prevail.  Th’  increafihg  (hades  of  flight  ( 

Clofe  dark  around,  and  veil  therrffrom  his  light. 

Now,  by  the  potency  of  magic' found, 

Th’  afpiring  mountain  to  its  bafe  profound 
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Convulftve  fhook :  the  birds  that  ufed  to  fweep 
In  ^rouded  flight  around  the  dizzy  fteep, 

(As  grey-robed  vapors,  driven  before  the  Horn*, 

Float  on  tire  winds  in  many  a  varied  form). 

Rous’d  from  their  fecret  clefts,  with  piercing  cry. 

Thro’  the  dun  air  in  countlefs  myriads  fly. 

From  ev’ry  point  of  heav’n  red  meteors  glide 
In  flreaming  radiance  to  the  mountain’s  fide. 

Thick  and  more  thick ;  then  to  its  height  afpire. 

And  form  a  rampart  of  encircling  fire. 

But  tho’  in  fplendor  rofe  the  mountain’s  head. 

The  robe  of  darknefs  o’er  the  fky  was  fpread ; 

Portentous  darknefs— ' “  Powers  of  earth  and  air  !” 

Ebuda’s  youth  thus  rais’d  the  fuppliant  prayer, 

“  Ye,  who  o’er  nature’s  wide  domains  prefide  ! 

Ye,  who  thro*  boundlefs  fpace  benignly  guide 
Heaven’s  cheering  orbs !  who  thro’  the  ethereal  plain 
Roll  the  deep  thunder,  or  its  rage  reftrain ! 

Whofe  pow’r  can  check  the  lightning’s  darted  ray. 

And  bid  the  ftorm  in  whifpers  die  away, 

Affifl  the  race  of  man  !— behold,  unbound. 

The  Powers  of  evil  urge  their  wakeful  round  ! 

The  daemon  of  definition  is  abroad,— 

And  his  yon  dreadful  fcene  !- — Beneath  his  load 
Conagra  trembles — bind,  oh  bind  again 
This  fury  in  your  adamantine  chain  !”— 

He  ceas’d ;  for,  echoing  from  the  mountain’s  head. 

Again  the  founds  that  flruck  lus  foul  with  dread 
More  direful  rofe, — “  Seize,  feize,  the  fated  hour: 

On  yonder  fleet  the  florm  of  vengeance  pour ! 

Hefcend  ye  clouds  of  death  !  ye  fiends  arife  ! 

Burfl  forth  ye  florms,  and  mingle  feas  and  fkies  !*' 

And  now  the  fplendor  that  enclos’d  the  fteep. 

In  fparks  of  fire  flew  diverfe  o’er  the  deep. 

Kindling  the  nitrous  clouds  :  with  livid  glare 
The  lightning ftream’d  along  the  troubled  air; 

Tremendous  thunder  thro’  the  vaft  profound 
In  peals  redoubled  roll’d  its  awful  found : 

Jn  darknefs  failing  thro’  th’  affrighted  fkies 
The  daemons  pour’d  their  death-denouncing  cries. 

At  times,  their  forms  of  dread  the  lurid  light 
Difclos’d,  and  fwell’d  the  horrors  of  the  night. 

Awhile  the  youth  lay  proftrate  on  the  ground. 

When  rous’d  in  terror  by  a  mightier  found 
Of  long- continu’d  thunder,  thro’  the  Iky 
He  mark’d  with  keener  blaze  the  lightning  fly: 

Saw,  as  it  flafh’d  againft  Conagra’s  height, 

Oui-jutting  craigs,  and  rocks  of  ponderous  weight, 

Precipitate 
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Precipitate  defcend  with  hideous  roar. 

And  da£h  the  wild  waves  o’er  the  trembling  fhore. 

A  mountdin-billoW  burft  before  his  view. 

And  on  the  ftrand  a  haplefs  warrior  threw. 

Sudden  the  raging  winds  their  fury  ceafe  : 

The  ilorm-vex’d  waves  fubf.de,  and  fink  to  peac$. 
Thro’  fcattering  clouds,  their  fleecy  robes  in  light 
Array’d,  majeftic  towers  the  queen  of  night: 
Thick-gleaming  ftars  the  vault  of  heaven  adorn, 

Tike  dew-drops  glift’mng  to  the  beam  of  morn„ 

Tho’  foft  compaflion  in  the  gentle  breaft 
Of  Ivar  fwell’d,  yet  fear  awhile  r-eprelt 
His  doubtful  Heps;  he  faw  the  ftranger  rife, 

And  wildly  roll  around  his  vvond’ring  eyes. 

Stately  his  form-;  and  mingled  in  his  face 
The  charms  of  youth,  and  manhood’s  riper -grace 
Vied  for  pre-eminence:  a  ponderous  fpear 
He  held,  that  not  -the  raging  waves  could  tear 
JFrom  his  ftrong  grafp  :  his  bofom  oft  he  flruck. 

And,  upwards  gazing,  call  to  he.aven  a  look, 

In  which  indignant  rage,  with  grief  combin’d, 

Expreft  the  mix’d  emotions  of  his  mind.. 

On  his  barb’d  Heed,  that  proudly  paw’d  the  ground. 
There,  clad  in  fteel,  the  flern  Norwegian  -frown’d. 

In  loofe  array,  wide  fcatter’d  o’er  the  plain, 

Rufh’d  Thule’s  bands,  and  Gotia’s  archer  train. 

Not  e’en  Lapo'nia’s  florm-wrapt  coaft  could  fereen 
Her  harmlefs  offspring  from  the  deathful  feene. 
.Compeli’d  by  Norway’s  gloomy  lord  they  rear 
The  targe  fur-cindtur’d,  and  the  bone-tipp’d  fpear. 

By  filh,  roots,  herbs,  the  gentle  race  were  fed ; 

The  fimlefs  cave  their  dwelling,  earth  their  bed. 

On  roaring  feas  in  flight  canoes  to  fail. 

With  wellvaim’d  darts  to  pierce  th’  unwieldy  whale  ; 
Their  deflin’d  courfe  to  make  the  rein-deer  know, 
.Steer  the  fmooth  fledge  o’er  tracklefs  waftes  of  fnpw; 
T’  entrap  the  wily  fox,  the  bird  enfnare; 

On  floating  ice  furprife  the  fluggifh  bear; 

Thefe  were  their  arts  alone— -unfit  to  wield 
The  arms  of  heroes  in  th’  embattled  field. 

Their  footking  hope  that  foon  thefe  toils  would  ceafe. 
And  Genii  guide  them  to  the  bowers  of  peace ; 

Where,  in  the  land  of  fouls,  a  blifsful  fhore. 

No  ruthlefs  tyrants  fhould  moleft  them  more. 

No  tempe'ffs  rage,  no  hail,  nor  fnow  defcend. 

No  fearful  lightning  glare,  nor  thunder  rend 
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Heaven’s  azure  vault,  but  cloudlefs  radiance  gild 
The  fky,  and  ceafelefs  verdure  deck  the  field. 

Fcremofl  the  king  advanc’d*  and  bade  the  found,  ' 

That  calls  to  battle,  rile  :  his  bards  renown’d, 

Ofwald  and  Eric  thus  his  will  obey  : 

The^plain  re-echoes  to  the  lofty  lay. 

f<  Dark  on  his  cloud,  unfeen  by  mortal  eye, 

The  ruler  of  the  battle  fitsv  on  high. 

Dread  Odin,  firh  of  heavenly  powers  ador’d. 

With  fhafts  of  death  ten  thoufand  quivers  dol  ’d 
Stand  by  his  fide  :  The  fatal  bow  he  bends. 

And  wide  around  the  rapid  fhower  defcends. 

In  filence  flits  thro’  air  each  vjewlefs  dart, 

And  fills  with  torturing  pangs  the  daftard’s  heart,. 

To  Hela’s  drear  abodes  embrown’d  in  night. 

Their  feeble  fpirits  urge  their  downward  flight. 

Not  fo  the  brave,  no  fears  their  minds  controul. 

Unfelt  their  wounds.,  unvanquilh’d  is  their  foul. 

Death  then  is  more  than  vidlory  ! — The  God 
Of  battle  hails  them  to  his  bright  abode. 

For  them  he  bids  the  plenteous  banquet  Ihine, 

And  the  bowl  flow  with  Hydromol  divine. 

Rife  then,  exulting  in  your  might  arife  ! 

Conquefl  or  death  alike  the  valiant  prize. 

This,  lhall  your  days  on  earth  with  honour  crown  ; 

That,  feat  you  mid  the  gods,  and  chiefs  of  old  renown/’ 

While  thus  the  bards  awak’d  th’  infpiring  fong, 

Extatic  fury  feiz’d  the  martial  throng  : 

And,  as  the  clofe- compacted  lines  advance,  , 

(Thro’  winter’s  watry  cloud  thus  fun^beams  glance. 

When  threatmng  fiorms  th’  unfhelter’d  Twain  affright) 

On  either  fide  full  many  a  gallant  knight, 

JBurfl:  thro’  the  gloom  of  war  with  loofen’d  rein. 

Couch’d  the  ftrong  lance)  and  blaz’d  athwart  the  plain, 

More  dreadful  now  the  din  of  battle  grows; 

Spears  clafh  with  fpears,  with  buckle^  bucklers  clofe. 

Shrill  flits  the  arrow  from  the  twanging  firing, 

And  hones  on  batter’d  mail  rebounding  ring. 

The  keen-edg’d  falchion,  helm,  and  hawberk  rends; 

T^he  ponderous  axe  with  thundering  found  defcends,  " 

The  trump’s  loud  clangors  mixt  with  dying  cries. 

And  fhouts  of  wrathful  heroes  fliake  the  fkies, 

T  h’  unhallow’d  fibers  to  the  clouds  repair, 

And  darkly-hovering  on  the  wings  of  air. 

Like  famifh’d  vulturs,  mark’d  with  keen  delight 
The  fall  of  warriors,  and  the  wafte  of  fight. 

Here,  furious  Hacon  with  refifllefs  force 
Thro’  yielding  ranks  iippells  his  fpaming  horfe, 

^  ^  Emania’s 
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Fmania’s  monarch  there,  with  matchlefs  might 
Wields  his  huge  mace,  and  profirate  lays  the  fight, 

Thy  couffe  of  glory,  Svveno,  who  can  trace  ? 

Thy  foe’s  deftru&ion,  and  thy  country’s  grace ! 

While  (hook  the  brave,  no  terror  Conal  knew. 

To  prove  his  might  athwart  the  plain  he  flew. 

Nor  firength,  nor  /kill  ’gainfi  Hacon’s  fon  avail. 

Nor  mafly  buckler,  nor  protecting  mail : 

The  fatal  fpear  thro’  fhield  and  corflet  flies. 

And  ftretch’d  in  duft  the  haplefs  warrior  lies, 

Unconfcious  of  her  much-lov’d  hero’s  fall, 

Ithona  fits  in  Thornond’s  lofty  hall, 

And  bids  the  bards  to  him  awake  their  lays— 

For  who  like  Conal  claim’d  the  meed  of  praife  ! 

Sudden,  ere  yet  they  touch’d  the  warbling  wire, 

Burfi  mournful  founds  inftin&ive  from  the  lyre ; 

And  lo  !  the  dogs,  companions  of  the  chace, 

'In  (huddering  terror  gaze  on  vacant  {pace. 

Their  lord’s  fad  image  rifes  to  their  view ; 

Faint  gleam  his  arms,  and  pallid  is  his  hue. 

His  dimly-rolling  eyes  on  Thomond’s  fair 
In  grief  he  bends ;  then  borne  aloft  in  air. 

And  wrapt  in  darknels,  on  the  gale  he  flies ; 

.Deep  mourn  the  faithful  train,  and  howlings  wild  arife. 

She  marks  the  figns  that  fpeak  her  hero  low ;  1 

Rends  her  dark  trefles,  beats  her  bread:  of  fnow,  > 

And  gives  her  days  to  folitary  woe,  j  « 

Before  his  bands  fee  Neuftria’s  chief  advance  1 
A  bold  Norwegian  finks  beneath  his  lance. 

As  from  his  fide  the  weighty  fpear  he  rends, 

On  his  ftrong  vantbrafs  Hacon’s  fword  defcends. 

And  Iheers  him  to  the  bone.  His  knightly  train 
Rufh  to  his  aid,  and  bear  him  from  the  plain. 

Of  flrength  unyielding,  fpiri't  unfubdued. 

Like  Come  dark  rock  that  braves  the  furging  flood, 

Emania’s  monarch  hands  unmov’d :  the  tide 
Of  battle  rolls,  and  breaks  againfi  his  fide. 

Now  here,  now  there,  he  deals  the  deadly  wound. 

And  mangled  cones  ftrew  th*  enfanguin’d  ground. 

Norwegia’s  leader  thundering  thro’  the  field, 

A  gainfi  the  warrior’s  breafi  his  lance  impell’d. 

Unwounded  he  fuftain’d  the  mighty  lliock  ; 

The  pointed  lance  on  his  firong  corflet  broke. 

Hacon  again,  his  courier  check’d,  prepares 
T’  aflail  the  chief;  his  flaming  falchion  bares. 

Then  forward  i’purs  the-  fieed  :  his  mace  on  high 
Fiacha  lifts — As  hilling  thro’  the  Iky 
Th’  impetuous  bolt  delcends,  the  blow  he  fped 
Full  on  th’  advancing  courier's  mail-clad  head; 
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Breathlefs  he  fur.k,  and  headlong  on  the  plain 
TJie  monarch  hurl’d :  Emapia’s  lord  again 
Lifts  the  dread  mace. — What  now,  O  king  !  avail 
Thy  numerous  warriors,  and  thy  temper’d  mail  ? 

No  temper’d  mail  refills  Fiacha’s  might; 

Thy  warriors  diilant  tremble  at  the  fight. 

But  generous  Sweno  marks  thefe  lowly  laid. 

And  hades  with  pious  valour  to  thy  aid. 

Beneath  the  lifted  arm  he  fwift  addrell 
The  levell’d  fpear:  thro’  great  Fiacha’s  chefi: 

Its  furious  way  the  vengeful  weapon  tore. 

And  ilfu’d  far  beyond,  embath’d  in  gore. 

Thundering  he  falls,  the  ponderous  mace  foregoes. 

And  o’er  his  eyes  the  fhades  of  dgrknefs  clofe. 

Ierne’s  bands  in  terror  quit  the  field : 

Maronan,  Adamar,  relu&ant  yield. 

Oft  lion-dike  they  turn,  and,  in  the  ftrife, 

Gore  the  proud  hunters  that  purfue  thir  life, 

Lo !  darting  thro’  the  plain;  in  arms  whofe  blaze 
Rivall’d  the  fummer  fun’s  meridian  rays, 

A  ftately%knight,  on  his  hot  courfer  borne, 

'  That  champ’d  the  golden  bit  he  feem’d  to  fcorn. 
Appear’d,  and  loudly  thus  :  “  To  pale  affright 
Shall  Arthur’s  fiiends  fubmit  in  Arthur’s  fight  * 

The  dallard  meets  the  fate  he  Ihuns ;  the  brave 
By  generous  conteft  triumph  o’er  the  grave,” 

Enraptur’d  they  behold,  enraptur’d  hear 
The  hero’s  voice,  and  fcorn  their  former  fear. 

Again  they  turn,  they  form  the  deep’ning  line. 

And  clofe-wedg’d  fhields  a  glittering  rampart  Ihine. 

Chill,  watry  vapours  thus  that  float  on  high. 

Their  grey  robes  waving  thro’  the  wintry  Iky, 

Erom  ice-clad,  realms  when  burlls  the  polar  blaft, 
Condenle,  then  gathering  fhade  on  fhade,  o’ercalj: 

The  front  of  heaven  ;  and  on  the  ravag’d  vale 
Pour  the  fharp  ileet,  and  loud-refounding  hail. 

Meamvhile  the  prince  darts  furious  on  his  foes ; 

A  grove  of  fpears  die  daundefs  pi  in.ee  enclofe  : 

He  braves,  he  meets  the  fhopk ;  and  whirls  around. 

His  dreadful  fwprd  that  gives  no  fecond  wound  :  »  , 

Burfis  unrefifted  thro’  the  black  array ; 

His  courfe  is  mark’d  with  death,  and  terror  points  his  way  l 
An  eagle  thus,  when  o’er  Plinlimmon’s  head 
Defcending  clouds  a  robe  of  darknefs  fpread. 

Wings  thro’  th’  encircling  gloom  his  rapid  fi  ight. 

Then  foars  exulting  mid  the  fields  of  liglit. 

Can  words  his  actions  paint,  when  valor’b  fiame 
Glow’d  in  his  eyes,  and  lighten’d  in  his  frame 


Where’e? 
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Where’er  he  rulh’d,  more  fierce  the  tumult  ronrM, 

Around  his  courfe  the  blood  of  thoufands  pour’d* 

Beneath  th’  ethereal  fire’s  refiftlefs  ftroke. 

As  finks  the  lofty  pine,  the  knotted  oak. 

Heroes  and  kings  beneath  his  matchlefs  might 
Beftrevv  the  plain :  the  crowded  ranks  of  fight 
Like  fun-drawn  mills  difi'olve.  The  pitying  mule 
Death’s  wakeful  courfe  relu&antly  purfues. 

To  one  alone,  who  claims  th’  applauding  lay, 

JTis  her’s  the  tributary  llrain  to  pay; 

Hacon’s  brave  fon — No  equal  yet  he  found; 

By  Deva’s  banks  he  fpreads  dekrudlion  round. 

His  lance  arrefts  the  daftard  as  he  flies ; 

His  force  the  valiant  proves,  and  proving  dies. 

But  fhort  the  triumph — Uther’s  fon  draws  near. 

And  fate  "dim  hovers  round  his  beaming  fpear. 

<c  Secure  of  glory  in  the  living  lay. 

No  longer  urge  to  fame  thy  dangerous  way  ! 

Retire,  nor  brave  yon  terror  of  the  plain  !” 

Thus  warn’d  Norwegia’s  bards,  but  warn’d  the  youth  in  vain. 
Hurl’d  from  his  feat,  befide  the  flream  he  lies ; 

Life’s  fading  taper  in  his  fwimming  eyes 
Dim-twinkling  gleams  :  his  golden  locks  beftrew 
The  plain  ;  while  llruck  with  forrow  at  the  view. 

His  faithful  Heed  the  languid  head  declines ; 

On  the  green  bank  his  lhatter’d  helmet  Ihines ; 

O’er  his  broad  buckler  rolls  the  torrent  grey. 

And  ting’d  with  blood  purfues  its  mazy  way. 

The  Briton  marks  with  grief  th’  expiring  foe ; 

Perchance,”  he  cries,  “  not  mortal  is  the  blow. 

Few  are  thy  years,  yet  mighty  were  thy  deeds ; 

And  forrow  melts  my  foul  when  valour  bleeds.” 

Thus  he  replied,  with  weak  and  ftruggling  breath ; 

{t  I  meet  the  warrior’s  doom,  and  welcome  death. 

To  fvvell  another’s  fame,  difgraceful  thought! 

Vanquilh’d  to  live,  were  life  too  dearly  bought. 

No,  fmce  ’tis  mine  to  fall  beneath  the  brave, 

I  mourn  not ;  for  what  honour  deigns  to  crave. 

Honour  will  grant ;  and  Britain’s  generous  chief 
Accord  my  fuit ;  to  footh  a  father’s  grief. 

My  arms,  and  breathlefs  corfe  refiore  !” — He  faid. 

His  dim  eyes  clos’d — the  gallant  fpirit  fled. 

“  Farewell,  brave  youth!”  thus  Uther’s  generous  fon 
Mournful  exclaim’d ;  “  what  glory  hadft  thou  won. 

If  fate  vouchfaf’d  thee  but  a  longer  day  ! 

Sweno,  farewell !  thou  bright,  but  tranfient  ray— 

Approach,  ye  facred  bards,  to  whom  belong  , 

The  warbling  lyre,  and  joy-diflufing  long. 

8  .No* 
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Not  againft  you  the  vengeful  blade  we  raife. 

Who  bid  the  hero  live  to  future  days— 

Approach  in  fafety,  and  difmifs  your  fear  : 

To  his  fad  fire  the  breathlefs  warrior  bear ; 

And,  (may  it  footh  his  troubled  bread:!)  relate 
EH  fell  by  Arthur,  who  bewail’d  his  fate.” 

Iiacon,  retir’d  beyond  the  martial  lines. 

With  toil  fore-fpent,  to  younger  knights  refign? 

The  field  of  glory;  and  beholds  from  far, 

Tn  wonder  loft,  the  furging  tide  of  war 
Roll  backward  :  but  amazement  foon  fuppreft. 

To  grief  confign’d  the  empire  of  his  breaft. 

His  haplefs  Ton  before  his  view  is  laid  : 

In  fpeechlefs  agony  he  marks  the  dead. 

Loft  is  the  warrior’s  firmnefs,  that  defied 
The  power  of  fortune— loft  the  regal  pride. 

That  mock’d  at  woe:  the  heart-wrung  tear  defcends* 

The  hoary  honours  of  his  head  he  rends  ; 

And,  while  his  bofom  throbs  with  frequent  fighs, 

Clafping  the  clay-cold  corfe  on  earth  he  lies. 

His  bards  indignant  mark  his  frantic  grief ; 

When  Ofwald  thus :  “  Is  this  the  haughty  chief. 

Who  wades  to  fame  thro’  war’s  empurpled  tide. 

Terror  his  lov’d  compeer,  and  Death  his  guide? 

Can  he  lament  the  warrior’s  envied  ftate,  ' 

By  valour  plac’d  beyond  the  reach  of  fate? 

His  ceftin’d  courfe  thy  fon  with  honour  ran,  / 

And  fell  a  hero  ere  he  liv’d  a  man. 

That  be  his  praife,  ter  glory  in  it  thine  ; 

3Tis  Hacon’s  right  to  triumph,  not  repine  !” 

“  Ceafe,  ceafe,”  he  cried:  t(  can  words  relief  impart. 

And  pluck  the  fhaft  of  anguilh  from  my  heart  ? 

Behold  yon  blafted  oak  !  canft  thou  array  ,  * 

Its  wither’d  branches  in  the  pomp  of  May  ? 

Bid  it  again  exalt  its  towering  head. 

And  to  the  winds  its  leafy  honours  fpread  ? 

Spring  will  return — but  ne’er  returning  fpring 
Around  its  trunk  the  verdant  wreath  fhall  fling  : 

Nor  time  revolving  to  my  view  reftore 
My  hero’s  budding  honours — He  no  more 
Shall  fhelter  yield  in  danger’s  ftormy  day— 

And  fhall  I  lonely  moulder  to  decay, 

A  burthen  to  the  earth  ?”— With  vengeful  mind 
He  mounts  his  fteed  ;  when  Eric  thus  rejoin’d : 

“  Canft  thou  witliftand,  enfeebled  by  thy  wounds. 

And  length  of  years,  yon  warrior,  who  confounds 
Embattled  armies  ?  Hence,  the  thought  refio-n  J 
On  other  realms  the  beams,  of  glory  ftiine.  ° 

'  *  Again 
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Again  thy  prowefs  fhall  be  fhewn ;  again 

Our  crowded  fails  fhall  fhade  the  burthen’d  main ; 

Thy  Wonted  field  of  honour;  Where  the  brave 
Reap  fame’s  rich  harvefl  on  the  rolling  wave. 

Shall  Sweno’s  lovely  form  be  given  the  prey 
To  ravenous  wolves  ?  wilt  thou  deny  the  lay 
To  Sweno’s  praife  ?  the  rites  fephlchral  paid. 

Then  think  of  vengeance  to  atone  his  fhade.” 

The  king  relu&ant  yields :  his  glaring  eyes 
He  backward  turns,  whilfl  in  his  bofofitt  rife 
Conflicting  paflions :  oft  he  checks  his  courfe. 

And  grafps  his  fword,  and  longs  its  wonted  force 
Once  more  to  prove  :  at  length  to  fate  relrgn’d. 

He  flies — the  florin  of  battle^ roars  behind. 

Extract  frojn  a  Complimentary  Epistle  to  James  Bruce,  <v^.  t$t 
Abyflinian  T raveller.  By  Pe ter  Pindar,  efq. 

CWEET  Js  the  tale,  however  flrange  its  air, 

^  That  bids  the  public  eye  aftonied  flare  ! 

Sweet  is  the  tale,  howe’er  uncouth  its  lhape. 

That  makes  the  world’s  wide  mouth  with  wonder;  gape! 

Behold  our  infancies  in  tales  delight. 

That  bolt  like  hedgehog  quills  the  hair  upright. 

Of  gholls  how  pleas’d  is  every  child  to  hear ! 

To  fuch  is  Jack  the  Giant-killer  dear! 

Dread  monilers,  ifluing  from  the  flame  or  flood. 

Charm,  tho’  with  horror  cloth’d  they  chill  the  blood  l 
What  makes  a  tale  fo  fleepy,  languid,  dull? 

Things  as  they  happen’d — not  of  marvel  full. 

What  gives  a  zefl,  and  keeps  alive  attention  ? 

A  tale  that  wears  the  vifage  of  invention: 

A  tale  of  lions,  fpe&res,  fuipwreck,  thunder; 

A  wonder,  or  firfl  coufm  to  a  wonder. 

Myflerious  conduCl  !  yet  ’tis  Nature’s  plan 
To  fow  with  wonder’s  feeds  the  foul  of  man. 

That  ev’ry  where  in  fweet  profuflon  rife. 

And  fprout  luxuriant  through  the  mouth  and  eyes  -t 
What  to  the  deep  Sir  Joseph  gave,, 

As  of  the  world,  the  fport  of  wind  and  wave  ? 

What  bade  the  knight,  amid  thofe  fcenes  jlmote* 

Sleep  with  Queen  Oborea  in  the  boat  ?  > 

What,  unconfounded,  leap  to  Newton’s  chair?. 

What,  but  to  make  a  world  with  wonder  flare  ? 

What  bids  a  King  on  Wimbledon,  Blackheath, 

So  oft  rejoice  the  regiments  of  death; 

While  Britain’s  mightier  bulwark  flighted  lies, 

And  vainly  groaning  for  its  Qasfar  fighs  ? 

»  f  "  .  What, 
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What,  with  the  vulgar  pigs  of  Alcot  taken. 

Devour  on  Afcot-heath  his  annual  bacon  ? 

What  bade  that  great,  great  man,  a  goodly  light, 

"Watch  his  wife’s  di’mond  petticoat  all  night ; 

And  what  that  wife  of  great,  great,  great  renown. 

Make  her  own  caps,  and  darn  a  thread-bare  gown  ? 

What  bade  the  charming  Lady  Mary  fly 
Marchesi’s  fqueeze,  for  Pacchierotti’s  ligh  ? 

What  Master  Edgecumbe  deal  in  rhiming  ware? 
What,  but  to  put  all  Cawfand  in  a  flare  ? 

Sweet  child  of  verfe,  who,  with  importance  big. 

Pleas’d  its  own  felf,  and  eterniz’d  a  pig ; 

Whilfl,  mad  an  equal  weight  of  praife  to  fliare. 

Old  Mount  plays  Punchinello  to  a  hair. 

What  makes  a  girl  the  fliops  for  novels  rove  ?  , 

The  fweet  impoffibilities  of  love; 

Quixotic  deeds  to  catch  the  flying  fair; 

To  pant  at  dangers,  and  at  marvels  flare. 

What  prompteth  Chloe,  confcious  of  the  charm? 

That  crowd  the  fouls  of  fwains  with  wild  alarms. 

To  give  the  fwelling  bofom’s  milk-white  1km 
A  veil  of  gauze  fo  marvelloufly  thin? 

What  but  a  kind  intention  of  the  fair 
To  treat  the  eyes  of  Ihepherds  with  a  flare  ? 

Behold  1  Religion’s  felf,  celeftial  dame. 

Founds  on  the  rock  of  miracle  her  fame  : 

A  facred  building,  that  defies  decay. 

That  fin’s  wild  waves  can  never  wafh  away  i 
What  made  John  Rolls  (except  for  Exon’s  flare) 
Drill-ferjeant  to  the  aldermen  and  may’r  ; 

Ere  from  the  hall  he  led  his  chofen-  bands. 

To  view  the  King  of  Nations,  and  kifs  hands? 

How  rarely  man  the  haunts  of  wifdom  feeks. 

Pleas’d  with  the  life  of  cabbages  and  leeks! 

Though  form’d  to  plough  the  foil,  divinely  flrong, 

5Tis  famine  goads  him,  like  an  ox,  along; 

But  Bruce,  on  curio/ity's  wild  wings. 

Darts,  hawk  -like,  where  the  game  of  marvel  fprings* 

Let  envy  kindle  with  the  blufh  of  fharae. 

That  dares  to  call  thee,  Bruce,  a  thief  of  fame* 

Pleas’d  to  thjr  wonder’s  vortex  to  be  drawn,  v  - 

A  thoufand  volumes  could  not  make  me  yawn: 

And  (O  accept  a falutary  hint)—  '•  vr  ve  .. 

The  world  will  read  as  fall  as  thou  Canfl'  print*  " 


BE 


O  D  E  to  the  Glow-Wor  m.  By  the  fame . 

]V/[  ILD  infedt,  harmlefs  as  myfelf,  1  ween; 

^  Thou  little  planet  of  the  rural  fcene. 

When  fummer  warms  the  vallies  with  her  rays ; 
Accept  a  trifling  fonnet  to  thy  praife. 

*##  ####* 

Bright  ftranger,  welcome  to  my  field. 

Here  feed  in  fafety,  here  thy  radiance  yield  ; 

To  me,  O  nightly  be  thy  fplendour  given: 

Oh,  could  a  wifh  of  mine  the  fkies  command. 
How  would  I  gem  thy  leaf  with  lib’ral  hand. 
With  ev’ry  fweeteft  dew  of  Heav’n ! 

Say,  dofi:  thou  kindly  light  the  fairy  train, 

Amidfi  their  gambols  on  the  Hilly  plain,  ' 

Hanging  thy  lamp  upon  the  moiften’d  blade  ? 
What  lamp  fo  fit,  fo  pure  as  thine, 

Amidfl  the  gentle  elfin  band  to  Ihine, 

And  chafe  the  horrors  of  the  midnight  fliade  ! 

Oh  !  may  no  feather’d  foe  diflurb  thy  bow’r. 

And  with  barbarian  beak  thy  life  devour : 

Oh !  may  no  ruthlefs  torrent  of  the  fky, 

O  ’erwhelming,  force  thee  from  thy  dewy  feat; 
Nor  tempers  tear  thee  from  thy  green  retreat. 
And  bid  thee  ’midft  the  humming  myriads  die  t. 

Queen  of  the  infedl:  world,  what  leaves  delight  ? 

Of  fuch  thefe  willing  hands  a  bowh*  fhall  form. 
To  guard  thee  from  the  rufhing  rains  of  night. 
And  hide  thee  from  the  wild  wing  of  the  dorm. 

Sweet  child  of  ftillnefs,  ’midd  the  awful  calm 
Of  paufing  nature  thou  art  pleas’d  to  dwell ; 

In  happy  filence  to  enjoy  thy  balm. 

And  ihed  through  life  a  iultre  round  thy  cell. 

How  diff’rent  man,  the  imp  of  noife  and  ftrife. 
Who  courts  the  ftorra  that  tears  and  darkens  life; 

Bled  when  the  paflions  wild  the  foul  invade  I 
How  nobler  far  to  bid  thole  whirlwinds  ceafe; 

To  tafte,  like  thee,  the  luxury  of  peace. 

And  fliine  in  folitude  and  lhade ! 
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A  Fable,  by 


Abate 


Bertola. 


[From  Mrs .  Piozzi’j-  Travels^ 


T  |NA  lucertoletta 

Diceva  al  coccjdrillo. 
Oh  quanto  mi  diletta 
Di  veder  finalmente 
Urn  della  mia  famiglia 
Si  grande  e  fi  potente  ! 

Ho  fatto  mille  miglia 
Per  venirvi  a  vedere, 
Mentre  tra  noi  ft  ferba 
Hi  voi  memoria  viva ; 
Renche  fuggiam  tra  l’erba 
E  il  faffofo  ientiero  : 

In  fen  pero  non  langue 
L’onor  del  prifco  fangue. 


WALKING  full  many  a  \yeary  mile 
The  lizard  met  the  crocodile ; 

And  thus  began — How  fat,  how  fair* 
How  finely  guarded,  fir,  you  are ! 

’Tis  really  charming  thus  to' fee 
One’s  kindred  in  profperity. 

I’ve  tra  veil’d  far  to  find  your  coaft. 

But  fure  the  labour  was  hot  loft:  1 

For  you  muft  think  we  don’t  forget 
Our  loving  couftn  now  fo  great ; 

And  tho’  our  humble  habitations 
Are  fuch  as  fuit  our  fiender  ftations. 

The  honour  of  the  lizard  blood 
Was  never  better  underftood. 


L’anfibio  re  dormiva 
A  quelli  complimenti, 
Pur  fugli  ultimi  accent! 
Hal  fonno  fe  rilcolfe 
E  dimandd  chi  fofte  ? 
La  parentela  antica, 

II  viaggio,  la  fatica, 
Quella  torno  a  dire, 

Ed  ei  torne  a  dormire. 


Th’  amphibious  prince,  who  ftept  content. 
Ne’er  liftening  to  her  compliment. 

At  this  expreffibn  raifed  his  head. 

And— Pray  who  are  you  ?  coolly  laid  ; 
The  little  creature  now  renew’d 
Her  hiftory  of  toils  fubdu’d. 

Her  zeal  to  fee  her  couftn’s  face. 

The  glory  of  her  ancient  race; 

But  looking  nearer,  found  my  lord 
Was  faft  afleep  again — and  fnor’d. 


Lafcia  I  grand!  ed  i  potent! 
A  fognar  per  parenti ; 

Puoi  corteft  ftimarli 
Se  dorm-on  mentre  parli." 

1 


Ne’er  prels  upon  a  rich  relation. 
Rais’d  to  the  ranks  of  higher  ftation; 
Or  if  you  will  difturb  your  coz,. 

Be  happy  that  he  does  but  doze. 


Account 

\  ‘I 


Account  of  Books  for  1790. 


*fhe  Antiquities  of  Athens,  mtafured 
and  delineated  by  James  Stuart, 
F.  R.  S.  and  F.  S.  A.  and  Nicho¬ 
las  Revett,  Architects  and  Paint¬ 
ers,  Vol.  II.* 

/■  |  A  HE  lovers  of  antiquities  and 
the  fine  arts  having  fuffered  a 
ievcre  lofs  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Stu¬ 
art,  and  that  melancholy  event  hap¬ 
pening  at  a  time  when  the  curiofity 
Sf  the  public,  ftrongly  raifed  by  the 
firfl.  volume  of  the  Antiquities  of 
Athens,  might  be  fuppofed  to  wait 
anxioufly  for  the  continuation  of  a 
work  fo  interefting  and  fo  ably  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  Mr,  Stuart’s  friends  under¬ 
took  to  publifh  the  fequel  without 
additions  or  alterations,  excepting 
fuch  as  were  indifpenfably  neceftary 
to  complete  his  intention,  and  for 
which  the  materials  he  left  afforded 
authority.  This  circuinilance  is 
mentioned  in  the  introduction, 
where  it  is  alfo  dated  what  fhare 
the  Dilettanti  Society  have  in  this 
fecond  volume.  Mr.  Stuart  having 
been  infirm  for  fome  years  previous 
to  his  death,. his  papers  were  left  in 
great  confufion;  many  were  incom¬ 
plete,  many  were  miffing, .  Re- 
courfe  was  had  to  the  original 
fketch-books  and  other  authentic 
documents,  to  complete  the  examr 
pies,  that  were  left  unfinifhed. 
Where  authentic  materials  were 


wanting,  the  deficiency  has  been 
left  remaining,  except  that  when 
feme  of  the  views  could,  not  be 
found,  fome  other,  relative  to  the 
i'ubjecl  deferibed,  have  been  fubftD 
tuted.  To  the  members  of  the  Di¬ 
lettanti  Society  it  is  chiefly  owing 
that  the  honour  and  utility  of  this 
work  has  not  been  loft  to  the  Britifti 
nation.  Mrs.  Stuart  alfo  acknow¬ 
ledges  herfelf  highly  indebted  to 
thofe  gentlemen  ;  and  in  a  few  lines 
prefixed  to  the  introduClion,  expref- 
ies  in  a  becoming  manner  her  fenfe 

O 

of  gratitude  for  their  liberal  encou-< 
ragement  in  promoting  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  this  fecond  volume  ;  in  the 
completion  of  which  Mr.  William 
Nevvtoh,  of  Greenwich,  took  a  con- 
ftderable  part. 

This  volume,  like  the  firft,  is  di¬ 
vided  into  five  chapters,  and  con¬ 
tains  befides  an  accurate  defeription 
and  hiftorical  account  of  the  Acro¬ 
polis,  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
volume,  and  an  explanation  of  the 
vignettes  added  to  the  end. 

In  the  ^dvertifement  by  Mr. 
Stuart  himfelf,  he  informs  us,  that 
when  Mr.  Revett  and  himfelf  re¬ 
turned  from  Athens,  and  opened  a 
fubfeription  for  the  publication  of 
their  work,  uncertain  whether  they 
fhould  be  encouraged  to  proceed 
any  further  with  their  undertak¬ 
ing,  they  [defied  various  fpecimens 


*  See  an  account  of  the  firft  V o’ujzt^  in  the  Annual  Regifter,  Vol.  VI. 
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which  might  exhibit  the  different 
forts  of  columns  ufed  among  the 
Greeks.  The  liberality  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  perfuaded  him  to  go  on  with  the 
work,  now  his  foie  property ,  and  he 
propofed  to  publiffi  it  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  order.  The  prefent  volume 
treats  of  the  public  monuments 
erected  while  the  Athenians  were 
a  free  people,  and  chiefly  under  the 
adminiftration  of  Pericles. 

The  third  volume,  which  is  in 
great  forwardnefs,  will  contain  de- 
fcriptions  of  thofe  edifices  built 
while  Greece  was  fubje&ed  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Romans — a  period 
during  which  Athens,  though  de¬ 
prived  of  her  liberty,  was  not  yet 
deftitute  of  tafte  and  elegance. 

There  is  prefixed  to  this  volume 
a  linking  refemblance  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  beautifully  engraved,  by 
Knight.  A  landscape  view  of  the 
Acropolis,  with  Turkish  figures  ; 
and  a  plan  of  that  citadel,  of  which 
he  gives  the  following  defcription, ' 
form  the  introdihftion  : 

“  The  Acropolis  furniflies  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  principal  part  of  the 
volume ;  I  have  therefore  given  a 
plan  and  view  of  it,  in  its  prefent 
liate.  It  is  built  on  a  rock,  which 
is  on  every  fide  a  precipice,  and 
acceffibie  only  at  the  entrance. 
The  fumrnit  is  fortified  by  a  wall, 
built  on  its  extreme  edge*,  encom- 
pafling  the  whole  upper  furface, 
which  is  nearly  level.  '  '  " 

“  The  natural '  flrength  of  its 
fituation  is  (aid  to  nave  induced  the 
firff  iniiabitahts  to  fettle  there;  and 
when,  in  piocefs  of  time,  their  num¬ 
bers  increafed,  they  began  to  build 
on  the  adjacent  ground  below;  till 
at  length  the' Acropolis,  being  fur- 
rounded  on  every  fide,  became  the 
fortrefs  of  a  large  and  populous 
city, 

\ 


“  It  was  richly  adorned  by  the 
Athenians,  in  the  days  of  their 
profperity,  with  temples,  llatues, 
paintings,  and  votive  gifts  to  their 
divinities ;  but  is  new  in  a  moff 
ruinous  condition;  though  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  famous  Propylaea,  the 
little  temple  of  Vi&ory  without 
wings,  the  Doric  temple  of  Mi- 
nerva,  called.  Parthenon  and  Heca- 
tompedon,  and  the  Ionic  temples  of 
Erechtheus  and  Minerva  Polias, 
with  the  cell  of  Pandrofus,  are  Hill 
to  be  feen. 

“  Its  walls  have,  at  different 
times,  been  rudely  repaired,  or  ra¬ 
ther  rebuilt,  very  little  of  the  an¬ 
cient  mafonry  remaining:  nume¬ 
rous  fragments  of  columns,  cornices^ 
and  fculptures,  appear  in  fevergl 
parts  of  them,  which  make  an  un¬ 
couth  and  ruinous  appearance. 

“  The  Turks  keep  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon  here  ;  and  it  is  the  refidence 
of  the  Difder  Aga,  or  governor 
of  die  fortrefs,  as  alfo  of  the  Afap 
Aga,  and  other  inferior  officers  of 
the  place.” 

The  firfl  chapter  relates  to  the 
temple  of  Minerva,  called  Parthe¬ 
non  and  Hecatompedon.  This  ce¬ 
lebrated  temple  was  built  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Pericles,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Phidias.  In  its 
prefent  ruinous  Hate,  it  has  a  ma- 
jelly,  and  exhibits  a  magnificence, 
which  greatly  furpafles  the  expec¬ 
tations  of  men  accullomed  to  view 
beautiful  objects.  This  edifice  was 
gimeft  entire  laft  century,  when  Sir 
George  Wheler  and  Dr.  Spon  faw 
it,  and  was  reduced  to  its  prefent 
condition  by  an  unlucky  bomb  dur¬ 
ing  the  fiege  of  Athens  by  the  Ve¬ 
netians.  The  infide  of  the  temple 
is  divided  (  by  a  crofs  wall,  and  ■the' 
idler  divifion  into  which  yqu>  enter 
has  been  miftaken  by  Wheler  and 

Spon 
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Spon  for  the  Pronaus,  whereas  it  is 
the  Opifthodomus,  where  the  pub¬ 
lic  treafure  was  kept.  In.  the 
larger  divifion  flood  the  famous  fla¬ 
ttie  of  Minerva,  twenty-fix  cubits 
high,  according  to  Pliny,  made  of 
gold  and  ivory,  the  work  of  the  il- 
luflrious  Phidias.  Mr.  Stuart  is 
inclined  to  think,  with  other  anti¬ 
quarians,  that  the  ivory  of  this  fla- 
tue  was  painted,  as  that  of  Jupiter 
at  Elis  appears,  from  Strabo’s  ac¬ 
count,  to  have  certainly  been.— 
The  reafon,  he  conceives,  why  ivory 
was.  ufed  in  ftatues  of  this  kind  ra¬ 
ther  than  wood,  to  have  been  not 
on  account  of  its  colour,  but  be- 
caufe  wood  is  apt  to  crack  and  be 
deflroyed  by  worms  :  ivory  not  be¬ 
ing  of  an  uniform  colour,  but  yel¬ 
low  near  the  outflde  of  the  tooth, 
and  white  in  the  middle ;  and  there¬ 
fore  it  wauld  require  painting  on 
that  account,  and  likewife  to  hide 
the  joinings  Of  the  pieces.  It  is  re¬ 
corded  by  Thucydides,  that  the 
gold  about  it  weighed  forty  talents, 
which,  according  to  the  value  of 
gold  at  that  time,  was  worth  about 
1 20,000 1.  fterling. 

Mr.  Stuart  quotes  apaflage  from 
Vitruvius,  which,  if  applicable  to 
this  temple,  as  Mr.  Stuart  fuppofes, 
feems  to  prove  it  to  have  been  an 
Hypcethros,  that  is,  without  a  roof. 
As  to  the  roof  feen  by  Wheler  and 
Spon,  it  was  probably  added  to  the 
building  when  it  was  converted  in¬ 
to  a  church,  at  which  time  the  eaft- 
ern  entrance,  or  the  true  Pronaus, 
was  clofed  up,  to  adapt  it  to  Chrii- 
tian  ufes. 

Upon  the  fubjett  of  unroofed 
temples,  Mr.  Stuart  obferves,  that  a 
difficulty  has  been  flarted,  viz.  that 
it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that  fuch 
magnificent  and  coflly  works,  com¬ 
peted  of  ivory  and  gold,  and  deli- 
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cately  painted,  would  be  expofed 
in  the  open  air  to  all  the  varieties 
of  weather.  In  anfwer  to  this,  he 
remarks,  that  the  periflyle,  or  in¬ 
ternal  colonnade,  fupported  a  roof, 
which  flickered  great  part  of  the 
area  of  the  cell,  and  feems  to  have 
projected  over  the  ftatue.  Another 
conjecture  is,  that  the  Peplus  of 
Minerva  in  the  Parthenon,  and  the 
Parapetafma  of  Jupiter  Olympius 
in  Elis,  mentioned  by  Paufanias  in 
his  defeription  of  that  temple,  were 
each  of  them  fafpended  in  their  re- 
fpeOlive  fltuations,  fo  as  to  afford 
the  requifite  fiiade  or  {better  to 
thofe  moft  celebrated  flatues, 

“  The  name  of  this  temple  (He- 
catompedon)  implying  that  it  ex¬ 
tended  a  hundred  feet,  led  me,  fays' 
Mr.  Stuart,  to  inquire  into  the 
length  of  the  Attic  foot.  For 
which  purpofe,  I  compared  the 
length  of  the  lower  ftep  in  front, 
with  its  length  on  the  fide,  arid, 
found  them  incommenfurable :  nei¬ 
ther  were  the  front  and  fide-lengths 
of  the  flep  above  it  commenfurable 
with  each  other.  But  the  third  flep, 
on  which  the  columns  of  the  portico 
fland,  meamred  ioi  feet  inch 
Englifh,  in  front,  and  227  feet 
inch  on  each  fide,  which  are  fo  near¬ 
ly  in  the  proportion  of  ioo  to  225, 
that,  had  the  meafure  been  J  of  an 
inch  lefs,  it  would  have  been  defi¬ 
cient  of  it. 

“  Tilde  meafure s  were  taken 
from  a  brafs  fcale  of  three  feet,  di¬ 
vided  by  that  eminent  aitifl  Mr, 
John  Bird,  whole  works  are  known 
all  over  Europe. 

“  The  front"  meafure  gives  an 
Attic  foot  of  1  2,1  37  London  inches, 
and  decimals  ;  the  fide  meafure,  one 
of  1 2,  f  38. 

“  Hence  the  Pvoman  foot,  which, 
according  to  Pliny,  was  to  the  Attic 
M  2  ‘  M* 
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in  proportion  of  600  to  625,  or  of 
24  or  25,  will  be  found  to  be  1 1,65 1 
London  inches  and  decimals,  or  97 1 
fuch  parts  as  the  London  foot  con¬ 
tains  1000,  which  does  not  fenlibly 
differ  from  what  has  been  determin¬ 
ed  by  other  methods.” 

To  this  chapter  is  annexed  a  plan 
and  account  or  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
Oiympius  at  Athens. 

The  fecond  chapter  contains  an 
account  of  the  three  contiguous  tem- 
pies  of  Erechtheus,  Minerva  Polias, 
and  Pandrofus.  The  Erechtheus  and 
the  temple  of  Minerva  Polias  were 
under  the  fame  roof. 

In  the  Erechtheum,  as  we  are  told 
by  Paufanias,  was  the  fpring  of  lea- 
water  produced  by  the  ftroke  of 
Neptune’s  trident,  when  he  con¬ 
tended  with  Minerva  for  the  patron¬ 
age  of  the  city. 

<_?  # 

Mr.  Stuart  makes  it  appear  likely 
that  this  temple  was  originally  con- 
ibc.ratcd  to  Neptune,  becaufe  there 
was  in  it  an  altar  ereCted  to  that 
god,  on  which  they  alfo  facriliced 
by  command  of  the  oracle  to  Erech¬ 
theus.  I11  the  temple  of  Minerva 
was  depolited  the  ancient  llatue  of 
the  goddefs,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
have  defcended  from  heaven. 

The  Pandrofium,  dedicated  to  the 
nymph  Pandrofus,  one  of  the  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Cecrops,  is  the  only  ancient 
example  we  know  of,  in  which  the 


olive-tree,  faid  to  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  Minerva  in  her  competi¬ 
tion  with  Neptune  above-mentioned. 
It  was  called  Pankyphos  (incurvat- 
ed)  from  its  branches  being  bent 
downward  after  it  had  grown  up  to 
the  roof.  Under  this  tree  hood  the 
altar  of  Jupiter  Hirceus.  Some  have 
imagined  that  an  olive-tree  grew  in 
the  temple  of  Minerva  Polias;  but 
it  is  quite  improbable,  Mr.  Stuart 
fays,  that  any  tree  ihould  grow  in  a 
place  fo  unfavourable  to  vegetation : 
for  it  appears  to  have  been  a  clofe 
room,  illuminated  only  by  a  lamp  ; 
whereas  in  that  of  Pandrofus,  a  free 
admiffion  was  given  to  light  and  air; 
the  fpaces  between,  the  caryatides 
being  left  entirely  open.  The  olive 
and  the  fpring  of  fea- water,  prove 
this  to  be  the  fabulous  feene  j of  con¬ 
tention  between  the  two  divini¬ 
ties. 

Mr.  Stuart  conjectures  that  the 
Cecropium  was  the  fame  with  the 
temple  of  Minerva  Polias,  called 
fo  on  account  of  Cecrops  having 
been  buried  there  :  and  that,  owing 
to  the  fame  circumitance,  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Neptune  has  poffibly  been 
named  the  Erechtheum.  *  There 
three  temples  form  but  one  body, 
though  they  were  not  intended  by 
the  architect  to  compofe  one  regular 
whole.  This  chapter  is  adorned 
with  20  plates. 

The  third  chapter  is.  on  the  theatre 


entablature  and  roof  is  fupported  by 
caryatides.  ,  Vitruvius,  he  fays,  pro¬ 
bably  alludes  to  this  building  when 
he  tells  us.  that  after  the  defeat  of 
the  Eerhans,  and  the  deftruCtion  of 
the  city  Carya,  the  architects  of 
thole  times  placed  female  figures  of 
this  kind  in  public  buildings,  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  ignominy  of  thofe  who 
defeated  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 
their  country. 

Vv  L  hin  the  Pandrciium  was  the 


of  Bacchus,  which  is  in  a  very  ruin¬ 
ous  condition.  The  front  of  th§ 
feene  forming  part  of  the  outworks 
of  the  citadel,  the  meafurements  of 
our  travellers  excited  thq!  jealoufy 
of  the  Turkifh  garrifon,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  defift  from  their 
operations.  This  was  a  fevere  dif- 
appointment,  as  they  hoped  that  by 
digging  the  earth  wliich  covers  the 
■proicenium,  the  lOgeum,  &c.  they 

might 
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might  have  made  important  difco- 
veries  upon  the  conftruclion  of  an¬ 
cient  theatres.  It  is  Mr.  Stuart’s 
opinion,  that  during  the  time  of  ail¬ 
ing,  the  front  of  the  fcene  in  an¬ 
cient  theatres  was  covered  by  fome 
paintings  analogous  to  the  plays  chat 
were  reprefented for,  according  to 
Vitruvius,  the  front  itfelf  was  highly 
decorated  with  (lately  pillars;  and 
the  Marchefe  Galiani  fuppofes,  that 
it  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  pa¬ 
lace.  Philoiletes  crawling  out  of 
his  cavern,  Prometheus  chained  to 
a  rock,  could  not  with  any  pro¬ 
priety  be  introduced  upon  luch  a 
fcene.  This  opinion  is  llrongly  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  paflage  in  Vitruvius,, 
where  he  tells  us  there  were  three 
forts  of  fcenes ;  the  tragic,  the  co¬ 
mic,  and  the  fatyric,  each  of  them 
doubtlefs  appropriated  to  the  fubjefit 
of  the  fable  reprefented  on  the  flage. 
He  alfo  informs  us,  that  when  J£f- 
chylus,  the  great  improver  of  the 
Grecian  ftage,  exhibited  one  of  his 
tragedies,  he  introduced  for  the  firfl 
time  a  painted  fcene. 

The  4th  chapter  treats  of  the 
Choragic  monument  of  Thrafyllus, 
built  3 1 8  years  before  Chrift. 
Though  not  fo  highly  ornamented 
as  the  monument  of  Lyficrates,  it 
is  however  wrought  with  great  ac- 
curacy,  and  lingular  in  its  compofi- 
tion.  There  are  6  plates  belonging 
to  this  chapter,  one  of  which  repre- 
fents,  as  Mr.  Stuart  with  great  plau- 
fibility  conjedures,  the  Aatue  ofDe- 
celia,  the  Demos  or  town  of  the  vic¬ 
torious  tribe.  Mr.  Stuart  gives  his 
reafons  for  differing  from  Dr.Chand- 
ler,  an  enlightened  traveller,  who 
took  that  ilatue  for  Niobe.  Mr. - 
Stuart  proves  alfo,  almofl  beyond 
the  polfibility  of  a  doubt,  that  the 
Hatties  of  Demos,  mentioned  by  Pau- 
ianias,  were  not  meant  to  reprefent 
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one  Demos,  a  minion  of  Pericles,  as 
Meurfius  boldly  alferts  it;  but  that 
they  "/ere  allegorical  reprefentations 
of  Demos ,  the  tieople ,  perionified. 

In  the  following  extract  Mr.  Stu¬ 
art  has  given  us  an  account  of  fc- 
veral  particulars  relative  to  the 
Choragic  games  celebrated  at  A- 
thens  during  the  feitival  of  Bacchus, 
“it  fhould  be  obferved,  that  the 
greater  Dicnyfia,  or  fcflival  of  Bac¬ 
chus,  was  celebrated  by  the  Athe¬ 
nians  with  extraordinary  magnifi¬ 
cence.  Tragedies  and  comedies 
were  then  exhibited  in  the  theatre; 
and  hymns  in  honour  of  Bacchus, 
accompanied  with  flutes,  were 
chaunted  by  the  chorus  in  the  O- 
deum.  On  this  occasion,  each  of  the 
Athenian  tribes  (they  were  ten  in 
number)  appointed  a  Choragus,  an 
office  attended  with  considerable  ex¬ 
pence,  as  we  may  infer  from  what 
Plutarch  has  faid  in  his  difquifition. 
Whether  the  Athenians  nvere  more  il- 
luftrious  for  their  military  atchie:ve- 
inents ,  or  their  progrefs  in  [deuce. 
When  the  feflival  drew  near,  an 
emulous  contention  arofe  among  the 
Choragi,  which  fome  times  proceed¬ 
ed  to  great  violence,  each  driving 
to  excel  his  competitors,  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  tripod,  which  was  the  prize 
gained  by  that  Choragus  to  whom 
the  viflory  fhould  be  adjudged.  His 
difburfements  did  not  finifli  with  his 
vidlory;  there  flill  remained  for  him 
the  charge  of  dedicating  the  tripod 
he  had  won,  and  probably  that  of 
eroding  a  little  edifice,  or  temple, 
on  which  to  place  it,  fuoh  as  is  de- 
feribed  in  the  prefent  chapter. 
Thus  Nicias  is  faid  to  have  creeled 
a  temple  whereon  t©  place  the  tri¬ 
pod  he  had  won.  Norlfiall  we  won¬ 
der  that  the  honour  of  gaining  a 
tripod  was  fo  anxioufly  and  earnefl- 
ly  contended  for,  fince,  thus  won 
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and  dedicated,  it  became  a  family  I  imagine,  as  the  printed  copies 
honour,  and  was  appealed  to  as  an  have  it,  but  Choragic  temples ;  for 
authentic  teftimony  of  the  merit  and  on  them,  he  fays,  Hand  tripods 
virtue  of  the  perfon  who  obtained  well  worth  feeing,  although  they 
it;  as  we  learn  from  Ifaus,  in  his  are  of  brafs.  Harpocration  meli¬ 
oration  concerning  the  inheritance  tions  a  treatife  written  by  Hello- 
of  Apollodorus,  where  he  thus  ad-  dorus,  defcribing  thefe  Choragic 
dreffes  his  judges:  f  What  office  tripods  of  Athens;  and  cites  it  to 
did  he  not  completely  fill  ?  What  prove  that  Onetor  had  been  a  Cho- 
iutn  was  he  not  the  firft  to  contri-  ranus.” 


bote?  In  what  part  of  his  duty  was 
he  deficient  ?  Being  Choragus,  he 
obtained  the  prize  with  the  chorus 
of  boys  which  he  gave  ;  and  yonder 
tripod  remains  a  monument  of  his 
liberality  on  that  occafiond  And 
again,  in  his  oration  concerning  the 
inheritance  of  Diogenes,  he  fays  : 
■*  Yet  our  anceftors,  O  judges !  who 
firft  acquired  this  eftate,  and  left  it 
to  their  defendants,  were  C’horagi 
m  all  the  Choragic  games  :  they 
contributed  liberally  to  the  expences 
of  the  war,  and  continually  had  the 
command  of  the  triremes  which  they 
equipped.  Of  thefe  noble  aids,  the 
consecrated  offerings  with  which 
they  were  able,  from  what  remain¬ 
ed  of  their  fortune,  to  decorate  the 
temples,  are  no  lefs  undeniable 
proofs,  than  they  are  lading  monu¬ 
ments  of  their  virtue;  for  they  de¬ 
dicated,  in  the  temple  of  Bacchus, 
the  tripods,  which,  being  Choragi, 
and  victorious,  they  bore  away  from 
their  competitors ;  thofe  alio  in  the 
Pytbium  and  in  the  Acropolis, 
dred— I  fhould,  however,  obferve, 
that  fometimes  the  public  defrayed 
the  expence  of  the  chorus,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  two  of  the  inferiptions  on 
this  monument.  There  is  a  paffage 
quoted  from  Paufanias,  in  our  fir’ll 
volume,  p.  30,  from  which  we  mull: 
conclude  that  thefe  monuments  were 
numerous.  Pie  there  tells  us  of  a 
piece  in  Athens  called  the  Tripods, 
fj  ah  temples  in  it ;  not  great  ones. 


In  the  5  th  chhpter  we  have  an 
account  of  the  Propylea.  The  ig¬ 
nominious  death  of  the  Kiflar  Aga, 
occafioned  difiurbances  which  ex- 
tended  to  Athens,  and  drove  Mr, 
Stuart  and  Mr.  Revett  from  that 
place  before  ,  they  had  completed 
what  they  intended  to  perform.  But 
in  the  year  1764,  the  Dilettanti 
Society  fent  Mefirs.  Revett,  Pars, 
aiid  Chandler,  to  vifit  fome  of  the 
mod  celebrated  antiquities  of  Afia 
Minor.  Thefe  gentlemen  in  their 
way  homewards  paffed  through  A- 
thens,  and  among  various  drawings 
they  made  of  different  objeifls,  they 
did  not  forget  the  Propylea;  and  it 
is  to  the  generofity  of  the  Dilet¬ 
tanti  Society  that  the  fecond  volume 
is*  indebted  for  the  Propylea.  This 
building,  according  to  Paufanias, 
was  fituated  at  the  only  entrance  of 
the  citadel.  It  was  covered  with 
roofs  of  white  marble,  furpafling  in 
magnificence  any  thing  he  had  leeri 
before.  On  the  right  of  the  Pro¬ 
pylea  was  a  temple  of  Victory  with¬ 
out  wings ;  on  the  left,  a  building 
adorned  with  paintings.  Thefe 
rhree  contiguous  edifices  originally 
formed  but  one  front.  Spon  and 
Wilder  miftopk  the  real  fituation  of 
the  temple  of  Vi£lory  without  wings, 
owing  to  the  alteration  the  Turks 
have  made  in  thePropylea,by  (hutting 
up  the  former  paffage,  and  opening 
another  entrance.  The  little  Ionic 
temple,  which  they  miilook  for  that 
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of  Victory,  feems  to  have  been  that 
of  Aglauros,  a  generous  virgin,  who 
devoted  herfelf  for  her  country. 

After  the  five  chapters  follows  an 
explanation  of  the  vignettes.  The 
tail-piece  at  the  end  of.  the  5  th 
chapter  exhibits  the  portrait  of  the 
illulirious  Pericles,  copied  from  a 
very  fine  antique  bull  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Townley. 


Travels  to  dificover  the  Source  of  the 
Nile,  in  the  years  1 768-69-70-71- 
72-73,  in  five  vo/s.  By  James 
Bruce,  e/Kinnaird,  Efiq.  F.  R.  S. 

f  |  '  HIS  long-expe£led  work  lias 
now  been  feme  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  its  fir  ft  appearance  with 
an  eagernefs  of  curiofity  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  nature  of  the  fubjedt. 
It  opens  with  a  loyal  dedication  to 
his  majefty,  and  with  a  long  intro¬ 
duction,  explanatory  of  the  motives 
upon  which  thefe  travels  were  un¬ 
dertaken,  the  order  and  manner  in 
which  they  were  executed,  and  of 
the  reafons  which  fo  long  withheld 
them  from  the  public  eye. 

The  principal  motive  Mr.  Bruce 
refers  to  the  unccnquerable  fpirit 
raifed  in  this  nation  (in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  majefty ’s  reign)  by  a 
long  and  glorious  war,  and  which 
he  obferves  very  naturally  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  fpirit  of  adventure  and 
inquiry  at  the  return  of  peace. 
How  largely  our  author  partook  of 
this  fpirit,  will  beft  appear  from  his 
own  words — “  The  difeoveryof  the 
fouree  of  the  Nile  was  alio  a  fubjedt 
of  tliefe  converfations  j  with  the  late 
lord  Hallifax'J  but  it  was  always 
mentioned  to  me  with  a  kind  of  dif¬ 
fidence,  as  if  to  be  expended  from  a 
pjo-tQ  experienced  traveller.  Whe- 
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ther  this  was  but  another  way  of 
exciting  me  to  the  attempt,  I  (hall 
not  fay  ;  but  my  heart  in  that;  in- 
ftant  did  me.  juftice  to  fuggeft,  that 
this  too  was  either  to  be  atchieved 
by  me,  or  to  remain,  as  it  had  done 
for  thefe  laft  tivo  .  thoufand  years,  a 
defiance  to  all  travellers,  and  an  op¬ 
probrium  to  geography,” 

Of  the  book  itfelf,  Mr.  Bruce  ob¬ 
ferves,  that  it  is  a  large  one,  and 
expenfive  by  the  number  of  en¬ 
gravings  ;  that  this  was  not  at  firil 
intended,  but  that  the  journey  had 
proved  a  long  one,  and  matter  had 
increafed  as  it  were  infenfibly  under 
his  hands ;  that  it  now  fills  a  great 
chafm  in  the  hiftory^  of  the  uni- 
verfe ;  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
refemble  the  generality  of  modern 
travels,  the  agreeable  and  rational 
amufement  of  one  vacant  day,  but 
calculated  to  employ  a  greater  fpace 
of  time.  He  adds  alio,  that  thofe 
who  are  the  beft  acquainted  with 
Diodorus,  Herodotus,  ■  and  other 
Greek  hiftorians,  will  find  fome  ve¬ 
ry  confiderable  difficulties  removed; 
and  that  fuch  as  are  unacquainted 
with  thofe  authors,  and  receive  from 
this  work  the  firft  information  of  the 
geography,  c’imate,  and  manners  of 
thefe  countries,  which  are  little  al¬ 
tered,  will  have  no  great  occafion  to 
regret  that  they  have  not  fearched 
for  information  in  more  ancient 
fources. 

The  order  and  matter  of  the 
work  is  thus  deferibed  by-  Mr. 
Bruce  :  / 

“  The  -work  begins  with  my 
voyage  from  Sidon  to  Alexandria, 
and  up  the  N ile  to  the  firft-  cataract. 
The  reader  will  not  expe^f  tfiat  I 
fhould  dwell  long  upon  the  particu¬ 
lar  hiftory  of  Egypt;  every  other 
year  has  fprnifhed  us  with  fame  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  good  or  bad;  and  the  two 
M  4.  ,  *  hit 
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lad  publications  of  M,  Savary  and 
Volney  feem  to  have  left  the  fub- 
jedbthreadbare — This  however  is  not 
the  only  reafon. 

“  After  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
Dawkins  had  publifhed  their  Ruins 
of  Palmyra,  the  late  king  of  Den¬ 
mark,  at  his  own  expence,  fent  out 
a  number  of  men,  eminent  in  their 
feveral  profeflions,  to  make  difco- 
veries  in  the  Ead,  of  every  kind, 
with  thefe  very  flattering  inftruc- 
tion$,  that  though  they  might  and 
ought  to  vifit  both  Baalbec  and 
Palmyra  for  their  own  dudies  and 
,  improvement,  yet  he  prohibited 
them  to  fo  far  interfere  with  what 
the  Englifh  travellers  had  done,  as 
to  form  any  plan  of  another  work 
fimilar  to  theirs..  This  compliment 
.  was  gratefully  received  ;  and  as  I 
was  diredtly  to  follow  this  million, 
Mr.  Wood  defired  me  to  return  it, 
and  to  abflain  as  much  as  pofiible 
from  writing  on  the  fame  fubje&s 
chofen  by  M.  Niebuhr,  at  lead  to 
abflain  either  from  criticifmg  or 
differing  from  him  on  fuch  fubje&s. 
I  have  therefore  palled  flight] y 
over  Egypt  and  Arabia  :  perhaps 
indeed  I  have  d  enough  of  both  ; 
ifjtmy  fliall  be  of  another  opinion, 
they  may  have  recourfe  to  M. 
Niebuhr’s  more  copious  work ;  he 
was  the  only  per  fon  of  fix  who  lived 
to  come  home,  the  red  having  died 
■  in  different  parts  of  Arabia,  with¬ 
out  having  been  able  to  enter  Abyf- 
fmia,  One  of  the  objects  of  their 
million , 

“  My  leaving  Egypt  is  followed 
by  my  furvey  of  the  Arabian  gulph 
as  far  as  the  Indian  ocean — arrival 
at  Mafuah  —  fome  account  of  the 
■fil'd  peopling  of  Atbara  and  Abyf- 

*  1  Kings,  chap.  x.  ver .22. 

«hap.  ix.  ver.  21, 


finia—  conjectures  concerning  lan¬ 
guage —  fird  ages  of  the  Indian 
trade — foundation  of  the  Abyffinian 
monarchy,  and  various  revolutions 
till  the  Jevviih  ufurpation,  about  the 
year  900.  Thefe  compofe  the  fird 
volume.” 

We  fhall  feledt  from  this  volume 
the  following  extradl,  in  which  the 
author  has  attempted,  and  we  think 
not  without  fuccefs,  to  ascertain  the 
iltuation  of  Ophir  and  Tarfhifh, 
rendered  famous  by  the  triennial 
voyages  made  thither  in  the  time 
of  king  David  and  Solomon. 

“  Many  doubts  have  arifen  about 
a  port  called  Ophir,  whence  the 
immenfe  quantities  of  gold  and  filver 
came,  which  were  neceflary  at  this 
time,  when  provifion  was  making 
for  building  the  temple  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  In  what  part  of  the  world 
this  Ophir  was,  has  not  been  yet 
agreed.  Connected  with  this  voy¬ 
age,  too,  was  one  to  Tarfhifh,  which 
differs  the  fame  difficulties  ;  one  and 
the  fame  fleet  performed  them  both 
in  the  fame  feafon. 

“  In  order  to  come  to  a  certainty 
where  this  Ophir  was,  it  will  be 
neceifary  to  examine  what  fcripture 
fays  of  it,  and  to  keep  precifely  to 
every  thing  like  defcription  which 
we  can  find  there,  without  indulg¬ 
ing  our  fancy  farther.  Fird,  thee, 
the  trade  to  Ophir  was  carried  on 
from  the  Elanitic  gulf  through  the 
Indian  ocean.  Secondly,  the  re¬ 
turns  were  gold,  filver,  and  ivory, 
but  efpecially  filver*.  Thirdly, 
the  time  of  the  going  and  coming  of 
the  fleet  was  precifely  three  years  f , 
at  no  period  more  nor  lefs. 

“  Now,  if  Solomon’s  fleet  failed 
from  the  Elanitic  gulf  to  the  Indian  . 

t  1  Kings,  chap.  x.  ver.  22.  2  Chron. 
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acean,  this  voyage  of  neceflity  muft 
have  been  made  by  monfoons,  for 
no  other  winds  reign  in  that  ocean. 
And,  what  certainly  fhews  this  was 
the  cafe,  is  the  precife  term  of  three 
years,  in  which  the  fleet  went  and 
came  between  Ophir  and  Ezion- 
gaber.  For  it  is  plain,  fo  as  t?o  fu- 
perfede  the  neceflity  of  proof  or 
argument,  that,  had  this  voyage 
been  made  with  variable  winds,  no 
limited  term  of  years  ever  could 
have  been  obferved  in  its  going  and 
returning.  The  fleet  might  have 
returned  from  Ophir  in  two  years, 
in  three,  four,  or  five  years  ;  but, 
with  variable  winds,  the  return  pre- 
cifely  in  three  years  was  not  pofiible, 
whatever  part  of  the  globe  Ophir 
might  be  fituated  in. 

“  Neither  Spain  nor  Peru  could 
be  Ophir ;  part  of  thefe  voyages 
mu  A  have  been  made  by  variable 
winds,  and  the  return  confequently 
uncertain.  The  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  could  not  be 
Ophir;  the  voyage  thither  is  indeed 
made  by  monfoons,  but  we  have 
fhewed  that  a  year  is  all  that  can  be 
fpent  in  a  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies ; 
befldes,  Ceylon  has  neither  gold  nor 
filver,  though  it  has  ivory.  St. 
Domingo  has  neither  gold,  nor  fil¬ 
ver,  nor  ivory.  When  the  Tyrians 
difcovered  Spain,  they  found  a  pro- 
fufion  of  filver  in  huge  mafles,  but 
this  they  brought  to  Tyre  by  the 
Mediterranean,  and  then  fent  it  to 
the  Red  Sea  over  land  to  anfwer  the 
returns  from  India.  Tarfhifh,  too, 
is  not  found  to  be  a  port  in  any  of 
thefe  voyages,  fo  that  part  of  the 
defcription  fails,  nor  were  there  ever 
elephants  bred  in  Spain. 

“  Thefe  mines  of  Ophir  were 

v*  Vid.  Voyage  of  Dos  Santos 
f  See  the  map  of  this  voyage. 
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probably  what  furniflied  the  Eaft 
with  gold  in  the  earlieft  times  ; 
great  traces  of  excavation  muft, 
therefore,  have  appeared ;  yet  in 
none  of  the  places  juft  mentioned 
are  there  great  remains  of  any  mines 
that  have  been  wrought.  The  an¬ 
cient  traces  of  filver  mines  in  Spain 
are  not  to  be  found,  and  there  ne¬ 
ver  were  any  of  gold.  John  Dos 
Santos  *,  a  Dominican  friar,  fays, 
that  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Sofala,  the  mainland 
oppofite  to  Madagaicar,  there  are 
mines  of  gold  and  filver,  than 
which  none  can  be  more  abundant, 
efpecially  in  filver.  They  bear  the 
traces  of  having  been  wrought 
from  the  earlielt  ages.  They  were 
a&ually  open  and  working  when 
the  Portuguefe  conquered  that  part 
of  the  peninfula,  and  were  proba¬ 
bly  given  up  fince  the  difcovery  of 
the  new  world,  rather  from  politi¬ 
cal  than  anv  other  reafons. 

j 

“  John  Dos  Santos  fays,  that  he 
landed  at  Sofala  in  the  year  1.586  ; 
that  he  failed  up  the  great  river 
Cuama  as  far  as  Tete,  where,  al¬ 
ways  defirous  to  be  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  gckl,  his  order  had 
placed  their  convent.  Thence  he 
penetrated  for  above  two  hundred 
leagues  into  the  country,  and  law 
the  gold  mines  then  working,  at  a 
mountain  called  Afura  f .  At  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  thele  are 
the  filver  mines  of  Chico ua ;  at  both 
places  there  is  a  great  appearance 
of  ancient  excavations;  and  at  both 
places  the  houfes  of  the  kings  are 
built  with  mud  and  ftraw,  wiiilft 
there  are  large  remains  of  mafly 
buildings  of  ft'otie  and  lime. 

**  It  is  a  tradition  which  gene- 

,  publifhed  by  Le  Grande. 
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sally  obtains  in  that  country,/  that 
thefe  works  belonged  to  the  queen 
of  Saba,  and  were  built  at  the  time, 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  the  trade  on 
the  Red  Sea :  this  tradition  is 
common  to  all  the  Cafrs  in  that 
country.  Eupolemus,  an  ancient 
author  quoted  by  Eufebius  *,  {peak¬ 
ing  of  David,  fays,  that  he  built 
fhips  at  Eloth,  a  city  in  Arabia, 
and  thence  fent  miners,  or,  as  lie 
calls  them,  *  metal-men,’  to  Oruhi, 
or  Ophir,  an  ifiand  in  the  Red  Sea. 
Now,  by  the  Red  Sea,  he  under- 
Sands  the  Indian  ocean  f;  and  by 
Orphi,  he  probably  meant  the  ifiand 
®f  Madagafcar  ;  or  Orphi,  (or 
Ophir)  might  have  been  the  name 
of  the  continent,  inilead  of  Sofala, 
that  is,  Sofala  where  the  mines  are 
might,  have  been  the  mainland  of 
Orphi. 

“  The  kings  of  the  ifles  are  often 
mentioned  in  this  voyage  ;  Socotra, 
Madagafcar,  the  Commorras,  and 
many  other  Imall  iflands  thereabout, 
are  probably  thofe  the  fcripture 
calls  the  IJles . .  All,  then,  at  laid 
reduces  itfelf  to  the  finding  a  place, 
cither  Sofala,  or  any  other  place 
adjoining  to  it,  which  avowedly  can 
furnifh  gold,  filver,  and  ivory  in' 
quantity,  has  large  tokens  of  an¬ 
cient  excavations,  and  is  at  the  fame 
time  under  fucli  reilridlions  from 
monfoons,  that  three  years  are  ab« 
folutely  neceffary  to  perform  the 
voyage,  that  it  needs  no  more,  and 
cannot  be  done  in  lefs,  and  this  is 
Ophir.” 

Mr.  Bruce  then  endeavours  to 
demonftrate,by  tracing  the  fuppofed 
track  of  the  Blips  from  Ebion-gaber 
&o  Sofala,  and  calculating  the  effects 
©f  the  roonfeons,  that  this  voyage 


thither  and  back  again  could  not 
be  performed  in  more  or  lefs  time 
than  three  years  exaflly,  and  con- 
feqUentiy  that  the  mines  of  Dos 
Santos  were  thofe  which  furnifhed 
Paieftine  with  gold  and  filver.1  This 
argument  he  has  further  confirmed 
by  another  drawn  from  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  the  names  of  feveral  places 
which  lie  in  the  courfe  of  the  voy¬ 
age. 

The  fecond  volume  takes  up  the 
Ahyffmian  hiflory  at  the  relloration 
of  the  line  of  Solomon.  This  hif- 
tory,  Mr.  Bruce  inform  us,  is  com¬ 
piled  from  their  own  annals,  now 
Brit  tranflated  from  the  Ethicpic  j 
the  original  of  which  has  been 
lodged  in  the  Britifh  Mpfeum,  to 
fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  the  public. 

•  In  the  hiilorieal  parts  of  this 
work,  which  occupies,  a  considera¬ 
ble  portion  of  the  firfl  and  the  whole 
of  the  fecond  volume,  we  apprehend 
the  reader  will  not  meet  either  with 
meful  inftrublion  or  entertainment 
proportionate  to  his  labour.  Indeed, 
when  we  confider  that  the  materials 
from  which  it  is  compiled  muff  have 
been  furnifhed  by  a  people  of  the 
moil  grofs  ignorance  and  difgulling 
barbarity,  a.  great  deal  will  not  be 
expended.  Of  the  religion,  cuffoms, 
and  manners  of  the  Abyffinians,  and 
of  the  charafters  of  feveral  of  the 
principal  perfons  who  were  living  at 
the  time  our  author  refided  in  the 
country,  a  very  accurate,  and,  we 
fuppofe*  faithful  account  is  given. 

The  following  relation  of  their 
meals,  taken  from  the  third  volume, 
we  conceive  our  readers  will  think 
fufficient  upon  the  fubjeft  of  Abyf- 
finian  manners. 

“  When  a  man  can  fay  that  he  is 


*  Apud.  Eufeb.  Proep.  Evang.  lib.  9. 

.  f  Dionyfii  Periegefii,  ver.  3^.  and  Comment.  Euftathii  in  eundem.  Strabo,, 
fib  16.  p.  765,  Agathemen  Geographia,  lib.  2.  cap.  11. 
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fafe  at  home,  and  the  fpear  and 
Jthield  is  hung  up  in.  the  hall,  a 
number  of  people  of  the  bed  fafhi- 
on  in  the  villages  of  both  fexes, 
courtiers  in  the  palace,  or  citizens 
in  the  town,  meet  together  to  dine 
between  twelve  and  one  o’clock. 

“  A  long  table  is  fet  in  the  middle 
of  a  large  room,  and  benches  be- 
fide  it  for  a  number  of  gueds  who 
are  invited.  Tables  and  benches 
the  Portuguefe  introduced  amongft 
them :  but  bull-hides  fpread  upon 
the  ground  ferved  them  before,  as 
they  do  in  the  camp  and  country 
now.  A  cow  or  bull,  one  or  more 
as  the  company  is  numerous,  is 
brought  clofe  to  the  door,  and  his 
feet  ftrongly  tied.  The  dewlap  is 
cut  only  fo  deep  as  to  arrive  at  the 
fat,  of  which  it  totally  confids;  and, 
by  the  feparation  of  a  few  fmall 
blood  veffeis,  fix  or  feven  drops  of 
blood  only  fall  upon  the  ground. 

“  Having  fatisked  the  Mofaical 
Law,  according  to  his  conception, 
by  pouring  thefe  fix  or  feven  drops 
upon  the  ground,  two  or  mere  of 
them  fall  to  work  on  the  back  of  the 
bead,  and  each  fide  of  the  fpine  they 
cut  fkin  deep;  then  putting  their 
fingers  between  the  flefo  and  the 
fkin,  they  begin  to  drip  the  hide  of 
the  animal  half  way  down  his  ribs, 
and  fo  on  to  the  buttock,  cutting 
the  fkin  wliere-ever  it  hinders  them 
commodioufly  to  drip  the  poor  ani¬ 
mal  bare.  All  the  flefh  on  the  but¬ 
tocks  is  cut  off  thus,  and  in  folid 
fquare  pieces,  without  bones  or 
much  effufion  of  blood;  and  the 
prodigious  noife  the  animal  makes 
is  a  fignal  for  the  company  to  fit 
down  to  table. 

“  There  are  then  laid  before  every 
gued,  indead  of  plates,  round  cakes, 
if  1  may  fo  cal!  them,  about  twice 
as  big  as  a  pancake,  and  fome thing 
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thicker  and  tougher.  It  is  unlea¬ 
vened  bread  of  a  fourifh  tade,  far 
from  being  dilagreeable,  and  very 
eafily  digeded,  made  of  a  grain 
called  teff.  It  is  of  diderent  co¬ 
lours,  from  black  to  the  colour  of 
the  whited  wheat  bread.  Three  or 
four  of  thefe  cakes  are  generally 
put  uppermod  for  the  food  of  the 
perfon  oppofite  to  whofe  feat  they 
are  placed.  Beneath  thefe  are  four 
or  five  of  ordinary  bread,  and  off  a 
blackifh  kind.  Thefe  ferve  the 
mader  to  wipe  his  fingers  upon, 
and  afterwards  the  fervant  for  bread 
to  his  dinner. 

T wo  or  three  fervants  then  come, 
each  with  a  fquare  piece  of  beef  on 
their  bare  hands,  laying  it  upon  the 
cakes  of  teff,  placed  like  difhes 
down  the  table,  without  cloth  or 
any  thing  elfe  beneath  them.  By 
this  time  all  the  gueds  have  knives 
in  their  hands,  and  the  men  have 
the  large  crooked  ones,  which  they 
put  to  all  forts  of  ufes  during  the 
times  of  war.  The  women  have 
fmall  clafp  knives,  fuch  as  the  word 
of  the  kind  made  at  Birmingham, 
fold  for  a  penny  each. 

“  The  company  are  fo  ranged,  that 
one  mail  fits  between  two  women ; 
the  man  with  his  long  knife  cuts  a 
thin  piece,  which  would  be  thought 
a  good  beef-dake  in  England,  while 
you  fee  the  motion  of  the  fibres  yet 
perfectly  didindt  and  alive  in  the 
flefti.  No  man  in  Abyffmia,  of  any 
fafhion  whatever,  feeds  himfelf,  or 
touches  his  own  meat.  The  wo¬ 
men  take  tlie  deak,  and  cut  it 
lengthways  like  drings,  about  the 
thicknefs  of  your  little  finger,  then 
crofsways  into  fquare  pieces  fome- 
thing  fmaller  than  dice.  This  they 
lay  upon  a  piece  of  tel F  bread, 
drongly  powdered  with  black  pep¬ 
per,  or  Cayenne  pepper,  and  foifile 

fait ; 
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fait ;  they  then  wrap  it  up  in  the 
teff  bread  like  a  cartridge. 

“  In  the  mean  time  the  man  hav¬ 
ing  put  up  his  knife,  with  each  hand 
refting  upon  his  neighbour’s  knee, 
Ms  body  hooping,  his  head  low  and 
forward,  and  mouth  open,  very  like 
an  ideot,  turns  to  the  one  whole 
cartridge  is  fir  ft  ready,  who  fluffs 
the  whole  of  it  into  his  mouth, 
which  is  fo  full  that  he  is  in  con- 
ftant  danger  of  being  choked.  This 
is  a  mark  of  grandeur.  The  greater 
the  man  would  feem  to  be,  the  lar¬ 
ger  piece  he  takes  in  his  mouth; 
and  the  more  noife  he  makes  in 
ch.wing  it  the  more  polite  he  is 
thought  to  be.  They  have  indeed 
a  proverb  that  fays,  “  Beggars  and 
thieves  only  eat  fmall  pieces,  or 
without  making  a  noil'e.”  Having 
difpatched  this  morfel,  which  he 
does  very  expeditioufiy,  his  next 
female  neighbour  holds  forth  ano¬ 
ther  cartridge,  which  goes  the  fame 
way,  and  fo  on  till  he  is  fatisfied. 
He  never  drinks  till  he  has  finifhed 
eating  ;  and  before  lie  begins,  in 
gratitude  to  the  fair  ones  that  fed 
him,  he  makes  up  two  fmall  rolls, 
of  the  fame  kind  and  form;  each  of 
his  neighbours  open  their  mouths  at 
the  fame  time,  while  with  each  hand 
he  puts  their  portion  into  their 
mouths.  He  then  falls  to  drinking 

o 

out  of  a  large  handfome  horn  ;  the 
ladies  eat  till  they  are  fatisfied,  and 
then  all  drink  together,  “  Vi-ve  la 
Joje  et  la  JeuneJJe  /”  A  great  deal 
of  mirth  and  joke  goes  round,  very 
feldom  with  any  mixture  of  acri¬ 
mony  or  ill-humour. 

“  All  this  time  the  unfortunate 
viclim  at  the  door  is  bleeding  in¬ 
deed,  but  bleedinp-  little.  As  Ion" 
as  they  can  cut  off  the  flefh  from 
Iiis  bones,  they  do  not  meddle  with 
the  thighs  or  the  parts  where  the 


great  arteries  are.  At  laft  they 
fall  upon  the  thighs  likewife ;  affd 
foon  after  the  animal  bleeding  to 
death,  becomes  fo  tough,  that  the 
canibals  who  have  the  reft  of  it  to 
eat,  find  very  hard  work  to  feparate 
the  flefh  from  the  bones  with  their 
teeth  like  dogs. 

“In  the  mean  time  thsffe  within 
are  very  much  elevated;  Love 
lights  all  its  fires,  and  every  thing 
is  permitted  with  abfolute  freedom. 
There  is  no  coynefs,  no  delays,  no 
need  of  appointments  or  retirement 
to  gratify  their  wiflies;  there  are 
no  rooms  but  one,  in  which  they 
facrifi’ce  both  to  Bacchus  and  to  Ve¬ 
nus.  The  two  men  neareft  the  va¬ 
cuum  a  pair  have  made,  by  leaving 
their  feats,  hold  their  upper  gar¬ 
ment  like  a  fcreen  before  the  two 
that  have  left  the  bench  ;  and,  if 
vve  may  judge  by  found,  tney  feem 
to  think  it  as  great  a  fhame  to 
make  love  in  filence  as  to  eat.  Re¬ 
placed  in  their  feats  again,  the 
company  drink  the  happy  couple’s 
health;  and  their  example  is  fol¬ 
lowed  at  different  ends  of  the  table, 
as  each  couple  is  difpofed.  All 
this  paffes  without  remark  or  fcan- 
dal ;  not  a  licentious  word  is  ut-. 
tered,  nor  the  moll  diftant  joke 
upon  the  tranfaclionW 

The  author,  aware  of  the  impro¬ 
bability  of  this  relation,  has  in  ano¬ 
ther  place,  after  giving  an  account 
ofthe  like  procefs  ufed  by  theAbyf- 
finian  foldiers  in  the  field,  with  this 
additional  circumftance,  that  after  a 


fmall  party  had  fatisfied  their  hunger, 
the  (kin  of  the  mangled  animal  was 


replaced  upon  the  wounded  part, 
and  the  beaft  was  then  driven  on 
before  them  to  furnifh  a  future 
meal,  has  added  the  following  apo¬ 
logy. 

“  When  fir  ft  I  mentioned  this  in 

-England, 


1 


•  A  CCOUNT 

England,  as  one  of  the  Angularities 
which  prevailed  in  this  barbarous 
country,  I  was  told  bv  my  friends 
it  was  not  believed.  I  a  feed  the 
reafon  of  tiii  difbelief,  and  was  an- 
fwered,  that  people  who  had  never 
been  out  of  their  own  country,  and 

4  * 

ethers  well  acquainted  with  the 
manher6  of,  the  world,  for  they  had 
travelled  as  far  as  France,  had  a- 
g reed  the  thing  was  impoffible,  and 
therefore  it  was  fo.  My  friends 
counfelled  me  further,  that  as  thefe 
men  were  infallible,  and  had  each 
the  leading  of  a  circle,  I  Ihould  by- 
all  means  obliterate  this  from  my 
journal,  and  not  attempt  to  incnl- . 
cate  in  the  minds  of  my  readers- the 
belief  of  a  thins*  that  men  who  had 

O 

travelled  pronounced  to  be  impof¬ 
fible.  They  fuggefted  to  me,  in  the 
mod  friendly  manner,  how  rudely  a 
veiy  learned  and  worthy  traveller 
had  been  treated,  for  daring  to 
maintain  that  he  had  eat  part  of  a 
lion,  a  ltorv  I  have  already  taken 
notice  of  in  my  Introduction.  They 
fold,  that  being  convinced  by  thele 
connoiffeurs  his  having  eaten  any 
part  of  a  lion  was  impcjf:bley  he  had 
abandoned  this  aflertion  altogether, 
and  after  only  mentioned  it  in  an 
appendix  ;  and  this  was  the  farthed 
I  could  podibly  venture. 

“  Far  from  being  a  convert  to  ■ 
fuch  prudential  reafons,  I  mud  for 
ever  profefs  openly,  that  I  think 
them  unworthy  of  me.  To  repre- 
fent  as  truth  a  thing  I  know  to 
be  a  falfehocd,  not  to  avow  a  truth 
which  I  know  I  ought  to  declare; 
the  one  is  fraud,  the  other  cowar¬ 
dice:  I  hope  I  am  equally  didant 
from  them  both;  and  I  pledge  my- 
ielf  never  to  retraCt  the  faCt  here 
advanced,  that  the  Abydinians  do 
feed  in  common  upon  liveflelh;  and 
that  I  myfelf  have,  for  feveral  years, 
been  partaker  of  that  difagreeable 
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and  beadly  diet :  .on  the  contrary,  I 
have  no  doubt,  when  time  fhall  be 
given  to  read  this  hidory  to  an 
end,  there  will  be  very  few,  if  they 
have  candour  enough  10  own  it, 
that  will  not  be  adiamed  of  ever 
having  doubted.” 

The  third  volume,  fays  the  au¬ 
thor,  comprehends  my  journey  from 
Mafuah  to  Gondar,  and  the  man¬ 
ners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Abydinians 
— alfo  two  attempts  to  arrive  at  the 
fountains  of  the  Nile — defeription  of 
thefe  fources,  and  of  every  thing  re¬ 
lating  to  that  river  and  its  inunda¬ 
tions. 

The  reader  may  not  be  difpleafed 
to  learn  the  date  of  hfr.  Bruce’s 
feelings  at  the  moment  he  was  ap¬ 
proaching  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
his  favourite  objeCt.  “  We  faw,”  he 
obferves, <<r  immediately  below  us  the 
Nile  itfelf,  ftrangely  diminidied  in 
fize,  and  now  only  a  brook  that  had 
fcarcely  water  to  turn  a  mill.  I 
could  not  fatiate  myfelf  with* the 
light,  revolving  in  rny  mind  all  thofe 
cladical  prophecies  that  had  given 
the  Nile  up  to  perpetual  obfeurity 
and  concealment.  The  lines  of 
the  poet  came  immediately  into  my 
mind,  and  I  enjoyed  here,  for  the 
drd  time,  the  triumph  which  already, 
by  the  protection  of  Providence 
and  my  own  intrepidity,  I  had 
gained  over  all  that  were'  powerful 
and  all  that  were  learned',  fmee  the 
remoteft  antiquity. 

Arcanum  natura  caput  non  predidit 
ulli, 

Nec  licuit  populis  parvum  te,  Niie, 
vider£, 

Amovitque  linus,  et  gentes  maluit  or- 
tus 

Mi  ran,  quam  node  tuos.” 

“V  XfUCAK. 

In  another  place — ■“  I  after  this 
came  to  the  iiland  of  green  turf, 
which  was  in  form  of  an  altar,  ap¬ 
parently 
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parently  the  work  of  art,  and  I 
Hood  in  rapture  over  the  principal 
fountain  which  rifes  in  the  middle 
of  it. 

<c  It  is  eafier  to  guefs  than  to  de- 
fcribe  the  fituation  of  my  mind  at 
that  moment — handing  in  that  fpot 
which  had  bafRed  the  genius,  in- 
duftr.y,  and  inquiry  of  both  ancients 
and  moderns,  for  the  courfe  of  near 
3000  years.  Kings  had  attempted 
this  difcovery  at  the  head  of  armies, 
and  each  expedition  was  diftin- ' 
guifhed  from  the  laf  ,  only,  by  the 
difference  of  the  numbers  which 
had  perifhed ;  and  agreed  alone  in 
the  difappointment  which  had  uni¬ 
formly  antr without  exception  fol¬ 
lowed  them  all.  Fame,  riches,  and 
honour,  had  been  held  out  for  a 
feric$  of  ages  to  every  individual  of 
tliofe  myriads  the  he  princes  com¬ 
manded,  without  having  produced 
one  man  capable  of  gratifying  the 
curiofity  of  his  fovereign,  wiping 
off  this  ftain  upon  the  enterprise 
and, abilities  of  mankind,  or  adding 
this  dehderatum  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  geography. 

“  Sefoilris,  one  of  the  earliefl 
and  greateii  conquerors  of  anti¬ 
quity,  is  mentioned,  amidft  all  his 
victories,  earneftly  to  have  defired 
to  penetrate  to.  the  head  of  the 
Nile,  as  a  glory  he  preferred  to  al- 
mofl  univerfal  monarchy : 

Venit  ad  occafum,  mundique  extrema 
Sefoftris, 

Et  pharios  currus  regum  cervicibus 
egit : 

Ante  tamen  veftros  amnes,  Rboda- 
numque  Padumque, 

Quam  Nilum  de  fonte  bibit.” 

Luc  AX. 

Whilft  Mr.  Bruce  was  congratu¬ 
lating  himfelf  in  this  ftrain  of  ex¬ 
ultation  upon  the  fuccefs  of  his  la- 
bottrs,  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  fuppofe 


that  he  knew,  nor  yet  fair  to  con¬ 
clude  him  ignorant,  that  his  difco¬ 
very  was  a  mere  nullity,  and  his 
triumph  over  the  antients  an  empty 
boaft.  Not  to  enter  into  his  dif- 
pute  with  the  jefuits,  it  is  evident 
that  the  ilream  whofe  fource  he  dif- 
covered,  is  but  one  of  the  innume¬ 
rable  rivulets  which  form  the  lake 
of  Dambeca  or  Tzana,  and  that  .this 
lake  may  perhaps,  with  more  pro¬ 
priety,  be  called  the  head  oi  the  Nile. 
But  be  this  as  it  may,  Mr.  D’Anville 
has  clearly  fhewn,  that  the  Nile, 
whofe  fource  the  ancients  fought 
for,  was  a  different  river,  or  at  leall  a 
fouthern  branch  ofthe  EgyptianNile. 
Befides,  the  moil  judicious  critics 
are  of  opinion,  that  when  the  an¬ 
cients  fpeak  of  the  hidden  fources 
of  the  Nile,  they  generally  fpeak 
metaphorically  and  mean  the  caufes 
of  its  inundation.  Nor  yet  were 
thefe  unknown  to  them,  as  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  account  which  Hero¬ 
dotus  gives  of  information  he  re¬ 
ceived  in  Egypt,  and  which  agrees 
in  almoit  every  particular  with  that 
given  by  oar  author.  Indeed  Mr.: 
Bruce  himfelf  acknowledges,  that 
his  theory  is  the  lame  with  that  of 
Democritus  of  Abdera,  recited 
amcngit  feveral  others  by  Diodorus 
Siculus.  The  following  ex  trad; 
contains  the  fubflance  of  the  areu- 

*  O 

ment  by  which  he  fupports  his  opi¬ 
nion. 

“  Modern  travellers  have  found 
that  the  plentiful  fall  of  the  tropical 
rains,  produced  every  year  at  the 
fame  time,  by  the  adion  of  a  violent 
fun,  has  been  uniformly,  without  mi¬ 
racle,  the  caufe  of  Egypt  being  re¬ 
gularly  overflowed* 

The  fun  being  nearly  ftationary 
for  feme  days  in  the  tropic  of  Cat 
pricorn,  the  air  there  becomes  fo 
much  rarified,  that  thq  heavier 

windfr. 
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winds,  charged  with  watery  par¬ 
ticles,  rufh  in  upon  it  from  the  At¬ 
lantic  on  die  weft,  and  from  the  In¬ 
dian  Ocean  on  the  eaft.  The  louth 
wind,  moreover,  loaded  with  heavy 
vapour,  condenfed  in  that  high  ridge 
of  mountains  not  far  fouth  of  the 
Line,  which  forms  a  fpine  to  the 
peninfula  of  Africa,  and,  running 
northward  with  the  other  two,  fur- 
nifti  wherewithal  to  reftore  the  equi¬ 
librium. 

“  The  fun,  having;  thus  gathered 
iuch  a  quantity  of  vapours  as  it  were 
to  a  focus,  now  puts  them  in  mo¬ 
tion,  and  draws  them  after  it  in  its 
rapid  prog  refs  northward.  Advan¬ 
cing  to  the  Line,  the  fun  brings  on 
a.  few  drops  of  rain  at  Gondar  the 
i ft  of  March,  being  then  diftant  50 
from  the  zenith ;  tnefe  are  greedily 
abforbed  by  the  thirfty  foil ;  and 
-this  feems  to  be  the  fartheft  extent 
of  the  fun’s  influence,  capable  of 
cauflng  rain,  which  then  only  falls 
in  large  arons,  and  lafts  but  a  few 
minutes.:  the  rainy  feafon,  however, 
begins  moft  ferioufty  upon  its  arri¬ 
val  at  the  zenith  of  every  place,  and 
t.hefe  rains  continue  conftant  and  in- 
crealing  after  he  has  palled  it,  in  his 
progrels  northward.  In  April,  all 
the  rivers  in  Amhara,  Begemder, 
and  La  ft  a,  ftrft  difcoloured,  and  then 
beginning  to  fwell,  join  the  Nile  in 
the  feveral  parts  of  its  courfe  near- 
eft  them.  Ih  the  beginning  of  May, 
hundreds  of  ftreams  pour  themfelve.s 
from  Gojam,  Damot,  Maitflia,  and 
Dembea,  into  the  lake  Tzana,  which 
had  become  low  by  intenle  evapo-. 
ration,  but  now  begins  to  fill  infen- 
iibly,_ahd  contributes  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  to  the  Nile,  before  it 
falls  down  the  catarad  of  Alata.  In 
■the  beginning  of  June,  the  fun  hav¬ 
ing  now  palled  all  Abyftinia,  the 
rivers  there  are  all  full,  and  then  is 


the  time  of  the  greateft  rains  is 
Abyftinia,  while  it  is  for  fome  days,, 
as  it  were,  llationary  in  the  tropic  of 
Cancer. 

“  Tliefe  rains  are  collected  by  the 
four  great  rivers  in  Abyftinia;  the 
Mareb,  the  Bowiha,  Tacazze,  and 
the  Nile.  All.thefe  principal,  and 
their  tributary  ftreams,  would,  how¬ 
ever,  be  abforbed,  nor  be  able  to 
pals  the  burning  deferts,  or  find, 
their  way  into  Egypt,  were  it  not 
for  the  White  River,  which,  riiirnr 
m  a  country  of  almoft  perpetual 
rain,  joins  to  it  a  never- failing 
ftream,  equal  to  the  Nile  itfelf. 

“  In  the  firli  days  of  May,  the 
fun,  in  Ms  way  to  the  northern  tro¬ 
pic,  is  vertical  over  the  frpall  village 
of  Gerri,  the  limit  of  the  tropical 
rains.  Not  all  the  influence  of  the 
fun,  which  has  already  paft  its  ze¬ 
nith,  and  for  many  days  has  been  as 
it  were  ftaticnary  within  a  few  de¬ 
grees  of  it  over  Syene,  in  the  tropic 
of  Cancer,  can  bring  them  one  inch 
farther  to  the  northward.  Yet  all 
the  time  that  it  is  in  the  tropic  of 
Cancer  at  its  greateft  diftance,  thefe 
rains  are  then  at  their  heavieft- 
throughout  all  Abyftinia;  and  E- 
gypt,  and-  all  its  labours,  would  foo.a 
be  fwept  into  the  Mediterranean* 
did  not  the  fun  now  begin  to  change 
its  Iphere  of  aflion,  by  liaftening  its 
prozrefs  fouthward. 

44  From  Syene  the  fun  panes  o-ver 
the  defert,  and  arrives  at  Gerri; 
here  lie  reverfes  the  effects  his  in¬ 
fluence  had  when  on  his  paffage 
northward;  for  whereas,  in  hi* 
whole  courfe  of  declination  north¬ 
ward,  from  the  Line  to  Gerri,  he 
brought  on  the  rains  at  every  place 
where  he  became  vertical,  fo  now 
he  cuts  off  thofe  rains  the  inftant  he 
returns  to  the  zenith  of  each  of 
thofe  places,  palling  over  Abyftinia 

,  in 
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in  his  journey  fouthward,  till  arrived 
at  the  Line,  in  the  autumnal  equi¬ 
nox,  his  influence  ceales  on  the  fide 
of  Abyflinia,  and  goes  to  extend  it- 
felf  to  the  fouthern  hemifphere. 
And  fo  precifely  is  this  flupendous 
operation  calculated,  that,  on  the 
25th  of  September,  only  three  days 
after  the  equinox,  the  Nile  is  gene¬ 
rally  found  at  Cairo  to  be  at  its 
higheftj  and  begins  to  diminifh  every 
•day  after, 

“  There  are  three  remarkable 
appearances  attending  the  inunda¬ 
tion  of  the  Nilei  every  morning  in 
Abyflinia  is  clear,  and  the  fun 
fhineS.  About  nine,  a  fsiall  cloud, 
net  above  four  feet  broad,  appears 
in  the  eaft,  whirling  violently  round 
as  if  upon  an  axis,  but,  arrived  near 
the  zenith,  it  fir  It  abates  its  motion, 
then  lofes  its  form,  and  extends  it- 
felf  greatly,  and  feems  to  call  up  va¬ 
pours  from  all  oppoflte  quarters. 
Thefe  clouds  having  attained  near¬ 
ly  the  fame  height,  rufh  againft  each 
Other  with  great  violence,  and  put 
me  always  in  mind  of  Eiifha  fore¬ 
telling  rain  on  Mount  Carmel  *% 

■  v)  #  ^  m 

The  air,  impelled  before  the  heavieft 
Itlafs,  or  fvvifteft  mover,  makes  an 
imp  re  fli  on  of  its  own  form  in  the 
collection  of  clouds  oppoflte,  and  the 
moment  it  has  taken  poflef^on  of 
the  fpace  made  to  receive  it,  the 
mo  ft  violent  thunder  poflible  to  be 
conceived  inftantly  follows,  with 
rain :  after  fome  hours,  the  Iky  again 
clears,  with  a  wind  at  north,  and  it 
is  always  difapreeably  cold  when  the 

*  O  J 

thermometer  is  below  63°, 

et  The  fecond  thing  remarkable 
is  the  variation  of  the  thermometer; 
when  the  fun  is  in  the  fouthern  tro¬ 
pic,  36°  diftant  from  the  zenith  of 
poridar,  it  is  feldom  lower  than 

*  1  Kings,  chap* 
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jz° ;  but  it  falls  to  6o°  and  59* 
when  the  fun  is  immediately  verti¬ 
cal;  fo  happily  does  the  approach 
of  rain  compenfate  the  heat  of  the 
too-fcorching  fun. 

“  The  third  is,  that  remarkable 
flop  in  the  extent  of  the  rains  north¬ 
ward,  when  the  fun,  that  has  con¬ 
duced  the  vapours  from  the  Line, 
and  fhould  feem,  now  more  than 
ever,  to  be  in  pofleflion  of  them,  is 
here  over-ruled  fuddenly,  till,  on  its 
return  to  the  zenith  of  Gerri,  again 
it  relumes  the  abfolute  command 
over  the  rain,  and  re-conduCts  it  to 
the  Line  to  furnifh  diftant  deluges 
to  the  fouthward.” 

The  fourth  volume  contains  his 
return 'from.  the  fource  of  the  Nile 
to  Gondar — the  campaign  of  Ser- 
hraxos,  and  revolution  that  follow¬ 
ed — his  return  through  Sennaar  and 
Bela,  or  the  Nubian  Defert,  and  his 
arrival  at  Marfeilles.  We  fhall 
make  but  one  fhort  extract  from  this- 
volume ;  it  is  an  account  of  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  fo  finely  deferibed  by  one 
of  our  poets  : 

So  where  our  wide  Numidian  waltes 
extend, 

Sudden  th’  impetuous  hurricanes  d®- 
feend, 

Wheel  thro’  the  air,  in  circling  eddies 

Play> 

Tear  up  whole  plains  and  fweep  whole, 
fands  away. 

Thehelplefs  traveller,  with  wild  fur- 
prife, 

Sees  the  wide  defert  all  around  him 
rife, 

And,  fmotber’d  in  the  dufty  w  hirl¬ 
wind,  dies. 

“  On  the  14th,  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  we  left  Aflfa  Nagga,  our 
courfe  being  due  north.  At  one 
o’clock  we  alighted  among  fom© 
acacia-trees  at  Waadi  el  Halboub, 

xvi ii.  ver,  43  a 

having 
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having  gone  twenty- one  miles.  We 
were  here  at  once  furprifed  and  ter¬ 
rified  by  a  fight  furely  one  of  the 
mod  magnificent  in  the  world.  In 
that  vaft  expanfe  of  defert,  from  W. 
and  to  N.  W.  of  us,  we  favv  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prodigious  pillars  of  fand  at 
different  diftances,  at  times  moving 
with  great  celerity,  at  others  talk¬ 
ing  on  with  a  majeltic  flowmefs :  at 
intervals  we  thought  they  were  com¬ 
ing  in  a  very  few  minutes  to  over¬ 
whelm  us;  and  finall  quantities  of 
fand  did  actually  more  than  once 
reach  us.  Again  they  would  retreat 
fo  as  to  be  almofi  out  of  fight,  their 
tops  reaching  to  the  very  clouds. 
There  the  tops  often  feparated  from 
the  bodies ;  and  thefe,  once  disjoin¬ 
ed,  difperfed  in  the  air,  and  did  not 
appear  more.  Sometimes  they  were 
broken  near  the  middle,  as  if  liruck 
with  a  large  cannon- fhot.  About 
noon  they  began  to  advance  with' 
ccnfiderable  fwiftnefs  upon  us,  the 
wind  being  very  firong  at  north. 
Eleven  of  them  ranged  alongfide  of 
Ais  about  the  diftance  of  three  miles. 
The  greatefl  diameter  of  the  large  It 
appeared  to  me  at  that  diftance  as  if 
it  would  meafure  ten  feet.  They 
retired  from  us  with  a  wind  at  S.  E. 
leaving  an  imprefiion  upon  my  mind 
to  which  I  can  give  no  name,  though 
furely  one  ingredient  in  it  was  fear, 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  won¬ 
der  and  aftonifhment.  It  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  flying;  the  fwifteft  horfe, 
or  fafteft  failing  lhip,  could  be  of 
no  ufe  to  carry  us  out  of  this  dan¬ 
ger,  and  the  full  perfuafion  of  this 
rivetted  me  as  if  to  the  fpot  where 
I  flood,  and  let  the  camels  gain  on 
me  fo  much  in  my  ftate  of  lamenefs, 
that  it  was  with  foine  difficulty  I 
could  overtake  them.” 

Mr.  Bruce  has  added  a  fifth  vo¬ 
lume,  in  the  form  of  an  appendix, 
Vgl.  XXXII. 


with  a  view  of  preferving  the  fub- 
je&  of  natural  hiflory  diftinct  from 
the  other  objects  of  his  travels.  He 
was  apprehenfive  that  by  prefentin^- 
the  two  fubjects  prom ifcuou fly,  he 
might  incommode  and  difguft  both 
fpecies  of  readers. 

The  firfi  portion  of  this  part  of 
the  work  treats  of  trees,  ffirubs,  or 
plants  ;  and  in  the  lelecting  of  them, 
our  author  obferves,  that  he  has 
preferred  thofe  which,  having  once 
been  confidered  as  fubjects  of  con- 
fequence  by  the  ancients,  and  treat¬ 
ed  largely  of  by  them,  are  now 
come,  from  want  of  the  advantage 
of  drawing,  lapfe  of  time,  change  of 
climate,  alteration  of  manners,  or 
accident  befallen  the  inhabitants  of 
a  country,  to  be  of  doubtful  exift- 
ence  and  uncertain  defeription. 

After  having  bellowed  his  firfl 
confideration  upon  thofe  that  make 
a  principal  figure  in  ancient  hiflory, 
which  are  either  not  at  all  or  im¬ 
perfectly  known  now,  his  next  at¬ 
tention  has  been  given  to  thofe 
which  have  their  ufes  in  manufac¬ 
tures,  medicine,  or  are  ufed  as  foci 
in  the  countries  he  is  deferibing. 
The  next  iubject  treated  of  are  the 
plants,  or  the  varieties  of  plants  un¬ 
known,  whether  in  genus  or  fpe- 
cies. 

Amongft  thefe  he  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  a  plant  called  by 
the  Abyffinrans  Woozinoos. 

J  o 

“  .1  his  fhrub  is  a  production  of 
the  greatefl  part  of  Abyffinia,  efpe- 
cially  the  fides  of  the’  valleys  in  the 
low  country,  or  Kolia.  It  is  indeed 
on  the  north  fide  of  Debra  Tzai, 
where  you  firft  defeend  into  the 
Jvolla.  This  drawing  was  made  at 
Hor-Cacamoot,  in  Ras  el  Feel, 
where  the  Wooginoos  grows  a- 
bundantly,  and  where  dyfentefies 
reign  continually.  Heaven  having 
N  '  put 
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put  the  antidote  In  the  fame  place 
where  grows  the  poifon. 

<f  Some  weeks  before  I  left  Gon- 
dar  I  had  been  very  much  torment¬ 
ed  with  this  difeafe,  and  I  had  tried 
both  ways  of  treating  it,  the  one  by 
hot  medicines  and  affringents,  the 
other  by  the  contrary  method  of 
diluting.  Small  dofes  of  ipecacu¬ 
anha  under  the  bark  had  for  feveral 
times  procured  me  temporary  re¬ 
lief,  but  relap fes  always  fallowed,. 
My  firength  began  to  fail,  ancj, 
after  a  fevere  return  of  this  dileafe, 

I  had,  at  my  ominous  uianfion,  Hor- 
cacamoot,  the  valley  of  the  ihadow 
of  death,  a  very  unpromiling  pro- 
fpeft,  for  I  was  now  going  to  p.afs 
through  the  kingdom  of  Sennaar  in 
the  time  of  year  when  that  difeafe 
mod  rages. 

t£  Sheba,  chief  of  the  Shangalla, 
called  Genjar,  on  the  frontiers  of 
Kuara,  had  at  this  time  a  kind  of 
embaffy  or  mefiage  to  Ras  cl  heel. 
He  wanted  to  burn  fome  villages  in 
Atbara  belonging  to  the  Arabs 
Jeheina,  and  wifhed  Yaline  might 
not  proteR  them  :  they  often  came 
and  fat  with  me,  ana  one.  of  them 
hearing  of  my  complaint,  and  the 
apprehenlions  I  annexed  to  it,  feem- 
ed  to  make  very  light  of  both,  and 
the  reafon  was,  he  found  at  the  very 
door  this  Ihrub,  the  ftrong  and  lig¬ 
neous  root  of  which,  pearly  as 
thick  as  a  pa.liup,  was  covered 
with  a  clean,  clear,  wrinkled  bark, 
of  a  light-brown  colour,  and  which 
peeled  eafily  oft  the  root.  The 
bark  was  without  fibres  to  the  very 
end,  where  it  fplit  like  a  fork  into 
two  thin  divisions.  After  having 
cleared  the  iniide  of  it  of  a  whitilh 
membrane,  he  laid  it  to  dry  in  the 
fun,  and  then  would  have  bruif  d 
it  between  two  hones,  had  we  not 
jhewn  him  the  caller  and  more  ,ex- 
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peditious  way  of  powdering  it  in  a 
mortar. 

“  The  firff  dofe  I  took  was  about 
a  heaped  tea-fpoonful  in  a  cup  of 
camel’s  milk;  I  took  two  of  thefe 
in  a  day,  and  then  in  the  morning  a 
tea-cup  of  the  infufton  in  camel’s 
milk  warm.  It  was  attended  the 
frit  day  with  a  violent  drought, 
but  I  was  prohibited  from  drinking 
either  water  or  bouza.  I  made 
privately  a  drink  of  my  own ;  I 
took  a  little  boiled  water  which 
had  hood  to  cool,  and  in  it  a  fmall 
quantity  of  fpirits.  I  after  ufed 
fome  ripe  tamarinds  in  water,  which 
I  thought  did  me  harm.  I  cannot 
fay  I  found  any  alteration  for  the 
firff  day,  unlefs  a  kind  of  hope  that 
I  was  growing  better,  but  the  fe,- 
cond  day  I  found  myfelf  fenfibly 
recovered.  I  left  off  laudanum  and 
ipecacuanha,  and  refolved  to  truff 
only*  to  my  medicine.  In  looking 
at  my  journal,  I  think  it  was  the 
6th  or  7th  day  that  1  pronounced 
myfelf  well,  and,  though  I  had  re¬ 
turns  afterwards,  I  never  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  neceffity  of  taking  one 
drop  of  laudanum,  although  before 
I  had  been  very  free  with  it.  I  did 
not  perceive  it  occafioned  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  evacuation,  nor  any  re¬ 
markable  fymptom  but  that  con¬ 
tinued  thirff,  which  abated  after  it 
had  been  taken  fome  time. 

“  In  the  courfe  of  my  journey 
through  Sennaar,  I  faw  that  all  the 
inhabitants  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  virtues  of  this  plant.  I 
had  prepared  a  quantity  pounded 
into  powder,  and  ufed  it  fuccefs- 
fully  everywhere.  I  thought  that 
the  mixing  of  a  third  of  bark  with 
it  produced  the  effedt  more  fpeedi- 
-ly,  and,  as  we  had  now  little  op.- 
portunity  of  getting  milk,  we  made 
an  infuiion  .in  water.  I  tried  a 

fpirituon^ 
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fpirituous  tindlure,  which  I  do  be¬ 
lieve  would  fucceed  well,  I  made 
fome  for  myfelf  and  fervants,  a 
fpoonful  of  which  we  ufed  to  take 
when  we  found  fymptoms  of  our 
difeafe  returning,  or  when  it  was 
raging  in  the  place  in  which  we 
chanced  to  refide.  It  is  a  plain, 
limple  bitter,  without  any  aromatic 
or  refmous  tafte.  It  leaves  in  your 
throat,  and  palate  fomething  of 
roughnefs  refembling  ipecacuanha. 

“  This  fhrub  was  not  before 
known  to  botanills.  I  brought  the 
feeds  to  Europe,  and  it  has  grown 
in  every  garden,  but  has  produced 
only  flowers,  and  never  came  to 
fruit.  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Prefident 
of  the  Royal  Society,  employed 
Mr.  Millar  to  make  a  large  draw¬ 
ing  from  this  fhrub  as  it  had  grown 
at  Kew.  The  drawing  was  as  ele¬ 
gant  as  could  be  wilhed,  and  did 
the  original  great  juftice.  To  this 
piece  of  politenefs  Sir  Jofeph  added 
another,  of  calling  it  after  its  dif- 
coverer’s  name,  Brucea  Antidyfen- 
terica  :  the  prefent  figure  is  from  a 
drawing  of  my  own  on  the  fpot  at 
Ras  el  Feel. 

*«  The  leaf  is  oblong  and  point¬ 
ed,  fmooth,  and  without  collateral 
yibs  that  are  vifible.  The  right 
fide  of  the  leaf  is  a  deep  green,  the 
reverfe  very  little  lighter.  The 
leaves  are  placed  two  and  two  upon 
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the  branch,  with  a  Angle  one  at  the 
end.  The  flowers  come  chiefly 
from  the  point  of  the  ftalk  from 
each  fide  of  a  long  branch.  The 
cup  is  a  perianthium  divided  into 
four  fegments.  The  flower  has 
four  petals,  with  a  ftrong  rib  down 
the  center  of  each.  In  place  of  a 
pillil  there  is  a  fmall  cup,  round 
which,  between  the  fegments  of 
the  perianthium  and  the  petala  of 
the  flower,  four  feeble  ftamina 
arife,  with  a  large  ftigma  of  a  crim- 
fon  colour,  of  the  fliape  of  a  coffee- 
bean,  and  divided  in  the  middle.” 

The  hiftory  of  birds  and  beafts 
occupies  the  next  place;  and  the 
rule  which  is  followed  here,  is  to 
give  the  preference  to  fuch  of  each 
kind  as  are  mentioned  in  fcripture, 
and  concerning  which  doubts  have 
arifen.  As  for  the  fiihes  and  other 
marine  produ&ions  of  the  Red  Sea, 
Mr.  Bruce  obferves,  that  his  induf- 
try  has  been  too  great  for  his  cir- 
cumftances,  and  that  he  has  by  him 
above  300  articles  from  the  Arabian 
gulph  alone,  all  of  equal  merit  with 
thofe  fpecimens  which  he  has  laid 
before  the  public.  He  adds,  that  his 
moderate  fortune,  already  impaired 
by  the  expence  of  the  journey,  will 
not,  without  doing  injuftice  to  his 
family,  bear  the  additional  one  of 
publifliing  the  numerous  articles  lie 
js  in  pofleflion  of. 
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CHAP.  I. 

RetrofpeChve  view  of  the  affairs  of  France  towards  the-  clofe  of  the  year  I J  8^» 
State  of  Paris.  Sudden  and  frequent  revolutions  in  the  government  and 
confitution  of  that  metropolis.  Body  of  electors  appointed  for  the  prefent, 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  former  regal  and  municipal  authorities .  Laudable 
conduCt  of  the  electors,  and  great  benefits  derived  from  it,  in  prefervlng 
fome  degree  of  order  and  peace  in  that  city.  Incidents  which  led  to  their 
being  expofed  to  imminent  danger,  through  the  caprice  and  the  fufpicious 
difpofftion  of  the  people.  Seemingly  apprehenfive  of  this  change  of  temper , 
they  had  the  fortune  previonfiy  to  fecure  a  retreat,  by  inducing  the  people  to 
elect  120  deputies,  who  were  to  be  their  temporary  fucceffors.  I'he  divi - 
Jion  of  Paris  into  Jtxty  difirids,  for  the  better  conducting  of  the  late  elec¬ 
tions  for  deputies  to  the  fates,  productive  of  many  confequences  favourable 
to  the  revolution,  as  well  as  to  the  efiablijhment  of  form  a?id  order.  In 
each  of  thefe  difir  ids  general  affemblies  were  held,  vJhofi  reflations  carried 
the  eff£l  of  laws ,  and  the  mofi  fiver  eign  aCls  of  authority  for  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  difirid ,  were  difpenfid  by  its  own  adminifi ration.  Thus,  P aris 
was  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  confederacy,  compofed  of  fixty  independent 
democratical  republics,  than  as  one  commonwealth .  A  few  demagogues 

affume  the  lead  in  all  thefe  difir  iCts,  and  being  fupported  by  the  love er.  orders, 
fion  oblige  people  of  character  to  abfent  themf elves  from  thefe  affemblies. 
Infiances  of  the  noifi,  difirder,  and  tumult,  which  prevailed  at  ■ thefe  meet¬ 
ings.  .  New  republican  clubs ,  who  have  their  appendant  fitieties  in  every 
town  of  France,  fion  become  rulers  of  the  mobs  and  demagogues  of  Paris, 
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and  at  the  fame  time  dictators  to  the  national  affembly .  Inflames  from  a 
writer  of  credit ,  that  falfehocds  and  forgeries  were  the  great  and  confl ant 
refources  of  the  cabals  in  Paris.  P  arjians  noted  for  credulity ,  and  at  the 
fame  time  for  the  extreme  flflpicioufnefs  of  their  nature.  Similar  inflances 
of  credulity  in  the  provinces.  I  he  excejfve  liberty  and  unbounded  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  prefs ,  a  powerful  inflrument  of  the  revolution.  The  literati 
of  Paris  eflimatsd  at  20,000,  and  thefe  di  dated  to  the  refl  of  the  nation . 
LJnaccoujitable  and  indefenflble  fupinenefs  of  the  miniflers,  with  refped  to 
the  prefs .  Strange  and  fatal  blindnefs  of  the  two  firfl  orders  of  the  ft  ate. 
Famine ,  as  a  caufe  of  general  difcontent ,  another  powerful  inflrument  of  the 
revolution.  Real  or  imputed  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.  Nationat 
affembly  ferioufly  alarmed  at  the  conflagrations  and  maffacres  which  were 
fpreading  deflation  and  ruin  through  many  parts  of  the  kingdom ,  the  nobi¬ 
lity  being  hunted  down  like  wild  bcafls  in  fever al  of  the  provinces.  This 


imprcflion  of  terror ,  produces  the  extraordinary  events  of  the  \th  of  Auguji. 
The  vifcount  Ncailles ,  and  the  duke  d’  Aiguillon,  make  fpeeches  in  the  af¬ 
fembly  ,  in  which  they  propofe  fubflantial  redrefs  and  relief  to  the  peafantry, 
by  relinquijhing  and  abolijhing  thofe  parts  of  the  feudal  rights  and  duties , 
which  lay  the  heaviefl  on,  or  were  the  mofl  complained  of  by,  that  order  of 
men.  A  flldden  fit  of  entlnfliafm  fpreads  at  once  through  the  two  firfl 
orders,  and  the  only  conteft  after  feemed  to  be,  who  Jhoidd  J'acrifice  the  mofl , 
and  who  Jhould  be  the  firfl  to  offer ;  while  the  commons  fieemed  lofi  in 
ajionifment  and  applaufie.  It  was  in  an  infant  decreed,  that  all  impofls 
fbculd  be  equally  and  equitably  laid  on  ;  that  all  the  feudal  fervices  Jhould 
be  redeemable  at  an  equitable  price  ;  and  that  perfonal  fiervitude  Jhould  be 
abclijhed  for  ever ,  without  any  purchafe.  Thefe  are  follovced  by  a  facri- 
fi.ce  of  •the  exclufive  rights  of  the  chace,  of  fijhing,  of  warren ,  and  of 
dove-cotes.  The  parijh  priefls  make  an  offering  of  all  their  parochial 
perquifetes,  and  the  beneficiaries  bind  themfielves  never  to  hold  a  plurality « 
Various  other  refolutions  paffed  on  the  fame  flight ,  each  of  which  was  f  rom 
that  moment  confidered  as  an  irrevocable  decree,  and  afterwards  made  thp 
foundation  of  ci  formal  lave.  AJJ'embly  decree  a  medal  to  be  firuck,  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  acts  of  ihis.  glorious  night.  They  like  wifi  confer  on  the  king 
the  title  of  Rejiorer  of  the  Liberties  of  *  France.  Solemn  Te  Deum  cele- 
brated,  at  which  the  king  and  the  national  affembly  ajfifl.  Aflonijhment 
and  difmay  of  the  clergy,  after  the  great  facrifices  which  they  had  volun¬ 
tarily  made >  upon  a  motion  for  the  fequeftration  of  their  tithes .  Debates 
renewed'  with  great  violence  on  the  folicvoing  day.  Caufe  of  the  clergy 
eloquently  and  ably  defended  by  the  Abbe  Sieyes.  In  general  they  fiand 
firmly  in  fupport  of  their  rights.  Debate,  after  much  tumult,  adjourned^ 
late  at  night ,  Means  ujed  during  the  remainder  of  the  night ,  and  the  morn¬ 
ing,  to  bring  over  'the  heads  of  the  clergy  to  a  confent.  Archbijhop  of 
Paris,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  fx-renders  all  the  tithes  of  the  church 
into  the  hands  of  the  nation.  His  fort  fpeech  on  that  occajion.  The  old 
provincial  names,  diflindions ,  peculiar  rights,  and  privileges,  determined  to  be 
abolijhed,  and  the  whole  nation  confoli dated  into  one  compad  body ,  and  under 
me  equal  form  ff  government ,  Deputies  of  privileged  towny  and  diflridt 
-  ’  .  v  *  mak* 


V 

C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S. 

« 

Mdke  a  fitrrender  of  their  charters  and  municipal  documents.  Prowince$ 
nvhich  pofffcffed  a  right  of  taxing  themfelves,  renounced  that  right  and  their 
fates  together ;  and  the  parliaments  were  annihilated  as  woell  as  the  pro- 
wincial  fates .  All  fees  and  taxes  to  the  court  of  Rcme  for  ewer  abolifoed . 
Some  obfer-vations  on  the  precipitancy ,  <z vith  which  fxteen  lames  of  the  utmof 
moment  were  hurried  through  in  one  night ;  as  woell  as  on  the  bad  effect  of 
paffrng  lawos  by  acclamation.  Nobility  and  clergy  in  the  prowinces  highly 
difeontented  woith  the  conduct  of  their  delegates  cn  the  gth  of  Augijl,  in  mak¬ 
ing  j'uch  waff  facrifces  wo  it  bout  tlpeir  confent.  Seweral  members  of  the 
affembly  likewoife  repent  their  owon  conceffions ,  and  become  equally  dijj at i spied. 
Landed  proprietaries  at  length  take  up  arms  in  their  owon  defence ,  and  re- 
prefs  the  barbarous  rawages  of  the  peafantry.  King  appoints  a  news  minif- 
try ,  woith  the  approbation  of  the  affembly.  Diffrejfed  ft  ate  of  the  public , 
through  the  failure  of  the  taxes.  Loans  attempted  and  fail.  Scheme  of  pa¬ 
triotic  contributions  adopted »  [  I 
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King  and  queen  fend  their  gold  and filwer  plate  to  the  mbit.  Patriotic  dona¬ 
tions  incapable  of  reliewing  the  necejjities  of  the  fate.  Extraordinary  tax 
decreed ,  under  the  name  of  a  patriotic  contribution,  by  wohich  each  man  wo  as 
to  contribute  one  fourth  of  bis  annual  rewenue  to  the  exigencies  of  the  fate . 
Loud  complaints  and  wiolent  animqfties  excited  by  this  partial  tax.  Em - 
barraffments  and  difficulties  wohich  the  national  affembly  experienced  in  fram¬ 
ing  the  newo  declaration  of  rights.  Great  debates  upon  the  propriety  or 
inexpedience  of  adopting  the  jneafure.  Declaration  at  length  paffed  and  pro¬ 
mulgated.  Saying  of  Mirabeau  upon  the  fubjedl.  Affembly  diwided  into  a 
number  of  feHions  or  committees ,  to  each  of  wohich  is  afflgncd  fome  fpecifed 
part  of  the  newo  confitution,  on  wohich  it  is  to  make  a  report.  Grand 
queffion  arifes ,  What  fare  of  authority  it  wo  as  fitting  the  king  fioould  pofi 
Jeffs  in  the  newo  le gif  at  lire  s'  This  operates  like  a  tone  hff  one  in  trying  ewery 
man  s  principles,  and  compelling  him  to  an  open  awowoal  of  them.  Affembly 
arranged ,  face  to  face ,  in  twoo  great  hoflile  diwifions,  apparently  equal 
in  Jlrength  and  numbers.  Violent  contefis  enfue ,  and  are  fo  long  con¬ 
tinued,  that  the  people  woithout ,  and  at  length  the  wo  hole  nation, ,  become 
parties  in  them .  State  cf  the  parties  within  and  woithout,  woho  thus  di¬ 
wided  the  affembly  and  the  nation.  King’s  veto,  or  negatiwe,  woith  ref  peel 
to  the  paffing  cf  lawos,  one  of  the  fuhjetts ,  moft  wiolenily  and  generally  agi¬ 
tated.  Populace  of  Paris  interfere  openly  in  the  queffion  of  the  weto  ; 
wohile  the  crowods  in  the  galleries  of  the  affembly  become  Jo  daringly  auda¬ 
cious ,  as  by  bootings  and  rewilings  to  endeawour  to  drowon  the  woices ,  and  by 
infults  and  menaces  to  deter  from  giwing  their  wetes  all  thofe  members  woho 
fupported  the  rights  of  the'erowon.  Long  lifts  of  members  woho  wo  ere  marked 
for  projeription,  and  defined  to  be  wUiims  to  the  wengcance  of  the  people, 
publijhed  in  Paris,  and  difiributed  through  ewery  part  of  the  kingdom.  Po¬ 
pular  fermentation  in  Paris  rifen  nearly  to  its  bigheff  pitch .  The  notorious 
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St.  Huruge ,  attempts  to  have  the  king ,  the  dauphin ,  and  the  national  afjcm - 
bly,  brought  to  Paris ;  but  by  the  Jpirited  exertions  of  La  Fayette ,  Bailly > 
and  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  lenders  are  committed  to  pr  if  on,  and  the  [edition 
quelled.  Heavy  complaints  made  to  the  afembly  by  feveral  of  its  members 
of  thofe  treafonable  attempts  againf  the  freedom  of  the  king,  as  well  as  of 
that  body  itfelf ;  and  like  wife  of  the  lijls  of  prefeription  which  veere  pub- 
lijhed,  and  of  the  incendiary  letters  by  which  they  were  continually  menaced 
with  defruition ;  but  Mirabeau  with  his  faction  turn  the  whole  complaint 
into  ridicule.  N umber lefs  charges  of  fippofed  plots  and  confpiracies  now 
made  againf  the  royalifis;  which  effectually  anfwer  one  purpofe,  in  exciting 
a  general  alarm  and  ferment,  through  the  nation.  The  Parisians,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  become  again  dangeroufy  outrageous,  and  every  thing  bears  the  fame 
afpeli  as  in  the  preceding  months  of  June  and  July.  In  this  fate  of  affairs, 
the  king,  ever  wijhing  to  preferve  or  ref  ore  tranquillity,  fends  Neckar  with 
a  propofal  to  the  aflembly ,  declaring  that  he  would  be  contented  with  a 
Jiifpenfve  veto,  whefe  operation  Jhould  not  laf  longer  than  one  or  two  legif- 
latures.  This  propofal  received  with  fat  is  faction  ;  and  it  was  decreed , 
that  the  royal  fufpenfion  Jhould  continue  during  two  legifatures.  Great  de¬ 
bates  on  the  quefiion,  whether  the  national  ajjembly  jhould  be  compofed  of  one 
or  two  chambers,  ffueftion  at  length  carried  for  a  fugle  chamber  by  a  pro¬ 
digious  majority.  Members  obliged  to  procure  certificates  how  they  had 
given  their  votes,  to  preferve  their  houjes  and  families  from  defruition. 
Ajjembly  decree,  that  the  legifative  body  jhall  be  renewed  every  two  years 
by  elections.  Receive  a  letter  from  the  king,  containing  his  objections  to 
certain  parts  of  fome  of  the  new  laves,  which  occafons  much  dijeontent  in 
the  afembly.  King  obliged  to  give  his  f emit  ion  fmply,  and  without  comment , 
to  the  laves  in  quefion.  Things  tending  faf  to  an  extraordinary  crijis  both 
in  P aris  and  Verjailles .  Afembly,  however ,  confrm  the  hereditary  fuc- 
cejeon  of  the  crown',  and  declare  the  king’s  perfon  f acred  and  inviolable. 
Arrived  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  at  Verjailles,  the  caufe  or  pretence  of 
the  enfuing  mif chiefs.  Entertainment  given  by  the  officers  of  the  king’s  l fe 
guards  to  thofe  of  the  new  corps,  productive  cf  much  licentioufnefs  and  folly. 
This  banquet  occafons  a  violent  ferment  both  at  Paris  and  Verfailles.  Nu¬ 
merous  army  of  women,  after  plundering  the  town  houfe,  and  fupplying 
themfelves  with  arms  and  artillery,  march  from  Paris  to  Verfailles.  Are 
followed  by  unnumbered  bands  of  ruffians.  And  not  long  -after  by  La 
i'  ayette,  at  the-  head  of  a  confderable  army  of  the  national  guards.  Events 
of  the  fh  and  6th  of  October.  King  and  royal  family  led  captive  to , 
x  tiris.  Tumult  in  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  a  baker,  Joon  after  the  arrival 
of  the  national  affembly,  occafon  the  great  cf  alarm  con'd  apprehenfon  in  that 
body.  Severe  decree  pofed,  by  which  the  magif  rates  are  empowered  to  pro¬ 
claim  martial  law,  and  to  proceed  to  the  laf  extremities  in  reprefing  thefu- 

ture  outrages  of  the  mob.  La  F ayette  procures  the  Duke  of  Orleans’  departure 
to  England .  r27 
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Effe  Ms  of  the  tranf aft  ions  in  France  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Great - 

"  Britain.  General  difpofition  in  their  favour  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution .  Various  political  fpeculations  thereon.  The  evils  which  followed 
forefeen  by  more  accurate  obfervers,  and  particularly  foretold  in  the  celebrated 
work  of  Mr.  Burke.  The  inieref  which  the  French  leaders  had  in  in¬ 
volving  the  furrounding  fates  in  the  fame  d if  rations.  Their  attempts ,  and 
the  ef'eds  of  them ,  particularly  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  Meeting  of 
parliament .  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrefs  voted  in  both  houfes  without 
debate.  Ad  of  indemnity  relative  to  the  order  of  council  for  fopping  the 
exportation  of  corn.  Military  efimatcs  animadverted  upon  by  Sir  Grey 
Cooper ,  Mr.-Marjham ,  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  and  defended  by  Mr.  Grenville  and 
Mr.  Pitt.  Some  exprefions  of  Mr.  Fcx,  applauding  the  French  revolution, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  French  army  on  that  occafon,  cenfired  by  Col.  Phipps. 
The  fame  JubjeSi  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke.  His  fpeech  upon  the  fpirit  and 
confluences  of  that  event ,  and  his  regret  at  differing  hi  opinion  from  Mr. 
Fox.  His  opinion  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  French  army ,  c,nd  con¬ 
cerning  the  comparifon  between  the  French  revolution ,  and  the  revolution  of 
1688.  His  fpeech  received  with  general  applaufe.  Mr.  Fox ,  in  reply ,  la¬ 
ments  the  difference  of  opinion  between  them.  His  encomium  upon  Mr. 
Burke.  Explains  his  own  fentiments  refpechng  the  French  revolution.  Pro- 
Mes  his  political  principles .  His  opinion  of  the  revolution  of  1 688.  His 
apology  for  the  excefes  of  the  French  patriots.  Mir.  Sheridan's  fpeech  upon 
the  fame  occafon.  Declares  his  entire  difference  of  opinion  from  Mr.  Burke. 
Defends  the  French  revolution.  Apologizes  for  its  excef  es.  Charges  Mr. 
Burke  with  being  an  advocate  for  defpotifn.  Compliments  the  marquis  de 
la  F ayette,  and  other  French  patriots.  His  opinion  of  the  revolution  of  1 688. 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  other  members ,  rife  to  expVefs  their  obligations  and  gratitude 
to  Mr.  Burke  for  the  fentiments  he  had  expreffed  during  the  debate .  [62 

CHAP.  IV. 

The  dffenters  encouraged,  by  the  fmall  majority  by  which  the  motion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  tef  and  corporation  aft  was  rejected  the  loft  fefflon, ,  to  renew 
their  application.  Steps  taken  by  them  to  fupport  it.  Alarm  of  the  fiends 
of  the  efablijhed  church.  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech  upon  moving  for  the  repeal.  His 
general  principles  of  toleration.  His  opinion  of  the  impolicy  and  injufice  of 
the  tef  laws.  Argues  from  the  merits  of  the  dffenters.  Urges  the  example 

of  France ,  Cenfures  the  conduct  of  the  bijhop  of  St.  David's.  Concludes 
with  declaring  his  determination  to  fupport  the  quefion  he  had  brought  for¬ 
ward  upon  every  future  occafon.  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Fie  objefts 
to  its  extent,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  was  fupport ed.  Is  of  opinion  it 
might  ajfett  the  fecurity  of  the  church .  He  conftders  the  tef  alts  as  proper 
*  .  j  •-  ref  r  amt? 
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reftraints  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  Animadverts  on  the  attempts  of 
the  a  if  enters  to  influence  members  of  parliament.  Thinks  it  would  be  dan¬ 
gerous  to  trufi  them  with  power.  And  that  tefls ,  the  Jeverity  of  which  could 
be  occaflonally  mitigated \  were  neceffary  to  enable  government  to  ward  off 
danger  in  cafes  of  necefity.  Mr.  Burke  concurs  with  Mr.  Fox  in  his  prin¬ 
ciples  of  toleration  ;  but  thinks  the  dif  enters ,  at  the  prefent  moment ,  not  in - 
titled  to  indulgence.  Charges  them  with  factious  and  dangerous  practices, 
and  reads  various  papers  in  fupport  of  his  charge.  Suggefls  the  propriety  of 
a  new  tcfl,  and  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  their  recent  conduct.  Mr . 
Fox's  motion  rejected  by  a  majority  of  294  to  105.  Motion  by  Mr.  Flood 
for  a  reform  in  parliament.  States  the  inadequacy  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
reprefentation.  Proptfes  one  hundred  additional  members  to  be  chofen  by  re- 
fident  houfekeepers.  His  arguments  to  prove  the  necefity  of  a  reform.  An- 
fwers  objections.  The  motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wyndham.  He  afferts,  that 
the  houfe  of  commons ,  as  at  prejent  constituted,  is  adequate  for  all  beneficial 
purpofes.  Anfwers  the  objections  relative  to  the  American  war .  Deprecates 
innovations  founded  upon  theories.  Objects  to  the  time  as  dangerous.  Mr . 
Pitt  objects  to  the  motion  as  ill-timed.  Sir  fames  Johnfl one's  objections. 
Mr.  Fox  fipperts  the  motion,  and  anfwers  the  objection  of  its  being  fll- 
timed.  Mr.  Burke  in  reply.  Other  speakers  on  both  fides  the  quefiion . 
The  motion  .agreed  to  be  withdrawn.  [  7  ^ 
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Motion  by  Mr.  Montagu  for  increafng  the  falary  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfi 
of  commons.  He  fates  his  prefent  emoluments ,  argues  upon  their  infijfi - 
ciency ,  and propofes  that  they  jhould  be  advanced  to  f.  5,000  per  annum. 
Motion  oppofed  ly  Mr.  Huffey,  as  tending  to  incre&fe  the  influence  of  the 
crown.  Supported  by  Mr.  Marfham  and  other  gentlemen.  Amendment  pro -> 
pofled  in  the  committee  that  the  falary  Jhould  be  f.  6000  per  annum, 
and  carried  by  a  large  majority.  India  budget  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas. 
Comparative  flatement  of  the  revenues  and  charges  in  India.  Flourijhing 
fate  of  the  company' s  ajj'airsi  in  general.  Doubts  expreffed  by  Mr.  Hufl'ey. 
Speech  of  Mr.  Francis  upon  the  affairs  of  India.  Proofs  of  the  com¬ 
pany's  dif  ref's.  Qbfervations  on  the  duty  on  fait.  Remarks  on  the  letter  of 
Lord  Cornwallis.  Mr.  Devaynes  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis .  Mr.  Dundas 
aflerts  the  faljhood  of  Mr.  Francis's  flatement.  Refolutions  pafled  by  the 
committee.  Sir  J.  R.  Miller's  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committeei  on 
weights  and  meajures,  to  be  inferted  entire  in  the  article  of  ufeful  projects. 
Petitions  prefented  for  Abe  repeal  of  the  tobacco  excife  ail.  Motion  upon 
that  fubjeCi  by  Mr.  Sheridan ,  aflerts  that  the  act  had  endangered  the 
foreign  trade,  encouraged  fmuggling ,  and  laid  the  manufacturer  under  infuper - 
able  hardjhips.  Mr.  Pitt  in  reply.  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  Wyndham,  and 
Mr.  Fox,  for  the  motion.  Rejected  by  a  majority  of  191  to  1 47.  Bill 
faffed  to  explain  and  amend  the  tobacco  aCt.  ClauJ'e  to  grant  trial  by  juries 
rejected.  Budget  for  the  year  1790.  Flourijhing  fate  of  the  finances  and 
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growing  prof  per  ity  of  the  country.  Remarks  on  the  budget  hy  Mr.  'Sheridan. 
tMeJJage  from  the  king  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  relative  to  the  difputes 
with  Spain.  Addreffes  voted  unanimcujly.  Motions  for  papers  and  debates 
thereon.  Vote  of  credit  for  a  million.  Committee  on  American  claims . 
Cafe  of  Mr.  Penn.  Compenfation  voted for  the  Ioffes  of  his  family.  Fenfion 
granted  to  Dr.  Willis.  Amendment  of  the  tontine  aft.  Account  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  the  fave  trade.  Proceedings  relative  to  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Haftings.  Speech  from  the  throne .  Parliament  prorogued.  Summary 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Irijh  parliament.  [82 


CHAP.  VI. 


Proceedings  of  the  national  ajfembly  after  the  new  law  had  efablijhed  fome 
order  and  fecurity  in  Paris.  Apply  clofely  to  the  vaft  mafs  of  public  bufi- 
nefs  upon  their  hands.  Political  annihilation  of  the  two  firft  orders  of  the 
fate.  New  laws  for  regulating  elections.  Appellation  of  aftive  citizens, 
to  whom  applied.  Much  trouble  fill  with  the  provinces,  to  bring  them  to  a 
furrender  of  their  peculiar  rights  and  privileges.  France  at  length  divided 
into  eighty-three  departments ,  and  the  term  Province  expunged  from  the 
language.  Creation  and  organization  of  municipalities.  Letters  de  cachet 
abolijhed.  Gabelle ,  and  others  of  the  mof  obnoxious  taxes,  abolijhed .  \  Affem- 
bly  enter  into  the  intricate  bufinefs  of  finance  ;  augment  the  pay  of  the  army  ; 
and  efiahlijh  a  new  bank.  Grand fcheme  forfeiting  the  efiates  of  the  clergy, 
and  offering  them  as  a  prefent  to  the  nation,  to  ferve  as  a  fund  and  J'ecu- 
rity  for  the  difeharge  of  the  public  debts,  and  to  anjwer  other  important 
purpofes.  Some  difficulties  and  obf  ructions,  which  appear  in  the  way  of  car¬ 
rying  this  fcheme  into  execution,  are  far  out-balanced  by  the  vaf  advantages 
which  it  is  capable  of  producing.  Decree  paffed,  which  declares  all  the 
ecclefafical  efiates  to  be  at  the  dfipofal  of  the  nation.  Stipends  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  parijh  priefis,  & c.  DifcOntents  rife  to  the  highefi  pitch 
among  ft  the  clergy,  many  of  the  bijhops,  and  nearly  all  the  chapters  in  the 
kingdom,  p>rotefi  againfi  the  decree.  Combination  of  the  canons,  and  endea¬ 
vours  ufed  at  Rome  to  draw  the  maledictions  of  the  church  upon  the  national 
affmbly.  Great  prudence  and  addrefs  difplayed  by  the  ajfembly.  in  its  tranf- 
aftions  with  the  court  of  Rome.  Sovereign  pontiff  Jeems  to  be  fatisfied  with 
their  protcjlations.  France  fwarms  vjith  publications  of  every  fort ,  in 
prefe  and  in  verfe,  againfi  the  national  afjhnbly,  its  proceedings  and  dsfigns. 
Several  of  the  parliaments  attempt  to  be  troublefome,  and proteft  againfi  the 
decrees  of  the  ajfembly ;  but  having  loft  all  influence  with  the  people ,  are 
obliged  to  fubmit  reluftantly  to  their  fate.  Parliament  of  Bourde'aux  con¬ 
tinues  longer  in  a  fate  of  turbulence  t/jan  any  of  the  Others,  and  endeavours 
to  excite  an  infurreftion  in  the  fouth.  Stories  of  plots  and  ccnfpiracies  fiecej- 
fary  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  people  in  confiant  agitation.  Various  accufa- 
tions  againfi  the  king's  minifiers,  and  a  greater  number  againfi  tne  arifiocrat.es 
in  general.  Animojiiies  fo  violent  between  the  remaining  nobles  in  the  af 
Jembly,  and  the  democrat  ical  leaders ,  that  frequent  duels  are  the  cenfcquehce. 

2  Nation, 
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Nation,  in  general,  /aid  to  be  unanimous  infupporting  the  affembly,  and  offers 
to  raije  three  millions  of  foldiers  in  defence  of  the  new  confiitution.  Situa¬ 
tion  of  the  captive  king  and  of  the  royal  family  in  the  palace,  novo  fate  pri - 
fon ,  of  the  Thuilleries.  Ill  effetl  produced  at  home  and  abroad,  and  worfit 
conje queue es  likely  to  enfue,  from  the  king’s  captivity,  when  his  free  fanc- 
tion  is  neceffary  to  give  validity  to  their  laves,  caufes  great  uneafinefs  in  the 
national  afembly.  Scheme  formed  to  obviate  thefe  difficulties ,  by  inducing  the 
king  to  appear  to  come  voluntarily  to  the  national  affembly ,  to  declare  him - 
f elf  fully  fatisfied  with  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  he  confiders  himfelf 
as  being  at  the  head  of  the  revolution .  Liberal  conduit  of  the  affembly  with 
refpedt  to  the  civil  lif.  King  notwithfianding  firmly  rejedis  all  the  perfua- 
fions  ufed  to  induce  him  to  pay  the  defined  vifit.  Great  difirefes  of  the 
country .  20,000  people  fed  by  charity  at  Lyons.  6,000  efiates  advertized 

to  be  fold.  Deere  tot’s  noble  manufaduries  at  Louviers  nearly  ruined.  Riots 
at  V erf ailles.  Some  obfervations  on  the  extraordinary  condud  of  that  peo¬ 
ple  through  the  courfe  of  the  king’s  troubles.  Parifians  become  again  tumuU 
'tuous,  and,  without  regard  to  the  gener  l  famine,  want  to  have  the  price 
of  bread  fixed  at  a  lower  rate  than  it  could  have  been  afiorded  in  the  mofi 
plentiful  feafons.  Their  rage  increafed  to  the  higheft  pitch  upon  the  ac¬ 
quittal  of  Bezenval  by  the  chatelet.  Form  a  plot  for  forcing  the  prifon, 
and  murdering  him,  on  their  own  principles  of  fummary  jufiice .  All  their 
fchemes  overthrown,  and  Paris  reduced  to  order ,  through  the  adivily  and 
vigour  of  La  Fayette,  well  fv.pported  by  the  Bourgeoife  militia.  Surrounds 
a  body  of  1,100  of  the  mutineers  at  night,  and  makes  200  of  them  prifoners. 
Chatelet  proceed  to  the  trials  of  Lambefc,  Broglio,  and  others  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  refugees,  for  the  real  or  Juppofed  plot  of  the  preceding  month  of  ‘July. 
Ai  e  all  acquitted,  through  the  failure  of  a.ny  evidence  to  Jupport  the  charge . 
Various  ccnfpiracies  apprehended  or  Jpoken  of  for  the  ref  cue  of  the  king's 
perfon.  The  fubjed  of  the  king’s  infant  death,  as  the  affigned  penalty  for 
any  attempt  to  his  refeue,  a  matter  of  public  convention  in  all  companies 
and  among  all  ranks,  without  the  fmallefi  exprefion  of  horror,  at  the  idea  of 
f°  deploy  able  a  catafirophe.  King’s  frmnefs  at  length  gives  way,  and  he 
fib  mils  to  pay  the  propofed  vifit  to  the  national  afembly,  and  to  make  a 
fpeech  nearly  fimilar  to  that  preferred.  Affairs  of  the  clergy  finally  fettled, 
their  property  feized,  and  afignats  created.  <  [lo7 
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mefedual  attempts  made  by  the  French  privileged  orders,  for  procuring  re¬ 
al  cfs  or  fuccour  from  the  neighbouring  continental  powers.  State  of  political 
affairs  in  Europe,  vjhich,  with  other  caufes,  tended  to  produce  that  indiffer¬ 
ence  with  refped  to  France  which  new  appeared.  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
lunn.  Raff  and  impetuous  proceedings,  along  with  the  contemptuous  lan¬ 
guage  ufed  by  the  national  afembly,  ferves  continually  to  create  new  enemies 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  W rang  offered  to  the  German  princes  with 

refpedt  to  toeir  poffeffons  and  rights  in  Alface,  embitters .  the  whole  empire 
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againfl  the  new  government,  and  implants  deeply  the  feeds  of  future  conten¬ 
tion  and  war.  Weft  India  colonies  thrown  into  a  fate  of  the  utmofl  dif- 
crder  and  confufon,  and  at  length  precipitated  into  the  mof  dreadful fcenes 
of  deflation ,  conflagration ,  and  maffacre,  which  terminate  in  final  deflruc - 
tion ,  by  a  feries  of  ill-judged  and  precipitate  meafures,  of  inipolitic,  i?np>r  ami¬ 
cable,  or  contradictory  decrees.  '  Great  diforders  in  the  army.  Soldiers  throw 
off  all  fubordination  '  and  difcipline.  The  people  being  now  in  poJfe.jfion  of 
liberty,  a  defire  of  uncontrolled  rule  and  fiver  eignty  becomes  the  leading  and 
general  pafjion,  a  circumftance  which  Jerves  greatly  to  unite  them,  and  to 
Jlrengthen  the  new  fyflem.  The  weak  attempts  of  the  royalifls,  and  the  con¬ 
tinual  reports  of  plots,  ccnfpiracies,  and  invafions ,  cauj'e  fuch  a  general 
alarm,  that  the  provinces  officiate  and  arm  ;  Jo  that  France  fiems  covered 
with  camps  and  armies.  State  of  the  ariflocrates  and  parties  adverfe  to 
government.  Corflca  annexed  to  France  as  part  of  the  kingdom.  '  Applica¬ 
tion  front  the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  the  difpute  with  England,  brings  on 
a  debate  on  the  queflion,  in  whofe  hands  the  right  of  peace  and  war  jhould 
be  lodged.  Second  application  from  Spain  brings  on  a  change  of  the  ?ni- 
niflry.  Mutiny  of  the  fleet  at  Brefl.  Anacharfls  Clootz  introduces  to 
the  affembly  his  ambaffadors  from  all  mankind.  Decree  for  abolifhing  all 
titles,  and  obliterating  all  memorials  of  nobility  and  family  diflinclion,  for 
ever  in  France.  Grand  national  confederation  at  Paris.  Bloody  contefl 
at  Nancy.  Mr.  Neckar  quits  the  kingdom,  after  various  difgraces,  and 
narrowly  efc aping  the  fury  of  the  Pariflans.  Schifm  of  the  French 
clergy  ;  the  greater  part  of  whom  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  their  penflons,  and 
to  expulflon  from  their  pafloral  duties ,  rather  than  to  take  the  newly- 
frefcribed  oaths.  [  1 3  t 


CHRONICLE.  [193— [246 

0 

Births  for  the  year  1790  —  — — 

Marriages  —  — - 

Promotions  —  —  — 

Deaths  —  —  — 

Sheriff's  appointed  by  his  Majefly  in  council  for  179° 


—  [231 

—  [232 

—  [234 

—  [239 

—  [245 


APPENDIX 


CONTENTS* 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


Dr.  Johnfon’s  monument  —  «— *■  —  —  [24.7 

Report  of  a  committee  af  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpeding  the  houfes  and  other 
buildings  joining  to  Wefminfer  Hall ,  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ,  and  the 
offices  thereto  belonging ,  lAc.  —  —  — —  [ibid. 

Particulars  refpeding  the  laf  illnefs  and  death  of  the  emperor  [  25  I 

Account  of  the  miraculous  ejcape  of  Captain  Bligh ,  of  the  Bounty  foop  [252 
Account  of  the  difafer  which  befel  his  Majefly' s  Jhip  Guardian ,  Lieut.  Riou 
commander  —  —  — •  — -  —  [254 

Account  of  the  lofs  of  the  Vanfttnrt  Indiaman  — —  —  [262 

Trial  of  Renwick  Williams ,  commonly  called  the  monfier  — •  —  [264. 

A  general  bill  of  all  the  chrifenings  and  burials  in  the  cities  of  London  and 
Wefminfer,  Ac.  for  the  year  1 790  —  —  — -  [  268 

An  account  of  all  corn  and  grain  exported  from,  and  imported  into ,  England 
and  Scotland,  with  the  bounties  and  drawbacks  paid,  and  the  duties  received 
thereon,  for  one  year,  ending  the  5 th  of  ‘January  1 79 1  — *•  —  [269 

Prices  of  flocks  for  the  year  1790  —  —  —  I  27 1 

State  of  the  barometer  and  thermometer  for  the  year  1 790  —  —  [272 

Public  ads  pajjed  in  the  /event  h  feffion  of  the  f event  eenth  parliament  pf  Great 

Abfiratt  of  an  ad  for  limiting  the  number  of  perfons  to  be  carried  on  the  out- 
fde  of  flage  coaches  and  other  carriages,  28  Geo.  III.  c.  57,  1788  [274 

Supplies  granted  by  parliament,  for  the  year  1 790  —  —  [276 

Account  of  the  net  produce  of  the  duties  of  cufoms,  excife,  fiamps ,  and  inci¬ 
dents,  between  the  $th  day  of  April  1788,  to  the  §th  day  of  April 
1789;  and  between  the  5th  day  of  April  1789,  to  the  5 th  day  of  April 
179°  —  —  —  '  [2S® 


STATE  PAPER  S, 

;  'T  .  r  ■ *  1  '• ,  4  r 

His  Majefyps  mof  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament ,  on  opening  the 
feventh  feffion  of  the  fxteenth  parliament,  Jan.  2 1 ,  1790  — —  [28  ][ 

■Addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  Jan .  22,  1790  ;  and  his  Male  fly's  anfwer 
thereto  _  _  ___  _  __  [2g2 

-jlddrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  his  Maje fly's  anfwer  thereto  [283 

His  Majefly's  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feffion, 
June  10,  1790  —  —  —  [283 

speech  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  prefenting  certain  money  bids 
to  his  Maje/ty  _  _  [284 

leffai 


I 


CONTENTS. 

1  I  - 

Mejfage  from  bis  Majefiy  to  both  honfes  of  parliament ,  relative  to  the  capture 
of  certain  vefj'els  by  the  Spaniards ,  in  Nootka  Sound  —  —  [285 

Addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  lords ,  in  conference  of  the  foregoing  mejjage  [286 
Sub/lance  of  the  memorial  prefented  by  Lieut.  Mears  to  the  right  hon .  W.  W. 
Grenville ,  one  of  his  Majefiy' s  principal fecretaries  of  fiate,  vdth  explana¬ 
tions  —  —  —  —  —  [287 

Declaration  of  his  Catholic  Majefly ,  June  4,  tranfmitted  to  all  the  European 
courts  —  -■ —  *■—  — —  — —  [292 

Memorial  of  the  court  of  Spain,  delivered  June  13,  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the 
Briti/h  ambqfj'ador  at  Madrid  —  —  —  [294 

Mr.  Fitzherbert’ s  anfwer  to  the  foregoing  memorial  —  —  [298 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca’ s  reply,  June  18  —  —  [299 

Declaration  and  counter  declaration,  exchanged  at  Madrid  the  2\thjuly  [300 
Letter  from  Count  de  Fernan  Nunez  to  M.  de  Montmorin,  fecretary  of  the  fo¬ 
reign  department  of  France  —  V  —  —  [301 

Decree  of  the  national  afiembly  of  France  on  the  family  compatt  —  [  303 

Convention  betvjeen  his  Britannic  Majefiy  and  the  king  of  Spain,  figned  at  the 
Efcurial  the  28  th  of  OSiober  —  —  —  fib  id. 

Addrefs  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London,  on  the 
convention  with  Spain,  prefented  Nov.  24,  vsith  his  Majefiy’s  anfwer 
thereto  —  —  '  —  * —  —  [3°5 

f  reaty  of  peace  concluded  between  the  king  of  Sweden  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia,  Aug.  11.  — -  —  —  — ;  [3°6 

Speech  of  John  earl  of  Wefimorland,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  Jan,  21  —  —  [  3°7 

Amendment  of  lord  Portarlington  to  the  Addrefs  moved  on  the  foregoing  fpeech  ; 

together  with  the  protefi  on  its  rejection  —  [  3°^ 

Speech  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of  Ireland,  on  prefenting  the  bills 
of  f up  ply  to  the  lord  lieutenant  —  —  —  [3 10 

Speech  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  April  5 

[31 1 

Seventh  report  of  the  commijfioners  appointed  to  examine,  take ,  and  fiate  the 
public  accounts  of  the  kingdom  ;  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons  June  1 8, 
1782  - —  —  —  —  fibid. 

Eighth  report  from  the  fame  commifiioners  ;  prefented  Dec.  20,  1782-*  [329 


CHARACTERS. 


Biographical  and  literary  anecdotes  of  Haller  .—From  Coxe  s  travels  in  Swit- 

.  zerland ,  vol.  ii.  —  —  ? 

Account  of  tbe  late  Mr.  Howard.— From  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine  for 

March  1790  —  1  —  1  ? 

Account  of  tbe  late  Mr.  Ledyard.—From  “  Proceedings  off  he  Society  for  pro- 
“  mating  the  D  ifc  every  of  the  interior  Parts  of  Africa  ’  1  & 

Extracts  from  the  life  oj  John  Llwes,  Fj\\  by  Edward  Topham,  Efqm,  1 8 
■  v  Anecdotes 


CONTENTS. 


Anecdotes  relative  to  the  Englijh  nation . — From  D’ ArchenholA s  picture  of’ 
England  —  —  —  20 

Anecdotes  relative  to  Dean  Swift's  treatment  of  Mrs .  Johnfon  and  Mrs.  V dn- 
homrigh. — From  Literary  Relics ,  by  G.  M.  Berkeley ,  Ejq ;  —  3  5 

Defcription  of  Shirauz,  and  of  the  manners  of  the  modern  Perfans. — From 
Franc klin’s  Four  from  Bengal  to  Perfea  —  — -  39 

Extracts  from  Obfervations  in  a  Journey  through  Italy ,  by  Mrs.  Piozzi  42' 
Account  of  afingular  cufom  at  Metelin ,  with  fome  conjectures  on  the  antiquity 
of  its  origin  ;  by  the  earl  of  Charlemont . — From  the  FranfaCtions  of  the 
Royal  Lrijh  Academy ,  17 89  —  —  =—  5° 

Curious  letter  from  the  Fejhoo  Lama  to  governor  Haftings . — From  FranJ- 
aciions'  of  the  Royal  Edinburgh  Society  —  —  —  55 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


Account  of  the  bouquetin,  or  mountain  goat.— From  Coxed  Fravels  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  vol.  ii.  —  —  —  —  58 

Account  of  the  tabajheer,  in  a  letter  from  Patrick  Ruffell,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.— 
From  the  Philofophical  FranfaCtions,  vol.  Ixxxii.  part  2.  — -  63 

Account  of  the  Nardus  Indica,  or  Spikenard,  by  Gilbert  Blane,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 

— From  the  fame  —  —  —  66 

Account  of  fome  extraordinary  efeds  of  lightning ,  by  William  Withering , 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S. — From  the  fame  —  •  — —  —  67 

Account  of  a  child  with  a  double  head,  in  a  letter  from  Everard  Home , 
Efq’,  F.  R.  S.  to  John  Hunter ,  Efq',  F.  R.  S. — From  the  fame  —  68 

Account  of  a  gentleman  living  at  Milan ,  in  the  year  1786,  who  had  the  faculty 
of  chewing  the  cud. — From  Mrs.  Piozzds  Journey  through  Italy,  vol.  ii. 

71 

Experiments  on  the  expanfive  force  of  freezing  water,  made  by  Major  Edward 
Williams,  of  the  royal  artillery ,  at  Quebec,  in  Canada,  in  the  years  1784 
and  1785.- — From  the  Franjatlions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  ; 
with  Remarks,  by  Cha.  Hutton,  LL .  D.  —  —  —  ibid. 

Cafe  of  a  patient  who  dij charged  the  pupce  of  the  mufea  cibaria,  by  W.  White, 
M.  D.  and  F .  R.  S.  with  obfervations  by  J.  Church,  A.  M. —  From  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  vol .  II.  —  —  74 

Dr.  Danced s  account  of  the  cinnamon  trees  of  the  if  and  of  Jamaica. — From 
Franf adieus  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  Manufactures ,  and  Commerce ,  vol.  viii. 

_  76 

On  the  vegetation  of  old  grain. — From  Franfadions  of  the  Bath  Society ,  vol.  v. 

78 

Description  of  the  kangaroo.  —  From  Philip'1  s  ,V oy age  to  Botany  Bay  ibid. 
Defcription  of  the  marmot. — jFrom  Coxed  Fravels  in  Switzerland ,  vol.  Hi.  80 


USEFUL 


r 


/ 


<r 


CONTENTS. 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 

Of  the  caufe  and  cure  of  the  cii/eaf  in  the  pe’atie  plant  called  the  curl.— 
From  Tranfafitions  'of  the  Society  of  Arts-,  &c.  vol.  viii,  —  83 

Method  of  cultivating  and  curing  Turkey  rhubarb  from  feed.— From  the  fame 

87 

Account  of  a  new  method  of  generating  yeafi ,  by  the  Rev.  William  Mafon. ,  of 

Aft  on. — From  the  fame  —  _  gg 

Report  of  the  committee  on  Dr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Hornby  s  procefs  for  producing 
an  ardent  fpirit  from  carrots. — From  Tranf aft  ions  of  the  Royal  Society  of 

Edinburgh ,  vol.  ii.  - -  — -  -  q  l 

Succefsful  experiment  of  rearing  calves  without  milk. —  From  T ranfaCHons  of 

the  Bath  Society ,  vol.  v.  -  -  g2 

General  rides  for  the  choice  of  fpeCiacles,  and for  the  prefervation  of  the  fight. 
— From  Adam's  Efiay  on  Fifion  -  -  ibid. 


ANTI  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S. 

Obfervations  on  the  late  continuance  of  the  ufe  of  torture  in  Great  Britain,  by 
George  Chalmers,  Efq ; — From  Archacologia,  vol.  x.  —  g(j 

Defer iption  of  the.  great  pagoda  of  Madura ,  and  the  choultry  of  Trimul  Haiti, 


by  Mr.  Blackader . — From  the  fame  — —  — 

Of  the  antiquity  of  the  city  of  London. — From  Mr.  Pennant's  account  102 
Antiquity  -of  Billingfgate ,  and  antient  prices  of  fifh  and  other  articles. — From 
the  fame  —  — ^  —  —  106 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 

Remarks  on  fome  paffages  of  the  fixth  hock  of  the  Eneid,  by  fames  Beattie , 
LL.  D.  tAc. — From  cl  ranf aft  ions  Gf  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  109 
Extra'}  from  an  Account  of  the  German  Theatre,  by  Henry  Mackenzie,  Efq;- — 
From  the  fame  —  —  —  —  114 

Extra  ft  from  Maxims  addrefied  to  young  ladies,  by  the  Countefs  of  Carl  fie  1 18 
hi  if  -ry  of  Waiter  Wormwood,  an  envious  defamer.-—  From  the  Gbferver , 
vol.  V..  —  — -  —  Iil 

ObjervaUoni  on  the  various  forts  of  fiyle. — From  the  fame  ■  —  124 

Political  fi'  its  of  the  junction  between  the  great  monied  inter efi  and  the  philo- 
fophical  cabals  of  France. — From  Burke's  Reflections  on  the  Revolution  in 
France  —  —  —  —  1 28 


Vol.  XXXII. 


O 


POETRY 


CONTENTS. 


POETRY. 


Ole,  on  no  Ode.  By  Peter  Pindar,  Efq.  •> —  —  —  lyt 

Ode  for  his  Majefiy’s  birth-day ,  June  \th ,  1 790.  By  the  cate  Rev.  Mr. 

‘  T.  War  ton,  —  - —  —  132 

Prologue  to  king  “John,  performed  by  the  boys  of  Wefminfer  fchool.  Spoken 
hy  Mr.  Bourke  — -  — r-  — »  133 

Prologue  to  High  Life  below  Stairs ,  performed  by  the  fame.  Spoken  by  Mr. 

B unbury  - - -  -  .  -  •  134 

Prologue  to  the  C  enfant  Couple ,  written  by  7}7r.  Blackfone ;  fpoken  by  Mrs . 
Goodall ,  in  the  character  of  Sir  Harry  If  ildair ,  at  lord  Barrymore' s  private 

.  theatre  at  Wargrave  —  - —  —  1 35 

Epilogue  to  Eudora.  By  Mr.  Hay  Icy  —  —  —  137 

Epilogue  to  The  Wonder.  Spoken  by  Mrs.  Crefpigny ,  in  the  character  of 
Violante,  at  the  clofe  of  her  theatricals  —  —  138 

Prologue  to  Better  Late  than  Never ,  by  the  duke  of  Leeds.  Spoken  by  Mr. 

Banhifer,  fun.^  „  —  —  . —  1 3  9 

Prologue  fpoken  at  the  theatre  at  Wincheficr,  adjoining  to,  or  over  the  Shambles. 

By  the  late  Rev.i.  Warion  — ; -  *  .  .  —  14.0 

Verfes  by  Sir  fohn  Hary  ngton  - -  —  —  1 4  j 

Verfes  to  Sir  fojhua  Reynolds,  on  his  late,  resignation  of  the  prcfulenfs  chair  of 
the  Royal  Academy.  By  the  earl  f  Carljlc  * —  142 

Ode  to  fames  Br.uce ,  Efq ,  attributed  to  Mr.  Mafon  —  — r  14.5 

Inf  ruttions  to  a  porter.  By  the  late  l  i .  Bedding  field,  of  Newcafle  146 

hycidas  to  Prudcmia.  By  the  Rev-  Hr.  Blackburns,  M.  A.  late  archdeacon 
of  Cleveland  —  —  —  —  j  4% 

Extracts  from  Arthur,  a  poetical  romance.  By  Richard  Llole  —  ibid. 

Extract  from  a  Complimentary  Epifile  to  James  Bruce,  Efq ;  the  Abyjfnian 
traveller.  By  Peter  Pindar,  Efq.  f  L  J37 

Ode  to  the  Glow -worm.  By  the. fame  - — •*  159: 

A  fable,  by  Abate  Bertola.  From  Mrs.  Piozzi’s  Travels  - —  160 


ACCOUNT  of  BOOKS  for  1790. 

The  Antiquities  of  Athens,  me  a fared  and  delineated  by  fames  Stuart,  F.  R.  S. 

and  F.  S.A.  and  Nicholas  Rcvett,  architects  and  painters,  vol.  ii.  16 1 
Travels  to  d:f cover  the  Source  of  the  Nile ,  in  the  years  \  768-69-70-7 1  -  72-7  3. 
In  five  vols.  By  fames  Bruce ,  of  Kinnaird,  Efq ;  F,  R.  S. 

■  •*  .  '  j,  >  .  i. 


iT  ^  E  END. 
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